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Expository Writing Course Online: Unlocking the Power of Clear Communication

Expository writing course online has become increasingly popular as more people recognize the
importance of clear, concise, and informative writing in both academic and professional settings.
Whether you're a student aiming to improve your essay skills, a professional looking to enhance your
report writing, or simply someone who wants to express ideas more effectively, an expository writing
course online can be a game-changer. These courses are designed to teach you how to explain
complex ideas in a straightforward manner, making your writing accessible and engaging.

Understanding the Basics of Expository Writing

Before diving into the benefits of taking an expository writing course online, it’s helpful to
understand what expository writing really involves. At its core, expository writing is all about
explaining, describing, or informing. Unlike persuasive or narrative writing, its primary goal is to
present facts and information clearly and logically, without the writer’s opinion influencing the
content.

Why Choose an Expository Writing Course Online?

Flexibility and Convenience

One of the greatest advantages of enrolling in an expository writing course online is flexibility. You
can learn at your own pace, fitting lessons around your schedule whether you are working full-time,
studying, or managing family commitments. Plus, online platforms offer access to a wealth of
resources, interactive exercises, and direct feedback from instructors without geographical
limitations.

Comprehensive Curriculum Tailored to Your Needs

Many online expository writing courses are designed to cover everything from the fundamentals to
advanced writing techniques. This means you’ll not only learn how to structure your writing
effectively but also how to research, organize information, and use evidence to support your
explanations. Some courses even offer specialized modules focusing on writing for specific fields
such as science, business, or education.

Improving Critical Thinking and Analytical Skills

Expository writing requires more than just putting words on paper; it involves analyzing information
and presenting it logically. Through an expository writing course online, you'll develop critical
thinking skills that help you evaluate sources, identify key points, and organize your thoughts
coherently. These skills are invaluable not only in writing but in problem-solving and decision-
making in everyday life.



What to Expect from an Expository Writing Course
Online

Engaging Lessons and Practical Exercises

Most courses offer a mix of video lectures, readings, and writing assignments that progressively
build your skills. For example, you might start by learning how to craft a strong thesis statement or
topic sentence, then move on to outlining your essay, and finally practice writing clear, cohesive
paragraphs backed by evidence.

Personalized Feedback and Peer Review

A significant benefit of many online writing courses is the opportunity to receive feedback from
experienced instructors and peers. This feedback helps you understand your strengths and areas for
improvement, offering concrete suggestions to enhance your writing style, grammar, and clarity.

Mastering Essential Writing Techniques

- *Thesis Development:** Creating a clear, concise thesis statement that guides the entire piece.
- *Qrganization:** Structuring essays with a logical flow, including introduction, body, and
conclusion.

- **Use of Evidence:** Incorporating facts, statistics, and examples to support your explanations.
- ¥**Clarity and Conciseness:** Avoiding unnecessary jargon and complex sentences to maintain
reader engagement.

- **Transitions:** Using effective transition words and phrases to connect ideas smoothly.

How to Choose the Right Expository Writing Course
Online

With so many options available, selecting the best expository writing course online can be
overwhelming. Here are some tips to help you make an informed decision:

Consider Your Goals

Are you looking to improve academic writing, enhance your business communication, or simply
become a better writer? Understanding your objectives will help you find a course that matches your
needs.

Check Course Content and Structure

Look for courses that offer a comprehensive syllabus covering all aspects of expository writing.



Interactive elements like quizzes, assignments, and peer discussions can enrich your learning
experience.

Read Reviews and Testimonials

Feedback from previous students can provide valuable insights into the quality of instruction and
course materials.

Evaluate Instructor Credentials

Experienced instructors with backgrounds in writing, teaching, or related fields often provide
higher-quality guidance.

Additional Tips for Success in an Expository Writing
Course Online

Practice Regularly

Writing is a skill that improves with practice. Engage actively with assignments and try writing
beyond the coursework to refine your abilities.

