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Political Science Research and Methods: Exploring the Foundations of Political Inquiry

political science research and methods form the backbone of how scholars, analysts,
and policymakers understand the complex world of politics. Whether it’s examining voting
behavior, the impact of public policies, or the dynamics of international relations, the tools
and techniques used in political science research allow us to uncover patterns, test
theories, and deepen our comprehension of political phenomena. In this article, we’ll dive
into the essentials of political science research and methods, exploring the various
approaches, methodologies, and analytical tools that make this field both rigorous and
fascinating.

Understanding Political Science Research and
Methods

Political science is a social science discipline that studies systems of governance, political
activities, political thoughts, and behavior. The research conducted within this field aims
to explain how political power is distributed and exercised, how policies are formed, and
why political actors behave the way they do. To achieve this, political scientists rely on a
diverse set of research methods that can be broadly categorized into qualitative and
quantitative approaches.

Qualitative Methods in Political Science

Qualitative research methods are essential for gaining in-depth insights into political
behavior, institutions, and ideas. These methods focus on exploring the “how” and “why”
questions, often through detailed contextual analysis rather than numerical data.

e Case Studies: This method involves an intensive examination of a single case or a
small number of cases. It is useful for understanding complex political events, such
as revolutions, policy decisions, or diplomatic negotiations.

e Interviews and Focus Groups: Political scientists conduct interviews with
politicians, activists, or citizens to gather firsthand perspectives. Focus groups allow
researchers to capture group dynamics and public opinion nuances.

e Content Analysis: This technique analyzes texts, speeches, media, and official
documents to identify themes, rhetoric, and framing strategies. It helps decode
political messaging and ideology.

e Ethnography: Some researchers immerse themselves within political communities
or movements to observe behaviors and interactions over time, providing rich,
qualitative data.



Qualitative methods are particularly valuable when the researcher aims to explore new
theories or understand political phenomena in their natural context. They help uncover
motivations, beliefs, and decision-making processes that numbers alone can’t explain.

Quantitative Methods in Political Science

On the other hand, quantitative methods focus on measuring political variables and testing
hypotheses through statistical analysis. This approach is grounded in numerical data and
aims for generalizability and precision.

e Surveys and Polls: Surveys are a common tool to collect data on public opinion,
voting intentions, and attitudes toward political issues. Proper survey design is
critical to avoid bias and ensure representative samples.

e Statistical Analysis: Using software like SPSS, Stata, or R, political scientists
analyze correlations, regressions, and other statistical models to test relationships
between variables, such as income and voting patterns.

 Experimental Methods: Increasingly popular in political science, experiments —
including field experiments — help establish causal relationships by manipulating
variables and observing outcomes.

e Big Data and Computational Models: The rise of digital data sources, such as
social media, has enabled political scientists to analyze large datasets for trends,
sentiment analysis, and network dynamics.

Quantitative research methods bring objectivity and replicability to political science,
allowing scholars to confirm or refute theories based on empirical evidence.

Key Concepts and Techniques in Political Science
Research

To effectively engage with political science research and methods, it’s important to
understand some foundational concepts and techniques that guide the inquiry process.

Hypothesis Formation and Theory Testing

At the heart of political science research is the formulation of hypotheses — testable
statements about relationships between variables. For example, a researcher might
hypothesize that higher education levels increase political participation. Political scientists
then use empirical data to test these hypotheses, refining or rejecting theories based on



the results.

Sampling and Data Collection

Accurate data collection is crucial. When studying populations, researchers use sampling
techniques to select representative subsets. Common methods include random sampling,
stratified sampling, and cluster sampling. Proper sampling ensures that findings are
generalizable and not skewed by bias.

Operationalization of Variables

Operationalization refers to the process of defining how abstract concepts, like “political
trust” or “democratic stability,” are measured in practical terms. This step is critical
because it translates theoretical ideas into measurable indicators, such as survey
questions or behavioral metrics.

