20 facts about roald dahl

20 Fascinating Facts About Roald Dahl You Might Not Know

20 facts about roald dahl offer a glimpse into the life and legacy of one of the most beloved
children's authors of all time. Known for his whimsical stories, memorable characters, and dark
humor, Dahl’s works have captivated readers across generations. But beyond the pages of books like
*Charlie and the Chocolate Factory* and *Matilda*, there's a rich and intriguing story about the man
himself—his experiences, influences, and the impact he left on literature and culture. Let’s dive into
some lesser-known and fascinating details about Roald Dahl’s life and career.

1. Roald Dahl’s Norwegian Roots Shaped His
Imagination

Dahl was born in Llandaff, Wales, to Norwegian parents, which gave him a unique cultural
background. His Norwegian heritage often influenced his storytelling, with elements of Nordic folklore
subtly weaving into his narratives. Dahl's parents encouraged storytelling and creativity, laying the
foundation for his vivid imagination.

2. He Served as a Fighter Pilot During World War i

Before becoming a famous author, Dahl was a Royal Air Force pilot in World War II. His experiences in
the war, including surviving a crash in the Libyan desert, deeply influenced his early writing, which
initially focused on adult short stories inspired by his wartime adventures. This chapter of his life
shows how diverse his talents and experiences were.

3. Roald Dahl’s First Published Work Was for Adults

While Dahl is celebrated for children’s literature, his first published story, titled "A Piece of Cake," was
a gripping adult tale about his own RAF crash. His early career featured a number of short stories for
adults, showcasing his versatility before turning his focus to children’s books.

4. The Chocolate Factory Was Inspired by Real Life

The magical world of Willy Wonka’s chocolate factory was partly inspired by Dahl’s own experiences
with chocolate companies. He worked for Cadbury’s during his school years, which gave him insight
into the chocolate-making process and inspired one of his most famous novels, *Charlie and the
Chocolate Factory*.



5. Roald Dahl Had a Passion for Inventing New Words

One of Dahl’s signature styles was creating playful, imaginative words that feel like a language all
their own. Words like “Oompa-Loompa,” “scrumdiddlyumptious,” and “whizzpopper” have become an
essential part of his stories, delighting children and adults alike. His inventive language helped
enhance the whimsical tone of his books.

6. He Often Included Dark Themes in Children’s Stories

Unlike many children’s authors, Dahl didn't shy away from darker themes. His stories often include
elements of danger, mischief, and even cruelty, but always balanced with humor and justice. This
unique blend makes his books different from typical children’s fare and keeps readers engaged with
unexpected twists.

7. Roald Dahl’s Wife, Patricia Neal, Was a Famous
Actress

Dahl was married to Patricia Neal, an accomplished American actress known for films like *Hud* and
*Breakfast at Tiffany’s*. Their relationship was a significant part of Dahl’s personal life, and Neal’s
resilience, especially after suffering multiple strokes, inspired Dahl deeply.

8. He Had Five Children and Wrote for Them

Many of Dahl’s stories were inspired by his own children and their imaginations. His love for
storytelling was often a family affair, and he wrote books with the intention of entertaining and
educating his kids, which explains the warmth and authenticity in his characters.

9. Roald Dahl’'s Home Was a Source of Inspiration

Dahl’s house in Great Missenden, Buckinghamshire, became a creative haven filled with quirky
objects and secret writing spaces. Today, it's home to the Roald Dahl Museum and Story Centre,
attracting fans who want to walk the same halls where he crafted his tales.

10. His Books Have Sold Over 250 Million Copies
Worldwide

The popularity of Dahl’s work is undeniable. With translations into multiple languages and adaptations



into films and stage shows, his stories continue to captivate new generations. This global reach
underscores his impact on children’s literature and pop culture.

11. Roald Dahl Was Also a Screenwriter

Beyond books, Dahl wrote screenplays, including the script for the 1967 James Bond film *You Only
Live Twice*. His flair for storytelling extended to the big screen, showcasing his versatility and
creativity in different media.

