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Timeline of Mexican Drug War: A Detailed Journey Through Conflict and Change

timeline of mexican drug war reveals a complex and often violent saga that has shaped Mexico's
recent history. This ongoing conflict between government forces and powerful drug cartels has not
only affected Mexico’s internal security but has also had far-reaching consequences across borders.
Understanding this timeline helps to grasp the roots, key events, and evolving dynamics of the
Mexican Drug War, shedding light on the challenges faced by authorities and communities alike.

The Origins of the Mexican Drug War

The Mexican Drug War officially began in the mid-2000s, but its roots trace back several decades
earlier. Drug trafficking in Mexico has long been a lucrative enterprise, with cartels exploiting the
country’s geographic position as a gateway between South America and the lucrative U.S. drug
market.

Early Drug Trafficking and Government Corruption

During the 1980s and 1990s, Mexican drug organizations like the Guadalajara Cartel laid the
groundwork for future conflicts. Corruption within law enforcement and political institutions allowed
cartels to operate with relative impunity. The large-scale production and trafficking of cocaine,
marijuana, and heroin began to attract significant attention both domestically and internationally.

Key Milestones in the Timeline of Mexican Drug War

To fully appreciate the complexity of the Mexican Drug War, it’s essential to look at pivotal events
that have defined its trajectory over the years.

2006: President Felipe Calderón Declares War

The timeline of Mexican drug war took a decisive turn in December 2006, when President Felipe
Calderón launched an aggressive crackdown on drug cartels. Deploying tens of thousands of troops
and federal police, Calderón aimed to dismantle the powerful criminal organizations. This marked
the beginning of open warfare between government forces and cartels like the Sinaloa, Los Zetas,
and the Gulf Cartel.

2008-2010: Escalation of Violence



The years following Calderón’s declaration saw an alarming surge in violence. Turf wars between
rival cartels intensified, leading to brutal battles in cities like Ciudad Juárez and Monterrey. The
infamous Los Zetas cartel became notorious for extreme acts of violence, including mass killings and
public displays of brutality. During this period, the death toll soared, with tens of thousands of
casualties reported.

2011: Capture of Joaquín “El Chapo” Guzmán

One of the most significant moments in the timeline of Mexican drug war was the arrest of Joaquín
“El Chapo” Guzmán, the leader of the Sinaloa cartel, in 2011. His capture was hailed as a major
victory for Mexican authorities. However, Guzmán’s escape from prison in 2015 and subsequent
recapture in 2016 highlighted the ongoing challenges in combating cartel power.

2012-2018: Shifts in Strategy and Violence Patterns

Under President Enrique Peña Nieto, efforts shifted towards institutional reforms and reducing
violence through social programs. However, cartel-related violence remained high, and new groups
emerged from splintered organizations. The fragmentation of cartels made the conflict more chaotic,
with localized fights and increased kidnappings, extortion, and human trafficking.

2018-Present: Andrés Manuel López Obrador’s Approach

The current administration under President Andrés Manuel López Obrador (AMLO) has taken a
somewhat different approach, emphasizing social development over militarized strategies. The
“hugs, not bullets” policy aims to reduce violence by addressing the root causes like poverty and
lack of opportunities. Despite this, some areas have seen continued or increased cartel violence,
reflecting the deep entrenchment of organized crime.

Understanding the Impact Through the Timeline

The timeline of Mexican drug war is not just a series of dates and events; it reflects the human cost
and socio-political consequences affecting millions.

Human Toll and Displacement

Since the war began, estimates suggest over 150,000 deaths and thousands of disappearances.
Entire communities have been displaced due to violence, with families fleeing to safer areas or
across the border. The pervasive fear and trauma have deeply affected Mexican society, altering
daily life and social structures.



Economic and Political Ramifications

The ongoing conflict has also impacted Mexico’s economy and political landscape. Large
investments are diverted to security and law enforcement, while tourism and local businesses often
suffer in violence-prone regions. Politically, the war has exposed corruption and weaknesses in the
justice system, prompting calls for reform and greater transparency.

Cartel Evolution and Government Responses Over Time

Examining how cartels and government policies have evolved provides insight into the complex
dynamics of the conflict.

From Large Cartels to Fragmented Cells

One notable trend in the timeline of Mexican drug war is the fragmentation of once-mighty cartels.
After the capture or death of prominent leaders, splinter groups often emerge, leading to
unpredictable and localized violence. This decentralization makes it harder for authorities to
negotiate or dismantle entire organizations.

Military vs. Social Strategies

The Mexican government’s oscillation between militarized crackdowns and social policies highlights
the challenge of balancing force with prevention. While military interventions have disrupted cartel
operations, they sometimes lead to power vacuums and retaliatory violence. Conversely, social
programs face difficulties in immediate impact but aim to reduce recruitment into criminal groups
over time.

