the mavericks what a crying shame

The Mavericks What a Crying Shame: An In-Depth Look at a Timeless Classic

the mavericks what a crying shame is more than just a song title; it’'s an emotional journey
wrapped in melody and storytelling. Since its release, this track has resonated deeply with fans of
country and Americana music, capturing the bittersweet essence of heartbreak with a distinct blend
of upbeat rhythm and poignant lyrics. But what exactly makes “What a Crying Shame” stand out in
the musical landscape? Let’s dive into the story behind The Mavericks and explore the magic that
surrounds this unforgettable tune.

The Mavericks: A Band That Defies Convention

When it comes to the fusion of country, rockabilly, and Latin influences, The Mavericks hold a
unique position. Formed in Miami in the late 1980s, the band quickly distinguished themselves from
the typical country scene. Their eclectic sound, marked by Raul Malo’s soulful vocals and the
group’s dynamic instrumentation, breathed new life into traditional country music.

The Mavericks’ Musical Style and Influence

The Mavericks are known for blending genres in a way that feels natural rather than forced. Their
music carries the twang and storytelling of country but also incorporates elements of Tex-Mex, rock,
and pop. This blend creates an infectious energy, making songs like “What a Crying Shame” both
radio-friendly and artistically rich.

In “What a Crying Shame,” listeners can hear the lively horns and rhythmic beats that hint at Latin
flair, while the lyrics dive deep into themes of regret and lost love. This juxtaposition of upbeat
music with heart-wrenching lyrics is a hallmark of The Mavericks’ style, which has earned them a
loyal fan base and critical acclaim.

What a Crying Shame: The Song That Captured Hearts

Released in 1994 as the title track of their album *What a Crying Shame*, this song represents a
turning point for The Mavericks. It was their breakthrough hit, showcasing Raul Malo's vocal range
and emotional depth, along with the band’s ability to craft catchy, heartfelt tunes.

Lyrics and Emotional Impact

The lyrics of “What a Crying Shame” tell a story of sorrowful realization. It’s about looking back on a
love that slipped away and feeling the sting of regret. Lines like “What a crying shame, what a
crying shame to lose you” evoke a universal feeling of loss that listeners can instantly connect with.



The song’s narrative is relatable—it’s about the human experience of heartbreak and the melancholy
of missed opportunities. Yet, instead of dwelling in despair, the lively instrumentation encourages a
sense of resilience, suggesting that life goes on despite the pain.

Musical Composition and Arrangement

One of the reasons “What a Crying Shame” stands out is its masterful composition. The arrangement
mixes traditional country instruments like steel guitar with brass sections that add an unexpected
punch. This combination creates a vibrant soundscape that contrasts beautifully with the somber
lyrics.

The upbeat tempo and catchy chorus make it a memorable tune, perfect for both radio play and live
performances. Raul Malo’s vocal delivery is soulful and passionate, adding layers of emotion that
elevate the song beyond a typical country ballad.

The Legacy and Influence of “What a Crying Shame”

Over the years, “What a Crying Shame” has become a staple in The Mavericks’ repertoire and a
beloved classic in the country and Americana genres. Its success helped pave the way for the band’s
continued evolution and influence on other artists blending genres.

Impact on Country and Americana Music

The Mavericks challenged the boundaries of country music in the '90s by incorporating diverse
musical elements that weren’t traditionally associated with the genre. Their success with “What a
Crying Shame” demonstrated that audiences were ready for something fresh and different.

This track, along with others from the album, inspired a wave of artists who sought to blend
styles—mixing country roots with Latin rhythms, rock energy, and soulful melodies. The Mavericks
showed that country music could be both authentic and innovative.

Why “What a Crying Shame” Still Matters Today

Even decades after its release, “What a Crying Shame” continues to resonate with listeners. Its
themes of love, loss, and reflection are timeless, and its upbeat yet poignant musical style remains
refreshing.

For new generations discovering The Mavericks, the song offers a window into how country music
can tell complex emotional stories without losing its lively spirit. It’s often covered by artists across
genres, further cementing its place in music history.