Ethical Considerations

Political science research often deals with sensitive topics and vulnerable populations.
Ethical standards require researchers to ensure confidentiality, obtain informed consent,
and avoid harm. These considerations maintain the integrity of the research and protect
participants.

Applications of Political Science Research and
Methods

The insights gained from political science research are not merely academic; they have
practical implications across various spheres.

Policy Analysis and Development

Governments and organizations use political science methods to evaluate existing policies
and design new ones. Rigorous research helps identify what works, for whom, and under
what conditions, ensuring that policies are effective and equitable.

Electoral Studies and Voting Behavior

Understanding why people vote the way they do is a classic area of political science
research. By analyzing demographic data, campaign effects, and social influences,



researchers provide valuable insights into election outcomes and democratic engagement.

International Relations and Conflict Resolution

In the global arena, political scientists examine the causes of war, diplomacy strategies,
and international cooperation. Research methods allow scholars to test theories about
power dynamics, alliances, and peacebuilding efforts.

Political Communication and Media Studies

The role of media in shaping political opinions and behavior is a growing research area.
Content analysis and survey methods help unpack how information is disseminated and
received, influencing public discourse.

Tips for Conducting Effective Political Science
Research

For students and researchers eager to delve into political science, keeping a few pointers
in mind can enhance the quality of their studies.

1. Define Clear Research Questions: Start with specific, focused questions that
guide the research process and avoid vague or overly broad topics.

2. Choose Methods That Fit Your Goals: Align your research methods with the type
of data and analysis you need — qualitative for depth, quantitative for breadth and
generalizability.

3. Be Mindful of Bias: Recognize your own assumptions and how they might influence
research design, data collection, and interpretation.

4. Use Multiple Methods When Possible: Triangulating data through mixed methods
can provide a more comprehensive understanding of political phenomena.

5. Stay Updated on Methodological Advances: The field is constantly evolving with
new techniques like machine learning and network analysis — exploring these can
enrich your research toolkit.

In sum, political science research and methods are indispensable tools that help us make
sense of the political world around us. By combining rigorous methodologies with
thoughtful inquiry, researchers continue to shed light on the forces shaping societies and
governance today.



Frequently Asked Questions

What are the primary research methods used in political
science?

The primary research methods in political science include qualitative methods such as
case studies, interviews, and ethnography, as well as quantitative methods like surveys,
experiments, and statistical analysis.

How does experimental research contribute to political
science?

Experimental research allows political scientists to establish causal relationships by
manipulating variables in controlled settings, helping to test theories about voter
behavior, policy impacts, and decision-making processes.

What role do surveys play in political science research?

Surveys are crucial for gathering data on public opinion, political attitudes, voting
behavior, and demographic information, enabling researchers to analyze trends and make
generalizations about populations.

How can political scientists ensure validity and
reliability in their research?

They ensure validity by designing studies that accurately measure what they intend to
study, and reliability by using consistent methods and procedures that produce stable and
replicable results.

What is the importance of case studies in political
science?

Case studies provide in-depth analysis of specific political events, institutions, or
phenomena, offering detailed insights and helping to develop or test theories in real-world
contexts.

How has big data influenced political science research
methods?

Big data has expanded the scope of political analysis by enabling researchers to analyze
large-scale datasets from social media, elections, and government records, improving
predictive models and understanding of political behavior.

What ethical considerations are important in political



science research?

Ethical considerations include obtaining informed consent, ensuring confidentiality,
avoiding harm to participants, and maintaining integrity and transparency in data
collection and reporting.

How do mixed methods enhance political science
research?

Mixed methods combine qualitative and quantitative approaches to provide a more
comprehensive understanding of political phenomena, allowing researchers to validate
findings and explore complex issues from multiple perspectives.

