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American History by Judith Ortiz Cofer Summary

american history by judith ortiz cofer summary opens the door to a poignant exploration of
identity, cultural conflict, and the yearning for connection. This short story, written by Judith Ortiz
Cofer, artfully captures the emotional landscape of a young Puerto Rican girl living in Paterson, New
Jersey during the turbulent 1960s. In this summary and analysis, we’ll delve into the themes,
characters, and cultural context that make "American History" a compelling narrative that resonates
with readers even today.

Understanding the Context of American History by
Judith Ortiz Cofer

Before diving into the story itself, it’s important to grasp the backdrop against which Cofer sets her
narrative. The 1960s were a time of social upheaval in the United States, marked by the Civil Rights
Movement, racial tensions, and a reevaluation of American identity. For many immigrants and
minority communities, this was also a period of cultural negotiation, trying to find a balance between
heritage and assimilation.

Judith Ortiz Cofer herself was a Puerto Rican writer who often drew from her own experiences as a
Latina navigating two worlds. "American History" reflects these themes by portraying a young girl’s
personal struggles amidst broader societal changes, making the story a significant piece of Latino
literature.

The Setting: Paterson, New Jersey

The story takes place in Paterson, a city known for its diverse immigrant populations. This setting is
crucial because it represents the melting pot of cultures but also the social divides that exist within
American society. The protagonist’s neighborhood and the school environment highlight the
contrasts between different ethnic groups and economic classes.

Plot Overview: American History by Judith Ortiz Cofer
Summary

At its core, "American History" is a coming-of-age story centered on Elena, a young Puerto Rican girl
who dreams of fitting into American society. The narrative unfolds during the week of President John
F. Kennedy’s assassination, which adds a somber and historical significance to the story’s emotional
moments.



Elena is eager to attend a party hosted by Eugene, a boy she admires. Her hope is that this event
will bridge the gap between her cultural identity and the American teenage experience she longs to
be part of. However, her plans are thwarted by social and racial barriers that highlight the divisions
she faces as a Latina in a predominantly white community.

Key Plot Points

e Elena’s anticipation and excitement about attending Eugene’s party.
e The moment she is excluded from the party due to her ethnicity and background.

e The emotional impact of President Kennedy’s assassination, which looms in the background
and mirrors Elena’s feelings of loss and alienation.

e Elena’s reflection on her place in American society and her growing awareness of the
prejudices around her.

Themes Explored in American History by Judith Ortiz
Cofer

The story is rich with themes that invite readers to reflect on identity, exclusion, and the
complexities of the American experience from the perspective of a young immigrant.

Identity and Belonging

One of the most powerful themes in the story is Elena’s struggle to define her identity. She is caught
between two worlds—the Puerto Rican culture of her family and the American culture she
encounters at school and in her neighborhood. Her desire to attend Eugene’s party symbolizes her
wish to belong and be accepted as an American teenager, yet the rejection she faces underscores
the societal barriers that prevent her from fully integrating.

Racial and Social Prejudice

Cofer does not shy away from depicting the racial prejudices that permeate the story’s setting.
Elena’s exclusion from Eugene’s party is a direct consequence of her ethnicity, illustrating how
discrimination can permeate everyday interactions. This theme highlights the broader social issues
of segregation and marginalization that many minority communities faced during the 1960s.



Historical Impact and Personal Loss

The assassination of President Kennedy serves as a backdrop to the story, intertwining national
tragedy with personal disappointment. Elena’s processing of the news parallels her own feelings of
hurt and exclusion, drawing a connection between historical events and individual experience. This
layering adds depth to the narrative and emphasizes how history shapes personal identity.

Character Analysis in American History by Judith Ortiz
Cofer Summary

Understanding the characters is essential to appreciating the emotional weight of the story.

Elena: The Protagonist

Elena is a relatable and sympathetic character whose voice captures the innocence and pain of
adolescence. Through her eyes, readers experience the complexities of growing up as a minority in
America. Her introspection and vulnerability make her a compelling figure who embodies the
universal quest for acceptance.

Fugene: The Symbol of American Acceptance

Eugene represents the idealized American peer group that Elena yearns to join. His invitation to the
party initially offers hope for inclusion but ultimately reveals the limitations imposed by societal
prejudices. Eugene’s character is less developed but serves an important symbolic role in the story.