Exploring The Mavericks’ Broader Discography

While “What a Crying Shame” is undoubtedly a standout, The Mavericks’ broader discography is
rich with songs that showcase their versatility and storytelling prowess.

Other Notable Tracks

- *“Dance the Night Away”**: An energetic track that highlights their ability to create feel-good
music that still carries emotional depth.

- **“All You Ever Do Is Bring Me Down”**: A soulful ballad emphasizing Malo’s vocal range and the
band’s knack for heartfelt lyrics.

- **“Here Comes the Rain”**: A song that blends melancholy with hope, demonstrating their skill in
balancing mood and melody.

Each of these songs, along with “What a Crying Shame,” offers insight into the band’s unique place
in the music world.

Tips for Appreciating The Mavericks’ Music

- **¥Listen to the lyrics closely:** The Mavericks often tell stories that reveal themselves more deeply
with repeated listens.

- ¥**Pay attention to instrumentation:** Notice how different styles and instruments come together to
create their signature sound.

- *Experience them live:** If possible, catching The Mavericks in concert offers a chance to feel the
energy and passion that define their performances.

The Emotional Resonance Behind “The Mavericks What
a Crying Shame”

Beyond musicality, “What a Crying Shame” taps into a universal emotional experience. It’s a song
that many turn to in moments of reflection, finding comfort in its honest portrayal of heartache.

The phrase “what a crying shame” itself is a poetic way of expressing regret that’s both casual and
deeply felt, making it easy to relate to. This balance of accessibility and depth is part of why the song
has remained meaningful for so long.

The Mavericks have a way of crafting songs that feel personal yet universal, inviting listeners into a
shared emotional space. This is perhaps the greatest strength of their music and what makes “What
a Crying Shame” such a timeless piece.

Listening to the track today, you can still feel the vibrant energy and heartfelt sorrow intertwined—a
testament to The Mavericks’ enduring artistry and the lasting power of a truly great song.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'The Mavericks What a Crying Shame' album?

‘What a Crying Shame' is a studio album by the American country band The Mavericks, released in
1994. It is known for its blend of country, rockabilly, and Latin influences.

When was ‘What a Crying Shame' by The Mavericks released?

The album 'What a Crying Shame' by The Mavericks was released in 1994.

What are the popular songs from "What a Crying Shame' by
The Mavericks?

Popular songs from the album include 'What a Crying Shame,' 'O What a Thrill,’ 'Dance the Night
Away,' and 'All That Heaven Will Allow.'

What genre is The Mavericks' album "What a Crying Shame'?

The album 'What a Crying Shame' by The Mavericks is primarily country, with influences of
rockabilly, Americana, and Latin music.

How was '"What a Crying Shame' received by critics?

‘What a Crying Shame' received positive reviews from critics for its unique sound and strong
songwriting, helping to establish The Mavericks as a notable band in the 1990s country music scene.

Who are the members of The Mavericks featured on "What a
Crying Shame'?

The Mavericks lineup during ‘'What a Crying Shame' included Raul Malo (vocals, guitar), Paul Deakin
(drums), Robert Reynolds (bass), and Nick Kane (guitar).

Did 'What a Crying Shame' win any awards?

While 'What a Crying Shame' did not win major awards, it was nominated for several and is often
credited with revitalizing interest in traditional country sounds during the 1990s.

Where can I listen to 'The Mavericks What a Crying Shame'?

You can listen to 'What a Crying Shame' on major streaming platforms such as Spotify, Apple Music,
Amazon Music, and YouTube.



Additional Resources
The Mavericks What a Crying Shame: A Deep Dive into the Iconic Song and Its Enduring Legacy

the mavericks what a crying shame stands out as one of the most notable tracks in the band’s
catalog, embodying a unique blend of country, rockabilly, and Latin influences that set The
Mavericks apart from their contemporaries. Since its release in the mid-1990s, "What a Crying
Shame" has resonated with audiences and critics alike, not only for its compelling storytelling but
also for its rich musical texture and heartfelt delivery. This article explores the song’s historical
context, musical composition, lyrical depth, and its impact on The Mavericks’ career and the broader
country music landscape.

