alice adventures in wonderland summary

Alice Adventures in Wonderland Summary: Exploring the Whimsical Journey

alice adventures in wonderland summary is a fascinating starting point for
anyone eager to dive into Lewis Carroll’s timeless classic. This story,
brimming with curious characters and surreal escapades, has captivated
readers for generations. If you’ve ever wondered about the essence of Alice’s
journey or the key moments that make "Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland" a
literary treasure, you’re in the right place. Let’s unravel the enchanting
tale and understand why it continues to spark imagination worldwide.

The Beginning of Alice’s Curious Quest

The story opens with Alice, a young girl, sitting by a riverbank when she
spots a peculiar White Rabbit wearing a waistcoat and looking quite anxious.
Her curiosity piqued, Alice follows him down a rabbit hole—and this marks the
beginning of her extraordinary adventure in a fantastical realm known as
Wonderland.

This initial plunge into Wonderland serves as a metaphor for stepping into
the unknown, a theme that resonates throughout the book. The rabbit hole
symbolizes the boundary between mundane reality and the whimsical world of
imagination.

Falling Down the Rabbit Hole

Alice’s descent is not Jjust a physical fall but an entry into a place where
logic is upended. The narrative cleverly plays with the idea of scale and
perspective, as Alice grows and shrinks multiple times throughout her
journey. This fluidity challenges her—and the reader’s—sense of normalcy.

The rabbit hole also introduces readers to the nonsensical rules of
Wonderland, setting the tone for the unpredictable encounters that follow.

Encounters with Wonderland’s Eccentric
Inhabitants

One of the most memorable aspects of Alice’s adventure is the remarkable cast
of characters she meets. Each character embodies unique quirks and
philosophies, adding layers of meaning and humor to the story.

The White Rabbit and the March Hare

The White Rabbit, always in a hurry, represents the anxiety of time and the
pressure to conform. His frantic behavior leads Alice deeper into the
Wonderland maze. Later, Alice attends a mad tea party hosted by the March
Hare and the perpetually sleepy Mad Hatter. This scene is famous for its



absurd conversations and riddles, like the riddle “Why is a raven like a
writing desk?” which intentionally has no answer. Such moments highlight
Carroll’s playful use of language and logic.

The Cheshire Cat’s Enigmatic Presence

Another iconic character is the Cheshire Cat, known for its mischievous grin
and cryptic advice. The cat’s ability to appear and disappear at will
symbolizes the elusive nature of Wonderland’s logic. Its philosophical
musings challenge Alice to question her perceptions and decisions.

The Queen of Hearts and the Theme of Authority

Perhaps the most intimidating figure in Wonderland is the Queen of Hearts, a
temperamental monarch obsessed with beheadings at the slightest offense. Her
volatile nature introduces themes of power and tyranny. Alice’s interactions
with the Queen ultimately demonstrate her growing courage and sense of
justice.

Exploring Themes Through Surreal Episodes

Beyond its whimsical surface, "Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland" delves into
deeper themes such as identity, growth, and the absurdity of adult rules.

The Fluidity of Identity

Throughout the story, Alice’s size changes multiple times, symbolizing the
challenges of growing up and finding one’s identity. These transformations
reflect the confusion and uncertainty often experienced during childhood and
adolescence.

The Absurdity of Rules and Logic

Wonderland operates on bizarre rules that defy conventional logic—cards rule
kingdoms, animals talk, and time can be nonsensical. This topsy-turvy world
satirizes Victorian society’s rigid norms and encourages readers to question
accepted truths.

Curiosity and Courage

Alice’s Jjourney is propelled by her curiosity and boldness. Despite the
strangeness around her, she navigates Wonderland with an open mind and a
brave heart. This trait resonates with readers, inspiring a spirit of
exploration and resilience.



Noteworthy Adventures and Their Symbolism

Several episodes in the book stand out for their creativity and symbolic
weight.

e The Caterpillar and the Mushroom: This encounter explores transformation
and self-discovery. The Caterpillar’s cryptic questions prompt Alice to
ponder who she really is.

e The Mock Turtle’s Story: A melancholic yet humorous tale that reflects
nostalgia and the complexity of emotions.

e The Trial of the Knave of Hearts: This absurd courtroom scene critiques
justice systems and highlights the chaotic nature of Wonderland’s
governance.