Elena’s Mother

Though a minor character, Elena’s mother represents the cultural heritage and familial bonds that
anchor Elena’s identity. Her presence reminds readers of the immigrant experience and the tension
between maintaining cultural roots and adapting to a new environment.

Literary Devices and Style in American History

Judith Ortiz Cofer employs vivid imagery, symbolism, and a first-person narrative style to immerse
readers in Elena’s world.



Imagery and Symbolism

The story is rich with sensory details that bring Paterson to life—from the descriptions of the
neighborhood to the atmosphere of the school. Symbolism is evident in the portrayal of the party as
a metaphor for acceptance and the assassination of Kennedy as a symbol of lost innocence.

First-Person Narrative

By telling the story through Elena’s perspective, Cofer creates an intimate connection between the
reader and the protagonist. This approach allows for a nuanced exploration of Elena’s thoughts and
emotions, making the themes of identity and exclusion more impactful.

Why American History by Judith Ortiz Cofer Remains
Relevant

The story continues to resonate because it addresses timeless issues—cultural identity, racial
discrimination, and the universal desire to belong. In today’s diverse and often divided society,
Elena’s experiences remind us of the ongoing challenges faced by immigrants and minorities.

Educators often include "American History" in curricula to prompt discussions about

multiculturalism and historical context, making it an important literary work for understanding
American society’s complexities.

Tips for Readers Exploring the Story

e Pay attention to the historical references and how they parallel Elena’s personal story.
e Consider the significance of the setting and how it shapes the characters’ experiences.

» Reflect on the emotions conveyed through Elena’s narration to better understand the impact of
exclusion.

¢ Discuss the story with others to gain multiple perspectives on its themes.

American history by Judith Ortiz Cofer summary reveals a narrative that is as much about one girl’s
experience as it is about the broader American identity. Through Elena’s eyes, readers are invited to
confront uncomfortable truths about race, culture, and acceptance, making the story a profound and
enduring piece of literature.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of ‘American History' by Judith Ortiz
Cofer?

The main theme of 'American History' is the exploration of cultural identity and the challenges of
assimilation faced by a young Puerto Rican girl in America during the 1960s.

Who is the protagonist in Judith Ortiz Cofer's 'American
History'?

The protagonist is Elena, a young Puerto Rican girl who experiences feelings of isolation and
discrimination after moving to the United States.

What historical event is referenced in 'American History' by
Judith Ortiz Cofer?

The story references the assassination of President John F. Kennedy, which serves as a backdrop to
the narrative and impacts the characters emotionally.

How does Elena's cultural background affect her experiences
in the story?

Elena's Puerto Rican heritage makes her feel like an outsider at her new school and in her
community, highlighting the struggles of cultural identity and prejudice.

What is the significance of Elena's interaction with Eugene in
the story?

Elena's interaction with Eugene represents a brief moment of connection and hope, but it also
underscores the social and racial barriers that separate them.

How does Judith Ortiz Cofer use setting in 'American History'?

The setting, a New Jersey neighborhood during the 1960s, emphasizes the social tensions and
cultural clashes experienced by immigrant families like Elena's.

What is the tone of 'American History' by Judith Ortiz Cofer?

The tone is reflective and poignant, capturing the innocence of youth alongside the harsh realities of
prejudice and loss.

What message does Judith Ortiz Cofer convey through



'American History'?

Cofer conveys the message that cultural differences and societal prejudices can create barriers, but
understanding and empathy are essential to bridging these divides.

Additional Resources
American History by Judith Ortiz Cofer Summary: An In-Depth Exploration

american history by judith ortiz cofer summary offers readers a poignant glimpse into the
complex intersections of culture, identity, and social realities in mid-20th century America. This
short story, penned by the acclaimed Puerto Rican author Judith Ortiz Cofer, delves into themes of
racial tension, adolescence, and the immigrant experience, encapsulating moments that resonate far
beyond its narrative scope. A professional review of this work demands a thorough examination of its
context, characters, and underlying messages, as well as its continued relevance in discussions
about American literature and multicultural identity.

Contextual Background and Authorial Perspective

Judith Ortiz Cofer, a prominent figure in Latino literature, often infused her work with
autobiographical elements drawn from her bicultural upbringing. "American History," set against
the backdrop of the assassination of President John F. Kennedy in 1963, reflects a period of national
trauma and social upheaval. The story's setting in Paterson, New Jersey—a city with a significant
immigrant population—provides fertile ground for exploring issues of marginalization and cultural
displacement.

