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Star Wars Toy Guide Kenner: A Nostalgic Journey Through the Galaxy's Most Iconic
Collectibles

star wars toy guide kenner is the perfect phrase to start any discussion about one of the
most beloved and collectible lines in the toy industry. For decades, Kenner’s Star Wars
action figures and playsets have captured the imaginations of fans young and old, turning
simple toys into cultural icons. Whether you’re a seasoned collector or just starting to
explore the universe of Star Wars memorabilia, understanding the history, rarity, and
value of Kenner Star Wars toys is essential.

The Legacy of Kenner and Star Wars Toys

When Star Wars first exploded onto the scene in 1977, Kenner Products didn’t initially
have the licensing rights to produce toys. By the time they secured the deal, the holiday
season was fast approaching, and Kenner famously released “Early Bird Certificates” to
pre-sell toys that wouldn’t ship until 1978. This clever marketing move set the stage for a
toy line that would become legendary.

Kenner’s Star Wars figures were groundbreaking for their time. At 3.75 inches tall, they
were the perfect size for children to reenact their favorite scenes from the movies. The
figures had a standard five points of articulation, which was revolutionary for mass-
produced action figures in the late 1970s. This size and articulation became the industry
standard and influenced countless toy lines that followed.

Why Kenner Star Wars Toys Remain So Popular

The appeal of Kenner Star Wars toys lies not just in their nostalgia but in the quality and
creativity behind each release. The figures were meticulously designed to resemble the
characters from the films, from Luke Skywalker to Darth Vader, and the toy line expanded
with new movies and television shows. Additionally, the playsets and vehicles, such as the
Millennium Falcon and the Death Star, added layers of immersive play.

Collectors cherish these toys because they represent a tangible connection to the original
Star Wars saga. Many of the figures were produced in limited quantities or have unique
variants and packaging, making them highly sought-after. The community around Kenner
Star Wars collecting is vibrant, with enthusiasts sharing tips, trading figures, and
preserving the legacy.

Essential Elements of a Star Wars Toy Guide



Kenner

If you're diving into the world of Kenner Star Wars collecting, having a comprehensive toy
guide is invaluable. Here are some critical elements that any good Star Wars toy guide
Kenner should include:

1. Detailed Figure Listings

A thorough guide lists every figure released, including the original trilogy, The Empire
Strikes Back, and Return of the Jedi lines. Details such as the character name, release
year, packaging type, and any known variants help collectors identify and authenticate
their items.

2. Packaging Variants and Card Backs

Packaging plays a huge role in the value and desirability of Kenner Star Wars toys. The
card backs changed with each movie release, featuring different artwork and logos. Some
rare variants include misprints or unique stickers. Understanding these distinctions is
crucial when evaluating a figure’s worth.

3. Vehicle and Playset Information

Kenner didn’t just produce figures; they created a whole universe of vehicles and playsets
that are equally collectible. Guides should cover everything from the iconic AT-AT Walker
to the Ewok Village playset, detailing their features, variations, and rarity.

4. Tips for Identifying Authenticity

Counterfeit and reproduction Star Wars toys have become more common, especially as
values rise. A reliable toy guide provides tips on spotting fakes, such as examining the
plastic quality, paint applications, and markings on the figure’s feet or back.

Understanding the Most Sought-After Kenner
Star Wars Toys

Not all Kenner Star Wars toys are created equal. Some figures command astonishing
prices due to rarity, condition, and historical significance. Here’s a look at a few must-
know collectibles for enthusiasts.



The Original 12 Figures

The initial release of 12 figures in 1978 includes Luke Skywalker, Princess Leia, Darth
Vader, and others. Mint-condition figures with original packaging, especially the “Double
Telescoping Lightsaber” Luke, are prized finds.

The Boba Fett Prototype

One of the rarest and most valuable Kenner Star Wars figures is the Boba Fett rocket-
firing prototype. This figure was never mass-produced due to safety concerns but remains
a legend in the collecting world. Owning one is akin to possessing a piece of toy history.

