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Bachelors in Special Education: A Pathway to Making a Difference

bachelors in special education is more than just an academic degree; it’s a
commitment to supporting and empowering students with diverse learning needs.
For those passionate about inclusive education and dedicated to helping
children and young adults overcome challenges, pursuing a bachelor’s degree
in special education opens doors to a meaningful and rewarding career. This
field blends educational theory, psychology, and practical teaching
strategies tailored for students with disabilities or exceptionalities.

Understanding what a bachelors in special education entails and how it shapes
educators can provide valuable insight for prospective students, parents, or
anyone interested in the field of special education.

What Is a Bachelors in Special Education?

A bachelors in special education is an undergraduate degree program designed
to prepare future teachers and educational specialists to work with students
who have a range of disabilities. These can include learning disabilities,
intellectual disabilities, emotional and behavioral disorders, physical
impairments, and developmental delays. The focus is on developing
instructional techniques that accommodate each student’s unique learning
style, ensuring they receive equitable access to education.

Unlike traditional education degrees, a special education program combines
general teaching methods with specialized courses such as behavior
management, adaptive technology, individualized education plans (IEPs), and
legal aspects of special education. Graduates typically earn certification or
licensure to teach in public or private settings.

Core Components of the Curriculum

A well-rounded bachelors in special education program usually covers several
core areas:

- **Foundations of Special Education:** Introduction to the history, laws,
and philosophies that shape the field.

- **Assessment and Evaluation:** Techniques for identifying student needs and
measuring progress.

- **Instructional Strategies:** Tailored teaching methods for different
disabilities.

- **Classroom Management:** Creating a positive and supportive learning
environment.



- **Collaboration and Communication:** Working with families, therapists, and
other educators.

- **Practicum or Student Teaching:** Hands-on experience in real classrooms
under supervision.

This blend of theory and practice ensures graduates are ready to meet the
demands of diverse learning environments.

Why Choose a Bachelors in Special Education?

Choosing to pursue a bachelors in special education is often driven by a deep
desire to make a positive difference in children’s lives. But beyond the
emotional rewards, there are practical reasons why this degree stands out.

Growing Demand for Special Education Teachers

According to numerous labor market reports, the demand for qualified special
education teachers is consistently high. Many school districts face
shortages, especially in rural or underserved areas. This trend means
graduates with a bachelors in special education often enjoy strong job
security and various employment opportunities.

Impactful Career Opportunities

Special education teachers don’t just deliver lessons; they become advocates,
mentors, and support systems for students and families. The role can extend
beyond traditional classrooms to include:

- Resource rooms for individualized instruction

- Inclusion classrooms alongside general education students
- Early intervention programs

- Vocational training settings

- Private therapy centers or nonprofit organizations

This versatility allows educators to find niches that best match their
passions and skills.

Personal Fulfillment and Growth

Working in special education fosters empathy, creativity, and patience.
Educators learn to celebrate small victories and adapt constantly to new
challenges. For many, this career path becomes a lifelong journey of personal
and professional growth.



How to Prepare for a Bachelors in Special
Education Program

If you're considering enrolling in a bachelors in special education, a few
practical steps can help you succeed and make the most of your studies.

Research Accredited Programs

Not all education programs are created equal. Look for colleges and
universities with accreditation from recognized bodies such as the Council
for Exceptional Children (CEC) or the Council for the Accreditation of
Educator Preparation (CAEP). Accredited programs ensure quality curriculum
and better preparation for licensure exams.

Gain Relevant Experience

Volunteering or working in settings that serve individuals with disabilities
can provide valuable insights before starting your degree. Whether it'’s
tutoring, assisting in classrooms, or participating in community programs,
hands-on exposure helps clarify your passion and build foundational skills.

Develop Strong Communication Skills

Effective communication is crucial in special education. You'’ll frequently
collaborate with parents, specialists, and other teachers. Being able to
clearly explain strategies, listen attentively, and advocate for students is
key to success.

