educating rita play script

Educating Rita Play Script: Exploring the Depths of Transformation and Class

educating rita play script is a captivating piece that has enthralled audiences since its debut in
the late 1970s. Written by Willy Russell, this play is not only a compelling story of personal growth
but also a nuanced exploration of social class, education, and self-discovery. For anyone interested
in theatre, literature, or drama education, diving into the educating rita play script offers rich
insights into character development, thematic complexity, and the transformative power of learning.

The Origins and Context of Educating Rita

Understanding the background of educating rita play script enriches the experience of reading or
performing it. Willy Russell penned this work in 1980, initially as a stage play before it was adapted
into a successful film starring Michael Caine and Julie Walters. The play is set in Liverpool and
reflects the social atmosphere of the UK during the late 20th century, particularly the divide
between working-class life and academic culture.

Russell’s personal experiences as a working-class Liverpudlian greatly influenced the narrative and
characters, especially Rita, the protagonist. The play’s original title, simply “Educating Rita,”
encapsulates its core theme: the pursuit of education as a path to self-improvement and
empowerment.

Plot Overview: A Journey of Self-Discovery

At its heart, the educating rita play script tells the story of Rita, a 26-year-old hairdresser who
enrolls in an Open University course to study English literature. She seeks more than just academic
knowledge; Rita wants to break free from the limitations imposed by her working-class background
and to discover her own identity.

Her tutor, Frank, is a middle-aged, disillusioned university lecturer who becomes both a mentor and
a mirror reflecting Rita’s changes. Their relationship forms the backbone of the play, showcasing the
exchange of knowledge, culture, and emotional growth.

Key Themes in Educating Rita

- *Education as Liberation:** Rita’s journey symbolizes how education can open doors to new
possibilities and perspectives.

- **Class and Social Mobility:** The play critically examines the British class system and the
challenges of transcending social barriers.

- **]dentity and Self-Discovery:** Rita grapples with who she is and who she wants to become,
making the play deeply personal and relatable.

- **Mentorship and Influence:** Frank’s character highlights the reciprocal nature of teaching and



learning.

Why the Educating Rita Play Script Remains Relevant

Despite being written over four decades ago, the educating rita play script continues to resonate
with modern audiences and students of drama. The issues it tackles—class division, the value of
education, and personal growth—remain pertinent today. This timelessness is one reason why the
play is frequently studied in schools and universities.

Moreover, the script’s dialogue and character dynamics offer excellent material for actors and
directors. It is a one-act play, usually performed by just two actors, making it ideal for intimate
theatre settings and educational purposes.

Analyzing the Characters: Rita and Frank

The interplay between Rita and Frank is central to the script’s impact. Rita begins as an
enthusiastic, somewhat naive student eager to absorb knowledge. Her transformation is gradual but
profound, marked by changes in language, attitude, and aspirations.

Frank, on the other hand, is cynical and somewhat stuck in his ways. He initially underestimates Rita
but eventually learns from her enthusiasm and fresh perspective. This dynamic creates a balanced
narrative where both characters evolve, reflecting the mutual nature of education.

Using the Educating Rita Play Script in Education

Teachers and drama instructors often utilize the educating rita play script as a teaching tool because
of its rich language and relatable themes. Here are some practical ways to engage with the script in
an educational setting:

¢ Character Study: Students can analyze Rita’s transformation alongside Frank’s
disillusionment, exploring how dialogue reveals personality and change.

e Thematic Discussions: Facilitating conversations about class, education, and societal
expectations encourages critical thinking.

¢ Performance Workshops: Acting out scenes helps students understand character motivation
and emotional nuance.

¢ Creative Writing: Inspired by the script, students can write alternative endings or
monologues to deepen their engagement.



Tips for Performing Educating Rita

Performers tackling the educating rita play script should focus on the authenticity of the characters’
voices. Rita’s working-class accent and frankness contrast with Frank’s more academic tone.
Capturing this linguistic difference is key to portraying the social gap and the play’s humor.

