
careers for an english major

Careers for an English Major: Exploring Your Path Beyond the Classroom

Careers for an English major open up a world of possibilities that often go beyond the traditional expectations
many people might have. When you think of studying English, the first ideas that might come to mind are teaching
or writing, but the truth is, this versatile degree equips you with critical thinking, communication, and
analytical skills that are highly valued across numerous industries. Whether you’re passionate about
storytelling, research, or crafting compelling arguments, an English major can lead to fulfilling career paths in
fields you might not have considered before.

Why Choose a Career with an English Degree?

An English degree cultivates a unique blend of skills: exceptional writing proficiency, keen analytical abilities,
and an understanding of cultural and historical contexts. These competencies are transferable and can be
leveraged in many professional areas. Plus, careers for an English major often encourage creativity and offer
opportunities to make an impact through language—whether that’s shaping public opinion, educating others, or
producing content that resonates with audiences.

Key Skills Developed by English Majors

Before diving into specific careers, it helps to understand what makes English majors stand out:

Strong Writing and Editing Skills: Mastery over grammar, style, and tone.

Critical Thinking: Ability to analyze texts, arguments, and situations deeply.

Research Proficiency: Experience in gathering, evaluating, and synthesizing information.

Communication: Skilled in expressing ideas clearly and persuasively, both verbally and in writing.

Cultural Awareness: Insight into diverse perspectives and historical contexts.

These skills make English majors attractive candidates for a wide range of roles, from creative industries to
corporate environments.

Exploring Popular Careers for an English Major

One of the most exciting aspects of pursuing careers for an English major is the sheer variety of options
available. Here are some common paths that graduates often take:

1. Writing and Editing

Writing careers are the most obvious fit, but they are also deeply diverse. English majors can become:



Content Writers: Creating engaging blog posts, articles, and marketing copy.

Editors: Refining manuscripts, articles, and digital content for clarity and coherence.

Technical Writers: Producing manuals, guides, and documentation for complex products.

Grant Writers: Crafting proposals to secure funding for nonprofits and research projects.

The rise of digital media has expanded opportunities in online content creation, SEO writing, and social media
management, making writing roles more dynamic than ever.

2. Education and Academia

Teaching remains a strong and rewarding career choice for English majors. Whether at the elementary, high
school, or college level, educators shape the next generation’s understanding and appreciation of literature
and language. Beyond classroom teaching, English graduates can also pursue:

Curriculum Development: Designing educational materials and lesson plans.

Educational Consulting: Advising schools on literacy programs and teaching strategies.

Academic Research: Contributing to literary criticism, linguistics, or cultural studies.

If you enjoy sharing knowledge and inspiring others, education can be a fulfilling avenue.

3. Public Relations and Marketing

Strong communication skills are essential in public relations (PR) and marketing, making these fields natural
fits for English graduates. Professionals in this sector craft messages that shape brand images and engage
target audiences. Careers include:

Public Relations Specialist: Managing media relationships and crafting press releases.

Marketing Coordinator: Developing campaigns and promotional materials.

Social Media Manager: Creating and curating content to grow online communities.

An English major’s ability to tell compelling stories and understand audience needs is a huge asset in these roles.

4. Publishing and Media

For those who love books and storytelling, the publishing industry offers various roles:

Literary Agent: Representing authors and negotiating publishing deals.



Book Editor: Guiding manuscripts through the editing process.

Journalist: Investigating and reporting on news stories.

Copywriter: Producing persuasive advertising content.

The media landscape is constantly evolving, and English majors can find opportunities in traditional publishing
as well as digital media platforms.

Unconventional Careers for English Majors

If you think an English degree limits you to writing or teaching, think again. Many English majors have
successfully ventured into less obvious sectors by applying their transferable skills in innovative ways.

1. Law and Legal Services

The analytical and argumentative skills honed through English studies make law a natural fit. Many English
majors go on to law school and pursue careers as attorneys, legal analysts, or paralegals. Even without a
law degree, English graduates can work in legal publishing, compliance writing, or court reporting.

2. Human Resources and Corporate Training

Effective communication and understanding of human behavior are critical in human resources (HR). English
majors can excel in recruitment, employee relations, and training development. Crafting clear policies and
facilitating communication across departments are essential HR functions where English skills shine.

