history of musical theater

The Rich History of Musical Theater: From Ancient Roots to Modern Stages

history of musical theater is a fascinating journey that intertwines storytelling, music, and
performance into a vibrant art form enjoyed by audiences worldwide. This evolution spans centuries,
cultures, and artistic movements, shaping what we now recognize as musical theater. Whether
you're a theater enthusiast, a student, or simply curious, understanding this history offers insight
into how music and drama have combined to create some of the most beloved entertainment on
stage.

The Origins of Musical Theater

Musical theater didn't appear overnight; its roots can be traced back to ancient civilizations where
music and drama were inseparable elements of cultural expression. Early forms of musical
storytelling were often part of religious ceremonies or communal celebrations.

Ancient Beginnings: Greece and Rome

The earliest known theatrical performances in Ancient Greece included elements of music, dance,
and dialogue. Greek tragedies and comedies, performed during festivals honoring the god Dionysus,
often featured choruses that sang and danced, providing a musical backdrop to the narrative. These
choral odes can be seen as precursors to modern musical numbers.

Similarly, Roman theater borrowed heavily from Greek traditions but added more spectacle and
music, including instruments and songs, to entertain diverse audiences. Though these early
performances were far from today’s musicals, the integration of song and story laid important
groundwork.

Medieval and Renaissance Influences

During the Middle Ages, Europe saw the rise of liturgical dramas—religious plays performed in
churches that included chant and music. These were some of the first instances where music was
explicitly used to enhance storytelling beyond mere background.

As the Renaissance blossomed, secular theater grew, and with it, more sophisticated uses of music
in plays. Italian madrigals, French court ballets, and English masques combined music, dance, and
drama, creating entertainment that was both artistic and social. These forms heavily influenced the
development of opera, which closely relates to musical theater.



The Birth of Modern Musical Theater

The 18th and 19th centuries marked a turning point in the history of musical theater, witnessing the
birth of genres that would directly influence contemporary musicals.

Opera and Operetta: The Forerunners

Opera emerged in Italy around the early 1600s, uniting music, drama, and stagecraft. While opera
tended toward serious, classical themes, operettas—lighter, often comedic operas—became popular
in the 19th century, particularly in France and Austria. Composers like Jacques Offenbach and
Johann Strauss II crafted works with catchy melodies and witty librettos, making theater more
accessible and entertaining.

The Rise of Vaudeville and Musical Revues

In the United States and Britain, vaudeville and musical revues gained popularity in the late 19th
and early 20th centuries. These variety shows combined songs, comedy sketches, and dance
numbers but often lacked a continuous storyline. Nevertheless, they played a crucial role in
developing performance styles and introducing audiences to musical entertainment.

The Golden Age of Musical Theater

The mid-20th century is often called the “Golden Age” of musical theater, particularly in America,
when the art form reached new heights of creativity and popularity.

Broadway’s Ascendancy

Broadway in New York became the epicenter of musical theater, with shows that skillfully blended
narrative, music, and choreography. Composers and lyricists such as Rodgers and Hammerstein
revolutionized the genre by crafting musicals with cohesive plots and emotionally resonant songs.
Productions like *Oklahoma!* and *South Pacific* set new standards, demonstrating that musicals
could address serious themes while still entertaining.

Innovations in Storytelling and Music

During this period, musicals evolved beyond lighthearted entertainment to explore complex
characters and social issues. The integration of jazz, blues, and other contemporary music styles
enriched scores, reflecting the cultural landscape of the time. Choreographers like Agnes de Mille
and Jerome Robbins introduced dance as a key storytelling device, making musicals more dynamic
and visually compelling.



The Evolution of Contemporary Musical Theater

From the late 20th century to today, musical theater continues to grow, diversify, and innovate,
drawing from a wider range of influences than ever before.

Rock Musicals and Pop Culture

The 1960s and 70s brought rock musicals such as *Hair* and *Jesus Christ Superstar*, which
incorporated popular music styles and addressed contemporary social issues. This shift opened
musical theater to younger audiences and expanded its thematic scope.

