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The Enduring Charm of The Shell Seekers by Rosamunde Pilcher

the shell seekers rosamunde pilcher is more than just a novel; it’s a heartfelt journey through memory, family,
and the enduring power of art and love. Since its publication in 1987, this beloved book has captivated millions
with its richly drawn characters and evocative portrayal of British life. If you’ve ever wondered what makes
Rosamunde Pilcher’s work stand out or why The Shell Seekers remains a cherished classic in contemporary
fiction, this article will guide you through its themes, narrative style, and lasting appeal.

Understanding The Shell Seekers and Its Author

Rosamunde Pilcher, often heralded as one of the queens of romantic fiction, crafted The Shell Seekers during a
prolific period in her career. The novel showcases her signature blend of warm storytelling, vivid settings, and
complex family dynamics. Unlike formulaic romance novels, Pilcher’s work offers readers a nuanced exploration
of human relationships, rooted deeply in a sense of place and time.

The Life Behind the Story

Born in Cornwall, England, Pilcher’s love for the British countryside and coastal life shines through in The
Shell Seekers. The novel’s settings—from the rugged Cornish coast to bustling London—reflect her intimate
knowledge of these locales, providing a richly textured backdrop for the story. This authenticity invites
readers to immerse themselves fully in the narrative, experiencing the sights, sounds, and emotions as if they
were walking alongside the characters.

The Plot and Themes of The Shell Seekers

At its heart, The Shell Seekers centers on Penelope Keeling, a woman in her sixties looking back on her life and
the legacy of her father’s famous paintings. The story is structured around Penelope’s reflections, weaving
together past and present to reveal the complexities of family bonds, regrets, and reconciliation.

Exploring Family and Memory

One of the most compelling aspects of the novel is its exploration of how family histories shape our identities.
Penelope’s relationships with her children are fraught with misunderstandings and emotional distance, yet there
is an underlying desire for connection and healing. Through flashbacks and memories, readers gain insight into the
events that have defined Penelope’s life, making the story resonate on a deeply personal level.

The Symbolism of Art

Art plays a pivotal role in The Shell Seekers, symbolizing both continuity and change. Penelope’s father’s
paintings, especially the eponymous “Shell Seekers,” serve as a tangible link to the past and a source of
conflict and resolution within the family. This motif adds layers of meaning to the narrative, highlighting how
creativity and legacy intertwine in the human experience.



Why The Shell Seekers Resonates Today

Even decades after its release, The Shell Seekers continues to find new audiences, thanks to its universal themes
and relatable characters. Whether you’re a fan of literary fiction or simply enjoy stories about family and
growth, Pilcher’s novel offers something timeless.

The Appeal of Relatable Characters

Penelope’s journey is one of self-discovery and acceptance, themes that resonate across generations. Readers
often find themselves reflecting on their own family dynamics and the passage of time. This emotional
accessibility is a key reason why The Shell Seekers remains a favorite for book clubs and casual readers alike.

Setting and Atmosphere

The evocative descriptions of coastal England create a strong sense of place that enhances the story’s
emotional impact. Pilcher’s ability to capture the changing seasons, the charm of seaside villages, and the
contrast between urban and rural life immerses readers fully. For many, this atmospheric quality is as
memorable as the plot itself.

Adaptations and Cultural Impact

The success of The Shell Seekers has led to several adaptations, including a popular television film starring
Angela Lansbury. These adaptations have helped introduce the story to wider audiences, cementing its place in
popular culture.

Television and Film Versions

The 2006 TV adaptation brought the novel’s characters and settings to life, capturing the emotional depth
and scenic beauty that fans love. While no adaptation can replace the experience of reading the book, these
visual interpretations offer a new way to appreciate Pilcher’s storytelling.

Influence on Contemporary Writers

Pilcher’s influence extends beyond her own novels. Many contemporary authors cite her work as inspiration for
their own explorations of family sagas and romantic fiction. The Shell Seekers, in particular, set a standard
for combining heartfelt emotion with compelling narrative structure.