3. Nonprofit and Advocacy Work

Many nonprofits rely on compelling storytelling and clear messaging to advance their causes. English majors
often find meaningful work in fundraising, communications, and program coordination within nonprofit
organizations. Writing grant proposals, managing social media, and creating awareness campaigns are common
tasks.

4. Digital Content Strategy and UX Writing

As companies focus more on user experience (UX) and digital engagement, roles like UX writer and content
strategist have emerged. These careers involve crafting user-friendly language for websites, apps, and
software, ensuring clarity and enhancing usability. English majors’ expertise in language and audience analysis is
invaluable here.

Tips for English Majors Navigating the Job Market

Breaking into certain fields can be competitive, but with the right approach, English majors can distinguish
themselves. Here are some strategies to consider:



Build a Portfolio: Whether you’re interested in writing, editing, or content creation, having a portfolio1.
of your work can showcase your skills to potential employers.

Gain Experience: Internships, freelance projects, or volunteer work can provide practical experience and2.
help you network in your chosen industry.

Develop Technical Skills: Learning SEO, digital marketing tools, or basic coding can complement your3.
writing and open more doors.

Network Actively: Attend industry events, join professional organizations, and connect with alumni to4.
discover opportunities.

Consider Advanced Degrees: For specialized careers like law, academia, or advanced writing roles, further5.
education may be beneficial.

Embracing the Flexibility of an English Degree

One of the greatest strengths of an English major is its adaptability. The ability to analyze complex
information, communicate clearly, and think creatively can take you into virtually any field. Whether you’re
drawn to the arts, business, education, or technology, careers for an English major provide a solid foundation
to build upon.

Many graduates find that their career paths evolve over time, often blending interests like writing, teaching,
and communication into unique roles. By staying open to new experiences and continuing to hone your skills, an
English degree can be your passport to a rewarding and dynamic professional life.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some common career paths for English majors?

English majors can pursue careers in writing, editing, publishing, education, marketing, public relations,
journalism, and communications, among others.

Can English majors work in the tech industry?

Yes, English majors can work in the tech industry in roles such as technical writing, content strategy, user
experience (UX) writing, and digital marketing.

Is teaching a good career option for English majors?

Absolutely. Many English majors become teachers at the middle school, high school, or college level, or work
as tutors and educational consultants.

How can English majors improve their job prospects?

English majors can improve job prospects by gaining experience through internships, building a portfolio of
writing samples, learning digital tools, and developing skills in editing, SEO, or social media.



Are there opportunities for English majors in business?

Yes, English majors can work in business in roles like corporate communications, content marketing,
copywriting, human resources, and training and development.

What skills do English majors bring to the workplace?

English majors bring strong communication, critical thinking, research, writing, and analytical skills, which are
valuable in many professional settings.

Can English majors pursue careers in law?

Yes, many English majors go on to law school and become lawyers, paralegals, or legal writers, as their
critical reading and writing skills are highly relevant to the legal field.

What are some emerging career opportunities for English majors?

Emerging opportunities include roles in digital content creation, social media management, podcast production,
SEO strategy, and multimedia storytelling.

Additional Resources
Careers for an English Major: Exploring Diverse Opportunities Beyond the Classroom

Careers for an English major encompass a wide and varied landscape, often challenging the misconception that
this degree is limited to teaching or writing alone. In reality, an English degree equips graduates with critical
thinking, communication prowess, and analytical skills that are highly sought after across multiple industries.
As the job market evolves, understanding the potential career paths for English majors becomes essential for
students and professionals seeking to leverage their education into fulfilling and sustainable careers.

Understanding the Versatility of an English Degree

The study of English involves more than just literature; it includes language analysis, cultural studies,
rhetoric, and sometimes creative writing. These components collectively develop a skill set that is
transferable and adaptable. Careers for an English major are thus not confined to traditional roles but extend
into fields such as marketing, law, publishing, and even technology. This breadth is a critical advantage in
today’s dynamic labor market where soft skills like communication and critical reasoning are as vital as
technical knowledge.