Diversity and Global Influence

Recent decades have seen a greater emphasis on diversity both in storytelling and casting. Musicals
like *Hamilton* blend hip-hop with traditional forms, reshaping the narrative of American history
through a modern lens. Additionally, musical theater has grown internationally, with productions
influenced by various cultural traditions, from Bollywood-style musicals in India to innovative works
in Japan and beyond.

The Role of Technology and Multimedia

Advances in stage technology, lighting, and sound have transformed the theater experience. Modern
productions often feature elaborate sets, projections, and special effects that immerse audiences and
enhance storytelling. This fusion of technology and artistry continues to push the boundaries of what
musical theater can achieve.

Understanding the Components of Musical Theater

To fully appreciate the history of musical theater, it helps to understand its fundamental elements
and how they have developed.

e Book: The script or story that forms the backbone of the musical.

e Music: Composed melodies that express emotion and advance the plot.

e Lyrics: The words sung by characters, often poetic and character-driven.

¢ Choreography: Dance and movement that complement the narrative and music.

e Production Design: Sets, costumes, and lighting that create the world of the play.



These elements have evolved in tandem throughout history, each reflecting the cultural and artistic
trends of their time.

Why the History of Musical Theater Matters Today

Exploring the history of musical theater is more than an academic exercise; it enriches our
understanding of how this vibrant art form connects with audiences across generations. The stories
told through musicals reflect societal values, struggles, and dreams, making them a mirror of human
experience.

For performers, writers, and directors, knowing this history inspires innovation and respect for
tradition. For audiences, it deepens appreciation for the craft and the layers of creativity on stage.

Whether watching a classic Rodgers and Hammerstein show or a cutting-edge new musical, the
echoes of centuries of musical storytelling resonate, reminding us of the enduring power of music
and drama combined.

Musical theater’s history is a testament to human creativity, constantly evolving yet deeply rooted in
our shared love of storytelling through song.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is considered the origin of musical theater?

The origin of musical theater can be traced back to ancient Greek theater, where music, dance, and
drama were combined, but the modern form began to develop in the 18th and 19th centuries with
operettas and vaudeville.

Who is known as the 'Father of American Musical Theater'?

George M. Cohan is often called the 'Father of American Musical Theater' for his contributions to
the development of the genre in the early 20th century.

What was the significance of ‘Show Boat' in musical theater
history?

Premiering in 1927, 'Show Boat' was significant for integrating songs with the plot and addressing
serious social issues, marking a turning point in the evolution of musical theater.

How did the 'Golden Age' of musical theater influence the art
form?

The 'Golden Age,' roughly from the 1940s to the 1960s, brought masterpieces by Rodgers and
Hammerstein, Lerner and Loewe, and others, emphasizing cohesive storytelling, memorable music,



and complex characters.

What role did Stephen Sondheim play in musical theater
history?

Stephen Sondheim revolutionized musical theater with his sophisticated lyrics, complex characters,
and innovative storytelling, influencing the genre from the 1970s onward.

How has musical theater evolved in the 21st century?

In the 21st century, musical theater has embraced diverse stories, technology, and cross-genre
influences, with shows like 'Hamilton' blending hip-hop and historical narrative to reach wider
audiences.

What is the difference between an operetta and a musical?

Operettas are light operas with spoken dialogue, popular in the 19th and early 20th centuries,
focusing on romantic and comedic themes, while musicals typically have more modern music styles
and varied storytelling techniques.

How did vaudeville contribute to the development of musical
theater?

Vaudeville, a variety entertainment popular in the late 19th and early 20th centuries, helped shape
musical theater by introducing diverse acts, comedic sketches, and musical performances that
influenced early musicals.

What impact did the musical 'West Side Story' have on
theater?

Premiering in 1957, "West Side Story' combined classical music, jazz, and dance to tell a
contemporary story of love and conflict, addressing social issues and elevating choreography as a
storytelling tool in musical theater.

