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Journal of Early Christian Studies: Exploring the Foundations of Christianity

journal of early christian studies serves as an indispensable resource for anyone fascinated by
the formative years of Christianity. This academic publication delves deep into the religious, social,
cultural, and historical contexts surrounding the early Christian movement, offering scholars and
enthusiasts alike a comprehensive understanding of how Christianity emerged and evolved in its
initial centuries. Whether you are a theologian, historian, or simply curious about the roots of one of
the world’s major religions, the journal provides rich insights backed by rigorous research.

What Is the Journal of Early Christian Studies?

The journal is a peer-reviewed academic publication dedicated to the study of early Christianity,
typically focusing on the period from the first century CE through the early medieval era. It features
articles, essays, book reviews, and critical analyses that cover a wide spectrum of topics related to
early Christian texts, theological developments, religious practices, and the broader socio-political
environment of the time.

Scope and Focus Areas

The journal does not limit itself to purely theological discussions. Instead, it embraces a
multidisciplinary approach, incorporating history, archaeology, literary criticism, and patristics—the
study of the Church Fathers. This broad scope allows readers to gain a nuanced perspective on early
Christianity’s diverse expressions and its interactions with contemporary cultures and religions.

Audience and Contributors

While the primary audience includes academic researchers, professors, and graduate students, the
journal’s accessible writing style makes it valuable for clergy members, religious educators, and
informed lay readers. Contributions come from scholars worldwide, reflecting a global interest in early
Christian studies and fostering a vibrant intellectual community.

Why Study Early Christianity Through This Journal?

Examining early Christianity is crucial for understanding not only the religion’s doctrinal foundations
but also its impact on Western civilization, culture, and ethical systems. The journal of early christian
studies offers a wellspring of information that helps uncover the complexities behind the spread of
Christianity and the development of its core beliefs.



Understanding Historical Context

One key benefit is the journal’s emphasis on situating early Christian texts and practices within their
historical contexts. This includes exploring how early Christians responded to Roman authority, Jewish
traditions, and Hellenistic philosophies. By doing so, readers gain insight into the challenges and
adaptations that shaped the religion’s early identity.

Exploring Textual Traditions

The journal frequently publishes analyses of ancient manuscripts, biblical apocrypha, and other early
Christian writings that are often overlooked in mainstream religious studies. Understanding these
texts sheds light on the theological debates and diversity present in early Christian communities,
which is essential for appreciating the religion’s evolution.

Key Themes Commonly Covered in the Journal

The journal’s diverse content can be grouped into several thematic categories that reflect ongoing
scholarly interests in early Christian studies.

1. The Development of Christian Doctrine

Articles often explore how foundational doctrines such as the Trinity, Christology, and soteriology (the
study of salvation) were formulated. Investigations into the writings of influential Church Fathers like
Augustine, Origen, and Tertullian reveal the intellectual battles and theological creativity that defined
early Christianity.

2. Early Christian Communities and Practices

Understanding the lived experiences of early Christians is another focal point. Discussions may
include baptismal rites, communal worship, martyrdom narratives, and the role of women in the
church. These studies highlight the diversity and adaptability of early Christian groups across different
regions.

3. Interactions with Judaism and Paganism

The journal often addresses how early Christians positioned themselves relative to Judaism and the
pagan religions of the Roman Empire. This includes examining conflicts, syncretism, and the
formation of Christian identity in opposition to or in dialogue with surrounding religious traditions.



4. Archaeological and Material Culture Studies

Archaeological discoveries have revolutionized our understanding of early Christianity, and the journal
actively incorporates research on ancient churches, inscriptions, catacombs, and artifacts. These
material remains provide tangible evidence that complements textual analysis.

How to Make the Most of the Journal of Early Christian
Studies

For students and researchers eager to dive into early Christian scholarship, the journal can be both
inspiring and challenging. Here are some tips to navigate and maximize its value:

1. Familiarize Yourself with Historical Background

Before delving into dense academic articles, it helps to have a solid grasp of the basic timeline and
major figures in early Christianity. Introductory books or courses on Church history can provide a
useful framework.

