
wings of the dove film

Wings of the Dove Film: A Timeless Tale of Love, Betrayal, and Tragedy

wings of the dove film stands as a remarkable adaptation of Henry James’s 1902 novel, weaving a rich
tapestry of love, deception, and moral complexity. Released in 1997 and directed by Iain Softley, this film
captures the intricate emotional landscape of its characters while transporting viewers to the opulent yet
turbulent world of early 20th-century London. If you’re a fan of period dramas or literary adaptations,
wings of the dove film offers a captivating narrative bolstered by stunning performances, lush cinematography,
and a haunting musical score.

The Art of Adaptation: Bringing Henry James to the Screen

Adapting a Henry James novel is no small feat. James’s writing is renowned for its psychological depth and
subtlety, which can be challenging to translate into film. Wings of the dove film succeeds by focusing on the
emotional undercurrents and moral dilemmas that define the story, rather than simply replicating every plot
detail.

At its core, the film explores the complicated relationship between Kate Croy, a young woman from a declining
aristocratic family, and Merton Densher, a journalist and writer. Their love is tested by social expectations
and the presence of a wealthy, terminally ill American heiress, Milly Theale. The plot thickens as Kate devises a
morally ambiguous plan involving Milly’s inheritance, raising questions about love, greed, and sacrifice.

Why Wings of the Dove Film Resonates Today

What makes wings of the dove film resonate with contemporary audiences is its exploration of timeless themes:
the constraints of society, the elusive nature of happiness, and the ethical gray areas we navigate in
relationships. The film doesn’t offer easy answers, instead inviting viewers to empathize with characters whose
choices are shaped by desperation and hope.

Moreover, the film’s setting and costumes provide an immersive experience, reflecting the rigid class structures
and social mores of Edwardian England. This historical context enriches the story, reminding us how societal
pressures influence personal decisions.

Stunning Performances That Bring Characters to Life

One of the highlights of wings of the dove film is its stellar cast. Helena Bonham Carter portrays Kate Croy
with a compelling blend of vulnerability and determination, capturing the character’s inner turmoil as she
grapples with love and ambition. Linus Roache, as Merton Densher, delivers a nuanced performance that conveys
quiet passion and integrity.

Perhaps most memorable is Alison Elliott’s portrayal of Milly Theale, whose innocent charm and tragic fate
anchor the emotional core of the film. The chemistry among the trio adds depth to the narrative, making their
relationships feel authentic and heartbreaking.

Visual and Musical Elegance: Crafting Atmosphere

The cinematography of wings of the dove film is lush and evocative, with sweeping shots of London’s grand
estates contrasted against intimate close-ups that reveal the characters’ emotional states. The use of light
and shadow underscores the film’s themes of concealment and revelation.

Complementing the visuals is a haunting score that subtly enhances the mood without overpowering the
storytelling. This careful balance between sound and image invites viewers to fully immerse themselves in the
unfolding drama.

Exploring the Film’s Themes: Love, Morality, and Fate

Wings of the dove film is rich with thematic layers that invite reflection long after the credits roll. The story



delves into:

- **Love and Sacrifice:** The characters’ love is complicated by social constraints and personal ambitions,
leading to difficult sacrifices that question the nature of true affection.
- **Moral Ambiguity:** Kate’s plan to secure Milly’s fortune by manipulating her affections raises ethical
dilemmas about means and ends.
- **Class and Society:** The rigid class distinctions of Edwardian society form a backdrop that shapes the
characters’ options and motivations.
- **Mortality and Fate:** Milly’s terminal illness casts a shadow over the narrative, reminding viewers of
life’s fragility and the unpredictable forces that govern human existence.

These themes are not only central to the film’s plot but also resonate on a universal level, encouraging
audiences to ponder the complexities of human relationships.

Tips for Watching Wings of the Dove Film

To fully appreciate the nuances of wings of the dove film, consider the following:

1. **Pay Attention to Subtext:** Much of the story’s emotional weight lies beneath the surface dialogue.
Observing body language and subtle expressions will enhance your understanding.
2. **Note the Historical Context:** Familiarity with Edwardian society’s class system and gender roles can
provide deeper insight into the characters’ struggles.
3. **Reflect on Moral Questions:** The film raises difficult ethical issues without clear resolutions.
Engaging with these dilemmas can make the viewing experience more thought-provoking.
4. **Appreciate the Cinematic Craftsmanship:** Take time to notice the film’s visual composition, costume
design, and musical score, all of which contribute to its immersive atmosphere.

