history of prostitution in america

**The History of Prostitution in America: An In-Depth Exploration**

history of prostitution in america is a topic that weaves through the fabric
of the nation’s social, legal, and cultural development. From the earliest
colonial settlements to the bustling urban centers of the 20th century,
prostitution has played a complex and often controversial role in American
society. Understanding this history not only sheds light on shifting moral
attitudes but also reveals patterns of law enforcement, gender dynamics, and
economic survival strategies throughout the centuries.

Early Beginnings: Prostitution in Colonial
America

When European settlers first arrived in North America, the social structures
they brought with them were deeply intertwined with rigid religious and moral
codes. However, despite strict Puritanical values, prostitution existed from
the very early days of colonial America. In many frontier towns, where male

populations far outnumbered females, prostitution became an economic reality.

In places like Jamestown and New Amsterdam (modern-day New York), brothels
appeared near ports and taverns, catering to sailors, traders, and laborers.
Women involved in sex work often faced harsh punishments, ranging from public
shaming to physical penalties, as authorities sought to maintain social
order. Yet, despite these efforts, prostitution remained a persistent part of
colonial life.

The Role of Brothels and Sex Workers in Colonial
Society

Brothels were often tolerated unofficially because of their role in managing
the demand for sex in male-dominated environments. In some communities,
authorities regulated these establishments by licensing brothels or imposing
fines, recognizing that outright bans were difficult to enforce. Women
working in these settings were frequently marginalized, with few legal
protections, but their economic contributions were undeniable.

19th Century: The Expansion and Regulation of
Prostitution

As America expanded westward in the 19th century, the history of prostitution
in America took on new dimensions. The Gold Rush and the development of
railroad towns created booming economies with transient populations of men
seeking entertainment and companionship. This led to the proliferation of so-
called “red-light districts” in burgeoning cities like San Francisco,
Chicago, and Denver.



Legal Approaches and the Rise of Red-Light Districts

During this era, many municipalities took a pragmatic approach to
prostitution. Instead of outright bans, some cities established regulated
zones where prostitution was tolerated and controlled. The famous Storyville
district in New Orleans is a prime example, where sex work was confined to a
specific neighborhood and licensed by the city. This system aimed to contain
prostitution’s perceived social risks while also generating municipal revenue
through licensing fees and fines.

However, this period also saw the rise of the social purity movement, which
pushed for moral reform and the criminalization of prostitution.
Organizations like the Woman’s Christian Temperance Union and the Mann Act of
1910 sought to combat what they viewed as the moral decay brought on by
prostitution and related vices.

Prostitution in the Early 20th Century:
Challenges and Changes

The early 1900s marked a turning point in the history of prostitution in
America. With the Progressive Era’s emphasis on social reform, many cities
intensified efforts to close down brothels and criminalize sex work. This was
also the time when federal laws targeting prostitution and human trafficking
began to take shape.

The Impact of the Mann Act and Federal Legislation

The Mann Act, also known as the White-Slave Traffic Act, was enacted in 1910
to combat the interstate transportation of women for “immoral purposes.”
While its original intention was to fight forced prostitution and
trafficking, the law was often applied broadly, sometimes targeting
consensual sex work or relationships that defied social norms.

This period’s legal crackdown pushed prostitution underground, making it more
dangerous for those involved. Sex workers faced increased stigmatization, and
law enforcement agencies often treated them harshly, focusing on arrests
rather than addressing underlying economic or social issues.

The Role of Prostitution During the World Wars

The history of prostitution in America during the World Wars reveals the
complex relationship between sex work, military needs, and public health.
During both World War I and World War II, prostitution near military bases
surged as soldiers sought companionship and relief from the stresses of war.

Government Responses and Public Health Measures

Recognizing the health risks associated with prostitution, especially the
spread of sexually transmitted infections (STIs), the military and government



agencies implemented various control measures. During World War I, for
example, the U.S. government set up regulated “comfort stations,” where sex
workers were regularly examined and treated for STIs.

’

Despite these controls, prostitution remained officially illegal in most
states, leading to a complicated dynamic between enforcement, public health,
and the realities of soldiers’ behavior. The wars also highlighted broader
societal tensions about sexuality, morality, and gender roles.

