
the riddle of the rosetta stone
The Riddle of the Rosetta Stone: Unlocking Ancient Mysteries

the riddle of the rosetta stone has fascinated historians, linguists, and archaeologists
for centuries. This ancient artifact, discovered in 1799, became the key that finally
unlocked the secrets of Egyptian hieroglyphs, a writing system that had puzzled scholars
for thousands of years. But what exactly made the Rosetta Stone such a mysterious and
significant find? Why was it so crucial in understanding ancient civilizations? Let’s dive into
the story behind this remarkable relic, explore the challenges it presented, and uncover
how it transformed our knowledge of the ancient world.

The Discovery of the Rosetta Stone

The Rosetta Stone was unearthed during Napoleon Bonaparte’s military campaign in Egypt,
specifically in the town of Rosetta (modern-day Rashid) along the Nile Delta. French soldiers
stumbled upon a slab of granodiorite that bore inscriptions in three different scripts: Greek,
Demotic, and Egyptian hieroglyphs. This discovery was revolutionary because it provided a
bilingual key to deciphering a language that had been indecipherable for centuries.

Why the Stone Was Such a Mystery

Prior to the Rosetta Stone’s discovery, Egyptian hieroglyphs were largely misunderstood.
Scholars debated whether they were purely symbolic or phonetic, and there was no
consensus on how to interpret them. The stone presented the same text—a decree issued
in 196 BCE—written in three scripts:

- Egyptian hieroglyphs (the sacred script)
- Demotic script (the common Egyptian script)
- Ancient Greek (the language of the rulers at that time)

Because Greek was well understood, researchers realized that the inscriptions could be
compared to decode the other scripts. However, this was no simple task.

Cracking the Code: The Challenge of
Decipherment

The riddle of the Rosetta Stone wasn’t solved overnight. It took decades of meticulous
scholarship and linguistic detective work. Early attempts were made by scholars like
Thomas Young, who identified that some hieroglyphs represented phonetic sounds rather
than just symbolic meanings. Building on this, Jean-François Champollion made
groundbreaking progress.



Champollion’s Breakthrough

Champollion, a French scholar with expertise in Coptic (the later stage of the Egyptian
language), realized that the hieroglyphic script combined ideographic (symbolic) and
phonetic elements. In 1822, he announced that he had deciphered the hieroglyphs by using
the Greek text as a reference. His work was monumental because it not only revealed the
language but also opened the door to understanding ancient Egyptian culture and history.

The Rosetta Stone’s Impact on Egyptology

Without the Rosetta Stone, much of what we know about ancient Egypt would remain a
mystery. Its decipherment marked the birth of Egyptology as a scientific discipline.

Insights Gained from Decoding the Stone

Once hieroglyphs were understood, historians could read ancient documents, tomb
inscriptions, and religious texts. This unlocked:

- Knowledge of pharaohs and dynasties
- Insights into religious beliefs and rituals
- Understanding of daily life and societal structure
- Records of historical events and trade

The Stone as a Symbol of Linguistic Breakthroughs

The riddle of the Rosetta Stone also symbolizes the power of comparative linguistics in
solving ancient puzzles. It highlighted how multilingual inscriptions can serve as linguistic
bridges, helping to decode lost languages and scripts around the world.

The Physical Stone: More Than Just Words

The Rosetta Stone itself is a fascinating artifact. Made from granodiorite, it measures about
114 cm tall, 72 cm wide, and 28 cm thick. Its text is a decree by King Ptolemy V, affirming
his royal cult and granting privileges to priests.

Interestingly, the stone was likely part of a larger stele and was reused in construction,
which is why it was found broken and worn. Today, it resides in the British Museum, where
it continues to attract millions of visitors eager to witness this key to ancient history.



Why the Stone Was Written in Three Scripts

The use of three scripts on the Rosetta Stone reflects the multicultural nature of Egypt at
the time. Greek was the administrative language of the Ptolemaic rulers, Demotic was the
everyday script for common Egyptians, and hieroglyphs were reserved for religious and
official contexts. This trilingual inscription was a clever way to communicate the same
message to different segments of society.

Lessons from the Riddle of the Rosetta Stone

The story of the Rosetta Stone teaches us more than just how to read ancient scripts. It
offers valuable lessons about patience, interdisciplinary collaboration, and the importance
of context in understanding language.