Tips for Readers New to Rosamunde Pilcher

If you’re just starting with Pilcher’s work, The Shell Seekers is an excellent entry point. Here are a few tips to
enhance your reading experience:

Take your time: The novel’s rich detail and layered storytelling reward slow, thoughtful reading.



Pay attention to the setting: Notice how Pilcher uses environment to reflect characters’ moods and
themes.

Reflect on the themes: Consider how memory, art, and family dynamics interplay throughout the story.

Explore related works: After The Shell Seekers, you might enjoy Pilcher’s other novels like Winter
Solstice or Coming Home, which share similar themes and style.

Final Thoughts on The Shell Seekers Rosamunde Pilcher

The enduring popularity of The Shell Seekers by Rosamunde Pilcher is a testament to its heartfelt storytelling
and universal themes. It invites readers to look inward, consider their own histories, and appreciate the art
woven through life’s tapestry. Whether experienced as a novel or through its adaptations, The Shell Seekers
remains a shining example of literary fiction that touches the heart and lingers in the mind long after the last
page is turned.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the plot of 'The Shell Seekers' by Rosamunde Pilcher?

'The Shell Seekers' follows Penelope Keeling as she reflects on her life, relationships, and the legacy of her
father’s paintings, particularly a treasured artwork called The Shell Seekers. The novel explores themes of
family, love, and the passage of time.

Who is the main character in 'The Shell Seekers'?

The main character is Penelope Keeling, a woman in her sixties who looks back on her life and confronts family
conflicts and personal memories.

When was 'The Shell Seekers' by Rosamunde Pilcher first published?

'The Shell Seekers' was first published in 1987.

Why is 'The Shell Seekers' considered a classic in contemporary British
literature?

'The Shell Seekers' is praised for its rich character development, evocative descriptions of English and
Mediterranean settings, and its exploration of family dynamics and personal history, making it a beloved classic
in contemporary British fiction.

Has 'The Shell Seekers' been adapted into film or television?

Yes, 'The Shell Seekers' has been adapted into television films, including a 2006 TV movie starring Vanessa
Redgrave.

What themes are explored in 'The Shell Seekers'?

Themes in 'The Shell Seekers' include family relationships, memory, love, the passage of time, and the significance
of art and heritage.



Where is 'The Shell Seekers' by Rosamunde Pilcher primarily set?

The novel is primarily set in Cornwall, England, with parts of the story taking place in London and the
Mediterranean.

Additional Resources
The Enduring Charm of The Shell Seekers by Rosamunde Pilcher

the shell seekers rosamunde pilcher stands as a hallmark of contemporary British literature, weaving a
narrative that resonates with readers across generations. First published in 1987, this novel not only
cemented Pilcher’s reputation as a storyteller of family sagas and emotional depth but also captured the
essence of post-war England through the eyes of its protagonist. As a bestseller and a staple in the genre of
domestic fiction, The Shell Seekers offers a rich exploration of memory, identity, and the complexities of familial
relationships.

Exploring the Narrative Depth of The Shell Seekers Rosamunde
Pilcher

At its core, The Shell Seekers delves into the life of Penelope Keeling, an artist in her sixties, who reflects on
her past as she confronts the challenges of aging and the shifting dynamics within her family. Rosamunde
Pilcher’s storytelling is marked by a delicate balance between introspection and vivid description, painting a
panoramic view of English life from the 1930s through the 1980s. The novel’s structure, which alternates
between Penelope’s present and her recollections of youth, serves not only as a literary technique but also as
a means to examine how the past shapes the present.

One of the standout features of Pilcher’s writing is her ability to create characters that are both relatable
and intricately layered. Penelope’s interactions with her children—each embodying distinct values and
conflicts—underscore themes of love, loss, and the search for meaning. Through these relationships, the novel
interrogates societal changes and personal aspirations, making it a reflective piece on family dynamics and
individual growth.