Modern Developments: Prostitution from the
Mid-20th Century to Today

Following World War II, the history of prostitution in America entered a new
phase marked by shifting social attitudes, legal battles, and the rise of the
feminist movement.

Legal Crackdowns and the Rise of Sex Work Advocacy

The mid-to-late 20th century saw intensified policing of prostitution,
especially in urban areas. However, this period also witnessed increasing
advocacy for the rights and safety of sex workers. Groups emerged calling for
decriminalization, harm reduction, and better health care access for those in
the sex industry.

The 1970s and 1980s were decades of significant cultural change. Feminist
debates around prostitution became prominent, with some activists viewing it
as exploitation, while others saw it as a form of labor deserving of rights
and protections. This divide continues to influence discussions about sex
work policy today.

Legalization and Decriminalization Movements

In recent decades, a few states and municipalities have experimented with
legalizing or decriminalizing prostitution to varying degrees. Nevada remains
the only state with legal, regulated brothels in certain counties. Elsewhere,
cities and states continue to grapple with how best to balance criminal
justice, public health, and human rights concerns.

The rise of digital technology has also transformed the landscape of sex
work, allowing for new forms of advertising and client interaction but also
creating new challenges for regulation and worker safety.

Understanding the Broader Social Implications

The history of prostitution in America is not just a tale of laws and
regulations; it is deeply connected to issues of gender, economics, race, and
power. Many women (and men) involved in sex work have been marginalized by
society, often due to poverty, lack of education, or limited employment
opportunities.



Intersectionality in the History of Sex Work

Throughout American history, race and class have heavily influenced how
prostitution is perceived and policed. Women of color and immigrants have
frequently faced harsher legal treatment and social stigma, reflecting
broader patterns of discrimination.

Understanding these intersectional dynamics is essential for creating
policies that protect vulnerable populations and respect the agency of sex
workers.

Tips for Engaging with Historical Sources on
Prostitution

— When researching the history of prostitution, consider multiple
perspectives: legal records, personal narratives, and academic studies all
provide different insights.

— Pay attention to the language used in historical documents, which often
reflects the moral attitudes of the time.

- Explore how economic trends, such as industrialization and urbanization,
influenced the prevalence and regulation of prostitution.

The history of prostitution in America 1is a multifaceted story that reveals
much about the country’s evolving views on morality, law, and human rights.
As society continues to debate the best ways to address sex work today,
looking back at this complex history offers valuable lessons and
perspectives.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the historical origin of prostitution in

America®?
Prostitution in America dates back to the colonial period, where it was often
linked to economic necessity and limited opportunities for women. Early

records show that prostitution existed in port cities and frontier towns as a
common, though often stigmatized, occupation.

How did prostitution evolve during the 19th century
in America?

During the 19th century, prostitution became more organized and visible,
especially in rapidly growing urban centers. Brothels and red-light districts

emerged, and prostitution was often tolerated or regulated by local
authorities despite moral opposition.

What was the role of prostitution during the Gold
Rush era?

The Gold Rush era (mid-1800s) saw a significant increase in prostitution due
to the influx of mostly male miners and settlers. Women who engaged in



prostitution often found economic opportunities in boomtowns where
traditional Jjobs were scarce.

How did the Progressive Era impact prostitution laws
in America®?

The Progressive Era (late 19th to early 20th century) led to increased
efforts to reform or abolish prostitution through legislation and moral
campaigns. The Mann Act of 1910, for example, aimed to combat human

trafficking and the interstate transport of women for immoral purposes.

What effect did the legalization and regulation of
prostitution have in certain American cities?

Some American cities, like parts of Nevada, legalized and regulated
prostitution to control public health and reduce crime. Legal brothels
operate under strict regqulations, offering a safer environment for sex
workers compared to illegal settings.

How has the perception of prostitution changed in
America over time?

Perceptions of prostitution in America have shifted from viewing it solely as
a moral failing to recognizing the complexities involving economic, social,
and human rights issues. Contemporary debates focus on legalization,
decriminalization, and protecting the rights and safety of sex workers.