Variants and Error Figures

Many figures have subtle variations that make them unique. For example, differences in
paint, accessory types, or card back printings can turn an ordinary figure into a collector’s
gem. Examples include the “Blue Snaggletooth” or the “Yak Face” with different colored
accessories.

How to Care for and Preserve Your Kenner Star
Wars Collection

Maintaining the condition of your Star Wars toys is vital for preserving their value and
sentimental worth. Here are some practical tips to keep your collection in top shape:

e Store Properly: Keep figures away from direct sunlight to prevent fading. Use acid-
free boxes or display cases to avoid damage.

e Handle with Care: Wear gloves when handling rare or mint-condition figures to
prevent oils from your skin from deteriorating the paint.

e Maintain Packaging: If you have figures still sealed, avoid bending or crushing the
card backs. Consider using protective sleeves or hard cases.

e Control Environment: Avoid extreme temperatures and humidity, which can warp
plastic or cause corrosion on metal parts.



The Role of Online Communities and Resources

The rise of the internet has transformed how Star Wars fans interact and collect. Online
forums, auction sites, and social media groups have become invaluable resources for
sharing knowledge and finding rare Kenner toys. Websites dedicated to toy guides provide
detailed databases and pricing trends that help collectors make informed decisions.

Joining collector communities also offers opportunities to attend conventions, swap
figures, and gain firsthand insights from experienced enthusiasts. Whether you’re hunting
for a missing piece or looking to authenticate a find, these connections can be invaluable.

Popular Platforms for Kenner Star Wars Collectors

e eBay: The go-to marketplace for buying and selling vintage Star Wars toys.

¢ Rebelscum: A dedicated forum with extensive resources and discussion about
Kenner toys.

e Facebook Groups: Numerous collector groups where members share photos,
advice, and trade items.

e Instagram: Many collectors showcase their collections and rare finds, providing
inspiration and tips.

Exploring these platforms regularly can keep you updated on market trends and help you
network with fellow collectors.

Why a Star Wars Toy Guide Kenner Is More Than
Just a List

At its heart, a Star Wars toy guide Kenner is a bridge connecting generations. It’s about
preserving memories of childhood adventures and celebrating the artistry and
craftsmanship behind these iconic figures. Each toy tells a story — of the character it
represents, the era it was produced in, and the fans who cherish them.

For newcomers, the guide offers a structured way to navigate the vast and sometimes
overwhelming world of Star Wars collectibles. For veterans, it’s a reminder of the
enduring magic that Kenner toys brought into homes worldwide.

In the end, whether you’'re admiring a pristine Darth Vader figure or marveling at the
intricate design of a vintage X-Wing, the journey through Kenner’s Star Wars toy universe
is a thrilling adventure that continues to inspire.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Kenner Star Wars toy line?

The Kenner Star Wars toy line is a series of action figures and playsets produced by the
Kenner company starting in 1978, based on the original Star Wars trilogy. It is highly
collectible and known for its iconic designs.

Why are Kenner Star Wars toys so valuable?

Kenner Star Wars toys are valuable due to their vintage status, limited production runs,
and nostalgic appeal. Many figures from the original line are rare and sought after by
collectors, especially if they are in mint condition with original packaging.

What are some of the most popular Kenner Star Wars
figures?

Some of the most popular Kenner Star Wars figures include Luke Skywalker, Darth Vader,
Boba Fett, Han Solo, and the rare Boba Fett prototype. These figures are iconic and often
command high prices in the collector market.

How can I identify authentic Kenner Star Wars toys?

Authentic Kenner Star Wars toys typically have the Kenner logo on the packaging and
figures, were produced between 1978 and the mid-1980s, and have consistent mold and
paint details. Checking for original packaging and consulting collector guides can also
help verify authenticity.

Where can I find a comprehensive guide to Kenner Star
Wars toys?

Comprehensive guides to Kenner Star Wars toys can be found in collector books,
dedicated websites like StarWars.com or toy collecting forums, and auction sites such as
eBay. These resources provide detailed information on figure variants, pricing, and
history.