Thematic Elements and Symbolism

The title itself, The Shell Seekers, is metaphorically rich. The “shells” represent memories, treasures, and the
fragments of life that Penelope gathers and cherishes. This symbolism permeates the narrative, emphasizing the
importance of heritage and the intangible legacies passed down through generations. Pilcher’s use of natural
imagery—seashells, landscapes, and coastal settings—enhances the emotional resonance of the story,
grounding the characters’ experiences in a tangible sense of place.

The novel also tackles themes such as the impact of war, economic hardship, and social class, all threaded
subtly through the personal histories of the characters. Pilcher does not overtly politicize these issues;
instead, she presents them as backdrops that influence the characters’ choices and relationships, making the
story both intimate and historically informed.

Rosamunde Pilcher’s Writing Style and Its Impact

Pilcher’s prose is characterized by its clarity, warmth, and attention to detail. Her descriptive passages bring
settings to life, from the bustling streets of London to the serene Cornish coast. This vividness contributes to
the immersive quality of The Shell Seekers, allowing readers to experience the sensory and emotional



landscapes of the characters.

Critically, Pilcher’s narrative pace is measured, favoring gradual revelation over rapid plot twists. This
approach appeals particularly to readers who appreciate character-driven stories and nuanced emotional
development. However, some critics argue that the novel’s leisurely pace and sentimentality may not suit those
seeking high-stakes drama or experimental storytelling.

When compared to other family sagas of its time, such as those by Elizabeth Jane Howard or Maeve Binchy, The
Shell Seekers holds a distinctive place due to its focus on artistic expression and memory. Pilcher’s background
as a writer with a keen interest in character psychology enriches the novel’s texture, making it a favored
choice for book clubs and literary discussions.

Adaptations and Cultural Influence

The popularity of The Shell Seekers has led to several adaptations, most notably the 2006 television film
starring Vanessa Redgrave. This adaptation brought the story to a wider audience, highlighting the novel’s
enduring appeal beyond the printed page. The film’s faithful portrayal of the characters and setting underscores
the strength of Pilcher’s original narrative.

Moreover, The Shell Seekers has influenced the genre of contemporary women’s fiction, inspiring writers to
explore themes of family, memory, and personal history with similar sensitivity. Its success also contributed to
a resurgence of interest in British domestic novels during the late 20th century.

Why The Shell Seekers Remains Relevant Today

In the contemporary literary landscape, where fast-paced thrillers and speculative fiction often dominate
bestseller lists, The Shell Seekers offers a compelling alternative. Its focus on the subtleties of human
relationships and the passage of time resonates with readers seeking emotional authenticity and reflective
storytelling.

The novel’s exploration of aging, legacy, and reconciliation continues to be pertinent, especially as global
demographics shift toward older populations. Penelope’s journey invites readers to consider their own
connections to family history and the ways in which personal narratives are constructed.

Furthermore, the setting—rooted deeply in Cornwall and the English countryside—provides a sense of escapism
and nostalgia that appeals to international audiences interested in British culture and heritage.

Pros and Cons of The Shell Seekers Rosamunde Pilcher

Pros: Rich character development, evocative descriptions, timeless themes, emotional depth, and cultural
authenticity.

Cons: Slower narrative pace, predictable plot elements for some readers, and a style that may feel
dated compared to modern literary trends.

Readers who prioritize emotional resonance and detailed character studies often find The Shell Seekers deeply
satisfying. Conversely, those preferring fast-moving plots or unconventional narrative structures might find
it less engaging.



Final Thoughts on The Shell Seekers Rosamunde Pilcher

The Shell Seekers by Rosamunde Pilcher stands as a testament to the enduring power of family sagas and the
nuanced portrayal of life’s complexities. Its blend of personal history with broader social changes creates a
narrative that is both intimate and expansive. While the novel may not cater to every literary taste, its place
in the canon of British fiction remains secure, continuing to inspire readers and writers alike with its heartfelt
storytelling and rich thematic layers.