Additional Resources

**The History of Prostitution in America: An Analytical Review**

history of prostitution in america is a complex and multifaceted subject that
intertwines with the social, economic, and cultural evolution of the United
States. As one of the oldest professions, prostitution has been present since
the earliest days of American colonization, adapting and transforming in
response to changing legal frameworks, societal attitudes, and economic
pressures. This article delves into the historical trajectory of prostitution
in America, examining key periods, regulatory approaches, and the socio-
political implications surrounding the sex trade.

Early Colonial Era: Foundations of Prostitution
in America

In the 17th and 18th centuries, prostitution in colonial America was both
prevalent and paradoxically tolerated to varying degrees. Early settlements
often struggled with gender imbalances, leading to limited opportunities for
women, some of whom turned to sex work as a means of survival. While explicit
laws against prostitution existed, enforcement was inconsistent, reflecting
broader societal ambivalence.

Religious and community leaders frequently condemned the practice,
associating it with moral decay, yet brothels and taverns that doubled as



places of prostitution were common in port cities such as Boston, New York,
and Philadelphia. The economic underpinnings of prostitution during this era
were tied to the harsh realities of colonial life and the limited avenues
available to women outside of domestic service or marriage.

The Role of Prostitution in Urban Growth

As urban centers expanded in the 19th century, prostitution became more
visible and, in some cases, openly commercialized. Cities like New Orleans,
San Francisco, and Chicago saw the emergence of red-light districts, which
were often unofficially tolerated by local authorities due to the economic
benefits they brought. The influx of immigrants and the rapid growth of
industrial economies contributed to a demand for commercial sex, particularly
among working-class men.

Regulation and Reform: The Legal Landscape

The history of prostitution in America i1s marked by a persistent tension
between regulation and criminalization. In the 19th century, some
municipalities instituted regulatory frameworks aimed at controlling the
spread of venereal diseases and maintaining public order. Notably, the
"contagious disease acts" allowed for the medical examination of women
suspected of prostitution, often infringing on civil liberties.

However, the latter half of the 19th century witnessed a growing reform
movement influenced by Victorian morality and feminist activism.
Organizations such as the Woman’s Christian Temperance Union (WCTU) and the
Social Purity Movement campaigned vigorously against prostitution, advocating
for stricter laws and the closure of brothels. This period also saw the rise
of the Mann Act (1910), a federal law aimed at curbing human trafficking and
interstate prostitution.

Legal Approaches: Criminalization vs. Regulation

The diverse legal approaches to prostitution across states and municipalities
reveal a fragmented policy landscape:

e Criminalization: Most states adopted laws that made prostitution
illegal, punishing both sex workers and their clients.

e Regulation: Some areas, particularly in the Western United States,
allowed regulated prostitution in "red-light districts" or licensed
brothels, such as those in Nevada, where prostitution remains legal in
certain counties.

e Decriminalization and Legalization Debates: More recently, discussions
around decriminalizing or legalizing sex work have gained traction,
emphasizing harm reduction and human rights.



20th Century Transformations: Prostitution Amid
Social Change

The 20th century brought significant shifts in the sex trade, influenced by
urbanization, changing social norms, and federal policy initiatives. The
Prohibition era (1920-1933) indirectly affected prostitution by fostering
underground economies, while the Great Depression intensified economic
hardships, leading to increased vulnerability among women.

During World War II, prostitution was both stigmatized and regulated near

military bases, with the government implementing medical exams to control

sexually transmitted infections among servicemen. The post-war period saw

rising public concern about crime and morality, leading to intensified law
enforcement efforts and the stigmatization of sex workers.

The Impact of the Sexual Revolution and Feminist
Movements

The sexual revolution of the 1960s and 1970s challenged traditional attitudes
toward sexuality, including perspectives on prostitution. While some
feminists viewed prostitution as inherently exploitative, others argued for
the recognition of sex work as a legitimate form of labor deserving legal
protection and social support.

These debates influenced policy and public discourse, contributing to the
emergence of advocacy groups promoting the rights and safety of sex workers.
The HIV/AIDS epidemic of the 1980s further complicated matters, prompting
both increased criminalization in some areas and harm reduction strategies in
others.