These episodes enrich the narrative, blending whimsy with thoughtful
commentary.

The Ending: Awakening from the Dream

As Alice’s adventures culminate in the chaotic trial, she finds herself
standing up to the Queen of Hearts and the nonsensical authority that governs
Wonderland. Just as tensions peak, Alice wakes up—realizing that her journey
was a vivid dream.

This conclusion reinforces the idea of Wonderland as a realm of imagination
and the power of dreams. It also leaves readers reflecting on the blurred
lines between reality and fantasy.

Why Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland Remains
Relevant

The charm of Alice’s tale lies in its universal appeal and layered
storytelling. From children enchanted by the whimsical characters to adults
appreciating the satire and philosophical undertones, the story transcends
age and time.

For those studying literature or simply seeking a delightful read,
understanding the alice adventures in wonderland summary opens doors to
exploring themes of personal growth, societal norms, and the boundless
creativity of the human mind.

Moreover, the book’s influence extends beyond literature, inspiring countless
adaptations in film, art, and popular culture—testaments to its enduring
legacy.

Whether you’re revisiting Wonderland or discovering it for the first time,
Alice’s adventures invite you to embrace curiosity, question the world, and
find magic in the unexpected.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main plot of Alice's Adventures in
Wonderland?

Alice's Adventures in Wonderland follows a young girl named Alice who falls
down a rabbit hole into a fantastical world filled with peculiar creatures
and whimsical adventures. Throughout her journey, she encounters characters
like the White Rabbit, the Cheshire Cat, the Mad Hatter, and the Queen of
Hearts, navigating a series of nonsensical and surreal events.

Who is the protagonist in Alice's Adventures in
Wonderland?

The protagonist of Alice's Adventures in Wonderland is Alice, a curious and
imaginative young girl who explores the strange and magical world she
discovers after falling down a rabbit hole.

What themes are explored in Alice's Adventures in
Wonderland?

The story explores themes such as curiosity and growth, the absurdity of
logic and language, the nature of identity, and the transition from childhood
to adulthood through Alice's surreal experiences.

How does Alice's Adventures in Wonderland end?

The book ends with Alice waking up from her dream after the chaotic trial of
the Knave of Hearts, realizing that her adventures in Wonderland were all
part of a fantastical dream.

What role does the Queen of Hearts play in the story?

The Queen of Hearts is an antagonistic character known for her quick temper
and frequent orders of 'Off with their heads!' She represents arbitrary
authority and appears during the climax of the story, especially during the
trial scene.

Why is Alice's Adventures in Wonderland considered a
classic?

Alice's Adventures in Wonderland is considered a classic due to its
imaginative storytelling, memorable characters, playful use of language, and

its appeal to both children and adults. It has influenced countless works in
literature, art, and popular culture.

What is the significance of the Cheshire Cat in
Alice's Adventures in Wonderland?
The Cheshire Cat is a mysterious and enigmatic character known for its wide

grin and ability to appear and disappear at will. It often provides Alice
with cryptic advice and symbolizes the whimsical and unpredictable nature of



Wonderland.

Additional Resources

Alice Adventures in Wonderland Summary: An In-Depth Exploration of Lewis
Carroll’s Classic Tale

alice adventures in wonderland summary serves as a foundational overview of
Lewis Carroll’s timeless work, "Alice'’s Adventures in Wonderland," first
published in 1865. This literary masterpiece has captivated readers of all
ages for over a century with its imaginative narrative, whimsical characters,
and underlying themes that challenge conventional logic. An analytical
summary of the novel offers insights into its plot structure, character
development, and enduring cultural significance, making it an essential
reference for scholars, educators, and enthusiasts of classic English
literature.

Understanding the Plot of Alice’s Adventures in
Wonderland

At its core, the alice adventures in wonderland summary revolves around the
young protagonist, Alice, who follows a peculiar White Rabbit down a rabbit
hole, plunging into a fantastical realm that defies the rules of reality. The
story unfolds through a series of episodic adventures, each introducing
bizarre characters and surreal scenarios that challenge Alice’s perception of
the world.

