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Examples of Material Culture in Sociology: Understanding Tangible Aspects of
Society

Examples of material culture in sociology provide fascinating insights into
how human societies shape and are shaped by the physical objects they create
and use. Material culture refers to the physical artifacts, objects, and
technologies that a society produces, which carry cultural significance and
reflect social values, traditions, and histories. Unlike non-material
culture, which encompasses beliefs, norms, and values, material culture is
tangible—allowing sociologists to analyze societies through the lens of
everyday objects.

Exploring examples of material culture in sociology helps us understand the
ways culture is expressed, preserved, and transformed. From ancient pottery
to modern digital devices, these artifacts serve as windows into the lives,
priorities, and identities of communities around the world.

What Is Material Culture in Sociology?

Before diving into specific examples, it’'s essential to grasp what
sociologists mean by material culture. It includes all the physical objects
humans use, produce, or modify to meet their needs and express their
identities. These objects can be anything from tools, clothing, buildings,
technology, art, and everyday household items.

Material culture acts as a reflection of social structure, economic systems,
and historical contexts. Through studying these objects, sociologists gain
insights into social hierarchies, cultural values, and collective memory. For
instance, a society’s architectural styles or modes of transportation reveal
much about its technological advancement, social organization, and
environmental adaptation.

Common Examples of Material Culture 1in
Sociology

1. Clothing and Fashion

One of the most visible examples of material culture is clothing. What people
wear often reflects cultural identity, social status, religious beliefs, and



historical periods. For example, traditional garments like the Japanese
kimono, Indian sari, or Scottish kilt carry deep cultural meanings and
histories.

In a modern context, fashion trends reveal social dynamics such as class
distinction, gender roles, and globalization. Denim jeans, once a symbol of
American working-class culture, have become a global fashion staple,
illustrating the spread and adaptation of material culture across societies.

2. Architecture and Built Environment

Buildings and urban design are profound examples of material culture.
Architectural styles—from ancient pyramids to contemporary
skyscrapers—illustrate technological capabilities, aesthetic values, and
social organization.

Religious structures, such as churches, mosques, and temples, also serve as
material culture, embodying spiritual beliefs and communal identity. Even the
layout of cities and public spaces reflects cultural priorities, such as the
emphasis on community in Mediterranean towns or individualism in sprawling
suburban developments.

3. Tools and Technology

Tools are perhaps the most fundamental forms of material culture. From
prehistoric stone tools to modern smartphones, tools reflect human ingenuity
and adaptation.

Technological artifacts, including vehicles, computers, and household
appliances, not only fulfill practical needs but also signify cultural values
such as efficiency, innovation, and connectivity. For example, the rise of
digital technology has transformed social interactions and cultural
consumption, illustrating the dynamic nature of material culture.

4. Art and Decorative Objects

Artworks, crafts, and decorative objects like pottery, sculptures, paintings,
and jewelry are rich examples of material culture. They serve both aesthetic
and symbolic functions, preserving cultural narratives and traditions.

In many indigenous cultures, art objects are integral to rituals and
storytelling, connecting the community to its history and cosmology. In
contemporary societies, art also plays a role in social commentary and
identity politics, showing how material culture evolves with social change.



5. Food and Culinary Artifacts

While food itself is perishable, the tools and items associated with food
production and consumption—-such as cooking utensils, dining ware, and
agricultural implements—are part of material culture.

For instance, the traditional tagine pots used in North African cuisine or
the sushi mats in Japan are not only functional but emblematic of cultural
heritage. These objects illustrate how material culture intersects with daily
life and social rituals.

The Role of Material Culture in Social Identity
and Group Belonging

Material culture plays a vital role in shaping social identity. Objects can
symbolize membership within a group, status, or cultural heritage. Consider
the significance of wedding rings, uniforms, or religious icons—these items
communicate belonging and social roles instantly.

Moreover, material culture often helps maintain cultural continuity. Museums,
monuments, and preserved artifacts serve as repositories of collective
memory, enabling societies to remember and celebrate their past. This
preservation also aids in cultural transmission across generations, ensuring
that traditions survive social transformations.

Material Culture as a Marker of Social Class

Material goods often reflect economic distinctions within societies. Luxury
items like designer clothing, high-end cars, or exclusive real estate become
markers of wealth and social status. Conversely, the absence or limited
access to certain material goods can highlight social inequalities.