Seek Constructive Criticism

Don’t shy away from feedback; instead, use it as a tool for growth. Consider joining online writing
communities for additional support.

Read Widely

Reading expository essays, articles, and reports can expose you to different writing styles and
techniques, broadening your understanding.

Utilize Supplementary Resources

Many courses provide additional materials such as grammar guides, style manuals, and research
tips. Make the most of these to deepen your knowledge.



The Growing Importance of Expository Writing SKkills

In today’s information-rich world, the ability to communicate ideas clearly is more vital than ever.
Whether you're drafting a business proposal, writing a research paper, or creating instructional
content, expository writing skills enable you to convey information effectively, ensuring your
audience understands and values your message.

By enrolling in an expository writing course online, you invest in a skillset that enhances your
academic performance, professional competence, and personal expression. The structured guidance,
practice opportunities, and expert feedback offered by these courses make them an excellent choice
for anyone eager to master the art of clear, informative writing.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is an expository writing course online?

An expository writing course online is a digital class designed to teach students how to write clear,
concise, and informative essays that explain or inform about a particular topic.

Who can benefit from taking an expository writing course
online?

Students, professionals, and anyone looking to improve their writing skills, particularly in explaining
ideas clearly and effectively, can benefit from an expository writing course online.

What topics are typically covered in an expository writing
course online?

Typical topics include structuring essays, developing thesis statements, using evidence and
examples, writing clear paragraphs, and mastering various types of expository essays such as
compare and contrast, cause and effect, and process analysis.

Are there free expository writing courses available online?

Yes, many platforms such as Coursera, edX, and Khan Academy offer free or audit options for
expository writing courses online, allowing learners to access quality materials at no cost.

How long does an expository writing course online usually
take?

The duration varies, but most expository writing courses online can be completed in 4 to 8 weeks,
depending on the course structure and time commitment.



Can I get a certification after completing an expository writing
course online?

Many online courses offer certificates of completion which can be added to resumes or LinkedIn
profiles; however, certification availability depends on the course provider and whether it is a paid
or free course.

What skills will I gain from an expository writing course
online?

You will gain skills in clear and structured writing, critical thinking, research, organizing ideas
logically, and effectively communicating complex information.

How do expository writing courses online differ from general
writing courses?

Expository writing courses focus specifically on explaining and informing through writing, whereas
general writing courses may cover a broader range of styles including creative, persuasive, and
narrative writing.

What are some recommended platforms to take an expository
writing course online?

Recommended platforms include Coursera, Udemy, edX, Khan Academy, and LinkedIn Learning,
which offer a variety of expository writing courses suited for different skill levels.

Additional Resources

Expository Writing Course Online: A Critical Exploration of Digital Learning for Clear and Effective
Communication

expository writing course online offerings have surged in popularity as professionals, students,
and writers seek to refine their ability to convey information clearly and logically. The digital shift in
education has made access to specialized writing instruction more convenient, prompting an
investigation into how these courses deliver value, their instructional design, and their effectiveness
in enhancing expository writing skills.

Why Choose an Expository Writing Course Online?

The demand for strong expository writing skills spans academic, professional, and creative fields.
Expository writing, characterized by its objective, explanatory nature, is foundational for essays,
reports, articles, and instructional content. An online course dedicated to this style promises
flexibility and targeted learning, ideal for learners juggling multiple commitments.

Online platforms offer the advantage of self-paced modules, interactive assignments, and immediate



feedback through digital tools. This accessibility broadens participation beyond traditional classroom
settings. However, the quality and depth of instruction vary widely across providers, making it
crucial to evaluate course content, teaching methodologies, and outcomes.

Core Components of Effective Online Expository Writing
Courses

Successful expository writing courses online typically include several key elements:

e Structured Curriculum: Covering fundamentals such as thesis development, logical
organization, evidence integration, and clarity of expression.

e Practical Exercises: Writing assignments that progressively build skills and simulate real-
world writing tasks.

