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African Art in Motion: Exploring the Dynamic Soul of African Creativity

african art in motion is more than just a phrase—it captures the vibrant, living essence of a continent’s
artistic expression that transcends static forms and embraces movement, rhythm, and transformation. When
we think of African art, often the mind conjures images of masks, sculptures, and textiles, but African art in
motion invites us to experience the fluidity of dance, the storytelling of performance, and the interplay
between art and community. This article dives deep into this fascinating dimension of African creativity,
revealing how motion breathes life into traditional and contemporary African art forms.

The Living Pulse of African Art in Motion

African art has always been intertwined with life itself. From the earliest times, artistic creation in Africa
has been inseparable from rituals, ceremonies, and social gatherings. These events are characterized by
movement—whether through dance, music, or theatrical performances—that convey cultural values and
histories.

Dance as a Core Expression

Dance stands at the heart of African art in motion. It is not merely entertainment but a profound language
through which communities express identity, spirituality, and social cohesion. Each region across Africa has
distinct dance traditions, often linked to storytelling or rites of passage.

In West Africa, for example, the energetic drum-driven dances of the Yoruba and Akan peoples are rich
with symbolic gestures and rhythms that tell stories of ancestors and gods. Meanwhile, the Maasai of East
Africa perform jumping dances that celebrate strength and virility. These performances are dynamic art
pieces that evolve, adapt, and stay deeply connected to their cultural roots.

Performance Art and Storytelling

African art in motion also encompasses performance art that combines movement, costumes, masks, and
music. Traditional storytellers, often called griots, use this multifaceted approach to keep oral histories alive.
Their narratives, brought to life through animated gestures and dramatic expressions, are living artworks
that educate and entertain.

In many African societies, masquerade performances are a spectacular example of art in motion. These



performances involve dancers wearing elaborate masks and costumes representing spirits, animals, or
ancestors. The movements are ritualistic and deliberate, designed to invoke protection, fertility, or
cleansing. The masquerades highlight how art transcends the visual and becomes an immersive spiritual
experience.

Contemporary African Art in Motion

While rooted in tradition, African art in motion is not static. Contemporary African artists and performers
are blending classical elements with modern influences, pushing boundaries and creating innovative works
that resonate globally.

Modern Dance and Fusion

African choreographers are redefining what it means to move within the African art framework. They
fuse traditional dance rhythms with contemporary styles like hip-hop, ballet, and jazz to create new forms
that speak to urban realities and diasporic experiences.

These hybrid expressions contribute to the growing popularity of African dance worldwide, influencing
music videos, theater, and even fashion. The movement becomes a bridge connecting heritage with
modernity, highlighting the adaptability and resilience of African cultures.

Visual Arts and Kinetic Installations

Artists are also exploring motion through kinetic sculptures and interactive installations. These works
invite viewers to engage physically, to walk around or even activate parts of the artwork, making the
observer a participant in the artistic process.

Such pieces often incorporate traditional African motifs and materials, such as beads, wood, and textiles, but
with a twist—movement becomes a medium to tell new stories or comment on social and political issues.
This innovation in contemporary African art in motion is gaining traction in galleries and museums around
the world.

Why African Art in Motion Matters

Understanding African art in motion allows us to appreciate the continent’s creative output beyond static
objects. It emphasizes the importance of context, participation, and the communal nature of African art.



Preserving Culture and Identity

Movement-based art forms function as living archives. They preserve languages, traditions, and
worldviews that might otherwise be lost in an increasingly globalized world. Through dance, music, and
performance, communities pass down ancestral knowledge and create a sense of belonging.

Healing and Social Connection

Many African cultures view art in motion as a tool for healing and social cohesion. Ritual dances and
ceremonies often serve therapeutic purposes, helping individuals and communities cope with change, loss,
or conflict. The shared experience of movement fosters empathy and collective strength.