12. The Famous Matilda Character Was Inspired by a
Real Girl

The character of Matilda, the brilliant and book-loving girl, was inspired by a real child Dahl knew. This
connection highlights how his stories often drew from real-life observations, making his characters
relatable and vivid.

13. Roald Dahl Wrote Under a Pseudonym Early in His
Career

Before achieving fame under his own name, Dahl occasionally wrote under pseudonyms like "C. P.
Twentyman." This allowed him to experiment with different genres and styles without the pressure of
his real identity.

14. He Had a Lifelong Love of Chocolate

It’s no surprise that Dahl’s stories frequently featured chocolate and sweets. His fondness for
chocolate wasn't just literary—it was personal. Dahl reportedly enjoyed Cadbury’s chocolate bars,
which fueled his passion for incorporating confectionery into his stories.

15. Roald Dahl Didn’t Like the Disney Adaptation of His
Work

Despite the success of many film adaptations, Dahl was famously critical of Disney’s 1971 film *Willy
Wonka & the Chocolate Factory*. He felt the movie strayed too far from his original vision,
demonstrating his protective nature over his creations.



16. He Was Known for His Sharp Wit and Humor

Dahl’'s writing is peppered with clever jokes, wordplay, and a mischievous sense of humor that
appeals to readers of all ages. His wit extended beyond his books into his personal correspondence
and interviews, making him a memorable personality.

17. Roald Dahl’s Influence Extends to Charity Work

The Roald Dahl Foundation, established after his death, supports seriously ill children and funds
research into rare diseases. This charitable legacy reflects Dahl’s compassion and desire to make a
positive impact on children’s lives beyond storytelling.

18. He Loved Writing in a Secluded Hut

Dahl famously wrote in a small, red writing hut in his garden, which he called his “shed.” This quiet
space allowed him to focus completely on his craft, illustrating the importance of environment in
creativity.

19. The Author Was a Private Man

Despite his fame, Dahl was known to be quite private about his personal life, preferring to let his work
speak for itself. His reserved nature adds an intriguing layer to his public persona.

20. Roald Dahl’s Books Continue to Inspire Adaptations

From blockbuster movies to stage musicals and animated series, Dahl’s stories are continuously
reinvented for new audiences. This ongoing popularity highlights the timeless quality of his work and
its adaptability across various formats.

Exploring these 20 facts about Roald Dahl not only enriches our appreciation of his stories but also
reveals the complex and fascinating man behind the words. Whether you're a lifelong fan or just
discovering his books, understanding the life experiences and passions that shaped his writing makes
the magic of Roald Dahl’'s world even more special.

Frequently Asked Questions



Who was Roald Dahl?

Roald Dahl was a British novelist, short story writer, poet, and screenwriter, famous for his children's
books such as 'Charlie and the Chocolate Factory' and 'Matilda'.

When was Roald Dahl born?
Roald Dahl was born on September 13, 1916.

What inspired Roald Dahl to become a writer?

Roald Dahl was inspired to become a writer by his love of storytelling and his experiences during
World War I, where he served as a fighter pilot.

What are some of Roald Dahl's most famous books?

Some of Roald Dahl's most famous books include 'Charlie and the Chocolate Factory', 'Matilda', 'James
and the Giant Peach’, 'The BFG', and 'Fantastic Mr. Fox'.

Did Roald Dahl write only children's books?

No, Roald Dahl wrote both children's books and adult fiction, including short stories with dark and
unexpected twists.

What impact did Roald Dahl have on children's literature?

Roald Dahl revolutionized children's literature with his imaginative stories, unique characters, and a
mix of humor and darker themes that appealed to both children and adults.

Additional Resources
**20 Facts About Roald Dahl: An In-Depth Exploration of the Beloved Author**

20 facts about Roald Dahl reveal a fascinating portrait of one of the most influential children's
authors of the 20th century. His stories have enchanted readers worldwide, blending dark humor with
imaginative storytelling that transcends generations. Beyond his famous books, Dahl's life and career
encompass a broad spectrum of experiences—from wartime service to screenwriting, and from his
complex personal relationships to his lasting literary legacy. This article delves into various aspects of
Roald Dahl's life, uncovering lesser-known details and contextualizing his enduring impact on
literature and popular culture.