Additional Resources

Star Wars Toy Guide Kenner: A Definitive Exploration of the Iconic Collectibles

star wars toy guide kenner serves as an essential starting point for collectors,
enthusiasts, and historians interested in the foundational era of Star Wars merchandise.
Kenner Products, the toy company behind the original Star Wars action figures and
playsets, revolutionized the toy industry in the late 1970s and early 1980s. This article
delves into the significance of Kenner’s Star Wars toys, analyzing their history, production
nuances, and lasting impact on pop culture and collector markets.



The Origins of Kenner’s Star Wars Toy Line

In 1977, following the massive success of the first Star Wars film, Kenner faced an
unprecedented surge in demand for action figures. However, the company initially
underestimated the market potential, resulting in a famous “Kenner’s Empty Box”
situation where consumers received an empty box with a voucher due to production
delays. Despite this rocky start, Kenner quickly capitalized on the Star Wars craze,
producing a wide array of action figures, vehicles, and playsets that would become staples
in toy collections worldwide.

Kenner’s Star Wars toy line was notable for its innovative approach to action figures,
standardizing the 3.75-inch scale that balanced detail and playability. This size allowed for
extensive playsets and vehicles, such as the Millennium Falcon and the Death Star playset,
creating immersive worlds for children and collectors alike.

Key Features of Kenner Star Wars Toys

A critical aspect of Kenner’s success lay in its attention to detail and character accuracy,
which was instrumental in engaging fans of the original trilogy. Features that
distinguished Kenner Star Wars toys include:

e Scale and Articulation: The 3.75-inch scale was revolutionary, with multiple points
of articulation that allowed for dynamic posing and realistic play scenarios.

e Character Variety: Kenner produced a broad roster of figures representing heroes,
villains, and supporting characters, from Luke Skywalker to obscure figures like
Hammerhead and Yak Face.

e Packaging and Cardbacks: The packaging varied over the years, with early “12-
back” cards becoming highly collectible due to their rarity and nostalgic value.

e Vehicles and Playsets: Iconic vehicles such as the X-wing, TIE Fighter, and AT-AT
Walker were meticulously crafted to complement the action figures, enhancing play
value.

Collectibility and Market Trends

Kenner Star Wars toys have evolved from children’s playthings into prized collector’s
items, commanding significant attention in secondary markets. Several factors influence
the value and desirability of these collectibles:



Condition and Packaging

Original packaging is a critical determinant of value. Figures in mint condition with intact
packaging, especially carded figures from the initial runs, can reach thousands of dollars
at auction. Conversely, loose figures or those with damaged packaging generally command
lower prices, though rare variants can still attract premium offers.

Variants and Errors

Kenner’s production spanned several years, leading to multiple figure variants and
manufacturing errors that intrigue collectors. Examples include differences in paint
applications, cardback variations (such as “15-back,” “20-back,” and “21-back” cards), and
rare prototypes. These variants add layers of complexity and desirability, making the
Kenner Star Wars toy line a rich field for detailed collecting.

Comparative Analysis with Modern Star Wars Toys

While Kenner set the standard, modern Star Wars toys have diversified in scale, detail,
and technology, including electronic features and advanced articulation. However,
Kenner’s line remains unique in its vintage charm and nostalgic value. Contemporary
collectibles often emphasize hyper-realism and multimedia integration, but few match the
cultural impact and pioneering status of Kenner’s original figures.

Iconic Kenner Star Wars Toys Worth Highlighting

Certain toys within the Kenner series have achieved legendary status, either due to their
popularity, rarity, or iconic design.

Luke Skywalker Action Figure

The original Luke Skywalker figure, released in 1978, is often considered the cornerstone
of the entire collection. Its simple yet effective design captures the hero’s essence and
remains a benchmark for Star Wars collectibles.

The Millennium Falcon Playset

More than just an action figure, the Millennium Falcon playset encapsulated the spirit of
imaginative play, allowing fans to reenact scenes from the films with remarkable accuracy.
This piece is a highlight in many collections due to its size, detail, and nostalgic
significance.