2. Engage with Theological and Historical Perspectives

The journal blends theological reflection with historical inquiry. Try to read articles from both angles
to appreciate the full richness of early Christian thought and context.

3. Use the Journal for Research and Reference

Whether writing a paper or preparing a lecture, the journal’s detailed bibliographies and extensive
citations are invaluable. Tracking down referenced primary sources or related studies can broaden
your understanding.

4. Participate in Academic Discussions

Many articles provoke thought and invite debate. If possible, join academic forums, attend
conferences, or connect with scholars specializing in early Christian studies to deepen your
engagement.

The Role of the Journal in Contemporary Scholarship

In an age where religious studies are increasingly interdisciplinary, the journal of early christian



studies stands out as a hub for cutting-edge research. It challenges simplistic narratives, encourages
critical thinking, and fosters dialogue between different academic fields. This makes it a vital tool for
anyone seeking to understand not just early Christianity, but also its lasting influence on culture,
ethics, and global history.

The journal also plays a key role in preserving and disseminating knowledge about lesser-known texts
and archaeological findings, ensuring that new discoveries are integrated into scholarly
conversations. Its ongoing publication keeps pace with emerging methodologies, such as digital
humanities and comparative religious studies, reflecting the dynamic nature of the field.

Exploring early Christianity through this journal offers a fascinating journey into the origins of a faith
that continues to shape millions of lives worldwide. It invites readers to look beyond modern
assumptions and appreciate the complexity, diversity, and vitality of the early Christian world.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the focus of the Journal of Early Christian Studies?

The Journal of Early Christian Studies focuses on the history, literature, theology, and culture of early
Christianity from the first through the eighth centuries.

Who publishes the Journal of Early Christian Studies?

The Journal of Early Christian Studies is published by the Johns Hopkins University Press.

How often is the Journal of Early Christian Studies published?

The Journal of Early Christian Studies is published quarterly, with four issues released each year.

Can scholars from different disciplines contribute to the
Journal of Early Christian Studies?

Yes, the journal welcomes interdisciplinary contributions from scholars in history, theology, religious
studies, classics, archaeology, and related fields.

Where can | access articles from the Journal of Early Christian
Studies?

Articles from the Journal of Early Christian Studies can be accessed through academic databases such
as Project MUSE and JSTOR, as well as the publisher's official website.

Does the Journal of Early Christian Studies include book
reviews?

Yes, the journal regularly includes book reviews that cover recent publications relevant to early
Christian studies.



Is the Journal of Early Christian Studies peer-reviewed?

Yes, the Journal of Early Christian Studies employs a rigorous peer-review process to ensure the
quality and scholarly integrity of its published articles.

Additional Resources
Journal of Early Christian Studies: A Scholarly Gateway to Antiquity

journal of early christian studies stands as a pivotal academic publication dedicated to exploring
the diverse facets of early Christianity. Since its inception, it has garnered a reputation for rigorous
scholarship, offering deep insights into the historical, theological, cultural, and social dimensions of
Christianity’s formative centuries. Its role extends beyond mere documentation; it critically examines
early Christian texts, contexts, and traditions, providing a nuanced understanding that appeals to
scholars, theologians, historians, and students alike.

The Scope and Significance of the Journal of Early
Christian Studies

The Journal of Early Christian Studies (JECS) functions as a specialized platform that bridges the gap
between historical research and theological inquiry. It navigates the complex terrain of early Christian
origins, patristic writings, and the sociopolitical environments that shaped the faith’s development. By
focusing on the period roughly spanning the first five centuries CE, the journal situates early
Christianity within the broader Greco-Roman and Jewish milieus, fostering interdisciplinary dialogue.

One of the journal’s key strengths lies in its commitment to publishing peer-reviewed articles that
reflect current scholarly debates. This includes critical examinations of canonical and non-canonical
texts, archaeological discoveries, and interpretative methodologies. The journal also emphasizes the
impact of early Christian thought on later theological traditions, making it a valuable resource for
tracing doctrinal evolutions.

