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Dostoevsky Notes From the Underground: A Deep Dive into a Literary Masterpiece

dostoevsky notes from the underground is not just a novel; it’s a profound exploration of human
psychology, existential angst, and the contradictions of free will. Written by the Russian author
Fyodor Dostoevsky in 1864, this novella broke away from traditional storytelling and delved into the
complexities of a fragmented mind. It remains one of the most influential works in literature, often
regarded as a precursor to existentialist thought. If you're curious about what makes this work so
compelling, this article will guide you through its themes, narrative style, and enduring impact.

Understanding Dostoevsky Notes From the
Underground

At its core, Notes from the Underground is a first-person narrative that exposes the thoughts of an
unnamed narrator, commonly referred to as the Underground Man. He is a retired civil servant
living in St. Petersburg who writes a confessional diary revealing his bitter worldview and inner
turmoil. Unlike conventional heroes, the Underground Man is deeply flawed, self-contradictory, and
cynical—a man wrestling with his own sense of meaninglessness.

This novella is structured in two parts: the first is a philosophical monologue where the narrator
critiques rationalism and utopianism, and the second is a narrative account of his interactions with
others, showcasing his social alienation and self-destructive tendencies.

The Historical and Literary Context

To truly appreciate Dostoevsky’s work, it’s important to place it within the 19th-century Russian
intellectual climate. At the time, Russia was grappling with rapid modernization and ideological
shifts, including the rise of nihilism and utopian socialism. Dostoevsky’s Notes from the
Underground challenged these emerging philosophies by illustrating the irrational and contradictory
nature of human beings.

This novella diverged from the idealistic literature of its time, instead opting for a raw and honest
portrayal of internal conflict. It laid the groundwork for later existentialist writers like Jean-Paul
Sartre and Albert Camus, who explored similar themes of alienation and free will.

Key Themes in Dostoevsky Notes From the
Underground

Dostoevsky’s work is rich with philosophical and psychological themes that continue to resonate
with readers today. Here are some of the major ideas that shape the narrative:



The Struggle Between Reason and Emotion

The Underground Man fiercely critiques the Enlightenment ideal that human behavior can be
explained purely through reason. He argues that people often act against their own best interests
simply to assert their freedom, even if it leads to suffering. This rebellion against rationality
underscores a fundamental truth about human nature: we are not always logical or predictable.

Alienation and Loneliness

One of the most poignant aspects of Notes from the Underground is the depiction of social isolation.
The narrator is painfully aware of his exclusion from society, which fuels his bitterness and self-
loathing. His interactions with others are fraught with misunderstanding and cruelty, highlighting
the challenges of genuine human connection.

Free Will and Self-Destruction

The novella explores the paradox of free will—the idea that humans desire freedom so intensely that
they sometimes choose actions that harm themselves or others. The Underground Man'’s self-
destructive behavior is a testament to this dilemma, as he deliberately sabotages opportunities for
happiness to maintain his autonomy.

Narrative Style and Literary Techniques

Dostoevsky’s writing style in Notes from the Underground is distinctive and innovative. The
narrator’s voice is fragmented, unreliable, and often contradictory, which immerses readers in his
psychological state.

Stream of Consciousness and Unreliable Narrator

The novella employs an early form of stream of consciousness, allowing readers direct access to the
Underground Man'’s chaotic thoughts. This technique creates an intimate but unsettling reading
experience, as we are forced to navigate his irrational logic and emotional volatility.

Philosophical Monologues

The first part of the book reads almost like a philosophical essay, where the narrator expounds on
his critiques of society, reason, and progress. These monologues are vital for understanding the
intellectual backdrop of the story and the narrator’s worldview.



Symbolism and Imagery

Throughout the novella, Dostoevsky uses symbolic elements to deepen the themes. The
“underground” itself represents withdrawal from society, a dark and isolated place reflecting the
narrator’s mental state. Additionally, moments of self-reflection often involve imagery of sickness or
decay, symbolizing moral and spiritual corruption.