R2-D2 and C-3PO Figures

Robotic characters like R2-D2 and C-3PO translated well into toy form, and Kenner’s
versions combined charm with technical detail. Their enduring popularity reflects the
importance of these droids in the Star Wars narrative.

Challenges and Limitations in the Kenner Line

Despite its groundbreaking nature, the Kenner Star Wars toy line had its limitations. Some
figures suffered from limited articulation compared to modern standards, and certain
characters were underrepresented or omitted due to production constraints. Additionally,
the initial scarcity of key figures caused frustration among consumers, reflecting the
challenges of scaling production for an unexpectedly massive demand.

Common Issues Faced by Collectors

e Fading and Wear: Due to age, many figures exhibit paint wear or plastic
discoloration, affecting their value.

e Counterfeits and Reproductions: The high market value has led to the
proliferation of counterfeit figures, making authentication a crucial skill for serious
collectors.

e Storage and Preservation: Maintaining original packaging and preventing damage
over decades requires careful storage solutions.

Why the Kenner Star Wars Toy Guide Remains
Relevant

In an era dominated by digital entertainment and rapid product cycles, the Kenner Star
Wars toy line exemplifies enduring legacy and craftsmanship. Collectors and historians
rely on comprehensive guides to navigate the complex array of figures, variants, and
collectibles. The “star wars toy guide kenner” remains a vital resource, offering detailed
information on production history, identifying features, and market trends.

This guide not only assists in valuation but also preserves the cultural heritage embedded
in these toys. It serves as a bridge connecting generations of fans, from the original Star

Wars audience to new collectors discovering the franchise’s rich merchandising history.

Exploring the Kenner Star Wars toy line reveals more than just plastic figures; it provides



insight into the evolution of fandom, marketing innovation, and the lasting impact of a
cinematic phenomenon. As the Star Wars saga continues to expand, the foundational
Kenner collectibles endure as treasured artifacts of pop culture history.

Star Wars Toy Guide Kenner
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star wars toy guide kenner: Picker's Pocket Guide - Star Wars Toys Mark Bellomo, 2015-11-02
Use The Force! Released in 1977, the movie Star Wars: A New Hope changed pop culture forever.
The accompanying toys became a global phenomenon and are now the most hotly pursued toys in
the galaxy. How hot? A Boba Fett action figure or Cloud City Playset in mint condition can be worth
thousands of dollars to collectors. Learn the secrets of the universe with this hands-on, how-to guide
to picking Star Wars toys. Fun, informative and easy to use, this indispensable pocket guide is more
powerful than a fully operational Death Star. You'll Uncover: ¢ Professional and practical strategies
for finding valuable Star Wars toys ¢ Coverage of action figures, vehicles, accessories, and playsets
Hundreds of detailed and beautiful color images to enhance your experience * How to price and
evaluate Star Wars items Whether for pleasure or profit, the Picker's Pocket Guide is a real find.

star wars toy guide kenner: Warman's Star Wars Field Guide Stuart Wells, 2005-03-10 Star
Wars memorabilia and collecting will be hotter than ever with the newest movie release in May of
2005. Collectors will be wild for Warman's Star Wars Field Guide, with coverage of 300 of the most
popular and rare Star Wars collectibles on the market! This handy, portable guide can easily go with
collectors to flea markets, auctions, conventions and anywhere else their quest for Star Wars
collectibles leads them. Featuring more than 300 full color, detailed photos and illustrations of
action figures, playsets, vehicles and more, with descriptions and today's market values for each,
this guide is perfect for the collector on the go!