Patience and Persistence: Deciphering the stone took decades, showing that
solving complex puzzles often requires sustained effort.

Interdisciplinary Approach: Linguistics, archaeology, history, and even chemistry
(for preservation) all played roles in unlocking its secrets.

Value of Context: Understanding the cultural and historical context was key to
interpreting the stone’s inscriptions accurately.

Modern Technology and the Rosetta Stone

Today, technology such as 3D scanning and digital imaging is used to study the Rosetta
Stone in even greater detail. Scholars can analyze wear patterns, inscriptions, and even the
stone’s composition without damaging it. This ongoing research continues to deepen our
understanding of ancient Egypt and the process of decipherment itself.

Exploring the riddle of the Rosetta Stone reminds us of the incredible human curiosity and
ingenuity that drive discovery. From a broken slab found in a small Egyptian town to a
worldwide symbol of linguistic breakthrough, the Rosetta Stone’s journey is a testament to
the enduring power of language and history.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Rosetta Stone?
The Rosetta Stone is an ancient Egyptian artifact inscribed with the same text in three
scripts: Greek, Demotic, and Egyptian hieroglyphs, which helped scholars decipher Egyptian



hieroglyphs.

Why is the Rosetta Stone considered a riddle?
The Rosetta Stone is considered a riddle because the meaning of Egyptian hieroglyphs was
lost for centuries, and the stone's inscriptions provided the key to unlocking their
decipherment.

When and where was the Rosetta Stone discovered?
The Rosetta Stone was discovered in 1799 by French soldiers near the town of Rosetta
(Rashid) in the Nile Delta, Egypt.

Who deciphered the Rosetta Stone?
Jean-François Champollion, a French scholar, is credited with deciphering the Rosetta Stone
in 1822, unlocking the meaning of Egyptian hieroglyphs.

What languages are inscribed on the Rosetta Stone?
The Rosetta Stone contains the same text written in three scripts: Ancient Greek, Demotic
script, and Egyptian hieroglyphs.

How did the Rosetta Stone help in understanding
ancient Egyptian culture?
By enabling the translation of hieroglyphs, the Rosetta Stone allowed scholars to read
ancient Egyptian texts, revealing insights into their history, religion, and daily life.

What was the content of the text on the Rosetta Stone?
The text on the Rosetta Stone is a decree issued in 196 BCE by King Ptolemy V, affirming
royal cult and policies.

Where is the Rosetta Stone currently located?
The Rosetta Stone is currently housed in the British Museum in London.

Why was the Rosetta Stone inscribed in three different
scripts?
The decree was inscribed in three scripts to be understood by different groups: the priests
(hieroglyphs), the government officials (Demotic), and the Greek-speaking rulers.

What impact did the Rosetta Stone have on modern



linguistics and archaeology?
The Rosetta Stone's decipherment was a breakthrough that opened up the study of ancient
Egyptian language and culture, significantly advancing the fields of linguistics, archaeology,
and Egyptology.

Additional Resources
The Riddle of the Rosetta Stone: Unlocking Ancient Mysteries

the riddle of the rosetta stone has captivated historians, linguists, and archaeologists
for nearly two centuries. This enigmatic artifact, discovered in 1799, stands as a
cornerstone in the decipherment of ancient Egyptian hieroglyphs, bridging the gap between
lost civilizations and modern understanding. Its significance transcends mere translation; it
represents a monumental breakthrough in historical linguistics and the study of ancient
cultures. Yet, beyond its celebrated role, the Rosetta Stone remains shrouded in nuances
and complexities that continue to intrigue experts and enthusiasts alike.

The Discovery and Historical Context of the
Rosetta Stone

The Rosetta Stone was unearthed during Napoleon Bonaparte’s Egyptian campaign near
the town of Rosetta (modern-day Rashid) in the Nile Delta. Its discovery was somewhat
serendipitous—a fragment of a larger stele, it was initially noted for its inscriptions in three
scripts: Greek, Demotic, and Egyptian hieroglyphs. This tri-scriptural format was key to its
eventual interpretation, but at first, it posed a confounding challenge.

Historically, the stone dates back to 196 BCE, during the reign of Ptolemy V. The inscription
is a decree issued by priests affirming the king’s royal cult. While the content itself might
appear mundane—a political-religious proclamation—the scripts inscribed on the stone
make it invaluable. It embodies a linguistic puzzle: how to decode an ancient script that had
been indecipherable for centuries.