Editorial Approach and Peer Review Process

Maintaining high academic standards, the Journal of Early Christian Studies employs a rigorous peer
review process that ensures the integrity and quality of its published works. Manuscripts undergo
evaluation by experts in relevant fields such as patristics, biblical studies, ancient history, and
religious studies. This vetting ensures that articles contribute original research, sound arguments, and
methodological transparency.

Moreover, the journal encourages interdisciplinary approaches, welcoming contributions that
incorporate archaeology, philology, sociology, and comparative religion. This editorial openness
widens the journal’s appeal and enriches the discourse on early Christian phenomena.



Content Features and Thematic Coverage

The journal’s content is characterized by diversity and depth. It includes:

¢ Historical Analyses: Investigations into the sociopolitical contexts of early Christianity,
including Roman imperial policies, Jewish-Roman relations, and the spread of Christian
communities.

e Textual Criticism: Studies focusing on biblical manuscripts, apocryphal writings, and patristic
texts to illuminate textual variants and transmission histories.

* Theological Reflections: Essays exploring doctrinal formulations, Christological debates, and
ecclesiastical developments within early Christian thought.

* Archaeological Reports: Findings that shed light on early Christian art, burial practices, and
worship spaces.

* Book Reviews: Critical assessments of recent publications in the field, keeping readers current
with ongoing scholarship.

This broad thematic coverage ensures that the journal remains at the forefront of early Christian
studies, offering comprehensive perspectives that cater to a multidisciplinary audience.

Comparisons with Related Academic Journals

When positioned alongside other leading publications like *Vigiliae Christianae* and *Church History*,
the Journal of Early Christian Studies distinguishes itself through its exclusive focus on the earliest
centuries of Christianity. While some journals address broader historical periods or modern theological
issues, JECS zeroes in on the nascent stages of the faith, combining historical rigor with theological
sensitivity.

Additionally, JECS’s frequent inclusion of archaeological and material culture studies complements
textual analyses, providing a holistic understanding absent in some other journals that lean heavily on
literary criticism alone. This integrative approach enhances the journal’s reputation as a
comprehensive resource for early Christian scholarship.

Accessibility, Digital Presence, and Impact

In the contemporary academic landscape, the accessibility of scholarly resources is crucial. The
Journal of Early Christian Studies has adapted to digital trends by offering online access through
academic databases such as Project MUSE and JSTOR. This digital availability expands its reach,
allowing global scholars to engage with its content conveniently.



From an impact perspective, the journal holds significant esteem, frequently cited in scholarly works
related to early Christianity, patristics, and religious history. Its articles often influence subsequent
research, underpinning new hypotheses and reinterpretations of early Christian history.

Pros and Cons for Researchers

¢ Pros:

[¢]

High academic standards ensure reliable and insightful scholarship.

o

Interdisciplinary approach broadens analytical frameworks.

[¢]

Regular publication of cutting-edge research keeps the field dynamic.

[¢]

Robust peer review lends credibility for academic citation.

e Cons:
o Some articles may be highly specialized, challenging for non-experts.

o Subscription costs or institutional access requirements can limit availability for
independent researchers.

o Publication frequency might be limited compared to more general religious studies
journals.

The Role of the Journal in Contemporary Scholarship

Beyond its academic function, the Journal of Early Christian Studies plays an essential role in shaping
contemporary perceptions of early Christianity. It contributes to ongoing conversations about religious
identity, doctrinal formation, and historical memory. By providing meticulous research on early
Christian texts and contexts, the journal helps demystify ancient practices and beliefs, fostering a
more informed understanding that transcends confessional boundaries.

In addition, JECS supports emerging scholars by publishing innovative research and providing a
respected venue for academic discourse. Its influence extends into teaching curricula and public
scholarship, reinforcing its status as a foundational resource.



Future Directions and Emerging Trends

Looking ahead, the Journal of Early Christian Studies is poised to incorporate expanding fields such as
digital humanities, which utilize computational tools for textual analysis and mapping early Christian
networks. Moreover, increasing interest in gender studies, interreligious interactions, and postcolonial
perspectives promises to diversify the journal’s content further.