Key Lessons and Insights from the Timeline of Mexican
Drug War

Understanding the timeline offers valuable lessons for policymakers, researchers, and communities
affected by organized crime.

Complexity Requires Multifaceted Solutions: No single approach can resolve the conflict;
a blend of law enforcement, social development, and international cooperation is essential.

Corruption Undermines Progress: Strengthening institutions and reducing corruption
remain critical to effective governance and justice.

Community Resilience is Vital: Empowering local communities and fostering social



cohesion can help resist cartel influence.

Cross-Border Collaboration Matters: Given the transnational nature of drug trafficking,
cooperation between Mexico, the U.S., and other countries is crucial.

The timeline of Mexican drug war is a sobering chronicle of conflict, resilience, and ongoing
struggle. As Mexico continues to navigate this complex issue, understanding its history is key to
envisioning a safer and more peaceful future.

Frequently Asked Questions

When did the Mexican Drug War officially begin?
The Mexican Drug War is generally considered to have begun in 2006 when then-President Felipe
Calderón launched a major offensive against drug cartels.

What was the main cause of the escalation of violence in the
Mexican Drug War?
The escalation was primarily caused by the government's aggressive crackdown on drug cartels,
leading to violent turf wars among rival groups.

Which drug cartels have been the most influential during the
Mexican Drug War?
The most influential cartels include the Sinaloa Cartel, Los Zetas, the Gulf Cartel, and the Jalisco
New Generation Cartel (CJNG).

What significant event happened in 2009 during the Mexican
Drug War?
In 2009, the death of Arturo Beltrán Leyva, leader of the Beltrán Leyva Cartel, marked a major
turning point, causing cartel fragmentation and increased violence.

How did the capture of Joaquín 'El Chapo' Guzmán impact the
Mexican Drug War timeline?
El Chapo's captures in 2014 and 2016 weakened the Sinaloa Cartel temporarily but also led to
violent power struggles within the cartel and among rivals.

What role has the Mexican military played in the Drug War



timeline?
The Mexican military has been heavily involved since 2006, conducting operations against cartels,
but its involvement has also been criticized for human rights abuses.

How has violence evolved in the Mexican Drug War from 2006
to recent years?
Violence peaked around 2010-2011 but has fluctuated since, with some areas seeing decreases while
others, particularly involving CJNG, have experienced increasing violence.

What was the impact of the 2011 death of 'La Barbie' (Edgar
Valdez Villarreal) in the drug war timeline?
La Barbie's arrest in 2010 and subsequent death sentence in 2011 weakened the Beltrán Leyva
Cartel, contributing to shifts in cartel power dynamics.

How has the Mexican Drug War affected civilians over time?
The war has resulted in over 150,000 deaths and thousands of disappearances, with widespread
impacts on civilian safety, displacement, and human rights.

What recent developments have shaped the Mexican Drug War
in the 2020s?
Recent developments include the rise of the CJNG as a dominant cartel, increased use of social
media by cartels, and ongoing government efforts to negotiate peace with some groups.

Additional Resources
Timeline of Mexican Drug War: An Analytical Review of Decades of Conflict

timeline of mexican drug war traces the complex and violent struggle between the Mexican
government and various drug trafficking organizations that have shaped Mexico's socio-political
landscape for over three decades. This protracted conflict has involved multiple cartels, shifting
alliances, and waves of governmental strategies, making it one of the most significant and enduring
drug-related conflicts in modern history. Understanding this timeline is crucial for grasping not only
the evolution of drug trafficking in Mexico but also its profound impact on regional security,
governance, and civil society.

The Origins and Early Stages of the Mexican Drug War

The roots of the Mexican Drug War can be traced back to the 1980s when Mexico began to emerge
as a critical transit point for cocaine trafficking from South America to the United States. Initially,
the conflict largely involved smuggling operations rather than outright violence. However, as drug



cartels grew more powerful and diversified into other illicit activities, confrontations with law
enforcement and rival groups intensified.

1980s: Formation of Major Cartels and Early Violence

During the 1980s, prominent cartels such as the Guadalajara Cartel, led by Miguel Ángel Félix
Gallardo, consolidated control over drug trafficking corridors. The decentralization of this cartel
following Félix Gallardo’s arrest in 1989 marked a significant turning point, resulting in the
emergence of powerful factions like the Tijuana, Sinaloa, and Juárez cartels. This fragmentation
sowed seeds of violent turf wars that escalated throughout the 1990s.

