gertrude stein making of americans

Gertrude Stein and the Making of Americans: A Deep Dive into an Experimental Masterpiece

gertrude stein making of americans stands as one of the most ambitious and unconventional
works in American literature. Written over a span of many years, this lengthy experimental text
challenges traditional narrative forms and offers a unique perspective on identity, culture, and history.
If you've ever wondered what makes Stein’s approach so distinctive or why "The Making of
Americans" remains a seminal work in modernist literature, you're in the right place. Let’s explore the
intricacies of this novel, its background, and its lasting impact.

The Genesis of Gertrude Stein’s Making of Americans

Gertrude Stein, an avant-garde writer and art collector, began working on "The Making of Americans"
in 1903, a project that would consume her creative energy for nearly two decades. Unlike
conventional novels, Stein’s work defies straightforward plot and character development. Instead, it
delves into the psychology and inner workings of families, particularly focusing on the fictional
Hersland and Dehning families.

Why Did Stein Write It?

Stein was fascinated by the process of identity formation and the repetitive, often cyclical nature of
human behavior. "The Making of Americans" is essentially an exploration of how individuals become
who they are through a combination of heredity, environment, and personal experience. By dissecting
family histories in minute detail, Stein aimed to capture the essence of the American experience,
though filtered through her unique experimental lens.

Influences Behind the Work

Several influences shaped the writing style and themes of "The Making of Americans." Stein was
deeply engaged with the burgeoning modernist movement, which sought to break away from
Victorian and realist conventions. She was also influenced by the scientific ideas of her time, including
evolutionary theory and psychology, which informed her interest in how people develop over time.
Moreover, her immersion in the Parisian avant-garde art scene exposed her to the works of Picasso
and Matisse, whose fragmented forms inspired her literary experimentation.

Understanding the Style and Structure of The Making
of Americans

One of the most striking features of "The Making of Americans" is its unconventional style. Stein’s
prose is repetitive, rhythmic, and intentionally disorienting. This approach was designed to mimic the



patterns of thought and the incremental buildup of identity across generations.

Repetition as a Literary Device

Stein’s use of repetition is not merely stylistic but functional. By repeating phrases and descriptions,
she mimics the way habits and traits are passed down through families. This technique also
encourages readers to slow down and consider the nuances of language and meaning. While some
may find the prose challenging at first, the repetition creates a hypnotic effect that reveals deeper
layers upon closer reading.

Non-Linear Narrative

Unlike traditional novels that follow a clear beginning, middle, and end, "The Making of Americans"
unfolds in a non-linear fashion. Stein’s narrative jumps between different characters and timelines,
reflecting the complexity of family histories and the interconnectedness of generations. This
fragmented structure can seem chaotic, but it’s intentional, offering a mosaic rather than a
straightforward story.

Thematic Exploration in Gertrude Stein’s Making of
Americans

Beneath its experimental form, "The Making of Americans" grapples with several profound themes
that resonate even today.

Identity and Individuality

At its core, the novel probes how individuals form their identities within the context of family and
society. Stein is less concerned with individual heroism or personal achievement and more focused on
the collective shaping forces that define who we become. This theme aligns with early 20th-century
questions about what it means to be American, especially in an era of immigration and cultural
change.

Time and Memory

Stein’s manipulation of time—stretching moments and revisiting them repeatedly—highlights the
fluidity of memory and history. The novel suggests that our understanding of the past is always partial
and reconstructed through language and perception, a notion that anticipates later developments in
literary theory.



American Culture and History

While Stein was an expatriate living in Paris, she maintained a keen interest in American life. Through
her detailed examination of family lineages, she comments on the broader cultural and social forces
shaping the nation. The work can be viewed as an attempt to capture the “making” of the American
identity, reflecting on immigration, social mobility, and the multiplicity of American experiences.

Challenges and Reception of The Making of Americans

Given its experimental nature, "The Making of Americans" has always been a polarizing text.

Initial Reception

When Stein finally published the book in 1925, it met with mixed critical responses. Many readers
found it inaccessible due to its dense, repetitive prose and lack of conventional plot. Some critics
dismissed it as overly obscure or self-indulgent. However, others praised Stein’s innovation and
courage to push literary boundaries.