One of the key strengths of an English degree lies in its ability to nurture advanced written and verbal
communication skills. These skills are foundational in numerous professional contexts, from crafting
compelling narratives in advertising campaigns to drafting precise legal documents. Moreover, the analytical
training received through literary critique enhances problem-solving abilities and the capacity to interpret
complex information, which are highly valued in research and policy-making roles.

Popular Career Paths for English Majors



Publishing and Editorial Careers

Traditionally, many English majors gravitate toward careers in publishing and editing. These roles often
involve manuscript evaluation, copyediting, and content management. Positions such as editor, literary agent,
or publishing assistant allow graduates to immerse themselves in the world of books, magazines, and digital
media. The rise of self-publishing and digital content platforms has further diversified opportunities in this
sector, enabling English majors to work in areas like content strategy and digital publishing.

Writing and Content Creation

Content creation is a broad field that includes journalism, technical writing, copywriting, and creative writing.
English majors often excel in these roles due to their proficiency in crafting clear, engaging, and persuasive
content. Journalism, in particular, demands strong research and storytelling skills, while technical writing
requires the ability to simplify complex information for specialized audiences. The explosion of online content
and social media marketing has also increased demand for skilled writers who can produce SEO-optimized and
audience-targeted material.

Education and Academia

Teaching remains a conventional and respected career choice for English graduates. From K-12 public schools
to universities, educators shape the next generation’s understanding of language, literature, and
communication. Beyond classroom teaching, many English majors pursue advanced degrees to engage in academic
research, curriculum development, or administrative roles within educational institutions. While this path can
require additional certification, it offers a stable career with opportunities to influence educational policy
and pedagogy.

Marketing, Advertising, and Public Relations

In the corporate world, English majors bring value to marketing, advertising, and public relations departments
by developing messaging that resonates with target audiences. Their ability to analyze cultural trends and
craft narratives makes them ideal candidates for roles such as brand strategist, communications specialist, or
social media manager. These careers often blend creativity with data analysis, requiring professionals to
track campaign effectiveness and adapt messaging accordingly.

Law and Government

The logical reasoning and critical reading skills honed in English studies provide a strong foundation for
careers in law and government. Many English majors pursue law school to become attorneys, paralegals, or
legal analysts. Others find roles in policy analysis, legislative assistance, or public administration. In these
positions, the ability to interpret complex texts, draft precise documents, and present arguments clearly is
indispensable.

Emerging Fields and Non-Traditional Careers for English Majors

With the rapid advancement of technology, English majors are increasingly entering fields that require a
combination of technical and communication expertise. For example, technical writing is expanding into software
documentation, requiring familiarity with programming languages and user experience design. Similarly, roles in
user interface (UI) writing and content strategy within tech companies demand acute attention to how



language shapes digital interactions.

Another growing area is communications consulting, where English graduates help organizations manage their
internal and external communications. Crisis communication, corporate storytelling, and employee engagement
are specialized niches where language skills translate directly into organizational success. Additionally, the
entertainment industry offers opportunities in scriptwriting, dramaturgy, and media analysis, blending creative
talents with professional acumen.

Evaluating the Pros and Cons of Careers for English Majors

While the versatility of an English degree opens many doors, it also presents challenges that prospective job
seekers should consider. On the positive side, English majors benefit from a strong foundation in communication,
adaptability, and cultural literacy. These attributes are highly transferable and unlikely to become obsolete,
providing long-term career resilience.

However, some careers for an English major, especially those in education or publishing, may offer lower
starting salaries compared to STEM fields. Competition in traditional roles can be intense, requiring candidates
to supplement their degrees with internships, certifications, or graduate studies. Furthermore, certain sectors
demand continual skill development, such as mastering SEO tools for content writers or legal research
databases for law-related roles.

Practical Tips for Maximizing Career Opportunities

Internships and Work Experience: Gaining practical experience through internships or freelance projects
significantly enhances employability.

Skill Diversification: Learning complementary skills like digital marketing, coding basics, or data analysis
can bridge gaps between English and technical roles.

Networking: Engaging with professional organizations, alumni networks, and industry events broadens
access to job opportunities.

Graduate Education: Pursuing advanced degrees or certifications in specialized fields (e.g., law,
education, creative writing) can open higher-level positions.