Historical Context and The Mavericks’ Rise

Emerging from Miami’s vibrant music scene, The Mavericks carved a niche with a sound that defied
traditional country music norms. Their 1994 album, "What a Crying Shame," marked a turning point
in their career, propelling them into mainstream recognition. The title track, sharing the album’s
name, epitomized their approach: a fusion of traditional country storytelling with eclectic rhythms
and vocal stylings influenced by Latin and rock genres.

During the early 1990s, country music was dominated by polished, pop-infused acts. The Mavericks’
grittier, more soulful style offered a refreshing contrast. "What a Crying Shame" became emblematic
of this shift, appealing to both country purists and a broader audience seeking authenticity and
musical innovation.

Musical Composition and Style

At its core, "What a Crying Shame" combines traditional country elements with a lively rhythm
section that incorporates Tex-Mex and rockabilly influences. The song’s arrangement features
prominent steel guitar licks, a steady drumbeat, and Raul Malo’s distinctive tenor voice, which adds
emotional intensity and a touch of Latin flair.

Instrumentation and Arrangement

The instrumentation plays a pivotal role in distinguishing the track. The steel guitar, a staple in
country music, weaves through the melody, creating a melancholic yet vibrant atmosphere.
Meanwhile, the percussion section introduces subtle Latin rhythms, giving the song a danceable
undertone uncommon in mainstream country of that era.

This combination of instruments and styles contributes to a sound that is both nostalgic and fresh,
reflecting The Mavericks’ ability to honor tradition while pushing genre boundaries.



Vocal Performance and Lyrical Content

Raul Malo’s vocal delivery is a standout feature of "What a Crying Shame." His expressive tenor
conveys a raw emotional depth, capturing the heartbreak and regret embedded in the lyrics. The
song tells the story of lost love and personal sorrow, themes that resonate universally but are
rendered uniquely through Malo’s passionate interpretation.

The lyrics themselves are straightforward yet evocative, painting a vivid picture of romantic
disappointment. Lines such as “What a crying shame I ever let you go” encapsulate the central
theme of regret, while the conversational tone makes the narrative accessible and relatable.

Impact and Reception

Upon its release, "What a Crying Shame" garnered critical acclaim and chart success, peaking
within respectable positions on country music charts. Reviewers praised the band’s innovative sound
and emotional storytelling, noting that the song stood out amidst more formulaic offerings in the
genre.

The track’s success helped solidify The Mavericks’ reputation as trailblazers in country music,
inspiring other artists to experiment with genre fusion. Moreover, the album as a whole received
accolades, contributing to the band’s enduring fanbase and influence.

Comparisons with Contemporary Country Hits

When compared to the mainstream country hits of the 1990s, "What a Crying Shame" presents a
distinct alternative. While many chart-topping songs favored glossy production and pop sensibilities,
The Mavericks embraced a rawer, more organic sound. This contrast is evident when juxtaposing
the song against works by artists like Garth Brooks or Shania Twain, whose styles leaned heavily
toward commercial appeal.

The Mavericks’ approach offered an emotional authenticity and musical complexity that appealed to
listeners seeking depth beyond radio-friendly tracks. This distinction helped carve out a unique
space for the band within the competitive country music landscape.

The Mavericks’ Legacy and Influence

"What a Crying Shame" remains a defining moment in The Mavericks’ discography and a touchstone
for fans and musicians alike. The song’s blend of musical styles presaged a growing trend towards
genre hybridity in country music, influencing subsequent artists who sought to incorporate diverse
sounds into their work.



Continuing Relevance in Modern Country Music

In recent years, country music has witnessed an increasing embrace of cross-genre experimentation.
The Mavericks’ pioneering work can be seen as a precursor to this trend. Contemporary artists who
mix traditional country with rock, Latin, or pop elements owe a debt to the groundwork laid by songs
like "What a Crying Shame."