Engagement with non-Western Christianities and broader Mediterranean studies also offers fertile
ground for future exploration, aligning with global scholarly trends toward inclusivity and pluralism in
historical research.

The Journal of Early Christian Studies remains an indispensable publication for anyone invested in
understanding the complex origins and early trajectories of Christianity. Its blend of rigorous
scholarship, interdisciplinary breadth, and commitment to advancing knowledge ensures its continued
relevance and scholarly impact.
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journal of early christian studies: Early Christian Literature Helen Rhee, 2005-04-28 Helen
Rhee’s outstanding work is the first book to bring together The Apologies and the semi-fictional
Apocryphal Acts and Martyr Acts in a single study. Filling a significant gap in the scholarship, she
looks at Christian self definition and self representation in the context of pagan-Christian conflict.
Using an interdisciplinary approach; historical, literary, theological, sociological, and
anthropological, Rhee studies the Christians in the formative period of their religion; from mid first
to early third centuries. She examines how the forms of Greco-Roman society were adapted by the
Christians to present the superiority of Christian monotheism, Christian sexual morality, and
Christian (dis)loyalty to the Empire. Tackling broad topics, including theology, asceticism, sexuality
and patriotism, this book explores issues of cultural identity and examines how these propagandist
writings shaped the theological, moral and political trajectories of Christian faith and contributed
largely to the definition of orthodoxy. This thorough study will benefit all students of early
Christianity and Greco-Roman literary culture and civilization.

journal of early christian studies: Early Christianity: Oxford Bibliographies Online Research
Guide Oxford University Press, 2010-05-01 This ebook is a selective guide designed to help scholars
and students of the ancient world find reliable sources of information by directing them to the best
available scholarly materials in whatever form or format they appear from books, chapters, and
journal articles to online archives, electronic data sets, and blogs. Written by a leading international
authority on the subject, the ebook provides bibliographic information supported by direct



https://lxc.avoiceformen.com/archive-th-5k-002/files?dataid=EaY12-9911&title=journal-of-early-christian-studies.pdf
https://lxc.avoiceformen.com/archive-th-5k-017/pdf?trackid=ghL60-6652&title=successful-communication-in-the-workplace.pdf
https://lxc.avoiceformen.com/archive-th-5k-017/pdf?trackid=ghL60-6652&title=successful-communication-in-the-workplace.pdf

recommendations about which sources to consult and editorial commentary to make it clear how the
cited sources are interrelated. A reader will discover, for instance, the most reliable introductions
and overviews to the topic, and the most important publications on various areas of scholarly
interest within this topic. In classics, as in other disciplines, researchers at all levels are drowning in
potentially useful scholarly information, and this guide has been created as a tool for cutting through
that material to find the exact source you need. This ebook is just one of many articles from Oxford
Bibliographies Online: Classics, a continuously updated and growing online resource designed to
provide authoritative guidance through the scholarship and other materials relevant to the study of
classics. Oxford Bibliographies Online covers most subject disciplines within the social science and
humanities, for more information visit www.aboutobo.com.

journal of early christian studies: The Cambridge History of Early Christian Literature
Frances Young, Lewis Ayres, Andrew Louth, 2004-04 Publisher Description

journal of early christian studies: Mary in Early Christian Faith and Devotion Stephen ].
Shoemaker, 2016-07-28 For the first time a noted historian of Christianity explores the full story of
the emergence and development of the Marian cult in the early Christian centuries. The means by
which Mary, mother of Jesus, came to prominence have long remained strangely overlooked despite,
or perhaps because of, her centrality in Christian devotion. Gathering together fresh information
from often neglected sources, including early liturgical texts and Dormition and Assumption
apocrypha, Stephen Shoemaker reveals that Marian devotion played a far more vital role in the
development of early Christian belief and practice than has been previously recognized, finding
evidence that dates back to the latter half of the second century. Through extensive research, the
author is able to provide a fascinating background to the hitherto inexplicable “explosion” of Marian
devotion that historians and theologians have pondered for decades, offering a wide-ranging study
that challenges many conventional beliefs surrounding the subject of Mary, Mother of God.