Contemporary Perspectives and Challenges

In recent decades, the history of prostitution in America has intersected
with broader issues of human trafficking, gender inequality, and criminal
justice reform. Modern law enforcement efforts often conflate consensual sex
work with trafficking, complicating advocacy for decriminalization and the
protection of sex workers’ rights.

Technology, too, has reshaped the landscape, with online platforms
facilitating both the solicitation and policing of prostitution. The debate
continues over the most effective and ethical approaches to addressing
prostitution, balancing concerns about exploitation, public health, and
individual autonomy.

Key Features of Modern Prostitution in America

e Diverse Legal Status: Prostitution remains illegal in most states, with
Nevada as a notable exception.

e Criminal Justice Impact: Arrests for prostitution disproportionately



affect marginalized communities, raising concerns about systemic bias.

e Health and Safety Initiatives: Increased focus on harm reduction,
including access to healthcare and support services.

e Advocacy and Rights Movements: Growing support for the decriminalization
of sex work and the empowerment of sex workers.

The history of prostitution in America reveals a persistent struggle between
societal condemnation and pragmatic tolerance. From colonial times through to
the present day, the sex trade has mirrored broader social dynamics,
reflecting changing values, economic realities, and legal philosophies.
Understanding this history is essential for informed policy-making and
fostering a more nuanced public discourse on one of society’s most enduring
and controversial professions.

History Of Prostitution In America
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history of prostitution in america: The Routledge History of Crime in America James
Campbell, Vivien Miller, 2024-12-27 Covering a broad chronology from the colonial era to the
present, this volume’s 28 chapters reflect the diverse approaches, interests and findings of an
international group of new and established scholars working on American crime histories today. The
book is organized around major themes in crime history, including violence, science and technology,
culture, gender and organized crime, and it addresses pressing contemporary concerns such as
mass incarceration and the racial politics of crime in modern America. It also engages with the
history of crime literature, film and popular culture from colonial execution sermons to true crime
television in the twenty-first century. The volume is alert to continuities and diversity over time and
place in the history of American crime, notably in chapters on the South, the West and the impact of
urbanization on practices and ideas about crime and law enforcement in different periods of the
American past. The Routledge History of Crime in America is an indispensable, interdisciplinary
resource for students and researchers working in areas of crime, crime policy, punishment, policing
and incarceration.

history of prostitution in america: The Social History of Crime and Punishment in America
Wilbur R. Miller, 2012-07-20 Several encyclopedias overview the contemporary system of criminal
justice in America, but full understanding of current social problems and contemporary strategies to
deal with them can come only with clear appreciation of the historical underpinnings of those
problems. Thus, this five-volume work surveys the history and philosophy of crime, punishment, and
criminal justice institutions in America from colonial times to the present. It covers the whole of the
criminal justice system, from crimes, law enforcement and policing, to courts, corrections and
human services. Among other things, this encyclopedia: explicates philosophical foundations
underpinning our system of justice; charts changing patterns in criminal activity and subsequent
effects on legal responses; identifies major periods in the development of our system of criminal
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justice; and explores in the first four volumes - supplemented by a fifth volume containing annotated
primary documents - evolving debates and conflicts on how best to address issues of crime and
punishment. Its signed entries in the first four volumes--supplemented by a fifth volume containing
annotated primary documents--provide the historical context for students to better understand
contemporary criminological debates and the contemporary shape of the U.S. system of law and
justice.

history of prostitution in america: Encyclopedia of Women in American History Joyce
Appleby, Eileen Chang, Joanne Goodwin, 2015-07-17 This illustrated encyclopedia examines the
unique influence and contributions of women in every era of American history, from the colonial
period to the present. It not only covers the issues that have had an impact on women, but also
traces the influence of women's achievements on society as a whole. Divided into three
chronologically arranged volumes, the set includes historical surveys and thematic essays on central
issues and political changes affecting women's lives during each period. These are followed by A-Z
entries on significant events and social movements, laws, court cases and more, as well as profiles of
notable American women from all walks of life and all fields of endeavor. Primary sources and
original documents are included throughout.