Why Dostoevsky Notes From the Underground Still
Matters

Despite being written over 150 years ago, Notes from the Underground remains relevant because it
addresses universal human experiences. Its exploration of alienation, freedom, and the irrational
side of human nature resonates across cultures and eras.

Influence on Existentialism and Modern Thought

Dostoevsky’s insights into the contradictions of free will and human psychology inspired existential
philosophers who came decades later. Concepts like absurdity, despair, and the search for meaning
are echoed in the works of Sartre, Camus, and Kierkegaard. For anyone interested in philosophy,
literature, or psychology, understanding this novella is essential.

A Mirror to Our Own Inner Conflicts

The Underground Man's struggles with self-worth, isolation, and defiance are familiar to many
readers on a personal level. His voice challenges us to confront uncomfortable truths about our
desires, motivations, and the complexity of human freedom.

Tips for Reading Notes from the Underground

Because of its dense philosophical content and unconventional style, some readers might find Notes
from the Underground challenging. Here are a few tips to enhance your reading experience:

e Take your time: The narrative can be intense, so reading slowly and reflecting on each
section helps absorb the ideas.

e Consider historical context: Learning about 19th-century Russian society and philosophy
provides valuable insight into the text’s themes.

e Engage with secondary sources: Commentaries and analyses can clarify difficult passages
and deepen understanding.



e Discuss with others: Sharing interpretations with fellow readers can uncover new
perspectives and make the experience more enriching.

Exploring Adaptations and Cultural Impact

Dostoevsky’s Notes from the Underground has transcended its original form, inspiring numerous
adaptations in theater, film, and literature. Its influence can be seen in modern storytelling that
explores antiheroes and psychological complexity.

Stage and Film Interpretations

The intense psychological portrait of the Underground Man lends itself well to theatrical
performances, where actors can embody his emotional depth and contradictions. Several film
adaptations have also attempted to capture the novella’s existential themes, each bringing a fresh
perspective to Dostoevsky’s work.

Influence on Contemporary Writers

Many modern authors cite Notes from the Underground as a major influence, particularly those
exploring themes of alienation and mental turmoil. Its legacy continues to shape how literature
grapples with the darker aspects of the human psyche.

Reading Dostoevsky notes from the underground is like stepping into the mind of someone wrestling
with profound questions about existence, freedom, and identity. It’s a challenging yet rewarding
journey that invites readers to reflect on their own contradictions and the complexities of being
human. Whether you're a student of literature, philosophy, or simply a curious reader, this novella
offers timeless insights that continue to captivate minds around the world.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of Dostoevsky's ‘Notes from the
Underground'?

'‘Notes from the Underground' explores themes of existentialism, free will, and the conflict between
rationalism and irrationality, focusing on the alienation and inner turmoil of the unnamed narrator.

Who is the narrator in 'Notes from the Underground'?

The narrator is an unnamed, bitter, isolated man often referred to as the Underground Man, who
presents his cynical views on society and human nature.



Why is 'Notes from the Underground' considered a precursor
to existentialist literature?

The novel delves into the psychological complexity of the individual, emphasizing themes like free
will, self-awareness, and the absurdity of existence, which influenced later existentialist thinkers.

What role does rationality play in 'Notes from the
Underground'?

The novel critiques the overreliance on rationality and utopian ideals, illustrating how human
behavior often defies logic and reason due to emotion, spite, and irrational impulses.

How does Dostoevsky portray society in 'Notes from the
Underground'?

Society is depicted as oppressive and superficial, contributing to the narrator's feelings of alienation
and bitterness, highlighting the individual's struggle against societal norms.

What is the significance of the 'underground' metaphor in the
novel?

The 'underground' symbolizes the narrator's withdrawal from society and his descent into a private
world of resentment and introspection, representing the darker side of human consciousness.