1990s: Escalation and Institutional Challenges

The 1990s witnessed increased violence as cartels competed for dominance over lucrative smuggling
routes. Law enforcement efforts were hampered by corruption and limited resources, which allowed
cartels to operate with relative impunity. The government's attempts at high-profile arrests often led
to power vacuums, triggering more violent clashes. The infamous assassination of Cardinal Juan
Jesús Posadas Ocampo in 1993, allegedly linked to cartel disputes, underscored the growing
brazenness of criminal organizations.

The Mexican Drug War Intensifies: 2000s Onwards

The 2000s marked a dramatic intensification of the drug conflict, coinciding with the election of
President Felipe Calderón in 2006. Calderón declared a full-scale offensive against drug cartels,
deploying thousands of federal troops and initiating a militarized approach to combating organized
crime.

2006: Calderón’s Militarized Offensive

The launch of “Operation Michoacán” in 2006 signaled the beginning of the Mexican government’s
aggressive crackdown on drug cartels. This military-led strategy aimed to dismantle major criminal
organizations through direct confrontation. However, while it succeeded in capturing or killing
cartel leaders, it inadvertently led to fragmentation within cartels and intensified inter-cartel
violence.

Fragmentation and the Rise of New Cartels

The decapitation strategy disrupted cartel hierarchies, but also gave rise to splinter groups such as
Los Zetas and the Knights Templar Cartel. Los Zetas, originally formed by defectors from the
Mexican military, became notorious for their extreme violence and sophisticated operations. The
proliferation of multiple armed factions complicated government efforts and increased the scale of



violence across multiple regions.

2010s: Widespread Violence and Humanitarian Impact

By the 2010s, Mexico was engulfed in a multifaceted conflict that affected not only cartel operatives
and law enforcement but also civilians. According to official data, the period saw tens of thousands
of homicides linked to organized crime. Notable violent episodes, such as the 2011 massacre in
Allende, Coahuila, exemplified the human cost of the drug war. The conflict also resulted in
widespread displacement and human rights abuses, drawing international concern.

Key Milestones and Turning Points in the Timeline of
Mexican Drug War

An analytical review of the timeline highlights several pivotal moments that shaped the trajectory of
the conflict:

1989: Arrest of Miguel Ángel Félix Gallardo and fragmentation of the Guadalajara Cartel.1.

2006: Calderón’s launch of the militarized drug war, leading to intensified violence.2.

2010: Capture of Joaquín “El Chapo” Guzmán, leader of the Sinaloa Cartel, a major blow to3.
cartel leadership.

2013: The death of Alfredo Beltrán Leyva destabilized the Beltrán Leyva Cartel and shifted4.
power balances.

2015: Surge in violence in states like Guerrero and Michoacán due to cartel rivalries and self-5.
defense groups.

2019: Release of “El Chapo” Guzmán due to legal technicalities, impacting cartel dynamics.6.

Government Strategies and Their Implications

Mexican authorities have employed a mixture of military operations, judicial reforms, and
intelligence-sharing initiatives with international partners, especially the United States. While
increased militarization initially aimed at crippling cartel leadership, it often led to unintended
consequences such as increased fragmentation and violence. Additionally, issues like corruption
within law enforcement and judicial institutions have undermined the effectiveness of anti-cartel
efforts.



The Role of International Factors in the Drug War
Timeline

The Mexican Drug War is not an isolated phenomenon; rather, it is deeply intertwined with global
drug markets and international policies. The demand for narcotics in the United States has been a
primary driver of cartel activities. Moreover, cross-border cooperation between Mexican and U.S.
law enforcement agencies has evolved over time, encompassing intelligence sharing, joint
operations, and legal frameworks like the Mérida Initiative launched in 2008.

Impact of U.S. Drug Policy and Demand

The United States remains the largest consumer market for illicit drugs trafficked through Mexico.
Shifts in U.S. drug policy, such as increased border security and drug interdiction efforts, have
influenced cartel strategies, often pushing traffickers to adapt routes or diversify illicit activities.
The legalization of marijuana in some U.S. states has had mixed effects, with some analysts arguing
it reduces demand for smuggled cannabis but does not affect other narcotics.

Cross-Border Security Collaboration

Bilateral cooperation has been a cornerstone in the fight against drug trafficking organizations.
Programs under the Mérida Initiative have provided Mexico with funding, training, and equipment to
strengthen law enforcement capabilities. However, challenges such as differing legal standards and
corruption have sometimes hindered the full potential of these partnerships.

Social and Economic Dimensions of the Drug War
Timeline

Beyond the military and political aspects, the timeline of the Mexican Drug War reveals significant
social and economic repercussions. Regions heavily affected by cartel violence have experienced
disruptions in local economies, education, and public health. The war has also fostered a climate of
fear and mistrust among communities, complicating efforts at social cohesion and recovery.

