the friends of eddie coyle novel

The Friends of Eddie Coyle Novel: A Deep Dive into George V. Higgins's Crime Classic

the friends of eddie coyle novel stands as a landmark in American crime fiction, capturing the
gritty realities of the underworld with an authentic voice and unforgettable characters. Written by
George V. Higgins and published in 1970, this novel has influenced countless writers and filmmakers
with its razor-sharp dialogue and morally ambiguous storytelling. If you're a fan of crime novels or
looking to explore one of the genre’s most respected works, understanding the nuances of The
Friends of Eddie Coyle can enhance your appreciation of this classic.

The Genesis of The Friends of Eddie Coyle Novel

George V. Higgins was a lawyer and journalist before turning to writing, and his background heavily
influenced the tone and structure of the novel. Unlike many crime stories that glamorize the criminal
lifestyle, Higgins's work is rooted in realism. The novel paints a stark, unvarnished picture of Boston’s
criminal underbelly, focusing on the day-to-day struggles and betrayals among small-time crooks.

Higgins’'s approach was revolutionary for its time. He favored dialogue over exposition, capturing the
rhythms and cadences of how people actually speak. This technique gave the novel an immediacy
and authenticity rarely seen in crime fiction before. Readers are drawn into conversations that feel
natural and revealing, exposing character motivations and the tense dynamics of trust and suspicion
that define the criminal world.

Plot Overview and Key Themes

At its core, The Friends of Eddie Coyle novel follows Eddie Coyle, a small-time gunrunner and aging
criminal who is desperate to avoid prison. The story unfolds as Eddie tries to navigate his precarious
position, caught between law enforcement pressures and dangerous criminal associates. The tension
builds as Eddie contemplates turning informant, highlighting the themes of loyalty, betrayal, and
survival.

Key themes in the novel include:

- **Moral ambiguity:** Characters are neither purely good nor evil; they exist in shades of gray,
making difficult choices in a harsh environment.

- **The inevitability of downfall:** The narrative reflects on how crime often leads to self-destruction,
with no easy escapes.

- **The power of language:** Dialogue drives the story forward, revealing much about character and
situation beyond simple narration.

Why The Friends of Eddie Coyle Novel Stands Out in



Crime Fiction

While many crime novels rely on dramatic action or complex plotting, The Friends of Eddie Coyle
novel distinguishes itself through its focus on character and dialogue. George V. Higgins's style has
been praised for its authenticity—he doesn’t romanticize crime but shows it as a tedious, dangerous,
and often thankless life.

Dialogue as a Narrative Tool

One of the most notable features of the novel is its dialogue-heavy structure. Higgins’s ear for speech
patterns allows readers to “hear” the characters, making the story feel incredibly vivid. This technique
also builds tension subtly, as conversations contain hidden meanings and double-crosses that keep
readers guessing.

Many writers and critics consider Higgins’s dialogue among the best in American literature,
influencing later crime authors like Dennis Lehane and EImore Leonard. If you're interested in writing
or analyzing crime fiction, studying The Friends of Eddie Coyle novel is a masterclass in how to use
dialogue effectively.

Character Complexity and Realism

Eddie Coyle is not a glamorous antihero; he is a flawed, vulnerable man facing the consequences of
his choices. The supporting characters—federal agents, fellow criminals, and informants—are equally
nuanced, each with their own motivations and fears. This complexity gives the novel a sense of
realism uncommon in the genre during its publication era.

Adaptations and Cultural Impact

The influence of The Friends of Eddie Coyle novel extends beyond the printed page. In 1973, it was
adapted into a critically acclaimed film starring Robert Mitchum as Eddie Coyle. The movie retained
much of the novel’s gritty tone and sharp dialogue, further cementing the story’s place in crime
storytelling history.

Legacy in Literature and Film

The novel’s realistic portrayal of crime and its focus on dialogue have inspired a new wave of crime
fiction writers and filmmakers. It is often cited as a foundational text for the Boston noir subgenre,
influencing works that explore the city’s criminal landscape with similar depth and authenticity.

