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Best Poems of All Time: Exploring Timeless Masterpieces of Verse

best poems of all time have captivated readers for centuries, weaving emotions, stories, and profound
insights into the fabric of our culture. From ancient epics to modern lyrical masterpieces, poetry has a
unique way of touching the human soul, making us reflect, dream, and feel deeply. Whether you are a
seasoned poetry lover or just beginning to explore the art form, discovering the best poems of all time

offers a rewarding journey through language, rhythm, and imagination.

In this article, we’ll dive into some of the most iconic poems that have stood the test of time, exploring
what makes them unforgettable and why they continue to resonate with readers across generations.
Along the way, we’ll also touch on helpful tips for appreciating poetry and how these literary gems can

enrich your understanding of both history and human nature.

What Defines the Best Poems of All Time?

When we talk about the best poems of all time, it’s important to realize that poetry is a deeply
personal experience. What moves one reader may leave another indifferent. However, certain qualities

often distinguish the most celebrated works:

- **Timeless themes:** Love, death, nature, identity, and the human condition.

- **Emotional depth:** Poems that evoke strong feelings or provoke thought.

- *Innovative language:** Use of metaphor, symbolism, and unique stylistic choices.
- **Cultural impact:** Works that have influenced literature, society, or art.

- **Memorability:** Lines or verses that stay with you long after reading.

These aspects help poems transcend their era and speak to universal human experiences, which is

why they are often included among the best poems of all time.



Classic Poems That Shaped Literature

“The Raven” by Edgar Allan Poe

One cannot discuss iconic poetry without mentioning Edgar Allan Poe’s “The Raven.” This haunting
narrative poem is renowned for its musicality, stylized language, and supernatural atmosphere. The
repeated refrain “Nevermore” creates a chilling effect that captures the speaker’s descent into despair

after losing his beloved Lenore.

What makes “The Raven” stand out among the best poems of all time is Poe’s mastery of rhythm and
rhyme, which draws readers into a hypnotic, almost trance-like state. It’s a perfect example of how

structure and mood work hand-in-hand to enhance meaning.

“Ode to a Nightingale” by John Keats

John Keats’ “Ode to a Nightingale” is a quintessential Romantic poem that explores themes of
mortality, beauty, and transcendence. Written in 1819, the poem reflects the poet’s longing to escape

the suffering of life through the immortal song of the nightingale.
Keats’ rich imagery and philosophical inquiries make this poem a timeless meditation on the fleeting
nature of happiness and the eternal power of art. For anyone interested in the best poems of all time,

this ode offers a profound glimpse into Romantic ideals and the human yearning for permanence in a

transient world.

“Sonnet 18” by William Shakespeare

Shakespeare’s sonnets are often hailed as some of the greatest poems ever written, and “Sonnet 18”



(“Shall | compare thee to a summer’s day?”) is arguably the most famous. This sonnet celebrates the

beauty of the beloved and promises that their essence will live on forever through poetry.

The poem’s enduring popularity stems from its elegance, simplicity, and the universal appeal of
immortalizing love through words. Shakespeare’s ability to blend emotion with form makes this sonnet

a cornerstone in any collection of the best poems of all time.

Modern and Contemporary Gems

Poetry did not stop evolving after the classical period. The 20th and 21st centuries have produced
some of the most innovative and emotionally resonant poems, reflecting contemporary issues and

diverse voices.

“The Waste Land” by T.S. Eliot

Often cited as a turning point in modernist poetry, T.S. Eliot’s “The Waste Land” is complex,
fragmented, and rich with allusion. Published in 1922, it captures the disillusionment and chaos of the

post-World War | era.
Though challenging to read, this poem is essential for understanding the evolution of poetry and the

best poems of all time. Eliot’s work invites readers to grapple with despair and hope amid cultural

collapse, making it a profound reflection on modern life.

“Still | Rise” by Maya Angelou

Maya Angelou’s “Still | Rise” is a powerful anthem of resilience and empowerment, especially within

the African American community. With its rhythmic cadence and uplifting message, the poem



celebrates overcoming adversity and maintaining dignity in the face of oppression.

This poem’s inclusion among the best poems of all time highlights how poetry can serve as both a

personal and political tool, inspiring generations to stand strong and embrace pride in their identity.