journal of early christian studies: Early Christian Thinkers Paul Foster, 2012-04-10 This book
introduces twelve key Christians from the second and third centuries, a formative period for the
Church. These figures are: Justin Martyr, Irenaeus, Tatian, Theophilus of Antioch, Clement of
Alexandria, Tertullian, Perpetua, Origen, Hippolytus, Cyprian, Gregory Thaumaturgos and Eusebius.
Each chapter is self-contained and requires no preliminary knowledge of the figure under discussion,
making this an ideal book for laity and for undergraduates studying Christian origins or Patristics.

journal of early christian studies: Vater der Kirche Johannes Arnold, Rainer Berndt, Ralf M.
W. Stammberger, 2004 Die Kirche lebt aus ihren lebendigen Quellen. Neben der Heiligen Schrift
sind dies in erster Linie die Kirchenvater und die Konzilsvater, die durch ihr Leben und mit ihren
Schriften der Kirche Gestalt gegeben haben. Wie aber verstanden sie selbst die Kirche und wie
haben spatere Theologen wiederum ihre Bedeutung fur die Kirche bewertet? Der vorliegende
Sammelband soll diesen Fragen nachgehen. Fir die Kirchen- und Konzilsvater selbst steht dabei ihr
Kirchenverstandnis im Mittelpunkt der Untersuchung, fur die mittelalterlichen und neuzeitlichen
Theologen soll vor allem der Frage nachgegangen werden, welche Rolle die Rezeption der
Kirchenvater fur die Ausgestaltung ihres eigenen Kirchenverstandnisses spielt. Bei manchen
Autoren geschieht dies unausgesprochen durch die Art der Quellenbenutzung, bei anderen findet
sich auch eine explizite Lehre Uber die Bedeutung der Kirchenvater, also gewissermafSen eine
dogmatische Patrologie. Der Band, an dem ein internationaler Kreis von uber fiinfzig Autoren
mitgewirkt hat, ist zugleich eine Festgabe zum siebzigsten Geburtstag von P. Hermann-Josef Sieben
SJ, dessen Lebenswerk unter der angesprochenen Fragestellung steht. Das Werk wird drei Teile
umfassen. Der erste Teil unter dem Titel 'Die Kirche der Vater' wird von Johannes Arnold betreut
und ist dem Kirchenverstandnis in der Alten Kirche gewidmet. Den zweiten Teil 'Die Bedeutung der
Vater fiir das Kirchenverstandnis im Mittelalter' betreut Ralf M. W. Stammberger, den dritten Teil
unter dem Titel 'Kirchenvater in der Gesellschaft Jesu' Rainer Berndt S].

journal of early christian studies: Der Libellus Carminum des Eugenius von Toledo
Annemarie Pilarski, 2023-05-11 Die Klage uber die eigene korperliche Verganglichkeit und seelische
Unbestandigkeit ist ein wiederkehrendes Grundmotiv im Libellus Carminum des Eugenius (657),



Erzbischof der wisigotischen Konigsstadt Toledo. Erstmals kommentiert und kontextualisiert
Annemarie Pilarski die 102 Gedichte umfassende Gedichtanthologie ausfuhrlich und ruckt damit ein
wenig beachtetes Werk spatantiker beziehungsweise fruhmittelalterlicher Kunst und Kultur in den
Fokus. Sie nahert sich seiner Dichtung dabei insbesondere aus einer spiritualitatsgeschichtlichen
Perspektive und formuliert vor dem Hintergrund emotionsgeschichtlicher und
performativitatstheoretischer Ansatze die These, dass Dichtung in Eugenius' Poesie zu einer
spirituellen Praxis, aber auch zum allgemeinen Mittel der Lebensbewaltigung werden konnte. Dies
zeigt die Studie anhand der inneren Struktur einzelner Gedichte wie des gesamten Gedichtbuches
auf und leistet so einen Beitrag zur Erforschung des Konnexes von Religion, Spiritualitat und
kultureller Aktivitat in der ausgehenden Spatantike.