Human Cost and Displacement

The protracted conflict has resulted in tens of thousands of deaths and forced displacement of
hundreds of thousands of people. Vulnerable populations, including women and children, have faced
increased risks of violence and exploitation. The phenomenon of desaparecidos (disappeared
persons) has drawn attention to the severe human rights violations linked to the drug war.



Economic Impact on Communities

Cartel control over territories often translates into extortion, forced recruitment, and disruption of
legitimate businesses. Agricultural and tourism sectors have suffered in many affected states,
eroding livelihoods and perpetuating cycles of poverty that can, in turn, fuel recruitment into
criminal organizations.

Contemporary Developments and Future Outlook

The timeline of the Mexican Drug War continues to evolve as new dynamics emerge. Recent years
have seen a shift in governmental approaches, with the administration of President Andrés Manuel
López Obrador emphasizing social programs and less militarized tactics, while still facing persistent
violence.

Emergence of New Criminal Actors

The fragmentation of traditional cartels has led to the rise of smaller, more localized criminal
groups, sometimes referred to as “cartelitos.” These groups are often more violent and less
organized, complicating law enforcement responses. Additionally, drug trafficking routes have
diversified, including increased use of tunnels, drones, and maritime trafficking.

Innovations in Law Enforcement and Community Engagement

Mexican authorities have increasingly explored intelligence-led policing and community-based
strategies to combat drug-related violence. Civil society organizations and local governments have
also sought to address the root causes of violence, such as poverty and lack of education.

Understanding the timeline of the Mexican Drug War provides critical insights into the multifaceted
challenges Mexico faces in addressing organized crime. It underscores the need for balanced, multi-
dimensional strategies that incorporate law enforcement, social policy, and international cooperation
to mitigate the enduring impact of this complex conflict.
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2020-03-24 Mexico's Drug War and Criminal Networks examines the effects of technology on three
criminal organizations: the Sinaloa cartel, the Zetas, and the Caballeros Templarios. Using social
network analysis, and analyzing the use of web platforms Facebook, Twitter, and YouTube, Nilda M.
Garcia provides fresh insights on the organizational network, the central nodes, and the channels
through which information flows in these three criminal organizations. In doing so, she
demonstrates that some drug cartels in Mexico have adopted the usage of social media into their
strategies, often pursuing different tactics in the search for new ways to dominate. She finds that the
strategic adaptation of social media platforms has different effects on criminal organization’s
survivability. When used effectively, coupled with the adoption of decentralized structures, these
platforms do increase a criminal organization’s survival capacity. Nonetheless, if used haphazardly,
it can have the opposite effect. Drawing on the fields of criminology, social network analysis,
international relations, and organizational theory and featuring a wealth of information about the
drug cartels themselves, Mexico's Drug War and Criminal Networks will be a great source for all
those interested in the presence, behavior, purposes, and strategies of drug cartels in their forays
into social media platforms in Mexico and beyond.
  timeline of mexican drug war: Mexican Drug War Courtney Farrell, 2011-09-01 This title
examines one of the world's critical issues, the Mexican drug war. Readers will learn the historical
background of this issue leading up to its current and future impact on society. Elements of Mexico's
drug war such as cartels, police and government corruption, kidnappings, and The United States'
involvement are discussed in detail, as are the drugs that are traded such as marijuana, opium,
heroin, methamphetamine, and ecstasy. Issues related to drug use such as child neglect and abuse,
low user achievement, meth mouth, disease transmission, and its affects on children including their
recruitment into cartels are covered. Legislation and programs to address drug use, such as the
Merida Initiative, Controlled Substances Act, the use of paraquat, and the argument to legalize
drugs are introduced. Engaging text, informative sidebars, and color photographs present
information realistically, leaving readers with a thorough, honest interpretation of Mexican drug
war. Features include a timeline, facts, additional resources, Web sites, a glossary, a bibliography,
and an index. Essential Issues is a series in Essential Library, an imprint of ABDO Publishing
Company.
  timeline of mexican drug war: A History of Mexican Literature Ignacio M. Sänchez Prado,
Anna M. Nogar, José Ramón Ruisánchez Serra, 2016-06-24 A History of Mexican Literature
chronicles a story more than five hundred years in the making, looking at the development of literary
culture in Mexico from its indigenous beginnings to the twenty-first century. Featuring a
comprehensive introduction that charts the development of a complex canon, this History includes
extensive essays that illuminate the cultural and political intricacies of Mexican literature.
Organized thematically, these essays survey the multilayered verse and fiction of such diverse
writers as Sor Juana Inés de la Cruz, Mariano Azuela, Xavier Villaurrutia, and Octavio Paz. Written
by a host of leading scholars, this History also devotes special attention to the lasting significance of
colonialism and multiculturalism in Mexican literature. This book is of pivotal importance to the
development of Mexican writing and will serve as an invaluable reference for specialists and
students alike.
  timeline of mexican drug war: Drug Wars and Covert Netherworlds James H. Creechan,
2021-12-07 Drug Wars and Covert Netherworlds describes the history of Mexican narco cartels and
their regional and organizational trajectories and differences. Covering more than five decades,
sociologist James H. Creechan unravels a web of government dependence, legitimate enterprises,
and covert connections.
  timeline of mexican drug war: Latino History Day by Day Caryn E. Neumann, Tammy S. Allen,
2013-05-09 This title takes a calendrical approach to illuminating the history of Latinos and life in
the United States and adds more value than a simple this day in history through primary source
excerpts and resources for further research. Latino/a history has been relatively slow in gaining
recognition despite the population's rich and varied history. Engaging and informative, Latino



