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My Heroes Have Always Been Cowboys: Celebrating the Timeless Spirit of the West

My heroes have always been cowboys. There’'s something about the rugged charm,
unyielding independence, and quiet strength of these iconic figures that captures the
imagination like no other. Whether it’s the image of a lone rider silhouetted against a
setting sun or the tales of grit and honor passed down through generations, cowboys
represent a unique blend of courage, resilience, and a deep connection to nature. In this
article, we’'ll explore why cowboys continue to inspire us, the history behind their legendary
status, and what modern life can learn from their enduring spirit.

The Enduring Appeal of Cowboys in Popular
Culture

When we think of my heroes have always been cowboys, it’s impossible to ignore how
deeply ingrained they are in American culture and beyond. From classic Western movies to
country music and rodeos, the cowboy archetype symbolizes freedom and the pioneering
spirit.

The Cowboy in Film and Music

The Western genre has immortalized cowboys through iconic characters played by stars
like John Wayne and Clint Eastwood. These heroes often embody justice, bravery, and a
moral code that resonates with audiences. Songs like “My Heroes Have Always Been
Cowboys” by Willie Nelson further romanticize the lifestyle—highlighting the blend of
loneliness, adventure, and honor that defines the cowboy ethos.

Symbol of Freedom and Individualism

At their core, cowboys represent the idea of living life on one’s own terms. Their
independence, self-reliance, and connection to the wide-open spaces symbolize a freedom
that many aspire to. This is why the cowboy remains a powerful metaphor for anyone
seeking to break free from societal constraints and embrace authenticity.

The Real-Life Cowboys: History and Heritage

Beyond the myths and movies, the true history of cowboys is rich and fascinating. The
cowboy tradition originated in the American West during the 19th century, blending
influences from Spanish vaqueros, Native American cultures, and frontier settlers.



The Daily Life of a Cowboy

Cowboys were skilled horsemen and cattle herders who worked long, grueling hours on
ranches. Their duties included cattle drives, branding, and maintaining fences, all while
enduring harsh weather and rough terrain. The cowboy lifestyle required toughness,
patience, and a deep knowledge of the land.

Diversity Among Cowboys

It's important to recognize that cowboys were not a homogenous group. African American,
Mexican, and Native American cowboys played significant roles in shaping the culture of
the American West. Highlighting this diversity helps us appreciate the rich tapestry of
stories behind the cowboy legend.

Lessons We Can Learn from Cowboys Today

In a fast-paced, technology-driven world, the values embodied by cowboys remain
surprisingly relevant. Here are some timeless lessons inspired by the cowboy way of life:

* Resilience: Cowboys faced unpredictable challenges daily, teaching us the
importance of perseverance through adversity.

e Self-Reliance: Their ability to solve problems independently encourages us to
cultivate confidence and resourcefulness.

* Respect for Nature: Living close to the land instilled a deep respect for the
environment, a mindset crucial for today’s sustainability efforts.

e Community and Loyalty: Despite their independent streak, cowboys relied on
camaraderie and teamwork, reminding us of the value of strong relationships.

Incorporating Cowboy Values into Modern Life

Whether you're a city dweller or someone who spends time outdoors, embracing the
cowboy spirit can enrich your life. Here are some practical ways to channel your inner
cowboy:

1. Practice Patience: Like cowboys waiting for the right moment to act, learn to stay
calm and deliberate in decision-making.

2. Develop Practical Skills: Engage in activities like horseback riding, hiking, or even



learning basic survival skills to build confidence and self-sufficiency.

3. Connect with Nature: Spend time outdoors to cultivate a sense of peace and
grounding similar to that experienced by cowboys on the open range.

4. Value Integrity: Uphold honesty and fairness in your interactions, reflecting the
cowboy’s code of honor.

The Cowboy Legacy in Modern Communities

Today, the cowboy spirit lives on in rodeos, ranching communities, and western-themed
festivals across the globe. These gatherings celebrate not just the history but the ongoing
lifestyle and values associated with cowboys.

Rodeos: Keeping the Tradition Alive

Rodeos showcase the incredible skills of modern cowboys and cowgirls—from bull riding to
roping and barrel racing. These events are more than entertainment; they serve as a
vibrant reminder of the hard work and dedication behind cowboy culture.