journal of early christian studies: The Early Christian World Philip F. Esler, 2002-09-11 Early
Christian World presents an exhaustive, erudite and lavishly illustrated treatment of how the small
movement which formed around Jesus in Galilee became the pre-eminent religion of the ancient
world. The work begins by firmly situating early Christianity within its Mediterranean social,
political and religious contexts, before charting the history of the first Christian centuries. The
creation and perpetuation of Christian communities through various means, including mission and
monasticism, is explored, as is the everyday experience of early Christians, through discussion of
gender and sexuality, religious practice, communication and social structures. The intellectual
(particularly theological) and artistic heritage of the period is fully considered, and a vivid picture
painted of the internal and external challenges faced by early Christianity. The book concludes with
profiles of the most notable figures of the age. Comprehensive and accessible, Early Christian World
provides up-to-date coverage of the most important topics in the study of early Christianity, together
with an invaluable collection of visual material. It will be an indispensable resource for anyone
studying this period

journal of early christian studies: God in Early Christian Thought Andrew McGowan, Brian
Daley, Timothy Gaden, 2009-05-31 While the diversity of early Christian thought and practice is now
generally assumed, and the experiences and beliefs of Christians beyond the works of great
theologians increasingly valued, the question of God is perennial and fundamental. These essays,
individually modest in scope, seek to address that largest of questions using particular issues and
problems, or single thinkers and distinct texts. They include studies of doctrine and theology as
traditionally conceived, but also of understandings of God among the early Christians that emerge
from study of liturgy, art, and asceticism, and in relation to the social order and to nature itself.

journal of early christian studies: The Routledge Companion to Early Christian Thought D.
Jeffrey Bingham, 2009-12-15 The shape and course which Christian thought has taken over its
history is largely due to the contributions of individuals and communities in the second and third
centuries. Bringing together a remarkable team of distinguished scholars, The Routledge Companion
to Early Christian Thought is the ideal companion for those seeking to understand the way in which
Early Christian thought developed within its broader cultural milieu and was communicated through
its literature, especially as it was directed toward theological concerns. Divided into three parts, the
Companion: asks how Christianity's development was impacted by its interaction with cultural,
philosophical, and religious elements within the broader context of the second and third centuries.
examines the way in which Early Christian thought was manifest in key individuals and literature in
these centuries. analyses Early Christian thought as it was directed toward theological concerns
such as God, Christ, Redemption, Scripture, and the community and its worship.

journal of early christian studies: Gott - Eine Anatomie Francesca Stavrakopoulou,
2022-03-31 In friheren Zeiten war Gott kein abstraktes Wesen, sondern hatte eine stark physische
Komponente. Erst spat wurde die Lehre verbreitet, Gott habe keine Gestalt. Dieses Buch erzahlt eine
andere Geschichte: die des biblischen Gottes in all seinen korperlichen, unzensierten und
skandalosen Formen. Indem es die theologische Fassade judisch-christlicher Frommigkeit einreilSt,
offenbart es den gottlichen Korper, wie er einst gesehen wurde: ubergrofs und muskelbepackt. Denn
die frihchristlichen Menschen versahen ihren Gott mit irdischen Leidenschaften und einem Hang



zum Ungeheuerlichen.

journal of early christian studies: Encyclopedia of Early Christianity Everett Ferguson,
1999 First published in 1990. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa company.

journal of early christian studies: Ritual, Emotion, and Materiality in the Early Christian
World Soham Al-Suadi, Richard S. Ascough, Richard E. DeMaris, 2021-12-30 This volume advances
our understanding of early Christianity as a lived religion by approaching it through its rites, the
emotions and affects surrounding those rites, and the material setting for the practice of them. The
connections between emotions and ritual, between rites and their materiality, and between emotions
and their physical manifestation in ancient Mediterranean culture have been inadequately explored
as yet, especially with regard to early Christianity and its water and dining rites. Readers will find all
three areas—ritual, emotion, and materiality—engaged in this exemplary interdisciplinary study,
which provides fresh insights into early Christianity and its world. Ritual, Emotion, and Materiality
in the Early Christian World will be of special interest to interdisciplinary-minded researchers,
seminarians, and students who are attentive to theory and method, and those with an interest in the
New Testament and earliest Christianity. It will also appeal to those working on ancient Jewish and
Greco-Roman religion, emotion, and ritual from a comparative standpoint.