¢ Feedback Mechanisms: Peer reviews, instructor critiques, and automated grammar checks
to refine technique.

¢ Resource Accessibility: Supplementary materials like style guides, sample essays, and
reading lists.

¢ Engagement Tools: Discussion forums, live webinars, and Q&A sessions to foster interaction.

These components work together to create an immersive learning environment, even without face-
to-face interaction.

Comparing Popular Platforms Offering Expository
Writing Courses Online

Several online education platforms have emerged as leaders in writing instruction. Among them,
Coursera, Udemy, edX, and LinkedIn Learning stand out for their diverse course offerings and
reputations.

Coursera

Coursera partners with universities to offer academically rigorous writing courses. Its expository
writing classes often integrate video lectures, peer-reviewed assignments, and capstone projects.
Courses such as "Academic English: Writing Specialization" by the University of California Irvine
emphasize clear exposition and critical thinking.



Udemy

Udemy provides a wide range of expository writing courses, catering to various skill levels and
professional needs. The platform’s flexibility allows learners to purchase individual courses, often
featuring lifetime access. However, quality can vary since courses are instructor-led without
institutional oversight.

edX

edX offers university-level courses with a focus on academic writing skills, including expository
techniques. Their professional certificates in writing combine theory and practice, appealing to
students aiming to improve in academic or business contexts.

LinkedIn Learning

LinkedIn Learning targets professionals seeking to enhance business communication skills. Its
expository writing courses focus on clarity, conciseness, and structured reporting, often integrating
real-world examples from workplace settings.

Pros and Cons of Taking an Expository Writing Course
Online

Weighing the benefits and drawbacks helps potential learners make informed decisions.
Advantages

¢ Flexibility: Study anytime, anywhere, accommodating diverse schedules.
e Cost-Effectiveness: Many courses are free or affordable compared to traditional education.
* Wide Range of Resources: Access to multimedia content and global perspectives.

 Skill Specialization: Focused modules on expository techniques, including structure, clarity,
and analysis.

Challenges



e Lack of Personalized Attention: Limited one-on-one interaction may hinder tailored
feedback.

e Self-Discipline Required: Learners must motivate themselves to complete coursework.
e Variable Quality: Courses differ widely in rigor and depth.

e Technology Barriers: Requires reliable internet access and basic digital literacy.

How Expository Writing Courses Online Enhance
Communication SKkills

Expository writing focuses on informing or explaining rather than persuading or entertaining. Online
courses guide learners through the mechanics of crafting clear, concise, and logically structured
texts. This includes mastering thesis statements, topic sentences, supporting evidence, and
transitions.

Moreover, these courses often emphasize audience awareness, teaching writers to tailor information
for clarity and engagement. Through iterative writing exercises and critiques, learners develop
confidence in presenting complex information accessibly—an essential skill in academia, journalism,
technical writing, and business communication.

Integrating Technology and Pedagogy

Many online expository writing courses leverage advanced tools such as Al-based grammar
checkers, plagiarism detectors, and interactive writing labs. These technologies complement
traditional writing instruction by providing instant feedback and enabling learners to practice
editing skills.

Furthermore, platforms may use discussion boards and peer review systems to simulate classroom
dynamics, fostering critical analysis and collaborative learning.

Trends Shaping the Future of Online Expository
Writing Education

As digital education evolves, expository writing courses online are expected to incorporate adaptive
learning algorithms that personalize content based on learner progress. Additionally, integration
with multimedia content creation—such as infographics and video scripts—reflects the expanding
definition of expository communication in the digital age.

The rise of micro-credentialing allows learners to earn badges or certificates that validate specific
writing competencies, enhancing employability. Furthermore, growing emphasis on cross-cultural



communication skills ensures that expository writing instruction remains relevant in global contexts.

In sum, the landscape of expository writing education online is dynamic, shaped by technological
innovation and changing communication demands. For learners seeking to improve their ability to
explain ideas effectively, these courses offer a promising avenue—provided they carefully select
programs aligned with their goals and learning preferences.