Western Fashion and Its Influence

Cowboy boots, hats, denim, and leather gear have transcended their practical origins to
become fashion staples with a rugged appeal. This style’s popularity underscores how
deeply the cowboy image resonates even in contemporary urban settings.

Community and ldentity

For many, identifying as a cowboy is about more than profession—it’'s a way of life that
honors tradition, family, and a connection to the land. This sense of identity fosters strong
community bonds and a shared respect for heritage.

Reflecting on why my heroes have always been cowboys reveals much about our own
values and aspirations. Their stories invite us to embrace courage, independence, and a
grounded relationship with the world around us. Whether through the legends of the Old
West or the vibrant celebrations of today, the cowboy spirit continues to inspire and guide,
reminding us that heroism often lies in quiet strength and unwavering integrity.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the meaning behind the phrase 'My heroes
have always been cowboys'?

The phrase expresses admiration for cowboys, symbolizing qualities like bravery,
independence, and ruggedness, often idealizing their adventurous and resilient lifestyle.

Is 'My Heroes Have Always Been Cowboys' a song or a
movie?
'My Heroes Have Always Been Cowboys' is originally a song written by Sharon Vaughn and

famously performed by Willie Nelson, later popularized in the movie 'The Electric
Horseman.'

Who originally wrote and performed ‘My Heroes Have
Always Been Cowboys'?

The song was written by Sharon Vaughn and first recorded by Waylon Jennings, but it
gained widespread recognition through Willie Nelson's version.

What themes are explored in the song ‘My Heroes Have
Always Been Cowboys'?

The song explores themes of nostalgia, the contrast between youthful dreams and adult
realities, and admiration for the cowboy lifestyle and its values.

How has the phrase 'My heroes have always been
cowboys' influenced popular culture?

The phrase has become symbolic of American Western heritage, inspiring various
adaptations in music, film, and literature that celebrate cowboy ideals and the mythos of
the American West.

Are there any famous covers or renditions of 'My
Heroes Have Always Been Cowboys'?

Yes, apart from Willie Nelson, several artists have covered the song, each bringing their
unique style, keeping the song relevant across different generations.

What impact did the song ‘My Heroes Have Always Been
Cowboys' have on Willie Nelson's career?

The song reinforced Willie Nelson's status as a leading figure in country music, highlighting
his ability to convey deep emotion and connect with audiences through storytelling.



Additional Resources
My Heroes Have Always Been Cowboys: An Exploration of the Enduring Cowboy Archetype

my heroes have always been cowboys. This phrase resonates with countless individuals
who find inspiration in the rugged, independent spirit embodied by cowboys throughout
history and popular culture. The cowboy figure, steeped in American mythology, represents
more than just a cattle herder or a frontier worker; it symbolizes resilience, freedom, and a
unique code of honor. This article delves into the enduring allure of cowboys, exploring
their historical roots, cultural significance, and how the cowboy archetype continues to
influence modern society.

The Historical Context of Cowboys

Understanding why “my heroes have always been cowboys” is a compelling sentiment
requires a look at the cowboy’s origins. The cowboy tradition began in the 18th and 19th
centuries, primarily in the American West, where cattle ranching emerged as a vital
industry. Cowboys were responsible for herding, branding, and managing livestock across
vast and often challenging landscapes. Their lifestyle was physically demanding and
required a combination of skill, endurance, and ingenuity.

The cowboy’s role was not only practical but also symbolic of the American frontier
spirit—self-reliance, bravery, and a strong work ethic. These qualities were essential in
taming the frontier and fostering the development of new communities. Over time, the
cowboy became a cultural icon, representing the ideal of rugged individualism that shaped
the United States’ identity.

The Cowboy Archetype in Popular Culture

The phrase “my heroes have always been cowboys” is frequently echoed in literature, film,
and music, underscoring the cowboy’s lasting imprint on popular culture. The cowboy
archetype has been romanticized in Western films, country songs, and novels, creating a
mythos that blends fact and fiction.

Western Films and Television

Hollywood played a significant role in cementing the cowboy’s heroic status. Classic
Western films from the early to mid-20th century portrayed cowboys as stoic, honorable
figures who upheld justice and faced adversity with courage. Actors like John Wayne and
Clint Eastwood became synonymous with this image. These portrayals often emphasized
themes of freedom, lawlessness, and the battle between civilization and wilderness.



