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African American Studies Major: Exploring History, Culture, and Impact

african american studies major offers a unique and enriching educational experience that delves
deeply into the history, culture, politics, and social dynamics of African Americans. This
interdisciplinary field not only highlights the contributions and struggles of African Americans
throughout history but also fosters a critical understanding of race, identity, and social justice in
contemporary society. For students passionate about exploring complex societal issues and making a
difference, pursuing an African American studies major can be both intellectually rewarding and
socially impactful.

What Is an African American Studies Major?

An African American studies major is an academic program that examines the experiences of African
Americans through multiple lenses such as history, literature, sociology, political science, and the
arts. Unlike more traditional majors, it encourages students to think critically about race, systemic
inequality, and cultural expression. This major often involves studying the effects of slavery, the Civil
Rights Movement, African American literature and art, and current issues like racial discrimination and
economic disparities.

One of the defining features of this major is its interdisciplinary approach, combining methods and
theories from various fields to provide a comprehensive understanding of African American life and
culture. This makes it a dynamic area of study, ideal for students interested in social sciences,
humanities, and activism.

Key Areas of Study within the African American Studies
Major

History and Politics

A strong foundation in African American history is essential in this major. Courses typically cover
pivotal periods such as slavery, Reconstruction, Jim Crow laws, the Harlem Renaissance, and the Civil
Rights era. Understanding these historical contexts allows students to analyze how past events shape
present-day social and political realities.

Students also explore African American political movements, leadership, and contributions to
American democracy. This includes studying influential figures such as Martin Luther King Jr., Malcolm
X, and contemporary activists who continue to shape the fight for equality.



Cultural Studies and Literature

African American literature and cultural expression are central to the curriculum. Students read and
analyze works by renowned authors like Toni Morrison, James Baldwin, Langston Hughes, and Zora

Neale Hurston. These literary pieces provide insight into the African American experience, identity,

and resilience.

In addition to literature, students examine music genres such as jazz, blues, hip-hop, and gospel, all
of which have roots deeply embedded in African American culture. The study of visual arts, film, and
theater also plays a role in understanding how African American artists have challenged stereotypes
and created spaces for cultural affirmation.

Sociology and Social Justice

Understanding the social structures that affect African American communities is a significant part of
the major. Courses in sociology, race relations, and social justice explore topics like systemic racism,
mass incarceration, economic inequality, and education disparities.

Students learn to critically assess policies and social systems, gaining the tools to advocate for
change. This focus prepares graduates to work in areas such as community organizing, public policy,
education, and nonprofit sectors dedicated to social justice.

Career Paths with an African American Studies Major

An African American studies major opens doors to a wide array of career opportunities. Because of its
interdisciplinary nature, graduates are equipped with critical thinking, research, and communication
skills that are highly valued across many fields.

Education and Academia

Many graduates pursue teaching or academic research, contributing to scholarship on race and
culture. They may become educators at various levels, from K-12 to university professors, promoting
inclusive curricula and fostering awareness about African American history and issues.

Public Policy and Advocacy

With a solid understanding of social justice and policy, African American studies majors often work in
government agencies, think tanks, or advocacy organizations. Here, they influence policies related to
civil rights, economic development, healthcare disparities, and criminal justice reform.



Media, Arts, and Communications

The major’'s emphasis on culture and representation prepares students for careers in journalism,
publishing, film, and the arts. Graduates can become cultural critics, documentary filmmakers,
writers, or work in marketing and communications with a focus on diversity and inclusion.

Community and Social Services

Graduates frequently find meaningful work in nonprofit organizations, community development, social
work, and counseling. Their knowledge of systemic challenges faced by African American
communities equips them to design and implement programs that promote empowerment and equity.

Benefits of Pursuing an African American Studies Major

Studying African American studies is more than just acquiring knowledge; it's about developing
empathy, critical consciousness, and a lifelong commitment to social justice. Here are some benefits
students often highlight:

* Broader Perspective: Students gain a nuanced understanding of American society beyond
mainstream narratives.

e Critical Thinking Skills: The interdisciplinary nature fosters analytical skills applicable in
many professions.

* Empowerment: Learning about historical resistance and cultural achievements inspires
activism and leadership.

e« Community Connection: Many programs encourage engagement with local communities,
providing real-world experience.

Tips for Succeeding as an African American Studies
Major

If you're considering or already pursuing this major, here are some helpful tips to make the most of
your academic journey:

Engage with Faculty and Mentors

Professors in African American studies are often deeply involved in research and community work.



Building relationships with them can open doors to internships, research projects, and networking
opportunities.