Prepare for the Emotional Journey

Teaching students with special needs can be emotionally demanding. It'’s
important to cultivate resilience and self-care habits early on. Support
networks, mentorship, and counseling resources can help you navigate
challenges throughout your education and career.

Career Paths with a Bachelors in Special
Education

Graduating with a bachelors in special education opens several doors. While



many become certified teachers, the degree also paves the way for related
roles within education and support services.

Classroom Teaching

Most graduates pursue certification to teach in public or private schools.
Special education teachers create and implement Individualized Education
Programs (IEPs), adapt curriculum, and use assistive technology to facilitate
learning.

Behavioral Specialist or Interventionist

Some professionals focus on behavioral support, helping students develop
social skills, emotional regulation, and coping mechanisms.

Educational Consultant

With experience, special educators may advise schools or families on best
practices, resources, and accommodations for students with disabilities.

Paraprofessional or Teacher Assistant

Though entry-level, these roles provide essential support in classrooms and
can be stepping stones to full teaching certification.

Further Education Opportunities

A bachelors in special education also serves as a strong foundation for
advanced degrees. Pursuing a master’s or doctorate can lead to roles in
administration, policy-making, research, or specialized therapy (e.g.,
speech-language pathology).

Important Skills Developed in a Bachelors in
Special Education Program

Beyond academic knowledge, special education programs foster a unique skill
set that is essential for success in this field.



Adaptability and Creativity

No two students learn the same way, so educators must constantly adapt lesson
plans and teaching methods. Creative problem-solving helps in designing
engaging activities that meet diverse needs.

Patience and Empathy

Understanding the challenges faced by students with disabilities requires
compassion and a calm demeanor. These qualities build trust and encourage
positive learning environments.

Collaboration and Teamwork

Special education is rarely a solo effort. Professionals work alongside
therapists, counselors, families, and general education teachers to support
students holistically.

Technical Proficiency

Modern classrooms incorporate assistive technology such as communication
devices, software, and educational apps. Comfort with these tools enhances
instructional effectiveness.

Challenges and Rewards of a Career in Special
Education

Like any profession, special education teaching comes with its own set of
challenges and rewards.

Challenges

- **Emotional Fatigue:** Managing diverse and sometimes intense student needs
can be draining.

- **Paperwork and Compliance:** Developing and maintaining IEPs involves
significant documentation.

- **Resource Limitations:** Some schools may lack adequate funding for
support services or materials.

- **Behavioral Issues:** Addressing disruptive or harmful behaviors requires
skill and patience.



Rewards

- Witnessing students’ progress and breakthroughs firsthand.

- Building strong, impactful relationships with students and families.
- Contributing to a more inclusive educational system.

- Enjoying a career with job stability and varied opportunities.

Embarking on a bachelors in special education journey is a commitment filled
with both challenges and profound rewards. For those who thrive on making a
difference and championing equity in education, this degree offers a
fulfilling career path that shapes lives and communities for the better.

Frequently Asked Questions

What career opportunities are available with a
bachelor's in special education?

A bachelor's in special education prepares graduates for careers such as
special education teacher, instructional coordinator, behavioral therapist,
and support specialist in schools or educational agencies.

What are the core subjects studied in a bachelor's
in special education program?

Core subjects typically include educational psychology, teaching methods for
diverse learners, assessment and evaluation, classroom management, and
strategies for working with students with disabilities.

How long does it typically take to complete a
bachelor's degree in special education?

Most bachelor's programs in special education take about four years of full-
time study to complete, though some accelerated or part-time options may vary
in length.

Is certification required to become a special
education teacher after earning a bachelor's degree?

Yes, in most regions, individuals must obtain state certification or
licensure to teach special education in public schools, which often involves
passing exams and completing supervised teaching experience.

Can a bachelor's in special education be pursued



online?

Yes, many accredited institutions offer online bachelor's programs in special
education, providing flexibility for students who need to balance studies
with other commitments.