Additionally, the emotional shifts in both characters require subtlety — from light-hearted banter to
moments of vulnerability. Directors often emphasize pacing and timing to maintain the script’s
natural flow and comedic elements while honoring its deeper messages.

Exploring the Language and Style of the Script

One of the most striking features of the educating rita play script is its use of language to highlight
character and class distinctions. Rita’s colloquial speech and frank expressions are juxtaposed with
Frank’s more formal, sometimes pretentious academic language. This contrast not only adds humor
but also underlines the play’s social commentary.

Willy Russell’s writing style is accessible yet layered. The script’s dialogue feels conversational,

making it engaging for audiences and readers alike. Its structure as a two-hander allows for focused
character development without distraction from multiple subplots.

Incorporating Educating Rita into Modern Theatre

Many contemporary theatre companies continue to stage educating rita, often updating the setting
or emphasizing different aspects to resonate with today's audiences. For instance, productions may
highlight themes of adult education and lifelong learning, reflecting current societal interests.

The play’s minimal cast and simple staging make it economically attractive for smaller theatres or

touring companies. Additionally, its focus on character interaction provides rich opportunities for
actors to explore complex emotions and relationships.

Where to Find the Educating Rita Play Script

For those interested in reading or performing the educating rita play script, several options are
available:

e Published Editions: Official copies can be purchased from bookstores or online retailers,
often including insightful introductions and notes.

e Libraries and Educational Institutions: Many libraries hold copies of the script, especially
those associated with drama programs.

e Licensed Performance Scripts: For theatrical productions, scripts are typically obtained



through licensing agencies to ensure copyright compliance.

It’s important to use authorized versions of the script to respect the playwright’s rights and access
any supplementary materials that enhance understanding.

Final Thoughts on Educating Rita Play Script

The educating rita play script remains a timeless exploration of growth, class, and the
transformative power of education. Whether you are a student, actor, teacher, or theatre enthusiast,
engaging with this play offers a rewarding experience that challenges perceptions and inspires
reflection.

Its enduring popularity is a testament to Willy Russell’s skill in crafting characters and dialogue that
feel both specific to their time and universally human. Taking the time to read, study, or perform
educating rita can open doors—not just for Rita herself, but for all who encounter her story.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of the play 'Educating Rita'?

The central theme of 'Educating Rita' is personal transformation and self-discovery through
education, highlighting the contrast between working-class and academic life.

Who wrote the play 'Educating Rita' and when was it first
performed?

'‘Educating Rita' was written by Willy Russell and was first performed in 1980.

What is the significance of the character Rita in the play?

Rita represents a working-class woman seeking to change her life through education, symbolizing
the desire for self-improvement and breaking free from societal constraints.

How does the play 'Educating Rita' explore class differences?

The play explores class differences through the contrasting backgrounds and perspectives of Rita, a
working-class woman, and Frank, an educated university lecturer, highlighting social barriers and
prejudices.

What role does education play in 'Educating Rita'?

Education in 'Educating Rita' is portrayed as a means of liberation and self-expression, enabling
personal growth and challenging existing social norms.



How does Frank's character develop throughout the play?

Frank transforms from a disillusioned, cynical academic to someone who re-evaluates his life and
values through his interactions with Rita, ultimately rediscovering his passion for teaching and life.

What is the significance of the play's setting in 'Educating
Rita'?

The setting, primarily a university in England, underscores the contrast between academic
environments and working-class realities, serving as a backdrop for Rita's educational journey.

How does 'Educating Rita' address the theme of identity?

The play addresses identity by showing Rita's struggle to reconcile her working-class roots with her
new academic aspirations, ultimately exploring how education shapes and challenges one's sense of
self.