The Shell Seekers Rosamunde Pilcher
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  the shell seekers rosamunde pilcher: The Shell Seekers Rosamunde Pilcher, 2013-03-23
Rosamunde Pilcher's The Shell Seekers is a huge warm saga...A deeply satisfying story written with
love and confidence (Maeve Binchy in The New York Times Book Review). The Shell Seekers was
adapted twice to film (1989 and 2006). An instant bestseller when it was first published, The Shell
Seekers is an enduring classic which has touched the hearts of millions of readers worldwide. A
novel of connection, it is the story of one family—mothers and daughters, husbands and lovers—and
of the passions and heartbreak that have held them together for three generations. This magical
novel—the kind of reading experience that comes along only once in a long while—is the perfect
read, whether you are returning to it again, or opening the cover for the first time. At the end of a
long and useful life, Penelope Keeling's prized possession is The Shell Seekers, painted by her
father, and symbolizing her unconventional life, from bohemian childhood to wartime romance.
When her grown children learn their grandfather's work is now worth a fortune, each has an idea as
to what Penelope should do. But as she recalls the passions, tragedies, and secrets of her life, she
knows there is only one answer...and it lies in her heart.
  the shell seekers rosamunde pilcher: The Shell Seekers Rosamunde Pilcher, 2009-09-17
'Took me to the sun-kissed beaches and wildness of Cornwall. A beautiful story of love lost,
interwoven with family dramas and lasting friendships. I have lived the book with each page turned
and was sorry to say goodbye to all of the characters at the end' Reader review ⭐⭐⭐⭐⭐ Rosamunde
Pilcher's phenomenal and heart-warming bestseller exploring the nuances of family drama Artist's
daughter Penelope Keeling can look back on a full and varied life: a Bohemian childhood in London
and Cornwall, an unhappy wartime marriage, and the one man she truly loved. She has brought up
three children - and learned to accept them as they are. Yet she is far too energetic and independent
to settle sweetly into pensioned-off old-age. And when she discovers that her most treasured
possession, her father's painting, The Shell Seekers, is now worth a small fortune, it is Penelope who
must make the decisions that will determine whether her family can continue to survive as a family,
or be split apart. READERS ADORE THE SHELL SEEKERS: 'A beautifully crafted story of the
intricacies of family lives stretched over time. The characters and settings are so well described it's
as if the details were plucked from my imagination' Reader review ⭐⭐⭐⭐⭐ 'One of my favourite
novels. It is a book I turn to again and again, whenever I am dejected or in need of comfort, and in
doing so, restore some of my equilibrium' Reader review ⭐⭐⭐⭐⭐ 'Excellent book . . . Rosamunde
Pilcher never fails' Reader review ⭐⭐⭐⭐⭐ 'I have read this book so many times and each time I read it
I'm transported into the story as if it was the first time I had read it' Reader review ⭐⭐⭐⭐⭐ 'The book
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grabs your attention on page one and keeps it until the last page. Not only is this an enjoyable read,
it's also a compelling read. I really struggled to put this book down' Reader review ⭐⭐⭐⭐⭐ PRAISE
FOR ROSAMUNDE PILCHER: 'A beautiful, haunting story . . . that will tug at your heart strings'
Prima 'A huge warm saga . . . A deeply satisfying story written with love and confidence' Maeve
Binchy in The New York Times Book Review 'A long, beguiling saga, typically English . . . Splendid'
Mail on Sunday