Additionally, The Friends of Eddie Coyle novel has become a favorite among readers who appreciate
crime stories that prioritize character and atmosphere over sensationalism. Its enduring appeal lies in
its honest portrayal of desperation and survival in a world where trust is scarce.



Tips for Reading and Appreciating The Friends of Eddie
Coyle Novel

If you're new to the novel or crime fiction in general, here are some tips to get the most out of your
reading experience:

* Pay attention to the dialogue: The conversations reveal much more than surface-level
information. Listen for subtext and the unspoken tensions between characters.

e Embrace the slow burn: The novel isn’t packed with nonstop action; instead, it builds
suspense through character interactions and atmospheric detail.

* Research the setting: Understanding Boston’s social and economic backdrop during the
1970s can deepen your appreciation of the novel’s context.

* Notice the language: Higgins's use of slang and regional dialects adds authenticity—reading
aloud can help capture the rhythm.

Exploring Related Works

To further dive into the world that Higgins portrayed, consider exploring other Boston noir novels or
crime fiction emphasizing dialogue and character. Writers like Dennis Lehane, known for "Mystic
River" and "Gone Baby Gone," carry forward the tradition of gritty, realistic crime storytelling rooted
in a strong sense of place.

Why The Friends of Eddie Coyle Novel Remains
Relevant Today

More than fifty years after its publication, The Friends of Eddie Coyle novel continues to resonate with
readers due to its timeless exploration of human nature under pressure. The novel’'s unflinching look
at desperation, loyalty, and betrayal captures universal themes that extend beyond the crime genre.

Moreover, in an era where crime fiction can sometimes feel overproduced or formulaic, Higgins’s work
reminds us of the power of simplicity and authenticity. It's a compelling read for anyone interested in
character-driven stories or the darker corners of human society.

Whether you are a seasoned crime fiction fan or a newcomer seeking a well-crafted story with depth
and realism, The Friends of Eddie Coyle novel is a powerful piece of literature worth exploring. Its
influence on the genre and its nuanced portrayal of the human condition make it a standout work that
continues to inspire and challenge readers and writers alike.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'The Friends of Eddie Coyle' about?

'The Friends of Eddie Coyle' is a crime novel by George V. Higgins that explores the life of Eddie
Coyle, a small-time gunrunner and criminal in Boston, who is caught between the law and his criminal
associates.

Who wrote 'The Friends of Eddie Coyle' and when was it
published?

‘The Friends of Eddie Coyle' was written by George V. Higgins and published in 1972.

What makes 'The Friends of Eddie Coyle' stand out in the
crime fiction genre?

The novel is praised for its realistic dialogue, complex characters, and authentic portrayal of the
criminal underworld, making it a seminal work in American crime fiction.

Has 'The Friends of Eddie Coyle' been adapted into any films
or other media?

Yes, 'The Friends of Eddie Coyle' was adapted into a film in 1973, directed by Peter Yates and starring
Robert Mitchum as Eddie Coyle.

What themes are explored in ‘'The Friends of Eddie Coyle'?

The novel explores themes such as loyalty, betrayal, desperation, and the harsh realities of a life of
crime.

How is Eddie Coyle characterized in the novel?

Eddie Coyle is depicted as a weary, pragmatic criminal facing the consequences of his life choices,
struggling to navigate the dangers posed by both the law and his criminal peers.

Why is George V. Higgins praised for his writing style in 'The
Friends of Eddie Coyle'?

Higgins is praised for his sharp, naturalistic dialogue and the ability to capture the rhythms and slang
of Boston's criminal underworld, which adds authenticity to the story.

What impact did 'The Friends of Eddie Coyle' have on crime
literature?

‘The Friends of Eddie Coyle' is considered a classic that influenced later crime writers by setting a new
standard for realism and character-driven storytelling in the genre.



Where is ‘'The Friends of Eddie Coyle' primarily set?

The novel is primarily set in Boston, Massachusetts, highlighting the city's criminal underworld in the
early 1970s.