Legacy and Influence

Over time, "The Making of Americans" has gained recognition as a pioneering work of modernist
literature. It influenced a range of writers and artists intrigued by the possibilities of language and
narrative form. Scholars continue to study its complex structure and themes, often highlighting its
prescient insights into identity and culture.

Tips for Reading Gertrude Stein’s Making of Americans

Approaching "The Making of Americans" can be intimidating, but with the right mindset and
strategies, it can become a rewarding experience.

 Embrace the Repetition: Instead of rushing through, let the repeated phrases wash over you.
They serve to deepen your understanding rather than simply reiterate.

* Read Slowly and Patiently: The novel’s rhythm is deliberate. Give yourself permission to
read sections multiple times to grasp their meaning.

e Focus on Themes Rather Than Plot: Don’t expect a traditional storyline. Pay attention to
how Stein explores identity, family dynamics, and cultural formation.

¢ Use Annotations or Guides: Secondary literature can help clarify challenging passages and
provide historical context.



» Discuss with Others: Sharing interpretations with fellow readers can open new perspectives
and make the text more accessible.

The Making of Americans and Its Place in Modernist
Literature

Gertrude Stein’s "Making of Americans" is a cornerstone of literary modernism, exemplifying the
movement'’s drive to experiment with form and question established norms. Unlike contemporaries
such as James Joyce or Virginia Woolf, whose works often focus on stream-of-consciousness
techniques, Stein’s novel stands out for its methodical, almost clinical, dissection of human
development.

Her work challenges readers to rethink what a novel can be, pushing beyond narrative into poetic and
linguistic territory. This places "The Making of Americans" alongside other groundbreaking modernist
texts that redefined literature in the 20th century.

In the broader context of American literature, Stein’s novel serves as a bridge between traditional
storytelling and avant-garde experimentation. It invites us to consider how stories shape identity and
how language itself constructs reality.

Through its radical style and profound thematic concerns, Gertrude Stein’s "Making of Americans"
remains a fascinating and vital text for anyone interested in the evolution of literature and the
complexities of American identity.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'The Making of Americans' by Gertrude Stein about?

'The Making of Americans' is a modernist novel by Gertrude Stein that explores the lives and
genealogies of the fictional Hersland and Dehning families, examining themes of identity, history, and
human experience through experimental narrative techniques.

When was 'The Making of Americans' written and published?

Gertrude Stein wrote 'The Making of Americans' over a period of more than a decade, from 1906 to
1911, but it was first published in its entirety in 1925.

What makes 'The Making of Americans' a significant work in
modernist literature?
‘The Making of Americans' is significant for its innovative narrative style, repetitive prose, and focus

on psychological depth, which challenged traditional storytelling and influenced avant-garde
literature.



How does Gertrude Stein use repetition in 'The Making of
Americans'?

Stein employs repetition extensively to emphasize themes, create rhythm, and explore the nuances
of character development, making the prose resemble a musical composition rather than
conventional narrative.

What are the main themes explored in 'The Making of
Americans'?

Key themes include identity formation, family lineage, the passage of time, human consciousness,
and the process of becoming, reflecting Stein's interest in the continuous evolution of individuals and
society.

How does 'The Making of Americans' reflect Gertrude Stein's
experimental writing style?

The novel abandons linear plot and conventional character development in favor of fragmented,
circular prose and detailed psychological observation, exemplifying Stein's experimental approach to
language and narrative.

What challenges do readers face when reading 'The Making of
Americans'?

Readers often find the novel challenging due to its dense, repetitive style, lack of traditional plot, and
unconventional structure, which require patience and an openness to non-linear storytelling.

How did 'The Making of Americans' influence other writers
and artists?

The novel influenced modernist writers and artists by demonstrating new possibilities for narrative
form and language, inspiring figures like William Carlos Williams and influencing the development of
experimental literature.

Is 'The Making of Americans' autobiographical in any sense?

While not strictly autobiographical, the novel reflects Stein's interest in family, identity, and cultural
history, incorporating elements inspired by her own life and observations of American society.