“Do Not Go Gentle into That Good Night” by Dylan Thomas

Dylan Thomas’ villanelle “Do Not Go Gentle into That Good Night” is a passionate plea to fight
against death and the fading of life’s light. Its repeated refrains and urgent tone underscore the human

desire to resist the inevitable with courage and fury.

The poem’s raw emotion and technical brilliance have secured its place as one of the best poems of

all time, resonating with anyone who has faced loss or witnessed the struggle against mortality.

Exploring Different Styles and Cultures

The best poems of all time aren’t confined to English literature. Around the world, poetry has flourished

in countless languages and forms, each offering unique perspectives and beauty.

Haiku: The Art of Simplicity

Originating in Japan, the haiku is a brief, three-line poem that captures a moment in nature or a
fleeting feeling. Though short, haikus require precision and deep observation, reflecting Zen principles

and the beauty of simplicity.

Famous haiku poets like Matsuo BashD have created works that continue to inspire readers

worldwide. Exploring haiku is a great way to appreciate how poetry can convey profound meaning with



minimal words—an important aspect when considering the best poems of all time.

“The Divine Comedy” by Dante Alighieri

Dante’s epic poem “The Divine Comedy” is a monumental work in Italian literature and one of the
most significant poems globally. It chronicles the journey through Hell, Purgatory, and Paradise,

blending theology, philosophy, and vivid storytelling.
This poem’s influence extends beyond literature into art, religion, and culture, illustrating how poetry

can serve as a bridge between the human experience and the divine. Its enduring legacy cements its

status among the best poems of all time.

Poetry from the African Oral Tradition

Many African cultures have rich oral poetry traditions that include storytelling, praise songs, and
spiritual chants. These poems often emphasize community, history, and identity, passed down through
generations by griots and singers.

While less known in written form, African oral poetry is vital to understanding the diversity of poetic

expression and the universal power of verse. Incorporating such traditions expands the idea of the

best poems of all time beyond the written page.

Tips for Appreciating the Best Poems of All Time

If you’re new to poetry or looking to deepen your appreciation, here are some helpful tips:

1. **Read aloud:** Poetry’s rhythm and sound often come alive when spoken. Hearing the words can



reveal nuances you might miss when reading silently.

2. **Take your time:** Poems are dense with meaning. Don’t rush; savor each line and consider its
layers.

3. **Explore context:** Understanding the poet’s background and the historical moment can enrich
your interpretation.

4. **Keep a journal:** Write down your thoughts, favorite lines, or questions that arise. This personal
engagement enhances connection.

5. *Join discussions:** Whether online or in person, sharing interpretations with others can open new

perspectives and deepen appreciation.

By approaching poetry with curiosity and openness, you’ll discover why these timeless works are

celebrated as the best poems of all time.

Why the Best Poems of All Time Still Matter Today

In a world dominated by fast-paced media and fleeting trends, the best poems of all time remind us of
the enduring power of language and emotion. They invite us to pause, reflect, and connect with

experiences that transcend time and place.

Whether tackling universal themes like love and death, or shining a light on social justice and identity,
these poems continue to inspire creativity and empathy. They serve as both windows into the past and

mirrors for our own lives, affirming that poetry remains a vital and dynamic force in human culture.

Exploring the best poems of all time is more than an academic exercise; it’s a journey into the heart of
what it means to be human. Each poem holds a story, a feeling, or a truth waiting to be
discovered—offering readers a chance to experience beauty, insight, and connection that lasts a

lifetime.



Frequently Asked Questions

What are considered some of the best poems of all time?

Some of the best poems of all time include 'The Raven' by Edgar Allan Poe, 'Ode to a Nightingale' by
John Keats, 'The Road Not Taken' by Robert Frost, 'lf—' by Rudyard Kipling, 'Daffodils' by William

Wordsworth, and 'Still | Rise' by Maya Angelou.

Why are these poems regarded as the best?

These poems are considered the best due to their timeless themes, emotional depth, masterful use of
language, and the impact they have had on readers and literature over the years.

Who are some iconic poets known for their best works?

Iconic poets known for their best works include William Shakespeare, Emily Dickinson, Robert Frost,
Langston Hughes, Sylvia Plath, and Pablo Neruda.

How can one identify a 'best poem' from a vast collection of poetry?
A 'best poem' often resonates emotionally, uses innovative language or structure, explores universal

themes, and has stood the test of time through continued acclaim and relevance.

Are contemporary poems considered among the best poems of all
time?

Yes, some contemporary poems are recognized among the best for their fresh perspectives, cultural
relevance, and artistic innovation, though classic poems often dominate traditional lists.