Get Involved in Campus Organizations

Join cultural clubs, social justice groups, or student organizations focused on African American issues.
These experiences enrich your learning and help you build a supportive community.

Explore Internships and Volunteer Work

Practical experience in nonprofits, museums, advocacy groups, or educational programs can provide
valuable skills and clarify your career interests.

Stay Informed on Current Events

African American studies is deeply connected to ongoing social and political issues. Follow news,
scholarly publications, and cultural developments to keep your knowledge relevant and informed.

Choosing the Right Program

Not all African American studies programs are the same. When selecting a college or university,
consider the following:

e Curriculum Breadth: Look for programs that offer a diverse range of courses covering history,
culture, politics, and social sciences.

e Faculty Expertise: Research the faculty’s areas of specialization and their involvement in
research or community projects.

* Resources and Opportunities: Check if the institution offers study abroad programs,
internships, or community engagement projects related to African American studies.

e Support Services: Consider programs with mentorship, advising, and career services tailored
to minority students and social justice majors.

Choosing a program that aligns with your academic and professional goals will enhance your
educational experience and prepare you for a meaningful career.

In essence, an african american studies major is not just an academic pursuit—it's a powerful way to
understand the complexities of race and identity in America while contributing to a more equitable



society. Whether your passion lies in education, activism, policy, or the arts, this major equips you
with the knowledge and skills to make a lasting impact.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is an African American Studies major?

An African American Studies major is an academic program that explores the history, culture, politics,
and experiences of African Americans and the African diaspora through interdisciplinary approaches.

What career opportunities are available for African American
Studies majors?

Graduates with a degree in African American Studies can pursue careers in education, social work,
public policy, law, community organizing, journalism, cultural institutions, and more.

What core subjects are typically studied in an African
American Studies major?

Core subjects often include African American history, literature, sociology, political science, cultural
studies, art, and critical race theory.

How does African American Studies contribute to social
justice and activism?

African American Studies provides critical insights into systemic racism, social inequalities, and
cultural resilience, empowering students to engage in activism and advocate for social justice and
equity.

Can African American Studies be combined with other majors
or minors?

Yes, many students combine African American Studies with majors or minors such as sociology,
history, political science, education, or gender studies to broaden their academic and career
prospects.

What skills do students develop in an African American
Studies program?

Students develop critical thinking, research, writing, cultural competency, analytical skills, and an
understanding of social justice issues relevant to African American communities and beyond.

Are there study abroad opportunities related to African



American Studies?

Some programs offer study abroad opportunities focused on the African diaspora, allowing students to
explore African, Caribbean, or Latin American cultures and histories connected to African American
experiences.

Additional Resources

African American Studies Major: Exploring History, Culture, and Contemporary Impact

african american studies major has become an increasingly prominent academic discipline within
higher education, reflecting a growing recognition of the importance of Black history, culture, and
social issues in shaping American society. This interdisciplinary field offers students a comprehensive
understanding of the African American experience, integrating perspectives from history, sociology,
literature, politics, and art. As universities expand their curricula to include diverse narratives, the
african american studies major stands out as both a scholarly pursuit and a vital platform for social
awareness and activism.

Understanding the Scope of an African American
Studies Major

At its core, an african american studies major delves into the historical trajectory and cultural richness
of African Americans, tracing their roots from the transatlantic slave trade through emancipation, the

civil rights movement, and into contemporary struggles for equity. Unlike traditional history programs
that may treat Black history as a subset, this major centers it as the primary focus, offering a nuanced
exploration of systemic racism, identity formation, and resistance movements.

Students typically engage with a broad range of disciplines, including African American literature,
political science, sociology, and musicology. This interdisciplinary approach equips graduates with a
multifaceted understanding of how race intersects with class, gender, and other social categories.

Such a foundation is crucial for critically analyzing ongoing issues like mass incarceration, economic
disparities, and cultural representation.

Curriculum Features and Academic Rigor

Most african american studies programs require coursework that covers key historical periods
alongside contemporary topics. Typical classes might include:

e History of African Americans from slavery to the present

e Black political thought and activism

¢ African American literature and artistic expression



e Social justice and public policy analysis

e Intersectionality and identity studies

In many institutions, students also have the opportunity to conduct original research or participate in
community-based projects, bridging academic study with real-world applications. This experiential
learning component enriches understanding and fosters critical thinking skills.

Career Pathways and Practical Applications

Choosing an african american studies major can open diverse career avenues. While some graduates
pursue academia or research, many find opportunities in fields such as social work, education, public
policy, law, journalism, and nonprofit management. The emphasis on critical analysis, cultural
competency, and communication skills makes these graduates valuable assets in organizations
aiming to address racial equity and community development.