Educational and Economic Opportunities

The global interest in African art in motion has also opened up educational and economic avenues. Dance
schools, workshops, and festivals dedicated to African movement arts attract tourists and students alike. This
growing industry helps sustain artists and cultural practitioners, ensuring the continuation of these vibrant
traditions.

Experiencing African Art in Motion Today

If you’re intrigued by African art in motion, there are many ways to experience it firsthand or virtually.

Attend Festivals: Events like the FESPACO in Burkina Faso or the Festival au Désert in Mali
showcase traditional and contemporary performances.

Explore Dance Workshops: Many cities worldwide offer classes in African dance styles, providing
immersive learning experiences.

Visit Museums and Galleries: Institutions such as the National Museum of African Art in Washington
D.C. often feature exhibitions on kinetic art and performance.

Watch Documentaries and Performances Online: Platforms like YouTube and Vimeo host an array of
performances and artist interviews that bring African art in motion to your screen.



Engaging with these experiences enriches your understanding and fosters appreciation for the living,
breathing culture behind the art.

The Future of African Art in Motion

As technology advances and cultures continue to intersect, African art in motion is poised to evolve in
exciting ways. Digital media, virtual reality, and social platforms offer new avenues for artists to
experiment with movement and reach wider audiences.

These innovations not only preserve traditional elements but also encourage creative risk-taking, ensuring
that African art in motion remains dynamic and relevant. The fusion of old and new will continue to
inspire both creators and audiences, reflecting the continent’s diversity and vitality.

African art in motion is a testament to the power of creativity to transcend boundaries—cultural, temporal,
and spatial. It invites us to witness the stories, emotions, and spirits that animate Africa’s artistic heritage,
reminding us that art is not just to be seen, but to be felt and lived.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'African Art in Motion' and why is it significant?
'African Art in Motion' refers to the dynamic and evolving expressions of African art that incorporate
movement, performance, and interactive elements, highlighting the cultural vitality and contemporary
relevance of African artistic traditions.

How does movement influence traditional African art forms?
Movement is integral to many African art forms, such as dance, masquerade, and ritual performances,
where art is not static but comes alive through bodily motion, symbolizing stories, spiritual beliefs, and
social values.

What role do contemporary African artists play in 'African Art in
Motion'?
Contemporary African artists blend traditional motifs with modern techniques and performance, creating
innovative works that challenge perceptions and celebrate African heritage in dynamic and engaging
ways.



Can you name some examples of African art that incorporate motion or
performance?
Examples include the Yoruba Egungun masquerades, the Dogon dances of Mali, and modern installations or
video art by artists like El Anatsui and William Kentridge that incorporate movement and time-based
elements.

How has technology impacted 'African Art in Motion'?
Technology has enabled African artists to explore new media such as digital video, animation, and
interactive installations, expanding the possibilities of motion and audience engagement in African art.

Why is it important to preserve the performative aspects of African art?
Preserving the performative aspects maintains the cultural context, spiritual significance, and communal
experience that are essential to the authenticity and meaning of African art traditions.

Where can one experience 'African Art in Motion' today?
One can experience 'African Art in Motion' in museums, cultural festivals, galleries, and digital platforms
worldwide that showcase African dance performances, multimedia art exhibitions, and live cultural rituals.

Additional Resources
African Art in Motion: Exploring the Dynamic Interplay of Tradition and Innovation

african art in motion encapsulates a vibrant and evolving phenomenon within the cultural and artistic
landscape of the continent. This phrase not only refers to the literal movement found in performance arts
such as dance and theater but also symbolizes the continuous transformation and reinterpretation of African
visual arts, crafts, and digital expressions. As African art transcends static displays and enters dynamic,
kinetic forms, it challenges conventional perceptions and invites a reexamination of how culture, history,
and creativity converge in motion.

The Evolution of African Art Beyond Static Forms

Traditionally, African art has been characterized by its rich symbolism, craftsmanship, and spiritual
significance, often manifested in sculptures, masks, textiles, and ritual objects. However, the concept of
African art in motion highlights the fluidity and adaptability of these cultural expressions as artists
incorporate movement, performance, and technology into their work.