Where can | find collections of the best poems of all time?

Collections of the best poems can be found in anthologies like 'The Norton Anthology of Poetry,' online

platforms such as Poetry Foundation and Poets.org, as well as curated lists by literary critics and



educational institutions.

Additional Resources

Best Poems of All Time: A Journey Through Timeless Verse

best poems of all time have captivated readers, inspired countless artists, and shaped literary
traditions across centuries. Poetry, as a form of artistic expression, transcends cultural and temporal
boundaries, offering insights into human emotion, philosophy, and the natural world. This exploration
delves into some of the most celebrated and influential poems ever written, analyzing their

significance, stylistic features, and enduring appeal within the vast landscape of world literature.

Understanding the Criteria for the Best Poems

Identifying the best poems of all time involves a nuanced approach that considers various factors,
including historical impact, linguistic innovation, emotional depth, and cultural resonance. These poems
often reflect universal themes such as love, mortality, nature, identity, and existential reflection.
Moreover, they frequently exhibit mastery of form—whether through meter, rhyme, or free verse—and

employ powerful imagery and symbolism.
The term “best” remains subjective, influenced by personal taste, academic perspectives, and shifting

cultural values. Nonetheless, certain works consistently appear in anthologies, academic curricula, and

popular discourse, affirming their status in the poetic canon.

The Role of Historical and Cultural Context

Many of the best poems are inseparable from the eras and societies that produced them. For instance,

the epic poetry of Homer’s *lliad* and *Odyssey* not only narrates heroic tales but also reflects



Ancient Greek values and mythology. Similarly, the Romantic poetry of William Wordsworth and
Samuel Taylor Coleridge emerged from a period of intense social change and a renewed focus on

individual experience and nature.

Understanding these contexts enriches appreciation and reveals how poetry functions as both art and
historical document. This dual role contributes to why certain poems endure: they resonate beyond

their original moment to offer insights across generations.

Iconic Examples of the Best Poems of All Time

Exploring the best poems involves examining works from diverse traditions, languages, and styles.

Below are some examples widely recognized for their literary excellence and lasting influence.

“The Raven” by Edgar Allan Poe

Edgar Allan Poe’s *The Raven* (1845) is a hallmark of American Gothic poetry. Its melancholic tone
and haunting refrain “Nevermore” capture the narrator’s descent into despair following the loss of his
beloved Lenore. Poe’s use of internal rhyme, meter, and atmospheric diction exemplifies poetic

craftsmanship, making *The Raven* a staple in studies of narrative and lyric poetry.

“Sonnet 18” by William Shakespeare

One of Shakespeare’s most famous sonnets, “Shall | compare thee to a summer’s day?” epitomizes
the Renaissance sonnet form and the theme of immortalizing beauty through poetry. Shakespeare’s
ability to fuse personal affection with universal ideals of beauty and the passage of time has ensured

the sonnet’s place among the best English-language poems.



“The Waste Land” by T.S. Eliot

Published in 1922, *The Waste Land* revolutionized modernist poetry with its fragmented structure,
myriad allusions, and exploration of post-World War | disillusionment. Eliot’s complex layering of voices
and cultural references challenges readers to engage actively, reflecting the fractured nature of
contemporary life. This poem’s innovation in form and content marks it as a cornerstone of 20th-

century literature.

“If—” by Rudyard Kipling

Kipling’s *If—* is celebrated for its motivational tone and concise wisdom. Its stoic principles and call
for resilience have resonated widely, making it one of the most quoted and anthologized poems in the
English-speaking world. The poem’s simple yet profound advice encapsulates Victorian ideals of

manhood and personal integrity.

Comparative Features of Timeless Poems

While the best poems of all time vary greatly in style and theme, several shared features contribute to

their lasting impact:
e Emotional Resonance: These poems evoke strong feelings, whether through sorrow, joy,
nostalgia, or contemplation.

¢ Innovative Language: A distinctive use of metaphor, symbolism, and sound devices like

alliteration or assonance enhances their memorability.

¢ Universal Themes: Addressing fundamental human concerns ensures relevance across cultures



and eras.

o Structural Mastery: Whether adhering to traditional forms or pioneering free verse, these poems

demonstrate control over rhythm and pacing.

For example, Emily Dickinson’s concise and enigmatic verses contrast with the sprawling narrative of

Homeric epics, yet both achieve profound effects through their chosen forms.