Why the Rosetta Stone Is a Linguistic Breakthrough

The riddle of the rosetta stone lies primarily in its multi-lingual inscriptions. The Greek text
was well understood by scholars of the time, serving as a Rosetta stone in the metaphorical
sense—a key to unlock the unknown. Demotic script, a cursive form of Egyptian writing
used for everyday purposes, was partially understood, but hieroglyphs remained a mystery.

Jean-François Champollion, a French scholar, is credited with the breakthrough in 1822,
when he successfully deciphered the hieroglyphic script. His methodical comparison of the
Greek text with the hieroglyphs revealed that the latter were not merely symbolic but also
phonetic. This discovery revolutionized the study of Egyptology and opened doors to a
more comprehensive understanding of ancient Egyptian civilization.



Decoding the Riddle: Methods and Challenges

Deciphering the Rosetta Stone was not a straightforward process. The challenge lay in the
complexity of the Egyptian writing system, which incorporated ideograms, phonograms,
and determinatives. Unlike alphabetic scripts, hieroglyphs could represent sounds, objects,
or concepts, requiring an intricate linguistic approach.

Champollion’s Analytical Approach

Champollion’s success can be attributed to his deep knowledge of Coptic, the liturgical
language descended from ancient Egyptian. By recognizing the phonetic components of
hieroglyphs and cross-referencing them with the Greek names and terms, he established a
foundational understanding.

His approach involved:

Identifying proper names in the Greek text and matching them to hieroglyphic
sequences.

Distinguishing between phonetic and ideographic symbols.

Utilizing the context of the decree to infer meanings of ambiguous characters.

This systematic methodology transformed the Rosetta Stone from a linguistic enigma into a
decipherable text, leading to the unraveling of the wider corpus of Egyptian inscriptions.

Limitations and Ongoing Debates

Despite its pivotal role, the Rosetta Stone is not without limitations. The stone is a
fragment, and the decree inscribed is only one example of ancient texts. Some scholars
argue that the stone’s focus on a specific religious decree limits its representational value
for understanding all aspects of Egyptian writing.

Moreover, debates persist about the extent to which the stone reflects the evolution of
hieroglyphic writing, given that it dates to the Ptolemaic period—a time when Egyptian
culture was already influenced by Hellenistic elements. This raises questions about the
authenticity of the language style and its representation of earlier Egyptian epochs.

The Rosetta Stone’s Legacy in Modern



Archaeology and Linguistics

The riddle of the rosetta stone did not end with its initial decipherment. Instead, it marked
the beginning of a new era in archaeology and philology. The stone’s impact is evident in
several domains:

Enhanced Understanding of Ancient Egypt

Thanks to the Rosetta Stone, scholars gained unprecedented access to Egyptian history,
religion, and administration. Texts that were once indecipherable—ranging from
monumental inscriptions to papyri—became readable. This enabled the reconstruction of
Egyptian chronology, mythology, and social structures.

Influence on Decipherment of Other Scripts

The methodologies developed in decoding the Rosetta Stone inspired efforts to decipher
other ancient scripts, such as cuneiform and Mayan glyphs. The principle of using bilingual
or trilingual inscriptions as linguistic keys has proven invaluable in historical linguistics.

Symbol of Cultural Heritage and Preservation

Today, the Rosetta Stone is housed in the British Museum, where it attracts millions of
visitors annually. It symbolizes the importance of cultural heritage preservation and
international collaboration in archaeology. However, its presence outside Egypt has also
sparked debates about artifact repatriation, adding another layer to its complex legacy.

Comparative Significance: Rosetta Stone and
Other Linguistic Artifacts

While the Rosetta Stone is arguably the most famous linguistic artifact, it can be
contextualized alongside other significant discoveries:

The Behistun Inscription: A trilingual inscription in Old Persian, Elamite, and1.
Babylonian cuneiform that enabled the decipherment of cuneiform scripts.

The Dead Sea Scrolls: Although primarily religious texts, their discovery advanced2.
understanding of ancient Hebrew and Aramaic languages.

The Code of Hammurabi: An ancient law code inscribed in Akkadian cuneiform,3.
providing insights into early legal systems.



Each of these artifacts shares the characteristic of providing a linguistic bridge to the past.
However, the Rosetta Stone’s unique combination of scripts and its role in unlocking
hieroglyphs give it a distinct place in linguistic history.