Where can one find a copy of 'The Making of Americans'
today?

'The Making of Americans' is widely available in print and digital formats through bookstores, libraries,
and online platforms such as Project Gutenberg and major ebook retailers.
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Gertrude Stein and the Making of Americans: An Analytical Review

gertrude stein making of americans stands as a pivotal work in the canon of modernist literature,
embodying the experimental spirit that defined early 20th-century avant-garde writing. This
monumental work, published in 1925, is often cited as a complex, challenging piece that defies
traditional narrative structures while exploring themes of identity, culture, and the American
experience through a unique linguistic lens. Understanding Gertrude Stein’s Making of Americans
requires delving into its stylistic innovations, thematic depth, and its place within both Stein’s oeuvre
and the broader modernist movement.

The Context and Significance of Gertrude Stein’s
Making of Americans

Gertrude Stein, an influential figure among modernist writers and artists, wrote Making of Americans
over an extended period, with the first section completed in 1906 and the entire work finalized nearly
two decades later. This extended gestation period reflects Stein’s evolving literary philosophy and her
commitment to pushing the boundaries of prose. Making of Americans is often categorized as an
experimental novel, but such a label scarcely captures its radical departure from the conventional
storytelling modes of its time.

At its core, the book is an intricate exploration of family dynamics and identity formation through the
lens of the fictional Hersland family. However, unlike traditional family sagas, Making of Americans
eschews chronological narrative and character development in favor of repetitive, almost mantra-like
prose. This approach aligns with Stein’s interest in the musicality of language and her desire to
capture the “continuous present” of human consciousness.

Stylistic Innovations and Narrative Techniques

One of the defining features of Making of Americans is its innovative use of language and form.
Stein’s prose is characterized by repetitive phrasing, paratactic sentence structures, and a rhythmic
cadence that challenges readers to reconsider the relationship between language and meaning. This
stylistic choice aligns with her broader literary philosophy, which sought to “make it new” by
emphasizing the materiality of words themselves, rather than simply using language as a transparent
medium for storytelling.

The narrative unfolds through a series of detailed character sketches and psychological portraits,
delivered in a fragmented, non-linear fashion. This technique mirrors the stream-of-consciousness
experimentation seen in contemporaneous works by writers like James Joyce and Virginia Woolf, yet
Stein’s approach is distinct in its insistence on repetition and linguistic experimentation over
psychological realism or plot progression.



Thematic Exploration: Identity, Culture, and American
Experience

Gertrude Stein’s Making of Americans offers a profound meditation on the construction of identity,
both individual and collective. The Hersland family serves as a microcosm through which Stein
examines the complexities of American identity amid social and cultural transformation. The
characters’ repeated actions and thoughts underscore the tension between individuality and
conformity, a theme that resonates deeply within the context of early 20th-century America—a nation
grappling with rapid urbanization, immigration, and shifting cultural norms.

Moreover, Stein’s work interrogates the notion of “making” or constructing Americans, suggesting
that identity is not inherent but rather an ongoing process shaped by history, language, and social
interaction. This perspective situates Making of Americans as both a literary experiment and a cultural
critique, reflecting Stein’s avant-garde sensibilities alongside her acute awareness of American
society.

Comparative Analysis: Making of Americans and
Contemporary Modernist Works

When placed alongside other modernist texts, Making of Americans is notable for its radical formal
experimentation and its focus on linguistic structure over narrative coherence. While James Joyce’s
Ulysses and Virginia Woolf's Mrs. Dalloway share a commitment to exploring consciousness and time,
Stein’s work diverges through its minimalist plot and relentless repetition. Where Joyce’s prose is
dense with allusions and Woolf’'s with psychological subtlety, Stein’s is raw, repetitive, and abstract.

Critics often debate the accessibility of Making of Americans, pointing to its demanding style as both a
strength and a barrier. This duality positions the work as a touchstone for discussions about
modernist literature’s relationship with its audience: the tension between artistic innovation and
reader engagement. The book’s experimental nature also influenced later writers and artists,
including those in the postmodern tradition who similarly questioned narrative and linguistic
conventions.