Additional Resources
Educating Rita Play Script: An In-Depth Exploration of Willy Russell’s Masterpiece

educating rita play script stands as a seminal work in contemporary British theatre, encapsulating
themes of self-discovery, social mobility, and the transformative power of education. Written by Willy
Russell in 1980, the play has maintained its relevance through decades of performances and
adaptations, resonating with audiences who see in it the universal struggle for personal growth amid
societal constraints. This article delves deeply into the intricacies of the educating rita play script,
exploring its thematic richness, character development, and enduring appeal within both theatrical
and educational contexts.

Context and Background of Educating Rita

Educating Rita emerged during a period in Britain marked by social upheaval and shifting class
dynamics. The script centers on Rita, a working-class hairdresser who enrolls in an Open University
course aiming to expand her horizons beyond the limitations imposed by her socio-economic
background. Through her relationship with Frank, an alcoholic university lecturer, the play
examines the reciprocal nature of education—how students and teachers alike undergo
transformation.

The educating rita play script is notable for its two-character format, which intensifies the focus on
dialogue and character interplay. This minimalistic approach allows for a concentrated exploration
of themes without the distraction of multiple subplots or a large cast. The script’s dialogue-driven
structure makes it a popular choice for theatre companies and drama educators, often serving as a
case study in character development and thematic complexity.



Thematic Analysis of the Educating Rita Play Script

At its core, educating rita addresses the liberating potential of education juxtaposed with the
societal pressures that seek to limit personal advancement. The educational journey is portrayed not
simply as the acquisition of academic knowledge but as an existential quest for identity and
empowerment.

Class and Social Mobility

One of the play’s central concerns is the tension between working-class roots and middle-class
aspirations. Rita’s decision to pursue higher education challenges the rigid class structures of
British society, highlighting the sometimes-painful process of navigating new cultural codes. The
educating rita play script deftly illustrates how education can simultaneously be a tool for
emancipation and a source of alienation, as Rita grapples with feelings of inadequacy and the fear of
losing her authentic self.

Transformation Through Education

The script portrays education not as a linear path to success but as a complex journey marked by
self-reflection and change. Frank’s mentorship is pivotal, yet he also confronts his own limitations
and disenchantment, illustrating that learning is a lifelong process. The dynamic between Rita and
Frank underscores education’s dual role: it empowers while exposing vulnerabilities.

Gender and Identity

Rita’s character challenges traditional gender roles, seeking autonomy in a male-dominated
academic environment. Her assertiveness and wit challenge Frank’s cynicism and complacency,
creating a nuanced dialogue about identity formation beyond gender norms. The educating rita play
script thus offers fertile ground for discussions about feminism and personal agency.

Structural and Stylistic Features of the Play Script

Willy Russell’s educating rita play script is structurally distinctive, featuring a series of scenes that
unfold solely through conversations between the two protagonists. This format demands strong
performances and a script that balances exposition with emotional depth.

Dialogue-Driven Narrative

The script’s reliance on dialogue underscores the psychological realism of the characters. The
exchanges between Rita and Frank are marked by humor, intellectual debate, and emotional candor,



creating a rhythm that propels the narrative forward. The educating rita play script’s language shifts
to reflect Rita’s evolving confidence and vocabulary, a clever device that mirrors her educational
development.

Minimalist Setting

Typically staged with minimal props and a simple set, the play emphasizes character interaction over
elaborate staging. This simplicity makes the educating rita play script accessible for various theatre
groups, from professional companies to educational institutions. The focus remains firmly on the
internal transformations of the characters.

Comparative Perspectives and Adaptations

Since its debut, educating rita has been adapted into various formats, most notably the 1983 film
starring Michael Caine and Julie Walters. While the film expands the setting and introduces
additional characters, the original educating rita play script remains a powerful study in intimacy
and character dynamics.