Early Life and Background

Roald Dahl was born on September 13, 1916, in Llandaff, Wales, to Norwegian parents. His Norwegian
heritage influenced his storytelling, infusing his narratives with elements of Nordic folklore and myth.
Dahl’s upbringing was marked by the early loss of his father and sister, experiences that some



biographers argue shaped the often dark undertones found in his children’s books.

Educational Journey and Influences

Dahl attended several boarding schools in England, including Repton School, where he endured strict
discipline and harsh treatment. This environment arguably inspired his recurring theme of
authoritarian adults who are often portrayed as villains in his stories. The challenging school
experiences fed into his vivid imagination, later manifesting in classics like *Matilda* and *The
Witches*.

Wartime Service and Career Beginnings

Before becoming a full-time writer, Dahl served as a fighter pilot during World War Il, flying for the
Royal Air Force. His wartime experiences were harrowing and provided material for some of his early
adult short stories. In fact, one of his first published works, "Shot Down Over Libya," was a personal
account of his crash-landing in the desert and subsequent rescue.

Transition to Writing and Early Success

After the war, Dahl transitioned into writing, initially contributing short stories to magazines such as
*The New Yorker*. His talent for narrative and his ability to engage readers quickly became apparent.
Dahl’s early work included adult fiction and screenplays, including contributions to the James Bond
film *You Only Live Twice*.

Literary Contributions and Style

Roald Dahl’s writing style is unmistakable: a blend of whimsy, dark humor, and vivid characters. His
stories often feature children as protagonists who overcome cruel or absurd adult antagonists. This
subversion of authority figures became a hallmark of his narrative voice.

Iconic Books and Characters

Several of Dahl’'s books are considered staples of children’s literature:
e Charlie and the Chocolate Factory - The story of a poor boy who wins a tour of a magical
chocolate factory.

¢ Matilda - A tale of an extraordinary girl with telekinetic powers fighting against neglectful
adults.



* The BFG - The adventures of a Big Friendly Giant and a young orphan girl.

* The Witches - A dark fantasy about children battling real witches disquised as ordinary
women.

Each book showcases Dahl’s knack for blending fantasy with morality lessons, often emphasizing
kindness, courage, and intelligence.

Use of Language and Invented Words

One of Dahl’s signature literary features was his inventive use of language. He created numerous
neologisms and playful terms, such as “Oompa-Loompas” and “scrumdiddlyumptious,” which have
become embedded in popular culture. His linguistic creativity appeals to young readers and
encourages imaginative thinking.

Personal Life and Challenges

Dahl’s personal life was complex and sometimes troubled. He married actress Patricia Neal, and
together they had five children. Tragically, their family endured significant hardships, including the
death of their daughter Olivia and the severe illness of their son Theo, who suffered brain damage
due to a medical accident.

Philanthropy and Advocacy

Despite the challenges, Dahl and his wife were active in philanthropy. Dahl founded the Roald Dahl
Foundation, which supports various charitable causes, including the Roald Dahl Marvellous Children’s
Charity, dedicated to helping seriously ill children. His commitment to supporting children extended
beyond his books and into real-world advocacy.

Controversies and Criticisms

Roald Dahl’s legacy is not without controversy. In later years, some of his statements and works have
been criticized for perceived antisemitism and racial insensitivity. These issues have sparked ongoing
debates about how to reconcile the author’s literary contributions with problematic aspects of his

persona. Publishers and estates have since taken steps to address and contextualize these concerns.

Adaptations and Cultural Impact

Dahl’s stories have been adapted into numerous films, television shows, and stage productions,



further cementing his cultural influence. Notable adaptations include the 1971 film *Willy Wonka &
the Chocolate Factory* and the recent *Matilda the Musical*. These adaptations often introduce his
work to new audiences, extending his reach beyond the written page.