Comparing Wings of the Dove Film to Other Literary Adaptations

Wings of the dove film fits within a tradition of British period dramas that bring classic literature to life on
screen. Compared to other Henry James adaptations, such as “The Portrait of a Lady,” this film is noted for its
psychological intensity and emotional depth.

Unlike more straightforward love stories, wings of the dove delves into the darker aspects of human nature,
making it a compelling choice for viewers who prefer complex character studies over conventional romance. Its
careful pacing and rich dialogue set it apart from more action-driven historical films.

Legacy and Influence in Cinema

Since its release, wings of the dove film has garnered critical acclaim and a dedicated following among fans of
literary cinema. Its exploration of intricate emotional landscapes and moral ambiguity has influenced
subsequent period dramas that aim to balance historical authenticity with psychological realism.

The film’s success also helped elevate the careers of its lead actors, particularly Helena Bonham Carter, who
went on to become a prominent figure in both period and contemporary films.

In summary, wings of the dove film remains a poignant and beautifully crafted adaptation that continues to
captivate audiences with its timeless exploration of love, betrayal, and the human condition. Whether you’re
discovering it for the first time or revisiting it, the film offers a rich cinematic experience that lingers in the mind
and heart.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the plot of the film 'The Wings of the Dove'?

The film 'The Wings of the Dove' follows the story of a young woman who becomes entangled in a complex
love triangle involving a wealthy heiress and a man she secretly loves, exploring themes of love, betrayal, and



sacrifice.

Who directed the film 'The Wings of the Dove'?

The film 'The Wings of the Dove' was directed by Iain Softley.

When was 'The Wings of the Dove' film released?

The film 'The Wings of the Dove' was released in 1997.

Which actors star in 'The Wings of the Dove'?

The main cast of 'The Wings of the Dove' includes Helena Bonham Carter, Linus Roache, and Alison Elliott.

Is 'The Wings of the Dove' film based on a book?

Yes, 'The Wings of the Dove' film is based on the 1902 novel of the same name by Henry James.

What themes are explored in 'The Wings of the Dove' film?

The film explores themes such as love, moral ambiguity, manipulation, social class, and the consequences of
personal choices.

Did 'The Wings of the Dove' receive any awards or nominations?

Yes, 'The Wings of the Dove' received several nominations, including three Academy Award nominations for Best
Actress (Helena Bonham Carter), Best Adapted Screenplay, and Best Art Direction.

Where was 'The Wings of the Dove' filmed?

The film was primarily shot in various locations across England, including London and the countryside, to
capture the period setting of the story.

Additional Resources
Wings of the Dove Film: A Timeless Exploration of Love and Morality

wings of the dove film stands as a compelling adaptation of Henry James’s 1902 novel, bringing to life a
complex narrative of love, deception, and ethical ambiguity. Directed by Iain Softley and released in 1997, the
film delves into the intricate emotional landscapes of its characters, exploring themes of desire, social
stratification, and mortality with a nuanced and evocative style. This cinematic rendition not only honors the
source material but also enhances its psychological depth through meticulous performances and a carefully
crafted period setting.

In-depth Analysis of Wings of the Dove Film

Wings of the Dove film captures the quintessence of early 20th-century upper-class society, reflecting the
rigid social conventions and moral dilemmas that define the characters’ actions. The narrative centers on Kate
Croy (played by Helena Bonham Carter), a young woman constrained by financial hardship and societal
expectations, and her entangled relationship with Merton Densher (Linus Roache), a journalist with modest
means. The introduction of the terminally ill heiress Milly Theale (Allison Elliott) adds a poignant dimension,



as her wealth becomes the fulcrum upon which the story’s ethical tensions pivot.

One of the film’s most remarkable achievements lies in its ability to maintain the delicate balance between the
internal emotional turmoil of the characters and the external social pressures they face. The cinematography,
characterized by soft lighting and carefully composed frames, evokes a sense of intimacy while emphasizing the
characters’ isolation and vulnerability. This visual style contributes to the film’s overall atmosphere,
reinforcing the themes of fragility and impending loss.

Performances and Characterization

The cast’s performances are pivotal in conveying the story’s psychological complexity. Helena Bonham
Carter’s portrayal of Kate is both captivating and unsettling, embodying a woman torn between ambition and
conscience. Her nuanced delivery reveals layers of emotional conflict, making Kate’s morally ambiguous
decisions more comprehensible, if not entirely sympathetic.