Sociologists study how consumption patterns and ownership of material culture
reinforce or challenge existing social hierarchies. For example, the
phenomenon of “conspicuous consumption” demonstrates how material culture is
used to display status and power.

Material Culture and Globalization

Globalization has increased the circulation of material culture across
borders, leading to fascinating cultural exchanges and hybridization.
Products like smartphones, fast food, and fashion brands have become
ubiquitous worldwide, influencing local cultures in diverse ways.



However, this global exchange can also lead to cultural homogenization, where
distinctive local material cultures risk being overshadowed by dominant
global trends. At the same time, many communities adapt global material
culture to fit local meanings, creating unique blends that enrich cultural
diversity.

Examples of Material Culture in a Global Context

- The global spread of coffee culture demonstrates how a simple commodity can
transform social rituals, from Italian espresso bars to American Starbucks
chains.

- Traditional crafts such as Mexican textiles or African beadwork have found
international markets, helping to sustain cultural heritage while fostering
economic development.

- Digital devices like smartphones serve as tools for cultural expression,
social networking, and access to information, reshaping how material culture
is created and consumed.

Studying Material Culture: Methods and
Approaches

Sociologists use various methods to analyze material culture, including
ethnography, archaeology, and visual analysis. Ethnographic research involves
immersing in communities to understand how objects are used and interpreted
in daily life.

Material culture studies often intersect with anthropology and history,
providing a multidisciplinary perspective on human societies. Examining
objects in museums, archives, or even virtual spaces reveals changing
meanings over time.

Tips for Analyzing Material Culture

- Look beyond the object’s physical form and consider its social context: who
uses it, how, and why?

- Consider the symbolism and meanings attached to the object within the
culture.

- Pay attention to production methods and material sources, which can reveal
economic and environmental factors.

- Reflect on how material culture interacts with non-material culture, such
as beliefs and values.

By approaching material culture with curiosity and critical thinking, we open
up a rich field of inquiry into human experience.



Final Thoughts on the Importance of Material
Culture in Sociology

Understanding examples of material culture in sociology enriches our
appreciation of the everyday objects that shape our lives and societies.
These tangible artifacts are not just inert things; they are embedded with
meaning, history, and social significance.

Whether it’s a handcrafted piece of jewelry, a smartphone, or a monumental
building, material culture tells stories about who we are, where we come
from, and how we relate to one another. Exploring these examples encourages
us to see culture not just as abstract ideas but as lived reality, constantly
evolving through the objects we create and cherish.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is material culture in sociology?

Material culture in sociology refers to the physical objects, resources, and
spaces that people use to define their culture. These include tangible items
like tools, clothing, buildings, and artwork.

Can you provide examples of material culture in
everyday life?

Examples of material culture in everyday life include smartphones, cars,
clothing, furniture, buildings, and utensils. These objects reflect the
technological, economic, and social aspects of a culture.

How do artifacts represent material culture?

Artifacts are physical objects created and used by people that represent
their material culture. They embody cultural values, technological
advancements, and social practices of a society.

What role do technology and gadgets play in material
culture?

Technology and gadgets like computers, smartphones, and household appliances
are key components of material culture, showcasing a society's level of
technological development and influencing social interactions.

How does architecture reflect material culture?

Architecture reflects material culture by embodying a society's aesthetic



values, technological skills, and environmental adaptations. Examples include
traditional homes, monuments, and urban infrastructure.

Why is clothing considered a part of material
culture?

Clothing is part of material culture because it is a physical expression of
cultural identity, social status, and fashion trends. It can indicate
cultural heritage and societal norms.

How do museums help in understanding material
culture?

Museums collect, preserve, and display artifacts that represent a culture's
material heritage, allowing people to study and understand the historical and
social context of different societies.

Additional Resources

Examples of Material Culture in Sociology: An Investigative Review

Examples of material culture in sociology provide a critical lens through
which sociologists examine the tangible artifacts that embody the values,
beliefs, and social practices of different communities. Material culture, as
distinct from non-material culture, refers to the physical objects,
resources, and spaces that people use to define their culture. These objects
not only reflect technological advancements and aesthetic preferences but
also reveal underlying social norms, power structures, and historical
contexts. Understanding material culture is essential for sociologists aiming
to decode how societies interact with their environment and communicate
identity, status, and ideology.