Upon entering Wonderland, Alice encounters a sequence of iconic figures such
as the Cheshire Cat, the Mad Hatter, the Queen of Hearts, and the
Caterpillar. These characters embody various absurdities and contradictions,
reflecting Victorian—-era social satire and philosophical inquiries. The
narrative does not follow a traditional linear progression; instead, it
adopts a dreamlike logic that mirrors the unpredictable and often illogical
nature of childhood imagination.

Key Episodes in the Narrative

The alice adventures in wonderland summary is best understood by highlighting
pivotal moments that define Alice’s journey:

e The White Rabbit’s Introduction: Alice’s curiosity is piqued by the
hurried White Rabbit, initiating her descent into Wonderland.

e The Size Changes: Alice drinks potions and eats cakes that alter her
size drastically, symbolizing the fluidity of identity and self-

awareness.

e The Mad Tea Party: This surreal gathering satirizes social conventions
and the absurdity of time.

e The Queen of Hearts’ Court: Representing authoritarian rule, the Queen’s



arbitrary justice system culminates in a chaotic trial.

e The Final Chase: Alice’s assertiveness grows as she challenges the
Queen, ultimately leading to her awakening from the dream.

These episodes collectively emphasize themes of transformation, authority,
and the boundary between reality and fantasy.

Character Analysis and Symbolism

Exploring the characters within the alice adventures in wonderland summary
reveals deeper layers of meaning. Each character functions as a symbol or
critique, contributing to the novel’s multifaceted narrative.

Alice: The Curious Protagonist

Alice embodies innocence and inquisitiveness. Her journey through Wonderland
is not just physical but intellectual, as she grapples with illogical rules
and contradictory behaviors. Her changing size metaphorically reflects the
challenges of growing up and navigating complex social environments.

The White Rabbit and the Passage of Time

The White Rabbit’s anxious demeanor and constant concern with punctuality
introduce the motif of time, a recurring element that underscores the tension
between order and chaos in Wonderland.

The Cheshire Cat and Ambiguity

Known for its enigmatic grin and ability to disappear, the Cheshire Cat
represents ambiguity and philosophical skepticism, often providing Alice with
cryptic advice that challenges her understanding of her surroundings.

The Queen of Hearts: Tyranny and Absurdity

As the authoritarian figure, the Queen of Hearts personifies arbitrary power
and irrationality. Her frequent outbursts of “Off with their heads!” satirize
the capricious nature of judicial systems and governance.

Thematic Elements in Alice’ s Adventures

The alice adventures in wonderland summary cannot be fully appreciated
without examining the novel’s central themes, which have contributed to its
status as a pillar of literary and cultural studies.



Logic and Nonsense

Lewis Carroll, a mathematician by profession, infuses the narrative with
paradoxical logic and playful nonsense. This interplay challenges readers to
question assumptions about language, meaning, and reality itself.

Identity and Growth

Through Alice’s physical transformations and her interactions with
Wonderland’s inhabitants, the novel explores the fluid nature of identity and
the complexities of maturation. This theme resonates particularly strongly
with child readers navigating their own developmental experiences.

Authority and Rebellion

The conflict between Alice and the Queen of Hearts highlights tensions
between individual autonomy and authoritarian control. The frequent
subversion of expected social roles invites reflection on power dynamics and
justice.

Comparative Perspective: Carroll’s Work in
Context

When positioned alongside other children’s literature classics, alice
adventures in wonderland summary demonstrates unique features that
distinguish it from contemporaneous works. Unlike didactic tales aimed at
moral instruction, Carroll’s novel prioritizes whimsy and imagination,
inviting readers to revel in absurdity while engaging with subtle critiques
of Victorian society.

Moreover, its narrative technique—characterized by episodic structure,
unreliable logic, and surreal imagery—has influenced numerous adaptations
across media, including films, theater productions, and graphic novels. This
adaptability underscores the novel’s layered complexity and broad appeal.

Pros and Cons of the Novel’s Narrative Style

e Pros: The imaginative, non-linear storytelling fosters creativity and
encourages multiple interpretations.

e Cons: The lack of a conventional plot can challenge readers seeking
clear resolution or moral clarity.

These aspects contribute to ongoing scholarly debates about the novel’s
intended audience and literary significance.