Additional Resources

History of Musical Theater: Tracing the Evolution of a Dynamic Art Form

history of musical theater reveals a rich tapestry woven from diverse cultural influences, artistic
innovations, and evolving societal tastes. As a hybrid form combining music, drama, dance, and
visual spectacle, musical theater has captivated audiences worldwide for centuries. Understanding
its historical trajectory not only provides insight into its artistic complexity but also underscores its
enduring appeal in contemporary entertainment.



The Origins and Early Development of Musical Theater

The history of musical theater can be traced back to ancient times, where music and drama were
inseparably linked in ritualistic and theatrical performances. Ancient Greek theater incorporated
choruses that sang and danced, laying early foundations for musical storytelling. However, the
recognizable format of musical theater, combining spoken dialogue, song, and dance, began to take
shape in Europe during the Renaissance.

In the 16th and 17th centuries, the emergence of Italian opera marked a significant milestone.
Opera blended dramatic narrative with complex musical compositions, often performed in lavish
venues. While opera is distinct from modern musical theater, it influenced the genre by
demonstrating how music could intensify emotional expression within a story.

Ballad Operas and Comic Interludes

By the early 18th century, ballad operas, such as John Gay’s *The Beggar’s Opera* (1728),
introduced a more accessible form of musical theater. These productions used popular tunes with
new lyrics to satirize contemporary society, making theater more appealing to a broader audience.
Simultaneously, comic operettas, notably those by Jacques Offenbach in France, combined
lighthearted narratives with catchy melodies, setting a precedent for musical comedy.

The Rise of Modern Musical Theater: 19th to Early 20th
Century

The 19th century witnessed the further evolution of musical theater into a distinct genre,
particularly in England and the United States. The influence of operetta persisted, but new forms
such as vaudeville and minstrel shows emerged, offering varied entertainment that often included
song and dance numbers.

In England, Gilbert and Sullivan’s comic operas, including *The Pirates of Penzance* and *H.M.S.
Pinafore*, were instrumental in popularizing witty, well-structured musical plays. Their work
combined satire, memorable melodies, and cohesive plots, bridging the gap between operetta and
modern musical theater.

American Musical Theater and the Birth of the Book Musical

Across the Atlantic, American musical theater began to flourish in the late 19th century, influenced
by European traditions but evolving its own identity. The early 1900s saw the emergence of the
"book musical," where songs and dances were integrated seamlessly into a narrative structure. This
was a shift away from revues and variety shows toward storytelling as the core.

A pivotal figure in this development was Jerome Kern, whose musical *Show Boat* (1927) addressed
serious themes and employed music to advance the plot and character development. This production



is widely regarded as a turning point, elevating musical theater's artistic credibility.

Golden Age of Musical Theater

The period from the 1940s to the 1960s is often referred to as the Golden Age of musical theater.
During these decades, the genre reached new heights of popularity and artistic sophistication,
particularly on Broadway.

Key Innovators and Landmark Productions

Composers and lyricists such as Rodgers and Hammerstein transformed the art form by producing
shows that blended compelling narratives with unforgettable music. Their works, including
*QOklahoma!* (1943), *Carousel* (1945), and *South Pacific* (1949), introduced complex characters
and social themes, often challenging prevailing norms.

Other notable contributors included Leonard Bernstein (*West Side Story*), Cole Porter (*Kiss Me,
Kate*), and Lerner and Loewe (*My Fair Lady*). These musicals combined lyrical sophistication,
innovative choreography, and captivating storytelling, setting standards for future productions.

Characteristics of the Golden Age Musicals

- Integrated storytelling with musical numbers that advanced the plot
- Exploration of social and emotional themes

- Use of dance as a narrative device

- High production values, including elaborate sets and costumes

This era also saw the rise of iconic performers and choreographers who helped define the visual and
performative language of musical theater.

Post-Golden Age Innovations and Global Expansion

Following the Golden Age, musical theater diversified and expanded in both style and geography.
The 1970s and 1980s introduced rock musicals such as *Hair* and *Jesus Christ Superstar*, which
incorporated contemporary music genres and addressed countercultural themes.