Defining Material Culture in the Sociological
Context

Material culture encompasses all physical objects created or used by humans
that carry cultural significance. These artifacts range from everyday
household items to monumental architecture and digital devices. Unlike non-
material culture—which includes language, customs, and beliefs—material
culture is tangible and measurable, offering concrete evidence of cultural
practices. Sociologists analyze these objects not just for their functional
value but for what they symbolize within a social system.

The study of material culture enables a deeper understanding of how societies
evolve, adapt, and maintain continuity. For instance, the transition from



handcrafted tools to mass-produced goods highlights shifts in economic
systems and labor organization. Furthermore, material culture often reflects
social stratification, as possessions can signify wealth, class, or group
membership.

Core Examples of Material Culture in Sociology

1. Household Artifacts and Everyday Objects

One of the most accessible examples of material culture in sociology is
household items such as furniture, kitchenware, clothing, and personal
accessories. These objects provide insights into the daily lives and social
roles of individuals within a culture. For example, the design and
arrangement of furniture can indicate social hierarchies or gender roles
within a family unit. Similarly, clothing styles often reflect cultural
identity, economic status, and even political affiliations.

In many cultures, ritualistic objects used during ceremonies or religious
practices also form part of material culture, symbolizing collective values
and spiritual beliefs. These artifacts can be analyzed to understand cultural
continuity and transformation, especially when societies undergo rapid
modernization.

2. Architecture and Urban Planning

Architecture is a powerful expression of material culture that embodies
societal values, technological capabilities, and historical context. From
ancient pyramids to modern skyscrapers, buildings serve both functional and
symbolic purposes. Architectural styles can reflect political ideologies,
religious beliefs, and social stratification.

Urban planning and public spaces also fall under the umbrella of material
culture. The layout of cities, accessibility of public transportation, and
design of communal areas influence social interactions and community
cohesion. Sociologists often examine how material culture in urban
environments impacts social behaviors, segregation patterns, and cultural
integration.

3. Technology and Media Devices

In the digital age, technology represents a rapidly evolving facet of
material culture. Devices such as smartphones, computers, and televisions are
more than mere gadgets; they shape communication patterns, social networks,



and cultural consumption. Sociologists study how the proliferation of digital
technology alters human interaction, identity formation, and access to
information.

Media devices also serve as conduits for cultural transmission, allowing for
the globalization of certain material culture elements while simultaneously
fostering localized adaptations. The interaction between technology and
culture highlights tensions between innovation and tradition.

Material Culture and Social Stratification

Material possessions often act as markers of social status, illustrating the
intersection between material culture and social hierarchy. Luxury goods,
branded clothing, and high-end automobiles can signal wealth and prestige,
while limited access to these items may highlight economic disparities.

Sociological research has shown that consumer behavior and possession
patterns are influenced by class structures. For example, Pierre Bourdieu’s
concept of “cultural capital” includes material culture as a resource that
individuals use to gain social advantage. The display of certain material
objects can reinforce social divisions or facilitate upward mobility.

Material Culture as a Reflection of Identity and
Group Membership

Beyond economics, material culture plays a pivotal role in expressing
collective identity. Ethnic groups, religious communities, and subcultures
often use specific artifacts to distinguish themselves. Traditional clothing,
symbolic jewelry, or unique architectural styles serve as tangible markers of
belonging.

For immigrant communities, maintaining material culture from their country of
origin can be a way to preserve cultural heritage and resist assimilation
pressures. Conversely, the adoption or adaptation of new material culture
elements can indicate acculturation and hybrid identities.

Challenges in Studying Material Culture

While material culture provides rich data, its study presents methodological
challenges. Objects can have multiple interpretations depending on context,
and their meanings may evolve over time. Furthermore, the commodification of
culture complicates the distinction between authentic artifacts and mass-
produced imitations.



Sociologists must also consider the global flows of material culture,
including issues of cultural appropriation and the impact of globalization.
The dissemination of material goods across borders can lead to homogenization
or the creation of new hybrid cultural forms.

Examples of Material Culture in Contemporary
Sociological Research

Recent studies have explored consumer electronics as symbols of modern
identity, analyzing how smartphone ownership varies across socioeconomic
groups. Other research focuses on environmental design in workplaces,
investigating how office layouts and material surroundings affect
productivity and social interaction.

