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The Shortest History of the Soviet Union: A Concise Journey Through a Complex Era

the shortest history of the soviet union might sound like a tall order considering the vast and
intricate legacy of one of the 20th century’s most influential political entities. Yet, summarizing this
colossal chapter in world history is not only possible but also a fascinating exercise in understanding
how a revolutionary idea shaped global politics, economics, and society for nearly seven decades. If
you’re curious about the Soviet Union’s rise, reign, and eventual collapse, this article offers a clear
and engaging overview, weaving in key events and concepts without overwhelming detail.

Origins: From Empire to Revolution

The story of the Soviet Union begins amid the turmoil of World War I and the collapse of the Russian
Empire. By 1917, widespread discontent with Tsar Nicholas II’s rule, exacerbated by military failures
and economic hardship, ignited the Russian Revolution. The Bolsheviks, led by Vladimir Lenin, seized
power in the October Revolution, promising “peace, land, and bread.” This marked the birth of a new
communist state based on Marxist ideology.

The Birth of the USSR

After a brutal civil war between the Red Army (Bolsheviks) and the White Army (anti-communist
forces), the Soviet Union was officially established in 1922. It united several republics under a federal
socialist government, centered in Moscow. This union was unique — it aimed to build a classless
society through state ownership of resources and centralized planning, setting it apart from capitalist
nations.

Key Features of Soviet Governance and Society

Understanding the Soviet Union demands a look at its political structure and social dynamics. It was a
one-party state governed by the Communist Party, where dissent was often suppressed to maintain
control. Central planning dictated economic activity, focusing heavily on industrialization and
collectivization.

Economic Policies: The Command Economy

The Soviet command economy rejected market forces, relying instead on five-year plans to boost
heavy industry and infrastructure. While this approach enabled rapid industrial growth, especially
during the interwar years, it also led to inefficiencies, shortages, and famines. Agriculture was
collectivized, forcing peasants into state farms—a policy that faced resistance and caused widespread
hardship.



Life Under the Soviet Regime

For ordinary citizens, life in the Soviet Union was a mixture of opportunities and restrictions.
Education and healthcare were made widely accessible, contributing to rising literacy and life
expectancy. However, political repression, censorship, and limited personal freedoms were
commonplace. The secret police and surveillance were tools to prevent opposition, fostering an
atmosphere of fear alongside socialist ideals.

The Soviet Union on the World Stage

The USSR emerged as a superpower, especially after World War II. Its role in defeating Nazi Germany
elevated its status, and it quickly became a rival to the United States during the Cold War—a
prolonged period of geopolitical tension, ideological conflict, and nuclear brinkmanship.

The Cold War Era

The shortest history of the Soviet Union would be incomplete without touching on the Cold War. This
era defined much of the Soviet foreign policy, characterized by competition for influence in Europe,
Asia, Africa, and Latin America. The space race, arms buildup, and proxy wars shaped global affairs
for decades, with the Soviet Union championing communist movements worldwide.

Challenges and Cracks Within

Despite its external power, the Soviet Union faced significant internal challenges. Economic
stagnation, bureaucratic inefficiency, and growing nationalist movements in various republics
undermined the system. The leadership succession after Joseph Stalin’s death in 1953 brought some
reforms but also revealed weaknesses in governance.

Decline and Dissolution

By the late 20th century, the Soviet Union’s rigid structures were struggling to adapt to a rapidly
changing world. Mikhail Gorbachev’s policies of glasnost (openness) and perestroika (restructuring) in
the 1980s were attempts to revitalize the system but instead accelerated its unraveling.

Perestroika and Glasnost

Gorbachev introduced these reforms to encourage transparency and economic flexibility, aiming to
make socialism more efficient and responsive. However, increased openness exposed deep societal
problems, including corruption and economic decline, while empowering nationalist and
independence movements within the Soviet republics.



The Fall of the Soviet Union

The final blow came in 1991, when a failed coup by hardline communists backfired, weakening the
central government. Several republics declared independence, and the Soviet Union officially
dissolved on December 26, 1991. This historic event ended the communist superpower era and
reshaped international relations.

Legacy and Lessons from the Soviet Experience

Reflecting on the shortest history of the Soviet Union offers valuable insights into the complexities of
ideological governance, economic planning, and the interplay between power and freedom. The
Soviet experiment demonstrated both the potential of centralized mobilization and the dangers of
authoritarian control.