Additional Resources

The Enduring Grit of The Friends of Eddie Coyle Novel: A Deep Dive into George V. Higgins’ Crime
Classic

the friends of eddie coyle novel stands as a seminal work in American crime fiction, a gritty
exploration of the underbelly of Boston’s criminal world that has captivated readers since its
publication in 1970. Penned by George V. Higgins, a former federal prosecutor turned novelist, the
book offers an unvarnished, dialogue-driven portrayal of low-level criminals navigating betrayal,
survival, and the relentless pressures of the street. Its reputation for authenticity and nuanced
character study has solidified the novel’s place in the pantheon of crime literature and has influenced
countless writers and filmmakers.

The Friends of Eddie Coyle Novel: Context and
Background

Set against the backdrop of 1970s Boston, the novel captures a period when organized crime was
deeply embedded in urban America’s fabric. George V. Higgins drew extensively on his legal
background and firsthand observations to infuse the story with credibility. Unlike many crime novels
that romanticize gangsters or focus on high-stakes heists, The Friends of Eddie Coyle novel zeroes in
on the small-time operators, informants, and criminals whose lives are marked by fear, mistrust, and
desperation.

The title character, Eddie Coyle, is an aging gunrunner whose world is closing in. Facing the threat of
long prison sentences and with dwindling options, Eddie’s story unfolds through a series of tense
conversations, double-crosses, and uneasy alliances. The novel’s focus on dialogue rather than action
scenes is a deliberate stylistic choice, emphasizing the psychological and emotional landscape of its
characters.

George V. Higgins’ Writing Style and Its Impact

One of the defining features of The Friends of Eddie Coyle novel is Higgins' masterful use of dialogue.
The conversations are raw, realistic, and often laced with dark humor. This technique allows readers
to gain insight into the characters’ motives and personalities without overt narration. The prose
mimics everyday speech, complete with pauses, interruptions, and regional vernacular, immersing
readers in the Boston criminal milieu.

This approach to storytelling has been praised for its authenticity but also noted to be challenging for
some readers due to its heavy reliance on spoken word and minimal exposition. The novel’s intricate
dialogue requires careful attention, rewarding readers with a profound sense of place and character



depth. Moreover, Higgins’ characters are not caricatures; they embody complexity, vulnerability, and
moral ambiguity.

In-depth Themes and Character Analysis

At its core, The Friends of Eddie Coyle novel explores themes of loyalty, betrayal, and the cyclical
nature of crime. Eddie himself is emblematic of a man caught between worlds—his past criminal
exploits, his present entanglements with law enforcement, and the looming specter of imprisonment.

The Protagonist: Eddie Coyle

Eddie is neither a heroic figure nor a villain in the traditional sense. Instead, he is portrayed as a
fundamentally flawed individual whose decisions are shaped by survival instincts and pragmatism. His
relationships with other characters—informants, gangsters, and federal agents—highlight the
transactional nature of trust in the criminal underworld. Eddie’s pragmatism is both his strength and
his undoing, as he navigates a treacherous network of alliances that ultimately lead to his downfall.

Supporting Characters and Their Roles

The novel’s supporting cast further enriches the narrative. From Dillon, the volatile gun dealer, to the
federal agents who balance legal pursuits with practical compromises, each character embodies
different facets of the criminal ecosystem. These interactions reveal the blurred lines between
criminals and law enforcers, illustrating a world where ethical boundaries are often murky.

The Friends of Eddie Coyle Novel in Literary and
Cinematic History

The novel’s influence extends beyond literature. In 1973, it was adapted into a film directed by Peter
Yates and starring Robert Mitchum as Eddie Coyle. The movie preserved much of the novel’s tone and
dialogue-heavy style, receiving critical acclaim for its faithful representation of the source material’s
gritty realism. Both the book and film are studied for their contributions to the crime genre,
particularly their departure from glamorized depictions of crime.

Comparatively, while many crime novels of the era focused on the spectacle of crime or the heroism
of law enforcement, The Friends of Eddie Coyle novel's emphasis on the minutiae of criminal life set it
apart. Its subdued yet intense narrative paved the way for later works that sought to portray crime
with similar nuance and moral complexity.