Music and the Cowboy Spirit

Country and western music further perpetuates the cowboy legend. Songs that celebrate
cowboy life, values, and struggles tap into the nostalgia and admiration that many feel for
this archetype. Lyrics that reference horseback riding, open plains, and the cowboy’s
solitary journey evoke a sense of timelessness and connection to nature.

Why Do Cowboys Continue to Inspire?

The enduring appeal of the cowboy lies in several key attributes that resonate across
generations and cultures.

Symbol of Freedom and Independence

In an increasingly complex and interconnected world, the cowboy’s image as a free spirit
who lives by his own rules is profoundly attractive. The cowboy embodies autonomy and
the ability to navigate challenges without reliance on external structures.

Embodiment of Moral Codes

Despite popular depictions of lawlessness, cowboys are often portrayed as men of principle.
The notion of a personal code—honesty, loyalty, and courage—makes cowboys relatable
heroes who stand for something beyond themselves.

Connection to Nature and Simplicity

Cowboys are emblematic of a lifestyle deeply intertwined with nature. Their work depends
on understanding the land, weather, and animals, reflecting a harmonious existence that
contrasts sharply with modern urban life.

Modern-Day Cowboys and Their Impact

While the classic cowboy image is rooted in history, the cowboy way of life persists today in
various forms. Contemporary cowboys continue to work in ranching and rodeo, preserving
traditions while adapting to modern challenges.

The Role of Cowboys in Agriculture and Ranching



Modern cowboys are integral to livestock management and sustainable farming practices.
Advances in technology and environmental awareness have transformed ranching, but the
fundamental skills and values remain intact.

Cowboys in Rodeo and Sport

Rodeo events showcase cowboy skills such as bronc riding, roping, and steer wrestling.
These sports celebrate the cowboy’s expertise and keep the culture alive, drawing fans and
participants worldwide.

Influence on Fashion and Lifestyle

The cowboy aesthetic—boots, hats, denim, and leather—has permeated fashion trends
globally. Beyond style, the cowboy attitude influences outdoor enthusiasts, adventurers,
and those who admire a rugged, hands-on approach to life.

Critical Perspectives on the Cowboy Myth

While “my heroes have always been cowboys” reflects admiration, it is also important to
consider nuanced critiques of the cowboy’s image.

e Historical Realities vs. Myth: The romanticized cowboy often overlooks the
diversity and complexity of actual cowboys, including African American, Mexican
vaqueros, and Native American contributions to cowboy culture.

e Gender Roles: Traditional cowboy narratives have predominantly focused on men,
sometimes marginalizing the role of women in the West.

e Environmental Impact: Modern ranching practices face scrutiny regarding
sustainability and ecological effects.

Acknowledging these aspects allows for a more balanced understanding of the cowboy
legacy while appreciating its cultural significance.

The Cowboy Legacy in Contemporary Media

New media and storytelling continue to reinterpret the cowboy theme, often blending
traditional elements with modern sensibilities. Television series, documentaries, and
literature explore the complexities of cowboy life, addressing issues like identity, heritage,
and social change.



For example, contemporary Westerns may portray cowboys grappling with economic
pressures, cultural diversity, and environmental concerns, reflecting a more realistic and
inclusive narrative.

My Heroes Have Always Been Cowboys: A
Timeless Inspiration

The phrase encapsulates a deep-rooted admiration for the cowboy figure, whose traits
transcend time and geography. Whether as historical figures, pop culture icons, or living
practitioners, cowboys symbolize qualities that many aspire to emulate: courage,
independence, and an unwavering connection to the land.

In a world facing rapid technological advancement and social transformation, the cowboy’s
enduring legacy offers a reminder of simpler values and the human spirit’s resilience. This
ongoing fascination affirms that, indeed, many will continue to say, “my heroes have