While the USSR no longer exists, its impact remains visible—in the politics of Russia and former Soviet
states, in global diplomacy, and in historical debates about communism and capitalism.

Exploring the Soviet Union’s brief yet impactful existence helps us appreciate how history’s grand
narratives often hinge on remarkable events, visionary leaders, and the resilience of ordinary people
shaped by extraordinary times.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'The Shortest History of the Soviet Union' about?
'The Shortest History of the Soviet Union' provides a concise overview of the rise, development, and
fall of the Soviet Union, highlighting key events and figures in a brief format.

Who is the author of 'The Shortest History of the Soviet
Union'?
The book is written by Geoffrey Hosking, a renowned historian specializing in Russian and Soviet
history.

Why is 'The Shortest History of the Soviet Union' considered
relevant today?
It offers a compact and accessible understanding of Soviet history, helping readers grasp the origins
and impact of a major 20th-century superpower that still influences global politics.

How does 'The Shortest History of the Soviet Union' differ



from other Soviet histories?
Unlike lengthy, detailed accounts, this book distills Soviet history into its most essential moments,
making it easier for readers to get a quick yet informative overview.

Does 'The Shortest History of the Soviet Union' cover the
entire Soviet period?
Yes, it covers the Soviet Union from its formation after the 1917 Revolution to its dissolution in 1991.

Is 'The Shortest History of the Soviet Union' suitable for
beginners?
Absolutely. Its concise format and clear language make it an excellent introduction for those new to
Soviet history.

What are some key themes discussed in 'The Shortest History
of the Soviet Union'?
The book discusses themes such as the Bolshevik Revolution, Stalinism, the Cold War, economic
policies, and the eventual collapse of the Soviet state.

Where can I find 'The Shortest History of the Soviet Union'?
It is available in major bookstores, online retailers like Amazon, and often in digital formats such as
eBooks and audiobooks.

Additional Resources
The Shortest History of the Soviet Union: A Concise Overview of a Superpower’s Rise and Fall

the shortest history of the soviet union provides a compact yet insightful glimpse into one of the
20th century’s most influential and complex political entities. Emerging from the ruins of the Russian
Empire, the Soviet Union not only shaped global geopolitics but also left an indelible mark on
economic, social, and cultural paradigms. This article explores the formation, key developments, and
eventual dissolution of the USSR, integrating relevant historical themes and highlighting the factors
that defined its existence.

The Formation of the Soviet Union: From Revolution to
Federation

The Soviet Union was officially established in December 1922, following the chaos of the 1917
Russian Revolution and the subsequent civil war. The Bolsheviks, led by Vladimir Lenin, overthrew the
provisional government and sought to create a socialist state based on Marxist-Leninist principles.



The shortest history of the soviet union necessarily begins with this transformative period,
characterized by radical political upheaval and social experimentation.

Key to the formation was the unification of multiple Soviet republics under a centralized federal
structure. The original Union of Soviet Socialist Republics consisted of the Russian SFSR, Ukrainian
SSR, Byelorussian SSR, and the Transcaucasian SFSR. This federation aimed to consolidate Bolshevik
control while addressing the diverse ethnic and national identities within the former empire.

Ideological Foundations and Early Challenges

The Bolsheviks envisioned a classless society where state control of production would eliminate
capitalism’s inequalities. However, the early years of the Soviet Union were marked by significant
difficulties:

Civil War and Foreign Intervention: The Red Army fought against the White forces and
various nationalist groups, alongside interference from foreign powers.

Economic Disruption: War communism policies, including grain requisitioning, led to
widespread famine and hardship.

Political Consolidation: The creation of the Cheka and the suppression of dissent solidified
authoritarian rule.

Despite these challenges, the Soviet government introduced the New Economic Policy (NEP) in 1921,
allowing some market mechanisms to revive the economy temporarily.

Expansion and Transformation under Stalin

The shortest history of the soviet union must acknowledge Joseph Stalin’s pivotal role in shaping the
USSR’s trajectory from the late 1920s onward. After Lenin’s death in 1924, Stalin emerged as the
dominant leader, initiating dramatic shifts in policy and governance.

Industrialization and Collectivization

Stalin’s Five-Year Plans aimed to rapidly industrialize the Soviet economy and collectivize agriculture.
This transformation:

Turned the USSR into a major industrial power within a decade.

Caused immense human suffering due to forced collectivization, famine (notably the Holodomor
in Ukraine), and political purges.



Centralized state control over all aspects of life, reinforcing the totalitarian nature of the regime.