The Pros and Cons of the Rosetta Stone as a
Decipherment Tool

Pros:

Multilingual inscription enabled cross-referencing and comparative analysis.

Preserved in good condition, allowing detailed study.

Provided a concrete example of a known historical decree.

Cons:

Fragmentary nature limits understanding of the full decree.

Reflects a late period of Egyptian writing, potentially less representative of
earlier hieroglyphic usage.

Its discovery and current location raise ethical questions about cultural
ownership.

The riddle of the rosetta stone, therefore, extends beyond linguistic decipherment to
encompass cultural and ethical considerations in archaeology.

The continued fascination with the Rosetta Stone underscores its enduring value as a key to
ancient knowledge and as a symbol of humanity’s quest to understand its past. As new
technologies and interdisciplinary approaches emerge, the stone’s mysteries may yet yield
further insights, ensuring its place at the heart of historical inquiry for generations to come.
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  the riddle of the rosetta stone: The Riddle of the Rosetta Stone James Cross Giblin,
1993-02 Describes how the discovery and deciphering of the Rosetta Stone unlocked the secret of
Egyptian hieroglyphics
  the riddle of the rosetta stone: The Riddle of the Rosetta Stone James Cross Giblin, 2001
Describes how the discovery and deciphering of the Rosetta Stone unlocked the secret of Egyptian
hieroglyphics.
  the riddle of the rosetta stone: Riddle Of Rosetta Stone Lb GIBLIN, 1990-10-20 Until the
Rosetta Stone was finally translated and the decoding of hieroglyphic writing made possible, much
of Egyptian history was lost. The author has done a masterful job of distilling information, citing the
highlights, and fitting it all together in an interesting and enlightening look at a puzzling subject. -H.
The social and intellectual history here are fascinating. A handsome, inspiring book. -K. Notable
Children's Books of 1991 (ALA) Notable 1990 Children's Trade Books in Social Studies (NCSS/CBC)
Children's Books of 1990 (Library of Congress) 100 Books for Reading and Sharing (NY Public
Library) Parenting Honorable Mention, Reading Magic Award
  the riddle of the rosetta stone: The Riddle of the Rosetta Stone James Cross Giblin, 1990
Describes how the discovery and deciphering of the Rosetta Stone unlocked the secrets of Egyptian
hieroglyphs.
  the riddle of the rosetta stone: The Riddle of the Rosetta Jed Z. Buchwald, Diane Greco
Josefowicz, 2022-05-24 A major new history of the race between two geniuses to decipher ancient
Egyptian hieroglyphs, set against the backdrop of nineteenth-century Europe In 1799, a French
Army officer was rebuilding the defenses of a fort on the banks of the Nile when he discovered an
ancient stele fragment bearing a decree inscribed in three different scripts. So begins one of the
most familiar tales in Egyptology—that of the Rosetta Stone and the decipherment of Egyptian
hieroglyphs. This book draws on fresh archival evidence to provide a major new account of how the
English polymath Thomas Young and the French philologist Jean-François Champollion vied to be
the first to solve the riddle of the Rosetta. Jed Buchwald and Diane Greco Josefowicz bring to life a
bygone age of intellectual adventure. Much more than a decoding exercise centered on a single
artifact, the race to decipher the Rosetta Stone reflected broader disputes about language, historical
evidence, biblical truth, and the value of classical learning. Buchwald and Josefowicz paint
compelling portraits of Young and Champollion, two gifted intellects with altogether different
motivations. Young disdained Egyptian culture and saw Egyptian writing as a means to greater
knowledge about Greco-Roman antiquity. Champollion, swept up in the political chaos of Restoration
France and fiercely opposed to the scholars aligned with throne and altar, admired ancient Egypt
and was prepared to upend conventional wisdom to solve the mystery of the hieroglyphs. Taking
readers from the hushed lecture rooms of the Institut de France to the windswept monuments of the
Valley of the Kings, The Riddle of the Rosetta reveals the untold story behind one of the nineteenth
century's most thrilling discoveries.
  the riddle of the rosetta stone: French Discovery in an Age of Revolution Jim Libby,
2023-07-28 The chaos of the French Revolution was quickly followed by the somewhat less chaotic
rule of Napoleon Bonaparte. For roughly 25 years, France saw five constitutions; countless warring
political factions; governments that included a monarchy, a republic, and an empire; and almost
constant warfare with most of Europe. At the same time, the French fought from within, sending
thousands of its own people to the guillotine. And yet, there were perhaps more advancements
during that time than any other in world history. Two brothers launched hot air balloons,
inaugurating the age of flight, more than 100 years before Orville and Wilbur Wright. Modern
chemistry was developed, eclipsing the strange and superstitious field of alchemy which proceeded
it. The metric system was created. Napoleon Bonaparte's army explored Egypt for three years, and a
French man would later translate the mysterious hieroglyphs. This book details these French
advances and more, including the first photograph, the first automobile, and development of the
process that spawned computer programming.