always been cowboys,” as they find strength and inspiration in the timeless cowboy ethos.
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my heroes have always been cowboys: My Heroes Have Always Been Cowboys Georgina
Gentry, Lorraine Heath, Teresa Bodwell, 2012-03-01 Those deep-brimmed Stetsons. Those faded
jeans. Cowboys are everything a fantasy man should be--tall, tough, and oh so handsome. In these
sexy stories, meet three men of the American West who know a thing or two about roping a girl's
heart. . . The Reluctant Hero, Lorraine Heath Sheriff Matthew Knight is the perfect hero for
Andrea's next novel. But the outlaw-busting man behind the badge is more complicated than she
bargained for. What's a writer to do when she needs a story--or maybe the question is what won't
she do? The Great Cowboy Race, Georgina Gentry Boston heiress Henrietta never imagined she
would race a horse one thousand miles disguised as a boy--or that she'd have to escape an arranged
marriage to expert rider Comanche Jones. Whispering by Moonlight, Teresa Bodwell Stranded and
penniless in a town called Hell Gate, Isabelle has run out of options when gorgeous Lucas Warring
rides in like an answered prayer. Willing to do anything, she hires on as his ranch hand during one
of the coldest winters ever--and discovers plenty of ways they can keep each other warm. The West
has never been wilder. . . Lorraine Heath is a Waldenbooks and USA Today bestselling author,
especially known for her emotionally rich and unforgettable historical romances set in Texas. She is
a RITA Award winner from Romance Writers of America and has received a Career Achievement
award from Romantic Times. In addition to romance, she writes young adult fiction under her own
name and the pseudonym Rachel Hawthorne. She lives in Plano, Texas.
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1996 This work celebrates a great national pastime and tradition. Taking the reader behind the
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chutes, Wayne Wooden and Gavin Ehringer reveal the essential character of rodeo culture today and
show why it retains such a strong hold on the American imagination.

my heroes have always been cowboys: The Nicest Fella - The Life of Ben Johnson Richard
D. Jensen, D Jensen Richard D Jensen, 2010 This is the amazing story of Ben Johnson, the cowboy
who grew up in the tall grass prairie of Oklahoma, rode to Hollywood in a boxcar full of horses and
became an Oscar-winning actor. Johnson co-starred in some of Hollywood's greatest Western movies
of all time, alongside John Wayne, Clint Eastwood, Steve McQueen, Marlon Brando, Henry Fonda,
Charles Bronson, Burt Reynolds, Alan Ladd, and many more. Known as Son to his family and friends,
Johnson was the son of a three-time world champion rodeo cowboy also named Ben Johnson.
Dividing his time between the world of movies and the world of rodeo, Son Johnson became one of
the greatest rodeo cowboys of all time, winning the 1953 RCA World Championship for team roping.
A man of principle who believed in the value of honesty, realism and respect, Johnson managed to
forge a successful career in the film industry without becoming a part of the excesses of Hollywood.
He often paid dearly for his integrity, enduring a blacklist by famed Western director John Ford for
refusing to allow Ford to verbally abuse him. Johnson's career lasted more than 50 years, with many
highs and lows, but through it all he always stayed true to the cowboy code. When he won his Oscar
for The Last Picture Show in 1972, Johnson took the stage and, in his typical aw shucks way, said,
This couldn't have happened to a nicer fella. The Nicest Fella is a must read for fans of Ben Johnson,
rodeo fans, Western movie buffs, Hollywood fanatics, and anyone who still believes in the American
dream! With 30 pages of never-before-seen photographs from the Johnson family collection and a
complete filmography.

my heroes have always been cowboys: The Darkstars (1992-) #8 Michael Jan Friedman,
2016-06-02 Enjoy this great comic from DC'’s digital archive!

my heroes have always been cowboys: Nevada , 1984

my heroes have always been cowboys: Nevada Magazine , 1983

my heroes have always been cowboys: Adventures on Prime Time Robert Thompson,
1990-06-22 Part of Praeger's Media and Society Series, this volume breaks new ground in television
studies as the first booklength study of an individual television producer. Robert J. Thompson
examines the work of Stephen J. Cannell, one of television's most prolific and successful producers.
Thompson uses theories of film authorship revised for application to television texts and provides
close analysis of Cannell's programs, including individual episodes of The Rockford Files, The
A-Team, and The Greatest American Hero. Moving away from the notion that a television series is
the creation of an individual author, the book begins with a look at the televisionmaker. Thompson
probes the polyauthorial nature of the medium and introduces a new method of studying television
authorship. The book then turns to Cannell and a study of his career, focusing on how he developed
the formula for his many highly rated television series. Students and teachers of television and
television criticism will find Adventures on Prime Time a source of stimulating ideas about the
nature of the medium.
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Weniger, 2001
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Wolfer, Roland Loper, 2003
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my heroes have always been cowboys: Mediated Deviance and Social Otherness Kylo-Patrick
R. Hart, 2007 If, in fact, & oeLizzie Borden took an axe and gave her [step]lmother forty whacks, a
why (from a representational standpoint) did her stepmother deserve it? If older gay men in Internet
chat rooms regularly provide much-needed acceptance and advice to younger gay males during the