This shift can be traced back to indigenous practices where dance, music, and storytelling were integral to
cultural ceremonies and social functions. The kinetic aspect of these performances was essential in
conveying identity, history, and communal values. Today, contemporary African artists build upon these
foundations, blending ancestral motifs with modern techniques to create art that is both rooted and
revolutionary.

Performance Arts: Dance and Theater as Living Art Forms

African dance and theater are among the most prominent examples of art in motion. Across the continent,
dance is not merely an artistic endeavor but an essential mode of communication and social cohesion. Each
movement, rhythm, and gesture carries layers of meaning, from marking rites of passage to expressing
political dissent.

Modern African theater continues this tradition by integrating choreography, narrative, and visual
aesthetics. Companies such as South Africa’s "Jazzart Dance Theatre" or Nigeria’s "Terra Kulture" exemplify
how performance arts serve as platforms for exploring contemporary themes like migration, identity, and
globalization. These institutions highlight the potential of African art in motion to engage audiences
actively, fostering an immersive cultural experience.

The Intersection of Technology and Traditional African Art

In recent years, digital media and technology have transformed how African art is created and
experienced. Motion capture, video installations, and augmented reality introduce new dimensions to
traditional art forms. Artists use these tools to animate masks or sculptures, thereby breathing life into
objects that were once static.

For example, Nigerian digital artist Adeola Olagunju employs augmented reality to overlay moving
patterns onto tribal artifacts, creating interactive experiences that bridge the past and future. This fusion
resonates with younger audiences and global art markets, demonstrating the expansive potential of African
art in motion.

Key Features and Implications of African Art in Motion

Understanding African art in motion necessitates examining its defining characteristics and broader cultural
implications. Several features distinguish this dynamic art form:

Integration of multiple disciplines: Combining visual arts, dance, music, and technology.



Community engagement: Often participatory, involving collective creation or audience interaction.

Symbolic storytelling: Movement and performance convey narratives that are culturally and
historically rich.

Innovation rooted in tradition: Balancing ancestral motifs with contemporary artistic practices.

These attributes contribute to a complex dialogue about identity, heritage, and modernity. African art in
motion challenges the static categorization of art objects, foregrounding temporality and change as essential
components. This perspective aligns with global art trends favoring experiential and interdisciplinary
works.

Comparative Insights: African Art in Motion Versus Static Art Forms

While traditional African sculptures and textiles are celebrated for their craftsmanship and symbolic depth,
dynamic art forms introduce new layers of engagement. Static art invites contemplation and interpretation,
whereas art in motion often demands physical or emotional participation.

Consider the Yoruba Egungun masquerades, which combine elaborate costumes with vigorous dance to
embody ancestral spirits. Unlike a mask displayed in a museum, the masquerade’s power lies in its
movement, performance context, and communal resonance. This collective experience cannot be fully
captured through static representations.

Moreover, the commercial and curatorial implications differ significantly. Exhibiting African art in motion
requires adaptable spaces, technical support, and innovative presentation methods to preserve authenticity
and impact. This necessity encourages museums and galleries to rethink their approaches, fostering more
inclusive and dynamic cultural programming.

The Role of African Art in Motion in Contemporary Global Art Markets

The global art market has increasingly recognized the value of African art in motion, reflecting growing
interest in performance art and multimedia installations. High-profile exhibitions, such as those at the Tate
Modern or the Venice Biennale, have featured African artists who incorporate movement and technology,
elevating the continent’s artistic profile.

However, challenges remain regarding representation, authorship, and cultural appropriation. The
commercialization of African art in motion must be navigated carefully to ensure that artists retain control
over their narratives and that cultural contexts are respected.



Investments in art education, infrastructure, and international collaborations are pivotal for sustaining this
momentum. Platforms like the Dak’Art Biennale celebrate innovative African expressions, encouraging
dialogue between tradition and innovation while positioning African art in motion at the forefront of
contemporary creativity.