star wars toy guide kenner: HowExpert Guide to Toy Collecting HowExpert, Charlotte
Hopkins, 2021-08-22 If you want to discover how to find, buy, collect, and sell collectible toys, then
check out HowExpert Guide to Toy Collecting. Toys are the one item that connects us all. They bring
us back to our childhood and reconnect us to a simpler time in life. Toys carry some of our favorite
memories. Some collectors choose toys that they dreamed of having but never did - until now. Today
is the day to reach out and grab that special toy and build a collection all around it! You will find just
what you need to do all that in HowExpert Guide to Toy Collecting. One of the essential aspects of
collecting toys is to know their history. This book is chock full of historical dates and facts that all
collectors should know, including information on identifying toys and their manufacturer. In
addition, there are resources and tips on how to find collectible toys (both old and new) along with
the safest ways to clean, display, and take care of these toys. Learn where to meet fellow collectors
and the best ways to sell and trade collectible toys, all through the pages of this guide. Check out
HowExpert Guide to Toy Collecting now! About the Expert Charlotte Hopkins is a freelance writer
from Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. She is an author of nine books, including her children’s books,
featuring Pixie Trist and Bo, and her “365 Days” series. She was also published three times in the
Chicken Soup for the Soul series, the Shadows & Light Anthology, and Authors for Haiti. She has
released a line of journals and loghooks under “Kannyn Books.” She is also a collector of several
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items. Her first collection was keychains, and she collects penguins, wooden boxes, miniatures
(including miniature books), journals, and pens. She just started collecting Magic 8 Balls and Pen
Cups. She has a fondness for writing, photography, astrology, history, museums, and everything
purple! HowExpert publishes quick ‘how to’ guides on all topics from A to Z by everyday experts.

star wars toy guide kenner: The Galaxy's Greatest Star Wars Collectibles Price Guide Stuart
W. Wells, III, Stuart W. Wells, 1998 Thousands of items--in 40 categories of collectibles produced
since 1977--their history, and their values are listed in this complete illustrated guide to the Lucas
empire. 500 color photos.

star wars toy guide kenner: Toys and American Culture Sharon M. Scott, 2009-12-09
Tracing developments in toy making and marketing across the evolving landscape of the 20th
century, this encyclopedia is a comprehensive reference guide to America's most popular playthings
and the culture to which they belong. From the origins of favorite playthings to their associations
with events and activities, the study of a nation's toys reveals the hopes, goals, values, and priorities
of its people. Toys have influenced the science, art, and religion of the United States, and have
contributed to the development of business, politics, and medicine. Toys and American Culture: An
Encyclopedia documents America's shifting cultural values as they are embedded within and
transmitted by the nation's favorite playthings. Alphabetically arranged entries trace developments
in toy making and toy marketing across the evolving landscape of 20th-century America. In addition
to discussing the history of America's most influential toys, the book contains specific entries on the
individuals, organizations, companies, and publications that gave shape to America's culture of play
from 1900 to 2000. Toys from the two decades that frame the 20th century are also included, as
bridges to the fascinating past—and the inspiring future—of American toys.

star wars toy guide kenner: A Brief Guide to Star Wars Brian ]. Robb, 2012-09-06 George
Lucas was a rebel, refusing to make films in the style of the dying studio system, relentlessly
pushing the technology of the day, and almost alone in understanding the potential of
merchandising; but he was a rebel who built an empire. From the staggering unexpected success of
the original Star Wars in 1977, when cinema attendances exceeded 20 million for the first time since
1963, through The Empire Strikes Back and Return of the Jedi, then the 'dark times', the 16 years
leading to the blockbusting prequel trilogy - this is the fascinating story of how it all happened.
Life-long Star Wars fan and movie journalist Brian J. Robb edited the official Star Wars magazine for
a decade and visited the sets of Attack of the Clones and Revenge of the Sith in Australia (observing
director George Lucas at work), as well as the famous Skywalker Ranch. He has interviewed many of
the stars and crew of all six Star Wars movies.

star wars toy guide kenner: Star Wars Memorabilia Paul Berry, 2018-03-15 A lavishly
illustrated guide to Star Wars action figures, comic books and all other kinds of memorabilia.