Legacy and Cultural Impact

The influence of alice adventures in wonderland summary extends well beyond
its pages. The novel has become a cultural touchstone, inspiring everything
from psychological analysis to fashion and pop culture references. Its
phrases and characters have entered the common lexicon, demonstrating the
work’s deep integration into global cultural consciousness.

Educationally, the book is used to explore language ambiguity, logic puzzles,
and narrative innovation. It also serves as a case study in Victorian
literature and the evolution of children’s storytelling.

In summary, a comprehensive alice adventures in wonderland summary reveals a
layered, symbolically rich narrative that continues to engage readers and
scholars alike. Its blend of fantasy and philosophical inquiry ensures its
position as a landmark in literary history, offering fertile ground for
ongoing interpretation and appreciation.
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engaging summary presents an analysis of Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland by Lewis Carroll, the
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creatures, and where nothing is as it seems. This picturesque tale has delighted both children and
adults for generations. Carroll is known his love of literary nonsense as well as his wordplay and use
of both logic and fantasy. Find out everything you need to know about Alice’s Adventures in
Wonderland in a fraction of the time! This in-depth and informative reading guide brings you: * A
complete plot summary ¢ Character studies * Key themes and symbols ¢ Questions for further
reflection Why choose BrightSummaries.com? Available in print and digital format, our publications
are designed to accompany you in your reading journey. The clear and concise style makes for easy
understanding, providing the perfect opportunity to improve your literary knowledge in no time. See
the very best of literature in a whole new light with BrightSummaries.com!
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different versions during the author's lifetime, Lewis Carroll's Alice novels have a publishing history
almost as magical and mysterious as the stories themselves. Zoe Jaques and Eugene Giddens offer a
detailed and nuanced account of the initial publication of Alice's Adventures in Wonderland and
Through the Looking-Glass and investigate how their subsequent transformations through print,
illustration, film, song, music videos, and even stamp-cases and biscuit tins affected the reception of
these childhood favourites. The authors consider issues related to the orality of the original tale and
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editions, and the politics of writing and publishing for children in the 1860s. In addition, they take
account of Carroll's own responses to the books' popularity, including his writing of major
adaptations and a significant body of meta-textual commentary, and his reactions to the staging of
Alice in Wonderland. Attentive to the child reader, how changing notions of childhood identity and
needs affected shifting narratives of the story, and the representation of the child's body by various
illustrators, the authors also make a significant contribution to childhood studies.

alice adventures in wonderland summary: CliffsComplete Alice's Adventures in Wonderland
Lewis Carroll, 2008-10-13 In the CliffsComplete guides, the novel's complete text and a glossary
appear side-by-side with coordinating numbered lines to help you understand unusual words and
phrasing. You'll also find all the commentary and resources of a standard CliffsNotes for Literature.
CliffsComplete Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland is revered as both a work of childhood whimsy and
nonsense and as a satirical examination of the nature of language, Victorian morality, and the
English legal system. Embark on your own adventure through magical worlds and social
commentary — and save yourself valuable studying time — all at once. Enhance your reading of
Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland with these additional features: A summary and insightful
commentary for each chapter Bibliography and historical background on the author, Lewis Carroll A
look at the historical context and structure of the novel Discussions on the novel’s symbols and
themes A character map that graphically illustrates the relationships among the characters Review
questions, a quiz, discussion topics (essay questions), activity ideas A ResourceCenter full of books,
articles, films, and Internet sites Streamline your literature study with all-in-one help from
CliffsComplete guides!
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Wonderland by Lewis Carroll getAbstract AG, 2019-08-15 Lewis Carroll’s tale Alice’s Adventures
in Wonderland is a carnival mirror reflection of Victorian society with its rigid social conventions.
While today’s social norms are undoubtedly different from those of Carroll’s time, the story’s
underlying challenge still resonates: a child must navigate an unfamiliar world full of arbitrary and
ridiculous adult rules, where fear is often the driving force for many participants’ decisions. The
answers to riddles are questionable or non-existent. Rote learning offers no guides, tales lack
morals. Alice’s good sense and her feeling for justice are indispensable to her success. Through her
fantastical adventures, Alice challenges the idea that children should adapt to the adult world with
its questionable principles and morality. She finds herself in an imperfect world that can be
terrifying, yet her naive but sound judgment helps her survive and unveil the egotism, angst and
violence surrounding her. Carroll’s satire of the era, hidden behind fabled creatures absorbed in
absurd activities, was so poignant that Queen Victoria herself became Alice’s most eminent fan. This
summary of Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland was produced by getAbstract, the world's largest
provider of book summaries. getAbstract works with hundreds of the best publishers to find and
summarize the most relevant content out there. Find out more at getabstract.com.