How does 'Notes from the Underground' challenge
Enlightenment ideals?

The novel challenges the Enlightenment's faith in reason and progress by exposing the
contradictions and irrational aspects of human nature that resist logical explanation and social
engineering.

What impact did 'Notes from the Underground' have on
Russian literature?

'Notes from the Underground' marked a turning point in Russian literature by introducing
psychological depth and existential themes, influencing later writers like Tolstoy and shaping
modern literary thought.

Additional Resources

**Dostoevsky Notes from the Underground: An Analytical Exploration of Existential Angst and
Human Psychology**

dostoevsky notes from the underground occupies a pivotal place in the landscape of modern
literature, representing one of the earliest and most profound explorations of existentialism and



psychological introspection. Written by Fyodor Dostoevsky in 1864, this novella delves into the
conflicts of self-awareness, free will, and the contradictions inherent in human nature. Unlike
conventional narratives of its time, the work abandons linear storytelling and instead adopts a
confessional, fragmented style that invites readers into the troubled mind of an unnamed narrator
known as the Underground Man.

This article seeks to provide an in-depth analysis of *Dostoevsky Notes from the Underground*,
unpacking its thematic richness, narrative innovations, and enduring relevance. By examining the
psychological depth and philosophical underpinnings of the text, this review also touches upon how
this seminal work influenced existential literature and continues to captivate scholars and readers
alike.

Unpacking the Narrative Structure and Style

One of the defining features of *Dostoevsky Notes from the Underground* is its unique narrative
structure, which is divided into two distinct parts: "Underground" and "Apropos of the Wet Snow."
This bifurcated approach serves as a vehicle for exploring the fragmented psyche of the narrator and
the conflicting impulses that govern his behavior.

The first part is essentially a monologue, where the Underground Man presents his worldview with
bitter cynicism and philosophical skepticism. The tone is abrasive, self-contradictory, and deeply
introspective. This style contrasts sharply with typical 19th-century Russian literature that often
favored grand narratives and moral clarity.

In the second part, the narrative becomes more episodic and anecdotal, recounting specific incidents
from the Underground Man'’s life that reveal his social alienation and internal conflicts. This shift
broadens the scope of the novella, transforming abstract philosophical musings into tangible human
experiences.

The Underground Man as an Archetype of Existential
Alienation

At the heart of *Dostoevsky Notes from the Underground* is the character of the Underground Man,
whose psychological complexity has made him a subject of extensive literary and philosophical
analysis. He embodies a profound sense of isolation and self-loathing, grappling with the paradox of
desiring both freedom and connection while simultaneously sabotaging his own happiness.

The Underground Man'’s hyper-consciousness leads to a paralysis of action, where overthinking
becomes a source of torment rather than empowerment. This concept anticipated many ideas later
developed in existentialist thought, particularly the themes of angst, absurdity, and the search for
meaning in a seemingly indifferent world.

His contradictory nature—oscillating between spitefulness and vulnerability—makes him a
compelling study of human irrationality and the struggle to reconcile reason with emotion. This
internal conflict also reflects Dostoevsky’s critique of emerging rationalist and utopian ideologies in
19th-century Russia.



The Philosophical Underpinnings and Themes

*Dostoevsky Notes from the Underground* is often regarded as a philosophical novella due to its
deep engagement with themes such as free will, determinism, and the nature of suffering. Unlike the
positivist thinkers of his era who believed in progress through rationality and science, Dostoevsky
presents a more pessimistic view of human nature.

e Free Will vs. Rational Egoism: The Underground Man rejects the notion that humans are
purely rational beings motivated by self-interest. He argues that people sometimes act against
their best interests simply to assert their freedom, even if it results in irrational or self-
destructive behavior.

e Consciousness and Suffering: Heightened self-awareness is portrayed as a double-edged
sword—it allows for greater understanding but also exacerbates suffering and alienation.

e The Critique of Utopianism: The novella challenges the utopian ideals popular in the 19th
century by exposing the complexity and unpredictability of human psychology, suggesting that
attempts to engineer perfect societies are doomed to fail.