history of prostitution in america: A Renegade History of the United States Thaddeus
Russell, 2011-07-05 From the Publisher: In this groundbreaking book, noted historian Thaddeus
Russell tells a new and surprising story about the origins of American freedom. Rather than
crediting the standard textbook icons, Russell demonstrates that it was those on the fringes of
society whose subversive lifestyles helped legitimize the taboo and made America the land of the
free. In vivid portraits of renegades and their respectable adversaries, Russell shows that the
nation's history has been driven by clashes between those interested in preserving social order and
those more interested in pursuing their own desires - insiders versus outsiders, good citizens versus
bad. The more these accidental revolutionaries existed, resisted, and persevered, the more receptive
society became to change. Russell brilliantly and vibrantly argues that it was history's iconoclasts
who established many of our most cherished liberties. Russell finds these pioneers of personal
freedom in the places that usually go unexamined - saloons and speakeasies, brothels and gambling
halls, and even behind the Iron Curtain. He introduces a fascinating array of antiheroes: drunken
workers who created the weekend; prostitutes who set the precedent for women's liberation,
including Diamond Jessie Hayman, a madam who owned her own land, used her own guns, provided
her employees with clothes on the cutting-edge of fashion, and gave food and shelter to the
thousands left homeless by the 1906 San Francisco earthquake; there are also the criminals who
pioneered racial integration, unassimilated immigrants who gave us birth control, and brazen
homosexuals who broke open America's sexual culture. Among Russell's most controversial points is
his argument that the enemies of the renegade freedoms we now hold dear are the very heroes of
our history books - he not only takes on traditional idols like John Adams, Thomas Jefferson, Andrew
Carnegie, John Rockefeller, Thomas Edison, Franklin Roosevelt, and John F. Kennedy, but he also
shows that some of the most famous and revered abolitionists, progressive activists, and leaders of
the feminist, civil rights, and gay rights movements worked to suppress the vibrant energies of
working-class women, immigrants, African Americans, and the drag queens who founded Gay
Liberation. This is not history that can be found in textbooks - it is a highly original and provocative
portrayal of the American past as it has never been written before.

history of prostitution in america: Encyclopedia of U.S. Labor and Working-class
History Eric Arnesen, 2007 Publisher Description

history of prostitution in america: American Masculinities: A Historical Encyclopedia
Bret Carroll, 2003-10-14 This is a highly recommended purchase for undergraduate, medium-sized,
and large public libraries wishing to provide a substantial introduction to the field of men’s studies.
--Reference & User Services Quarterly Pleasing layout and good cross-references make Carroll's
compendium a welcome addition to collections serving readers of all ages. Highly recommended.
--CHOICE An excellent index, well-chosen photographs and illustrations, and an extensive



bibliography add further value. American Masculinities is well worth what would otherise be too
hefty a price for many libraries because no other encyclopedia comes close to covering this growing
field so well. --American Reference Books Annual American Masculinities: A Historical Encyclopedia
is a first-of-its-kind reference, detailing developments in the growing field of men’s studies. This
up-to-date analytical review serves as a marker of how the field has evolved over the last decade,
especially since the 1993 publication of Anthony Rotundo’s American Manhood. This seminal book
opened new vistas for exploration and research into American History, society, and culture. Weaving
the fabric of American history, American Masculinities illustrates how American political leaders
have often used the rhetoric of manliness to underscore the presumed moral righteousness and
ostensibly protective purposes of their policies. Seeing U.S. history in terms of gender archetypes,
readers will gain a richer and deeper understanding of America’s democratic political system,
domestic and foreign policies, and capitalist economic system, as well as the private sphere of the
home and domestic life. The contributors to American Masculinities share the assumption that men'’s
lives have been grounded fundamentally in gender, that is, in their awareness of themselves as
males. Their approach goes beyond scholarship which traditionally looks at men (and women) in
terms of what they do and how they have influenced a given field or era. Rather, this important work
delves into the psychological core of manhood which is shaped not only by biology, but also by
history, society, and culture. Encapsulating the current state of scholarly interpretation within the
field of Men's Studies, American Masculinities: A Historical Encyclopedia is designed to help
students and scholars advance their studies, develop new questions for research, and stimulate new
ways of exploring the history of American life. Key Features - Reader’s Guide facilitates browsing by
topic and easy access to information - Extensive name, place, and concept index gives users an
additional means of locating topics of interest - More than 250 entries, each with suggestions for
further reading - Cross references direct users to related information - Comprehensive bibliography
includes a list of sources organized by categories in the field Topics Covered - Arts, Literature, and
Popular Culture - Body, Health, and Sexuality - Class, Ethnic, Racial, and Religious Identities -
Concepts and Theories - Family and Fatherhood - General History - Icons and Symbols - Leisure and
Work - Movements and Organizations - People - Political and Social Issues About the Editor Bret E.
Carroll is Associate Professor of History at California State University, Stanislaus. He received his
Ph.D. from Cornell University in 1991. He is author of The Routledge Historical Atlas of Religion in
America (1997), Spiritualism in Antebellum America (1997), and several articles on
nineteenth-century masculinity.