Legacy and Influence on Children’s Literature

Roald Dahl’s impact on children’s literature is profound. He revolutionized the genre by rejecting
overly moralistic or sanitized narratives, instead presenting children with stories that respect their
intelligence and curiosity. His works encourage critical thinking, creativity, and an appreciation for the
fantastical.

Comparisons with Contemporary Authors

When compared to other children’s authors such as Enid Blyton or Dr. Seuss, Dahl’s style stands out
for its darker themes and complex characters. While Blyton’s stories often emphasized traditional
values and Dr. Seuss used rhyme and rhythm for educational purposes, Dahl’s narratives engage with
the surreal and sometimes unsettling realities of childhood.

Enduring Popularity and Sales

It is estimated that over 250 million copies of Dahl’s books have been sold worldwide, translated into
more than 50 languages. His works consistently appear on bestseller lists, demonstrating their
timeless appeal. School curriculums across the globe frequently include Dahl’s books, underscoring
their educational and cultural value.

Additional Fascinating Facts About Roald Dahl

1. Dahl’s first published story was an adult short story titled “The Gremlins,” which was later
adapted into a Disney film project.

2. He was a skilled pilot who flew combat missions during WWII before being injured in a crash.
3. Dahl worked as a spy for the British government during the war, helping gather intelligence.

4. His writing desk was famously cluttered with notes, candy wrappers, and drafts, reflecting his
creative process.

5. Despite his success, Dahl was known for his perfectionism and often rewrote stories multiple
times.

6. He illustrated some of his own books early in his career before collaborating with well-known
illustrators like Quentin Blake.



7. Dahl’s work frequently features themes of justice, particularly children overcoming oppressive
adults.

8. He was a keen gardener and often drew inspiration from nature for his storytelling.

9. Dahl’s widow, Felicity Dahl, has been instrumental in managing his literary estate and
promoting his legacy.

10. The Roald Dahl Museum and Story Centre, located in Great Missenden, Buckinghamshire,
celebrates his life and work.

Exploring these facts reveals a multi-dimensional figure whose life experiences enriched his
storytelling and whose influence continues to inspire both readers and writers.

Roald Dahl’s unique blend of imagination, wit, and dark humor has left an indelible mark on children’s
literature. His ability to craft tales that entertain while challenging conventional norms remains a
testament to his genius. As new generations discover his stories, the fascination with Roald Dahl’s life
and works endures, making these 20 facts only a starting point for appreciating the full scope of his
contribution to literature and culture.

20 Facts About Roald Dahl

Find other PDF articles:
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20 facts about roald dahl: 1000+ Interesting and Mind Blowing Facts For Curious Minds Dave
Quillon, 2023-12-10 Great Gag Gifts For Teens, Men and Women! Discover a World of Fun: 1000+

Mind-Blowing Facts for Curious Minds - The Ultimate Trivia to Amaze Your Friends Looking for a
treasure trove of excitement that will make your young reader the superstar of any conversation?
Look no further! 1000+ Mind-Blowing Facts for Curious Minds is your child's ticket to a world
brimming with wonder and oddities. Stuffed with over a thousand snippets of knowledge, it's the
perfect companion for any youngster eager to learn and share. Why This Book Is the Perfect Gift:
Unending Fun: With topics ranging from the edge of the universe to the depths of the ocean, fashion
trends to cultural oddities, this book packs in more than a thousand facts that keep the joy of
discovery alive.Engaging and Educational: Created with young readers in mind, the easy-to-follow
format ignites a love for reading and learning, paving the way for a lifelong journey of
exploration.Interactive Experience: Designed to double as a game, it invites kids to dive into trivia
that educates as it entertains, perfect for family game nights or solo play.Endless Variety: Covering
science, history, arts, sports, and beyond, every page offers a new opportunity to learn something
unexpected and fascinating. Inside These Pages, Young Minds Will Uncover: The curious origins of
everyday concepts like numbers and currency.The awe-inspiring details of cosmic events like the Big
Bang.Time-traveling insights into historical figures and civilizations.Creative explorations into art,
fashion, and culture.Surprising and hilarious language quirks and more! Why It's More Than Just
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Facts: 1000+ Interesting and Mind-Blowing Facts For Curious Minds isn't just a list; it's a curated
experience that challenges young readers to question, discuss, and research. With a smooth blend of
profound, playful, and outright peculiar facts, this book stands as a guide and a spark for inquisitive
minds. For Solo Discovery or Social Sharing: Alone Time: It's a haven for the solo fact-finder to get
lost in the pages of knowledge.Group Fun: Select chapters that cater to the crowd, whether it's
family or friends, and launch into a session of shared trivia discovery. The Perfect Way to Grow:
Boost not just knowledge but confidence. 1000+ Mind-Blowing Facts for Curious Minds is more than
a book; it's a launchpad for future geniuses to impress, express, and excel. By learning a little about
a lot, kids expand their horizons and build the foundation to explore even greater topics. So, what
are you waiting for? Get your copy, give the gift of knowledge, and watch as those curious little
hearts become the most captivating conversationalists in the room.