The narrative’s historical context is crucial to understanding the protagonist’s experiences. The
Kennedy assassination serves not only as a historical anchor but also as a symbolic event that
mirrors the personal and societal fractures depicted in the story. This parallelism enhances the
emotional gravity of the narrative while situating it firmly within a pivotal moment in American
history.

Plot Overview and Character Dynamics

At the heart of the story is Elena, a young Puerto Rican girl navigating the challenges of adolescence
amid racial and cultural divides. The plot unfolds primarily through Elena’s perspective as she
encounters Eugene, a white boy who lives across the street. Their tentative friendship and Elena’s
yearning for acceptance highlight the complexities of interracial interactions during the 1960s.

The story reaches a pivotal moment when Elena visits Eugene’s home, only to be met with cold
rejection from his mother, who openly displays racial prejudice. This encounter shatters Elena’s
innocent hopes for connection and underscores the harsh realities of discrimination. The contrast
between Elena’s hopeful anticipation and the painful rejection she experiences serves as a core
emotional driver of the narrative.



Thematic Exploration in American History by Judith Ortiz
Cofer Summary

Several themes emerge prominently throughout the story, making it a rich subject for literary
analysis and critical discussion.

Racial and Cultural Identity: Elena’s Puerto Rican heritage is central to the narrative,
shaping her worldview and interactions. The story examines how cultural identity influences
social dynamics and personal relationships.

« Isolation and Belonging: Elena’s experience reflects a universal adolescent
struggle—seeking acceptance while grappling with feelings of isolation. This theme resonates
especially with readers who have experienced cultural marginalization.

¢ Historical Trauma and Personal Impact: The backdrop of JFK’s assassination adds layers
of historical significance, illustrating how national events permeate individual lives.

e Innocence and Disillusionment: Elena’s journey from hopeful innocence to painful
awareness mirrors broader societal disenchantment with the ideal of a united America.

Literary Devices and Narrative Style

Judith Ortiz Cofer employs a straightforward yet evocative narrative style, allowing the story’s
emotional undercurrents to surface organically. Her use of first-person narration immerses readers
in Elena’s inner world, amplifying the impact of her experiences. The juxtaposition of personal
moments with historical events creates a layered storytelling technique that enriches the narrative’s
texture.

Symbolism also plays a significant role. For instance, the imagery of the cold, unwelcoming house
where Elena faces rejection symbolizes the broader societal exclusion faced by minority
communities. Additionally, the contrast between the lively street scenes and the oppressive
atmosphere inside Eugene’s home highlights the dichotomy between public and private spheres of
racial tension.

Comparative Insights and Educational Relevance

When compared to other literary works addressing similar themes—such as Sandra Cisneros’s "The
House on Mango Street" or Langston Hughes’s poetry—"American History" stands out for its concise
yet impactful portrayal of a specific historical moment through a personal lens. This narrative
approach makes it an invaluable resource in educational settings, particularly in courses focusing on
multicultural literature, American history, and social justice.

Educators often highlight this story for its accessibility and depth, providing students with both



historical context and relatable character experiences. It encourages critical thinking about race
relations, cultural identity, and the ongoing challenges faced by immigrant communities in the
United States.

Strengths and Limitations of the Story

e Strengths:
o Concise storytelling that effectively conveys complex emotions and social issues.
o Rich use of symbolism and historical context to deepen reader engagement.

o Authentic portrayal of bicultural identity and adolescent experience.

o Limitations:

o The brevity of the narrative may leave some readers desiring more extensive character
development.

o Some nuances of the cultural context might require supplementary explanation for
readers unfamiliar with the era or setting.

Despite these limitations, the story’s impact remains undiminished, largely due to Cofer’s skillful
narrative economy and emotional resonance.

Legacy and Ongoing Significance

"American History" continues to be a significant work in both literary and cultural studies,
frequently anthologized and analyzed for its insightful commentary on identity and social dynamics.
Judith Ortiz Cofer’s contribution to American literature is underscored by her ability to weave
personal narrative with broader societal issues, creating works that transcend temporal and cultural
boundaries.

In contemporary discussions about race, immigration, and the American experience, this story offers
a historical mirror reflecting ongoing struggles and aspirations. It invites readers and scholars alike

to reconsider the narratives that shape national identity and to acknowledge the diverse voices that

comprise the American tapestry.