Expository Writing Course Online
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expository writing course online: Writing in Online Courses Phoebe Jackson, Christopher
Weaver, 2018-06-25 For scholars interested in the intersection of writing and online instruction,
Writing in Online Courses: How the Online Environment Shapes Writing and Practice examines both
the theoretical and practical implications of writing in online courses. The essays in this collection
reflect upon what the authors have learned about the synergistic way that writing helps to shape
online instruction and how online instruction helps to shape the writing process. While many
educators continue to question the reasons for teaching online, these essays demonstrate the useful
ways in which it enhances and informs student writing and learning. From the vantage point of
different disciplines, the authors examine how the writing process is revealed and changed when it
is placed at the center of an online learning environment. These scholars and practitioners attest to
the multiple ways that teaching online has enabled them to rethink how writing functions in their
classes, allowing them to pursue educational goals and student outcomes that may have been more
difficult or even impossible to pursue in the traditional classroom. Perfect for courses in: Writing and
Emerging Technologies, English Online, Topics in Composition and Rhetoric, Approaches to
Teaching Writing, Technology in the Classroom, Educational Technology for Teaching and Learning,
Foundations of Distance Education, Composition Theory, Introduction to Rhetoric and Composition,
Writing and the Teaching of Writing.

expository writing course online: Learning Engineering for Online Education Chris Dede,
John Richards, Bror Saxberg, 2018-10-12 Learning Engineering for Online Education is a
comprehensive overview of the emerging field of learning engineering, a form of educational
optimization driven by analytics, design-based research, and fast-paced, large-scale experimentation.
Chapters written by instructional design and distance learning innovators explore the theoretical
context of learning engineering and provide design-based examples from top educational
institutions. Concluding with an agenda for future research, this volume is essential for those
interested in using data and high-quality outcome evidence to improve student engagement,
instructional efficacy, and results in online and blended settings.

expository writing course online: Online and Distance Learning: Concepts, Methodologies,
Tools, and Applications Tomei, Lawrence A., 2007-07-31 This comprehensive, six-volume collection
addresses all aspects of online and distance learning, including information communication
technologies applied to education, virtual classrooms, pedagogical systems, Web-based learning,
library information systems, virtual universities, and more. It enables libraries to provide a
foundational reference to meet the information needs of researchers, educators, practitioners,
administrators, and other stakeholders in online and distance learning--Provided by publisher.
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expository writing course online: High-Impact Design for Online Courses Bethany Simunich,
Andrea Gregg, Penny Ralston-Berg, 2024-02-14 High-Impact Design for Online Courses introduces
higher education professionals to an eight-step course design model, HIDOC, that leverages the
unique considerations of online and hybrid modalities at each stage in the process. Though relevant
to and informed by instructional designers and educational technologists, this book is specifically
geared toward faculty who lack the administrative and technical supports they need to thrive in the
new normal. Each chapter includes step-by-step guidance on learner analysis, course structure,
appropriate activities and assessments, continuous improvement, and other key elements of a
successful digital course. Teachers across disciplines and levels of experience will come away newly
inspired and motivated with fresh insights into planning and drafting, practical tips for pedagogy
and design, opportunities for self-reflection and course revision, and implications for
learner-centered delivery.