history of prostitution in america: The Making of Urban America Raymond A. Mohl, Roger
Biles, 2023-10-03 The revised and updated third edition of The Making of Urban America includes
seven new articles and a richly detailed historiographical essay that discusses the vast urban history
literature added to the canon since the publication of the second edition. The authors’ extensively
revised introductions and the fifteen reprinted articles trace urban development from the
preindustrial city to the twentieth-century city. With emphasis on the social, economic, political,
commercial, and cultural aspects of urban history, these essays illustrate the growth and change
that created modern-day urban life. Dynamic topics such as technology, immigration and ethnicity,
suburbanization, sunbelt cities, urban political history, and planning and housing are examined. The
Making of Urban America is the only reader available that covers all of U.S. urban history and that
also includes the most recent interpretive scholarship on the subject.

history of prostitution in america: Encyclopedia of American Urban History David Goldfield,
2007 Publisher description

history of prostitution in america: Encyclopedia of Street Crime in America Jeffrey Ian
Ross, 2013-03-01 Anyone living or working in a city has feared or experienced street crime at one
time or another; whether it be a mugging, purse snatching, or a more violent crime. In the U.S.,
street crime has recently hovered near historic lows; hence, the declaration of certain analysts that
street life in America has never been safer. But is it really? Street crime has changed over past
decades, especially with the advent of surveillance cameras in public places—the territory of the



street criminal—but at the same time, criminals have found ways to adapt. This encyclopedic
reference focuses primarily on urban lifestyle and its associated crimes, ranging from burglary to
drug peddling to murder to new, more sophisticated forms of street crime and scams. This
traditional A-to-Z reference has significant coverage of police and courts and other criminal justice
sub-disciplines while also featuring thematic articles on the sociology of street crime. Features &
Benefits: 175 signed entries within a single volume in print and electronic formats provide in-depth
coverage to the topic of street crime in America. Cross-References and Suggestions for Further
Readings guide readers to additional resources. Entries are supported by vivid photos and
illustrations to better bring the material alive. A thematic Reader's Guide groups related entries by
broad topic areas and, within the electronic version, combines with Cross-References and a detailed
Index for convenient search-and-browse capabilities. A Chronology provides readers with a historical
perspective of street crime in America. Appendices provide sources of data and statistics, annotated
to highlight their relevance.

history of prostitution in america: Reader's Guide to American History Peter ]. Parish,
2013-06-17 There are so many books on so many aspects of the history of the United States, offering
such a wide variety of interpretations, that students, teachers, scholars, and librarians often need
help and advice on how to find what they want. The Reader's Guide to American History is designed
to meet that need by adopting a new and constructive approach to the appreciation of this rich
historiography. Each of the 600 entries on topics in political, social and economic history describes
and evaluates some 6 to 12 books on the topic, providing guidance to the reader on everything from
broad surveys and interpretive works to specialized monographs. The entries are devoted to events
and individuals, as well as broader themes, and are written by a team of well over 200 contributors,
all scholars of American history.

history of prostitution in america: The Oxford Handbook of Latin American History Jose
C. Moya, 2011 This Oxford Handbook comprehensively examines the field of Latin American history.