The concept of the “megamusical” emerged with productions like *Cats*, *Les Misérables*, and *The
Phantom of the Opera*. These shows emphasized spectacle, elaborate stagecraft, and international
appeal, often resulting in long-running global tours.



Contemporary Trends in Musical Theater

Today, musical theater continues to evolve, blending traditional elements with innovative
storytelling methods and diverse musical styles. Contemporary creators like Lin-Manuel Miranda
(*Hamilton*) have revolutionized the genre by integrating hip-hop and multicultural narratives,
making musical theater more inclusive and reflective of modern society.

Moreover, technological advancements have enhanced production quality, enabling immersive
experiences through sophisticated lighting, sound design, and digital effects.

The Impact and Legacy of Musical Theater

The history of musical theater illustrates its profound cultural and artistic impact. It serves as a
mirror to societal changes, addressing themes from love and identity to politics and social justice. Its
hybrid nature allows for creative experimentation, attracting a wide demographic of audiences.

Musical theater's influence extends beyond the stage, shaping film, television, and popular music.
Iconic songs and storylines penetrate mainstream culture, demonstrating the genre’s enduring
relevance.

While the genre has faced challenges, including competition from other entertainment forms and the
need to adapt to shifting audience preferences, its ability to reinvent itself ensures its survival and

growth.

In tracing the history of musical theater, one observes a continuous dialogue between tradition and
innovation—a testament to its dynamic nature and its role as a vital form of artistic expression.
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with 2010's American Idiot, even the punk musical. The Chronicle is arranged chronologically and is
fully indexed according to names of shows, songs, and people involved, for easy searching and
browsing. Chapters range from the Prologue, which traces the origins of American musical theater
to 1866, through several intermissions (for instance, Broadway's Response to the Swing Era,
1937-1942) and up to Act Seven, the theatre of the twenty-first century. This last chapter covers the
dramatic changes in musical theatre since the last edition published - whereas Fosse, a
choreography-heavy revue, won the 1999 Tony for Best Musical, the 2008 award went to In the
Heights, which combines hip-hop, rap, meringue and salsa unlike any musical before it. Other
groundbreaking and/or box-office-breaking shows covered for the first time include Avenue Q, The
Producers, Billy Elliot, Jersey Boys, Monty Python's Spamalot, Wicked, Hairspray, Urinetown the
Musical, and Spring Awakening.Discussion of these shows incorporates plot synopses, names of
principal players, descriptions of scenery and costumes, and critical reactions. In addition, short
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comprehensive social history of the American musical theater, this social history will appeal to both
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history of musical theater: Dancing Through the Ages: A History of Musical Theater
Pasquale De Marco, 2025-05-19 Take a journey through the captivating world of musical theater in
this comprehensive and engaging book. From its humble origins to its current status as a global
phenomenon, this book delves into the rich history, evolucao and impact of this beloved art form.
Explore the contributions of legendary composers, lyricists, choreographers, and performers who
have shaped musical theater and created some of the most iconic and beloved musicals of all time.
Discover the stories behind the greatest shows, from the classics of Broadway to the groundbreaking
works of contemporary theater. Delve into the changing landscape of musical theater, from the
decline of Broadway to the rise of regional theater and the impact of television and film. Examine the
new wave of musicals that are pushing the boundaries of the art form and explore the future of
musical theater in a rapidly changing world. This book is more than just a history of musical theater;
it is a celebration of its enduring power to entertain, inspire, and change lives. With insightful
analysis, captivating storytelling, and a wealth of illustrations, this book is a must-read for anyone
who loves musical theater or wants to learn more about this fascinating art form. So step into the
spotlight and let the magic of musical theater transport you to another world. From the soaring
melodies of Broadway hits to the intimate stories of off-Broadway gems, this book will take you on a
journey that is sure to leave you captivated and inspired. Whether you're a lifelong fan or a
newcomer to musical theater, this book is the perfect way to deepen your appreciation for this
extraordinary art form. If you like this book, write a review on google books!