Why The Friends of Eddie Coyle Novel Remains Relevant



Decades after its release, the novel continues to resonate for several reasons:

¢ Authenticity: Its faithful representation of criminal dialogue and behavior remains unmatched.

e Character Depth: The multidimensional portrayal of individuals caught in crime’s web appeals
to readers seeking more than black-and-white morality.

¢ Influence on Crime Fiction: It has inspired contemporary authors and screenwriters aiming
for realism over sensationalism.

e Exploration of Power Dynamics: The novel’s depiction of transactional relationships and the
precarious balance of power is relevant to broader social and psychological studies.

Critical Reception and Scholarly Perspectives

Upon publication, The Friends of Eddie Coyle novel received widespread acclaim for its innovative
narrative style and deep character insight. Critics lauded Higgins for eschewing conventional plot-
driven storytelling in favor of conversational realism. Some scholarly analyses focus on the novel’s
linguistic contributions, noting how Higgins captured the rhythms of speech to construct a believable
criminal world.

However, certain critiques highlight the novel’s slow pacing and dense dialogue as potential barriers
for readers accustomed to more action-oriented crime stories. This stylistic choice, while integral to
the novel’s identity, may limit its appeal to a niche audience appreciative of literary crime fiction.

Comparisons with Contemporary Crime Novels

When compared to contemporaries like EImore Leonard or James Ellroy, Higgins’ work stands out for
its focus on the ordinary criminal rather than spectacular crime or high-profile cases. Leonard’s
novels, for example, often blend sharp dialogue with brisk pacing and plot twists, whereas The Friends
of Eddie Coyle novel is more meditative, emphasizing atmosphere and character study.

James Ellroy’s crime fiction tends toward noir spectacle and psychological darkness, which contrasts

with Higgins’ restrained, matter-of-fact portrayal. This distinction underscores the novel’'s unique
place within the genre as an archetype of ‘realistic’ crime storytelling.

Where to Find The Friends of Eddie Coyle Novel Today

For readers and collectors interested in experiencing this classic, The Friends of Eddie Coyle novel is
widely available in various formats:



e Print editions: Available through major retailers and independent bookstores, including
reprints with introductions highlighting its historical significance.

* eBooks: Digital versions are accessible on platforms like Kindle, offering convenience and
portability.

e Audio books: Narrations that bring the dialogue to life, often praised for capturing the novel’s
distinctive tone.

Its continued availability underscores the enduring demand for authentic crime narratives that delve
beneath surface-level storytelling.

The Friends of Eddie Coyle novel remains a touchstone for readers and scholars seeking a raw and
insightful look at the mechanics of crime and human frailty. George V. Higgins’ commitment to
linguistic authenticity and psychological depth ensures that the novel’s impact persists, inviting new
generations to explore the shadowy intersections of trust, betrayal, and survival in America’s criminal
underworld.
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the friends of eddie coyle novel: The Friends of Eddie Coyle George V. Higgins, 2012-09-06
‘The best crime novel ever written' - Elmore Leonard 'If you haven't read George V. Higgins you
can't call yourself a fan of crime fiction' Val McDermid 'Higgins deserves to stand in the company of
Chandler and Hammett as one of the true innovators in crime fiction' Scott Turow When small-time
gunrunner Eddie Coyle is convicted on a felony, he's looking at three years in the pen - that is,
unless he sells out one of his big-fish clients to the DA. But which of the many hoods, gunmen and
executioners he calls his friends should he send up river? Set on the mean streets of Boston and told
almost entirely in crackling dialogue by a vivid cast of cops and lowlifes, The Friends of Eddie Coyle
set a standard for authentically gritty crime fiction that has never been bettered.