By synthesizing personal and historical narratives, the story not only preserves a moment in time but
also challenges readers to engage critically with the complexities of belonging and exclusion in a



multicultural society. This enduring relevance ensures that "American History by Judith Ortiz Cofer
summary" remains a vital reference point in literary discourse and education.

American History By Judith Ortiz Cofer Summary
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american history by judith ortiz cofer summary: Solitude and the Manifestations of the
Solitary Characters in Selected Short Stories: An Interdisciplinary Study Najat Ismael
Sayakhan, 2024-07-02 Solitude is the state of being alone or isolated from others. It is often a
voluntary choice for meditation, introspection, reflection, or simply enjoying one’s own company.
Solitude can be peaceful and conducive to deep thinking or creativity, contrasting with loneliness,
which implies a negative feeling of being alone and disconnected. This book investigates the types of
solitude in twelve modern short stories written by authors of different nationalities, races, and
genders. It also explores how the setting boosts the state of solitude of each character. There are
different manifestations of solitude and the solitary character: a person living among other people,
refusing to be part of them, unwilling to be part of them, or being refused and rejected to be part of
them. This character is a child, a teenager, a man (or an abnormal, freakish man) or a woman of
sorrow, a recipient of much unbearable pain.

american history by judith ortiz cofer summary: How Far is America from Here?
International American Studies Association. World Congress, 2005 Main headings: American studies
from an international American studies perspective. - International, transnational, hemispheric
America. - American social, ethical, and religious mentalisties. - Comparative perspectives, literary
counterpoints. - American identities. - Space and place in American studies.

american history by judith ortiz cofer summary: A Study Guide for Judith Ortiz Cofer's
"American History" Cengage Learning Gale, 2017-07-25 A Study Guide for Judith Ortiz Cofer's
American History, excerpted from Gale's acclaimed Short Stories for Students. This concise study
guide includes plot summary; character analysis; author biography; study questions; historical
context; suggestions for further reading; and much more. For any literature project, trust Short
Stories for Students for all of your research needs.

american history by judith ortiz cofer summary: The Official ACT Prep Guide, 2018 ACT,
2017-06-09 The only guide from the ACT organization, the makers of the exam, revised and updated
for 2017 and beyond The Official ACT Prep Guide, 2018 Edition, Revised and Updated is the
must-have resource for college bound students. The guide is the go-to handbook for ACT preparation
and the only guide from the makers of the exam. The book and online content includes the actual
ACT test forms (taken from real ACT exams). In addition, this comprehensive resource has
everything students need to know about when they are preparing for and taking the ACT. The book
contains information on how to register for the exam, proven test-taking strategies, ideas for
preparing mentally and physically, gearing up for test day, and much more. This invaluable guide
includes additional questions and material that contains articles on everything from preparing a
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standout college application and getting into your top-choice school to succeeding in college The
bestselling prep guide from the makers of the ACT test Offers bonus online content to help boost
college readiness Contains the real ACT test forms used in previous years This new edition offers
students updated data on scoring your writing test, new reporting categories, as well as updated tips
on how to do your best preparing for the test and on the actual test day from the team at ACT. It also
offers additional 400 practice questions that are available online.

american history by judith ortiz cofer summary: The Official ACT Prep Guide 2019-2020,
(Book + 5 Practice Tests + Bonus Online Content) ACT, 2019-04-16 The only guide from the makers
of the ACT exam, packed with 5 genuine, full-length practice tests and 400 additional questions
online This new edition includes: A NEW never-before-seen, full-length practice test with optional
writing test (215 questions) 400 online questions that can be filtered and organized into custom
practice sets Updated writing prompts and directions Real ACT test forms used in previous years
The Official ACT Prep Guide 2019-2020 is the only guide from the makers of the exam and includes
actual ACT test forms taken from past ACT exams. This updated edition includes 5 actual ACT tests
(all with optional writing test) to help you practice at your own pace and discover areas where you
may need more work. The Official ACT Prep Guide 2019-2020 provides detailed explanations for
every answer and practical tips on how to boost your score on the English, math, reading, science,
and optional writing tests. You’ll also get access to special online bonus content developed with the
test taking experience in mind: Practice with 400 additional test questions that can be organized,
filtered, and tracked for performance Take a closer look at test day, learn what to expect, and get
familiar with the test-taking strategies that are right for you The Official ACT Prep Guide 2019-2020
is your definitive guide to getting ready for the ACT and feeling confident and comfortable on test
day!