history of musical theater: Musical Theater Alyson McLamore, 2016-09-16 For Surveys of
Musical Theater, Music Appreciation courses and Popular Culture Surveys. This unique historical
survey illustrates the interaction of multiple artistic and dramatic considerations with an overview of
the development of numerous popular musical theater genres. This introduction provides more than
a history of musical theater, it studies the music within the shows to provide an understanding of the
contributions of musical theater composers as clearly as the artistry of musical theater lyricists and
librettists. The familiarity of the musical helps students understand how music functions in a song
and a show, while giving them the vocabulary to discuss their perceptions.

history of musical theater: Anything Goes Ethan Mordden, 2013-08-08 Ethan Mordden has
been hailed as a sharp-eared listener and a discerning critic, by Opera News, which compares his
books to dinner with a knowledgeable, garrulous companion. The preeminent historian of the
American musical (New York Times), he brings boundless energy and enthusiasm buttressed by an
arsenal of smart anecdotes (Wall Street Journal). Now Mordden offers an entirely fresh and



infectiously delightful history of American musical theatre. Anything Goes stages a grand revue of
the musical from the 1700s through to the present day, narrated in Mordden's famously witty,
scholarly, and conversational style. He places us in a bare rehearsal room as the cast of Oklahoma!
changes history by psychoanalyzing the plot in the greatest of the musical's many Dream Ballets.
And he gives us tickets for orchestra seats on opening night-raising the curtain on the pleasures of
Victor Herbert's The Red Mill and the thrill of Porgy and Bess. Mordden examines the music, of
course, but also more neglected elements. Dance was once considered as crucial as song; he follows
it from the nineteenth century's zany hoofing to tap combinations of the 1920s, from the injection of
ballet and modern dance in the 1930s and '40s to the innovations of Bob Fosse. He also explores the
changing structure of musical comedy and operetta, and the evolution of the role of the star. Fred
Stone, the avuncular Scarecrow in the Wizard of Oz, seldom varied his acting from part to part; but
the versatile Ethel Merman turned the headlining role inside out in Gypsy, playing a character who
was selfish, fierce, and destructive. From ballad opera to burlesque, from Fiddler on the Roof to
Rent, the history and lore of the musical unfolds here in a performance worthy of a standing ovation.

history of musical theater: A History of the American Musical Theatre Nathan Hurwitz,
2014-06-27 From the diverse proto-theatres of the mid-1800s, though the revues of the ‘20s, the
‘true musicals’ of the ‘40s, the politicisation of the ‘60s and the ‘mega-musicals’ of the ‘80s, every
era in American musical theatre reflected a unique set of socio-cultural factors. Nathan Hurwitz uses
these factors to explain the output of each decade in turn, showing how the most popular
productions spoke directly to the audiences of the time. He explores the function of musical theatre
as commerce, tying each big success to the social and economic realities in which it flourished. This
study spans from the earliest spectacles and minstrel shows to contemporary musicals such as
Avenue Q and Spiderman. It traces the trends of this most commercial of art forms from the
perspective of its audiences, explaining how staying in touch with writers and producers strove to
stay in touch with these changing moods. Each chapter deals with a specific decade, introducing the
main players, the key productions and the major developments in musical theatre during that period.
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histories in London and New York. Musical Theatre Histories: Expanding the Narrative, however,
depicts the musical as neither American nor British, but both and more, having grown out of
frequent and substantial interactions between both centres (and beyond). Through multiple thematic
'histories', Millie Taylor and Adam Rush take readers on a series of journeys that include the art
form's European and American origins, African American influences, negotiations arounddiversity,
national identity, and the globalisation of the form, as well as revival culture, censorship and the
place of social media in the 21st century. Each chapter includes case studies and key concept boxes
to identify, explain and contextualise important discussions, offering an accessible study of a
dynamic and ever evolving medium. Written and developed for undergraduate students, this
introductory textbook provides a newly focused and alternative way of understanding musical
theatre history.
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Everett, Paul R. Laird, 2015-11-12 The Broadway musical has greatly influenced both American and
world culture. Shows such as Oklahoma! and Annie Get Your Gun are as American as apple pie,
while the long runs of imports such as Cats, The Phantom of the Opera, and Les Misérables have
broken records. Shows filled with rock and pop music such as Mamma Mia! and Wicked enthrall
audiences, and revivals of beloved shows play an important role in contemporary Broadway culture.
Actors Ethel Merman, Yul Brynner, Julie Andrews, Bernadette Peters, and Audra McDonald;
composers and lyricists Irving Berlin, George Gershwin, Cole Porter, Richard Rodgers, Oscar
Hammerstein, Leonard Bernstein, Stephen Sondheim, John Kander, Fred Ebb, and Jeanine Tesori;
and directors and choreographers George Abbott, Agnes de Mille, Jerome Robbins, Bob Fosse,
Tommy Tune, and Susan Stroman—to name only a few—have gained national and international
recognition by way of the Broadway musical stage. This second edition of Historical Dictionary of the