Portfolio Development: Creating a diverse portfolio of writing samples, projects, or publications
showcases one’s abilities to potential employers.

The landscape of careers for an English major is both broad and evolving, reflecting the adaptability of the
skills acquired through this field of study. From traditional roles in education and publishing to innovative
positions in technology and communications, English graduates possess a unique toolkit that enables them to
thrive in varied professional environments. As industries continue to value nuanced communication and critical
analysis, the demand for English majors is likely to remain robust, albeit requiring a proactive approach to
skill enhancement and career planning.
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  careers for an english major: Great Jobs for English Majors Julie DeGalan, Stephen E.
Lambert, 2006 Answers your question: What can I do with a major in English? This work helps you
explore the possibilities your major creates. It provides: guidance on how to present an English
major as a workplace asset during an interview; a primer on how to conduct a job search; and ways
to use your major in the real world.
  careers for an english major: The Complete Idiot's Guide to Choosing a College Major
Randall S. Hansen, 2007-10-02 How to figure out what you want out of college—and life. Choosing a
college major is the biggest decision of one’s college experience, and there are many factors to
consider. Here, you will discover which majors will give the best chances of finding employment,
which majors are most likely to lead to the highest-paying jobs, what major best suits each
personality, and what skills and background you need to realize your goals.
  careers for an english major: Careers in Investment Banking WetFeet (Firm), 2008
  careers for an english major: Quick Guide to Choosing Your College Major Laurence Shatkin,
2020-04-21 This easy-to-use guide moves from self-assessment to information to decision making.
The decision-making process begins with an explanation of what a college major is and what should
be considered when making a decision. The next chapters offer three quick exercises to help readers
clarify dimensions that are relevant to the choice of a major: their personality type, their strongest
skills, and their favorite high school courses. Using the results of these exercises, readers construct
a hot list of the college majors that seem to suit them the most, plus any others that look interesting.
Then they explore their possible choices by reading fact-packed descriptions of 61 popular college
majors and the 164 occupations and 95 job specializations linked to these majors. Finally, readers fill
out a decision-making checklist, comparing the results of their self-assessment exercises with the
facts they have learned about various majors. They weigh the pros and cons to reach a tentative
conclusion and receive hints about how to do additional exploration to confirm their decision. With
Quick Guide to Choosing Your College Major, the reader will be able to determine their future path
fast!
  careers for an english major: Nonlegal Careers for Lawyers Gary A. Munneke, William D.
Henslee, 2003 Great opportunities exist for law students and practicing lawyers outside the
traditional practice of law. This user-friendly guidebook explains when and how to choose a nonlegal
career; the specialized skills legal training provides; and how to plan and conduct a job search. You'll
find information on careers in business and industry, government and public service, associations
and institutions, and entrepreneurial ventures. A resource section provides surveys and listings of
nonlegal careers in several categories, and a listing of publishers and suggested readings on
nonlegal careers. Book jacket.
  careers for an english major: You Majored in What? Katharine Brooks, EdD, 2009-04-30
Fully revised and updated in 2017, the revolutionary career guide for a new generation of
job-seekers, from one of the U.S.’s top career counselors “So what are you going to do with your
major?” It’s an innocent question that can haunt students from high school to graduate school and
beyond. Relax. Your major is just the starting point for designing a meaningful future. In this
indispensable guide, Dr. Katharine Brooks shows you a creative, fun, and intelligent way to figure
out what you want to do and how to get it—no matter what you studied in college. You will learn to
map your experiences for insights into your strengths and passions, design possible lives, and create
goals destined to take you wherever you want to go. Using techniques and ideas that have guided
thousands of college students to successful careers, Dr. Brooks will teach you to outsmart and
outperform your competition, with more Wisdom Builders and an easily applied career development
process. No matter what career you aspire to, You Majored in What? offers a practical, creative, and
successful approach to finding your path to career fulfillment.
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  careers for an english major: Great Jobs for Psychology Majors, 3rd Ed. Julie DeGalan,
Stephen Lambert, 2006-03-23 Answers your question What can I do with a major in psychology? It
isn't always obvious what your college major can offer to the workplace. Great Jobs for Psychology
Majors helps you explore the possibilities your major creates and provides: Guidance on how to
present a psychology major as a workplace asset during an interview A primer on how to conduct a
job search Ways to use your major in the real world
  careers for an english major: Careers in Food Science: From Undergraduate to Professional
Richard W Hartel, Christina P. Klawitter, 2010-07-08 Careers in Food Science provides detailed
guidelines for students and new employees in the food industry to ensure a successful start to their
career. Every step towards a rewarding career in this rapidly evolving industry is covered, from
which classes to take in college and which degrees to earn, to internships, and finally how to land,
and keep, the first job. This book also provides day-to-day examples of what to expect from the many
jobs available to help students decide what to do and where to go. The food industry includes a wide
array of fields and careers not only in food production and in academia, but also in government and
research institutions. In fact, it is estimated that by 2010 there will be 52,000 annual job openings
for college graduates in the Food, Agriculture, and Natural Resources system in the U.S. alone.
Written by people who have experience or are currently working in each sector, this book seeks to
shed some light on starting, or furthering, a career in this exciting field.
  careers for an english major: The Yale Guide to Careers in Medicine & the Health Professions
Robert M. Donaldson, Robert Donaldson, Kathleen Lundgren, Kathleen S. Lundgren, Howard Marget
Spiro, 2003-01-01 Presents a collection of first person accounts of what life is like in the medical
field.
  careers for an english major: Careers for Humanities/liberal Arts Majors Thomas N. Trzyna,
1980
  careers for an english major: Readercentric Writing for Digital Media David Hailey,
2016-12-05 This book presents an altogether new approach to writing and evaluating writing in
digital media. It suggests that usability theory provides few tools for evaluating content, because
usability theory assumes only one kind of writing on the Internet. The author suggests three models:
user-centric (usability model), persuasion-centric (encouraging the reader to linger and be
persuaded--Canon camera ads), and quality-centric (encouraging the reader to linger and learn or be
entertained because of the quality of the writing--NASA.gov and YouTube). Designed for professional
writers and writing students, this text provides a rubric for writing in digital media, but more
importantly, it provides a rubric and vocabulary for identifying and explaining problems in copy that
already exists. The Internet has become a pastiche of cut-and-paste content, often placed by
non-writers to fill space for no particular reason or by computers with no oversight from humans
(e.g., Amazon.com). Because these snippets are typically on topic (but often for the wrong purpose
or audience), professional writers have difficulty identifying the problems and an even harder time
explaining them. Finding an effective tool for identifying and explaining problems in digital content
becomes a particularly important problem as writers increasingly struggle with growing
complications in complex information systems (systems that create and manage their own content
with little human intervention). Being able to look at a body of copy and immediately see that it is
problematic is an important skill that is lacking in a surprising number of professional writers.
  careers for an english major: Affective Labor and Alt-Ac Careers Lee Skallerup Bessette,
2022-04-08 In her groundbreaking work The Managed Heart: Commercialization of Human Feeling
(1983), sociologist Arlie Russell Hochschild described “emotional labor management” as follows: “to
induce or suppress feeling in order to sustain the outward countenance that produces the proper
state of mind in others.” Think of a retail worker in customer relations who must keep calm and be
pleasant even when dealing with someone who is irate. While scholars have explored the affective
realm when it comes to teaching and being a professor, there is less written about the experience of
those working in nonteaching areas of academia—“alt-ac.” Affective Labor and Alt-Ac Careers
critically examines aspects of affective and emotional labor involved in alt-ac careers in higher