the friends of eddie coyle novel: Die Freunde von Eddie Coyle George V Higgins,
2014-01-15 Dem kleinkriminellen Waffenschieber Eddie »Fingers« Coyle droht der Bau, und
Detective Dave Foley, sein Freund und Helfer bei der Polizei, stellt ihn vor eine schwierige Wahl: Die
einzige Moglichkeit, dem Knast zu entgehen, ist, einen von seinen guten Kunden zu verpfeifen. Doch
wer von den unzahligen Gangstern, die Eddie Coyle seine Freunde nennt, muss dran glauben? Fir
Jimmy Scalisi, einen skrupellosen Mobster mit besten Verbindungen, hat Coyle die Knarren fir eine
Serie von brutalen Bankuberfallen besorgt. Von Jackie Brown erwartet Coyle eine neue Lieferung,
ein ganz grolSes Ding, Maschinenpistolen fur ein paar politische sehr Engagierte. Und dann ist da
noch Dillon, in dessen Bar Kontakte gekniipft und Geschafte gemacht werden. In Eddie Coyles Welt
wascht zwar eine Hand die andere, aber hier spielt jeder sein eigenes Spiel ...

the friends of eddie coyle novel: The Friends of Eddie Coyle George V. Higgins, 2010-04-27
The classic novel from America's best crime novelist (Time), with a new introduction by Dennis
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Lehane George V. Higgins's seminal crime novel is a down-and-dirty tale of thieves, mobsters, and
cops on the mean streets of Boston. When small-time gunrunner Eddie Coyle is convicted on a
felony, he's looking at three years in the pen--that is, unless he sells out one of his big-fish clients to
the DA. But which of the many hoods, gunmen, and executioners whom he calls his friends should he
send up the river? Told almost entirely in crackling dialogue by a vivid cast of lowlifes and
detectives, The Friends of Eddie Coyle is one of the greatest crime novels ever written. “The best
crime novel ever written--makes The Maltese Falcon read like Nancy Drew.” -- Elmore Leonard

the friends of eddie coyle novel: The Friends of Eddie Coyle George V. Higgins, 2000 As
members of a syndicate strive for recognition in the underworld, they learn to distrust their closest
associates.

the friends of eddie coyle novel: Die Freunde von Eddie Coyle George V. Higgins, 1989

the friends of eddie coyle novel: Die Freunde von Eddie Coyle , 1980

the friends of eddie coyle novel: Friends of Eddie Coyle , 2016

the friends of eddie coyle novel: The Friends of Eddie Coyle Paul Monash, 1972

the friends of eddie coyle novel: The Friends of Eddie Coyle George V. Higgins, 1980-12-01
These are the friends of Eddie Coyle: Jackie Brown, the gun leader; Dillon, part-time contract killer;
Jimmy Scalisi, gang leader. All the hoods, gunmen, drivers, thieves and executioners wheeling,
dealing, and stealing in the world of Eddie Coyle, a small time punk with a big time problem.

the friends of eddie coyle novel: Books to Die For John Connolly, Declan Burke, 2016-10-25
An anthology featuring the world's greatest mystery authors writing about theworld's greatest
mystery novels.

the friends of eddie coyle novel: Boston Noir 2: The Classics Dennis Lehane, Mary Cotton,
Jaime Clarke, 2025-07-01 Dennis Lehane returns to coedit, with Cotton & Clarke, the sequel to the
best-selling evergreen anthology Boston Noir, culling classic stories from the city's dark literary
legacy. The contributor list is delightfully quirky . . . The collection's unifying element is a deep
understanding of Boston's Byzantine worlds of race and class—as seen terrifyingly in Andre Dubus's
tale of mill town resentment and pampered preppies. — Boston Globe Featuring stories by: Linda
Barnes, Jason Brown, Andre Dubus, Chuck Hogan, George Harrar, George V. Higgins, Dennis
Lehane, Joyce Carol Oates, Robert B. Parker, David Ryan, Kenneth Abel, Barbara Neely, Hannah
Tinti, and David Foster Wallace. From the introduction by Jaime Clarke, Mary Cotton, & Dennis
Lehane: What is noir and what is not inhabits a gray area. Its definition is continually expanding
from the previous generation's agreed-upon notion that noir involves men in fedoras smoking
cigarettes on street corners. Noir alludes to crime, sure, but it also evokes bleak elements, danger,
tragedy, sleaze, all of which is best represented by its root French definition: black. We used this
idea as our guide for this sequel to the best-selling Boston Noir anthology . . . The commonwealth is
an endless source of fascinating landscapes: the autumnal light spreading across the Charles River;
the ice floes in the wintry Boston Harbor; a spring air tantalizing leaves in Harvard Yard; the salty
taste of summer as sunbathers peer into the horizon, shielding their eyes from the glare, squinting
into the middle distance. Beyond the postcard fabric, though, lies a community populated by broken
families, criminal minds, voyeurs, and outsiders. They look like you and me. These are their stories.