Challenges and Criticisms

The unconventional style of Making of Americans has elicited polarized responses. Some readers and
scholars praise the work as a groundbreaking contribution to literary modernism, celebrating its
linguistic inventiveness and philosophical depth. Others criticize it for its perceived opacity and
difficulty, arguing that the repetitive prose can be alienating and demanding.

From a literary criticism standpoint, the pros and cons can be summarized as follows:

e Pros: Innovative language use; exploration of identity and culture; influence on avant-garde
literature; challenges traditional narrative.



e Cons: Accessibility issues; lack of conventional plot and character development; potential for
reader fatigue due to repetition.

Despite these critiques, Making of Americans remains a seminal work for those interested in the
evolution of literary form and the experimental potentials of prose.

Gertrude Stein Making of Americans: Legacy and
Contemporary Relevance

The legacy of Gertrude Stein’s Making of Americans extends beyond literary circles into academic,
cultural, and artistic domains. The novel’s experimental spirit has inspired numerous reinterpretations
and adaptations, reinforcing its status as a foundational modernist text. Contemporary scholars often
revisit Making of Americans to explore its intersections with feminist theory, linguistic philosophy, and
American cultural history.

In the digital age, where language and identity continue to evolve rapidly, Stein’s insistence on the
fluidity and constructed nature of identity gains renewed relevance. The work’s emphasis on
repetition and rhythm also resonates with contemporary interests in language patterns, cognitive
science, and even artificial intelligence’s approach to text generation.

Gertrude Stein’s Making of Americans, while challenging, offers a rich terrain for exploration that
continues to provoke thought and inspire innovation in literary studies and beyond. Its place within
the modernist canon is secured not only by its experimental bravado but also by its enduring inquiry
into what it means to be American—and indeed, what it means to make meaning itself through
language.

Gertrude Stein Making Of Americans
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gertrude stein making of americans: American Lives Robert F. Sayre, 1994 American Lives
is a groundbreaking book, the first historically organized anthology of American autobiographical
writing, bringing us fifty-five voices from throughout the nation's history, from Abigail Adams,
Abraham Lincoln, Jonathan Edwards, and Richard Wright to Quaker preacher Elizabeth Ashbridge,
con man Stephen Burroughs, and circus impresario P.T. Barnum. Representing canonical and
non-canonical writers, slaves and slave-owners, generals and conscientious objectors, scientists,
immigrants, and Native Americans, the pieces in this collection make up a rich gathering of
American songs of ourselves. Robert F. Sayre frames the selections with an overview of theory and
criticism of autobiography and with commentary on the relation between history and many kinds of
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autobiographical texts--travel narratives, stories of captivity, diaries of sexual liberation, religious
conversions, accounts of political disillusionment, and discoveries of ethnic identity. With each
selection Sayre also includes an extensive headnote providing valuable critical and biographical
information. A scholarly and popular landmark, American Lives is a book for general readers and for
teachers, students, and every American scholar.

gertrude stein making of americans: The Making of Americans Gertrude Stein,
2024-01-09 Published in 1925, Gertrude Stein's The Making of Americans is a groundbreaking
exploration of identity, family, and the American experience. The novel spans generations, delving
into the lives of two families as they navigate the complexities of self-discovery and societal
expectations. Stein employs her distinctive, experimental prose style, challenging traditional
narrative structures. Through a meticulous examination of characters and their evolving
relationships, Stein crafts a profound meditation on the intricate process of shaping individual and
collective identities. The Making of Americans stands as a seminal work in modernist literature,
pushing boundaries and redefining the possibilities of narrative form.

gertrude stein making of americans: Women in Search of Literary Space Gudrun
Grabher, Maureen Devine, 1992

gertrude stein making of americans: The Making of Americans Gertrude Stein, 2017-09-26 In
The Making of Americans, Gertrude Stein sets out to tell a history of a family's progress, radically
reworking the traditional family saga novel to encompass her vision of personality and psychological
relationships. As the history progresses over three generations, Stein also meditates on her own
writing, on the making of The Making of Americans, and on America.