star wars toy guide kenner: Star Wars Year by Year Kristin Baver, Pablo Hidalgo, Daniel
Wallace, Ryder Windham, 2021-09-23 Discover everything you've ever wanted to know about Star
Wars in this complete history of the most famous franchise in movie history. Painstakingly
researched and superbly illustrated, Star WarsTM Year By Year: A Visual History, New Edition
presents a unique Star Wars timeline-the full history of the amazing Star Wars phenomenon as
you've never seen it before. This stunning visual journey features trivia and cultural cornerstones
from director George Lucas' early life through to the iconic movie stills, comic books, novels, toys,
video games, and theme parks that have spawned from five decades of seminal film making. Fully
updated and expanded, this edition encompasses all nine episodes of the original, prequel and
sequel trilogies, along with the standalone movies Rogue One and Solo, and the acclaimed television
series, The Mandalorian. Produced in full collaboration with Lucasfilm and written by renowned Star
Wars experts, Star Wars Year by Year: A Visual History, New Edition is ideal for Star Wars fanatics
and newbies alike. © & TM 2021 Lucasfilm Ltd.

star wars toy guide kenner: An Analytical Guide to Television's Battlestar Galactica John
Kenneth Muir, 2015-09-15 When the space drama Battlestar Galactica debuted on ABC in 1978, it
was expected to be the most popular new program of the year. Instead, it was attacked as a Star



Wars rip-off and canceled after a mere 17 stories. The author acknowledges the show was full of
dramatic cliches and scientific inaccuracies, but despite these shortcomings, Battlestar Galactica
was a dramatically resonant series full of unique and individual characters, such as Commander
Adama (Lorne Greene) and ace warrior Captain Apollo (Richard Hatch). The author contends that
Battlestar Galactica was a memorable attempt to make science fiction accessible to mainstream
television audiences. The brilliant work of artist John Dykstra brought a new world of special effects
to network television. Battlestar Galactica also skillfully exploited legends and names from both the
Bible and ancient mythology, which added a layer of depth and maturity to the weekly drama.

star wars toy guide kenner: The Ultimate Guide to G.I. Joe 1982-1994 Mark Bellomo,
2009-06-02 This guide to the guts-and-glory of G.I. Joe identifies every figure with all its weapons
and gear, every vehicle with all the easy-to-lose pieces and every accessory related to Hasbros
stellar team of soldiers. Use The Ultimate Guide to G.I. Joe to expand your knowledge about Joe and
the team, or Cobra and his cronies, and to identify and assess the value of any of the series 350
action figures and 240 vehicles and accessories.

star wars toy guide kenner: Picker's Pocket Guide - Toys Eric Bradley, 2015-06-15 Welcome to
Toyland! Whether it's a rare three-wheeled motorcycle that sold for $23,000 or an unopened LEGO
set of the Millennium Falcon that can go for as much as $4,500, toy-box treasures are out there
waiting to be found. Discover for yourself what veteran collectors know with this hands-on, how-to
guide to picking toys, the No. 1 collecting category. Learn what seasoned collectors look for and
what they value in this easy-to-follow and indispensable pocket guide. You'll uncover: ¢ The best toys
to hunt for, including action figures, LEGO sets, model trains, space toys, teddy bears, tin toys,
vehicles, oddities, and more * Practical strategies from top buyers and sellers * Where to find hidden
treasures * How to flip toys for profit and fun « Common fakes and reproductions Whether for
pleasure or profit, the Picker's Pocket Guide is a real find.

star wars toy guide kenner: Toy Buying Guide Judy Braiman-Lipson, Deborah Fineblum
Raub, 1988

star wars toy guide kenner: Limiting Outer Space Alexander C.T. Geppert, 2018-04-18
Limiting Outer Space propels the historicization of outer space by focusing on the Post-Apollo
period. After the moon landings, disillusionment set in. Outer space, no longer considered the
inevitable destination of human expansion, lost much of its popular appeal, cultural significance and
political urgency. With the rapid waning of the worldwide Apollo frenzy, the optimism of the Space
Age gave way to an era of space fatigue and planetized limits. Bringing together the history of
European astroculture and American-Soviet spaceflight with scholarship on the 1970s, this
cutting-edge volume examines the reconfiguration of space imaginaries from a multiplicity of
disciplinary perspectives. Rather than invoking oft-repeated narratives of Cold War rivalry and an
escalating Space Race, Limiting Outer Space breaks new ground by exploring a hitherto underrated
and understudied decade, the Post-Apollo period.