education. This is the first and only book of its kind that focuses on affective labor and alt-ac/staff
careers in higher education. Cross-profession and cross-disciplinary, the book takes seriously the
invisible labor performed at our institutions by academic staff, work that is essential for the success
of our students. Research in this volume allows an opportunity for those in alt-ac careers to examine
and share their affective experiences in their roles in technology, administration, research, and
academic support services and as librarians, academic advisors, and writing center
instructors—among others. Affective Labor and Alt-Ac Careers is the third book in Kansas’s
Rethinking Careers, Rethinking Academia series, which seeks projects that lead to meaningful
professional development and create lasting value for graduate students, recent and experienced
PhDs, university faculty and administrators, and the growing alt-ac and post-ac community.
  careers for an english major: Career Transitions Lucas Morgan, 2025-03-02 Are you
contemplating a shift in your professional trajectory, or feeling stuck in a career that no longer
aligns with your aspirations? Career Transitions provides a comprehensive roadmap for navigating
the complexities of career change, from initial contemplation to successful implementation. This
book addresses key areas: understanding the forces driving the need for career transition,
developing the tools and strategies for a successful pivot, and mastering the mindset required to
thrive in a new professional environment. These topics are essential because the modern career
landscape is characterized by volatility, uncertainty, complexity, and ambiguity. Individuals must be
equipped to proactively manage their career paths, and adapt to evolving industry demands. Career
Transitions recognizes that shifts are rarely linear. The book provides a framework for
understanding the psychological and practical aspects of career change. It acknowledges that career
transitions are not solely about finding a new job, but a holistic process of self-discovery, skill
development, and strategic planning. The central argument of this book is that career change, while
often perceived as daunting, can be a manageable and ultimately rewarding process when
approached with the right knowledge, strategies, and mindset. It challenges the traditional notion of
a lifelong career within a single industry or role, advocating for a more fluid and adaptable approach
to professional development. The book begins by examining the factors that prompt individuals to
consider career transitions, such as technological advancements, economic shifts, and evolving
personal values. It then delves into a structured process for self-assessment, helping readers identify
their skills, interests, and values. Major sections of the book include strategies for exploring new
career options, developing transferable skills, and building professional networks. It also addresses
the practical considerations of career transitions, such as managing finances, updating resumes and
cover letters, and preparing for interviews. This includes a discussion of relevant online resources
and platforms. The final segment synthesizes these elements into actionable plans for initiating and
sustaining career momentum within a chosen field. The book draws on empirical research from
career counseling, organizational psychology, and labor economics. It features case studies and
real-world examples of individuals who have successfully navigated career transitions across diverse
industries and roles. Methodologically, the book presents data that is both statistical and qualitative,
aiming to show practical strategies and the emotional experience of career change. Career
Transitions connects to other areas of study such as psychology, sociology, and economics. The
psychological aspects of motivation, resilience, and self-efficacy are explored in relation to career
change. Sociological factors such as social networks, cultural norms, and labor market dynamics are
discussed. Economic principles such as supply and demand, human capital, and opportunity cost are
also considered. A unique aspect of this book is its focus on cultivating a growth mindset. The book
emphasizes the importance of viewing challenges as opportunities for learning and development.
This perspective empowers readers to embrace uncertainty, overcome setbacks, and ultimately
achieve their career goals. Written in a clear and engaging style, Career Transitions is designed for
a broad audience, including recent graduates, mid-career professionals, and individuals seeking to
re-enter the workforce. It provides practical guidance, actionable strategies, and inspiring stories to
empower readers to take control of their careers and create fulfilling professional lives. The book
adopts conventions of the 'Self-help' genre, however, it distinguishes by providing a fact-based and