20 facts about roald dahl: Roald Dahl Ann Alston, Catherine Butler, 2012-11-01 Roald Dahl is
one of the world's best-loved authors. More than twenty years after his death, his books are still
highly popular with children and have inspired numerous feature films - yet he remains a
controversial figure. This volume, the first collection of academic essays ever to be devoted to Dahl's
work, brings together a team of well-known scholars of children's literature to explore the man, his
books for children, and his complex attitudes towards various key subjects. Including essays on
education, crime, Dahl's humour, his long-term collaboration with the artist Quentin Blake, and film
adaptations, this fascinating collection offers a unique insight into the writer and his world.

20 facts about roald dahl: DahImanac 2 Roald Dahl, 2007 Contains a variety of Roald Dahl
trivia, including lots of information about the author himself.

20 facts about roald dahl: Wales History: A Timeless Journey from Celtic Origins to
Modern Great Britain History Brought Alive, 101-01-01 Wales might seem like a quiet corner of
the globe, but its history is anything but silent.... From Celtic warriors to Roman conquerors, this
book takes you on a journey exploring a captivating nation forged through centuries of battles and
achievements. Inside this book you will discover: - Explore ancient Wales through its oldest
civilizations, revealed by archaeological finds dating back to the dawn of time - Journey from ancient
times and Roman rule to Tudor transformations, Victorian innovations, and much more - Dive into
the captivating legacy of the Celts, exploring the depths of their rich culture and enduring impact -
Uncover the tales of Welsh heroes, from political changemakers like David Lloyd George to cultural
legends like Roald Dahl - Unearth the mysteries of the “Domesday Book” and its fascinating
revelations about Wales - Immerse yourself in the heart of Welsh traditions to uncover the essence
and lasting legacy of Wales - Explore the royalty of Wales, including Kings, Queens, Princesses, and
Princes, and their impact on the nation. - Dive into the defining moments that shaped Wales's future,
from historic decisions to the landmark referendum. And much, much more.. This book is an
essential read for anyone looking to understand The History of Wales and its enduring legacy. Began
on an unforgettable journey through Welsh history with this book.

20 facts about roald dahl: Roald Dahl Damian Walford Davies, 2016-08-15 Published to mark
the centenary of Roald Dahl’s (Welsh) birth, Roald Dahl: Wales of the Unexpected breaks new
ground by revealing the place of Wales in the imagination of the writer known as ‘the world’s
number one storyteller’. Exploring the complex conditioning presence of Wales in his life and work,
the essays in this collection dramatically defamiliarise Dahl and in the process render him uncanny.
Importantly, Dahl is encountered whole - his books for children and his fiction for adults are read as
mutually invigorating bodies of work, both of which evidence the ways in which Wales, and the
author’s Anglo-Welsh orientation, demand articulation throughout the career. Recognising the
impossibility of constructing a monolithic ‘Welsh’ Dahl, the contributors explore the compound and
nuanced ways in which Wales signifies across the oeuvre. Roald Dahl: Wales of the Unexpected
takes Dahl studies into new territory in terms of both subject and method, showing the new horizons
that open up when Dahl is read through a Welsh lens. Locating Dahl in illuminating new textual
networks, resourcefully offering fresh angles of entry into classic Dahl texts, rehabilitating neglected
Dahl texts, and analysing the layered genesis of (seemingly) familiar works by excavating the



manuscripts, this innovative volume brings Dahl ‘home’ in order to render him invigoratingly
unhomely. The result is not a parochialisation of Dahl, but rather a new internationalisation.