In heritage studies, material culture is central to debates about
preservation and representation, particularly regarding indigenous artifacts
and colonial histories. These inquiries highlight the ethical dimensions of
material culture and its role in shaping collective memory.

Conclusion: The Enduring Significance of
Material Culture

The examination of examples of material culture in sociology underscores the
profound connection between physical objects and social life. Through
artifacts, architecture, and technology, societies communicate values,
negotiate identities, and structure relationships. As the material world
continues to evolve, so too will the sociological understanding of culture,
providing ongoing insights into human behavior and social organization.

Examples Of Material Culture In Sociology
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Battani discuss: self and identity stratification the Other the cultural histories of modernity and
postmodernity production of culture the problem of the audience action, social movements, and
change. The authors advocate cultivating the sociological imagination by engaging myriad languages
and perspectives of the social sciences and humanities, while cultivating cultural studies by
developing the sociological imagination. Paying little respect to boundaries, and incorporating
fascinating examples, this book draws on diverse intellectual perspectives and a variety of topics
from various historical periods and regions of the world.

examples of material culture in sociology: An Introduction to Sociology K Dhanasekar,

examples of material culture in sociology: Fundamentals of Sociology Mr. Rohit Manglik,
2024-09-11 EduGorilla Publication is a trusted name in the education sector, committed to
empowering learners with high-quality study materials and resources. Specializing in competitive
exams and academic support, EduGorilla provides comprehensive and well-structured content
tailored to meet the needs of students across various streams and levels.

examples of material culture in sociology: Sociology David M. Newman, 2009-02-10 This
brief edition of David NewmanZs Sociology: Exploring the Architecture of Everyday Life provides
introductory sociology students an inviting, accessible introduction to the fascinating world of
sociology and the sociological imagination. Compelling personal and current examples will engage
students and help them to understand how sociology affects them in a personal and day-to-day
way.Key Featureslllustrates the social construction of society using vivid prose, current examples,
and fresh data Focuses on David NewmanZs signature compelling writing style as well as his
personal chapter-opening anecdotesuattributes that have already helped thousands of students learn
to think sociologically while being intellectually challengedBalances theory and current, relevant
research with engaging, up-to-date examples from a diverse variety of subgroups in U.S.
societylncludes visually striking chapter opening photographs to illustrate chapter concepts
Provides a value-priced, briefer text alternative, thus providing flexibility so instructors can assign
other readings, such as the Newman/ OZBrien Sociology: Exploring the Architecture of Everyday
Life Readings, Seventh Edition (©2008, ISBN: 978-1-4129-6150-9)Ancillaries Instructor Resources
on CD include a test bank, chapter summaries and outlines, Powerpoint slides, and more. Contact
SAGE Customer Care at 1-800-818-SAGE (7243), 6 am - 5 pm, PT, to request a copy (qualified
instructors only).A student study site at www.pineforge.com/newmanbriefstudy provides students
with a rich array of study resources, including exercises, e-flash cards, and links to video and audio
archives, along with carefully selected SAGE journal articles.

examples of material culture in sociology: The Oxford Handbook of Material Culture Studies
Dan Hicks, Mary C. Beaudry, 2010-09-02 Written by an international team of experts, the Handbook
makes accessible a full range of theoretical and applied approaches to the study of material culture,
and the place of materiality in social theory, presenting current thinking about material culture from
the fields of archaeology, anthropology, geography, and science and technology studies.

examples of material culture in sociology: Discover Sociology: Core Concepts Daina S.
Eglitis, William J. Chambliss, 2019-11-08 Discover Sociology: Core Concepts by Daina S. Eglitis and
William J. Chambliss explores sociology as a discipline of curious minds, with the theoretical,
conceptual, and empirical tools needed to understand, analyze, and even change the world. It is
adapted from Discover Sociology, Fourth Edition and offers in-depth coverage of 12 high-priority
topics that are at the core of almost all introductory sociology courses. The Second Edition of Core
Concepts maintains its reader-friendly narrative and the hallmark themes of the parent book,
including the unequal distribution of power in society (“Inequality Matters”), the sociological
imagination (“Private Lives, Public Issues”), career skills (“What Can I Do With a Sociology
Degree?”) and civil discourse (“Discover and Debate”). In response to reader’s requests, this edition
features expanded coverage of issues such as intersectionality, popular culture, and changes in the
contemporary population of college students in the U.S. Additionally, updated social indicators bring
in the latest data available from the U.S. Census Bureau, the Bureau of Labor Statistics, the Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention, and the Pew Research Center, among others, to ensure that



discussions and figures remain timely. Also available as a digital option (courseware). Contact your
sales rep to learn more about Essentials of Sociology, Fourth Edition - Vantage Digital Option.