Stage vs. Film Interpretations

The film adaptation broadens the scope, providing visual context that the play’s minimalist staging
deliberately omits. However, many critics argue that the play’s concentrated focus on dialogue and
character interaction offers a more intense and nuanced examination of its themes. The educating
rita play script’s theatricality invites audiences to engage actively with the characters’ psychological
landscapes rather than passively consuming a visual narrative.

Educational Use and Legacy

The educating rita play script is widely used in educational settings, from secondary schools to
university drama courses. It serves as an effective tool for teaching character analysis, social
context, and dramatic structure. Its accessible language and relatable themes make it a staple for
both performance and academic study.

Strengths and Challenges of the Educating Rita Play
Script
While the educating rita play script boasts several strengths, including its rich character

development and thematic depth, it also presents certain challenges for production and
interpretation.



e Strengths:
o Focused character study allows for deep emotional engagement.
o Themes of education and social mobility remain universally relevant.
o Minimalist staging offers flexibility for diverse production scales.

o Dialogue-driven format showcases strong writing and acting skills.

¢ Challenges:
o Two-character format demands sustained intensity from actors.
o Risk of dialogue-heavy scenes becoming static without dynamic direction.

o Modern audiences may require contextual framing to fully appreciate class issues
depicted.

Why Educating Rita Play Script Continues to Resonate

The enduring appeal of the educating rita play script lies in its honest exploration of human
aspiration and the complexities inherent in self-improvement. In an age where education is often
commodified, the play’s intimate portrayal of learning as a transformative, sometimes tumultuous
process feels increasingly relevant. Its focus on personal relationships as catalysts for change invites
audiences to reflect on their own journeys.

Furthermore, the script’s adaptability ensures that it remains a living work, capable of being
reinterpreted for contemporary audiences. Whether staged as a traditional period piece or
reimagined in modern settings, educating rita continues to challenge and inspire.

In summary, the educating rita play script represents a landmark in theatrical storytelling,
combining potent social commentary with rich character studies. Its exploration of education as a
vehicle for personal and social change remains compelling, securing its place within the canon of
modern drama.
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educating rita play script: Educating Rita Willy Russell, 2023-05-18 'One way of describing
Educating Rita would be to say that it was about the meaning of education ... Another would be to
say that it was about the meaning of life. A third, that it is a cross between Pygmailion and Lucky
Jim. A fourth, that it is simply a marvellous play, painfully funny and passionately serious; a hilarious
social documentary; a fairy-tale with a quizzical, half-happy ending.' Sunday Times This new student
edition includes an introduction covering the play's context; chronology; dramatic devices; critical
reception; production history; and key themes such as class and identity, popular culture and
education. Educating Rita portrays a working-class Liverpool woman's hunger for education. It
premiered at the RSC Warehouse, London, in 1980 and won the SWET award for Best Comedy of the
Year. It was subsequently made into a highly successful film with Michael Caine and Julie Walters
and won the 1983 BAFTA award for Best Film. Commentary and notes by Katie Beswick, University
of the Arts London.

educating rita play script: Educating Rita Willy Russell, 2023-05-18 'One way of describing
Educating Rita would be to say that it was about the meaning of education ... Another would be to
say that it was about the meaning of life. A third, that it is a cross between Pygmailion and Lucky
Jim. A fourth, that it is simply a marvellous play, painfully funny and passionately serious; a hilarious
social documentary; a fairy-tale with a quizzical, half-happy ending.' Sunday Times This new student
edition includes an introduction covering the play's context; chronology; dramatic devices; critical
reception; production history; and key themes such as class and identity, popular culture and
education. Educating Rita portrays a working-class Liverpool woman's hunger for education. It
premiered at the RSC Warehouse, London, in 1980 and won the SWET award for Best Comedy of the
Year. It was subsequently made into a highly successful film with Michael Caine and Julie Walters
and won the 1983 BAFTA award for Best Film. Commentary and notes by Katie Beswick, University
of the Arts London.