Furthermore, the song’s themes of heartbreak and loss remain timeless, ensuring its continued
resonance with new generations of listeners. Its frequent inclusion in playlists and covers by other
artists attest to its lasting appeal.

Pros and Cons of The Mavericks’ Approach

¢ Pros: Innovative blending of genres, authentic storytelling, distinctive vocal delivery, and
musical craftsmanship.

¢ Cons: Potentially niche appeal limiting mainstream commercial dominance; some traditional
country fans may find the fusion less accessible.

This balance between artistic integrity and commercial viability highlights the challenges The
Mavericks faced but also underscores the value of their contributions.

Exploring the Song’s Place in Cultural and Musical
Discourse

Beyond its musical qualities, "What a Crying Shame" serves as a cultural artifact reflecting the
evolving nature of 1990s country music. The song’s success challenged industry norms and
expanded the genre’s boundaries, encouraging a more inclusive and diverse musical conversation.

Moreover, the track’s emotional honesty and stylistic boldness continue to inspire critical analysis
and appreciation. Music scholars and critics often cite The Mavericks as exemplars of how
traditional genres can be revitalized through cross-cultural influences and personal expression.

As such, "the mavericks what a crying shame" is more than just a song title; it symbolizes a pivotal

moment in country music’s history where innovation met heartfelt artistry, leaving an indelible mark
on the genre’s trajectory.
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the mavericks what a crying shame: The Mavericks - What a Crying Shame Jay Kernis
Aaron, Mavericks, 1994-12 Matching folio featuring country hits like: O What A Thrill * What A
Crying Shame * Ain't Found Nobody * and more.

the mavericks what a crying shame: Billboard , 1994-06-25 In its 114th year, Billboard
remains the world's premier weekly music publication and a diverse digital, events, brand, content
and data licensing platform. Billboard publishes the most trusted charts and offers unrivaled
reporting about the latest music, video, gaming, media, digital and mobile entertainment issues and
trends.

the mavericks what a crying shame: Billboard , 1994-07-02 In its 114th year, Billboard
remains the world's premier weekly music publication and a diverse digital, events, brand, content
and data licensing platform. Billboard publishes the most trusted charts and offers unrivaled
reporting about the latest music, video, gaming, media, digital and mobile entertainment issues and
trends.

the mavericks what a crying shame: 501 Essential Albums of the '90s Gary Graff,
2024-11-05 501 Essential Albums of '90s is the ultimate curated list detailing dozens of the decade’s
most influential releases across all genres, featuring descriptions of the releases, album art, and
artist imagery.

the mavericks what a crying shame: SPIN , 1994-12 From the concert stage to the dressing
room, from the recording studio to the digital realm, SPIN surveys the modern musical landscape
and the culture around it with authoritative reporting, provocative interviews, and a discerning
critical ear. With dynamic photography, bold graphic design, and informed irreverence, the pages of
SPIN pulsate with the energy of today's most innovative sounds. Whether covering what's new or
what's next, SPIN is your monthly VIP pass to all that rocks.

the mavericks what a crying shame: Billboard , 1994-07-09 In its 114th year, Billboard
remains the world's premier weekly music publication and a diverse digital, events, brand, content
and data licensing platform. Billboard publishes the most trusted charts and offers unrivaled
reporting about the latest music, video, gaming, media, digital and mobile entertainment issues and
trends.

the mavericks what a crying shame: Billboard , 1994-05-28 In its 114th year, Billboard
remains the world's premier weekly music publication and a diverse digital, events, brand, content
and data licensing platform. Billboard publishes the most trusted charts and offers unrivaled
reporting about the latest music, video, gaming, media, digital and mobile entertainment issues and
trends.

the mavericks what a crying shame: Billboard , 1994-06-11 In its 114th year, Billboard
remains the world's premier weekly music publication and a diverse digital, events, brand, content
and data licensing platform. Billboard publishes the most trusted charts and offers unrivaled
reporting about the latest music, video, gaming, media, digital and mobile entertainment issues and
trends.