The Impact of Translation and Accessibility

Many of the best poems originate in languages other than English, highlighting translation’s crucial role
in shaping global poetic appreciation. Works such as Rumi’s mystical verses, Dante’s *Divine
Comedy*, and Goethe’s *Faust* have reached international audiences through skilled translations that

balance fidelity to the original with poetic fluidity.

Accessibility, too, affects a poem’s reputation. Poems that appear in educational syllabi or public
anthologies often gain wider recognition. Digital platforms and social media now also contribute to the
dissemination of poetry, bringing new life to classic works and introducing contemporary voices into the

conversation about the best poems.

Modern Perspectives on the Best Poems

In contemporary literary discourse, the conversation about the best poems increasingly includes
diverse voices and perspectives. Poets from marginalized communities, such as Maya Angelou,
Langston Hughes, and Adrienne Rich, have expanded the canon to encompass themes of social

justice, identity, and empowerment.



This evolving landscape invites readers to reconsider traditional hierarchies and appreciate poetry’s
role in reflecting and shaping society. The best poems of all time, therefore, are not static but part of

an ongoing dialogue between past and present, tradition and innovation.

Emerging Trends in Poetry Appreciation

The rise of spoken word, slam poetry, and digital publishing platforms has democratized poetry,
allowing a broader range of voices to emerge. While this challenges conventional notions of the “best”

poems, it also enriches the poetic tradition by introducing fresh forms and perspectives.

In parallel, scholarship continues to re-examine canonical works through lenses such as feminism,
postcolonial theory, and ecocriticism. These approaches uncover new meanings and relevance,

ensuring that even centuries-old poems remain dynamic and meaningful.

The best poems of all time offer a mosaic of human experience, crafted with linguistic brilliance and
emotional depth. Their enduring presence in literary culture speaks to poetry’s unique capacity to distill
complex ideas and feelings into resonant, memorable forms. As readers engage with these works,
they participate in a timeless conversation that spans generations and geographies, continually

reaffirming poetry’s vital place in the human story.
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essayist, novelist, and journalist CHARLES DUDLEY WARNER (1829-1900) was renowned for the
warmth and intimacy of his writing, which encompassed travelogue, biography and autobiography,
fiction, and more, and influenced entire generations of his fellow writers. Here, the prolific writer
turned editor for his final grand work, a splendid survey of global literature, classic and modern, and
it's not too much to suggest that if his friend and colleague Mark Twain-who stole Warner's quip
about how everybody complains about the weather, but nobody does anything about it-had
assembled this set, it would still be hailed today as one of the great achievements of the book world.
Highlights from Volume 2 include: . selections from the works of Hans Christian Andersen . a survey
of Anglo-Saxon literature, including Beowulf and The Wanderer . selections from Gabriele
d'Annunzio's The Triumph of Death . poems by Anacreon (562-477 Be . Arabic ballads . verse by
Aristophanes . poems by Matthew Arnold . nature writing John James Audubon . and much, much
more.
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best poems of all time: A Library of the World's Best Literature - Ancient and Modern -
Vol.XXIX (Forty-Five Volumes); Pereda-Poe Charles Dudley Warner, 2008-07-01 Popular
American essayist, novelist, and journalist CHARLES DUDLEY WARNER (1829-1900) was renowned
for the warmth and intimacy of his writing, which encompassed travelogue, biography and
autobiography, fiction, and more, and influenced entire generations of his fellow writers. Here, the
prolific writer turned editor for his final grand work, a splendid survey of global literature, classic
and modern, and it's not too much to suggest that if his friend and colleague Mark Twain-who stole
Warner's quip about how everybody complains about the weather, but nobody does anything about
it-had assembled this set, it would still be hailed today as one of the great achievements of the book
world. Highlights from Volume 29 include: . the writings of Jos Maria de Pereda . the fairy tales of
Charles Perrault . the poetry of Petrarch . the folklore of Pilpay . the philosophy of Plato . the comic
verse of Titus Maccius Plautus . the writings of Pliny the Elder and Pliny the Younger . the fiction of
Edgar Allan Poe . and much, much more.