Comparisons with Contemporary and Later Works

When positioned alongside other seminal works of existential literature, *Dostoevsky Notes from the
Underground* stands out for its raw introspection and narrative innovation. For instance, while
Nietzsche’s philosophy later articulated similar themes of individualism and the will to power,
Dostoevsky’s portrayal is more grounded in the psychological turmoil of a single individual rather
than abstract ideals.

Similarly, the novella prefigures later existentialist novels such as Jean-Paul Sartre’s *Nausea* and
Albert Camus’s *The Stranger* by focusing on alienation and the absurdity of existence. However,
Dostoevsky’s approach remains distinct in its emphasis on moral and spiritual dimensions, offering a
more nuanced and ambivalent perspective on human freedom and despair.

Influence on Literature and Psychology

Beyond its literary significance, *Dostoevsky Notes from the Underground* has had a profound
impact on the fields of psychology and philosophy. The character of the Underground Man has been
cited as an early archetype of the "anti-hero" and the "neurotic intellectual," influencing
psychoanalytic theory and existential psychotherapy.

The novella’s exploration of internal conflict, self-sabotage, and social alienation resonates with
modern psychological concepts, particularly those related to cognitive dissonance and identity
crises. It also challenges readers to confront uncomfortable truths about human nature, including
the irrational impulses that often govern behavior.



Understanding the Enduring Appeal of Notes from the
Underground

The continuing relevance of *Dostoevsky Notes from the Underground* can be attributed to its
fearless examination of the darker aspects of the human condition. In an age increasingly dominated
by rationalism and technological progress, the novella’s insights into alienation, freedom, and
existential despair remain strikingly pertinent.

Its dense psychological portraits and philosophical depth invite readers to engage in self-reflection,
making it a timeless text for those interested in the intersections between literature, philosophy, and
psychology. Furthermore, its influence on narrative form and character development has inspired
countless writers and thinkers across generations.

Whether approached as a philosophical treatise, a psychological case study, or a literary experiment,
*Dostoevsky Notes from the Underground* offers a compelling window into the complexities of the

human psyche and the enduring quest for meaning amid suffering.

In essence, this novella is not merely a product of its time but a foundational work that continues to
shape our understanding of existential inquiry and the labyrinthine nature of human consciousness.
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dostoevsky notes from the underground: Notes From Underground Fyodor Dostoevsky,
2010-04-13 FROM THE AWARD-WINNING TRANSLATORS RICHARD PEVEAR AND LARISSA
VOLOKHONSKY Dostoevsky's genius is on display in this powerful existential novel. The apology and
confession of a minor mid-19th-century Russian official, Notes from Underground, is a
half-desperate, half-mocking political critique and a powerful, at times absurdly comical, account of
man's breakaway from society and descent 'underground'.

dostoevsky notes from the underground: Notes from Underground Fyodor Dostoevsky,
2009-07-07 One of the most profound and most unsettling works of modern literature, Notes from
Underground (first published in 1864) remains a cultural and literary watershed. In these pages
Dostoevsky unflinchingly examines the dark, mysterious depths of the human heart. The
Underground Man so chillingly depicted here has become an archetypal figure -- loathsome and
prophetic -- in contemporary culture. This vivid new rendering by Boris Jakim is more faithful to
Dostoevsky’s original Russian than any previous translation; it maintains the coarse, vivid language
underscoring the visceral experimentalism that made both the book and its protagonist
groundbreaking and iconic.