Additional Resources

Bachelors in Special Education: A Gateway to Inclusive Learning and
Empowerment

bachelors in special education programs have increasingly become a focal
point for those aspiring to make a meaningful impact within educational
systems. As societies strive for inclusivity and equitable learning
opportunities, the demand for qualified special education professionals
continues to rise. This undergraduate degree not only equips students with
the theoretical knowledge and practical skills necessary to support learners
with diverse needs but also fosters a deep understanding of individualized
teaching strategies and legal frameworks governing special education.

Understanding the Bachelors in Special
Education Degree

A bachelors in special education is an undergraduate program designed to
prepare educators to work effectively with students who have disabilities or
exceptional learning needs. This degree typically spans four years and
combines coursework in educational psychology, developmental disabilities,
behavior management, and instructional methods tailored to students with
physical, cognitive, emotional, or sensory impairments.

Unlike general education degrees, special education programs emphasize
differentiated instruction and individualized education plans (IEPs), which
are critical for addressing the unique challenges faced by students with
special needs. Graduates emerge ready to collaborate with families,
therapists, and other professionals to create supportive learning
environments.

Curriculum and Core Competencies

The curriculum in a bachelors in special education program is multifaceted,
integrating both foundational and specialized content. Core courses often
include:

e Introduction to Special Education: An overview of special education



history, laws, and philosophies.

» Assessment and Evaluation: Techniques for identifying student needs and
measuring progress.

e Behavioral Interventions: Strategies for managing classroom behavior and
promoting positive outcomes.

e Instructional Methods: Tailored teaching approaches for various
disabilities such as autism spectrum disorder, learning disabilities,
and emotional disturbances.

e Collaboration and Communication: Skills for working with
multidisciplinary teams and families.

Practical experience is also a critical component, often fulfilled through
student teaching or internships in special education settings. This hands-on
training allows students to apply theory in real-world classrooms, honing
their ability to adapt lessons and support diverse learners effectively.

Career Prospects and Industry Demand

The field of special education remains robust, driven by increased awareness
and legislative mandates such as the Individuals with Disabilities Education
Act (IDEA) in the United States. According to the U.S. Bureau of Labor
Statistics, employment of special education teachers is projected to grow by
approximately 8% from 2021 to 2031, reflecting steady demand.

Graduates holding a bachelors in special education are typically qualified to
work in public and private schools, specialized learning centers, and early
intervention programs. Some states require additional certification or
licensure beyond the degree, which often involves passing standardized exams
and completing supervised teaching hours.

Salary Expectations and Advancement Opportunities

While salaries vary based on geographic location, level of education, and
experience, special education teachers generally earn competitive wages. The
median annual wage for special education teachers in elementary and secondary
schools was around $63,000 as of recent data, with potential increases as
teachers gain experience or pursue advanced degrees.

Advancement opportunities often include roles such as:



e Special Education Coordinator or Director
e Educational Consultant
e Behavioral Specialist

e School Psychologist (with further education)

Many educators choose to pursue master’s degrees or certifications to
specialize further or transition into administrative positions.

Comparing Bachelors in Special Education with
Related Degrees

Prospective students often wonder how a bachelors in special education
compares to related fields such as general education or educational
psychology degrees. While general education programs provide broad teaching
skills applicable to a wide range of learners, special education courses
focus specifically on accommodating and supporting students with
disabilities.

Educational psychology, on the other hand, delves deeper into the cognitive
and emotional processes underlying learning and behavior. It tends to be more
research-oriented and may require graduate study for professional practice,
whereas a bachelors in special education is typically more practice-driven
and prepares graduates directly for classroom teaching.

Choosing the right path depends on career goals. For those committed to
working directly with special needs populations, a bachelors in special

education offers targeted training and certification pathways that other
degrees may not provide.

Pros and Cons of Pursuing a Bachelors in Special
Education

e Pros:
o Specialized knowledge tailored to diverse learners.
o Strong job market and societal need for qualified teachers.

o Opportunities for meaningful impact on students’ lives.



o Foundation for advanced degrees and certifications.

e Cons:

o Emotional and physical demands of working with students with
complex needs.

o Potential for lower starting salaries compared to some other
professions.

o Requirement for ongoing professional development and certification
maintenance.