expository writing course online: English Studies Online Willam P. Banks, Susan Spangler,
2021-06-19 English Studies Online: Programs, Practices, Possibilities represents a collection of
essays by established teacher-scholars across English Studies who offer critical commentary on how
they have worked to create and sustain high-impact online programs (majors, minors, certificates)
and courses in the field. Ultimately, these chapters explore the programs and classroom practices
that can help faculty across English Studies to think carefully and critically about the changes that
online education affords us, the rich possibilities such courses and programs bring, and some
potential problems they can introduce into our department and college ecologies. By highlighting
both innovative pedagogies and hybrid methods, the authors in our collection demonstrate how we
might engage these changes more productively. Divided into three interrelated conversations —
practices, programs, and possibilities — the essays in this collection demonstrate some of the
innovative pedagogical work going on in English departments around the United States in order to
highlight how both hybrid and fully online programs in English Studies can help us to more
meaningfully and purposefully enact the values of a liberal arts education. This collection serves as
both a cautionary history of teaching practices and programs that have developed in English Studies
and a space to support faculty and administrators in making the case for why and how humanities
disciplines can be important contributors to digital teaching and learning. Contributors include
Joanne Addison, William P. Banks, Lisa Beckelhimer, Dev K. Bose, Elizabeth Burrows, Amy Cicchino,
Erin A. Frost, Heidi Skurat Harris, John Havard, Marcela Hebbard, Stephanie Hedge, Ashley ]J.
Holmes, George Jensen, Karen Kuralt, Michele Griegel-McCord, Samantha McNeilly, Lilian Mina,
Catrina Mitchum, Janine Morris, Michael Neal, Cynthia Nitz Ris, Rochelle Rodrigo, Cecilia Shelton,
Susan Spangler, Katelyn Stark, Eric Sterling, and Richard C. Taylor.

expository writing course online: Discussion-Based Online Teaching To Enhance Student
Learning Tisha Bender, 2023-07-03 The new edition of what is now considered a classic on online
learning has been expanded by about a third to reflect new opportunities offered by social media,
new insights and ideas derived from the author’s teaching in the eight years since she wrote the first
edition, as well as from extensive research in the latest literature. In particular, Tisha Bender
investigates whether the existing paradigm of teaching and learning has been changed, not so much
because of the advent of the Internet, but because of the potential divide between the expectations
and practices of students who are “digital natives” of the digital revolution, and those of their
teachers who are mostly “digital immigrants”. She addresses the question: do we need to change the
way we teach in order to reach and engage digital natives fruitfully and enjoyably in their
education.This accessible and comprehensive book offers an engaging and practical approach to
online teaching that is rooted in the author's experience and enthusiasm for creating a virtual
environment that engages students and fosters their deep learning. This is a book for all educators
and administrators in higher education, in any discipline, engaged in, or contemplating offering,
online classes that involve discussion or collaborative learning. It is relevant both to faculty teaching
a hybrid and face-to-face classes, and courses conducted entirely online.

expository writing course online: Directory of Distance Learning Opportunities Modoc



Press, Inc., 2003-02-28 This book provides an overview of current K-12 courses and programs
offered in the United States as correspondence study, or via such electronic delivery systems as
satellite, cable, or the Internet. The Directory includes over 6,000 courses offered by 154 institutions
or distance learning consortium members. Following an introduction that describes existing
practices and delivery methods, the Directory offers three indexes: * Subject Index of Courses
Offered, by Level ¢ Course Level Index * Geographic Index All information was supplied by the
institutions. Entries include current contact information, a description of the institution and the
courses offered, grade level and admission information, tuition and fee information, enrollment
periods, delivery information, equipment requirements, credit and grading information, library
services, and accreditation.

expository writing course online: Engaging 21st Century Writers with Social Media
Bryant, Kendra N., 2016-08-23 Basic composition courses have become a fundamental requirement
for the major of university degrees available today. These classes allow students to enhance their
critical thinking, writing, and reading skills; however, frequent use of technology and online activity
can be detrimental to students’ comprehension. Engaging 21st Century Writers with Social Media is
a pivotal reference source for the latest research on the integration of social media platforms into
academic writing classes, focusing on how such technology encourages writing and enables students
to grasp basic composition skills in classroom settings. Highlighting emerging theoretical
foundations and pedagogical practices, this book is ideally designed for educators, upper-level
students, researchers, and academic professionals.