dostoevsky notes from the underground: Notes from the Underground Fyodor Dostoevsky,
2014-08-27 Notes from the Underground is recounted from the perspective of an unnamed narrator
who describes himself as sick, spiteful, and unattractive. His thoughts and his moods veer
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unpredictably as he reflects on the folly of idealism and the reality of human squalor and
degradation. The psychological power of the book is deeply rooted in the conflicts and contradictions
that afflict the narrator—many of which seem to have afflicted Dostoevsky himself. Once attracted to
idealistic and utopian notions, he subsequently found himself repelled by them. A passionate
advocate of freedom, he had little confidence that humans could use freedom for good. The narrator
of Notes from the Underground is not a unified self, but a self-contradictory character, like his
author. His bewildering complexity and relentless self-analysis make him one of the most memorable
and thought-provoking protagonists of modern literature. This new translation of Notes from the
Underground renders Dostoevsky’s famous work in readable and idiomatic contemporary English.
As well as the full text of the work itself and an informative introduction, this edition provides
background materials that offer personal and intellectual context for the work. These materials (also
newly translated) include writings from some of the thinkers against whom Dostoevsky positioned
himself; excerpts from Dostoevsky’s personal letters and his earlier published works; and a
substantial selection of relevant illustrations and photographs.

dostoevsky notes from the underground: Notes from the Underground Fyodor
Dostoyevsky, 2006 Dostoevsky's underground man is a psychologically tourtured poor clerk, who
muses on his 'sickness' and the detested notions of self-interest. Scornful of himself and of others, he
recalls finding love at a brothel - but it is a love by his very nature he cannot accept, and so debases
instead.

dostoevsky notes from the underground: Notes from the Underground Fyodor Dostoyevsky,
2020-04-03 Notes from Underground, also translated as Notes from the Underground or Letters
from the Underworld, is an 1864 novella by Fyodor Dostoevsky. Notes is considered by many to be
one of the first existentialist novels.

dostoevsky notes from the underground: Notes from the Underground Annotated Fyodor
Dostoevsky, 2020-12-22 Notes from the Underground is an 1864 novella by Fyodor Dostoyevsky. It is
considered by many to be the first existentialist novel. It presents itself as an excerpt from the
rambling memoirs of a bitter, isolated, unnamed narrator who is a retired civil servant living in St.
Petersburg. The first part of the story is told in monologue form, or the underground man's diary,
and attacks emerging Western philosophy. The second part of the book is called Apropos of the Wet
Snow, and describes certain events that, it seems, are destroying and sometimes renewing the
underground man, who acts as a first person, unreliable narrator.

dostoevsky notes from the underground: Notes from Underground Fyodor Dostoyevsky,
1989-01 I am a sick man . . . [ am a spiteful man, the irascible voice of a nameless narrator cries out.
And so, from underground, emerge the passionate confessions of a suffering man; the brutal
self-examination of a tormented soul; the bristling scorn and iconoclasm of alienated individual who
has become one of the greatest antiheroes in all literature. Notes From Underground, published in
1864, marks a tuming point in Dostoevsky's writing: it announces the moral political, and social
ideas he will treat on a monumental scale in Crime And Punishment, The Idiot, and The Brothers
Karamazov. And it remains to this day one of the most searingly honest and universal testaments to
human despair ever penned. The political cataclysms and cultural revolutions of our
century...confirm the status of Notes from Underground as one of the most sheerly astonishing and
subversive creations of European fiction.-from the Introduction by Donald Fanger

dostoevsky notes from the underground: Notes from Underground Fyodor Dostoevsky,
2019-02-16 Notes from Underground is a fictional collection of memoirs written by a civil servant
living alone in St. Petersburg. The man is never named and is generally referred to as the
Underground Man. The underground in the book refers to the narrator's isolation, which he
described in chapter 11 as listening through a crack under the floor. It is considered to be one of the
first existentialist novels. With this book, Dostoevsky challenged the ideologies of his time, like
nihilism and utopianism. The Underground Man shows how idealized rationality in utopias is
inherently flawed, because it doesn't account for the irrational side of humanity. This novel has had
a big impact on many different works of literature and philosophy. It has influenced writers like