Linus Roache’s Merton offers a restrained yet intense presence, embodying the conflict between genuine affection
and opportunism. Allison Elliott’s Milly is portrayed with a luminous innocence and warmth, which heightens
the tragic trajectory of her character. The dynamic among the three leads creates a compelling emotional
triangle that drives the narrative forward.

Direction and Adaptation

Iain Softley’s direction is marked by a careful pacing that allows the story’s psychological and moral
complexities to unfold gradually. Unlike more sensational adaptations, Wings of the Dove film opts for
subtlety, favoring quiet moments of reflection and tension over melodrama. This approach respects the source
material’s tone and enhances the viewer’s engagement with the characters’ inner lives.

The screenplay, adapted by Hossein Amini, distills Henry James’s intricate prose into accessible dialogue and
scenes without sacrificing the novel’s thematic richness. The adaptation carefully preserves the story’s
exploration of manipulation, love, and sacrifice, rendering these timeless themes in a way that resonates with
modern audiences.

Contextual Significance and Comparisons

Wings of the Dove film occupies a distinct place within the genre of literary adaptations, particularly those
based on Henry James’s works, which often pose challenges due to their psychological complexity and subtle
social critique. Compared to other adaptations such as The Portrait of a Lady (1996) or The Turn of the
Screw (1999), Wings of the Dove stands out for its delicate handling of emotional nuance and moral
ambiguity.

The film’s emphasis on the intersection of love and ethical compromise invites comparisons to contemporary
romantic dramas, yet its period setting and literary pedigree give it a unique gravitas. The moral questions it
raises—about the use of wealth, the nature of love, and the cost of deception—remain relevant, offering
fertile ground for both critical analysis and audience reflection.

Production Design and Cinematography

The production design of Wings of the Dove film merits particular attention for its meticulous recreation of
Edwardian England’s opulence and social formality. Costumes and sets are richly detailed, contributing to the
authenticity and immersive quality of the film. The use of natural light and subdued color palettes in the
cinematography enhances the film’s elegiac tone, underscoring the themes of decay and mortality.



The visual storytelling works in tandem with the narrative to emphasize contrasts between characters’ outer
appearances and inner realities. For instance, the grandiose settings often serve as backdrops for intimate,
fraught exchanges that reveal vulnerability beneath polished surfaces.

Soundtrack and Musical Score

The musical score, composed by Edward Shearmur, complements the film’s emotional landscape with delicate and
evocative motifs. The soundtrack underscores key moments without overpowering the dialogue or visual
subtlety, enhancing the film’s contemplative mood. The music’s restrained elegance mirrors the restrained
passions and suppressed desires of the characters, reinforcing the overall thematic coherence.

Pros and Cons of Wings of the Dove Film

Pros:

Exceptional performances by the lead actors, bringing depth to complex characters.

Faithful yet accessible adaptation of Henry James’s novel, preserving thematic depth.

Elegant production design and cinematography that effectively evoke the period setting.

Subtle direction that prioritizes psychological nuance over melodrama.

Thought-provoking exploration of love, morality, and social constraints.

Cons:

The film’s deliberate pacing may challenge viewers accustomed to faster narratives.

Some plot elements may feel ambiguous or unresolved, requiring attentive viewing.

Limited appeal for audiences seeking straightforward romantic dramas or clear-cut resolutions.