History Day by Day: A Reference Guide to Events will help address that oversight. Much more than
just a this-day-in-history list, the guide describes important events in Latino/a history, augmenting
many entries with a brief excerpt from a primary document. All entries include two annotated books
and websites as key resources for follow up. The day-to-day reference is organized by the 365 days
of the year with each day drawing from events that span several hundred years of Latino/a history,
from Mexican Americans to Puerto Ricans to Cuban Americans. With this guide in hand, teachers
will be able to more easily incorporate Latino/a history into their classes. Students will find the book
an easy-to-use guide to the Latino/a past and an ideal starting place for research.
  timeline of mexican drug war: Diversity in Action Steve H. Koh, Gabriela G. Mejia, Hilary
M. Gould, 2022-01-01 This book presents an extensive collection of high-yield case vignettes with
recommendations for a comprehensive approach to cultural psychiatry. Culture is defined from an
anthropological perspective, with an emphasis on aspects of culture beyond race, ethnicity, and
other traditional demographic categories. The goal of this book is to offer clinical applications of
cultural psychiatry via examination of special populations, systems, and settings. With ever-changing
geopolitical environments, institutional structures, and sociodynamics, attention and consideration
of context is paramount. Theoretical models and specific frameworks for evaluating cultural
influence on the manifestation, development, and treatment response of mental health illnesses are
presented. The chapters are organized to showcase different ways in which culture plays into
everyday clinical practice. Emphasis is placed on the full sum of the care delivery transaction within
a larger context, including public and community systems of care. Real-world case examples are
discussed in each chapter to help contextualize the dynamic nature that culture plays in practice
across inpatient and outpatient settings. Each case presents with relevant academic and historical
background and practical operational advice for psychiatrists providing care within these respective
communities. The authors address diverse clinical cases related to refugee and asylum seekers,
military service members, survivors of human trafficking, incarcerated populations, and more.
Training recommendations and best practices are outlined including psychopharmacology,
psychosocial treatments, and cultural adaptations to evidence based treatments. Diversity in Action:
Case Studies in Cultural Psychiatry is a useful resource for all psychiatrists, psychologists, general
practitioners, social workers, nurses, administrators, public policy officials, and all medical
professionals working with a culturally diverse subset of patients seeking mental health.
  timeline of mexican drug war: Mexico at War David F. Marley, 2014-08-11 A comprehensive
overview of Mexico's military history from 1810 to the present day, including rare facts and
information not found online. Mexico's past is riddled with stories of struggle—military battles,
internal rebellions, revolutions, and drug wars. This in-depth reference provides a complete military
history of that country since its War of Independence in 1810 through the present day. From the
evolution of combat in the region, to the motivations and tensions behind recurrent conflicts, to the
dubious beginnings of drug gangs and warlords, this is the only book of its kind to explore Mexican
warfare in such great depth. This detailed study consists of an alphabetical compilation of roughly
300 entries dealing with different facets of hostile encounters throughout the country's history. In
addition to covering key places and people, regional expert and author David F. Marley offers unique
insights into more obscure topics such as the 1913 aerial bombardments at the port of Guaymas,
visits from American luminaries, colorful Mexican military slang, and the songs that identify various
political factions. The work includes a host of important historical documents, a glossary, and an
extensive bibliography to encourage further research on the subject.
  timeline of mexican drug war: History of North America Map by Map DK, 2024-09-05 This
book offers a visual journey through the history of North America via a series of engaging, detailed
maps, explaining key events and eras from prehistory to the 21st century. Specially commissioned
maps tell the story of this vast region: the first human populations; the complex, ancient civilizations
that arose; later Indigenous peoples and their societies; the first Westerners to arrive on the shores,
from the Vikings to the Mayflower; early European settlements and their devastating effects; the
stories of enslaved people and the abolition of slavery; the American Revolution and Civil War that