Franz Kafka and Friedrich Nietzsche. A similar character is also found in Martin Scorsese's Taxi
Driver. Notes from Underground was published in 1864 as the first four issues of Epoch, a Russian
magazine by Fyodor and Mikhail Dostoevsky. Presented here is Constance Garnett's translation from
1918.

dostoevsky notes from the underground: Notes from Underground Fyodor Dostoyevsky,
2019-09-27 Notes from Underground, also translated as Notes from the Underground or Letters
from the Underworld, is an 1864 novella by Fyodor Dostoevsky. Notes is considered by many to be
one of the first existentialist novels.

dostoevsky notes from the underground: Notes from Underground by Fyodor
Dostoevsky Fyodor Dostoevsky, 2025-06-24 Notes from Underground (Modern Edition) By Fyodor
Dostoevsky Translated by Constance Garnett Discover the book that shaped modern literature and
anticipated existentialism - Notes from Underground, Dostoevsky's unforgettable portrait of a mind
at war with itself. Written in 1864, this short but profound novel introduced a revolutionary new
voice: the Underground Man - bitter, isolated, and brutally honest about human weakness. His
chaotic thoughts challenge reason, free will, morality, and the very meaning of existence.
Dostoevsky's Notes from Underground paved the way for generations of modern writers and
thinkers - from Kafka to Camus to Sartre - and remains as provocative and relevant today as when it
first appeared. If you enjoy psychological fiction, existential literature, or books that explore the
darker side of the human condition, this is essential reading. [] This special edition includes: [] Why
Read Notes from Underground? - an introductory essay for today's reader [] Who Was Fyodor
Dostoevsky? - a concise author biography [] A curated Further Reading list to deepen your
exploration of existential and psychological fiction

dostoevsky notes from the underground: Dostoevsky the Thinker James Patrick Scanlan,
2002 For all his distance from philosophy, Dostoevsky was one of the most philosophical of writers.
Drawing on his novels, essays, letters and notebooks, this volume examines Dostoevsky's
philosophical thought.

dostoevsky notes from the underground: Notes from the Underground Fyodor
Dostoyevsky, 2010-01

dostoevsky notes from the underground: Notes From The Underground Annotated
Fyodor Mikhailovich Dostoyevsky, 2021-08-21 Notes from Underground also translated as Notes
from the Underground or Letters from the Underworld) is an 1864 novella by Fyodor Dostoevsky,
and is considered by many to be one of the first existentialist novels.It presents itself as an excerpt
from the rambling memoirs of a bitter, isolated, unnamed narrator (generally referred to by critics
as the Underground Man), who is a retired civil servant living in St. Petersburg. The first part of the
story is told in monologue form through the Underground Man's diary, and attacks emerging
Western philosophy, especially Nikolay Chernyshevsky's What Is to Be Done The second part of the
book is called Apropos of the Wet Snow and describes certain events that appear to be destroying
and sometimes renewing the underground man, who acts as a first person, unreliable narrator and
anti-hero

dostoevsky notes from the underground: NOTES FROM UNDERGROUND - Dostoevsky
Dostoevsky Fyodor, 2024-01-20 Fiddor Dostoiévski Mikhailovitch was born in Moscow in 1821 and
died in St. Petersburg in 1881. He is recognized as one of the greatest writers in Soviet and
international literature. Notes from Underground is Dostoevsky's darkest and strangest work. The
book offers a powerful refutation of Enlightenment and idealism, as well as the promises of socialist
utopianism. It boldly rejects the ideas of development and higher consciousness, preferring to
describe humans as irrational, rebellious, and uncooperative. According to Nietzsche, it's a work
that expresses the voice of blood. Notes from Underground is a challenging and irresistible novel
that deserves recognition as much more than a mere critical prelude to Dostoevsky's later and more
famous works. Rightly so, the work is included in the famous collection 1001 Books You Must Read
Before You Die.