expository writing course online: Adult Learning for Self and Relational Growth (ALG) Isabel
Borras, 2016-03-22 This book describes an adult non-formal learning model, Adult Learning for Self
and Relational Growth (ALG), aimed at promoting adults’ development in autonomy and
interdependence, from early adulthood to old age. Grounded on tenets from cognitive psychology,
philosophy, sociology, and adult education, the model assumes that human development is propelled
by two psychological needs, personal betterment and social belonging, and that the materialization
of such development requires on the one hand, the exercise of human thought abilities like
reflectivity, generativity, and creativity, and on the other, a milieu enabling such exercise. To
address those requirements, the model proposes a conviviality-oriented instructional approach with
three learning venues (Explorations, Enrichments, and Creations) featuring a variety of illustrative
courses and projects. The approach offers adults opportunities to access and share information and
knowledge leading to critical reflection on their beliefs and value systems, as well as opportunities to
use their creativity and generativity to express their ideas and feelings, and to act for the common
good. Attainment of the instructional approach’s objectives, both age-related and general (Cultivate,
Cope and Care), could help adults achieve a decentralized personalist perspective on development. A
perspective that, based on personal valuation and justification of individual growth with and by the
growth of others, could result in adults’ greater self-determination, humanness, and capacity for
social change. The book also describes and justifies the makeup of the model’s target population and
the learning centers suitable for its implementation.

expository writing course online: Special Warfare , 2009

expository writing course online: Private Secondary Schools Peterson's, 2011-05-01
Peterson's Private Secondary Schools is everything parents need to find the right private secondary
school for their child. This valuable resource allows students and parents to compare and select from
more that 1,500 schools in the U.S. and Canada, and around the world. Schools featured include
independent day schools, special needs schools, and boarding schools (including junior boarding
schools for middle-school students). Helpful information listed for each of these schools include:
school's area of specialization, setting, affiliation, accreditation, tuition, financial aid, student body,
faculty, academic programs, social life, admission information, contacts, and more. Also includes
helpful articles on the merits of private education, planning a successful school search, searching for
private schools online, finding the perfect match, paying for a private education, tips for taking the
necessary standardized tests, semester programs and understanding the private schools' admission



application form and process.

expository writing course online: Striving for Excellence , 2000

expository writing course online: Organic Writing Assessment Bob Broad, Linda
Adler-Kassner, Barry Alford, Jane Detweiler, Heidi Estrem, Susanmarie Harrington, Maureen
McBride, Eric Stalions, Scott Weeden, 2009-09-01 Educators strive to create “assessment cultures”
in which they integrate evaluation into teaching and learning and match assessment methods with
best instructional practice. But how do teachers and administrators discover and negotiate the
values that underlie their evaluations? Bob Broad’s 2003 volume, What We Really Value, introduced
dynamic criteria mapping (DCM) as a method for eliciting locally-informed, context-sensitive criteria
for writing assessments. The impact of DCM on assessment practice is beginning to emerge as more
and more writing departments and programs adopt, adapt, or experiment with DCM approaches. For
the authors of Organic Writing Assessment, the DCM experience provided not only an authentic
assessment of their own programs, but a nuanced language through which they can converse in the
always vexing, potentially divisive realm of assessment theory and practice. Of equal interest are the
adaptations these writers invented for Broad'’s original process, to make DCM even more responsive
to local needs and exigencies. Organic Writing Assessment represents an important step in the
evolution of writing assessment in higher education. This volume documents the second generation
of an assessment model that is regarded as scrupulously consistent with current theory; it shows
DCM’s flexibility, and presents an informed discussion of its limits and its potentials.