Additional Resources
Political Science Research and Methods: An In-Depth Exploration

political science research and methods form the backbone of understanding political
phenomena, governance structures, and policy impacts across varied contexts. As a
multidisciplinary field, political science integrates diverse methodologies to analyze power
dynamics, electoral behaviors, institutional frameworks, and international relations. This
article delves into the core research approaches and techniques employed within political
science, highlighting their significance, challenges, and evolving trends in contemporary
scholarship.

Understanding Political Science Research and
Methods

Political science is inherently empirical and theoretical, requiring rigorous research
methods to generate valid and reliable insights. The discipline broadly categorizes its
approaches into qualitative, quantitative, and mixed methods, each offering unique
advantages depending on the research question and context. Political science research
and methods not only facilitate hypothesis testing but also contribute to theory-building
and policy evaluation, making them essential tools for academics, policymakers, and
analysts alike.

Qualitative Methods in Political Science

Qualitative research methods emphasize depth over breadth, focusing on understanding
the complexity of political phenomena through detailed, contextual analysis. Techniques
such as case studies, ethnographies, interviews, and content analysis allow researchers to
explore motivations, perceptions, and institutional behaviors that quantitative data might
overlook.



For example, case studies often investigate specific political events or institutions to
reveal causal mechanisms and nuanced interactions. Interviews with political actors can
uncover insider perspectives, enriching the interpretive framework of a study. Content
analysis, applied to speeches, media coverage, or policy documents, deciphers underlying
ideologies and frames shaping political discourse.

The strengths of qualitative methods lie in their flexibility and ability to capture rich,
context-specific information. However, critics argue that such approaches may face
challenges in generalizability and researcher bias, necessitating transparent
methodologies and triangulation with other data sources.

Quantitative Methods and Statistical Analysis

On the other hand, quantitative methods in political science focus on numerical data to
identify patterns, correlations, and causal relationships. Surveys, experiments, and
statistical modeling are central to this approach, enabling large-scale analysis of voter
behavior, public opinion, and policy outcomes.

Surveys, often administered nationally or internationally, provide valuable datasets for
examining demographic influences on political participation or ideological shifts.
Experimental designs, including field experiments, have gained traction for testing causal
hypotheses in controlled settings. Regression analysis, time-series analysis, and spatial
statistics are commonly employed to parse complex datasets and predict political trends.

The advantages of quantitative methods include replicability, precision, and the ability to
handle extensive datasets. However, the reliance on numerical data can sometimes
oversimplify multifaceted political realities or miss contextual subtleties, underscoring the
importance of combining methods for comprehensive insights.

Comparative Political Methodologies

An integral aspect of political science research and methods is the comparative approach,
which examines political systems, institutions, and behaviors across countries or regions.
Comparative analysis helps identify universal principles and contextual variations in
governance and policy effectiveness.

Case-Oriented vs. Variable-Oriented Comparison

Comparative research often distinguishes between case-oriented and variable-oriented
strategies. Case-oriented comparison focuses on in-depth exploration of a few cases to
understand particular political phenomena, while variable-oriented comparison involves
analyzing many cases using specific variables to identify patterns and correlations.

This distinction impacts methodological choices. For instance, a case-oriented study might
employ ethnographic methods to understand the political culture of a single country,



whereas variable-oriented research might use cross-national datasets to statistically test
hypotheses about democratization factors.

Benefits and Limitations

Comparative methods enable researchers to draw broader theoretical conclusions and
challenge assumptions rooted in single-country studies. They illuminate how socio-
economic, cultural, or institutional factors shape political outcomes differently across
contexts.

Nevertheless, comparative research faces challenges such as data availability,
measurement equivalence, and the risk of ecological fallacies—assuming that group-level
findings apply to individuals. Addressing these concerns requires methodological rigor and
careful operationalization of variables.

Emerging Trends in Political Science Research

The landscape of political science research and methods is continuously evolving,
influenced by technological advancements and interdisciplinary integration.