history of prostitution in america: The Oxford Companion to United States History Paul
S. Boyer, 2001-07-04 Here is a volume that is as big and as varied as the nation it portrays. With
over 1,400 entries written by some 900 historians and other scholars, it illuminates not only
America's political, diplomatic, and military history, but also social, cultural, and intellectual trends;
science, technology, and medicine; the arts; and religion. Here are the familiar political heroes, from
George Washington and Benjamin Franklin, to Abraham Lincoln, Woodrow Wilson, and Franklin D.
Roosevelt. But here, too, are scientists, writers, radicals, sports figures, and religious leaders, with
incisive portraits of such varied individuals as Thomas Edison and Eli Whitney, Babe Ruth and
Muhammed Ali, Black Elk and Crazy Horse, Margaret Fuller, Emma Goldman, and Marian Anderson,
even Al Capone and Jesse James. The Companion illuminates events that have shaped the nation (the
Great Awakening, Bunker Hill, Wounded Knee, the Vietnam War); major Supreme Court decisions
(Marbury v. Madison, Roe v. Wade); landmark legislation (the Fugitive Slave Law, the Pure Food and
Drug Act); social movements (Suffrage, Civil Rights); influential books (The Jungle, Uncle Tom's
Cabin); ideologies (conservatism, liberalism, Social Darwinism); even natural disasters and iconic
sites (the Chicago Fire, the Johnstown Flood, Niagara Falls, the Lincoln Memorial). Here too is the
nation's social and cultural history, from Films, Football, and the 4-H Club, to Immigration,
Courtship and Dating, Marriage and Divorce, and Death and Dying. Extensive multi-part entries
cover such key topics as the Civil War, Indian History and Culture, Slavery, and the Federal
Government. A new volume for a new century, The Oxford Companion to United States History
covers everything from Jamestown and the Puritans to the Human Genome Project and the
Internet--from Columbus to Clinton. Written in clear, graceful prose for researchers, browsers, and
general readers alike, this is the volume that addresses the totality of the American experience, its
triumphs and heroes as well as its tragedies and darker moments.

history of prostitution in america: Japanese Prostitutes in the North American West,
1887-1920 Kazuhiro Oharazeki, 2016-05-02 This compelling study of a previously overlooked vice
industry explores the larger structural forces that led to the growth of prostitution in Japan, the



Pacific region, and the North American West at the turn of the twentieth century. Combining very
personal accounts with never before examined Japanese sources, historian Kazuhiro Oharazeki
traces these women'’s transnational journeys from their origins in Japan to their arrival in Pacific
Coast cities. He analyzes their responses to the oppression they faced from pimps and customers, as
well as the opposition they faced from American social reformers and Japanese American community
leaders. Despite their difficult circumstances, Oharazeki finds, some women were able to parlay
their experience into better jobs and lives in America. Though that wasn’t always the case, their
mere presence here nonetheless paved the way for other Japanese women to come to America and
enter the workforce in more acceptable ways. By focusing on this “invisible” underground economy,
Japanese Prostitutes in the North American West sheds new light on Japanese American immigration
and labor histories and opens a fascinating window into the development of the American West.

history of prostitution in america: Women in the American West Laura E. Woodworth-Ney,
2008-04-03 This engaging narrative synthesizes more than 20 years of historical writing on the
history of women in the American West. Twenty years after many Western historians first turned
their attention toward women, Women in the American West synthesizes the development of
women's history in the region, introduces readers to current thinking on the real experiences of
Western women, and explores their influence on the course of expansion and development since the
19th century. Women in the American West offers vivid portrayals of women as pioneers, prostitutes,
teachers, disguised soldiers, nurses, entrepreneurs, immigrants, and ordinary citizens caught up in
extraordinary times. Organized chronologically, each chapter emphasizes important themes central
to gender and women's history, including women's mobility, women at home, wage labor,
immigration, marriage, political participation, and involvement in wars at home and abroad. With
this revealing volume, readers will see that women had a far more profound effect on the course of
history in the Western United States than is commonly thought.