best poems of all time: The Greatest French Classics Of All Time Stendhal, Jules Verne,
Gustave Flaubert, Anatole France, Emile Zola, Victor Hugo, Guy de Maupassant, Jean-Jacques
Rousseau, Francois Rabelais, George Sand, Marcel Proust, Gaston Leroux, Charles Baudelaire,
Moliere, Pierre Corneille, Jean Racine, Voltaire, Pierre Choderlos de Laclos, Alexandre Dumas pere,
Alexandre Dumas fils, 2023-11-13 DigiCat presents to you this meticulously edited and formatted
collection of the greatest classics of French literature: A History of French Literature Francois
Rabelais: Gargantua and Pantagruel Moliere: Tartuffe or the Hypocrite The Misanthrope The Miser
The Imaginary Invalid The Impostures of Scapin... Jean Racine: Phaedra Pierre Corneille: The Cid
Voltaire: Candide Zadig Micromegas The Huron A Philosophical Dictionary... Jean-Jacques Rousseau:
Confessions Emile The Social Contract De Laclos: Dangerous Liaisons Stendhal: The Red and the
Black The Charterhouse of Parma... Honoré de Balzac: Father Goriot Eugénie Grandet Lost Illusions
The Lily of the Valley A Woman of Thirty Colonel Chabert The Magic Skin The Unknown
Masterpiece... Victor Hugo: Les Misérables The Man Who Laughs The Hunchback of Notre-Dame
Toilers of the Sea... George Sand: The Devil's Pool Mauprat Alexandre Dumas pere: The Three
Musketeers Twenty Years After The Vicomte de Bragelonne Ten Years After Louise de la Valliere
The Man in the Iron Mask The Count of Monte Cristo... Alexandre Dumas fils: The Lady with the
Camellias Gustave Flaubert: Madame Bovary Salammbo Bouvard and Pécuchet Sentimental
Education... Emile Zola: Thérése Raquin The Fortune of the Rougons The Kill The Dram Shop A Love
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The Downfall Doctor Pascal... Jules Verne: Twenty Thousand Leagues Under the Sea Around the
World in Eighty Days The Mysterious Island Journey to the Centre of the Earth From the Earth to the
Moon Around the Moon In Search of the Castaways Guy de Maupassant: A Life Bel-Ami (The History
of a Scoundrel) Mont Oriol Notre Coeur Pierre and Jean Strong as Death The Necklace The Horla
Boul de Suif Two Friends Madame Tellier's Establishment... Charles Baudelaire: The Flowers of Evil
Anatole France: The Revolt of the Angels The Gods are Athirst (The Gods Will Have Blood) Penguin



Island Thais Gaston Leroux: The Phantom of the Opera The Mystery of the Yellow Room The Secret
of the Night The Man with the Black Feather Marcel Proust: Swann's Way
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novelist, and journalist CHARLES DUDLEY WARNER (1829-1900) was renowned for the warmth and
intimacy of his writing, which encompassed travelogue, biography and autobiography, fiction, and
more, and influenced entire generations of his fellow writers. Here, the prolific writer turned editor
for his final grand work, a splendid survey of global literature, classic and modern, and it's not too
much to suggest that if his friend and colleague Mark Twain-who stole Warner's quip about how
everybody complains about the weather, but nobody does anything about it-had assembled this set,
it would still be hailed today as one of the great achievements of the book world. Highlights from
Volume 20 include: . excerpts from Henrik Ibsen's A Doll's House . a survey of Icelandic literarture .
hymns from the Rig-Veda . selections from the Upanishads . the writings of Washington Irving .
selections from Henry James . Japanese literature, medieval and modern literature . and much, much
more.
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Maria Rilke.
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American essayist, novelist, and journalist CHARLES DUDLEY WARNER (1829-1900) was renowned
for the warmth and intimacy of his writing, which encompassed travelogue, biography and
autobiography, fiction, and more, and influenced entire generations of his fellow writers. Here, the
prolific writer turned editor for his final grand work, a splendid survey of global literature, classic
and modern, and it's not too much to suggest that if his friend and colleague Mark Twain-who stole
Warner's quip about how everybody complains about the weather, but nobody does anything about
it-had assembled this set, it would still be hailed today as one of the great achievements of the book
world. Highlights from Volume 17 include: . history writing from Horace Greeley, John Richard
Green, Franois Guizot, and Henry Hallam . excerpts from the Brothers Grimm . the ghazals (odes) of
Hafiz . selections from Alexander Hamilton's Federalist papers . excerpts from Thomas Hardy's Far
From the Madding Crowd . the poetry of Bret Harte . and much, much more.