The wings of the dove film remains a significant work within the canon of literary adaptations, appealing to
cinephiles and literary enthusiasts alike. Its exploration of the human condition—through the prism of love,
mortality, and ethical conflict—continues to inspire reflection on the complexities of human relationships and
societal expectations. As such, it stands as a testament to the enduring power of classic literature
translated thoughtfully to the screen.
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  wings of the dove film: Henry James Goes to the Movies Susan M. Griffin, 2021-10-21 Why has
a nineteenth-century author with an elitist reputation proved so popular with directors as varied as
William Wyler, François Truffaut, and James Ivory? A partial answer lies in the way many of Henry
James's recurring themes still haunt us: the workings of power, the position of women in society, the
complexities of sexuality and desire. Susan Griffin has assembled fifteen of the world's foremost
authorities on Henry James to examine both the impact of James on film and the impact of film on
James. Anthony Mazella traces the various adaptations of The Turn of the Screw, from novel to play
to opera to film. Peggy McCormack examines the ways the personal lives of Peter Bogdanovich and
then-girlfriend Cybill Shepherd influenced critical reaction to Daisy Miller (1974). Leland Person
points out the consequences of casting Christopher Reeve—then better known as Superman—in The
Bostonians (1984) during the conservative political context of the first Reagan presidency. Nancy
Bentley defends Jane Campion's anachronistic reading of Portrait of a Lady (1996) as being more
authentic than the more common period costume dramas. Dale Bauer observes James's influence on
such films as Next Stop, Wonderland (1998) and Notting Hill (1999). Marc Bousquet explores the
ways Wings of the Dove (1997) addresses the economic and cultural situations of Gen-X viewers.
Other fascinating essays as well as a complete filmography and bibliography of work on James and
film round out the collection.
  wings of the dove film: A Companion to Henry James Greg W. Zacharias, 2014-02-10 Written
by some of the world's most distinguished Henry James scholars, this innovative collection of essays
provides the most up-to-date scholarship on James’s writings available today. Provides an essential,
up-to-date reference to the work and scholarship of Henry James Features the writing of a wide
range of James scholars Places James’s writings within national contexts—American, English,
French, and Italian Offers both an overview of contemporary James scholarship and a cutting edge
resource for studying important individual topics
  wings of the dove film: Reel Views 2 James Berardinelli, 2005 Thoroughly revised and updated
for 2005! Includes a new chapter on the best special edition DVDs and a new chapter on finding
hidden easter egg features.
  wings of the dove film: FilmCraft: Screenwriting Tim Grierson, 2013-12-17 Screenwriting
looks at the foundation on which every great film is built—the script. Whether an original concept or
an adaptation, the screenplay is the key to the success of a movie—good dialogue, story pacing, and
character development are the framework everything else hangs on. Featuring in-depth interviews
with modern masters of film including Stephen Gaghan, Guillermo Arriaga, Caroline Thompson,
Hossein Amini, and Jean-Claude Carrière, this book reveals the mysteries behind how the best
scripts are written and reach the screen.
  wings of the dove film: Venice and the Cultural Imagination Michael O’Neill, Mark Sandy,
Sarah Wootton, 2015-10-06 In the era of the Grand Tour, Venice was the cultural jewel in the crown
of Europe and the epitome of decadence. This edited collection of eleven essays draws on a range of
disciplines and approaches to ask how Venice’s appeal has affected Western culture since 1800.
  wings of the dove film: New York Magazine , 1997-12-22 New York magazine was born in
1968 after a run as an insert of the New York Herald Tribune and quickly made a place for itself as
the trusted resource for readers across the country. With award-winning writing and photography
covering everything from politics and food to theater and fashion, the magazine's consistent mission
has been to reflect back to its audience the energy and excitement of the city itself, while
celebrating New York as both a place and an idea.
  wings of the dove film: Dickens and the Dream of Cinema Grahame Smith, 2003-11-08
Taking his cue from Walter Benjamin's concept of each epoch dreaming the epoch that is to follow,
Grahame Smith argues that Dickens' novels can be regarded as proto-filmic in the detail of their
language as well as their larger formal structures. This possibility arises from Dickens' creative
engagement with the city as metropolis, as it emerges in the London of the 1830s, plus his
immersion in the visual entertainments of his day, such as the panorama, as well as technological