american history by judith ortiz cofer summary: Handbook of the American Short Story
Erik Redling, Oliver Scheiding, 2022-01-19 The American short story has always been characterized
by exciting aesthetic innovations and an immense range of topics. This handbook offers students and
researchers a comprehensive introduction to the multifaceted genre with a special focus on recent
developments due to the rise of new media. Part I provides systematic overviews of significant
contexts ranging from historical-political backgrounds, short story theories developed by writers,
print and digital culture, to current theoretical approaches and canon formation. Part II consists of
35 paired readings of representative short stories by eminent authors, charting major steps in the
evolution of the American short story from its beginnings as an art form in the early nineteenth
century up to the digital age. The handbook examines historically, methodologically, and
theoretically the coming together of the enduring narrative practice of compression and concision in
American literature. It offers fresh and original readings relevant to studying the American short
story and shows how the genre performs American culture.

american history by judith ortiz cofer summary: A Companion to the American Short
Story Alfred Bendixen, James Nagel, 2020-08-24 A COMPANION TO THE AMERICAN SHORT
STORY A Companion to the American Short Story traces the development of this versatile literary
genre over the past two centuries. Written by leading critics in the field, and edited by two major
scholars, it explores a wide range of writers, from Edgar Allen Poe and Edith Wharton, at the end of
the nineteenth century to important modern writers such as Ernest Hemingway, William Faulkner,
F. Scott Fitzgerald, and Richard Wright. Contributions with a broader focus address groups of
multiethnic, Asian, and Jewish writers. Each chapter places the short story into context, focusing on
the interaction of cultural forces and aesthetic principles. The Companion takes account of cutting
edge approaches to literary studies and contributes to the ongoing redefinition of the American
canon, embracing genres such as ghost and detective fiction, cycles of interrelated short fiction, and
comic, social and political stories. The volume also reflects the diverse communities that have
adopted this literary form and made it their own, featuring entries on a variety of feminist and
multicultural traditions. This volume presents an important new consideration of the role of the
short story in the literary history of American literature.



american history by judith ortiz cofer summary: A Study Guide for Alice Hoffman 's
"Saint Helene" Gale, Cengage Learning, A Study Guide for Alice Hoffman 's Saint Helene,
excerpted from Gale's acclaimed Short Stories for Students. This concise study guide includes plot
summary; character analysis; author biography; study questions; historical context; suggestions for
further reading; and much more. For any literature project, trust Short Stories for Students for all of
your research needs.

american history by judith ortiz cofer summary: Speaking of the short story Farhat
Iftekharuddin, 1997 Here twenty-one interviews (eighteen with contemporary writers and three with
scholars of the short story) reveal the demanding and exhilarating requirements the short story
imposes upon its practitioners. Although amateurs delight in writing stories, form proves to demand
a master touch, like that of the interviewees.

american history by judith ortiz cofer summary: U.S. Latino Literature Margarite Fernandez
Olmos, Harold Augenbraum, 2000-09-30 In the past ten years, literature by U.S. Latinos has gained
an extraordinary public currency and has engendered a great deal of interest among educators.
Because of the increase in numbers of Latinos in their classrooms, teachers have recognized the
benefits of including works by such important writers as Sandra Cisneros, Julia Alvarez, and Rudolfo
Anaya in the curriculum. Without a guide, introducing courses on U.S. Latino literature or
integrating individual works into the general courses on American Literature can be difficult for the
uninitiated. While some critical sources for students and teachers are available, none are dedicated
exclusively to this important body of writing. To fill the gap, the editors of this volume commissioned
prominent scholars in the field to write 18 essays that focus on using U.S. Latino literature in the
classroom. The selection of the subject texts was developed in conjunction with secondary school
teachers who took part in the editors' course. This resultant volume focuses on major works that are
appropriate for high school and undergraduate study including Judith Ortiz Cofer's The Latin Deli,
Piri Thomas' Down These Mean Streets, and Cisneros' The House on Mango Street. Each chapter in
this Critical Guide provides pertinent biographical background on the author as well as contextual
information that aids in understanding the literary and cultural significance of the work. The most
valuable component of the critical essays, the Analysis of Themes and Forms, helps the reader
understand the thematic concerns raised by the work, particularly the recurring issues of language
expression and cultural identity, assimilation, and intergenerational conflicts. Each essay is followed
by specific suggestions for teaching the work with topics for classroom discussion. Further
enhancing the value of this work as a teaching tool are the selected bibliographies of criticism,
further reading, and other related sources that complete each chapter. Teachers will also find a
Sample Course Outline of U.S. Latino Literature which serves as guide for developing a course on
this important subject.