According to data from the National Center for Education Statistics and labor market analyses,
careers related to social sciences and humanities—which include african american studies—are
projected to grow steadily. Furthermore, professionals with an in-depth understanding of race and
social dynamics are increasingly sought after in corporate diversity and inclusion roles, government
agencies, and advocacy groups.

Comparisons with Related Majors

It is instructive to compare the african american studies major with other ethnic studies or social
science programs. While ethnic studies programs often explore multiple racial or cultural groups,
african american studies remains specialized, allowing for deeper immersion in one community’s
history and experiences. This specificity can be advantageous for students aiming to become experts
in Black culture and social justice.

Compared to broader sociology or history majors, african american studies programs emphasize lived
experiences and narratives that have historically been marginalized. This focus fosters a critical
perspective on dominant historical narratives and encourages students to question conventional
interpretations.

Challenges and Critiques

Despite its growth, the african american studies major faces challenges, including budget cuts and
debates about its place within academia. Critics sometimes argue that such programs are overly
politicized or lack practical applicability. However, proponents counter that the major equips students
with critical thinking abilities and cultural awareness essential in an increasingly diverse society.

Another challenge is ensuring that the curriculum remains dynamic and reflective of current social



realities. As movements like Black Lives Matter reshape conversations about race and justice, african
american studies programs are continually evolving to address contemporary issues such as police
reform, racialized health disparities, and digital activism.

Benefits of an Interdisciplinary Approach

One of the most significant advantages of the african american studies major is its interdisciplinary
nature. By integrating history, politics, literature, and sociology, students develop a holistic
understanding of systemic issues. This breadth allows graduates to approach problems from multiple
angles, nurturing skills in research, analysis, empathy, and advocacy.

Moreover, the major encourages students to engage critically with media, literature, and public
discourse, promoting media literacy and cultural sensitivity. These competencies are valuable not
only within academia but also in community organizing, policy-making, and corporate environments.

Conclusion: The Evolving Relevance of African
American Studies

The african american studies major continues to gain traction as educational institutions recognize
the importance of diverse perspectives. By centering Black experiences and contributions, this field
challenges conventional narratives and fosters a deeper understanding of American society’s
complexities. For students passionate about social justice, history, and cultural studies, this major
offers a rigorous, enriching path with meaningful applications both inside and outside the classroom.

As societal conversations about race and equity persist and evolve, the academic discipline of african
american studies remains crucial in educating future leaders, scholars, and activists who will shape a
more inclusive and informed world.
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interdisciplinarity. It is intended for use with undergraduate/ beginning graduate students in African
American Studies, American Studies and Ethnic Studies.Section I focuses on the historical
development of the field and the diverse theoretical perspectives utilized in African American
Studies. Section II examines African American Studies' commitment to community service and social
activism, and includes exclusive interviews with acclaimed actor/activist Danny Glover and


https://lxc.avoiceformen.com/archive-th-5k-002/Book?title=african-american-studies-major.pdf&trackid=Ecu23-9202
https://lxc.avoiceformen.com/archive-top3-08/Book?dataid=FBw66-6323&title=dds-fire-safety-final-exam-answers.pdf
https://lxc.avoiceformen.com/archive-top3-08/Book?dataid=FBw66-6323&title=dds-fire-safety-final-exam-answers.pdf

renowned scholar, Manning Marable. Section III presents international perspectives. Section IV
includes selected areas of scholarship: Oral History as an important research methodology; African
American Philosophy; African Aesthetics (song and dance); perspectives on Womanism, Black
Feminism and Africana Womanism with a focus on literature; and African American Religion. The
book concludes with African American Studies' strengths and

african american studies major: Introduction to African American Studies Talmadge
Anderson, James Benjamin Stewart, 2007 There is an ongoing debate as to whether African
American Studies is a discipline, or multidisciplinary or interdisciplinary field. Some scholars assert
that African American Studies use a well-defined common approach in examining history, politics,
and the family in the same way as scholars in the disciplines of economics, sociology, and political
science. Other scholars consider African American Studies multidisciplinary, a field somewhat
comparable to the field of education in which scholars employ a variety of disciplinary lenses-be they
anthropological, psychological, historical, etc., --to study the African world experience. In this model
the boundaries between traditional disciplines are accepted, and researches in African American
Studies simply conduct discipline based an analysis of particular topics. Finally, another group of
scholars insists that African American Studies is interdisciplinary, an enterprise that generates
distinctive analyses by combining perspectives from d

african american studies major: Guide to College Majors 2008 Princeton Review, Princeton
Review Publishing Staff, 2005-02 Provides information on over three hundred common college
majors, from accounting to zoology, including related fields, prior high school subjects, possible
courses of study, and career and salary prospects for graduates.