The Soviet Union’s military expansion and infrastructure development during this period set the stage
for its role as a global superpower.

The Great Purge and Repression

Stalin’s reign was marked by widespread terror, with the Great Purge (1936–1938) targeting
perceived enemies within the Communist Party, military, and society at large. This era severely
weakened political opposition but also created a climate of fear and conformity.

The Soviet Union in World War II and the Cold War

The Soviet Union’s participation in World War II was a defining chapter in its history, demonstrating
both resilience and strategic acumen. Initially caught off guard by the Nazi invasion in 1941, the USSR
mobilized vast resources and manpower, ultimately playing a decisive role in the defeat of Nazi
Germany.

Postwar Superpower Status

After 1945, the Soviet Union emerged as one of the two global superpowers, entering into a
prolonged ideological and geopolitical rivalry with the United States known as the Cold War. Key
features of this period include:

Military and Nuclear Buildup: The USSR developed nuclear weapons and maintained a
massive conventional military force.

Satellite States and the Eastern Bloc: The Soviet Union exerted influence over Eastern
Europe, establishing communist governments aligned with Moscow.

Space Race: The launch of Sputnik in 1957 symbolized Soviet technological prowess and
competition with the West.

This era also saw internal reforms and challenges, such as the Khrushchev Thaw and later Brezhnev’s
period of stagnation.

Decline and Dissolution



Understanding the shortest history of the soviet union requires examining the factors that led to its
collapse in 1991. Several systemic weaknesses and external pressures contributed to the USSR’s
decline:

Economic Stagnation and Reform Attempts

By the 1970s and 1980s, the Soviet economy struggled under central planning inefficiencies,
technological lag, and declining productivity. Mikhail Gorbachev’s policies of perestroika
(restructuring) and glasnost (openness) were intended to revitalize the system but inadvertently
accelerated its unraveling.

Nationalist Movements and Political Fragmentation

The Soviet Union’s multinational composition became increasingly problematic as republics
demanded greater autonomy or independence. The loosening of central control revealed deep ethnic
and political divisions.

The Final Collapse

The failed August 1991 coup by hardline communists weakened Gorbachev’s authority and
emboldened reformers like Boris Yeltsin. By December 1991, the USSR formally dissolved into 15
independent states, marking the end of a political and ideological epoch.

Legacy and Historical Significance

The shortest history of the soviet union encapsulates a narrative of rapid transformation, ideological
ambition, and complex contradictions. Its legacy persists in contemporary international relations,
post-Soviet state politics, and debates over socialism and authoritarianism. The Soviet experiment
demonstrated both the possibilities and perils of revolutionary change on a vast scale.

In retrospect, the Soviet Union’s journey from revolutionary inception to superpower status and
eventual disintegration offers critical lessons about governance, economic management, and the
challenges of managing diverse societies under a centralized regime.