Emerging Trends and Future Directions

Looking ahead, African art in motion is poised to expand through several promising trends:

Virtual and augmented reality experiences: Increasingly sophisticated digital tools will enable1.
immersive storytelling rooted in African heritage.

Cross-cultural collaborations: Partnerships between African and global artists will foster hybrid forms2.
that emphasize movement and interactivity.

Environmental and social themes: Motion-based art will continue to address urgent issues such as3.
climate change, urbanization, and social justice.

Educational integration: Programs that incorporate dance, theater, and digital arts into curricula will4.
nurture the next generation of practitioners.

These developments underscore the adaptability and resilience of African artistic practices. They also
highlight how motion—literal and metaphorical—serves as a conduit for cultural dialogue and innovation.

African art in motion, therefore, represents more than a stylistic category; it is a lens through which to
understand the continent’s dynamic cultural evolution. As artists continue to explore new mediums and
audiences embrace experiential forms, this vibrant sector of African creativity will undoubtedly shape the
broader narratives of global art in the years to come.
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  african art in motion: African Art in Motion Robert Farris Thompson, 1979-01-01
  african art in motion: African Art in Motion Robert Farris Thompson, 2023-12-22 This
captivating book offers an in-depth exploration of the profound relationship between dance, art, and
objects in African culture, focusing on the ways in which movement breathes life into static forms. In
many parts of Africa, dance extends beyond the human body, uniting with everyday objects such as
spinning tops and cutlasses, transforming them into vibrant, autonomous works of art. The Tiv
people of Nigeria exemplify this philosophy, where the motion of a spinning top or a twirling blade is
imbued with the same artistic essence as human dance. This broader conception of dance highlights
a fundamental principle in African art—the fusion of movement, form, and life. Motion, in this
context, is not just a performance but a bridge to sacred realms, where the aliveness of an image or
object is essential for it to function as a work of art. The book further delves into the unity of African
art forms, where sculpture, dance, music, and visual objects are all intertwined, creating a holistic
aesthetic experience. Famous examples, such as the Basinjom mask of Cameroon, illustrate how art
maintains its vitality even in stillness, requiring ceremonial practices to anchor its powerful
presence. The author explores how these performances and objects combine, not only to enhance
the visual brilliance of the art but also to create metaphors for ethical and spiritual existence. This
seamless integration of the arts provides a rich framework for understanding the icons of African
culture—attitudes of the body like standing, sitting, and balancing, which transcend time, evoking
themes of stability, flexibility, and balance. Through this lens, the book offers a journey into the
timeless, poetic world of African danced art, where physical movement and artistic expression unite
to reveal deeper truths about life and spirit. This title is part of UC Press's Voices Revived program,
which commemorates University of California Press's mission to seek out and cultivate the brightest
minds and give them voice, reach, and impact. Drawing on a backlist dating to 1893, Voices Revived
makes high-quality, peer-reviewed scholarship accessible once again using print-on-demand
technology. This title was originally published in 1974.
  african art in motion: African Art in Motion Robert Farris Thompson, 1974
  african art in motion: African Art in Motion Robert Farris Thompson, 1974
  african art in motion: African art in motion Robert Farris THOMPSON, 1979
  african art in motion: The Art Museum as Educator Barbara Y. Newsom, Adele Z. Silver,
2023-12-22 Art Museum Educator: A Collection of Studies as Guides to Practice and Policy is an
essential resource for professionals and enthusiasts alike, offering a comprehensive exploration of
museum education with a special focus on visual arts and art museums. Edited by Barbara Y.
Newsom and Adele Z. Silver, this volume compiles reports and case studies that reveal the
complexities and potential of educational programs within museum settings. While primarily
concerned with art museums, the insights shared here are applicable across all types of museums,
making it a valuable guide for those invested in improving museum education globally. This book
stems from the work of the Council on Museums and Education in the Visual Arts, a group formed
with the goal of understanding and enhancing museum education practices. With contributions from
educators and experts across the country, the studies provide both a critical assessment of past
successes and failures and a framework for future innovations in the field. By delving into the
real-world challenges museum educators face and offering practical guidance, Art Museum Educator
seeks to elevate the discourse, inspire new approaches, and help museums better serve their diverse
audiences. This collection stands as a crucial reference for museum professionals looking to refine
their educational strategies and for policymakers seeking to understand the vital role museums play
in lifelong learning. This title is part of UC Press's Voices Revived program, which commemorates
University of California Press's mission to seek out and cultivate the brightest minds and give them
voice, reach, and impact. Drawing on a backlist dating to 1893, Voices Revived makes high-quality,
peer-reviewed scholarship accessible once again using print-on-demand technology. This title was
originally published in 1985.
  african art in motion: AFRICAN ART IN MOTION, ICON AND ACT. Robert Farris
Thompson, 1974