african american studies major: Black Studies in the University Armstead L. Robinson, Craig
C. Foster, Donald H. Ogilvie, 2025-08-19 A founding document of African American Studies, reissued
for today's students and scholars In a landmark 1968 conference at Yale University, students,
faculty, and community activists helped establish Afro-American Studies as a major, and then a
thriving department, at Yale. In these conference proceedings, participants argue for the necessity
of Black Studies as a field, start to delineate its central debates, discuss its relationship to the
broader community, and plot a course of study. Bristling with implied action and the power of an
idea whose time has come, this classic reissue will serve as a resource for new generations of
scholars and activists. Contributors to the proceedings include McGeorge Bundy, Lawrence W.
Chisolm, Harold Cruse, David Brion Davis, Nathan Hare, Maulana Ron Karenga, Martin Kilson, Jr.,
Gerald A. McWorter, Sidney W. Mintz, Boniface Obichere, Alvin Poussaint, Edwin S. Redkey, Charles
H. Taylor, Jr., and Robert Farris Thompson. In a new introduction, Farah Jasmine Griffin reflects on
the legacy of this book and the trajectory of the field over the decades; forewords by Ralph C.
Dawson and Henry Louis Gates, Jr., recall the pioneering moment at Yale and all that it made
possible.

african american studies major: Unsung Legacies of Educators and Events in African
American Education Andrea D. Lewis, Nicole A. Taylor, 2019-01-07 This book describes the
contributions of twenty-two educators and events that have shaped the field of education, often
receiving little to no public recognition, including: Edmonia Godelle Highgate, Nannie Helen
Burroughs, Selena Sloan Butler, Alonzo Aristotle Crim, Sabbath Schools, and African American
Boarding Schools. These individuals and events have established and sustained education in
communities across the United States. This book will help foster a renewed sense of importance both
for those considering teaching and for teachers in classrooms across the country.

african american studies major: Encyclopedia of African American Education Kofi Lomotey,
2010 The Encyclopedia of African American Education covers educational institutions at every level,
from preschool through graduate and professional training, with special attention to historically
black and predominantly black colleges and universities. Other entries cover individuals,
organizations, associations, and publications that have had a significant impact on African American
education. The Encyclopedia also presents information on public policy affecting the education of
African Americans, including both court decisions and legislation. It includes a discussion of




curriculum, concepts, theories, and alternative models of education, and addresses the topics of
gender and sexual orientation, religion, and the media. The Encyclopedia also includes a Reader's
Guide, provided to help readers find entries on related topics. It classifies entries in sixteen
categories: Alternative Educational Models Associations and Organizations Biographies Collegiate
Education Curriculum Economics Gender Graduate and Professional Education Historically Black
Colleges and Universities Legal Cases Pre-Collegiate Education Psychology and Human
Development Public Policy Publications Religious Institutions Segregation/Desegregation. Some
entries appear in more than one category. This two-volume reference work will be an invaluable
resource not only for educators and students but for all readers who seek an understanding of
African American education both historically and in the 21st century.

african american studies major: A Companion to African-American Studies Jane Anna Gordon,
Lewis Gordon, 2008-04-15 A Companion to African-American Studies is an exciting
andcomprehensive re-appraisal of the history and future of AfricanAmerican studies. Contains
original essays by expert contributors in the field ofAfrican-American Studies Creates a
groundbreaking re-appraisal of the history and futureof the field Includes a series of reflections from
those who establishedAfrican American Studies as a bona fide academic discipline Captures the
dynamic interaction of African American Studieswith other fields of inquiry.