shaped the modern United States; the Mexican-American War; the founding of Canada; and birth of
the modern era and beyond. Brand new maps are accompanied by historic maps, documents, and
artefacts, while timelines clearly lay out the chronology of events. Each era is introduced and
explained, while features offer a closer look at selected moments. Whether for casual browsing or a
deep dive into the past, History of North America Map by Map is essential reading for anyone who
wants to know more about this fascinating land.
  timeline of mexican drug war: Mexican Cartels David F. Marley, 2019-10-11 This
captivating resource covers the bloody history of Mexican drug cartels from their rise in the 1980s
to the latest round of brutal violence, which has seen more than 125,000 Mexican citizens killed over
the past decade. This comprehensive reference work offers a detailed exploration of the vicious drug
organizations that have enveloped Mexico in extreme violence since the 1980s. Organized
alphabetically, the book features more than 200 entries on the major individuals and organizations
that have dominated Mexico's booming illegal drug trade, as well as the Mexican armed forces and
police units that have faced off against them in the escalating War on Drugs. The book opens with
illuminating essays that provide context for Mexico's cartels and the long-running War on Drugs and
explore the impact of the cartels on the United States. The A-Z entries that follow include such
topics as Vincente Fox, El Chapo Guzman, the Golden Triangle, Operation Border Star, and the
Sinaloa and Zetas cartels. Other entries focus on various anti-drug campaigns, crucial events, and
weaponry favored by the cartels. The entries are augmented by an expansive chronology, a colorful
glossary, and an extensive bibliography.
  timeline of mexican drug war: Theorizing Folklore from the Margins Solimar Otero, Mintzi
Auanda Martínez-Rivera, 2021-06-15 The study of folklore has historically focused on the daily life
and culture of regular people, such as artisans, storytellers, and craftspeople. But what can folklore
reveal about strategies of belonging, survival, and reinvention in moments of crisis? The experience
of living in hostile conditions for cultural, social, political, or economic reasons has redefined
communities in crisis. The curated works in Theorizing Folklore from the Margins offer clear and
feasible suggestions for how to ethically engage in the study of folklore with marginalized
populations. By focusing on issues of critical race and ethnic studies, decolonial and antioppressive
methodologies, and gender and sexuality studies, contributors employ a wide variety of disciplines
and theoretical approaches. In doing so, they reflect the transdisciplinary possibilities of Folklore
studies. By bridging the gap between theory and practice, Theorizing Folklore from the Margins
confirms that engaging with oppressed communities is not only relevant, but necessary.
  timeline of mexican drug war: Mexican Drug War Courtney Farrell, 2011-08-01 This title
examines one of the world's critical issues, the Mexican drug war. Readers will learn the historical
background of this issue leading up to its current and future impact on society. Elements of Mexico's
drug war such as cartels, police and government corruption, kidnappings, and The United States'
involvement are discussed in detail, as are the drugs that are traded such as marijuana, opium,
heroin, methamphetamine, and ecstasy. Issues related to drug use such as child neglect and abuse,
low user achievement, meth mouth, disease transmission, and its affects on children including their
recruitment into cartels are covered. Legislation and programs to address drug use, such as the
Merida Initiative, Controlled Substances Act, the use of paraquat, and the argument to legalize
drugs are introduced. Engaging text, informative sidebars, and color photographs present
information realistically, leaving readers with a thorough, honest interpretation of Mexican drug
war. Features include a timeline, facts, additional resources, Web sites, a glossary, a bibliography,
and an index. Essential Issues is a series in Essential Library, an imprint of ABDO Publishing
Company.
  timeline of mexican drug war: Histories of Drug Trafficking in Twentieth-Century
Mexico Wil G. Pansters, Benjamin T. Smith, 2024-11-15 This work brings together a new generation
of drug historians and new historical sources to uncover the history of the drug trade and its
regulations. While the US and Mexican governments developed anti-drug discourses and policies,
which criminalized both high-profile traffickers and small-time addicts, these authorities also