Broadway Musical contains a chronology, an introduction, an appendix, and an extensive
bibliography. The dictionary section has over 1000 cross-referenced entries on Broadway shows,
composers, playwrights, directors, producers, designers, actors, and theatres. This book is an
excellent access point for students, researchers, and anyone wanting to know more about Broadway
musicals.

history of musical theater: American Musical Theater James Leve, 2016 Oklahoma! and the
integrated book musical -- Musical theater in nineteenth-century America -- Broadway at the turn of
the century -- The teens -- The twenties -- The thirties -- The forties -- The fifties -- The sixties -- The
seventies -- The eighties -- The nineties -- The new millennium -- Musical theater off Broadway -- The
black musical -- Rock on Broadway -- The star.

history of musical theater: Popular Music Theatre under Socialism Wolfgang Jansen, 2020
Theatre scholars and musicologists from Russia, Poland, Hungary, Romania, the Czech Republic,
Austria and Germany came together in spring 2017 at the Center for Popular Culture and Music for
a symposium, where they discussed for the first time the topic “Popular Music Theatre under
Socialism: Operettas and Musicals in the Eastern European States 1945 to 1990”. This involved
general questions such as: Did the uniform (prescribed) worldview lead to identical plays, or are
there - in spite of a transnational ideology - national specific differences? And what did these
differences possibly look like? The authors of this volume describe the phases of development, the
national productions went through, and what influence the import of plays from abroad had on it,
whether from the “fraternal socialist countries” or the “capitalistic West”. They examine the
government guidelines for authors and composers over the decades. Who were the most important
authors and composers? Was there any “socialist operetta”, any “socialist musical”? And what
political, social and ideological topics were negotiated on stage? The volume demonstrates the
importance of a topic that has so far received little attention in research on European theatre and
music history.

history of musical theater: Pick a Pocket Or Two Ethan Mordden, 2021-08-02 From Gilbert
and Sullivan to Andrew Lloyd Webber, from Julie Andrews to Hugh Jackman, from Half a Sixpence to
Matilda, Pick a Pocket Or Two is the story of the British musical: where it began and how it
developed. In Pick a Pocket Or Two, acclaimed author Ethan Mordden brings his wit and wisdom to
bear in telling the full history of the British musical, from The Beggar's Opera (1728) to the present,
with an interest in isolating the unique qualities of the form and its influence on the American
model. To place a very broad generalization, the American musical is regarded as largely about
ambition fulfilled, whereas the British musical is about social order. Oklahoma!'s Curly wins the
heart of the farmer Laurey--or, in other words, the cowboy becomes a landowner, establishing a
truce between the freelancers on horseback and the ruling class. Half a Sixpence, on the other hand,
finds a working-class boy coming into a fortune and losing it to fancy Dans, whereupon he is
reunited with his working-class sweetheart, his modest place in the social order affirmed. Anecdotal
and evincing a strong point of view, the book covers not only the shows and their authors but the
personalities as well--W. S. Gilbert trying out his stagings on a toy theatre, Ivor Novello going to jail
for abusing wartime gas rationing during World War II, fabled producer C. B. Cochran coming to a
most shocking demise for a man whose very name meant classy, carefree entertainment.
Unabashedly opinionated and an excellent stylist, author Ethan Mordden provokes as much as he
pleases. Mordden is the preeminent historian of the form, and his book will be required reading for
readers of all walks, from the most casual of musical theater goers to musical theater buffs to
students and scholars of the form.