american history by judith ortiz cofer summary: Encyclopedia of Latino Culture Charles M.
Tatum, 2013-11-26 This three-volume encyclopedia describes and explains the variety and
commonalities in Latina/o culture, providing comprehensive coverage of a variety of Latina/o
cultural forms—popular culture, folk culture, rites of passages, and many other forms of shared
expression. In the last decade, the Latina/o population has established itself as the fastest growing
ethnic group within the United States, and constitutes one of the largest minority groups in the
nation. While the different Latina/o groups do have cultural commonalities, there are also many
differences among them. This important work examines the historical, regional, and ethnic/racial
diversity within specific traditions in rich detail, providing an accurate and comprehensive treatment
of what constitutes the Latino experience in America. The entries in this three-volume set provide
accessible, in-depth information on a wide range of topics, covering cultural traditions including
food; art, film, music, and literature; secular and religious celebrations; and religious beliefs and
practices. Readers will gain an appreciation for the historical, regional, and ethnic/racial diversity
within specific Latina/o traditions. Accompanying sidebars and spotlight biographies serve to
highlight specific cultural differences and key individuals.

american history by judith ortiz cofer summary: Twentieth-Century and Contemporary



American Literature in Context Linda De Roche, 2021-06-04 This four-volume reference work
surveys American literature from the early 20th century to the present day, featuring a diverse
range of American works and authors and an expansive selection of primary source materials.
Bringing useful and engaging material into the classroom, this four-volume set covers more than a
century of American literary history—from 1900 to the present. Twentieth-Century and
Contemporary American Literature in Context profiles authors and their works and provides
overviews of literary movements and genres through which readers will understand the historical,
cultural, and political contexts that have shaped American writing. Twentieth-Century and
Contemporary American Literature in Context provides wide coverage of authors, works, genres,
and movements that are emblematic of the diversity of modern America. Not only are major literary
movements represented, such as the Beats, but this work also highlights the emergence and
development of modern Native American literature, African American literature, and other
representative groups that showcase the diversity of American letters. A rich selection of primary
documents and background material provides indispensable information for student research.

american history by judith ortiz cofer summary: Bibliographic Guide to Chicana and
Latina Narrative Kathy Leonard, 2003-08-30 There has been a dramatic increase in the amount of
narrative work published by Chicana and Latina authors in the past 5 to 10 years. Nonetheless,
there has been little attempt to catalog this material. This reference provides convenient access to
all forms of narrative written by Chicana and Latina authors from the early 1940s through 2002. In
doing so, it helps users locate these works and surveys the growth of this vast body of literature. The
volume cites more than 2,750 short stories, novels, novel excerpts, and autobiographies written by
some 600 Mexican American, Puerto Rican, Cuban American, Dominican American, and Nuyorican
women authors. These citations are grouped in five indexes: an authory/title index, title/author index,
anthology index, novel index, and autobiography index. Short annotations are provided for the
anthologies, novels, and autobiographies. Thus the user who knows the title of a work can discover
the author, the other works the author has written, and the anthologies in which the author's shorter
pieces have been reprinted, along with information about particular works.

american history by judith ortiz cofer summary: American Fiction of the 1990s Jay Prosser,
2016-04-01 American Fiction of the 1990s: Reflections of History and Culture brings together essays
from international experts to examine one of the most vital and energized decades in American
literature. This volume reads the rich body of 1990s American fiction in the context of key cultural
concerns of the period. The issues that the contributors identify as especially productive include:
Immigration and America’s geographical borders, particularly those with Latin America Racial
tensions, race relations and racial exchanges Historical memory and the recording of history Sex,
scandal and the politicization of sexuality Postmodern technologies, terrorism and paranoia
American Fiction of the 1990s examines texts by established authors such as Don DeLillo, Toni
Morrison, Philip Roth and Thomas Pynchon, who write some of their most ambitious work in the
period, but also by emergent writers, such as Sherman Alexie, Chang-Rae Lee, E. Annie Proulx,
David Foster Wallace, and Jonathan Franzen. Offering new insight into both the literature and the
culture of the period, as well as the interaction between the two in a way that furthers the New
American Studies, this volume will be essential reading for students and lecturers of American
literature and culture and late twentieth-century fiction. Contributors include: Timothy Aubry, Alex
Blazer, Kasia Boddy, Stephen ]J. Burn, Andrew Dix, Brian Jarvis, Suzanne W. Jones, Peter Knight, A.
Robert Lee, Stacey Olster, Derek Parker Royal, Krishna Sen, Zoe Trodd, Andrew Warnes and Nahem
Yousaf.