examples of material culture in sociology: Power, Politics, and Society Betty A Dobratz,
2015-10-14 Power, Politics & Society: An Introduction to Political Sociology discusses how
sociologists have organized the study of politics into conceptual frameworks, and how each of these
frameworks foster a sociological perspective on power and politics in society. This includes
discussing how these frameworks can be applied to understanding current issues and other real life
aspects of politics. The authors connect with students by engaging them in activities where they
complete their own applications of theory, hypothesis testing, and forms of inquiry.

examples of material culture in sociology: Power, Politics, and Society Betty Dobratz, Lisa
Waldner, Timothy Buzzell, 2019-03-06 Power, Politics and Society: An Introduction to Political
Sociology discusses how sociologists have organized the study of politics into conceptual
frameworks, and how each of these frameworks foster a sociological perspective on power and
politics in society. This includes discussing how these frameworks can be applied to understanding
current issues and other real life aspects of politics. This second edition incorporates new material
on cultural divides in American politics, emerging roles for the state, the ongoing effects of the
Great Recession and recovery, the 2016 election, social media, and the various policies introduced
during the Trump administration and how they affect people’s lives.

examples of material culture in sociology: NCERT Sociology Class 11 Dr. Ravindranath
Mukherjee , Bharat Agarwal, 2025-01-09 Section-A : Introducing Sociology 1. Introducing Society :
Individual, Collectivities and plural Perspective 2. Emergence and Development of Sociology 3.
Nature and Scope of Sociology 4. Relationship of Sociology with other Social Science 5. Social
Groups 6. Status and Role 7. Social Stratification 8. Social Control 9. Family and Kinship 10.
Economic Institutions 11. Political Institutions 12. Religion : As a Social Institution 13. Education :
As an Institution 14. Culture, Values and Norms : Shared, Plural and Constested 15. Socialization :
Conformity, Conflict and the Shaping of Personality 16. Tools and Techniques of Field-Work :
Survey, Observation and interview 17. Significance of Field-Work in Sociology Section-B :
Understanding Society 1. Social Structure 2. Social Process : Co-Operation, Competition and
Conflict 3. Social Stratification : Class, Caste, Race and Gender 4. Social Change : Types, Dimension,
Causes and Consequences 5. Social Order : Domination, Authority and Law 6. Contestation, Crime
and Violence 7. Village, Town and City : Changes in Rural and Urban Society 8. Ecology and Society
9. Environmental Crisis and Social Responses 10. Karl Marx on Class Conflict 11. Emile Durkheim on
Division of Labour 12. Max Weber on Bureaucracy 13. G. S. Ghurye : Caste and Race 14. D. P.
Mukherji : Tradition and Change 15. A. R. Desai : View on State 16. Views of M. N. Srinivas on the
Village Latest Model Paper (BSEB) with OMR Sheet Board Examination Paper (With OMR sheet)

examples of material culture in sociology: Sociology and Economics for Engineers Premvir
Kapoor, The book will help the students to understand variety of economics and sociological issues
and concepts. It shall provide to them an insight and knowledge to understand the impact of
developments in business and society. The book will meet the requirements of the engineers to
evaluate the comparison of alternatives that involve spending money and their likely outcomes.

examples of material culture in sociology: The SAGE Encyclopedia of the Sociology of
Religion Adam Possamai, Anthony J. Blasi, 2020-02-14 The SAGE Encyclopedia of the Sociology of
Religion takes a look at the role of religion in society; unpacking and evaluating the significance of
religion in and on human history; and tracing and outlining the social forces and influences that
shape religion.