20 facts about roald dahl: The Hidden History of Coined Words Ralph Keyes, 2021-02-19
Written by one of the country's most experienced and entertaining etymological detectives, The
Hidden History of Coined Words provides a delightful excavation into the process by which words
became minted. Not only does Ralph Keyes give us the who-what-where of it all, but delights in
stories that reveal the mysteries of successful coinage.

20 facts about roald dahl: Writing, Retelling, and Critically Reading Children's and
Young Adult Tales Bernard Montoneri, 2025-06-24 This edited collection traces the evolution of
writing, retelling, and critically reading children's and young adult tales over decades of cultural,
social, and technological changes. Global contributions cover the increasingly diverse narratives
found in children's literature, including how contemporary authors challenge traditional gender
roles found in fairy tales through modern increasingly prevalent retellings. Chapters also consider
the psychological impact of storytelling on children and how narratives can provide children with
frameworks for understanding their emotions and experiences.

20 facts about roald dahl: Focus On: 100 Most Popular 20Th-century American
Politicians Wikipedia contributors,

20 facts about roald dahl: The History Gossip Katie Kennedy, 2024-11-07 TikTok sensation
Katie Kennedy, aka @TheHistoryGossip, serves up a delicious blend of fascinating, witty and
salacious history tea for every day of the year.

20 facts about roald dahl: Children’s Literature and Culture Rebecca Rowe, 2025-08-08
Children’s Literature and Culture: An Introduction guides readers in the study of culture in, around,
and through children’s literature. Children’s literature has long been used as a mechanism by which
a culture passes its values from one generation to the next. Because of this culturally didactic
purpose, children’s literature can be viewed as one of the most fruitful areas of study of any given
culture. At the same time, studying the cultures from which works of children’s literature emerge
and in which they circulate can also help better understand not only the ideas of childhood that
underpin individual texts for children but the role they play in the construction and transmission of
different cultural ideologies. This book teaches readers this double work of using culture to
understand children’s literature and vice versa. This volume traces the scholarly methodologies and
histories that have attended the study of each of the 20 chapters’ given subject—from the
representation of race in and around children’s literature to questions of censorship to how libraries
can and do shape children’s literature. In the process, it prepares readers to confidently enter and
forward scholarly debates and to teach such debates to their own students.

20 facts about roald dahl: Read Yourself Happy Daisy Buchanan, 2025-02-06 ‘Daisy’s words
never fail to make me feel less alone.’- Dolly Alderton ‘Daisy Buchanan is already my go-to person for
reading recommendations, and now she’s sharing her wisdom with the world! I can’t think of a
better guide to the books that can heal, soothe and inspire us.” - Katherine May 'Daisy writes about
anxiety with real honesty and kindness' Marian Keyes Read yourself calmer Read yourself
courageous Read yourself free Forget ‘self-help’ and embrace ‘shelf-help’ by discovering the healing
power of books and reading to inspire, comfort and fortify. In a hectic world that can feel uncertain
and overwhelming, Daisy Buchanan offers the perfect source of anti-anxiety, inviting us to discover
the literary worlds that have helped her in unwinding anxiety to survive - and thrive. Between the
covers you can expect: In Read Yourself Romantic, Daisy explores the best relationship books from
Role Models to Romeo and Juliet and speaks to David Nicholls, author of One Day, all about love. In
Read Yourself Sexy Daisy gets between the covers of best selling books like Rivals by Jilly Cooper,
Vox and Fifty Shades of Grey. Reading Your Relatives invites us into the worlds of classic books like
Little Women, Jane Austin’s Pride and Prejudice and Roald Dahl’s Matilda. Whether you're
embracing feel good books like Sophie Kinsella’s Shopaholic Series or Charles Dickens’ A Christmas
Carol or self help books to help you in overcoming anxiety and stress, Daisy provides personally
curated reading lists and over 200 book recommendations to help you process your emotions and