advances such as the railway which anticipates cinema in some of its major features. The book offers
a new way of reading Dickens, through the perspective of a form which he knew nothing of, while
simultaneously suggesting an account of his part in the manifold forces that led to the appearance of
film towards the end of the 19th century.
  wings of the dove film: Leonard Maltin's 2015 Movie Guide Leonard Maltin, 2014-09-02
NEARLY 16,000 ENTRIES INCLUDING 300+ NEW ENTRIES AND MORE THAN 13,000 DVD
LISTINGS Summer blockbusters and independent sleepers; masterworks of Alfred Hitchcock, Billy
Wilder, and Martin Scorsese; the timeless comedy of the Marx Brothers and Buster Keaton;
animated classics from Walt Disney and Pixar; the finest foreign films ever made. This 2015 edition
covers the modern era, from 1965 to the present, while including all the great older films you can’t
afford to miss—and those you can—from box-office smashes to cult classics to forgotten gems to
forgettable bombs, listed alphabetically, and complete with all the essential information you could
ask for. NEW: • Nearly 16,000 capsule movie reviews, with 300+ new entries • More than 25,000
DVD and video listings • Up-to-date list of mail-order and online sources for buying and renting
DVDs and videos MORE: • Official motion picture code ratings from G to NC-17 • Old and new
theatrical and video releases rated **** to BOMB • Exact running times—an invaluable guide for
recording and for discovering which movies have been edited • Reviews of little-known sleepers,
foreign films, rarities, and classics • Leonard’s personal list of Must-See Movies • Date of release,
running time, director, stars, MPAA ratings, color or black and white • Concise summary, capsule
review, and four-star-to-BOMB rating system • Precise information on films shot in widescreen
format • Symbols for DVDs, videos, and laserdiscs • Completely updated index of leading actors
  wings of the dove film: Film , 1997
  wings of the dove film: Seduction on Screen: The 100 Sexiest Movies of All Time Claudia
Morgan, Prepare to be captivated by the sultry allure and undeniable chemistry that have set cinema
screens ablaze in Seduction on Screen: The 100 Sexiest Movies of All Time. This steamy guide takes
you on a journey through the most provocative and unforgettable moments in film history,
showcasing the movies that have redefined sensuality, passion, and desire. Each chapter offers a
tantalizing exploration of a different film, delving into the erotic artistry, mesmerizing performances,
and sizzling storylines that have left audiences entranced. From the raw intensity of Basic Instinct to
the romantic heat of Atonement and the bold sensuality of Call Me by Your Name, this book covers a
wide range of genres and styles, all united by their electrifying appeal. Whether you're a film buff or
simply in the mood for something a little more daring, Seduction on Screen is your ultimate
companion to the world of cinematic seduction. This collection celebrates the films that have pushed
boundaries, sparked conversations, and kindled the flames of passion, making them timeless classics
in the realm of sensual storytelling. Dive into the 100 sexiest movies ever made, and let the magic of
cinema sweep you off your feet.
  wings of the dove film: Rule of Thumb Todd Rendleman, 2012-04-26 With a critical eye that
mirrors his subject's, Todd Rendleman explores the values, temperament, character, and style that
have made Roger Ebert the most trusted and influential film critic in America. Introducing the one
critic whom so many moviegoers recognize, argue with, and love, Rule of Thumb illuminates Ebert's
critical strengths and blind spots. His sensibilities are further appreciated through comparisons to
incisive, provocative colleagues like Pauline Kael and John Simon. While exploring their critical
clashes, the author offers fresh assessments of a host of movies, from modern classics like Last
Tango in Paris and Blue Velvet, to films that deserve another glance, like Music Box, In Dreams, and
Bliss. Few are in a position to write a firsthand memoir of one of the world's great film critics, but
Rendleman accomplishes just this, smartly intertwining his own coming-of-age cinematic sensibility
with a witty critical analysis of his subject. All told, his achievement is noteworthy: he offers a
unique view of a celebrated personality, while revealing himself as a writer of insight and dash.
  wings of the dove film: Critical Companion to Henry James Eric L. Haralson, Kendall
Johnson, 2009 Examines the life and writings of Henry James including detailed synopses of his
works, explanations of literary terms, biographies of friends and family, and social and historical