examples of material culture in sociology: Qualitative Communication Research
Methods Thomas R. Lindlof, Bryan C. Taylor, SAGE Publications, Inc., 2017-11-01 This is the best
qualitative methods book I've seen, especially among books aimed at undergraduate audiences.
—Michael Irvin Arrington, Indiana State University Qualitative Communication Research Methods,
Fourth Edition introduces readers to qualitative research in speech and mass communication.
Award-winning scholars and authors Thomas R. Lindlof and Bryan C. Taylor guide readers through




every step of the qualitative process, from developing research topics and questions through writing
a final report. Readers are given numerous examples of work in the field to illustrate how studies are
designed, carried out, written, evaluated, and related to theory. In addition to covering the theories
and methods currently used in qualitative communication research, the authors also discuss
important trends influencing the future of that research, helping readers make informed judgments
about the significance and consequences of recent trends. New to the Fourth Edition: A new chapter
titled The Diversity of Qualitative Research in Communication Subfields provides readers with a
complete guide to the field’s distinctive subfields and enables readers to identify the research
agenda that best represents their own interests. Two rising subfields - Political Communication and
Communication Activism - were added, resulting in thirteen subfields covered. Two major phases of
data analysis have been split into separate chapters, enabling readers to concentrate on the initial
steps of analysis before moving on to the interpretation phase of analysis. Discussions of important
intellectual and institutional trends currently reshaping the landscape of qualitative research,
including Materialist Theory, Big Data, and Open-Access publishing, provide readers with
cutting-edge knowledge and skills that affect what they study and how they study it. An analysis of
new developments in media and technology shows readers how social media networks and other
digital platforms are not only topics of research, but also the means for collecting and analyzing
data.

examples of material culture in sociology: The Nature and Types of Sociological Theory Don
Martindale, 2013-11-05 First Published in 1998. This is Volume XI of twenty-two in a series on Social
Theory and Methodology. Notions are widespread that sociological theory is either an industrious
activity on the drawing boards of the architects of fantasy or a branch of esoterics operating in a
shadowy realm of semi-darkness. The present study holds neither of these conceptions of
sociological. The present study’s function is to illuminate the difference between one theory and
another. The power and reliability of a theory are not always evident all at once. A theory may have a
power to explain what was not originally anticipated; it may also disclose the existence of problems
it cannot explain.

examples of material culture in sociology: Sociology of Education PAPER- EDN: 1.1
M.A. SEMESTER 1 DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION BODOLAND UNIVERSITY KHRITISH
SWARGIARY, 2025-05-01 As the author of Sociology of Education, I am delighted to present this
book, crafted specifically for the M.A. Semester 1 students of Bodoland University under the
Department of Education (Paper EDN: 1.1). The field of sociology of education holds immense
significance in understanding the intricate interplay between education and societal structures. My
motivation for writing this book stems from a deep conviction that education is not merely an
academic pursuit but a transformative social process that shapes individuals and societies alike. This
book is designed to provide a comprehensive exploration of the sociological foundations of
education, offering students a lens to critically analyze how social systems, cultural dynamics, and
inequalities influence educational processes and outcomes. It aims to bridge theoretical insights
with practical implications, equipping students with the knowledge to navigate the complexities of
education in diverse social contexts, particularly within the Indian framework. The preface of this
book serves as an invitation to engage with the sociological dimensions of education in a structured
yet thought-provoking manner. The content has been meticulously organized to align with the course
objectives, ensuring that students not only grasp the theoretical underpinnings of sociology of
education but also appreciate its relevance in addressing real-world educational challenges. Drawing
from my academic and professional experiences, I have woven together classical and contemporary
sociological perspectives to make the subject accessible and meaningful. Special attention has been
given to the Indian social context, with discussions on caste, class, gender, and regional disparities,
making this book a valuable resource for understanding education’s role in fostering social equity
and mobility. I hope this book inspires students to reflect critically on the social forces shaping
education and empowers them to contribute to a more inclusive and progressive educational
landscape. Khritish Swargiary (2025)



examples of material culture in sociology: Developments in American Sociological Theory,
1915-1950 Roscoe C. Hinkle, 1994-07-01 This book presents a comprehensive, extended, and
systematic analysis of social theory as it developed between the two World Wars, a period during
which major transformation occurred. Centering on the continuities, on the one hand, and
discontinuities on the other, in substantive theory, it deals with the major ideas of Cooley, Ellwood,
Park, Thomas, Ogburn, Bernard, Chapin, Mead, Faris, Hankins, Maclver, Reuter, Lundberg, H. P.
Becker, Parsons, Znaniecki, Sorokin, and Blumer. Finally, the problematic relevancy of the past for
the present is directly confronted. The author examines how basic assumptions of theory in
particular periods have used relatively unique schema and generated considerable controversy.