find more peace with every page

20 facts about roald dahl: From Page to Screen / Vom Buch zum Film Manuel
Almagro-Jiménez, Eva Parra-Membrives, 2020-10-05 For a long time now, women have struggled for
the vindication of their rights and for their visibility. This struggle may seem a story of success,
maybe not complete or equal for all women, but at least one which slowly but surely carries with it
the promise of equality for all women. However, a closer look reveals that in various fields of culture
the representation of women frequently undergoes a manipulation which makes the image of women
lose the intention initially attempted. This is often the case with adaptations of literary texts to the
screen, when the initial literary message is changed because of, for example, marketing demands or
some ideological stance. Rarely do we find the opposite case where the indifferent or emasculated
original female characters are turned into guardians and/or apologists of feminine power. The
present volume focuses precisely on the way in which the image of women is modified in films and
TV series, when compared with the original literary texts.

20 facts about roald dahl: Wonders of the World's Museums Molly Oldfield, 2018-03-08 Open
up this treasure trove of wonders to visit 43 museums and 50 exhibits! Discover the most fascinating
and mysterious objects found in museums, from star attractions to unsung exhibits. With Molly
Oldfield, research elf of hit television show QI, unearth the astonishing stories of how these
treasures were created, found and finally displayed. Travel back in time to discover an ancient
Egyptian pharaoh, encounter China's mysterious Terracotta Army, sail the seas in a Viking ship, take
flight in the world's first aeroplane, defend World War Two Britain in Churchill's siren suit, journey
to the Moon with Neil Armstrong in the Apollo 11 Command Module and even play in a World Cup
Final wearing Pelé's victory shirt. Through stunning photography and glorious illustration, these
wonders and many more will bring history, science and culture to life for readers aged 10+, as well
as the whole family!

20 facts about roald dahl: Roald Dahl Matthew Dennison, 2023-01-03 A New York Times
Book Review Editors’ Choice From one of our finest literary biographers comes a brilliant biography
of Roald Dahl: the much-loved author and creator of countless iconic literary characters. Roald Dahl
was one of the world's greatest storytellers. He conceived his vocation as as that of any fearless
explorer and, in his writing for children, he was able to tap into a child's viewpoint throughout his
life. He crafted tales that were exotic in scenario, frequently invested with a moral, and filled with
vibrant characters that endure in public imagination to the present day. In this brand-new
biography, Matthew Dennison re-evaluates the traditional narrative surrounding Dahl—that of
school sporting hero, daredevil pilot, and wartime spy-turned-author—and examines surviving
primary resources as well as Dahl's extensive literary output to tell the story of a man who identified
as a rule-breaker, an iconoclast, and a romantic—both insider and outsider, war hero and child's
friend.

20 facts about roald dahl: The Best Time Travel Stories of the 20th Century Harry Turtledove,
Martin H. Greenberg, 2004-12-28 LEAP INTO THE FUTURE, AND SHOOT BACK TO THE PAST H.
G. Wells’s seminal short story “The Time Machine,” published in 1895, provided the springboard for
modern science fiction’s time travel explosion. Responding to their own fascination with the subject,
the greatest visionary writers of the twentieth century penned some of their finest stories. Here are
eighteen of the most exciting tales ever told, including “Time’s Arrow” In Arthur C. Clarke’s classic,
two brilliant physicists finally crack the mystery of time travel—with appalling consequences. “Death
Ship” Richard Matheson, author of Somewhere in Time, unveils a chilling scenario concerning three
astronauts who stumble upon the conundrum of past and future. “Yesterday was Monday” If all the
world’s a stage, Theodore Sturgeon’s compelling tale follows the odyssey of an ordinary joe who
winds up backstage. “Rainbird” R.A. Lafferty reflects on what might have been in this brainteaser
about an inventor so brilliant that he invents himself right out of existence. “Timetipping” What if
everyone time-traveled except you? Jack Dann provides some surprising answers in this literary
gem. . .. as well as stories by Poul Anderson ¢ L. Sprague de Camp * Joe Haldeman ¢ John Kessel °
Nancy Kress « Henry Kuttner ¢ Ursula K. Le Guin * Larry Niven ¢ Charles Sheffield * Robert