The Shortest History Of The Soviet Union
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  the shortest history of the soviet union: The Shortest History of the Soviet Union Sheila
Fitzpatrick, 2022 In 1917, Bolshevik revolutionaries came to power in the war-torn Russian Empire
in a way that defied all predictions, including their own. Scarcely a lifespan later, in 1991, the Soviet
Union collapsed as accidentally as it arose. The decades between witnessed drama on an epic
scale--the chaos and hope of revolution, famines and purges, hard-won victory in history's most
destructive war, and worldwide geopolitical conflict, all entwined around the dream of building a
better society. This book is a lively and authoritative distillation of this complex history, told with
vivid details, a grand sweep, and wry wit. The acclaimed historian Sheila Fitzpatrick chronicles the
Soviet Age--its rise, reign, and unexpected fall, as well as its afterlife in today's Russia. She
underscores the many ironies of the Soviet experience: An ideology that claimed to offer humanity
the reins of history wrangled with contingency. An avowedly internationalist and anti-imperialist
state birthed an array of nationalisms. And a vision of transcending economic and social inequality
and injustice gave rise to a country that was, in its way, surprisingly normal. Moving seamlessly
from Lenin to Stalin to Gorbachev to Putin, The Shortest History of the Soviet Union provides an
indispensable guide to one of the twentieth century's great powers and the enduring fascination it
still exerts.
  the shortest history of the soviet union: The Soviet Union Mark Edele, 2018-11-13 An
acclaimed historian explores the dynamic history of the twentieth century Soviet Union In ten
concise and compelling chapters, The Soviet Union covers the entire Soviet Union experience from
the years 1904 to 1991 by putting the focus on three major themes: warfare, welfare, and empire.
Throughout the book, Mark Edele—a noted expert on the topic—clearly demonstrates that the Soviet
Union was more than simply Russia. Instead, it was a multi-ethnic empire. The author explains that
there were many incarnations of Soviet society throughout its turbulent history, each one a
representative of Soviet socialism. The text covers a wide range of topics: The end Romanov empire;
The outbreak of World War I; The Bolshevik Revolution of 1917; The breakdown of the old empire
and its re-constitution in the Civil War; The New Economic Policy; The rise of Stalin; The Soviet’s
role in World War II; Post war normalization; and Gorbachev’s attempt to end the Cold War. The
author also explores the challenges encountered by the successor states, their struggles with and
against democracy, capitalism, authoritarianism, and war. This vital resource: Provides a concise
overview of the history of the Soviet Union Includes information on the latest research that takes the
broad view of the history of the Soviet Union and its place in world history Treats scholarly
disagreements as part of the history of the influence of the Soviet Union on the course of the
twentieth century Offers suggestion for further readings and a link to online primary sources
Written for students of twentieth century Russia, the Russian Revolution, the Soviet Union, and the
Cold War, and twentieth century World History, The Soviet Union: A Short History is a volume in the
popular Wiley Short Histories series.
  the shortest history of the soviet union: A Short History Of Soviet Socialism Mark Sandle,
2003-09-16 Mark Sandle is Lecturer in Russian and East European History at De Montfort
University.; This book is intended for undergraduate courses on 20th century Soviet history/the Cold
War/European history/Soviet studies/History of political thought/Marxism-Leninism. The Left.
  the shortest history of the soviet union: The Jews in Poland and Russia: A Short History
Antony Polonsky, 2013-09-26 A very readable and comprehensive overview that examines the
realities of Jewish life while setting them in their political, economic, and social contexts.
  the shortest history of the soviet union: A Short History of Sino-Soviet Relations,
1917–1991 Zhihua Shen, 2019-10-31 Drawing on the rich trove of recently declassified Russian and
Chinese archival materials, this history of Sino-Soviet relations in the 20th century sheds new light
on key events during this period. It offers fresh insights into the role of ideology and national
interests in the evolution of the complex and turbulent relationship between not just the two
countries but also their respective Communist Parties. The chapters on the normalization of bilateral
ties provide an in-depth analysis of divisions in the socialist camp that culminated in both its collapse



and the disintegration of the Soviet Union. The book argues that 20th century Sino-Soviet relations
reflected both long-standing and emerging political and geopolitical challenges facing members of
the Cold War socialist camp, in particular tensions between the ideal of internationalism and
national aspirations, between commitment to the principle of sovereignty and commitment to that of
equality in international relations, and between inter-party relations and inter-state relations. This
makes for a valuable addition to the reading lists of all those interested in the development of the
relationship between two of the world’s most important countries.
  the shortest history of the soviet union: A Brief History of Russia Michael Kort, 2008
Serves as a guide to the history and culture of Russia. This book details the social, economic, and
political changes and crises that the people of Russia have had to endure. It includes a chronology,
bibliography, and, suggested readings. It also covers the conquest and rule of Russia by the Mongol
Golden Horde as well as the reign of terror.
  the shortest history of the soviet union: A short history of the U. S. S. R. Андрей
Васильевич Шестаков, 1938 Indorsed by the All-union government commision.
  the shortest history of the soviet union: A Short History of the Russian Revolution Geoffrey
Swain, 2022-01-27 The 1917 Revolution sent shockwaves throughout the globe, setting a chain of
events in motion that would change the entire course of the 20th century. With the overthrow of the
Romanov Dynasty, Russia was plunged into the political unknown and, from the crucible of social
unrest, ideological conflict and violent civil war, the world's first communist state was forged. In this
revised edition, Geoffrey Swain provides an incisive overview of one of the most complex and
turbulent periods in modern history, tracing key moments from the abdication of Tsar Nicolas II to
the Bolshevik seizure of power. A leading authority on Russia and Eastern Europe, Geoffrey Swain
highlights the important legacies of 1905, demonstrating how early revolutionary ambitions among
the masses culminated in the events of 1917. Challenging conventions in Soviet scholarship, this
revised edition shows that the Bolshevik concepts of discipline and ideology that had mobilised the
revolution, set an unnecessary course towards dictatorship and terror. Covering new historiography
in the field, this revised edition places a renewed emphasis on the social and cultural upheaval
experienced in Russia amid the nation's political turmoil.
  the shortest history of the soviet union: A Short History of the Jews Michael Brenner,
2021-07-13 A concise narrative history that brings the story of the Jewish people marvelously to life
This is a sweeping and powerful narrative history of the Jewish people from biblical times to today.
Based on the latest scholarship and richly illustrated, it is the most authoritative and accessible
chronicle of the Jewish experience available. Michael Brenner tells a dramatic story of change and
migration deeply rooted in tradition, taking readers from the mythic wanderings of Moses to the
unspeakable atrocities of the Holocaust; from the Babylonian exile to the founding of the modern
state of Israel; and from the Sephardic communities under medieval Islam to the shtetls of eastern
Europe and the Hasidic enclaves of modern-day Brooklyn. The book is full of fascinating personal
stories of exodus and return, from that told about Abraham, who brought his newfound faith into
Canaan, to that of Holocaust survivor Esther Barkai, who lived on a kibbutz established on a German
estate seized from the Nazi Julius Streicher as she awaited resettlement in Israel. Describing the
events and people that have shaped Jewish history, and highlighting the important contributions
Jews have made to the arts, politics, religion, and science, A Short History of the Jews is a
compelling blend of storytelling and scholarship that brings the Jewish past marvelously to life.
  the shortest history of the soviet union: A Short History of Communism Robert Harvey,
2014-12-23 Today global communism seems just a terrible memory, an expressionist nightmare as
horrific as Nazism and the Holocaust, or the slaughter in the First World War. Was it only just over a
decade ago that stone-faced old men were still presiding over workers paradises in the name of the
people while hundreds of millions endured grinding poverty under a system of mind-controlling
servitude which did not hesitate to murder and imprison whole populations in the cause of progress?
Or that the world seemed under threat from revolutionary hordes engulfing one country after
another, backed by a vast military machine and the threat of nuclear annihilation? In the 1970s, with