research-oriented approach to the topic. While Career Transitions covers a wide range of career
paths and industries, it does not provide specific advice for specialized professions requiring lengthy
and specific education or training. The strategies outlined in Career Transitions can be applied to a
variety of real-world scenarios, such as negotiating salary, managing workplace conflict, and
building relationships with colleagues. By integrating these strategies into their daily lives, readers
can enhance their overall career satisfaction and success. The book also touches on common
controversies, such as the role of artificial intelligence in the job market and the debate over the
value of traditional education versus vocational training and how these can impact a career
transition.
  careers for an english major: Careers in Communications and Entertainment Leonard
Mogel, 2000-01-02
  careers for an english major: Careers in Information Technology WetFeet (Firm), 2009
  careers for an english major: Careers for Women in Science and Technology United
States. Congress. House. Committee on Science, Space, and Technology. Subcommittee on Energy,
1994
  careers for an english major: Major Trade-Offs Corey Moss-Pech, 2025-05-06 An eye-opening
look at the relationship between students’ majors and their entry-level jobs. Humanities majors are
used to answering the question, “So, what are you going to do with that degree?” The common
misconception is that students in humanities programs don’t learn any useful skills for the real
world. In Major Trade-Offs, sociologist Corey Moss-Pech argues that not only do humanities majors
learn real-world skills, but they actually use them when they graduate. Despite this discrepancy,
graduates with so-called practical degrees like business and engineering are much more likely to
find employment, and they earn higher salaries. Why do we belittle a liberal arts education despite
the valuable skills that students acquire during their studies? Major Trade-Offs addresses this
question by following students from different majors as they enter the workforce. To understand the
relationship between majors and entry-level jobs, Moss-Pech conducted nearly 200 interviews with
roughly ninety students from four majors at a large Midwestern university: engineering, business,
English, and communications. He follows these students through their senior years, chronicling their
internships and the support their universities provide in helping them pursue their career paths. He
found that graduates from practical majors entered the labor market successfully, typically through
structured internship programs. However, many ended up in entry-level jobs that, while well-paid,
were largely clerical and didn’t necessarily require a degree to perform. On the other hand, liberal
arts majors rarely accessed structured internships and were largely left to carve out their own paths,
but did use their degree skills once they secured a job. These results challenge popular myths about
the “marketability” of these different majors and offer a new vision for the future of higher
education. Liberal arts skills are essential in the labor market, and yet educators and policymakers
still push resources into the practical arts, perpetuating the myth that those majors are more
valuable while depriving students of a well-rounded education and leaving them no better prepared
for the workforce than liberal arts students. Of interest to students, educators, and employers, Major
Trade-Offs calls on colleges and universities to advocate for liberal arts majors, leveling the playing
field for students as they plan for entry-level work.
  careers for an english major: Graduate to a Great Career Catherine Kaputa, 2016-04-07 This
is the most important moment in your career. Branding guru Catherine Kaputa will show you how to
get it right. In today's job market, competition is fierce. After college many graduates fall back to
earth with a bump and struggle to launch a career in their chosen field. But what if you changed the
way you thought about applications? What if, instead of getting bogged down in the search process,
you approached your resume like a marketer launching an exciting new brand? Marketing guru and
brand strategist Catherine Kaputa is an expert in personal branding and knows exactly how to make
an application sizzle. Drawing on her years of experience, insightful case-studies of recent
graduates, and fascinating insider details from companies like Nike, Volvo, and Google, Kaputa will
help you to navigate the career landscape as she shares her strategy for standing out from other