  the riddle of the rosetta stone: Cell Language Theory, The: Connecting Mind And Matter
Sungchul Ji, 2017-11-24 This book represents the results of 45 years of research on a wide range of
topics, including atomic physics, single-molecule enzymology, whole-cell metabolism, physiology,
pharmacology, linguistics, semiotics, and cosmology. It describes the first comprehensive molecular
theory of the genotype-phenotype coupling based on two key theoretical concepts: (i) the conformon,
the conformational wave packet in biopolymers carrying both the free energy and genetic
information; and (ii) the intracellular dissipative structures, the chemical concentration waves inside
the cell that serve as the immediate drivers of all cell functions. Conformons provide the driving
forces for all molecular machines in the cell, and intracellular dissipative structures coordinate intra-
and intercellular processes such as gene expression and cell-cell communications.One of the
predictions made by the cell language theory (CLT) is that there are two forms of genetic
information — the Watson-Crick genes transmitting information in time (identified with DNA), and
the Prigoginian genes transmitting information in space (identified with RNA expression profiles).
The former is analogous to sheet music or written language and the latter is akin to audio music or
spoken language, both being coupled by conformons acting as the analog of the pianist. The new
theory of DNA structure and function constructed on the basis of CLT can rationally account for
most of the puzzling findings recently unearthed by the ENCODE (Encyclopedia of DNA Elements)
project.The Cell Language Theory has important applications in biomedical sciences including drug
discovery research and personalized medicine on the one hand and in the mind-body research and
consciousness studies on the other.
  the riddle of the rosetta stone: Imperialism, Art and Restitution John Henry Merryman,
2006-06-05 This book is about whether or not great works of art should be returned.
  the riddle of the rosetta stone: Inspiring Literacy Sam Leaton Sebesta, Kenneth L.
Donelson, 1993-01-01
  the riddle of the rosetta stone: Riddle of the Labyrinth Margalit Fox, 2013-07-11 The
decoding of Linear B is one of the world's greatest stories: from the discovery of a cache of ancient
tablets recording a lost prehistoric language to the dramatic solution of the riddle nearly seventy
years later, it exerts a mesmerising pull on the imagination. But this captivating story is missing a
crucial piece. Two men have dominated Linear B in popular history: Arthur Evans, the intrepid
Victorian archaeologist who unearthed Linear B at Knossos and Michael Ventris, the dashing young
amateur who produced a solution. But there was a third figure: Alice Kober, without whose
painstaking work, recorded on pieces of paper clipped from hymn-sheets and magazines and stored
in cigarette boxes in her Brooklyn loft, Linear B might still remain a mystery. Drawing on Kober's
own papers - only made available recently - Margalit Fox provides the final piece of the enigma, and
along the way reveals how you decipher a language when you know neither its grammar nor its
alphabet as well as the stories behind other ancient languages, like the dancing-man Rongorongo of
Easter Island.
  the riddle of the rosetta stone: Freud on Interpretation Robert W Rieber, 2012-02-02 This
book presents new insights into Freud’s famous “discovery” of the unconscious and the subsequent
development of psychoanalytic theories. The authors explore the original context in which these
ideas arose and the central debate about mind as matter or something that transcends matter. In the
course of this examination, it is demonstrated that Freud was influenced not only by the 19th
century scientific milieu, but also by ancient cultures. While it is known that Freud was an avid
collector of ancient artifacts and generally interested in these older cultures, this book
systematically investigates their profound effect on his thinking and theorizing. Two major
influences, Egyptian mythology and Jewish mysticism are analyzed in terms of similarities to Freud’s
emerging ideas about the mind and its diseases. To further this line of investigation, Bakan supplies
an illuminating discussion of what it means to interpret. Taken from the viewpoint that
interpretation involves an u
  the riddle of the rosetta stone: School Wide Book Events Virginia Ray, 2003-08-30 A
handbook of easy school-wide one-day events that provide reading celebrations for elementary and