african american studies major: The SAGE Handbook of African American Education Linda C.
Tillman, 2008-07-17 This Handbook received an honorable mention at the 2009 PROSE Awards. The
PROSE Awards annually recognize the very best in professional and scholarly publishing by bringing
attention to distinguished books, journals, and electronic content in over 40 categories. This volume
fills the tremendous void that currently exists in providing a much-needed lens for cultural
leadership and proficiency. The approach provides a wide divergence of perspectives on African
American forms of leadership in a variety of diverse leadership settings. —Len Foster, Washington
State University The SAGE Handbook of African American Education is a unique, comprehensive
collection of theoretical and empirical scholarship in six important areas: historical perspectives,
teaching and learning, PK-12 school leadership, higher education, current issues, and education
policy. The purpose of the Handbook is to articulate perspectives on issues affecting the
participation and leadership of African Americans in PK-12 and postsecondary education. This
volume also addresses historical and current issues affecting the education of African Americans and
discusses current and future school reform efforts that directly affect this group. Key Features
Promotes inquiry and development of questions, ideas, and dialogue about critical practice, theory,
and research on African Americans in the United States educational system Makes significant
contributions to the scholarship on African Americans in the broad context of U.S. education and
society Addresses the central question—in what ways do African Americans in corporate, private,
and public positions influence and shape educational policy that affects African Americans? The
SAGE Handbook of African American Education is a unique, comprehensive collection of theoretical
and empirical scholarship in six important areas: historical perspectives, teaching and learning,
Pre-K-12 school leadership, higher education, current issues, and education policy. —TEACHERS OF
COLOR A wise scientist once argued that to doubt everything or to believe everything often results
in the same solution set; both eliminate the need for reflection. This handbook provides an
intellectual space for those interested in true reflection on the human ecology of the African
American experience in schools, communities, and society. The /Handbook of African American
Education/ is a repository of information developed to advance the human service professional.
—William F. Tate IV, Washington University in St. Louis This handbook represents the most
comprehensive collection of research on African Americans in education to date. Its breadth spans
the historical, the political, institutional and community forces that have shaped educational
opportunities and attainment among African Americans. The review of extant research on a range of
topics from the role of culture and identity in learning, teacher preparation, educational leadership,
to higher education and educational policy is far-reaching and cutting edge. This volume has historic
significance and will become a classic collection on African American education for scholars and




practitioners alike. —Carol D. Lee, Professor, Northwestern University Vice-President, Division G,
American Educational Research Association This handbook is needed as a basic reference for
professors and graduate students conducting research on the education of Blacks in America.
—Frank Brown, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill

african american studies major: Identity Formation within Historically Black Colleges and
Universities Anthony B. Pinn, 2025-09-18 Drawing from institutional research, this book advocates
for the ongoing importance of HBCUs and shows how their curriculum, programming, and
self-understanding all point to education as a strategy for enhancing the whole person. Over the
years, historically Black colleges and universities (HBCUs) have played a significant role in the
formation of Black identity in a society that struggles to appreciate difference. Bringing the vitality
of these institutions to a larger public, high profile donors and advocates have served to safeguard
the ongoing necessity of what HBCUs represent. Drawing on scholars from various disciplinary
backgrounds, Anthony B. Pinn and the contributors explore the intersections of race and higher
education through the lens of self-awareness and community awareness. The chapters tackle areas
such as how HBCUs have handled focusing on (or not focusing on) Black history and Black cultural
production in their courses, identity formation of international students at HBCUs, HBCUs
contribution to identity formation in a global context-promoting Pan-Africanism, and how HBCUs
promote healthy identity formation for Black students. Through institutional research, this book
provides a uniquely layered and historical sensitive discussion of how HBCUs developed and their
relationship to issues of Blackness and personhood.