  african art in motion: African Art in Motion : Icon and Art R. F. Thompson, 1974
  african art in motion: African Dance Kariamu Welsh-Asante, 1996 A collection of essays by
distinguished writers, critics and artists which addresses the discipline of African dance both on the
continent and in the wider Diaspora. Includes a contribution from the distinguished Jamaican
choreographer Sir Rex Nettleford.
  african art in motion: What Is African Art? Peter Probst, 2022-12-06 A history of the evolving
field of African art. This book examines the invention and development of African art as an art
historical category. It starts with a simple question: What do we mean when we talk about African
art? By confronting the historically shifting answers to this question, Peter Probst identifies “African
art” as a conceptual vessel that manifests wider societal transformations. What Is African Art?
covers three key stages in the field’s history. Starting with the late nineteenth through the
mid-twentieth centuries, the book first discusses the colonial formation of the field by focusing on
the role of museums, collectors, and photography in disseminating visual cultures as relations of
power. It then explores the remaking of the field at the dawn of African independence with the shift
toward contemporary art and the rise of Black Atlantic studies in the 1970s and 1980s. Finally, it
examines the post- and decolonial reconfiguration of the field driven by questions of representation,
repair, and restitution.
  african art in motion: Song and Circumstance Sytze Steenstra, 2010-03-30 For over three
decades now, David Byrne has been a leading light in American culture - in popular music,
experimental theatre, film, television, fine art, and writing. Based on the cultural capital he gained
with his groundbreaking band Talking Heads, Byrne is able to enter into collaborations with many
artists, some of popular fame -Brian Eno and Jonathan Demme, for example - and others known best
in more specialized circles - such as Joseph Kosuth, Twyla Tharp, and Caetano Veloso. The map of
Byrne's collaborations, including the casual and incidental ones, reveals an ongoing effort to
combine avant-gardism with popular appeal. This highly original and illustrated account of David
Byrne's career is structured by choosing a specific abstract approach, or a combination of two
approaches, for each chapter, discussing the parallels and contradictions between such approaches
to benefit the interpretation of Byrne's art. As a result, the fertile conceptual brew that characterizes
Byrne's way of making art is present from the beginning, while each chapter adds to thorough
insight and developing perspective.
  african art in motion: Die Kunst Afrikas Kerstin Pinther, 2022-10-13 Dieser Band bietet einen
prägnanten Überblick über die historischen Kunstentwicklungen Afrikas, die ästhetischen
Konventionen, künstlerischen Praktiken und Genres. Konzise und anschaulich informiert Kerstin
Pinther über Künstlerinnen und Künstler, Werkstätten, Objektgebrauch, Aufführungspraxis sowie
die Bedeutung der Künste im höfischen Kontext.
  african art in motion: African Art Reframed Bennetta Jules-Rosette, J.R. Osborn, 2020-06-22
Once seen as a collection of artifacts and ritual objects, African art now commands respect from
museums and collectors. Bennetta Jules-Rosette and J.R. Osborn explore the reframing of African art
through case studies of museums and galleries in the United States, Europe, and Africa. The authors
take a three-pronged approach. Part One ranges from curiosity cabinets to virtual websites to offer a
history of ethnographic and art museums and look at their organization and methods of reaching out
to the public. In the second part, the authors examine museums as ecosystems and communities
within communities, and they use semiotic methods to analyze images, signs, and symbols drawn
from the experiences of curators and artists. The third part introduces innovative strategies for
displaying, disseminating, and reclaiming African art. The authors also propose how to reinterpret
the art inside and outside the museum and show ways of remixing the results. Drawing on extensive
conversations with curators, collectors, and artists, African Art Reframed is an essential guide to
building new exchanges and connections in the dynamic worlds of African and global art.
  african art in motion: Constructing African Art Histories for the Lagoons of C?d'Ivoire Monica
Blackmun Visonà, 2017-07-05 Constructing African Art Histories for the Lagoons of C?d'Ivoire is an
investigation of the methods employed by art historians who study creative production in Africa.