coming-out process, how is it that they continually reinforce racist ideologies and powerless
subjectivities while doing so? What sorts of media images are commonly presented of individuals and
groups that are regarded as being deviant in society, and whose interests do they ultimately serve?
The answers to these important questions and many others are provided in the pages of Mediated
Deviance and Social Otherness: Interrogating Influential Representations, which explores
provocative representations of deviance in various media formsa including books, films, musical
offerings, news accounts, television programs, and Internet sitesa and their substantial cultural,
political, and social consequences for the lived realities of individuals of different backgrounds and
lifestyles. The eye-opening chapters of this book enable readers to more fully realize the regularity
with which media representations continuously contribute, in powerful ways, to the formation and
perpetuation of influential social constructions of deviance and otherness as they pertain to
delinquents, criminals, and individuals of all ages, classes, genders, races, sexual orientations, and
health/(dis)ability statuses. Mediated Deviance and Social Otherness: Interrogating Influential
Representations is a thought-provoking anthology that offers fresh insight and new approaches to
critically analyzing social constructions of deviancy across a variety of media forms. While scholars
have long examined the relationship between media and deviancy, this collection of essays features
a range of theoretical perspectives through which to investigate deviancy and its various
interpretations in original ways. In the process, it deepens our understanding of how deviancy has
been constructed across time and in differing social/cultural milieus. The essays in this anthology
reflect the diverse disciplines of their contributing scholars. At the same time, the anthology does
not waver from its clear focus on deviancy, lending it substantial coherence and readability. The
book is expertly structured and edited. Each of the essays draws inspiration from a refreshing
variety of sources and fields of study. The anthology is accordingly divided into six distinct yet
related sections that mark its coherence and readability. Simultaneously, the essays within each
section are quite different from one another, allowing the reader to make thought-provoking
connections between representations of deviancy both within sections and among them. Mediated
Deviance and Social Otherness: Interrogating Influential Representations is an important text.
Considering the growth of new media forms, its investigation of both old and new media in relation
to social constructions of deviancy represents a timely and topical contribution to the field of media
and cultural studies. Given its breadth and scope, the anthology represents a highly significant
scholarly contribution that will greatly benefit scholars, students, and interested individuals of all
levels. It offers eye-opening insights to anyone with an interest in cultural studies, disease and
disability studies, film and television studies, LGBT studies, criminal justice, sociology, and related
fields. Brief Reviewer Bio: Metasebia Woldemariam, Ph.D., is an associate professor of
communication and media studies at Plymouth State University who specializes in media
representations of deviancy and otherness. Mediated Deviance and Social Otherness: Interrogating
Influential Representations is an erudite collection offering critical and cultural analysis of media
representations within various media forms, including journalism, film, documentary, television,
fiction, music, and the Internet. The book is divided into six sections that highlight the categories of
deviance and otherness the contributors emphasize: (1) Age; (2) Crime and Criminals; (3) Disease
and Disability; (4) Gender, Race, and Class; (5) Sexual Orientation; and (6) a oeOthera Forms of
Deviance, which include masochism, carnival a oespectaculars, a and cultures of violence. While
some chapters feature links to topics common to media studies, such as the Motion Picture
Production Code, what is powerful about the collection is how varied the interpretive standpoints of
the contributors are. An example of one such unique interpretive perspective comes from Linda K.
Fuller, whose chapter examines the sexual-political aspects of African AIDS-related films based on
her work in West Africa a oewith a sexologist collating and critiquing appropriate media for Life
Skills.a This interpretive variety inspires novel examination of media representations through the
originality of varied genres of analysis: the collection offers analysis of classic as well as popular
literature, popular as well as veiled news media, award-winning as well as obscure television series,
and outlaw country music as well as rap music. Because a oemediaa is so broadly interpreted within