star wars toy guide kenner: Ultimate Price Guide to Fast Food Collectibles Elizabeth A.
Stephan, 1999 A guide to fast food collectibles such as action figurines, toys, cars and puzzles, with
prices and information about the fast food chains that distribute them. Includes photos from the
Museum of Science and Industry collection.

star wars toy guide kenner: The She-Ra Collector's Inventory Heather DePonia, 2006 The
She-Ra Collectoras Inventory is a guide to the world of Princess of Power collecting. With detailed
information about all action figures, playsets, Mini Comics, and Fantastic Fashions, this guide is not
only the most complete inventory to date of every She-Ra toy ever made, but is also a visual stroll
down memory lane with hundreds of large, full color pictures of many of the most beloved toys of the
1980s. With easy to read accessory lists and check boxes to help the collector keep track of what
items she already has and which ones she still needs to track down, there is also a price guide
provided to help the savvy collector estimate the value of her collection. Whether you are a devoted
She-Ra fanatic, an eBay seller who wants to know how to price and identify POP items for sale or
just someone looking to remember the toys of their youth, The She-Ra Collectoras Inventory is sure



bring you back to Etheria and the world of She-Ra.

star wars toy guide kenner: Cult Collectors Lincoln Geraghty, 2014-02-24 Cult Collectors
examines cultures of consumption and the fans who collect cult film and TV merchandise. Author
Lincoln Geraghty argues that there has been a change in the fan convention space, where collectible
merchandise and toys, rather than just the fictional text, have become objects for trade, nostalgia,
and a focal point for fans’ personal narratives. New technologies also add to this changing identity of
cult fandom whereby popular websites such as eBay and ThinkGeek become cyber sites of memory
and profit for cult fan communities. The book opens with an analysis of the problematic
representations of fans and fandom in film and television. Stereotypes of the fan and collector as
portrayed in series such as The Big Bang Theory and films like The 40 Year Old Virgin are discussed
alongside changes in consumption practices and the mainstreaming of cult media. Following this,
theoretical chapters consider issues of gender, representation, nostalgia and the influence of social
media. Finally, extended case study chapters examine in detail the connections between the fan
community and the commodities bought and sold. Topics discussed include: The San Diego
Comic-Con and the cult geographies of the fan convention Hollywood memorabilia and collecting
cinema history The Star Wars franchise, merchandising and the adult collector Online stores and the
commercialisation of cult fandom Mattel, Hasbro and nostalgia for animated eighties children’s
television

star wars toy guide kenner: The Official Rinker Price Guide to Collectibles Harry L.
Rinker, 2000-10-10 This fourth edition of the Harry L. Rinker Official Price Guide to Collectibles has
more coverage of collectibles than any other book on the market. Here you'll find furniture,
decorative accessories, and giftware along with the traditional character and personality items,
ceramic, glass, and toys. Each category includes a brief history, collecting tips, reference books,
periodicals, collector clubs, and vital information on reproductions. It's a complete document of the
20th-century American lifestyle.

star wars toy guide kenner: Miller's Collectables Handbook & Price Guide Judith Miller,
2018-06-07 Miller's Collectables Handbook & Price Guide 2019-2020 is the up-to-date guide to the
collectables market no dealer, collector or auctioneer should be without. Featuring more than 4,000
objects in full colour, each with a detailed description and current price range, the book also offers
what those in the know look for - how to spot that rare example that may be worth twenty times
more than another piece. Meanwhile, in-depth Closer Look features explain what to look for when
appraising everything from 20th century glass to costume jewellery. Every image is changed for
every edition to keep the book up-to-date with collecting and buying trends. Miller's Collectables
Handbook & Price Guide 2019-2020 is the only full-colour, fully-illustrated collectables price guide
in the world. Comprehensive sections cover advertising, books, ceramics, glass, metalware, pens and
writing equipment, plastics and Bakelite, posters, rock and pop, sporting memorabilia, teddy bears,
toys and games and vintage fashion. In-depth features explain why one piece is worth more than
another, show how to value an item and teach you to be your own expert - this book is the essential
eBay companion! Biographies of designers and factories give the background information you need
to help date and value objects.
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