the fall of South Vietnam, Cambodia and Laos, the march of Marxism-Leninism across the world
seemed irresistible. Less than two decades later the experiment had collapsed, leaving perhaps 100
million dead, as well as economic devastation spanning continents. Even China now increasingly
embraces free market economics. Only in a few backwaters does communism endure, as obsolete as
rust-belt industry. This book is the first global narrative history of that defining human experience. It
weighs up the balance sheet: why did communism occur largely in countries wrenched from
feudalism or colonialism to twentieth-century modernism, rather than--as Marx had predicted--in
developed countries groaning under the weight of a parasitic middle class? Were coercion and state
planning in fact the only way forward for backward countries? What was the explanation for its
appeal -- not least among many highly intelligent observers in the West? Why did it grow so fast, and
collapse with such startling suddenness? A Short History of Communism sets out the whole epic
story for the first time, a panorama of human idealism, cruelty, suffering and courage, and provides
an intriguing new analysis.
  the shortest history of the soviet union: A Short History of the Unfinished Cold War Michael
Loren Hastings, 2019-07-15 A Short History of the Unfinished Cold War By: Michael Loren Hastings
In A Short History of the Unfinished Cold War, author Michael Loren Hastings provides an account
of the largely misunderstood period of tension and conflict between world powers. Drawing on
experience serving in the U.S. armed forces during the height of the Cold War, Hastings details the
many factors that led to the conflict at the end of World War II. This is augmented by extensive
research that provides a succinct, yet comprehensive, history. Hastings refutes the belief that the
Cold War ended with the collapse of the former Soviet Union and argues that the threat to Western
democracy is as severe as ever. For this reason, and many others, it is important to understand this
war, from its inception to its present, unfinished state. Perhaps then mankind will be able to avert
conflict and war that could be the cause of its undoing.
  the shortest history of the soviet union: A Brief History of Creation: Science and the Search
for the Origin of Life Bill Mesler, H. James Cleaves II, 2015-12-07 The epic story of the scientists
through the ages who have sought answers to life’s biggest mystery: How did it begin? In this
essential and illuminating history of Western science, Bill Mesler and H. James Cleaves II seek to
answer the most crucial question in science: How did life begin? They trace the trials and triumphs
of the iconoclastic scientists who have sought to solve the mystery, from Darwin’s theory of
evolution to Crick and Watson’s unveiling of DNA. This fascinating exploration not only examines the
origin-of-life question, but also interrogates the very nature of scientific discovery and objectivity.
  the shortest history of the soviet union: A Short History of Biological Warfare W. Seth Carus,
National Defense University (U S ), National Defense University. Center for the Study of Weapons of
Mass Destruction, 2017 This publication gives a history of biological warfare (BW) from the
prehistoric period through the present, with a section on the future of BW. The publication relies on
works by historians who used primary sources dealing with BW. In-depth definitions of biological
agents, biological weapons, and biological warfare (BW) are included, as well as an appendix of
further reading on the subject. Related items: Arms & Weapons publications can be found here:
https://bookstore.gpo.gov/catalog/arms-weapons Hazardous Materials (HAZMAT & CBRNE)
publications can be found here: https://bookstore.gpo.gov/catalog/hazardous-materials-hazmat-cbrne
  the shortest history of the soviet union: Russia and the USSR, 1855-1991 Stephen J. Lee,
2006 Russian history since 1855 has been marked by the rule of the Tsarist autocracy and Soviet
communism. This title examines both, comparing their ideologies, and their use of terror and
repression to crush opposition to their rule.
  the shortest history of the soviet union: A Short History of the Twentieth Century John
Lukacs, 2013-10-07 The great themes woven through John Lukacs's spirited, concise history of the
twentieth century are inseparable from the author's own intellectual preoccupations: the fading of
liberalism, the rise of populism and nationalism, the achievements and dangers of technology, the
continuing democratization of the globe, and the limitations of knowledge.
  the shortest history of the soviet union: Brief History of Russia Mikhail Nikolaevich