Online vs. Traditional Bachelors in Special
Education Programs

With the rise of digital learning platforms, many institutions now offer
online bachelors in special education programs. These options provide
flexibility for working adults or those balancing other commitments. However,
given the hands-on nature of special education, these programs typically
require in-person practicums or internships to gain essential classroom
experience.

Traditional on-campus programs may offer more direct access to faculty
mentorship, peer collaboration, and specialized resources. The choice between
online and traditional formats often hinges on individual learning
preferences, location, and scheduling needs.

Accreditation and Quality Assurance

When selecting a bachelors in special education program, accreditation is a
critical factor. Accredited programs meet rigorous standards set by
educational authorities and professional organizations, ensuring the
curriculum aligns with best practices and legal requirements.

In the U.S., accreditation agencies such as the Council for the Accreditation
of Educator Preparation (CAEP) or regionally recognized bodies validate
program quality. Prospective students should verify that their chosen
institution and program hold appropriate accreditation to facilitate
licensure and employment prospects.



The Broader Impact of Special Education
Professionals

Beyond classroom instruction, graduates with a bachelors in special education
often serve as advocates for inclusive policies and accessibility
initiatives. Their expertise supports the development of educational
frameworks that respect diversity and promote equity.

As awareness of neurodiversity and mental health grows, the role of special
education teachers expands to encompass collaboration with families,
healthcare providers, and community organizations. This multidisciplinary
approach enhances the educational experience and social integration of
students with disabilities.

In this context, the bachelors in special education degree is not merely an

academic credential but a foundational step toward shaping more inclusive and
responsive education systems worldwide.
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stand-alone compendium for exploring moving between different careers. No matter what you do
now or where you are in your education, you *always* have many career options. Use this manual to
quickly and easily learn career moves other people have made.This printable, searchable PDF lists
over 16000 moves to and from particular occupations showing you key information about education
and wages. Includes links to profiles. Sources: Bureau of Labor Statistics, US Department of Labor.

bachelors in special education: Job Title Surfer for Career Exploration Jenny Jones,
2019-03-01 You *always* have more work options than you imagine -- easy surfing across 7700+ of
the most common job titles nationwide; includes key information like approximate wages and typical
education, links to national profiles and groups of jobs where required skills & knowledge are
equivalent. Sources: Bureau of Labor Statistics, US Department of Labor and Oregon Employment
Department (all national data, not limited to Oregon).

bachelors in special education: Comparative Studies in Special Education Kas Mazurek,
Margret A. Winzer, 1994 This unequaled, all-encompassing collection of international programs on
special education will enable educators worldwide to investigate special education practice within
its social context to enhance their own initiatives with new ideas.Comparative Studies divides into
five sections, each with an introduction to the chapters within. This thorough text begins with
limited special education in such venues as South Africa, and Senegal. Section Two addresses
emerging special education in Nigeria, Brazil, and several other locales. Segregated special
education in Japan, Russia, and other countries makes up Section Three, and Section Four explores
countries that are approaching integration, such as Poland and Australia. Integrated special
education is described in Scandinavia, New Zealand, and other nations in the final section.More than
50 noted scholars have contributed to this important work, offering every involved student and
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together a comprehensive collection of employment and education information from federal
statistical agencies. This publicationis a compilation of data about employment and education from
federal statistical agencies. The Census Bureau is the leading source of quality data about the
nation’s people and economy. The Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS) is the principal federal agency
responsible for measuring labor market activity, working conditions, and price changes in the
economy. Together, these agencies produce a wealth of information about the American workforce.
Education and the American Workforce includes information about the jobs that people hold—the
occupations that they pursue and the industries where they work—and the education levels that
people have attained. The geographic location of jobs is important. People often move to locations
where jobs are plentiful, moving away from areas where jobs have decreased as technology and
trends have changed. The education level of a local population can have an impact on the type of
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appropriate educational credentials. This book uses the American Community Survey (ACS) to
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registered nurses, the most numerous of occupations that require a bachelor’s degree. The biggest
numeric decline is expected for Postal Service mail carriers, dropping by about 78,000 in ten years.
When combined with other Postal Service occupations—such as clerks, sorters, postmasters, and
others—a decline of 140,000 jobs is expected for the Postal Service. Among the 75 largest counties,
Bronx County, NY had the highest number of residents age 25 and over with less than a high school
diploma at 29.4 percent while Montgomery County, PA had the lowest percentage at 6.2 percent.
Meanwhile, New York County, NY and Fairfax County, VA had the highest percentage of residents
with a bachelor’s degree or higher at 59.9 percent followed by Montgomery County, MD at 57.9
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population had a bachelor’s degree or higher.
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everything from powdered clay and