dostoevsky notes from the underground: Dostoevsky Joseph Frank, 2009-10-19 A




magnificent one-volume abridgement of one of the greatest literary biographies of our time Joseph
Frank's award-winning, five-volume Dostoevsky is widely recognized as the best biography of the
writer in any language—and one of the greatest literary biographies of the past half-century. Now
Frank's monumental, 2,500-page work has been skillfully abridged and condensed in this single,
highly readable volume with a new preface by the author. Carefully preserving the original work's
acclaimed narrative style and combination of biography, intellectual history, and literary criticism,
Dostoevsky: A Writer in His Time illuminates the writer's works—from his first novel Poor Folk to
Crime and Punishment and The Brothers Karamazov—by setting them in their personal, historical,
and above all ideological context. More than a biography in the usual sense, this is a cultural history
of nineteenth-century Russia, providing both a rich picture of the world in which Dostoevsky lived
and a major reinterpretation of his life and work.

dostoevsky notes from the underground: Notes from Underground Fyodor Dostoyevsky,
2017-08-07 NOTES FROM UNDERGROUND is an 1864 novella by Fyodor Dostoyevsky. It is
considered by many to be the first existentialist novel. It presents itself as an excerpt from the
rambling memoirs of a bitter, isolated, unnamed narrator (generally referred to by critics as the
Underground Man) who is a retired civil servant living in St. Petersburg. The first part of the story is
told in monologue form, or the underground man's diary, and attacks emerging Western philosophy,
especially Nikolay Chernyshevsky's What Is to Be Done?. The second part of the book is called
Apropos of the Wet Snow, and describes certain events that, it seems, are destroying and sometimes
renewing the underground man, who acts as a first person, unreliable narrator.

dostoevsky notes from the underground: The Absurd in Literature Neil Cornwell, 2006-10-31
This is the first book to offer a comprehensive survey of the phenomenon of the absurd in a full
literary context (that is to say, primarily in fiction, as well as in theatre).

dostoevsky notes from the underground: Notes from Underground Illustrated Fyodor
Dostoevsky, 2021-08-21 Notes from Underground, also translated as Notes from the Underground or
Letters from the Underworld, is an 1864 novella by Fyodor Dostoevsky. Notes is considered by many
to be one of the first existentialist novels

dostoevsky notes from the underground: Notes from the Underground Fyodor Fyodor
Dostoyevsky, 2016-06-23 How is this book unique? Font adjustments & biography included
Unabridged (100% Original content) Formatted for e-reader Illustrated About Notes From The
Underground: By Fyodor Dostoyevsky Notes from Underground, also translated as Notes from the
Underground or Letters from the Underworld, is an 1864 novella by Fyodor Dostoyevsky. Notes is
considered by many to be the first existentialist novel.[citation needed] It presents itself as an
excerpt from the rambling memoirs of a bitter, isolated, unnamed narrator (generally referred to by
critics as the Underground Man) who is a retired civil servant living in St. Petersburg. The first part
of the story is told in monologue form, or the underground man's diary, and attacks emerging
Western philosophy, especially Nikolay Chernyshevsky's What Is to Be Done'. The second part of the
book is called Apropos of the Wet Snow, and describes certain events that, it seems, are destroying
and sometimes renewing the underground man, who acts as a first person, unreliable narrator.

dostoevsky notes from the underground: The Self-Overcoming of Nihilism Keiji Nishitani,
1990-10-02 The first English translation (by Graham Parker, with Setsuko Aihara) of a forty-year-old
Japanese classic--Nishitani's treatment of the problem of nihilism, with particular reference to
Nietzsche's philosophical ideas, and from a perspective influenced by Buddhist thought. Paper
edition (unseen), $14.95. Annotation copyrighted by Book News, Inc., Portland, OR
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