the collection, readers are encouraged to view mass media as a crucial cultural landscape for
meaning making. Each contributor offers a timely perspective about past or contemporary society
through the analysis of unique media genres and artifacts, or even through analysis of
representations in multiple media forms. For example, Annette Holba examines multiple forms of the
media representations of a less emphasized person in the Lizzie Borden case, Bordena (TM)s
stepmother. Editor Kylo-Patrick R. Harta (TM)s own contribution examines multiple media
representations of the visible physical signs of AIDS before focusing on their representation in two
particularly noteworthy film melodramas. Rather than focusing on stereotypical categories of
deviance and otherness, the contributors focus on less commonly acknowledged representations or
challenge commonly acknowledged understandings of media. This is evident through Christopher ]J.
PA(c)reza (TM)s ethnographic observation of instant messages from Gay.com participants, which
dispels the notion that such online communities allow for positive expressions of gay identity.
Through its broad interpretation of media, the collection offers an ample array of less commonly
acknowledged media genres, as evident in Margaret Weigela (TM)s class analysis of the
electric-bulb advertising sign a oespectacularsa in Manhattan from 1892 to 1917; Wendy Korwina
(TM)s visual analysis of a set of four image plates used within prescriptive literature; and Amanda
Kleina (TM)s cinematic comparison of portrayed deviance in the 1950s juvenile delinquency teenpic
and the 1990s ghetto action film. Incorporated also are unique perspectives on traditional news
media representations, as in Thomas Grochowskia (TM)s interpretation of celebrity defendant
perspectives of O.]. Simpson. Occasionally, common themes thread particular chapters together,
allowing opportunities to understand how critics view the same or similar media differently. For
example, David Sealy and Georges-Claude Guilbert as well as Valentin Locoge offer analysis of the
HBO television series OZ. Additionally, contemporary moral dilemmas and societal issues are
covered as they appear in various media representations, as when Barbara Barnetta (TM)s
discussion of journalistic representations of maternal infanticide and perfection appear alongside
Robert Goffa (TM)s analysis of the textured view of abortion provided by the film Vera Drake. Harta
(TM)s collection is important to expanding the scholarly understanding of media representations
because it provokes thinking about what makes media mean so much to humans in particular social,
cultural, historical, and even technological contexts. The issue of the detrimental effects of a
oeshared notions of deviance and social othernessa is evident in chapters that highlight original
perspectives useful for either scholarly analysis or challenging, graduate-level classroom
discussions. Also, because the collection includes literary analysis, it could serve well those with
interest in literary criticism. ELESHA RUMINSKI, Ph.D., is an assistant professor of English at
Indiana University of Pennsylvania with experience teaching mass communication, film studies, and
visual communication.
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my heroes have always been cowboys: The Waylon Jennings Discography John L. Smith,
1995-06-13 A prime source of one of country music's greatest, this closely-documented history
follows the musical career of Waylon Jennings—from his early days as a member of Buddy Holly's
group, The Crickets, through his sometimes combative relationship with the Nashville musical
establishment and his emergence as a viable force in the country music scene, to his current status
as a superstar. Popular music scholars and students as well as country music fans will find this a
valuable source of information, not only on Jennings, but on the country music industry. In his
foreword to this volume, Johnny Cash describes his friend as an American original. A prime source
for one of country music's greatest, this closely-documented history follows the musical career of
Waylon Jennings—from his early days as a member of Buddy Holly's group, The Crickets, through his
sometimes combative relationship with the Nashville musical establishment and his emergence as a
viable force in the country music scene, to his current status as a superstar. Popular music scholars
and students as well as country music fans will find this a valuable source of information, not only on



Jennings, but on the country music industry. In his foreword to this volume, Johnny Cash describes
his friend as an American original. In addition to his relationship with the Holly organization (he
gave up his seat on the plane that would crash shortly after take-off from Mason City, Iowa, in
February 1959 killing Holly, Ritchie Valens, and J. P. Richardson, The Big Bopper), the Sessions
section shows Waylon's association with Willie Nelson, his partnership with Nelson, Cash, and Kris
Kristofferson in forming the Highwaymen group, and his success in the rejuvenated country music
world. Uncompromised, he continues to produce his own brand of Waylon Music. The Discography
numbers 360 pages, including extensive Releases and Billboard Chart sections, making this a
comprehensive reference work. Johnny Cash and Johnny Western both contributed forewords for
their great friend and colleague.
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