journal of early christian studies: Religion im kulturellen Diskurs / Religion in Cultural
Discourse Brigitte Luchesi, Kocku von Stuckrad, 2013-02-06 Fur diesen Band haben sich Freunde,
Kolleginnen und Kollegen zusammengetan, um Hans G. Kippenberg zu ehren, seine Ideen kreativ
aufzugreifen und kritisch fortzuschreiben. Die 32 Beitrage in deutscher und englischer Sprache
befassen sich mit Themengebieten, zu denen Hans G. Kippenberg in den vergangenen Jahren
verstarkt gearbeitet hat: Geschichte der Religionswissenschaft - Methodische Reflexionen -
Europaische Religionsgeschichte - Religion und Moderne - Religion und Gewalt - Religion und Recht.

journal of early christian studies: The Oxford Handbook of Early Christian Biblical
Interpretation Paul M. Blowers, Peter W Martens, 2019-05-21 The Bible was the essence of virtually
every aspect of the life of the early churches. The Oxford Handbook of Early Christian Biblical
Interpretation explores a wide array of themes related to the reception, canonization, interpretation,
uses, and legacies of the Bible in early Christianity. Each section contains overviews and
cutting-edge scholarship that expands understanding of the field. Part One examines the material
text transmitted, translated, and invested with authority, and the very conceptualization of sacred
Scripture as God's word for the church. Part Two looks at the culture and disciplines or science of
interpretation in representative exegetical traditions. Part Three addresses the diverse literary and
non-literary modes of interpretation, while Part Four canvasses the communal background and
foreground of early Christian interpretation, where the Bible was paramount in shaping normative
Christian identity. Part Five assesses the determinative role of the Bible in major developments and
theological controversies in the life of the churches. Part Six returns to interpretation proper and
samples how certain abiding motifs from within scriptural revelation were treated by major
Christian expositors. The overall history of biblical interpretation has itself now become the subject
of a growing scholarship and the final part skilfully examines how early Christian exegesis was
retrieved and critically evaluated in later periods of church history. Taken together, the chapters
provide nuanced paths of introduction for students and scholars from a wide spectrum of academic
fields, including classics, biblical studies, the general history of interpretation, the social and
cultural history of late ancient and early medieval Christianity, historical theology, and systematic
and contextual theology. Readers will be oriented to the major resources for, and issues in, the
critical study of early Christian biblical interpretation.

journal of early christian studies: Children and Asceticism in Late Antiquity Ville Vuolanto,
2016-03-03 In Late Antiquity the emergence of Christian asceticism challenged the traditional
Greco-Roman views and practices of family life. The resulting discussions on the right way to live a
good Christian life provide us with a variety of information on both ideological statements and living
experiences of late Roman childhood. This is the first book to scrutinise the interplay between
family, children and asceticism in the rise of Christianity. Drawing on texts of Christian authors of




the late fourth and early fifth centuries the volume approaches the study of family dynamics and
childhood from both ideological and social historical perspectives. It examines the place of children
in the family in Christian ideology and explores how families in the late Roman world adapted these
ideals in practice. Offering fresh viewpoints to current scholarship Ville Vuolanto demonstrates that
there were many continuities in Roman ways of thinking about children and, despite the rise of
Christianity, the old traditions remained deeply embedded in the culture. Moreover, the discussions
about family and children are shown to have been intimately linked to worries about the continuity
of family lineage and of the self, and to the changing understanding of what constituted a
meaningful life.

journal of early christian studies: Private Worship, Public Values, and Religious Change in
Late Antiquity Kimberly Diane Bowes, 2008-07-28 In this book, Kim Bowes examines the late antique
Christian rituals of the home and rural estate.
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