best poems of all time: A Library of the World's Best Literature - Ancient and Modern -
Vol. XLV (Forty-Five Volumes); Synopses of Famous Books & General Index Charles Dudley
Warner, 2009-01-01 It would be enough to recommend this astonishing, 45-volume set, first
published in 1896, if it were merely a wonderfully massive compilation of the world's best writings
from the world's best authors up until the advent of the 20th century. But A Library of the World's
Best Literature is so much more than that. For this marvelous collection represents the evolution of
human thought-the evolution of human civilization, even-as seen through the mind of one of the most
important, if sadly almost forgotten, literary figures of the 19th century.Popular American essayist,
novelist, and journalist CHARLES DUDLEY WARNER (1829-1900) was renowned for the warmth and
intimacy of his writing, which encompassed travelogue, biography and autobiography, fiction, and
more, and influenced entire generations of his fellow writers. Here, the prolific writer turned editor
for his final grand work, a splendid survey of global literature, classic and modern, and it's not too
much to suggest that if his friend and colleague Mark Twain-who stole Warner's quip about how
everybody complains about the weather, but nobody does anything about it-had assembled this set,
it would still be hailed today as one of the great achievements of the book world.And so it still
deserves to be. Arranged not chronologically but alphabetically, mostly under the names of authors
but in some cases of literatures or special subjects-such as Icelandic literature or Arthurian
legend-this set is no dry reference work. These eminently browsable volumes-available through



Cosimo for the first time in decades in both paperback and hardcover editions-are meant to be read
and enjoyed by anyone who loves the written word.Volume 45 features more synopses of notable
works-from Adam Bede by George Eliot to Zury; The Meanest Man in Spring County by Joseph
Kirkland-including many not previously referenced in the set but highlighted as well worth a serious
reader's time and attention.This volume also includes a General Index to the 45-volume set.
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American essayist, novelist, and journalist CHARLES DUDLEY WARNER (1829-1900) was renowned
for the warmth and intimacy of his writing, which encompassed travelogue, biography and
autobiography, fiction, and more, and influenced entire generations of his fellow writers. Here, the
prolific writer turned editor for his final grand work, a splendid survey of global literature, classic
and modern, and it's not too much to suggest that if his friend and colleague Mark Twain-who stole
Warner's quip about how everybody complains about the weather, but nobody does anything about
it-had assembled this set, it would still be hailed today as one of the great achievements of the book
world. Highlights from Volume 31 include: . the histories of James Ford Rhodes . the fiction of
Samuel Richardson . the writing of Anne Thackeray Ritchie . the maxims of La Rochefoucauld . the
Roman poets of the Later Empire . the poetry of Pierre Ronsard . the writings of Theodore Roosevelt
. the poetry of Christina Georgina Rossetti and Dante Gabriel Rossetti . the philosophy of Jean
Jacques Rousseau . and much, much more.
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essayist, novelist, and journalist CHARLES DUDLEY WARNER (1829-1900) was renowned for the
warmth and intimacy of his writing, which encompassed travelogue, biography and autobiography,
fiction, and more, and influenced entire generations of his fellow writers. Here, the prolific writer
turned editor for his final grand work, a splendid survey of global literature, classic and modern, and
it's not too much to suggest that if his friend and colleague Mark Twain-who stole Warner's quip
about how everybody complains about the weather, but nobody does anything about it-had
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Edmund Burke . the writings of Frances Hodgon Burnett . poems by Robert Burns . travel/adventure
writings from Sir Richard F. Burton . poems of Lord Byron . the writings of Julius Caesar . speeches
by John Caldwell Calhoun . poems of Callimachus . and much, much more.
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is sure to capture the attention of both Best American Poetry loyalists and newcomers to the series.
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fiction, and more, and influenced entire generations of his fellow writers. Here, the prolific writer
turned editor for his final grand work, a splendid survey of global literature, classic and modern, and
it's not too much to suggest that if his friend and colleague Mark Twain-who stole Warner's quip
about how everybody complains about the weather, but nobody does anything about it-had




assembled this set, it would still be hailed today as one of the great achievements of the book world.
Highlights from Volume 19 include: . the poetry of Oliver Wendell Holmes, Thomas Hood, Horace,
and Julia Ward Howe . the legend of the Holy Grail . excerpts from Homer's the Iliad and the
Odyssey . selections from Victor Hugo's Les Misrables . the science writing of Thomas Henry Huxley
. and much, much more.
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