While providing insights into the rich visual arts of the Lagoon Peoples of southeastern C?d'Ivoire,
this study is one of the few attempts by an Africanist to situate local and regional artistic practices in
the context of the global art market, and to trace the varied receptions an African art work is given
as it leaves a local context and enters an international one. Drawing on her three seasons of
fieldwork among Akan populations in C?d'Ivoire, Monica Blackmun Vison?rovides a comprehensive
account of a major art-producing region of Africa, and explores such topics as gender roles in
performance, the role of sculpture in divination, and the interchange of arts and ideas across ethnic
boundaries. The book also addresses issues inherent in research practices, such as connoisseurship
and participant observation, and examines theoretical positions that have had an impact on the
discipline of African art history.
  african art in motion: Art and Oracle Alisa LaGamma, Metropolitan Museum of Art (New York,
N.Y.), 2000 Twenty-eight African cultures are represented here by artifacts created to communicate
with ancestors, spirits, and gods, about such issues as health, conception, and determination of guilt
or innocence. Issued in conjunction with an April-July 2000 exhibit at The Metropolitan Museum of
Art, NY, this catalog contains extensive ethnographic, descriptive, and interpretive text in
connection with each of 50 pictured pieces, as well as a 13-page essay about divination in
Sub-Saharan Africa (by John Pemberton III) and an introductory essay by LaGamma. Annotation
copyrighted by Book News, Inc., Portland, OR
  african art in motion: Black Theatre Paul Carter Harrison, Victor Leo Walker (II.), Gus
Edwards, 2002-11-08 Generating a new understanding of the past—as well as a vision for the
future—this path-breaking volume contains essays written by playwrights, scholars, and critics that
analyze African American theatre as it is practiced today.Even as they acknowledge that Black
experience is not monolithic, these contributors argue provocatively and persuasively for a Black
consciousness that creates a culturally specific theatre. This theatre, rooted in an African mythos,
offers ritual rather than realism; it transcends the specifics of social relations, reaching toward
revelation. The ritual performance that is intrinsic to Black theatre renews the community; in Paul
Carter Harrison's words, it reveals the Form of Things Unknown in a way that binds, cleanses, and
heals.
  african art in motion: Art and Religion in Africa Rosalind Hackett, 1998-10-01 Africa's
religious and artistic traditions constitute a primary example of its intellectual and cultural vitality.
Artistic works play a vital role - especially where oral traditions dominate - in communicating ideas
about the relationship between the human, spiritual and natural worlds. This work is a comparative
study of Africa's visual and performing arts, concentrating on their geographical, material and
gendered diversity, and focusing on the relation of these arts to African religion. The author
combines ethnographic and art-historical methodology but does not assume any prior knowledge of
African art or African religion. The text seeks a greater understanding of the philosophical and
religious aspects of African art, thus challenging western perceptions of what is important in terms
of artistic representation. This approach reveals the transformative capacities and
multi-dimensionality of African art. The work also highlights the changes brought about by
Christianity, Islam and the newer religious movements in post-colonial Africa.
  african art in motion: The Performance Arts in Africa Frances Harding, 2013-12-16 The
Performance Arts in Africa is the first anthology of key writings on African performance from many
parts of the continent. As well as play texts, off the cuff comedy routines and masquerades, this
exciting collection encompasses community-based drama, tourist presentations, television soap
operas, puppet theatre, dance, song, and ceremonial ritualised performances. Themes discussed are:
* theory * performers and performing * voice, language and words * spectators, space and time. The
book also includes an introduction which examines some of the crucial debates, past and present,
surrounding African performance. The Performance Arts of Africa is an essential introduction for
those new to the field and is an invaluable reference source for those already familiar with African
performance.
  african art in motion: Africa Phyllis M. Martin, Patrick O'Meara, 1995 Since the publication of