Big Data and Computational Methods

With the explosion of digital information, political scientists increasingly utilize big data
analytics and computational techniques. Social media analysis, network mapping, and
machine learning algorithms provide unprecedented opportunities to study political
mobilization, misinformation, and policy diffusion in real-time.

For example, sentiment analysis on Twitter data can gauge public reactions to political
events, while network analysis reveals the structure of political alliances or lobbying
efforts. These methods demand new skill sets and raise ethical considerations regarding
data privacy and representation.

Mixed Methods and Interdisciplinary Approaches

Recognizing the limitations of any single method, scholars often adopt mixed methods
designs that combine qualitative and quantitative techniques. This integration enhances
validity by corroborating findings across different data sources and perspectives.

Moreover, political science increasingly collaborates with economics, sociology,
psychology, and computer science, enriching methodological toolkits and theoretical
frameworks. Behavioral experiments drawing on psychology or econometric modeling
borrowed from economics exemplify this interdisciplinary synergy.



Key Features of Robust Political Science Research

Effective political science research and methods share several critical features:

¢ Clear Research Questions: Precisely formulated questions guide the choice of
methods and theoretical orientation.

e Operationalization of Concepts: Abstract political concepts must be defined and
measured consistently.

e Data Reliability and Validity: Ensuring data accuracy and relevance is
fundamental to credible analysis.

e Transparency and Replicability: Detailed methodological descriptions allow others
to verify and build upon research findings.

e Ethical Considerations: Respect for participants' rights and data confidentiality is
paramount.

These elements collectively underpin the scientific rigor of political studies, enabling
meaningful contributions to academic and policy debates.

Challenges and Criticisms

Despite methodological advancements, political science research and methods face
ongoing challenges. Issues such as researcher bias, difficulty in establishing causality, and
the complexity of political phenomena can complicate analyses. Additionally, the
politicization of research topics sometimes influences funding, publication, and
interpretation of results, posing risks to objectivity.

Furthermore, the replication crisis observed in social sciences also affects political
science, highlighting the need for open data, methodological transparency, and critical
peer review.

Political science research and methods remain dynamic fields, continually adapting to new
questions and technologies. Their rigorous application not only enriches our
understanding of political life but also informs practical solutions to governance and policy
challenges worldwide.
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political science research and methods: Political Research Sandra Halperin, Oliver Heath,
2020 The most accessible and practical guide to research methods written especially for politics and
international relations students.

political science research and methods: Handbook of Research Methods and
Applications in Political Science Hans Keman, Jaap J. Woldendorp, 2016-12-30 This Handbook
offers a comprehensive overview of state-of-the-art research methods and applications currently in
use in political science. It combines theory and methodology (qualitative and quantitative), and
offers insights into the major approaches and their roots in the philosophy of scientific knowledge.
Including a comprehensive discussion of the relevance of a host of digital data sources, plus the dos
and don’ts of data collection in general, the book also explains how to use diverse research tools and
highlights when and how to apply these techniques.

political science research and methods: Foundation of Political Science Donald M. Freeman,
1977

political science research and methods: Political Science Research Methods Janet Buttolph
Johnson, Richard Joslyn, 1986 This book is an introduction to the process and methods of using
empirical research to achieve scientific knowledge in political science. Using case studies to explain
the fundamentals of the research process, the authors tell how to formulate hypotheses, devise
measurement strategies, develop a research design, conduct a literature review, make empirical
observations, and write a research report. They also discuss survey research techniques, such as
mailed questionnaires and personal and telephone interviews; analysis of written records; ethical
issues when subjects are indirectly observed; and univariate, bivariate, and multivariate data
analysis. ISBN 0-87187-329-X: $14.95.