applicants, in even the most competitive industries. Graduate to a Great Career will give you the
tools you need to surviveand show you how to thrive by creating 'Brand You'.
  careers for an english major: SAGE Guide to Careers for Counseling and Clinical Practice
Camille Helkowski, 2018-03-29 The SAGE Guide to Careers for Counseling and Clinical Practice by
Camille Helkowski offers valuable insights into a range of career options in clinical work through the
contributions of 15 counselors. The text opens with a discussion of the various roles and functions of
counselors and includes guidance on educational, licensing, and fieldwork considerations, while
subsequent chapters offer practical information on job requirements, salaries, and day-to-day
activities. Aspiring counselors and clinicians will gain not only a factual knowledge about career
possibilities, but also a deeper understanding of what it actually means to engage in this type of
work.
  careers for an english major: Higher Education Careers Beyond the Professoriate Karen
Cardozo, Katherine Kearns, Shannan Palma, 2024-03-15 Higher Education Careers Beyond the
Professoriate is one of the first collections to explore PhD career versatility within higher education.
The twenty-three contributors represent diverse disciplines, institution types, professional roles, and
intersectional identities. Each thoughtful and personal essay explores firsthand what it means to
remain in higher education, yet not in the traditional role of a professor. Topics include establishing
new career paradigms, well-being and work-life balance, blended roles and identities, and
professional work around advocacy and inclusion. Unifying the essays is the idea that career
diversity is intertwined with other diversity discourse, yielding a broad-based but critical
examination of careers in higher education administration. Though the doctoral landscape continues
to change, a self-determined, values-driven attitude remains essential. This book offers powerful
insight into cultural and structural barriers that inhibit institutional transformation and obscure the
real range of PhD futures. Frank about both challenges and opportunities, these essays reveal how
letting go of “track” thinking opens a constellation of possibilities and many paths to meaningful
work and a fulfilling life.
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