Pokrovskiĭ, 1968
  the shortest history of the soviet union: Reader's Guide to the History of Science Arne
Hessenbruch, 2013-12-16 The Reader's Guide to the History of Science looks at the literature of
science in some 550 entries on individuals (Einstein), institutions and disciplines (Mathematics),
general themes (Romantic Science) and central concepts (Paradigm and Fact). The history of science
is construed widely to include the history of medicine and technology as is reflected in the range of
disciplines from which the international team of 200 contributors are drawn.
  the shortest history of the soviet union: A Short History of Economic Progress Y.S. Brennor,
2014-06-17 Y. S. Brenner is an economist whose main concern is with development, and this attitude
is reflected in his approach to economic history.He begins this seminal study in the era of the
Reformation in Europe, and bases it on the hypothesis that once started, economic progress will
spread over ever-increasing parts of the earth wherever and whenever conditions become suitable.
From this point of view, he examines the nature of the impediments which prevent the more rapid
and general progress of mankind towards greater material affluence, while at the same time
considering the positive growth promoting factors in the various economies. Thus, he provides an
analysis of economic progress in the developed countries showing which natural, social, political and
cultural forces promoted such progress and which delayed or hindered it. He attempts to explain
why European nations took several decades to emulate the achievements of Britain and why nations
in other parts of the world, such as Japan and Russia, were unable for a considerable time to match
the advances made in parts of Western Europe and the United States. Finally, he attempts to explain
why the developing countries are still finding it so difficult to catch up with the economic progress of
the more advanced nations.Y. S. Brenner was Head of the Department of Economics at Cape Coast
University in Ghana. The book arose from a series of lectures on economic development he delivered
there during the years 1966-1967. This book was first published in 1969.
  the shortest history of the soviet union: A Short History of Western Political Thought W. M.
Spellman, 2017-09-16 This brief narrative survey of political thought over the past two millennia
explores key ideas that have shaped Western political traditions. Beginning with the Ancient Greeks'
classical emphasis on politics as an independent sphere of activity, the book goes on to consider the
medieval and early modern Christian views of politics and its central role in providing spiritual
leadership. Concluding with a discussion of present-day political thought, W. M. Spellman explores
the return to the ancient understanding of political life as a more autonomous sphere, and one that
doesn't relate to anything beyond the physical world. Setting the work of major and lesser-known
political philosophers within its historical context, the book offers a balanced and considered
overview of the topic, taking into account the religious values, inherited ideas and social settings of
the writers. Assuming no prior knowledge and written in a highly accessible style, A Short History of
Western Political Thought is ideal for those seeking to develop an understanding of this fascinating
and important subject.
  the shortest history of the soviet union: Lenin and Revolutionary Russia Stephen J. Lee,
2008-01-28 Examining the background to and the course of the Russian Revolution of 1917 and
Lenin's regime, Lee explores both the key aspects and the historical interpretations of Lenin's legacy
to Russian history.
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