political science research and methods: Political Science Research Methods Janet
Buttolph Johnson, Henry T. Reynolds, 2005 Teaches students to effectively evaluate the research of
others and learn how to conduct their ownWhen exposing students to political science's most
important research methods, comprehensive coverage as well as clear and straightforward language
are paramount. In the trusted tradition of previous editions, this new fifth edition covers all of the
major research methods of the discipline and leads students step by step through the logic of
research design. The new edition now gives even greater attention to promising new research tools
such as online search engines, formal modelling, and logistic regression. New and updated examples
from contemporary research problems make the text especially relevant and engaging. practice, a
new companion student workbook meaningfully ties exercises and assignments to learning
objectives covered in each chapter. presentation better reflects the actual process of developing
research problems and implementing research designs;* Expanded discussion of hypothesis
formation and the logic of making causal inferences;* Greater attention to creating operational
definitions of theoretical concepts and how these definitions affect research design and results;*
More extensive coverage of the use of path diagrams to help students clarify their ideas about
hypothesized relationships between concepts;* New and updated examples throughout to give
students real world problems to work through, such as stronger illustrations of how to extract
hypotheses from written material such as magazine and newspaper articles;* Improved guidance on
the proper use of aggregate data. Research Methods: Problems and ExercisesJanet Buttolph Johnson
H. T. ReynoldsISBN: 1-56802-928-4 or as a package: 1-56802-929-2C100 pages 190 X 140mm
Publication: October 2004 The student workbook will contain additional exercises from text chapters
and a CD with data sets in SPSS format as well as a simple, convertible text format.

political science research and methods: Political Science Research in Practice Akan Malici,
Elizabeth S. Smith, 2012-09-10 Nothing rings truer to those teaching political science research
methods: students hate taking this course. Tackle the challenge and turn the standard research
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methods teaching model on its head with Political Science Research in Practice. Akan Malici and
Elizabeth Smith engage students first with pressing political questions and then demonstrate how a
researcher has gone about answering them, walking through real political science research that
contributors have conducted. Through the exemplary use of survey research, experiments, field
research, case studies, content analysis, interviews, document analysis, statistical research, and
formal modeling, each chapter introduces students to a method of empirical inquiry through a
specific topic that will spark their interest and curiosity. Each chapter shows the process of
developing a research question, how and why a particular method was used, and the rewards and
challenges discovered along the way. Students can better appreciate why we need a science of
politics—why methods matter—with these first-hand, issue-based discussions. The following features
make this an ideal teaching tool: An introductory chapter that succinctly introduces key terms in
research methodology Key terms bolded throughout and defined in a glossary Broad coverage of the
most important methods used in political science research and the major subfields of the discipline A
companion website designed to foster online active learning An instructor’s manual and testbank to
help incorporate this innovative text into your syllabus and assessment.

political science research and methods: Political Science Research Methods Janet
Buttolph Johnson, H. T. Reynolds, Jason D. Mycoff, 2015-08-24 Understand the “how” and the “why”
behind research in political science. Step by step, Political Science Research Methods walks
students through the logic of research design, carefully explaining how researchers choose which
method to employ. The Eighth Edition of this trusted resource offers a greater emphasis on the ways
in which particular methods are used by undergraduates, expanded coverage of the role of the
Internet in research and analysis, and more international examples. Practice makes perfect. In the
new fourth edition of the accompanying workbook, Working with Political Science Research
Methods, students are given the perfect opportunity to practice each of the methods presented in
the core text. This helpful supplement breaks each aspect of the research process into manageable
parts and features new exercises and updated data sets. A solutions manual with answers to the
workbook is available to adopters.

political science research and methods: The SAGE Handbook of Research Methods in
Political Science and International Relations Luigi Curini, Robert Franzese, 2020-04-09 The
SAGE Handbook of Research Methods in Political Science and International Relations offers a
comprehensive overview of the field and its research processes through the empirical and research
scholarship of leading international authors.