the mavericks what a crying shame: Billboard , 1994-06-18 In its 114th year, Billboard
remains the world's premier weekly music publication and a diverse digital, events, brand, content
and data licensing platform. Billboard publishes the most trusted charts and offers unrivaled
reporting about the latest music, video, gaming, media, digital and mobile entertainment issues and
trends.

the mavericks what a crying shame: The Art of Record Production Simon
Zagorski-Thomas, Katia Isakoff, Serge Lacasse, Sophie Stévance, 2016-04-01 The playback of
recordings is the primary means of experiencing music in contemporary society, and in recent years
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‘classical' musicologists and popular music theorists have begun to examine the ways in which the
production of recordings affects not just the sound of the final product but also musical aesthetics
more generally. Record production can, indeed, be treated as part of the creative process of
composition. At the same time, training in the use of these forms of technology has moved from an
apprentice-based system into university education. Musical education and music research are thus
intersecting to produce a new academic field: the history and analysis of the production of recorded
music. This book is designed as a general introductory reader, a text book for undergraduate degree
courses studying the creative processes involved in the production of recorded music. The aim is to
introduce students to the variety of approaches and methodologies that are currently being
employed by scholars in this field. The book is divided into three sections covering historical
approaches, theoretical approaches and case studies and practice. There are also three interludes of
commentary on the academic contributions from leading record producers and other industry
professionals. This collection gives students and scholars a broad overview of the way in which
academics from the analytical and practice-based areas of the university system can be brought
together with industry professionals to explore the ways in which this new academic field should
progress.

the mavericks what a crying shame: Billboard , 1994-04-30 In its 114th year, Billboard
remains the world's premier weekly music publication and a diverse digital, events, brand, content
and data licensing platform. Billboard publishes the most trusted charts and offers unrivaled
reporting about the latest music, video, gaming, media, digital and mobile entertainment issues and
trends.

the mavericks what a crying shame: Billboard , 1994-05-14 In its 114th year, Billboard
remains the world's premier weekly music publication and a diverse digital, events, brand, content
and data licensing platform. Billboard publishes the most trusted charts and offers unrivaled
reporting about the latest music, video, gaming, media, digital and mobile entertainment issues and
trends.

the mavericks what a crying shame: Billboard , 1994-12-24 In its 114th year, Billboard
remains the world's premier weekly music publication and a diverse digital, events, brand, content
and data licensing platform. Billboard publishes the most trusted charts and offers unrivaled
reporting about the latest music, video, gaming, media, digital and mobile entertainment issues and
trends.

the mavericks what a crying shame: Producing Country Michael Jarrett, 2014-07-01
Musicians make music. Producers make records. In the early days of recorded music, the producer
was the artists-and-repertoire man, or A&R man, for short. A powerful figure, the A&R man chose
both who would record and what they would record. His decisions profoundly shaped our musical
tastes. Don Law found country bluesman Robert Johnson and honky-tonk crooner Lefty Frizzell.
Cowboy Jack Clement took the initiative to record Jerry Lee Lewis (while his boss, Sam Phillips, was
away on business). When Ray Charles said he wanted to record a country-and-western album, Sid
Feller gathered songs for his consideration. The author's extensive interviews with music makers
offer the fullest account ever of the producer's role in creating country music. In its focus on
recordings and record production, Producing Country tells the story of country music from its early
years to the present day through hit records by Hank Williams, George Jones, Patsy Cline, Buck
Owens, Dolly Parton, Johnny Cash, Loretta Lynn, Waylon Jennings, and Merle Haggard, among many
others. Includes original interviews with producers Chet Atkins, Pete Anderson, Jimmy Bowen,
Bobby Braddock, Harold Bradley, Tony Brown, Blake Chancey, Jack Clement, Scott Hendricks, Bob
Johnston, Jerry Kennedy, Blake Mevis, Ken Nelson, Jim Ed Norman, Allen Reynolds, Jim Rooney,
James Stroud, Paul Worley, and Reggie Young, among others. Publication of this book is funded by
the Beatrice Fox Auerbach Foundation Fund at the Hartford Foundation for Public Giving.