the friends of eddie coyle novel: 100 American Crime Writers S. Powell, 2012-08-07 100
American Crime Writers features discussion and analysis of the lives of crime writers and their key
works, examining the developments in American crime writing from the Golden Age to hardboiled
detective fiction. This study is essential to scholars and an ideal introduction to crime fiction for
anyone who enjoys this fascinating genre.

the friends of eddie coyle novel: The Cavalry Charges Barry Gifford, 2019-08-23 The Cavalry
Charges: Writings on Books, Film, and Music, Revised Edition is a collection of anecdotal reflections
that relate many of the experiences that shaped Barry Gifford as a writer. Representative of Gifford’s
body of work, this volume is divided into three sections: books, film and television, and music. Within
these sections, Gifford’s best work is showcased, including a nine-part dossier on Marlon Brando’s
One-Eyed Jacks in which Gifford examines the public and private lives of those involved in the film.



New to the collection are four previously published essays: a brief look at the novels of Alvaro Mutis;
a reflection on Gifford’s schooling under Nebraska poet John Neihardt; an essay on Elliot Chaze and
his novel Black Wings Has My Angel; and a short piece on Sailor and Lula.

the friends of eddie coyle novel: Temerity & Gall John Metcalf, 2022-05-31 “[Metcalf’s] talent
is generous, hectoring, huge, and remarkable.”—Washington Post In Temerity & Gall, Metcalf looks
back on a lifetime spent in letters; surveys, with no punches pulled, the current state of CanLit; and
offers a passionate defense of the promise and potential of Canadian writing. In a 1983 editorial
letter to the Globe and Malil, celebrated Canadian novelist W.P. Kinsella railed that “Mr. Metcalf—an
immigrant—continually and in the most galling manner has the temerity to preach to Canadians
about their own literature.” Forty years later, in spite of Kinsella’s effort to discredit him in the name
of a misguided nationalism both embarrassing and familiar, John Metcalf still has the temerity and
gall to preach, to teach, and to write passionately (and uproariously) about literature in Canada. Part
memoir, meditation, and apologia, part criticism and pure Metcalf, the present volume distills a
lifetime of reading and writing, thinking and collecting, and continues his necessary work kicking
against the ever-present pricks. As is the case with all of his critical work, Temerity & Gall will
challenge, delight, anger, and inspire in equal measure, and is essential reading for anyone
interested in literature in Canada and its place within the wider tradition of writing in English.
Temerity & Gall is printed in a limited paperback edition of 750 copies signed and numbered by the
author.

the friends of eddie coyle novel: Crime Fiction: A Very Short Introduction Richard
Bradford, 2015-05-28 Crime fiction has been one of the most popular genres since the 19th century,
but has roots in works as varied as Sophocles, Herodotus, and Shakespeare. In this Very Short
Introduction Richard Bradford explores the history of the genre, by considering the various
definitions of 'crime fiction' and looking at how it has developed over time. Discussing the popularity
of crime fiction worldwide and its various styles; the role that gender plays within the genre; spy
fiction, and legal dramas and thrillers; he explores how the crime novel was shaped by the work of
British and American authors in the 18th and 19th centuries. Highlighting the works of notorious
authors such as Edgar Allan Poe, Conan Doyle, Agatha Christie, and Raymond Chandler — to name
but a few — he considers the role of the crime novel in modern popular culture and asks whether we
can, and whether we should, consider crime fiction serious 'literature'. ABOUT THE SERIES: The
Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost
every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject
quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make
interesting and challenging topics highly readable.