alice adventures in wonderland summary: Chapter summary of "Alice's Adventures in
Wonderland" by Lewis Carroll , 2020-05-25 Abstract from the year 2020 in the subject English
Language and Literature Studies - Literature, grade: 1,5, , language: English, abstract: Die Arbeit
fasst kurz und pragnant alle Kapitel des Buches Alice im Wunderland von Lewis Carroll auf Englisch
zusammen. Sie ist geeignet fur Hausaufgaben, Hausarbeiten oder als Crashkurs vor der Klausur.

alice adventures in wonderland summary: Alice's Adventures Will Brooker, 2004-01-01 The
author of Batman Unmasked and Using the Force, turns his attention to Lewis Carroll and Alice
taking the reader through a revealing tour of late 20th Century popular culture, following Alice and
her creator wherever they go. The result is an in-depth analysis of how one original creation
symbolizes different things to different people.

alice adventures in wonderland summary: Logic In Wonderland: An Introduction To
Logic Through Reading Alice's Adventures In Wonderland - Teacher's Guidebook Nitsa
Movshovitz-hadar, Atara Shriki, 2018-10-08 This guidebook is for college instructors who teach a
course in Introduction to Logic at a teachers college or provide a workshop in this subject for



in-service mathematics teachers. It can also be used by high school mathematics teachers for
teaching students who are capable and interested in Logic.Learning is based on reading Alice's
Adventures in Wonderland, and discussing quotes from that book as a trigger for developing basic
notions in Logic. This guidebook includes the student's worksheets with exemplary solutions, the
background in elementary logic, and pedagogical comments. There is a student's workbook that
accompanies this guidebook which includes the student's worksheets without solutions.Ordinary
textbooks for such a course are purely mathematical in their nature, and students usually find the
course difficult, boring and very technical. Our approach is likely to motivate the students through
reading the classic novel Alice's Adventures in Wonderland, written by Lewis Carroll who was not
only one of the best storytellers but also a logician.Click here for Student’s Workbook

alice adventures in wonderland summary: Logic In Wonderland: An Introduction To Logic
Through Reading Alice's Adventures In Wonderland - Student's Workbook Nitsa Movshovitz-hadar,
Atara Shriki, 2018-10-04 This is a student's workbook that accompanies the teacher's guidebook of
the same title. It is for students who take a course in Introduction to Logic at a teachers college,
whose instructor decides to provide students with a learning environment based on reading Alice's
Adventures in Wonderland, and discussing quotes from that book as a trigger for developing basic
notions in Logic.This workbook includes worksheets for independent work or for small-group
activities. It is also possible to use this workbook in a workshop for in-service mathematics teachers,
and also for teaching logic at high school level for capable and interested students.Click here for
Teacher’s Guidebook

alice adventures in wonderland summary: The Tim Burton Encyclopedia Samuel ].
Umland, 2015-09-28 Tim Burton is one of the most inventive filmmakers in the world. From his early
work as an animator for Disney studios to his distinctive takes on iconic characters like Batman and
Alice in Wonderland, Burton’s skewed vision of the world has informed all of his films. Imbuing his
films with a comically dark tone, Burton provides a twisted slant on conventional storytelling. In The
Tim Burton Encyclopedia, Samuel J. Umland looks at all aspects of this idiosyncratic storyteller’s
films, which frequently display childlike wonder and a macabre humor. Entries in this volume focus
on Burton'’s artistic inspirations as well as creative personnel behind the camera, including writers,
cinematographers, costume designers, art directors, and other collaborators, notably his frequent
composer Danny Elfman. Recurring actors are also represented, such as Michael Keaton, Helena
Bonham-Carter, Jack Nicholson, and, of course, Johnny Depp. Film entries include all of his features
such as Pee-Wee’s Big Adventure, Beetlejuice, Edward Scissorhands, Ed Wood, Big Fish, and Dark
Shadows. Each entry is followed by a bibliography of published sources, both in print and online.
Featuring entries focused on every stage of Burton’s career—including early animated shorts like
Frankenweenie and his work as a producer—this volume provides indispensable information about
one of the most distinctive filmmakers of the past three decades. Comprehensive and entertaining,
The Tim Burton Encyclopedia will appeal to scholars, researchers, and fans of this singular
director’s work.