political science research and methods: Political Science , 2017

political science research and methods: Research Methods for Political Science David E.
McNabb, 2020-12-31 The third edition of Research Methods for Political Science retains its effective
approach to helping students learn what to research, why to research and how to research. The text
integrates both quantitative and qualitative approaches to research in one volume and covers such
important topics as research design, specifying research problems, designing questionnaires and
writing questions, designing and carrying out qualitative research and analyzing both quantitative
and qualitative research data. Heavily illustrated, classroom tested, exceptionally readable and
engaging, the text presents statistical methods in a conversational tone to help students surmount
math phobia. Updates to this new edition include: Research topics chapters have been upgraded and
expanded. Two mixed methods design chapters have been added. A new chapter on hermeneutic
analysis designs and research with large data sets. The chapter on multivariate statistics has been
expanded, with an expanded discussion on logistic regression. Tools on how to prepare and present
research findings are now featured in the appendix, allowing instructors more flexibility when
teaching their courses. Research Methods for Political Science will give students the confidence and
knowledge they need to understand the methods and basics skills for data collection, presentation
and analysis.

political science research and methods: Research Methods in Politics Roger Pierce,
2008-04-09 Packed with features to promote learning this text is ideal for use on an introductory



methods course or for readers carrying out their own research project. It presents: - an overview of
the philosophy and principles of research - qualitative and quantitative research methods and
research design - a critical review of selected methods - methods of gathering information, such as
interviews and focus groups, and discusses issues associated with ensuring quality of information -
appropriate methods for analysing and interpreting data, and covers the process of communicating
research. The inclusion of chapter objectives, regular summaries, questions for discussion and tasks
and assignments, makes this the must-have text for researching politics.

political science research and methods: Research Methods for Political Science David E.
McNabb, 2020-12-30 The third edition of Research Methods for Political Science retains its effective
approach to helping students learn what to research, why to research and how to research. The text
integrates both quantitative and qualitative approaches to research in one volume and covers such
important topics as research design, specifying research problems, designing questionnaires and
writing questions, designing and carrying out qualitative research and analyzing both quantitative
and qualitative research data. Heavily illustrated, classroom tested, exceptionally readable and
engaging, the text presents statistical methods in a conversational tone to help students surmount
math phobia. Updates to this new edition include: Research topics chapters have been upgraded and
expanded. Two mixed methods design chapters have been added. A new chapter on hermeneutic
analysis designs and research with large data sets. The chapter on multivariate statistics has been
expanded, with an expanded discussion on logistic regression. Tools on how to prepare and present
research findings are now featured in the appendix, allowing instructors more flexibility when
teaching their courses. Research Methods for Political Science will give students the confidence and
knowledge they need to understand the methods and basics skills for data collection, presentation
and analysis.

political science research and methods: Research Methods for Political Science David E.
McNabb, 2015-07-17 Thoroughly updated, more concise than the previous edition, and available for
the first time in paperback, Research Methods for Political Science is designed to help students
learn what to research, why to research, and how to research. The text integrates both quantitative
and qualitative approaches to research in one volume, and includes the most comprehensive
coverage of qualitative methods currently available. It covers such important topics as research
design, specifying research problems, designing questionnaries and writing questions, designing and
carrying out qualitative research, and analyzing both quantitative and qualitative research data.
Heavily illustrated, classroom tested, and exceptionally readable and engaging, the text also
provides specific instructions on the use of available statistical software programs such as Excel and
SPSS.

political science research and methods: Teaching Research Methods in Political Science
Jeffrey L. Bernstein, 2021-06-25 Teaching Research Methods in Political Science brings together
experienced instructors to offer a range of perspectives on how to teach courses in political science.
It focuses on numerous topics, including identifying good research questions, measuring key
concepts, writing literature reviews and developing information literacy skills.