influences.
  wings of the dove film: The Complete Index to Literary Sources in Film Alan Goble,
2011-09-08 No detailed description available for The Complete Index to Literary Sources in Film.
  wings of the dove film: Movie Wars Jonathan Rosenbaum, 2002 Contrary to what a number of
disillusioned critics have written and what appears to be the pervading conventional wisdom,
Jonathan Rosenbaum believes that cinema is very much alive and well. The problem is, he feels, that
all too often we just do not get the opportunity to see the best of it. In Movie Wars, America's leading
film critic explores the production, distribution and promotion of mainstream contemporary cinema
and how, at every turn, the industry treats the viewer with contempt. Using examples such as
Miramax's buying of films solely to keep them out of the hands of competitors with no intention of
distributing them, the American Film Institute's narrow championing of Hollywood studio product in
their 'Best 100 Films' list, and the mainstream media's unquestioning acceptance of the Hollywood
PR machine, Movie Wars is a damning critique of corporate cinematic culture and a no- holds-barred
call to arms for those looking for life outside the multiplex.
  wings of the dove film: New York Magazine , 1997-11-17 New York magazine was born in
1968 after a run as an insert of the New York Herald Tribune and quickly made a place for itself as
the trusted resource for readers across the country. With award-winning writing and photography
covering everything from politics and food to theater and fashion, the magazine's consistent mission
has been to reflect back to its audience the energy and excitement of the city itself, while
celebrating New York as both a place and an idea.
  wings of the dove film: British Historical Cinema Claire Monk, Amy Sargeant, 2015-01-28
Films recreating or addressing 'the past' - recent or distant, actual or imagined - have been a
mainstay of British cinema since the silent era. From Elizabeth to Carry On Up The Khyber, and
from the heritage-film debate to issues of authenticity and questions of genre, British Historical
Cinema explores the ways in which British films have represented the past on screen, the issues they
raise and the debates they have provoked. Discussing films from biopics to literary adaptations, and
from depictions of Britain's colonial past to the re-imagining of recent decades in retro films such as
Velvet Goldmine, a range of contributors ask whose history is being represented, from whose
perspective, and why.
  wings of the dove film: New York Magazine , 1997-12-08 New York magazine was born in
1968 after a run as an insert of the New York Herald Tribune and quickly made a place for itself as
the trusted resource for readers across the country. With award-winning writing and photography
covering everything from politics and food to theater and fashion, the magazine's consistent mission
has been to reflect back to its audience the energy and excitement of the city itself, while
celebrating New York as both a place and an idea.
  wings of the dove film: Story and Character Alistair Owen, 2016-05-19 'Owen's thorough
research and penetrating questions are what make this book ... the conversation is hilarious as well
as informative, and budding screenwriters should pay close attention to extraordinary nuggets'
GUARDIAN 'A fascinating, insightful collection' INDEPENDENT ON SUNDAY Covering the cream of
British screenwriters, this gives a deep insight into the film industry and the way that classic British
films came to be. Featuring conversations with the writers of, among other films, The Full Monty,
Billy Elliot, Four Weddings and a Funeral, 24-Hour Party People, The Wings of a Dove, The World is
Not Enough and A World Apart, this is an in-depth study of ten of the top names in British
screenwriting. Lively and funny, challenging and revealing, this series of exclusive interviews with
the unsung heroes of contemporary British cinema provides a unique behind-the-scenes look at the
movie business, essential both for aspiring writers, industry insiders and film fans. Featured are
interviews with Shawn Slovo, William Boyd, Rupert Preston, Richard Curtis, Lee Hall, Simon
Beaufoy, Hossein Amini, Frank Cottrell-Boyce and Neal Purvis & Robert Wade.
  wings of the dove film: New York Magazine , 1997-12-01 New York magazine was born in
1968 after a run as an insert of the New York Herald Tribune and quickly made a place for itself as
the trusted resource for readers across the country. With award-winning writing and photography



covering everything from politics and food to theater and fashion, the magazine's consistent mission
has been to reflect back to its audience the energy and excitement of the city itself, while
celebrating New York as both a place and an idea.
  wings of the dove film: London in Cinema Charlotte Brunsdon, 2019-07-25 Charlotte
Brunsdon's illuminating study explores the variety of cinematic 'Londons' that appear in films made
since 1945. Brunsdon traces the familiar ways that film-makers establish that a film is set in London,
by use of recognisable landmarks and the city's shorthand iconography of red buses and black taxis,
as well as the ways in which these icons are avoided. She looks at London weather – fog and rain –
and everyday locations like the pub and the housing estate, while also examining the recurring
patterns of representation associated with films set in the East and West Ends of London, from
Spring in Park Lane (1948) to Mona Lisa (1986), and from Night and the City (1950) to From Hell
(2001). Brunsdon provides a detailed analysis of a selection of films, exploring their contribution to
the cinematic geography of London, and showing the ways in which feature films have responded to,
and created, changing views of the city. She traces London's transformation from imperial capital to
global city through the different ways in which the local is imagined in films ranging from Ealing
comedies to Pressure (1974), as well as through the shifting imagery of the River Thames and the
Docks. She addresses the role of cinematic genres such as horror and film noir in the constitution of
the cinematic city, as well as the recurrence of figures such as the cockney, the gangster and the
housewife. Challenging the view that London is not a particularly cinematic city, Brunsdon
demonstrates that many London-set films offer their own meditation on the complex relationships
between the cinema and the city.
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