examples of material culture in sociology: Culture Change in India B. K. Nagla,
Kameshwar Choudhary, 2024-03-05 This book studies the different dimensions of culture change in
India. It covers important strands of the ancient and modern intellectual traditions of India and the
socio-cultural changes that the country underwent during the colonial, post-independence
modernization, and globalization periods in the country. In this context, the authors examine some of
the major aspects of culture change observed at the institutional level across the country. They also
touch upon cultural diversity and multiculturalism in India and Europe, as well as the dilemmas
faced by diasporic Indians in North America. Lucid and topical, this book will be an essential read
for students and scholars of sociology, sociology of culture, history, political science, cultural
anthropology, Indian sociology, social anthropology, cultural studies, and South Asian studies.

examples of material culture in sociology: Ebook: Sociology: A Brief Introduction
Schaefer, 2014-10-16 Ebook: Sociology: A Brief Introduction

examples of material culture in sociology: Introducing Sociology Using the Stuff of Everyday
Life Josee Johnston, Kate Cairns, Shyon Baumann, 2017-01-06 The challenges of teaching a
successful introductory sociology course today demand materials from a publisher very different
from the norm. Texts that are organized the way the discipline structures itself intellectually no
longer connect with the majority of student learners. This is not an issue of pandering to students or
otherwise seeking the lowest common denominator. On the contrary, it is a question of again making
the practice of sociological thinking meaningful, rigorous, and relevant to today’s world of
undergraduates. This comparatively concise, highly visual, and affordable book offers a refreshingly
new way forward to reach students, using one of the most powerful tools in a sociologist’s teaching
arsenal—the familiar stuff in students’ everyday lives throughout the world: the jeans they wear to
class, the coffee they drink each morning, or the phones their professors tell them to put away
during lectures. A focus on consumer culture, seeing the strange in the familiar, is not only
interesting for students; it is also (the authors suggest) pedagogically superior to more traditional
approaches. By engaging students through their stuff, this book moves beyond teaching about
sociology to helping instructors teach the practice of sociological thinking. It moves beyond
describing what sociology is, so that students can practice what sociological thinking can do. This
pedagogy also posits a relationship between teacher and learner that is bi-directional. Many
students feel a sense of authority in various areas of consumer culture, and they often enjoy sharing
their knowledge with fellow students and with their instructor. Opening up the sociology classroom
to discussion of these topics validates students’ expertise on their own life-worlds. Teachers, in turn,
gain insight from the goods, services, and cultural expectations that shape students’ lives. While
innovative, the book has been carefully crafted to make it as useful and flexible as possible for
identifies core sociological concepts covered so that a traditional syllabus as well as individual
lectures can easily be maintained. Theory, method, and active learning exercises in every chapter
constantly encourage the sociological imagination as well as the doing of sociology.

examples of material culture in sociology: Think Sociology John Carl, Sarah Baker, Brady
Robards, John Scott, Wendy Hillman, Geoffrey Lawrence, 2011-08-16 THINK Currency. THINK
Issues. THINK Relevancy. THINK Sociology. With an engaging visual design and just 15 chapters,
THINK Sociology is the Australian Sociology text your students will want to read. This text thinks



their thoughts, speaks their language, grapples with the current-day problems they face, and
grounds sociology in real world experiences. THINK Sociology is informed with the latest research
and the most contemporary examples, allowing you to bring current events directly into your unit
with little additional work.

examples of material culture in sociology: Measuring Police Subcultural Perceptions Zheng
Chen, 2015-11-21 Using survey data collected from 382 Chinese police officers training in a Chinese
police university, this research is the first empirical study to describe Chinese police perceptions of
subcultural topics, including the role of crime fighting and community service, cynicism, isolation,
solidarity, receptivity to change and traditionalism. This book describes the research method
adopted in this study and the findings together with comparisons with Western police cultural
studies. In addition, it covers an extensive review of Chinese policing history and evolution of
policing strategies, and a review of police subcultural themes and their potential determinants on
the basis of Western studies, making it both beneficial and of interest for researchers and
practitioners who would like to know more about contemporary policing in China. This book
provides readers with insights into a little-investigated area of policing - the perceptions of Chinese
frontline police. It also makes it easy to compare the similarities and differences between police
perceptions in China and the West.
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