  the shell seekers rosamunde pilcher: The Shell Seekers, by Rosamunde Pilcher (2 Cassettes).
Rosamunde Pilcher,
  the shell seekers rosamunde pilcher: The Shell Seekers, by Rosamunde Pilcher (15
Cassettes). Rosamunde Pilcher, Barbara* Rosenblat,
  the shell seekers rosamunde pilcher: The Shell Seekers Terence Brady, Rosamunde Pilcher,
Charlotte Bingham, 2015-01-29 This is the story of Penelope Keeling and her family and the passion
and heartbreak that have held them together for three generations. The location of the play moves
between time and place beginning with Penelope's return to her Cotswold home from hospital in the
present day. The story continues through the advent of three children and Penelope's desertion by
her husband, with the pull of Cornwall ever present.
  the shell seekers rosamunde pilcher: Rosamunde Pilcher's Cornwall Gill Knappett,
2030-01-01 From the elegance of the grand salons of Prideaux Place, Padstow's most stately of
homes, to the wild and remote Cornish coastline, Rosamunde Pilcher captured in her novels
Cornwall's unique, diverse beauty and compelling charm. WINNER of the Gorsedh Kernow's Holyer
an Gof Awards 2023. Rosamunde Pilcher grew up near St Ives, publishing her first novel at the age
of 25. Cornwall remained her long-standing inspiration with most of her novels set in this
wonderfully diverse landscape. Her most famous novel, 'The Shell Seekers', catapulted Rosamunde
to international fame and created a dedicated fan-base. This new Pitkin guidebook takes the reader
on a tour of the key areas and places that inspired Pilcher's creative writing. Clamber down the
steep Bedruthan Steps and enjoy the traditional Cornish welcome in the beautiful harbour town of St
Ives. St Michael's Mount, one of the most famous sights in Cornwall, sits majestically off shore while
the sound of the waves battering the coastline is a key element in enjoying a visit to Land's End.
These sites and many more informed Rosamunde Pilcher's writing, making her novels and short
stories some of the most popular and cherished around the world, several of which have been
adapted for television.
  the shell seekers rosamunde pilcher: 1998 , קהלת אמעריקא
  the shell seekers rosamunde pilcher: The Birdcage Marcia Willett, 2025-06-25 It was Felix
Hamilton who named it the Birdcage--the tall house in Bristol where Miss Pidgeon lives with her
tenants, the beautiful and talented actress Angel Blake and Angel's daughter, Lizzie. Lizzie longed
for a father, but Felix knew that ultimately he would have to remain with his own son, Piers, at the
gracious, mellow Michaelgarth, the family home on the edge of Exmoor. Many years later, Lizzie
comes at last to Michaelgarth and meets Piers for the first time. There she finds a family in
trouble--and miraculously, they need her to help them heal. Written with shining honesty and
compassion, The Birdcage has every bit of the wonder that Marcia Willett's fans have come to
expect.
  the shell seekers rosamunde pilcher: Encyclopedia of American Popular Fiction Geoff
Hamilton, Brian Jones, 2015-04-22 Provides information on American authors and their works who
have been ignored by most literary guides.
  the shell seekers rosamunde pilcher: Börsenblatt für den deutschen Buchhandel , 1996
  the shell seekers rosamunde pilcher: Motivation and Self-Regulation Across the Life
Span Jutta Heckhausen, Carol S. Dweck, 1998-10-28 A group of internationally renowned scholars
discuss their research on motivation.
  the shell seekers rosamunde pilcher: A Cup of Comfort for Women in Love Colleen Sell,
2005-08-01 A moving addition to The Cup of Comfort series that celebrates women in love. The
bestselling Cup of Comfort series takes the special warmth and inspiration fans have come to expect