the first edition of this book in 1977, Africa has established itself as the most popular introductory
text for African studies courses in North America. This third edition has been completely revised and
brought up to date since the 1986 edition, reflecting changes in African society and politics, and in
the scholarship available on this vast and complex continent. Contents I. Introduction 1. Africa:
Problems and Perspectives. Phyllis M. Martin and Patrick O'Meara 2. The Contemporary Map of
Africa. Michael L. McNulty II. The African Past 3. Prehistoric Africa. Kathy D. Schick 4. Aspects of
Early African History. John Lamphear and Toyin Falola 5. Islam and African Societies. John H.
Hanson 6. Africa and Europe before 1900. Curtis A. Keim 7. The Colonial Era. Sheldon Gellar 8.
Decolonization, Independence, and the Failure of Politics. Edmond J. Keller III. Society and Culture
9. Social Organization in Africa. John C. McCall 10. Economic Life in African Villages and Towns.
Mahir Saul 11. African Systems of Thought. Ivan Karp 12. African Art. Patrick McNaughton and
Diane Pelrine 13. African Music Performed. Ruth M. Stone 14. Popular Culture in Urban Africa. Dele
Jegede 15. African Literature. Eileen Julien 16. Social Change in Contemporary Africa. Claire
Robertson 17. Law and Society in Contemporary Africa. Takyiwaa Manuh IV. Economics and Politics
18. African Politics since Independence. N. Brian Winchester 19. Economic Change in Contemporary
Africa. Sara Berry 20. The African Development Crisis. Richard Stryker and Stephen N. Ndegwa 21.
South Africa. C. R. D. Halisi and Patrick O'Meara Africana Resources for Undergraduates: A
Bibliographic Essay. Nancy J. Schmidt
  african art in motion: Art Without Borders Ben-Ami Scharfstein, 2009-08-01 People all over
the world make art and take pleasure in it, and they have done so for millennia. But acknowledging
that art is a universal part of human experience leads us to some big questions: Why does it exist?
Why do we enjoy it? And how do the world’s different art traditions relate to art and to each other?
Art Without Borders is an extraordinary exploration of those questions, a profound and personal
meditation on the human hunger for art and a dazzling synthesis of the whole range of inquiry into
its significance. Esteemed thinker Ben-Ami Scharfstein’s encyclopedic erudition is here brought to
bear on the full breadth of the world of art. He draws on neuroscience and psychology to understand
the way we both perceive and conceive of art, including its resistance to verbal exposition. Through
examples of work by Indian, Chinese, European, African, and Australianartists, Art Without Borders
probes the distinction between accepting a tradition and defying it through innovation, which leads
to a consideration of the notion of artistic genius. Continuing in this comparative vein, Scharfstein
examines the mutual influence of European and non-European artists. Then, through a
comprehensive evaluation of the world’s major art cultures, he shows how all of these individual
traditions are gradually, but haltingly, conjoining into a single current of universal art. Finally, he
concludes by looking at the ways empathy and intuition can allow members of one culture to
appreciate the art of another. Lucid, learned, and incomparably rich in thought and detail, Art
Without Borders is a monumental accomplishment, on par with the artistic achievements Scharfstein
writes about so lovingly in its pages.
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