middle school age students. The ideas are designed to be used for National Library Week, Read
Across America Day, Reading Is Fundamental, and other local reading celebrations and events. They
are also applicable for just day-by-day reading promotions in libraries. The programs are presented
in depth with ideas, bibliographies, original skits, etc. Events are applicable for use in public and
school library settings. Grades K-6.
  the riddle of the rosetta stone: SRA Open Court Reading Marilyn Jager Adams, 2002 Contains
materials designed to aid students in understanding the stories and lessons in Level 6 of the SRA
Open Court reading series. Blackline masters in the decodable books allow students to apply their
knowledge of phonics elements to read simple texts.
  the riddle of the rosetta stone: Home Learning Year by Year, Revised and Updated Rebecca
Rupp, 2020-01-21 A comprehensive guide to designing homeschool curriculum, from one of the
country’s foremost homeschooling experts—now revised and updated! Homeschooling can be a
tremendous gift to your children—a personalized educational experience tailored to each kid’s
interests, abilities, and learning styles. But what to teach, and when, and how? Especially for
first-time homeschoolers, the prospect of tackling an annual curriculum can be daunting. In Home
Learning Year by Year, Rebecca Rupp presents comprehensive plans from preschool through high
school, covering integral subjects for each grade, with lists of topics commonly presented at each
level, recommended resource and reading lists, and suggestions for creative alternative options and
approaches. Included, along with all the educational basics, are techniques and resources for
teaching everything from philosophy to engineering, as well as suggestions for dealing with such
sensitive topics as sex education. Now revised throughout with all-new updates featuring the most
effective and up-to-date methods and reading guides to homeschool your child at all ages, Home
Learning Year by Year continues to be the definitive book for the homeschooling parent.
  the riddle of the rosetta stone: The Decrypter and the Mind Hacker Rose Sandy,
2014-02-22 Calla Cress took down the world’s most dangerous man. She made one mistake, she let
him live. When a billionaire, once the British Secret Service’s most brilliant code breaker, uses his
vast resources to lure the world’s top minds into his prison cell, they leave in a coma, and seconds
later, a virus attacks government systems. An explosion rips through a guarded safe house in
Colorado. British Museum curator turned undercover government agent Calla Cress wakes up
halfway across the world at the whim of a powerful, unidentified organization demanding she
produces the whereabouts of a missing MI6 agent who can disarm the billionaire’s hacks. Powerful
people are prepared to kill to obtain the cryptic secret the agent kept. Now the only person who can
unpick the billionaire’s hacks is a stranger who’s been missing for 30 years and whose cryptic
secrets may prove fatal to his cause. With only a handful of clues left in a mysterious
sixteenth-century anagram encrypted with a sequence of codes, Calla, NSA security advisor Nash
Shields and tech entrepreneur Jack Kleve are thrust in a dangerous race across the globe. Calla
realizes she has to complete a mission that will shape the world’s fate and is led back in time. With
each haunting revelation, they dodge sniper bullets and soon realize the key to disarming the hacks
comes at an astonishing price. Calla needs to find the person, once a part of the secret service, a
stranger who may just be someone who’s known Calla all her life. Thrilling, The Decrypter and the
Mind Hacker is a heart-stopping, high-paced adventure taking readers from the sunlit streets of
modern-day Greece to the shadowy mountains of Colorado. The Decrypter and the Mind Hacker is a
must-read for Dan Brown, Clive Cussler, and Robert Ludlum fans. It is book 2 in the Calla Cress
Thriller Series. What readers are saying about The Decrypter Series: ★★★★★ “Gripping read!” ★★★★★
“Absolutely brilliant storyline. After reading book one I just had to get into book two.” ★★★★★Takes
you on a ride and refuses to let you off until you reach the very end. ★★★★★A brilliant read! I
recommend this to anyone who enjoys mystery, suspense, thrillers, or action novels. The detail is
astounding! The historic references, location descriptions, references to technology,
cryptography....this author really knows her stuff. ★★★★★An action-packed adventure, techno-thriller
across several continents like a Jason Bourne or James Bond movie, but with an actual storyline!
★★★★★Brilliantly written. I loved the very descriptive side, which was a good way of visualizing and