from the series and couples it with the power of love and romance. It's a power that holds special
appeal for women. Devoted fans and new readers alike will delight in this unforgettable collection,
savouring such stories as: a woman who hesitated to consult personal ads finds her perfect match in
a service that connects people who like the same books; a marriage proposal made in the rain shows
a joyful woman that there's always a silver lining; and the first dance at their wedding is the only
time one couple is able to have fun in the midst of the pressure and hoopla—and they realise that is
enough.
  the shell seekers rosamunde pilcher: The Time of Their Lives Al Silverman, 2016-01-19 A
lively portrait of mid-twentieth-century American book publishing—“A wonderful book, filled with
anecdotal treasures” (The New York Times). According to Al Silverman, former publisher of Viking
Press and president of the Book-of-the-Month Club, the golden age of book publishing began after
World War II and lasted into the early 1980s. In this entertaining and affectionate industry
biography, Silverman captures the passionate spirit of legendary houses such as Knopf; Farrar,
Straus and Giroux; Grove Press; and Harper & Row, and profiles larger-than-life executives and
editors, including Alfred and Blanche Knopf, Bennett Cerf, Roger Straus, Seymour Lawrence, and
Cass Canfield. More than one hundred and twenty publishing insiders share their behind-the-scenes
stories about how some of the most famous books in American literary history—from The Rise and
Fall of the Third Reich to The Silence of the Lambs—came into being and why they’re still being read
today. A joyful tribute to the hard work and boundless energy of professionals who dedicate their
careers to getting great books in front of enthusiastic readers, The Time of Their Lives will delight
bibliophiles and anyone interested in this important and ever-evolving industry.
  the shell seekers rosamunde pilcher: Off Kilter Linda C. Wisniewski, 2008-04-01 Growing up
in the 1950s was not Ozzie & Harriet and Father Knows Best for Linda C. Wisniewski. Unlike the
characters on her favorite TV shows, Linda learned to be quiet, atone for the sins of others, and just
plain suffer as a way of life. Only when she came to terms with her Polish Catholic heritage, her
physical deformity, and her widowed mother did she find inner peace and the keys to her own
happiness. Readers of Angela's Ashes and The Joy Luck Club will enjoy this mother-daughter saga
from sorrow to love. Author Susan Wittig Albert calls Off Kilter a splendid first memoir about the
difficult business of finding balance in our lives. Funny, honest, deeply moving, Off Kilter reminds us
just how hard it is to adjust to the physical pain, the emotional loss, and even the surprising beauty
of being fully who we are.
  the shell seekers rosamunde pilcher: Bloomsbury Good Reading Guide Nick Rennison,
2009-01-01 Deciding what to read next when you've just finished an unputdownable novel can be a
daunting task. The Bloomsbury Good Reading Guide features hundreds of authors and thousands of
titles, with navigation features to lead you on a rich journey through some the best literature to
grace our shelves. This greatly expanded edition includes the latest contemporary authors and
landmark novels, an expanded non-fiction section, a timeline setting historical events against literary
milestones, prize-winner and book club lists. An accessible and easy-to-read guide that no serious
book lover should be without. The essential guide to the wild uncharted world of contemporary and
20th century writing. Robert McCrum, The Observer
  the shell seekers rosamunde pilcher: A Reader's Book of Days: True Tales from the Lives and
Works of Writers for Every Day of the Year Tom Nissley, 2013-11-04 A witty and addictively readable
day-by-day literary companion. At once a love letter to literature and a charming guide to the books
most worth reading, A Reader's Book of Days features bite-size accounts of events in the lives of
great authors for every day of the year. Here is Marcel Proust starting In Search of Lost Time and
Virginia Woolf scribbling in the margin of her own writing, Is it nonsense, or is it brilliance? Fictional
events that take place within beloved books are also included: the birth of Harry Potter’s enemy
Draco Malfoy, the blood-soaked prom in Stephen King’s Carrie. A Reader's Book of Days is filled
with memorable and surprising tales from the lives and works of Martin Amis, Jane Austen, James
Baldwin, Roberto Bolano, the Brontë sisters, Junot Díaz, Philip K. Dick, Charles Dickens, Joan Didion,
F. Scott Fitzgerald, John Keats, Hilary Mantel, Haruki Murakami, Flannery O’Connor, Orhan Pamuk,