history of musical theater: Musical Theatre Education and Training in the 21st Century
Jessica O'Bryan, Scott D. Harrison, 2024-09-17 Musical Theatre Education and Training in the 21st
Century presents a wide range of viewpoints on the musical theatre profession. It brings together
research from the UK, US, Australia, and beyond, providing an essential resource for educators,
students, and all those involved in training for musical theatre. The research draws on best practice
from creatives, producers, practising artists, and the academy to reveal a multiplicity of approaches



and educational pathways for consideration by performers, educators, institutions, and the
profession. The book goes beyond the key elements of performance training in singing, dancing, and
acting to explore adjacent creative and business skills, along with some of the more recent and
challenging aspects of the profession such as diversity of representation both on and off stage,
building safe working environments, and managing mental and physical health and wellbeing. The
authors incorporate information from over 100 interviews with everyone from emerging performers
to leading professionals, and explore the practicalities of pre-professional training, skills
development, and curricular design, alongside the broader attributes required in preparation for the
profession. This book offers vital insights into how musical theatre practitioners can best be
prepared to make their way in the field now and in the future.

history of musical theater: Showtime Larry Stempel, 2010-09-14 Stempel puts forth the
definitive history of the Broadway musical: the shows, the stars, the movers, and the shakers.

history of musical theater: The Musical Kurt Ganzl, 1997 A rich and colorful history of three
centuries of musical theater.

history of musical theater: Children, Childhood, and Musical Theater Donelle Ruwe, James
Leve, 2020-02-19 Bringing together scholars from musicology, literature, childhood studies, and
theater, this volume examines the ways in which children's musicals tap into adult nostalgia for
childhood while appealing to the needs and consumer potential of the child. The contributors take up
a wide range of musicals, including works inspired by the books of children's authors such as Roald
Dahl, P.L. Travers, and Francis Hodgson Burnett; created by Rodgers and Hammerstein, Lionel Bart,
and other leading lights of musical theater; or conceived for a cast made up entirely of children. The
collection examines musicals that propagate or complicate normative attitudes regarding what
childhood is or should be. It also considers the child performer in movie musicals as well as in
professional and amateur stage musicals. This far-ranging collection highlights the special place that
musical theater occupies in the imaginations and lives of children as well as adults. The collection
comes at a time of increased importance of musical theater in the lives of children and young adults.

history of musical theater: The American Musical Peter H. Riddle, 2003 This book traces the
origins of music theatre from its 18th century European roots through its transformation in 19th
century America, and its relation to American popular forms of entertainment as the minstrel show,
burlesque and the revue. The flowering of the true musical comedy is documented, as represented
by the Princess Musical of Jerome Kern and P G Wodehouse, which then gave birth to the first
enduring masterpieces of American music drama -- Kern and Hammerstein's 'Show Boat'. Includes
section on Stephen Sondheim, Andrew Lloyd Webber and the development of music theatre through
the sixties and beyond.

history of musical theater: Discourses on American Musical Theatre between Sao Paulo and
New York Bernardo Fonseca Machado, 2022-02-07 In this book, Bernardo Fonseca Machado
examines the transnationalization of American Broadway and the resulting cultural exchanges
between New York and Sao Paulo at the turn of the twenty-first century. Machado combines
ethnography and history to track the complexities of discourses, imaginaries, and economic interests
within the flow of musical people, capital, practices, pedagogies, and shows between these two
cities.

history of musical theater: Music, Theatre and Politics in Germany Nikolaus Bacht, 2006
Music, theatre and politics have maintained a long-standing relationship that continues to be strong.
The contributions in this volume bridge the conventional chronological division between 'late
Romantic' and 'modern' music to thematize a wide array of i

history of musical theater: Better Foot Forward Ethan Mordden, 1976 History of the
American musical from the 1920's to the 1970's.
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