getting to terms with each new place, as the action takes place in several different countries. Read
less
  the riddle of the rosetta stone: AMEN Nicholas P. Ginex, 2012-07-25 Few people have been
exposed to the history of our religious past. Only by having a true understanding of how our beliefs
in God originated can we proceed on a path of knowledge about God and our purpose in life. Such
knowledge will challenge many of us who have been brought up with a prescribed set of religious
dogma. People around the world are witnessing the murder of innocent human beings advocated by
religious extremist factions. This book brings to light why the scriptures of our monotheistic
religions are in dire need of being revised. Nicholas P. Ginex, author of Future of God Amen, has
researched the past of a very spiritual people and found that Amen is the fi rst-universal god that has
profoundly infl uenced the development of the Judaic, Christian, and Islamic religions.
  the riddle of the rosetta stone: Cleopatra and Ancient Egypt for Kids Simonetta Carr,
2018-07-01 2018 San Diego Book Awards Finalist Cleopatra has been called intelligent and
scheming, ambitious and ruthless, sensual and indulgent. This unique biography captures the
excitement of her life story, including portions that have been largely neglected, such as her interest
in literature and science and her role as a mother, and allows readers to draw their own conclusions.
Cleopatra and Ancient Egypt for Kids also includes maps, time lines, online resources, a glossary,
and 21 engaging hands-on activities to help readers better appreciate the ancient culture and era in
which Cleopatra lived. Kids will: - Create a beaded Egyptian-style necklace - Build a simple Nile
River boat - Prepare homemade yogurt - Construct a model shadoof, a tool used to raise water to
higher ground for irrigation - Translate their names into hieroglyphs for a cartouche bookmark -
Mummify a hot dog - Write an Egyptian love poem - And more!
  the riddle of the rosetta stone: The Mesopotamian Riddle Joshua Hammer, 2025-03-18 As
early as 3500 BCE, scribes in the mud-walled city-state of Sumer used a reed stylus to press tiny
wedge-shaped symbols into clay. For three thousand years, the script chronicled the military
conquests, scientific discoveries, and epic literature of the grand kingdoms of Mesoptamia--Assyria,
Babylon, the mighty Achaemenid Empire--along with precious minutia about every day life so long
ago. But as the palaces of these once great kingdoms sank beneath the desert sands, the meaning of
these characters was lost. London, 1857. Colossal sculpture of winged bulls and alabaster bas-reliefs
depicting cities under siege and vassals bearing tributes to Biblical kings lined the halls of the
British Museum. In the Victorian era's obsession with the triumphs of human progress, the
mysterious kingdoms of ancient Mesopotamia--the very cradle of civilization--had captured the
public imagination. Yet Europe's best philologists struggled to decipher the strange characters.
Cuneiform seemed to have thousands of symbols--with some scholars claiming each could be
pronounced in up to eight, nine, even ten different ways. Others insisted they'd cracked the code and
deciphered inscriptions that corresponded precisely to the Old Testament --proving the veracity of
the Word of God. Was it all a hoax? A delusion? A rollicking adventure through the holden age of
archaeology, [this book] tracks the decades-long race to decipher the oldest script in the world. It's
the story of a swashbuckling young archaeologist, a suave British military officer, and a
curmudgeonly Irish rector, all vying for glory--from the ruins of Persepolis to the opulence of
Ottoman-era Baghdad--in a quest to unearth the relics of lost civilizations and unlock the secrets of
humanity's past--
  the riddle of the rosetta stone: The World in Ancient Times: The ancient Egyptian world ,
2004
  the riddle of the rosetta stone: Literature Connections to World History 712 Lynda G.
Adamson, 1998-06-15 Identifying thousands of historical fiction novels, biographies, history trade
books, CD-ROMs, and videotapes, these books help you locate resources on world history for
students. Each is divided into two sections. In the first part, titles are listed according to grade levels
within specific geographic areas and time periods. They are further organized by product type. Both
books cover world history from Prehistory and the Ancient World to 54 B.C. to the modern era.
Other chapters include Roman Empire to A.D. 476; Europe and the British Isles; Africa and South



Africa; Australia, New Zealand, Pacific Islands, and Antarctica; Canada; China; India, Tibet, and
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