Silverberg * Connie Willis By turns frightening, puzzling, and fantastic, these stories engage us in
situations that may one day break free of the bonds of fantasy . . . to enter the realm of the future:
our future. Note: A Sound of Thunder by Ray Bradbury and I'm Scared by Jack Finney are not
included in this edition.

20 facts about roald dahl: Children's Literacy Practices and Preferences Jane Sunderland,
Steven Dempster, Joanne Thistlethwaite, 2016-03-31 Over the past few decades there have been
intense debates in education surrounding children’s literacy achievement and ways to promote
reading, particularly that of boys. The Harry Potter book series has been received enthusiastically by
very many children, boys and girls alike, but has also been constructed in popular and media
discourses as a children’s, particularly a boys’, literacy saviour. Children’s Literacy Practices and
Preferences: Harry Potter and Beyond provides empirical evidence of young people’s reported
literacy practices and views on reading, and of how they see how the Harry Potter series as having
impacted their own literacy. The volume explores and debunks some of the myths surrounding Harry
Potter and literacy, and contextualizes these within children’s wider reading.

20 facts about roald dahl: De-constructing Dahl Laura Vifas Valle, 2016-01-14 This is the first
single-authored monograph on Roald Dahl since 1994. Remarkably, in spite of Dahl’s commercial
success, and the divided opinions he generates, very little scholarly work on the author has been
produced. In the light of sociocultural constructivist theory, De-constructing Dahl focuses on the
critical context, texts and paratexts that make up the packaging of “Dahl.” It offers the first
thorough overview of the criticism and the language employed to discuss Dahl since the 1970s, the
difficulties that using such language entails, and how it still permeates current criticism. It delves
into the relationship between Dahl’s children’s and adult fiction by drawing comparisons and
contrasts and exploring the common traits and patterns that bring his whole work together. It also
examines how Dahl constructed himself as a children’s writer; how his publishing house and allies
contribute to mediating and sustaining the Dahl public persona; the ways that marketing strategies
are responsible for the identity of his books; and how editorial decisions about the age range, and,
therefore, how the classification of a manuscript as a book for children or for adults constructs
particular ideas of what “children’s literature” is, and what is considered “appropriate” or
“unsuitable” for children to read.

20 facts about roald dahl: Focus On: 100 Most Popular English-language Film Directors
Wikipedia contributors,

20 facts about roald dahl: Catalog of Copyright Entries. Third Series Library of Congress.
Copyright Office, 1977

20 facts about roald dahl: Banned History Lynsey Calver, 2022-08-11 Banned History is all the
juicy bits of History which were excluded from your lessons at school. It unashamedly probes into
the darker side of some of Britain's most admired leaders, as well as exploring the hateful and
depraved nature of humanity across the last 5000 years. Banned History answers questions which
are deliberately avoided by the school curriculum due to the negative light Britain may be portrayed
such as the real reason why Britain didn't bomb Auschwitz and how the Transatlantic Slave Trade
came into being. Topical issues such as whether Churchill was a racist and how homophobia
developed and spread across the world are explored in depth. Concepts which are too horrific to
ever feature in the school curriculum are investigated to reveal how many years it takes for incest to
wipe out a family; what the most effective method of torture is; and what kind of person tastes best.
Written in a bright and breezy tone, Banned History is full of fascinating facts such as who
discovered dolphins (and who fell in love with one); why America got involved in the Vietnam war;
why Russia turned communist; how Martin Luther King got his name; how many people Europe
killed with their colonisation of the Americas; and when and why the British government legalised
men hitting their wives. Welcome to the sort of History you definitely didn't get taught at school.
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