history of prostitution in america: The Routledge History of Gender, War, and the U.S.
Military Kara Vuic, 2017-08-15 The Routledge History of Gender, War, and the U.S. Military is the
first examination of the interdisciplinary, intersecting fields of gender studies and the history of the
United States military. In twenty-one original essays, the contributors tackle themes including
gendering the other, gender and war disability, gender and sexual violence, gender and American
foreign relations, and veterans and soldiers in the public imagination, and lay out a chronological
examination of gender and America’s wars from the American Revolution to Iraq. This important
collection is essential reading for all those interested in how the military has influenced America's
views and experiences of gender.

history of prostitution in america: Asian American History Huping Ling, 2023-08-11 A
comprehensive survey, Asian American History places Asian immigration to America in international
and domestic contexts, and explores the significant elements that define Asian America: imperialism
and global capitalist expansion, labor and capital, race and ethnicity, immigration and exclusion,
family and work, community and gender roles, assimilation and multiculturalism, panethnicity and
identity, transnationalism and globalization, and new challenges and opportunities. It is an
up-to-date and easily accessible resource for high school and college students, as well as anyone
who is interested in Asian American history. Asian American History: Covers the major and minor
Asian American ethnic groups. It presents the myriad and poignant stories of a diverse body of Asian
Americans, from illiterate immigrants to influential individuals, within a broad and comparative
framework, offering microscopic narratives as well as macroscopic analysis and overviews. Utilizes
both primary and secondary sources, employs data and surveys, and incorporates most recent
scholarly discourses. Attractive and accessible by incorporating voices and illustrations of the
contemporaries and by using straightforward language and concise syntax, while maintaining a
reasonable level of scholarly depth. Special features: Each chapter features Significant Events,
Sidebars incorporating primary sources or scholarly debates, Review Questions, and Further
Readings to aid and enhance student learning experience. Bibliographies, charts, maps, photographs
and tables are included. Written by a preeminent historian with four decades of teaching, research,



and publishing experiences in Asian American history, it is the best book on the subject to date.

history of prostitution in america: Sex, Sexuality, Law, and (In)justice Henry F. Fradella,
Jennifer M. Sumner, 2016-02-26 Sex, Sexuality, Law, and (In)Justice covers a wide range of legal
issues associated with sexuality, gender, reproduction, and identity. These are critical and sensitive
issues that law enforcement and other criminal justice professionals need to understand. The book
synthesizes the literature across a wide breadth of perspectives, exposing students to law,
psychology, criminal justice, sociology, philosophy, history, and, where relevant, biology, to critically
examine the social control of sex, gender, and sexuality across history. Specific federal and state
case law and statutes are integrated throughout the book, but the text moves beyond the
intersection between law and sexuality to focus just as much on social science as it does on law. This
book will be useful in teaching courses in a range of disciplines—especially criminology and criminal
justice, history, political science, sociology, women and gender studies, and law.

history of prostitution in america: Common Prostitutes and Ordinary Citizens ]. Laite,
2011-12-02 Between 1885 and 1960, laws and policies designed to repress prostitution dramatically
shaped London's commercial sex industry. This book examines how laws translated into street-level
reality, explores how women who sold sex experienced criminalization, and charts the complex
dimensions of the underground sexual economy in the modern metropolis.

history of prostitution in america: Major Problems in the History of American Sexuality
Kathy Lee Peiss, 2002 Designed to encourage critical thinking about history, the Major Problems in
American History series introduces students to both primary sources and analytical essays on
important topics in U.S. history. Each volume presents a carefully selected group of readings in a
formal that asks students to evaluate primary sources, test the interpretations of distinguished
historians and others, and draw their own conclusions. - Back cover

history of prostitution in america: Reader's Guide to Lesbian and Gay Studies Timothy F.
Murphy, 2000 A guide to existing academic literature on issues, persons, periods, and topics
important in lesbian and gay studies. With a focus on book-length studies in English, entries offer a
very brief introduction and a more detailed overview of the secondary literature, including the
relative merits of each source under consideration. While the overall arrangement of entries is
alphabetical, other means of access include a booklist, general indexes, cross references, and a
thematic list (African American culture, AIDS, art and artists, Asian studies, biological sciences,
lesbian and gay culture, education, family, gender studies, history, law, literature, media studies,
medicine, music, performing arts, politics, psychology, philosophy and ethics, and others).
Annotation copyrighted by Book News, Inc., Portland, OR
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