alice adventures in wonderland summary: The Theatre of Anthony Neilson Trish Reid,
2017-07-27 Anthony Neilson is one of the most exciting and challenging voices in contemporary
British theatre. For more than two decades he has been in the vanguard of new writing and has
acquired a formidable reputation for innovation and experimentation. His major stage plays include
Penetrator, The Censor, Stitching, Realism, Unreachable and his 2004 masterpiece The Wonderful
World of Dissocia, arguably one of the finest Scottish plays of the new millennium. This volume
provides the first full-length study of Neilson's plays and his innovative rehearsal methodology. As
well as providing a detailed account of each play Trish Reid includes an extensive new interview
with Neilson and additional contributions from important scholars and commentators in the field.
This is essential reading for anyone who wants to develop a better understanding of one of British
theatre's most original artists.

alice adventures in wonderland summary: The Place of Lewis Carroll in Children's
Literature Jan Susina, 2013-02-01 In this volume, Jan Susina examines the importance of Lewis



Carroll and his popular Alice books to the field of children’s literature. From a study of Carroll’s
juvenilia to contemporary multimedia adaptations of Wonderland, Susina shows how the Alice books
fit into the tradition of literary fairy tales and continue to influence children’s writers. In addition to
examining Carroll’s books for children, these essays also explore his photographs of children, his
letters to children, his ill-fated attempt to write for a dual audience of children and adults, and his
lasting contributions to publishing. The book addresses the important, but overlooked facet of
Carroll’s career as an astute entrepreneur who carefully developed an extensive Alice industry of
books and non-book items based on the success of Wonderland, while rigorously defending his
reputation as the originator of his distinctive style of children’s stories.
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alice adventures in wonderland summary: Handbook of the English Novel, 1830-1900
Martin Middeke, Monika Pietrzak-Franger, 2020-05-05 Part I of this authoritative handbook offers
systematic essays, which deal with major historical, social, philosophical, political, cultural and
aesthetic contexts of the English novel between 1830 and 1900. The essays offer a wide scope of
aspects such as the Industrial Revolution, religion and secularisation, science, technology, medicine,
evolution or the increasing mediatisation of the lifeworld. Part II, then, leads through the work of
more than 25 eminent Victorian novelists. Each of these chapters provides both historical and
biographical contextualisation, overview, close reading and analysis. They also encourage further
research as they look upon the work of the respective authors at issue from the perspectives of
cultural and literary theory.
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alice adventures in wonderland summary: The Saturday Review of Politics, Literature,
Science and Art, 1866

alice adventures in wonderland summary: The Epic Structure of Space 1999 John K. Balor,
2018-02-18 This book contains transcripts from Online Alpha discussions where the epic and
narrative structure of SPACE 1999 is being discussed by comparing episodes with themes,
characters and elements of plot from the Homeric Odyssey and Lewis Carroll's stories about Alice.
The discussion is motivated by questions raised in the scholarly literature and earlier Online Alpha
debates about how to make sense of SPACE 1999 from the viewpoint of critical theory. The book has
been developed on an idealistic basis. It is sold at the lowest price the publisher was willing to
accept. A free e-book version can be downloaded at www.lulu.com.

alice adventures in wonderland summary: Interactive Storytelling Alex Mitchell, Clara
Fernandez-Vara, David Thue, 2014-09-25 This book constitutes the refereed proceedings of the 7th
International Conference on Interactive Storytelling, ICIDS 2014, Singapore, Singapore, November
2014. The 20 revised full papers presented together with 8 short papers 7 posters, and 5
demonstration papers were carefully reviewed and selected from 67 submissions. The papers are
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retrospectives, and user experience.
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