the friends of eddie coyle novel: 100 Must-read Crime Novels Nick Rennison, Richard
Shephard, 2009-01-01 Want to become a crime novel buff, or expand your reading in your favourite
genre? This is a good place to start! From the publishers of the popular, Good Reading Guide comes
a rich selection of the some of the finest crime novels ever published. With 100 of the best titles fully
reviewed and a further 500 recommended, you'll quickly become an expert on the world of crime.
The book also allows you to browse by theme, includes 'a reader's fast-guide to the world of crime
fiction' as well listing the top 10 crime characters and their creators, award winners and book club
recommendations.

the friends of eddie coyle novel: The Oxford Companion to American Literature James D.
Hart, Phillip Leininger, 1995-10-12 For more than half a century, James D. Hart's The Oxford
Companion to American Literature has been an unparalleled guide to America's literary culture,
providing one of the finest resources to this country's rich history of great writers. Now this
acclaimed work has been completely revised and updated to reflect current developments in the
world of American letters.For the sixth edition, editors James D. Hart and Phillip Leininger have
updated the Companion in light of what has happened in American literature since 1982. To this
end, they have revised the entries on such established authors as Saul Bellow, Norman Mailer, and
Joyce Carol Oates, and they have added more than 180 new entries on novelists (T. Coraghessan



Boyle, Tim O'Brien, Louise Erdrich, Don De Lillo), poets (Rita Dove, Weldon Kees), playwrights
(Wendy Wasserstein, August Wilson), popular writers (Stephen King, Louis L'Amour), historians
(James M. McPherson, David Herbert Donald, William Manchester), naturalists (Aldo Leopold,
Edward Abbey), and literary critics (Camille Paglia, Richard Ellmann). In addition, the Companion
boasts more women's, African-American, and ethnic voices, with new entries on such luminaries as
Charlotte Perkins Gilman, M.F K. Fisher, William Least Heat-Moon, Ursula Le Guin, and Oscar
Hijuelos, among many others.These additions represent only some of the revisions for the new
edition. Of course, the basic qualities of the Companion that readers have grown to know and love
over the years are as superb as ever. With over 5,000 total entries, The Oxford Companion to
American Literature reflects a dynamic balance between past and contemporary literature,
surveying virtually every aspect of our national literature, from the Pulitzer Prize to pulp fiction, and
from Walt Whitman to William F. Buckley, Jr. There are over 2,000 biographical profiles of important
American authors (with information regarding their styles, subjects, and major works) and
influential foreign writers as well as other figures who have been important in the nation's social and
cultural history. There are more than 1,100 full summaries of important American novels, stories,
essays, poems (with verse form noted), plays, biographies and autobiographies, tracts, narratives,
and histories. The new edition provides historical background and astute commentary on literary
schools and movements, literary awards, magazines, newspapers, and a wide variety of other
matters directly related to writing in America. Finally, the book is thoroughly cross-referenced and
features an extensive and fully updated index of literary and social history.Ranging from Captain
John Smith to John Updike, and from Anne Bradstreet to Anne Rice, the sixth edition of The Oxford
Companion to American Literature is up to date, accurate, and comprehensive, a delight for both the
casual browser and the serious student.

the friends of eddie coyle novel: Twentieth Century Crime & Mystery Writers NA NA,
2015-12-25

the friends of eddie coyle novel: Chronicle of the Pulitzer Prizes for Fiction Heinz Dietrich
Fischer, Erika J. Fischer, 2007 The School of Journalism at Columbia University has awarded the
Pulitzer Prize since 1917. Nowadays there are prizes in 21 categories from the fields of journalism,
literature and music. The Pulitzer Prize Archive presentsthe history of this award from its
beginnings to the present: In parts A toE the awarding oftheprize in each category is documented,
commented and arranged chronologically. Part F covers the history of the prize biographically and
bibliographically. Part G provides the background to thedecisions.

the friends of eddie coyle novel: Out of the Past Barry Gifford, 1988
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