gertrude stein making of americans: The Cambridge History of American Literature:
Volume 5, Poetry and Criticism, 1900-1950 Sacvan Bercovitch, Cyrus R. K. Patell, 1994
Multi-volume history of American literature.

gertrude stein making of americans: Am Rand der Autobiographie Heide Volkening,
2015-07-15 Jeder Autobiograph agiert als sein eigener Ghostwriter. Indem er seine
Lebensgeschichte schreibt, spaltet er sich auf in das Subjekt der Geschichte und in deren Verfasser.
Ausgehend von der Dissoziation in Beschriebenen und Schreibenden, in bios und graphie wird ein
Modell des Ghostwriting entwickelt, mit dem das Problem der Referentialitat des
autobiographischen Textes literaturtheoretisch und narratologisch neu formuliert werden kann. Was
bedeutet es fur die Gattungsdiskussion der Autobiographie, wenn diese keinen Autor, sondern nur
einen Ghostwriter hat? Wie lal3t sich das Verhaltnis von Autorschaft und Ghostwriting
urheberrechtlich und literaturwissenschaftlich fassen? Welche Beziehungen bestehen zwischen dem
Ghostwriter und dem Geschlecht des Verfassers? Wer erzahlt und wer signiert die Autobiography of
Alice B. Toklas? Kann Hannah Arendt in der Lebensgeschichte einer deutschen Judin aus der
Romantik die Autobiographie Rahel Varnhagens schreiben?

gertrude stein making of americans: American Modern(ist) Epic Adam Nemmers, 2021-10-12
American Modern(ist) Epic argues that during the 1920s and ‘30s a cadre of minority novelists
revitalized the classic epic form in an effort to recast the United States according to modern,
diverse, and pluralistic grounds. Rather than adhere to the reification of static culture (as did
ancient verse epic), in their prose epics Gertrude Stein and John Dos Passos utilized recursion,
bricolage, and polyphony to represent the multifarious immediacy and movement of the modern
world. Meanwhile, H. T. Tsiang and Richard Wright created absurd and insipid anti-heroes for their
epics, contesting the hegemony of Anglo and capitalist dominance in the United States. In all, I posit,
these modern(ist) epic novels undermined and revised the foundational ideology of the United
States, contesting notions of individualism, progress, and racial hegemony while modernizing the
epic form in an effort to refound the nation. The marriage of this classical form to modernist
principles produced transcendent literature and offered a strenuous challenge to the interwar status
quo, yet ultimately proved a failure: longstanding American ideology was simply too fixed and
widespread to be entirely dislodged.

gertrude stein making of americans: American Modernism Catherine Morley, 2020-07-13



Encompassing writers from Edith Wharton, Ezra Pound and T.S. Eliot to Willa Cather, Theodore
Dreiser and Gertrude Stein, American Modernism: Cultural Transactions is a comprehensive and
informative companion to the field of American literary modernism. This groundbreaking new book
explores the changing patterns of American literary culture in the early years of the 20th century, in
the aftermath of the great American Renaissance, when the United States was well on its way to
becoming the most economically powerful and culturally influential nation in the world. It brings
together some of the most eminent British and European scholars to investigate how the United
States’s unique cultural position is in fact the by-product of a range of cultural transactions between
the United States and Europe, between the visual and the literary arts, and between the economic
and aesthetic worlds. And it presents a stunning re-examination of the social, cultural and artistic
contours of American modernism, from the impact of a liberal Scottish speaker on T.S. Eliot’s
considerations of Shakespeare to the generic hybridity of Edith Wharton’s writing, from the
influence of Oscar Wilde on Hart Crane to the effect of Anglo-European experimentalism on Native
American fiction - and much more. Through close textual and archival analysis, backed up with
compelling historical insights, these nine new essays explore the nature and limits of American
modernism. They address such topical issues as geomodernism, transnationalism and the nature of
American identity; they examine the ways writers embraced or rejected the emerging modern world;
and they take a fresh look at American literature in the broad context of international modernism.