George Plimpton, Marilynne Robinson, W. G. Sebald, Dr. Seuss, Zadie Smith, Susan Sontag, Hunter
S. Thompson, Leo Tolstoy, David Foster Wallace, and many more. The book also notes the days on
which famous authors were born and died; it includes lists of recommended reading for every month
of the year as well as snippets from book reviews as they appeared across literary history; and
throughout there are wry illustrations by acclaimed artist Joanna Neborsky. Brimming with nearly
2,000 stories, A Reader's Book of Days will have readers of every stripe reaching for their favorite
books and discovering new ones.
  the shell seekers rosamunde pilcher: Buzz Kill Kate Thornton, 2021-05-21 With a bossy
mother, a deteriorating Los Angeles apartment, and a love life going nowhere, magazine writer Toni
Carey's childhood memories of caring for her uncle's beehives lead her to the bucolic citrus town of
Loma Vista. But a bludgeoning, a murder, and a hot Sheriff's detective have more than the bees
buzzing. Buzz Kill is the bee’s knees! When Toni “Cookie” Carey’s beloved Uncle Horace is found
unconscious in his home, she joins forces with a handsome detective to get to the bottom of things.
Uncle Horace, an avid bee hobbyist, has left clues in the hives, but can the insects help Toni solve
the case? Buzz Kill is buzzing with fun, mystery and romance. — Sue Ann Jaffarian, author of the
popular Odelia Grey mysteries and Ghost of Granny Apples mysteries. With its quirky heroine,
appealing setting, and intriguing bee-centric plot, Buzz Kill is a honey of a mystery read. — Ellen
Byron, ​Agatha Award - winning author of the best-selling Cajun Country Mysteries and the author of
The Catering Hall Mysteries under the pen name Maria DiRico.
  the shell seekers rosamunde pilcher: Masterclass: Writing Romantic Fiction Barbara Samuel,
2014-11-28 LEARN HOW TO WRITE ROMANTIC FICTION WHICH TAKES THE BREATH AWAY. Do
you want to capture the share of the fastest growing market in fiction? Do you have a compelling
vision for a passionate love story? Masterclass: Write Romantic Fiction is designed for anyone who
wants to write in this genre of popular fiction, whatever their focus. It is the only book available to
cover the new and increasingly diverse sub-genres in romance to give insight into how to write really
good eroticism, and to show aspiring writers how to gain recognition for their work. Whether
contemplating self-publishing or going the traditional route, this is a smart and completely
contemporary guide to writing sellable, credible and memorable romance. ABOUT THE SERIES The
Teach Yourself Creative Writing series helps aspiring authors tell their story. Covering a range of
genres from science fiction and romantic novels, to illustrated children's books and comedy, this
series is packed with advice, exercises and tips for unlocking creativity and improving your writing.
And because we know how daunting the blank page can be, we set up the Just Write online
community at tyjustwrite, for budding authors and successful writers to connect and share.
  the shell seekers rosamunde pilcher: Marking Time Elizabeth Jane Howard, 1995-07 From
Simon & Schuster, Elizabeth Jane Howard's Marking Time is the next chapter in the Cazalet
Chronicles perfect for any lovers of historical fiction and one that will not disappoint. The wonderful
sequel to The Light Years returns readers to Britain in September, 1939, as war breaks out.
Sheltered Louise, now 16, goes from cooking school to London parties.
  the shell seekers rosamunde pilcher: The Blood on Satan's Claw David Evans-Powell,
2021-02-28 Widely regarded as one of the foundational 'Unholy Trinity' of folk horror film, The Blood
on Satan's Claw (1971) has been comparatively over-shadowed, if not maligned, when compared to
Witchfinder General (1968) and The Wicker Man (1973). While those horror bedfellows are now
accepted as classics of British cinema, Piers Haggard's film remains undervalued, ironically so, given
that it was Haggard who coined the term 'folk horror' in relation to his film. In this Devil's Advocate,
David Evans-Powell explores the place of the film in the wider context of the folk horror sub-genre;
its use of a seventeenth-century setting (which it shares with contemporaries such as Witchfinder
General and Cry of the Banshee) in contrast to the generic nineteenth-century locales of Hammer;
the influences of contemporary counter-culture and youth movement on the film; the importance of
localism and landscape; and the film as an expression of a wider contemporary crisis in English
identity (which can also be perceived in Witchfinder General, and in contemporary TV serials such as
Penda's Fen).
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