educating rita play script: Our Day Out Willy Russell, 1991 Our Day Out and other plays is a
stimulating collection of four of Willy Russell's most popular scripts. With a wit that is distinctly
Liverpudlian, he gives us not only an insight into many of today's social problems but also evokes our
sympathy for some of life's losers.

educating rita play script: Educating Rita Willy Russell, Albert-Reiner Glaap, 1984

educating rita play script: Modern British Drama on Screen R. Barton Palmer, William Robert
Bray, 2013-12-05 The first comprehensive study of British and American films adapted from modern
British plays.

educating rita play script: The Illusions Of Post-Feminism Vicki Coppock, Deena Haydon,
Ingrid Richter, 2014-09-03 First Published in 1995. As feminists reflect on the impact of the 'second
wave' of feminism, and assess the gains of the last thirty years, invariably they have questioned
whether claims that women have achieved equality are justified. In the late 1980s, there was a
proliferation of popular imagery of 'new' men and 'post-feminist' women, with the concept of
‘post-feminism' reinforcing and emphasizing the differences between independent, upwardly-mobile,
career orientated women, and those women who 'choose' the more 'natural' role of wife and mother.
The Illusions of'Post-Feminism':New Women, Old Myths maintains that '‘post-feminism' is a myth.
Through in-depth interviews with women about four major areas of their lives: education, work, the
media and the family, the authors challenge and expose the myths implicit in the concept of
‘post-feminism'. The research illustrates that women's discontent continues, despite the assumption
that gender equality would result from equal opportunities legislation. The chapters highlight the
ineffective nature of liberal reformism and demonstrate how power relations still lie at the root of
the oppression of women. With its provoking and challenging analysis, this revealing book breaks
the silence of women's real experiences by showing the actuality of women's lives today.
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educating rita play script: That's Another Story Julie Walters, 2009-04-16 The number-one
Sunday Times bestseller ‘Walters's book - also well written - has moments of Alan Bennett warmth'
SUNDAY TIMES 'This is a humorous and, at times, moving read from this much-loved actress'
WOMAN AND HOME 'l was enthralled by her memaoirs ... a celebrity memoir which is actually worth
reading as a work of literature' AN Wilson, READER'S DIGEST Her mum wanted her to be a nurse
so that is what Julie did. But in her heart she had always wanted to be an actress and soon she was
on stage at the local theatre in Liverpool. Her career snowballed with highlights that include
Educating Rita, Billy Elliot, Harry Potter, Acorn Antiques, Dinner Ladies and Mamma Mia! She has
been nominated for two Oscars, been awarded multiple BAFTAs and a Golden Globe, plus been
honoured with a DBE. This is the heart-warming and funny story of that journey.

educating rita play script: Educating Rita Tony Rawdin, Willy Russell, 1998 A poignant and
hilarious play about a working class Liverpool girl's hunger for education.

educating rita play script: Complete Literature in English for Cambridge IGCSE® & O Level
Mark Pedroz, 2018-06-07 Written by an examiner and subject specialist, this updated resource
develops analysis and critical thinking skills, with a focus on progression and results. The
accompanying support site is packed with additional content to cement exam skills and extend
learning.