Cheese of Sardinia Discover Sardinian cheeses, typical island delicacies made with traditional
techniques and natural ingredients. A journey through the authentic flavors of Sardinia, from
Pecorino to Fiore Sardo

Is Casu Marzu Cheese The Best Sardinian Cheese? - Strictly Sardinia Casu Marzu cheese is
by far the most famous Sardinian cheese. Read about the many kinds of cheese in Sardinia you
should try

15 Sardinian cheeses not to be missed - Italian Traditions Currently the island holds three
designations of protected origin - D.O.P. - for three cheeses prepared with sheep’s milk. Below, we
will discover the 15 cheeses of Sardinia not to be missed

Blog: Sardinia Cheese: A Delicious Dive into the Culinary Heritage Beyond its famed
beaches, Sardinia boasts a rich dairy tradition that has produced some of Italy’s most delectable
cheeses. In this blog, we’ll introduce you to the creamiest

Pecorino sardo - Wikipedia Pecorino sardo (Sardinian: berveghinu sardu; lit. 'Sardinian pecorino')
is a firm cheese from Sardinia made from sheep milk, specifically from the milk of the local Sarda
sheep. [1]

Aternos | Minecraft servers. Free. Forever. Easy to use We don't know, why it could be
complicated to own a Minecraft server. At Aternos it is just as easy as pressing a button. Press a
button now

How to Create Free Minecraft Server with Aternos in Minutes! (EASY) Want to create your
own free Minecraft server without spending a dime? In this step-by-step tutorial, I'll show you
exactly how to set up a Minecraft server

Login or Sign up | Aternos | Free Minecraft Server Log in or sign up to Aternos for free
Minecraft servers and enjoy playing with your friends

Loading Aternos is a free Minecraft server hosting service, offering unlimited slots and mods for
players worldwide

About us | Aternos GmbH Aternos GmbH is one of the leading providers for on-demand Minecraft
game servers. From a hobby project started by a few students in 2013, we have grown into a
company over the years

Aternos Minecraft: Free, Easy Minecraft Server Hosting What is Aternos? Aternos is a free,
easy-to-use server hosting service specifically designed for Minecraft. This platform allows players to
create their own servers, invite friends,

How To Make A Free Minecraft Server Using Aternos - Full Guide Aternos is a free service
that allows users to create and host their own Minecraft servers. With Aternos, there’s no need for
expensive hardware or extensive networking

Create your server | Aternos | Free Minecraft Server Create your own free Minecraft server
with Aternos, customize it with mods and plugins, and play with friends. Sign up now!

Aternos Review: The Best Free Minecraft Server Hosting Option in What is Aternos? Aternos
is a cloud-based hosting platform that specializes in offering free Minecraft server hosting to players
worldwide. Founded in 2013, Aternos allows

How to Create a Server on Aternos - Step-by-Step Guide for In this video, learn how to create
your own free Minecraft server on Aternos quickly and easily. We guide you through every step,
from registration to server customization and launching your

C&A Mode giinstig online kaufen | C&A Online-Shop Entdecke Mode-Trends fiir Damen,
Herren und Kinder bei C&A! Ob es ein langes elegantes Kleid in verschiedenen Schnitten wie ein A-
Linien-Kleid, figurbetontes Kleid, Empirekleid, Fit and