employed the criminals and cash connected to the drug trade to pursue more pressing political
concerns. The politics, socioeconomic relations, and criminal justice system of modern Mexico have
been shaped by these public and covert policies as well as by subnational histories of drug
production and trafficking. The essays in this study explore this complicated narrative and provide
insight into Mexico’s history and the wider contemporary global drug trade.
  timeline of mexican drug war: Mexico's Criminal Insurgency John P. Sullivan, 2012-05-29 In
sum, this anthology represents some of the best and brightest scholars of today who are writing on
the evolving security environment in Mexico and the implications this may hold for the United
States. They have greatly enhanced our understanding of crime wars and criminal
insurgencies—21st century war and conflict waged by non-state entities— and the impact this new
form of warfare is having on states. For this, we embrace them and have established the new SWJ El
Centro forum to further promote their professionalism and scholarship. Dave Dilegge SWJ
Editor-in-Chief
  timeline of mexican drug war: The 1970s and the Making of the Modern US-Mexico Border
Aaron Brown, 2024-07-08 During the late twentieth century, many Americans expressed concern
about the security surrounding the U.S.-Mexico border due to the lack of progress in achieving
meaningful and effective immigration regulation and an inability to control growing drug trafficking.
Despite publicly and privately striving for cooperation on these issues, Mexican and American
policymakers struggled to arrive at viable and sustainable solutions. In The 1970s and the Making of
the Modern US-Mexico Border: Fortifying a Frontier, Aaron Brown analyzes US drug and
immigration policies from the 1960s to 1980s, how they applied to Mexico and the border, and how
this shaped modern U.S. perceptions of border security. Brown utilizes archival research,
newspapers, and other sources to investigate how US policymakers, border residents, and activists
shaped policies aimed at eliminating rising crime, economic stagnation, and global insecurity. At a
time when the US-Mexico border is again the subject of heated political debate, this book can help
readers understand the origins of the current crisis.
  timeline of mexican drug war: Our 50-State Border Crisis Howard G. Buffett, 2018-04-03
From one of America's most prominent philanthropists, an eye-opening, myth-busting new
perspective on the crisis at the U.S.-Mexico border. Howard G. Buffett has seen first-hand the
devastating impact of cheap Mexican heroin and other opiate cocktails across America. Fueled by
failing border policies and lawlessness in Mexico and Central America, drugs are pouring over the
nation's southern border in record quantities, turning Americans into addicts and migrants into drug
mules -- and killing us in record numbers. Politicians talk about a border crisis and an opioid crisis
as separate issues. To Buffett, a landowner on the U.S. border with Mexico and now a sheriff in
Illinois, these are intimately connected. Ineffective border policies not only put residents in border
states like Texas and Arizona in harm's way, they put American lives in states like Oregon,
Pennsylvania, and Vermont at risk. Mexican cartels have grown astonishingly powerful by exploiting
both the gaps in our border security strategy and the desperation of migrants -- all while profiting
enormously off America's growing addiction to drugs. The solution isn't a wall. In this
groundbreaking book, Buffett outlines a realistic, effective, and bi-partisan approach to fighting
cartels, strengthening our national security, and tackling the roots of the chaos below the border.
  timeline of mexican drug war: Violence, Conflict and Discourse in Mexican Cinema
(2002-2015) Miriam Haddu, 2022-01-26 The last two decades have seen dramatic changes to
Mexico’s socio-political landscape. A former president fleeing into exile, political assassinations, a
rebellion in Chiapas, and the eruption of the so-called war on drugs provide key examples of critical
events shaping the nation. This book examines Mexican cinema’s representations of, and responses
to, these socio-political moments. Beginning with the definitive year 1994, which saw the Ejército
Zapatista de Liberación Nacional (EZLN) declare war on the Mexican government, the early
chapters in this book discuss the outcome of these episodes in subsequent years and how they find
screen representation. The study then moves on to provide close readings of key filmic texts as
reflections of the so-called narco-war and its effects on Mexican society. Focusing on both fiction