educating rita play script: Willy Russell Plays: 2 Willy Russell, 2016-10-20 A new collection of
plays from Willy Russell, one of Britain's best-loved dramatists, features the smash hits Blood
Brothers, Our Day Out: The Musical and Shirley Valentine as well as the previously unpublished
John, Paul, George, Ringo . . . and Bert. Blood Brothers: A Liverpudlian West Side Story, this is the
story of twin brothers separated at birth because their mother cannot afford to keep them both. 'One
of those rare exceptions, where a show continues to pack a punch after many years on the road and
in the West End' - What's On Stage, (5 stars) Our Day Out: The Musical: Mrs Kay's 'Progress Class'
are unleashed for a day's coach trip to Conway Castle in Wales - in an exuberant celebration of the
joys and agonies of growing up and being footloose, fourteen and free from school. 'One of those
truly magical theatrical experiences that should very definitely not be missed' - Stage Shirley
Valentine: The story of a put-upon mother and housewife who leaves the drudgery of cooking dinner
for her husband, packs her bags and heads for the sun. 'Shirley is the star of her own monodrama,
her gabbing made theatrical in a stream of stories and impersonations that are rooted in essential
loneliness and reaction against domestic frustration . . . memorable and joyous' - Independent John,
Paul, George, Ringo . . . and Bert: Russell's first major hit, a musical about the Beatles, won the
Evening Standard and London Critics' awards for Best New Musical of 1974. 'Why has no-one done
it before? Perhaps only a scouser like Willy Russell could have the self-confidence to tackle
Liverpool's great phenomenon . . . it's funny, incisive, well-acted and makes its points without any
arty philosophising' - Time Out. Willy Russell Plays: 2 features an introduction from the playwright.

educating rita play script: Russell Plays: 1 Willy Russell, 2013-12-17 Breezeblock Park is set
on a northern council estate and takes a look at the suffocating effect of possessions and
possessiveness: Trenchantly observed...hilarious, upsetting and somewhat seditious. (Variety); Our
Day Out is about a school coach trip, an exuberant celebration of the joys and agonies of growing up
- a Dickensian fairytale...I have rarely seen a show that combined such warmth and such
bleakness.(The Times); Stags and Hens takes place in the gents and Ladies loos of a tacky Liverpool
club, where Dave and Linda have decided, unbeknownst to each other to hold their stag and hen
parties...a bleakly funny and perceptive study of working-class misogyny, puritanism and waste
(Guardian); Educating Rita: one way of describing Educating Rita would be to say that it was about
the meaning of education...another would be to say that it was about the meaning of life. A third,
that it is a cross between Pygmalion and Lucky Jim. A fourth, that it is simply a marvellous play,
painfully funny and passionately serious: a hilarious social documentary; a fairy-tale with a quizzical,
half-happy ending. (Sunday Times)

educating rita play script: Teaching English in Secondary Schools John Gordon, 2015-03-10
This book is an indispensable guide for anyone training to become a secondary English teacher. It



provides an overview of the main topics taught in schools, informed by good teaching practice drawn
from the classroom and supported by research and theory, and engages with the requirements of the
2014 National Curriculum for England. Each chapter is based around a ‘lesson feedback’ case study
informed by real classroom observations combined with research findings to explore and analyse
what underpins high quality English teaching. Coverage includes: - Encouraging a love of reading in
your classroom - How to teach effective writing for pleasure and for information - Developing
students’ grammar, vocabulary and spoken English - Inspiring teaching using drama, poetry and
Shakespeare - Intelligent use of media and new literacies in teaching This is essential reading on all
secondary English initial teacher education courses, including school-based (SCITT, School Direct,
Teach First), university-based (PGCE) and employment-based routes into teaching.

educating rita play script: The Definitive Desert Island Discs lan Gittins, 2022-11-03 Eight
tracks. Endless stories. Allow yourself to be cast away in eight glorious decades of the most iconic
show on radio. To mark this momentous occasion, The Definitive Desert Island Discs focuses on 80
of the most powerful and unforgettable interviews, revisiting every era of Desert Island Disc's
storied history. Reflecting on how times have changed, the book will feature brand new material as
castaways are interviewed about their experiences - did the conversation go how they expected?
Would Sir Patrick Stewart still take his beloved billiards table (and a shed to keep it in, of course)?
And does Hilary Devey stick by her endless supply of Cointreau? Get lost in lists of the weirdest and
most wonderful luxury items, most popular tracks and books throughout the years, and more.
Introduced by Lauren Laverne, The Definitive Desert Island Discs is a must-have gem, celebrating an
incredible institution that has captured the hearts of a nation for 80 years.