expository writing course online: Writing for Wellbeing Katrin Den Elzen, Reinekke Lengelle,
2023-07-07 Writing can support our wellbeing even under the most difficult life circumstances,
helping us to adapt to significant change, make sense of loss, improve our physical and emotional
resilience, and foster personal growth. Numerous studies of Expressive Writing have confirmed this,
and there are other established methodologies for practice. However, to date, few accounts have
offered detailed descriptions showing how and why putting pen to paper can be so beneficial. This
book delves deeply into the landscape of Writing-for-wellbeing and demonstrates the transformative
power of writing in a wide range of contexts. Topics include personal trauma narratives within the
Humanities; a participatory Writing-for-wellbeing study that demonstrates the effectiveness of
writing in the context of grief and loss; surprise as the hidden mainspring of poetry's therapeutic
potency; the empowerment and healing potential offered by Black women'’s blogs; playwriting
positioning LGBTQIA+ identities as positive through stories of belonging; how writing workshops
have helped newly literate Indigenous adults and other participants in the Australian outback; and
how the smuggled writings of Behrouz Boochani have enabled global witnessing of the stories of
refugees held in offshore detention. This resource sets out the theory and research at the foundation
of Writing-for-wellbeing in close relation to full and engaging accounts of practice. It aims to make
the topic accessible and affirms its place as an effective reconstructive practice alongside other
expressive arts therapies, providing a holistic and inspiring resource for anyone wishing to practice,
teach, or research Writing-for-wellbeing.

expository writing course online: Paying for college United States. Congress. House.
Committee on Education and the Workforce. Subcommittee on 21st Century Competitiveness, 2006

expository writing course online: New Directions in Language Learning Psychology Christina
Gkonou, Dietmar Tatzl, Sarah Mercer, 2015-11-27 This book explores potential new directions in the
growing field of language learning psychology. The individual chapters cover theoretical and
conceptual developments and innovative methodological designs, while also exploring practical
implications. Language learning psychology is a vibrant field of research that typically involves
constructs from social and educational psychology, which it considers in terms of their relevance for
the domain of language learning. The diverse theoretical and empirical chapters examine a range of
familiar and lesser-known constructs, highlighting the importance of taking into account both
learner and teacher psychologies, and recognising the complexity, dynamism and situatedness of
psychological constructs, as well as the value of employing diverse research methodologies. It is
hoped that these ‘new directions’ concerning populations, constructs and theoretical and



methodological frameworks will pave the way for innovative future developments in this vibrant
field.

expository writing course online: Reference Assessment and Evaluation Tom Diamond,
Mark Sanders, 2013-02-01 Learn effective ways to assess and evaluate reference services in YOUR
library Innovation and the constant evolution of technology continually spur academic librarians to
find superior ways to deliver high quality reference service to students, faculty, and researchers.
Reference Assessment and Evaluation offers librarians and administrators a plethora of fresh ideas
and methods to effectively assess and evaluate reference service in any academic library. Leading
experts share their own best practices in delivering digital reference, training staff and student
workers, and providing instruction through case studies from academic libraries of all sizes. Because
of fiscal pressures, the need to attract the best and brightest students and faculty to the academy,
and increased competition from Internet search engines, the evaluation and assessment of reference
service remains one of the most important challenges for academic libraries. Reference Assessment
and Evaluation provides practical tips and clear examples on assessing and evaluating several
diverse aspects of reference services. This book discusses in detail case studies from various
colleges and universities on wide-ranging issues such as virtual reference evaluation, merging
reference desks, peer evaluations, library instruction, and staff development. Academic libraries of
all types will find opportunities to modify these innovative ideas to remain at the forefront of
reference service. Topics in Reference Assessment and Evaluation include: a case study of the
library at the University of Colorado at Boulder’s efforts to implement a drop-in research
consultation program for students enrolled in the introductory writing course coordination of an
annual professional development program for specialized instruction targeted at faculty and staff
members at Colorado State University peer observation between the reference staff members of
Augustana College Library and St. Ambrose University Library the merging of San Jose State
University’s government publication desk with the reference services desk—along with the public
library’s reference desk Valparaiso University’s main library’s training and use of student assistants
analyzing user and librarian satisfaction within virtual reference transactions evaluation of the
University of South Alabama’s Baugh Biomedical Library’s chat reference service evaluation of the
University of Texas at Arlington’s virtual reference service library technology’s impact on reference
desk statistics statistical analysis of reference desk data for staffing needs at the University of
Tennessee at Chattanooga Reference Assessment and Evaluation is timely, important reading for
academic references librarians and supervisors.