gertrude stein making of americans: The Notebooks of Gertrude Stein: for The Making
of Americans, 1903-1912 Leon Katz, 2021

gertrude stein making of americans: American Literature in Context Ann Massa, 2016-05-20
First published between 1982 and 1983, this series examines the peculiarly American cultural
context out of which the nation’s literature has developed. Covering the years from 1900 to 1930,
this fourth volume of American Literature in Context focuses on how American literature dealt with
the challenges of the period including the First World War and the stock market crash. It examines
key writers of the time such as Henry James, Gertrude Stein, Ezra Pound, F Scott Fitzgerald and
Eugene O’Neill who, unlike many Americans who sought escape, confronted reality, providing a rich
and varied literature that reflects these turbulent years. This book will be of interest to those
studying American literature and American studies.

gertrude stein making of americans: Literature and Visual Technologies J. Murphet, L.
Rainford, 2003-11-05 This is the first major collection of essays specifically to address the impact of
visual technologies on the production of literature in the twentieth-century. Literature and Visual
Technologies investigates the manifold effects which a visual century has wrought upon literary
conventions. From the influence of Mutoscope parlours on Joyce's fiction, to the interrelation
between Peter Greenaway's A TV Dante , the collection consists of an integrated series of high-level
intellectual engagements with a hundred years of cultural revolution, and covers the whole
twentieth-century, from silent to digital film.

gertrude stein making of americans: Dasselbe noch einmal: Die Asthetik der Wiederholung
Carola Hilmes, Dietrich Mathy, 2013-07-02 Mit dem Gesetz der Wiederholung ist ein Gesetz
universeller Geltung angesprochen, und es ist als Gliederungsprinzip in der modernen Literatur und
den Kunsten von aulSerordentlicher Bedeutung. Dies findet seine Entsprechung in der
Theoriebildung, der dieser Band ebenso nachgeht wie der Analyse der vielfaltigen asthetischen
Erscheinungsformen und der Logik von Wiederholungsfiguren in Literatur, Kunst und Musik.

gertrude stein making of americans: American Hybrid Poetics Amy Moorman Robbins,
2014-07-21 American Hybrid Poetics explores the ways in which hybrid poetics—a playful mixing of
disparate formal and aesthetic strategies—have been the driving force in the work of a historically
and culturally diverse group of women poets who are part of a robust tradition in contesting the
dominant cultural order. Amy Moorman Robbins examines the ways in which five poets—Gertrude
Stein, Laura Mullen, Alice Notley, Harryette Mullen, and Claudia Rankine—use hybridity as an
implicitly political strategy to interrupt mainstream American language, literary genres, and visual
culture, and expose the ways in which mass culture in the twentieth and twenty-first centuries has




had a powerfully standardizing impact on the collective American imagination. By forcing
encounters between incompatible traditions—consumer culture with the avant-garde, low culture
forms with experimental poetics, prose poetry with linguistic subversiveness—these poets bring
together radically competing ideologies and highlight their implications for lived experience.
Robbins argues that it is precisely because these poets have mixed forms that their work has gone
largely unnoticed by leading members and critics in experimental poetry circles.

gertrude stein making of americans: Transatlantic Modernism and the US Lecture Tour
Robert Volpicelli, 2021 A study of the twentieth-century transatlantic literary lecture tour, with a
focus on the role that this circuit played in the formation of transatlantic modernism by following a
diverse group of authors: Oscar Wilde, W.B. Yeats, Rabindranath Tagore, Gertrude Stein, and W. H.
Auden.

gertrude stein making of americans: Constituting Americans Priscilla Wald, 1995
Constituting Americans rethinks the way that certain writers of the mid-nineteenth and early
twentieth century contributed to fixing the words precisely of what it means to be an American

gertrude stein making of americans: American Literature in Context Various Authors,
2021-05-13 First published between 1982 and 1983, this series examines the peculiarly American
cultural context out of which the nation’s literature has developed. Covering the years from 1620 to
1930, these four volumes present a coherent, consecutive and comprehensive sequence of
interpretations of major American texts, including fiction, non-fiction, poetry and drama. Every
chapter includes an extract from the chosen text which serves as a springboard for wider discussion
and analysis. Each analysis demonstrates how students can move into and then from the pages of
literature to a consideration of the whole text, and thence to an understanding of the author’s oeuvre
and of the cultural moment in which he or she lived and wrote. This set will be a valuable resource
for students of American literature and American studies.