african american studies major: Princeton Alumni Weekly , 2006

african american studies major: American Higher Education Transformed, 1940--2005
Wilson Smith, Thomas Bender, 2008-03-04 Part IV. Graduate Studies Introduction Graduate surveys
and prospects 1. Bernard Berelson, Graduate Education in the United States, 1960 2. Allan M.
Cartter, The Supply of and Demand for College Teachers, 1966 3. Horace W. Magoun, The Cartter
Report on Quality, 1966 4. William Bowen and Julie Ann Sosa, Prospect for Faculty in the Arts and
Sciences, 1989 5. Denise K. Magner, Decline in Doctorates Earned by Black and White Men Persists,
1989 Improving the Status of Academic Women 6. AHA Committee on the Status of Women in the
Profession, (the Rose Report), 1970 Consequences of Democratization 7. Lynn Hunt,
Democratization and Decline? 1997 Rethinking the Ph.D. 8. Louis Menand, How to Make a Ph.D.
Matter, 1996 9. Robert Weisbuch, Six Proposals to Revive the Humanities, 1999 10. AAU Report on
Graduate Education, 1998 Future Faculty 11. James Duderstadt, Preparing Future Faculty for
Future Universities, 2001 Part V. Disciplines and Interdiscplinarity Introduction The Work of
Disciplines 1. Thomas Kuhn, The Structure of Scientific Revolutions, 1962 2. Peter Galison, How
Experiments End, 1987 3. Carl E. Schorske, The New Rigorism in the 1940s and 1950s, 1997 4.
David A. Hollinger, The Disciplines and the Identity Debates, 1997 Area Studies 5. William Nelson
Fenton, Area Studies in American Universities, 1947 Black Studies 6. Martin Kilson, Reflections on
Structure and Content in Black Studies, 1973 7. Manning Marable, We Need New and Critical Study
of Race and Ethnicity, 2000 Women's Studies 8. Nancy F. Cott, The Women's Studies Program: Yale
University, 1984 9. Florence Howe, Myths of Coeducation, 1984 10. Ellen Dubois, et. al., Feminist
Scholarship, 1985 11. Lynn v. Regents of the University of California, 1981 Interdisciplinarity 12.
SSRC, Negotiating a Passage Between Disciplinary Boundaries, 2000 13. Marian Cleeves Diamond,
A New Alliance for Science Curriculum, 1983 14. Margery Garber, Academic Instincts, 2001 Part VI.
Academic Profession Introduction The Intellectual Migration 1. Laura Fermi, Illustrious Immigrants,
1971 At Work in the Academy 2. Jack Hexter, The Historian and His Day, 1961 3. Steven Weinberg,
Reflections of a Working Scientist, 1974 4. David W. Wolfe [on Carl Woese], Tales from the
Underground, 2001 5. Adrienne Rich, Taking Women Students Seriously, 1979 6. Carolyn Heilbrun,
The Politics of Mind, 1988 7. Lani Guinier, Becoming Gentlemen, 1994 Working in
Universities/Working in Business 8. Judith Glazer-Raymo, Academia's Equality Myth, 2001 9.
Michael McPherson and Gordon Winston, The Economics of Academic Tenure, 1983 10. American
Historical Association, Who is Teaching in U.S. College Classrooms? 2000 and Breakthrough for



Part-Timers, 2005 11. Lotte Bailyn, Breaking the Mold, 1993 Teachers as Labor and Management
12. NLRB v. Yeshiva University, 1980 13. Brown University, 342 National Labor Relations Board,
2004 Protocols and Ethics 14. Edward Shils, The Academic Ethic, 1982 15. Donald Kennedy,
Academic Duty, 1997 16. Neil Smelser, Effective Committee Service, 1993 17. Ernest Boyer,
Scholarship Reconsidered, 1990 18. Burton R. Clark, Small Worlds, Different Worlds, 1997 19.
James F. Carlin, Restoring Sanity to an Academic World Gone Mad, 1999 Part VII. Conflicts on And
Beyond Campus Introduction What Should the University Do? 1. Students for a Democratic Society,
The Port Huron Statement, 1964 2. Diana Trilling, The Other Night at Columbia, 1962 Campus Free
Speech 3. Goldberg v. Regents of the University of California, 1967 A Learning Community 4. Paul
Goodman, The Community of Scholars, 1962 5. Charles Muscatine, Education at Berkeley, 1966 6.
Mario Savio, The Uncertain Future of the Multiversity, 1966 The Franklin Affair 7. John Howard and
H. Bruce Franklin, Who Should Run the Universities, 1969 8. H. Bruce Franklin, Back Where You
Came From, 1975 9. Franklin v. Leland Stanford University, 1985 10. Donald Kennedy, Academic
Duty, 1997 Inquiries 11. Archibald Cox, et al., Crisis at Columbia, 1968 12. William Scranton, et al.,
Report of the President's Commission on Campus Unrest, 1970 Academic Commitment in Crisis
Times 13. Sheldon Wolin, Remembering Berkeley, 1964 14. Kenneth Bancroft Clark, Intelligence,
the University, and Society, 1967 15. Richard Hofstadter, Commencement Address, 1968 16. William
Bouwsma, On the Relevance of Paideia, 1970 17. John Bunzel, Six New Threats to the Academy,

african american studies major: African American Rhetoric(s) Elaine B Richardson, Ronald L
Jackson, 2007-02-12 African American Rhetoric(s): Interdisciplinary Perspectives is an introduction
to fundamental concepts and a systematic integration of historical and contemporary lines of inquiry
in the study of African American rhetorics. Edited by Elaine B. Richardson and Ronald L. Jackson II,
the volume explores culturally and discursively developed forms of knowledge, communicative
practices, and persuasive strategies rooted in freedom struggles by people of African ancestry in
America. Outlining African American rhetorics found in literature, historical documents, and popular
culture, the collection provides scholars, students, and teachers with innovative approaches for
discussing the epistemologies and realities that foster the inclusion of rhetorical discourse in African
American studies. In addition to analyzing African American rhetoric, the fourteen contributors
project visions for pedagogy in the field and address new areas and renewed avenues of research.
The result is an exploration of what parameters can be used to begin a more thorough and useful
consideration of African Americans in rhetorical space.