educating rita play script: American Theatre Thomas S. Hischak, 2001-02-08 Volume Four of
the distinguished American Theatre: A Chronicle of Comedy and Drama series offers a thorough,
candid, and fascinating look at the theater in New York during the last decades of the twentieth
century.

educating rita play script: David Mamet and American Macho Arthur Holmberg,
2012-02-02 What does it mean to be an American man? Holmberg demonstrates how David Mamet's
plays explore complex issues of masculinity.

educating rita play script: Contemporary British and Irish Film Directors Yoram Allon, Del
Cullen, Hannah Patterson, 2001 The guide encompasses the careers of over 350 directors from the
last 20 years. A must for any film studies library, it is a unique reference to the changing dynamics
of these cinemas.

educating rita play script: Teaching Literature, 11-18 Martin Blocksidge, 2000-06-01 This text
is written by in-service teachers and covers both teaching methods and the work/authors taught. The
contributors discuss how particular methods of teaching suit particular authors in particular
contexts.

educating rita play script: Educating Rita Lewis Gilbert, Willy Russell, Michael Caine, Julie
Walters, 2003 This story is about two people who, through each other, find a new lease of life.

educating rita play script: Write A Play And Get It Performed: Teach Yourself Lesley Bown,
Lesley Hudswell, Ann Gawthorpe, 2010-04-30 Write a Play - and Get It Performed is designed for
would-be writers of every level and for all types of motivation by two prize-winning professionals.
Whether writing for the specific needs of an amateur drama group, community event, political
campaign or simply for personal or professional development, this is a guide to the craft of
playwriting. It offers guidance on the creative principles of scripts, characters, plot, structure and
dialogue and explains the principles of staging and stage directions as well as gives tips on how to
write for a variety of different situations, for every age and ability and according to specific genres -
particularly those often preferred by amateur groups, such as pantomime and musical theatre. NOT
GOT MUCH TIME? One, five and ten-minute introductions to key principles to get you started.
AUTHOR INSIGHTS Lots of instant help with common problems and quick tips for success, based on
the author's many years of experience. TEST YOURSELF Tests in the book and online to keep track
of your progress. EXTEND YOUR KNOWLEDGE Extra online articles at www.teachyourself.com to




give you a richer understanding of writing a play. FIVE THINGS TO REMEMBER Quick refreshers to
help you remember the key facts. TRY THIS Innovative exercises illustrate what you've learnt and
how to use it.

educating rita play script: The Casting Couch and Other Front Row Seats Marsha
Mccreadie, 1990-09-25 This collection of film reviews and essays focuses on the role of women in
films during the 1970s and 1980s. The author, a widely published film critic, examines the shifting
portrayals of women from the almost anti-progressive treatment of women in the early 1970s
through the integration of more progressive professional women in the films of the late 1980s. She
shows that most of the important movies of the period were about women and that these films
seemed to reflect the momentous changes that women were going through in the society at large.
McCreadie's in-depth analysis of women in cinema is augmented with personal interviews with
leading female actresses of the period including Jane Fonda, Kathleen Turner, Jessica Lange, Sissy
Spacek, Sally Field, Anjelica Huston, and others. Taking a chronological approach to her subject,
McCreadie shows that the late 1970s saw some radical breakthroughs in roles for women in such
movies as Annie Hall and Coming Home--perhaps reflecting the outcries earlier in the decade that
women were not being treated progressively in current cinema. These more progressive and
sometimes shattering images of women were in some cases even more advanced than the society the
films were attempting to characterize. Throughout the early 1980s there was a sharp retreat from
this position as movies like Ghostbusters and The River showed a definite backlash against feminism
and gains made by women. Finally, in the late 1980s, the focus has turned toward more progressive
and accomplished women in cinema although, even here, McCreadie argues, there is sometimes a
conservative or reactionary hue to even the most advanced role models offered by film. Students of
film, women's studies, and popular culture will find McCreadie's analysis fascinating and
illuminating reading.
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