american history by judith ortiz cofer summary: Latin Numbers Brian Eugenio Herrera,
2015-06-02 From the conga line to West Side Story to Ricky Martin, how popular performance
prompted American audiences to view Latinos as a distinct (and distinctly non-white) ethnic group

american history by judith ortiz cofer summary: Ideas Plus, 1984 The 19 ideas collected in
this 19th edition of Ideas Plus come from 2 sources: ideas submitted at an Idea Exchange session at
a National Council of Teachers of English Annual Convention or Spring Conference and




contributions by readers of Classroom Notes Plus and Ideas Plus. Some of the teaching practices
described in the collection are innovative, while others are adaptations on familiar ideas. The
collection of ideas is divided into three broad sections: (1) Prewriting and Writing; (2) Literature;
and (3) Explorations. (NKA)

american history by judith ortiz cofer summary: Latin American Women Writers Kathy S.
Leonard, 2007-09-19 There is a wealth of published literature in English by Latin American women
writers, but such material can be difficult to locate due to the lack of available bibliographic
resources. In addition, the various types of published narrative (short stories, novels, novellas,
autobiographies, and biographies) by Latin American women writers has increased significantly in
the last ten to fifteen years. To address the lack of bibliographic resources, Kathy Leonard has
compiled Latin American Women Writers: A Resource Guide to Titles in English. This reference
includes all forms of narrative-short story, autobiography, novel, novel excerpt, and others-by Latin
American women dating from 1898 to 2007. More than 3,000 individual titles are included by more
than 500 authors. This includes nearly 200 anthologies, more than 100 autobiographies/biographies
or other narrative, and almost 250 novels written by more than 100 authors from 16 different
countries. For the purposes of this bibliography, authors who were born in Latin America and either
continue to live there or have immigrated to the United States are included. Also, titles of pieces are
listed as originally written, in either Spanish or Portuguese. If the book was originally written in
English, a phrase to that effect is included, to better reflect the linguistic diversity of narrative
currently being published. This volume contains seven indexes: Authors by Country of Origin,
Authors/Titles of Work, Titles of Work/Authors, Autobiographies/Biographies and Other Narrative,
Anthologies, Novels and Novellas in Alphabetical Order by Author, and Novels and Novellas by
Authors' Country of Origin. Reflecting the increase in literary production and the facilitation of
materials, this volume contains a comprehensive listing of narrative pieces in English by Latin
American women writers not found in any other single volume currently on the market. This work of
reference will be of special interest to scholars, students, and instructors interested in narrativ

american history by judith ortiz cofer summary: Growing Up Ethnic in America Maria
Mazziotti Gillan, Jennifer Gillan, 1999-11-01 Stories navigating the commplicated terrain of race in
America, from acclaimed writers like Toni Morrison, E.L. Doctorow, Sandra Cisneros, Sherman
Alexie, and Amy Tan The editors who brought us Unsettling America and Identity Lessons have
compiled a short-story anthology that focuses on themes of racial and ethnic assimilation. With
humor, passion, and grace, the contributors lay bare poignant attempts at conformity and the
alienation sometimes experienced by ethnic Americans. But they also tell of the strength gained
through the preservation of their communities, and the realization that it was often their difference
from the norm that helped them to succeed. In pieces suggesting that American identity is far from
settled, these writers illustrate the diversity that is the source of both the nation's great discord and
infinite promise. These beautiful stories radiate with the poignant, ingenious ways young people
come to terms with their ethnic identities, negotiating their families, school, friends and their
futures . . . This exemplary collection fulfills the editors' aims: to open dialogue and encourage the
telling of difficult, adaptive or affirming life experiences. -Publisher's Weekly
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