african american studies major: Encyclopedia of African-American Education Charles A.
Asbury, D. Kamili Anderson, Michael Fultz, Sylvia M. Jacobs, Faustine C. Jones-Wilson, Margo
Okazawa-Rey, 1996-08-28 This indispensable reference is a comprehensive guide to significant
issues, policies, historical events, laws, theories, and persons related to the education of
African-Americans in the United States. Through several hundred alphabetically arranged entries,
the volume chronicles the history of African-American education from the systematic, long-term
denial of schooling to blacks before the Civil War, to the establishment of the Freedmen's Bureau
and the era of Reconstruction, to Brown v. Board of Education and the civil rights reforms of the last
few decades. Entries are written by expert contributors and contain valuable bibliographies, while a
selected bibliography of general sources concludes the volume. The African-American population is
unique in that its educational history includes as law and public policy the systematic, long-term
denial of the acquisition of knowledge. In the 18th century, African-Americans were initially legally
forbidden to be taught academic subjects in the South, where most African-Americans lived. This
period, which ended around 1865 with the conclusion of the Civil War and the establishment of the
Freedmen's Bureau, was followed by the introduction of laws, policies, and practices providing for
rudimentary education for 69 years under the dual-school, separate-but-equal policies established by
Plessy v. Ferguson (1896). These policies did not end until the Brown v. Board of Education
decisions of 1954 and 1955 were reinforced by the passage of civil rights and equal opportunity
legislation in the mid-1960s. The education of African-Americans has been a continuing moral,
political, legal, economic, and psychological issue throughout this country's history. It continues to



consume time and attention, and it remains an unresolved dilemma for the nation. Through several
hundred alphabetically arranged entries, this indispensable reference offers a comprehensive
overview of significant issues, policies, historical events, laws, persons, and theories related to
African-American education from the early years of this country to the present day. The entries are
written by expert contributors, and each entry includes a bibliography of works for further reading.
A selected, general bibliography concludes the volume.

african american studies major: Afrocentric Innovations in Higher Education Vida A.
Robertson, Jocelyn Smith-Gray, Abul Pitre, 2023-11-13 Afrocentric Innovations in Higher Education
steps beyond the traditional texts centered on limited improvements to higher education by
reconceptualizing and outlining Afrocentric interventions that enhance and improve the education of
specifically people of African descent. This volume includes seven essays that highlight the
transformative power of Africana Studies as a fundamentally liberatory discipline. In these thought
provoking essays, readers encounter Afrocentric concepts that reevaluate the intent and design of
higher education as a precursor for improving the educational outcomes and experiences of Black
students. Afrocentric Innovations in Higher Education provides well-researched and pioneering
perspectives on student services, teacher preparation, Africana Studies, career preparation, and the
role of Africana Studies in Historically Black Colleges and Universities.

african american studies major: Memories of the Future Wendell Bell, 2011-12-31 Life
courses, both professional and personal, are often directed by unplanned experiences. At crossroads,
which path is followed and which hard choices are made can change the direction of one’s future.
Wendell Bell’s life illustrates how totally unforeseen events can shape individual lives. As he notes,
despite our hopes and our plans for the future, there is also serendipity, feedback, twists and turns,
chance and circumstance, all of which shape our futures with sometimes surprising results. In Bell’s
case, such twists and turns of chance and circumstance led to his role in developing the new field of
futures studies. In Memories of the Future, Bell recognizes the importance of images of the future
and the effect of these images on events to come. Such images—dreams, visions, or whatever we call
them—help to determine our actions, which, in turn, help shape the future, although not always in
ways that we intend. Bell illustrates, partly with the story of his own life, how people remember such
past images of the future and how the memories of them linger and are often used to judge the real
outcomes of their lives. This is a fascinating view of the work of an important social scientist and the
people and events that helped define his life. It is also about American higher education, especially
from the end of World War II through the 1960s and 1970s, a period of educational transformation
that included the spread of the merit system; the increase in ethnic, racial, gender, and social
diversity among students and faculty; and a massive increase in research and knowledge.