political science research and methods: Political Science 101 Kurt Michael Brundage,
2018-12-14 Two close friends, Mitch and Ray, best friends since childhood, embark together (but
somewhat secretly) into the world of politics. Mitch, a popular (but troubled) Political Science
professor and Ray, an ambitious (but naive) civil rights attorney, decide to team-up and make Ray
the ideal politician. But along the way, they find out the hard way what Mitch has known for years
and what Ray refuses to believe: The way the political system actually works -- bribery, corruption,
sex, intimidation, lies, deception and murder. This novel explores the deep hidden underbelly of the
political process, the shattering of ideals, personal sacrifice, personal delusion, and the battle within
all people of deciding between what is necessary and what is right -- and what is neither, and what is
both. As both men struggle to maintain their morals, their principles, their ideals, and their
friendship, they are challenged by conflicts new and old, small and large, personal and public.

political science research and methods: Political Science Research Methods Janet




Buttolph Johnson, Henry T. Reynolds, Richard A. Joslyn, 2000-08 The new Fourth Edition of Political
Science Research Methods introduces interested readers to the basic tools of political science.
Completely rewritten, the Fourth Edition features new research tools--including the use of the
world-wide-web for research, numerous examples & case studies, & an annotated research report
highlighting important aspects on the research process & illustrating how scholars in various
subfields have employed research methods in their study of politics.

political science research and methods: Understanding Political Science Research Methods
Maryann Barakso, Daniel M. Sabet, Brian Schaffner, 2013-12-04 This text starts by explaining the
fundamental goal of good political science research—the ability to answer interesting and important
questions by generating valid inferences about political phenomena. Before the text even discusses
the process of developing a research question, the authors introduce the reader to what it means to
make an inference and the different challenges that social scientists face when confronting this task.
Only with this ultimate goal in mind will students be able to ask appropriate questions, conduct
fruitful literature reviews, select and execute the proper research design, and critically evaluate the
work of others. The authors' primary goal is to teach students to critically evaluate their own
research designs and others’ and analyze the extent to which they overcome the classic challenges
to making inference: internal and external validity concerns, omitted variable bias, endogeneity,
measurement, sampling, and case selection errors, and poor research questions or theory. As such,
students will not only be better able to conduct political science research, but they will also be more
savvy consumers of the constant flow of causal assertions that they confront in scholarship, in the
media, and in conversations with others. Three themes run through Barakso, Sabet, and Schaffner’s
text: minimizing classic research problems to making valid inferences, effective presentation of
research results, and the nonlinear nature of the research process. Throughout their academic years
and later in their professional careers, students will need to effectively convey various bits of
information. Presentation skills gleaned from this text will benefit students for a lifetime, whether
they continue in academia or in a professional career. Several distinctive features make this book
noteworthy: A common set of examples threaded throughout the text give students a common
ground across chapters and expose them to a broad range of subfields in the discipline. Box features
throughout the book illustrate the nonlinear, non-textbook reality of research, demonstrate the often
false inferences and poor social science in the way the popular press covers politics, and encourage
students to think about ethical issues at various stages of the research process.

political science research and methods: Research Methods in Politics Peter Burnham,
2008-06-17 A very wide-ranging and international introduction to research methods in political
science.

political science research and methods: Research Methods in Political Science Michael
Corbett, 1993

political science research and methods: Research Methods in Politics and International
Relations Christopher Lamont, Mieczyslaw P. Boduszynski, 2020-02-24 This is the perfect guide to
conducting a research project in politics and international relations. From formulating a research
question and conducting a literature review to writing up and disseminating your work, this book
guides you through the research process from start to finish. The book: - Is focused specifically on
research methods in politics and IR - Introduces the central methodological debates in a clear,
accessible style - Considers the key questions of ethics and research design - Covers both qualitative
and quantitative approaches - Shows you how to choose and implement the right methods in your
own project The book features two example research projects - one from politics, one from IR - that
appear periodically throughout the book to show you how real research looks at each stage of the
process. Packed full of engaging examples, it provides you with all you need to know to coordinate
your own research project in politics and international relations.
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