expository writing course online: New Approaches to Teaching Folk and Fairy Tales Christa
Jones, Claudia Schwabe, 2016-08-07 New Approaches to Teaching Folk and Fairy Tales provides
invaluable hands-on materials and pedagogical tools from an international group of scholars who
share their experiences in teaching folk- and fairy-tale texts and films in a wide range of academic
settings. This interdisciplinary collection introduces scholarly perspectives on how to teach fairy
tales in a variety of courses and academic disciplines, including anthropology, creative writing,
children’s literature, cultural studies, queer studies, film studies, linguistics, second language
acquisition, translation studies, and women and gender studies, and points the way to other
intermedial and intertextual approaches. Challenging the fairy-tale canon as represented by the
Brothers Grimm, Charles Perrault, Hans Christian Andersen, and Walt Disney, contributors reveal
an astonishingly diverse fairy-tale landscape. The book offers instructors a plethora of fresh ideas,
teaching materials, and outside-the-box teaching strategies for classroom use as well as new and
adaptable pedagogical models that invite students to engage with class materials in intellectually
stimulating ways. A cutting-edge volume that acknowledges the continued interest in university
courses on fairy tales, New Approaches to Teaching Folk and Fairy Tales enables instructors to
introduce their students to a new, critical understanding of the fairy tale as well as to a host of new
tales, traditions, and adaptations in a range of media. Contributors: Anne E. Duggan, Cyrille
Francois, Lisa Gabbert, Pauline Greenhill, Donald Haase, Christa C. Jones, Christine A. Jones, Jeana
Jorgensen, Armando Maggi, Doris McGonagill, Jennifer Orme, Christina Phillips Mattson, Claudia



Schwabe, Anissa Talahite-Moodley, Maria Tatar, Francisco Vaz da Silva, Juliette Wood

expository writing course online: The Well-Trained Mind Susan Wise Bauer, Jessie Wise,
2016-08-09 Is your child getting lost in the system, becoming bored, losing his or her natural
eagerness to learn? If so, it may be time to take charge of your child’s education—by doing it
yourself. The Well-Trained Mind will instruct you, step by step, on how to give your child an
academically rigorous, comprehensive education from preschool through high school—one that will
train him or her to read, to think, to understand, to be well-rounded and curious about learning.
Veteran home educators Susan Wise Bauer and Jessie Wise outline the classical pattern of education
called the trivium, which organizes learning around the maturing capacity of the child’s mind and
comprises three stages: the elementary school “grammar stage,” when the building blocks of
information are absorbed through memorization and rules; the middle school “logic stage,” in which
the student begins to think more analytically; and the high-school “rhetoric stage,” where the
student learns to write and speak with force and originality. Using this theory as your model, you’ll
be able to instruct your child—whether full-time or as a supplement to classroom education—in all
levels of reading, writing, history, geography, mathematics, science, foreign languages, rhetoric,
logic, art, and music, regardless of your own aptitude in those subjects. Thousands of parents and
teachers have already used the detailed book lists and methods described in The Well-Trained Mind
to create a truly superior education for the children in their care. This extensively revised fourth
edition contains completely updated curricula and book lists, links to an entirely new set of online
resources, new material on teaching children with learning challenges, cutting-edge math and
sciences recommendations, answers to common questions about home education, and advice on
practical matters such as standardized testing, working with your local school board, designing a
high-school program, preparing transcripts, and applying to colleges. You do have control over what
and how your child learns. The Well-Trained Mind will give you the tools you’ll need to teach your
child with confidence and success.
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order to ensure that optimal results are derived from the project activities, success and evaluation
criteria have been defined against which the results of the project will be measured.
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