african american studies major: No Longer Separate, Not Yet Equal Thomas J.
Espenshade, Alexandria Walton Radford, 2009-10-12 The truth about America's elite colleges and
universities—who gets in, who succeeds, and why Against the backdrop of today's increasingly
multicultural society, are America's elite colleges admitting and successfully educating a diverse
student body? No Longer Separate, Not Yet Equal pulls back the curtain on the selective college
experience and takes a rigorous and comprehensive look at how race and social class impact each
stage—from application and admission, to enrollment and student life on campus. Arguing that elite
higher education contributes to both social mobility and inequality, the authors investigate such
areas as admission advantages for minorities, academic achievement gaps tied to race and class,
unequal burdens in paying for tuition, and satisfaction with college experiences. The book's analysis
is based on data provided by the National Survey of College Experience, collected from more than
nine thousand students who applied to one of ten selective colleges between the early 1980s and
late 1990s. The authors explore the composition of applicant pools, factoring in background and
selective admission enhancement strategies—including AP classes, test-prep courses, and
extracurriculars—to assess how these strengthen applications. On campus, the authors examine
roommate choices, friendship circles, and degrees of social interaction, and discover that while
students from different racial and class circumstances are not separate in college, they do not mix as



much as one might expect. The book encourages greater interaction among student groups and calls
on educational institutions to improve access for students of lower socioeconomic status. No Longer
Separate, Not Yet Equal offers valuable insights into the intricate workings of America's elite higher
education system.

african american studies major: Telling Histories Deborah Gray White, 2008 The field of
black women's history gained recognition as a legitimate field of study late in the twentieth century.
Collecting stories that are both deeply personal and powerfully political, Telling Histories compiles
seventeen personal narratives by leading black women historians at various stages in their careers,
illuminating how they entered and navigated higher education, a world concerned with - and
dominated by - whites and men. In distinct voices and from different vantage points, the personal
histories revealed here also tell the story of the struggle to establish the fields of African American
and African American women's history.

african american studies major: Teaching Race in the 21st Century L. Guerrero, 2016-04-16
This collection brings together pedagogical memoirs on significant topics regarding teaching race in
college, including student resistance, whiteness, professor identity, and curricula. Linking theory to
practice, the essays create an accessible and useful way to look at teaching race for wide audiences
interested in issues within education.

african american studies major: Color-Line to Borderlands Johnnella E. Butler, 2011-07-01
Ethnic Studies . . . has drawn higher education, usually kicking and screaming, into the borderlands
of scholarship, pedagogy, faculty collegiality, and institutional development, Johnnella E. Butler
writes in her Introduction to this collection of lively and insightful essays. Some of the most
prominent scholars in Ethnic Studies today explore varying approaches, multiple methodologies, and
contrasting perspectives within the field. Essays trace the historical development of Ethnic Studies,
its place in American universities and the curriculum, and new directions in contemporary
scholarship. The legitimation of the field, the need for institutional support, and the changing
relations between academic scholarship and community activism are also discussed. The
institutional structure of Ethnic Studies continues to be affected by national, regional, and local
attitudes and events, and Ronald Takaki’s essay explores the contested terrains of these culture
wars. Manning Marable delves into theoretical aspects of writing about race and ethnicity, while
John C. Walter surveys the influence of African American history on U.S. history textbooks. Elizabeth
Cook-Lynn and Craig Howe explain why American Indian Studies does not fit into the Ethnic Studies
model, and Lauro H. Flores traces the historical development of Chicano/a Studies, forged from the
student and community activism of the late 1960s. Ethnic Studies is simultaneously discipline-based
and interdisciplinary, self-containing and overlapping. This volume captures that dichotomy as
contributors raise questions that traditional disciplines ignore. Essays include Lane Ryo Hirabayashi
and Marilyn Caballero Alquizola on the gulf between postmodernism and political and institutional
realities; Rhett S. Jones on the evolution of Africana Studies; and Judith Newton on the trajectories
of Ethnic Studies and Women'’s Studies and their relations with marginalized communities. Shirley
Hune and Evelyn Hu-DeHart each make a case for the separation of Asian American Studies from
Asian Studies, while Edna Acosta-Belén argues for a hemispheric approach to Latin American and
U.S. Latino/a Studies. T. V. Reed rounds out the volume by offering through cultural studies bridges
to the twenty-first century.

african american studies major: Bertha Maxwell-Roddey Sonya Y. Ramsey, 2022-06-21 This
biography of educational activist and Black studies pioneer Bertha Maxwell-Roddey examines a life
of remarkable achievements and leadership in the early years of the desegregated South. Sonya
Ramsey describes how Maxwell-Roddey and her peers turned hard-won civil rights and feminist
milestones into tangible accomplishments in North Carolina and nationwide from the late 1960s to
the 1990s--
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