and documentary filmmaking, this book explores notions of violence, victimhood, and the complex
processing of grief in the context of enforced disappearances and the narco-conflict. In addition to
examining films made in Mexico, this investigation incorporates the work of three of the nation’s
most celebrated transnational directors: Guillermo del Toro, Alejandro González Iñárritu and Alfonso
Cuarón. By examining their work on European soil as a comparative exercise, the analyses offer an
understanding of the imprints left by warfare and trauma upon the collective and individual psyche,
seen from a universal viewpoint. Using rigorous theoretical frameworks and succinct filmic analyses,
this book will be essential reading for those interested in Mexican and Latin American film, as well
as those working in the fields of Cultural, Screen, and Trauma Studies.
  timeline of mexican drug war: Drug Decriminalization and Legalization Aharon W. Zorea,
2025-07-10 Explore the contentious and multifaceted issue of drug decriminalization and
legalization from a variety of perspectives. Part of the Health and Medical Issues Today series, this
book explores the contentious issue of decriminalizing and legalizing drugs through an accessible
three-part structure. Part I provides readers with the background information they need to better
understand and develop informed opinions about the topic. Chapters address the difference between
decriminalization and legalization, explore the biochemistry of addiction, examine historical and
contemporary decriminalization and legalization movements in the USA, and highlight international
examples of decriminalization and legalization efforts. Part II delves into specific issues and
controversies related to this subject, including physical and mental health consequences, the impact
on crime and the criminal justice system, and the potential economic and social effects at both a
local and national level. Coverage is balanced and unbiased, allowing readers to draw their own
conclusions. Part III features five engaging case studies that help the subject come to life for readers
and illustrate concepts and issues discussed in the text. A glossary and annotated directory of
resources round out the volume.
  timeline of mexican drug war: A History of the World Alex Woolf, 2008-06-28 Mankind has
come a long way since our ancestors first stood up on two feet, but how did we get to where we are
today? This book tells the story, through conflict and intrigue, power won and lost, great empires
built and destroyed. With over 350 illustrations, timelines and box features, A Short History of the
World is a comprehensive and entertaining look at the ways in which man has spent his time on
earth. Find out how the great Egyptian dynasties crumbled, how medieval Europe fell prey to the
Black Death, how Enlightenment thinkers changed the course of history, and much more. Sections
include: • The Prehistoric World • The Ancient World • The Classical World • The Medieval World •
The Early Modern World • The 19th-Century World • The Modern World
  timeline of mexican drug war: The Border Challenge T. Michael Andrews, 2012-02-16 This
book presents an insider’s view of the federal government’s dual mission to stop the flow of illegal
drugs across our borders and to prevent streams of drug money from financing drug cartels,
insurgents, and terrorists. Andrews focuses on current challenges facing federal drug enforcement
agencies, how our strategies for enforcement have been redirected since 9/11, and why we require
different strategies along our northern and southern borders and our ports of entry. This guide’s aim
is to provide an operational view of drug enforcement to policymakers, law enforcement officials,
think tanks examining drug interdiction issues, and military officials who assist federal law
enforcement efforts. The Border Challenge will also be of interest to students of international
development and social change and the next generation of criminal justice and law enforcement
officials.
  timeline of mexican drug war: Organized Crime Conflicts in Mexico Source Wikipedia,
2013-09 Please note that the content of this book primarily consists of articles available from
Wikipedia or other free sources online. Pages: 88. Chapters: Mexican Drug War, Enrique Camarena,
Timeline of the Mexican Drug War, Mexican Army, Merida Initiative, Mexican Navy, Mexican Air
Force, Narco submarine, Mara Salvatrucha, Sinaloa Cartel, Joaquin Guzman Loera, La Familia
Michoacana, Federal Police, Los Zetas Cartel, List of Mexico's 37 most-wanted drug lords,
Beltran-Leyva Cartel, Mexican Mafia, Juan Garcia Abrego, Gulf Cartel, Edgar Valdez Villarreal,



Arturo Beltran Leyva, Mexican Naval operations in the Mexican Drug War, Juarez Cartel, Operation
Sinaloa, Miguel Angel Felix Gallardo, Tijuana Cartel, Ministry of Public Security, Sandra Avila
Beltran, Texas Syndicate, 18th Street gang, Blog del Narco, Piracy in Falcon Lake, Hector Beltran
Leyva, Los Negros, Marisol Valles Garcia, Antonio Cardenas Guillen, Ciudad Juarez rehab center
attack, Hector Luis Palma Salazar, Federal Investigations Agency, Rafael Caro Quintero, Humberto
Alvarez Machain, Miguel Caro Quintero, Alfredo Beltran Leyva, Eduardo Ravelo, 2010 Puebla oil
pipeline explosion, Osiel Cardenas Guillen, La Linea, Logan Heights Gang, Mario Cardenas Guillen,
2008 Morelia grenade attacks, Operation Quintana Roo, Juan Nepomuceno Guerra, Edgar Eusebio
Millan Gomez, House of Death, 2010 Chihuahua shootings, Milenio Cartel, 2009 Guanajuato and
Hidalgo shootings, Otto Roberto Herrera Garcia, Rafael Aguilar Guajardo, Enrique Plancarte Solis,
Oaxaca Cartel, Jesus Alberto Capella Ibarra, Jose de Jesus Mendez Vargas, Maras, Alberto Espinoza
Barron, Los Pelones, South Pacific Cartel, Gente Nueva, Direccion Federal de Seguridad. Excerpt:
The Mexican Drug War is an ongoing armed conflict taking place among rival drug cartels, who fight
each other for regional control, and Mexican government forces who seek to combat drug
trafficking. Although Mexican drug cartels, or drug trafficking...
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