gertrude stein making of americans: Poetics of Liveliness Ada Smailbegovi¢, 2021-10-29
Can poetry act as an aesthetic amplification device, akin to a microscope, through which we can
sense minute or nearly imperceptible phenomena such as the folding of molecules into their
three-dimensional shapes, the transformations that make up the life cycle of a silkworm, or the
vaporous movements that constitute the ever-shifting edges of clouds? We tend to think of these
subjects as reserved for science, but, as Ada Smailbegovi¢ argues, twentieth- and
twenty-first-century writers have intermingled scientific methodologies with poetic form to reveal
unfolding processes of change. Their works can be envisioned as laboratories within which the
methodologies of experimentation, natural historical description, and taxonomic classification allow
poetic language to register the rhythms and durations of material transformation. Poetics of
Liveliness moves across scales to explore the realms of molecules, fibers, tissues, and clouds. It
investigates works such as Christian Bok’s insertion of a poetic text into the DNA code of living
bacteria in order to generate a new poem in the shape of a protein molecule, Jen Bervin’s
considerations of silk fibers and their use in biomedicine, Gertrude Stein’s examination of brain
tissues in medical school and its subsequent influence on her literary taxonomies of character, and
Lisa Robertson’s studies of nineteenth-century meteorology and the soft architecture of clouds. In
their attempt to understand physical processes unfolding within lively material worlds, Smailbegovic¢
contends, these poets have developed a distinctive materialist poetics. Structured as a poetic
cosmology akin to Lucretius’s “On the Nature of Things,” which begins at the atomic level and
expands out to the vastness of the universe, Poetics of Liveliness provides an innovative and
surprising vision of the relationship between science and poetry.

gertrude stein making of americans: The Making of Americans Gertrude Stein, 1968

gertrude stein making of americans: Multicultural Dilemmas Wojciech Kalaga, Marzena
Kubisz, 2008 Multiculturalism has recently become a word without which hardly any discussion of
identity, nationality or historical and ideological narratives seems possible. However, the popularity
of this word and its current usefulness should not obscure the fact that the concept itself is not an
easy and obvious one: many apparently firm assumptions have been disputed from a multicultural



perspective, while there are still a great number of social, cultural and political spheres which need
to be re-defined and re-articulated as some dominant notions and symbols have been subverted by
recognition of the diversity of subjective positions and cultural identities. The concept of
multiculturalism assumes that our identities - both individual and collective - are shaped by our
relationships with others. This volume addresses issues of multiculturalism and identity in culture
and reveals a wide spectrum of perspectives from which we look at the Other/the Unfamiliar/the
Unknown. It is an attempt to reveal the patterns and practices our culture has used in order to
envisage, negate or welcome the Other, and seeks to contribute to the ongoing discussion about
multiculturalism.

gertrude stein making of americans: The Novel, Volume 2 Franco Moretti, 2022-04-12
Nearly as global in its ambition and sweep as its subject, Franco Moretti's The Novel is a watershed
event in the understanding of the first truly planetary literary form. A translated selection from the
epic five-volume Italian Il Romanzo (2001-2003), The Novel's two volumes are a unified
multiauthored reference work, containing more than one hundred specially commissioned essays by
leading contemporary critics from around the world. Providing the first international comparative
reassessment of the novel, these essential volumes reveal the form in unprecedented depth and
breadth--as a great cultural, social, and human phenomenon that stretches from the ancient Greeks
to today, where modernity itself is unimaginable without the genre. By viewing the novel as much
more than an aesthetic form, this landmark collection demonstrates how the genre has transformed
human emotions and behavior, and the very perception of reality. Historical, statistical, and formal
analyses show the novel as a complex literary system, in which new forms proliferate in every period
and place. Volume 2: Forms and Themes, views the novel primarily from the inside, examining its
many formal arrangements and recurrent thematic manifestations, and looking at the plurality of the
genre and its lineages. These books will be essential reading for all students and scholars of
literature.
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