the mavericks what a crying shame: Billboard , 1994-06-11 In its 114th year, Billboard
remains the world's premier weekly music publication and a diverse digital, events, brand, content
and data licensing platform. Billboard publishes the most trusted charts and offers unrivaled



reporting about the latest music, video, gaming, media, digital and mobile entertainment issues and
trends.

the mavericks what a crying shame: Poets and Dreamers Tamara Saviano, 2025-05-30 Part
memoir, part oral history, Poets and Dreamers: My Life in Americana Music traces Tamara Saviano’s
remarkable journey through the rise of the Americana music genre. Spanning more than three
decades, Saviano unfolds the story of Americana—country music’s bohemian cousin—from her
unique perspectives as a journalist, historian, Grammy-winning music producer, filmmaker, and
artist emissary. The first woman president of the Americana Music Association and producer of the
early Americana Honors and Awards shows at Nashville’s storied Ryman Auditorium, Saviano takes
readers behind the scenes for some of the most significant moments in Americana history. Poets and
Dreamers illuminates the exceptional Americana community: an ever-expanding yet close-knit circle
of friends and unsung heroes devoted to the success of roots music and its artists. Highlights include
interviews with artists and colleagues and memories of special events, concerts, and day-to-day life
with singers, songwriters, and musicians. Tender stories recalling Saviano’s close relationships with
two of her most enduring clients, iconic songwriters Kris Kristofferson and Guy Clark, round out this
singular historical work. Including photographs of significant people and moments in Americana
music, Poets and Dreamers: My Life in Americana Music will entertain and inform a worldwide
readership of fans, students, and scholars of Americana and roots music.

the mavericks what a crying shame: Billboard , 1995-01-28 In its 114th year, Billboard
remains the world's premier weekly music publication and a diverse digital, events, brand, content
and data licensing platform. Billboard publishes the most trusted charts and offers unrivaled
reporting about the latest music, video, gaming, media, digital and mobile entertainment issues and
trends.

the mavericks what a crying shame: The New Generation of Country Music Stars David
Dicaire, 2014-11-21 This book highlights 50 of the most important entertainers in contemporary
country music, providing a brief biography of each artist with special emphasis on experiences that
influenced their musical careers. The artists are divided into five categories: The New Traditionalists
(artists such as George Strait, Reba McEntire, and Clint Black who established the mainstream
country sound in the 1980s); Alternative Country (artists such as Steve Earle and Bela Fleck who
made country music on their own terms); Groups (ensemble acts such as Alabama, the Dixie Chicks,
and Rascal Flatts that have carried on the traditions of the Carter Family and other prominent
groups of the 1920s and 1930s); Country-Pop (artists such as Garth Brooks and Shania Twain who
firmly established the countrypolitan sound as the cash cow of Nashville); and New Country (the
next generation of country-pop artists, with particular attention paid to international megastars such
as Keith Urban, and teen sensations, including LeAnn Rimes and Taylor Swift).

the mavericks what a crying shame: THE TRUTH ABOUT COWBOYS Margot Early,
2013-12-15 TRUTH OF THE HEART Erin MacKenzie considers herself a candidate for the Dumped
by Cowboys Hall of Fame. Especially since she was stood up by rodeo cowboy Abe Cockburn, the
father of her baby daughter, Maeve. And then there's another cowboy—Erin's own father, rancher
Kip Kay, whom she's never even met. Who's never acknowledged her. Erin makes a risky choice: she
goes to Colorado to tell Abe about his daughter. And to tell Kip about his. She goes to Colorado to
find the truth about cowboys...and about fathers.

the mavericks what a crying shame: Billboard , 1995-11-18 In its 114th year, Billboard
remains the world's premier weekly music publication and a diverse digital, events, brand, content
and data licensing platform. Billboard publishes the most trusted charts and offers unrivaled
reporting about the latest music, video, gaming, media, digital and mobile entertainment issues and
trends.
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