Damenmode gunstig online kaufen | C&A Online-Shop Bei C&A findest Du eine Auswahl an
Designs in verschiedenen Farben und Schnitten. Ob tailliert oder gerade geschnitten, in klassischem
Schwarz oder mutigen Farbtonen - unsere Blazer



Herrenmode giinstig online kaufen | C&A Online-Shop Ob lassig im Alltag, smart im Biro oder
elegant zu besonderen Anlassen - bei C&A findest du hochwertige Mannermode fiir jeden Stil und
jede Gelegenheit. Unser vielseitiges Sortiment

C&A Filialen in Koln - Adresse & Offnungszeiten Zahlreiche Geschafte und grofe Ketten laden
zum Flanieren ein. Eine Vielzahl von Souvenirladen findet sich neben Shops, die Schuhe, Kleidung,
Schmuck, Bucher und Uhren fiithren.

Damen Bekleidung | Damenmode online kaufen | C&A Online-Shop Bei C&A findest Du alle
Trends in der Damenmode und die Wahl muss langst nicht nur auf ein Teil fallen. Bei diesen Preisen
darf es sehr gerne noch ein zweites sein, oder ein drittes, oder

C&A Koln | Adresse & Offnungszeiten | Schildergasse 60-68 Bei uns wirst Du stets freudig
empfangen und findest eine grofSe Auswahl an Mode in aktuellen Trends und hochster Qualitat zu
gunstigen Preisen. Das C&A-Team Koln freut sich Dich im

Herren Bekleidung online kaufen | C&A Online Shop Entdecke die grofSe Auswahl an
Bekleidung fur Herren bei C&A und finde Deinen individuellen Look. Ob klassische
Herrenbekleidung, lassige Freizeitmode oder elegante Outfits - bei uns

Mode im Sale in Top-Qualitat | C&A Online-Shop Wir haben ihn warm geflttert fiir den Winter
und aus leichten Stoffen fur den Fruhling und den Herbst in unserer Sale Kleidung im Angebot.
Wenn es draulSen kithler wird, greifen Sie auch

C&A Miinchen | Adresse & Offnungszeiten | Pasinger Unser C&A Store befindet sich im
schonen Munchen - ein wahres Einkaufsparadies, das Dich und Deine ganze Familie begeistern wird.
Pasing Arcaden ist die Adresse in Munchen, um Deinen

Nouveautés - mode pour femme dans plusieurs styles | E-Shop C&A Entdecke unsere
Neuheiten fur Damen und erschaffe Deinen ganz eigenen Look! Top Qualitat Grofse Auswahl Jetzt
gunstig bei C&A kaufen!

GRILLES de TOMBOLA a imprimer - [20, 30, 40, 50, 100 cases] Nous mettons a votre
disposition plusieurs grilles de tombola vierges a imprimer, gratuites, disponibles en PDF et
PowerPoint et entierement personnalisables selon vos envies

Organiser une tombola - Les idées du samedi Faire une tombola est un bon moyen de récolter
des fonds : quelques astuces et regles pour une bonne tombola

33 idées de prix de tombola uniques et bon marché pour - Zeffy Nous avons répertorié des
idées de tombolas pour les adultes, les enfants et les écoles, ainsi que des themes uniques et des
idées de tombolas bon marché pour tous les ages

Comment trouver des lots de tombola pour votre association Avec ces astuces, vous disposez
de toutes les clés pour dénicher des lots de tombola pour votre école ou association. Que vous
choisissiez de partir en quéte de cadeaux ou d’opter pour une

Kits de tombola - La Souris Verte Vous avez un gros projet a financer ? La tombola maxi
bénéfices vous permet de récolter un maximum d’argent pour votre association, école, BDE ou
Tombola Gagnante : Idées de Prix Originales & Abordables Organiser une tombola réussie ?
Trouvez des prix attractifs et abordables ! Découvrez nos idées créatives pour maximiser vos
chances de succes

Idées de tombola: idées réussies pour la collecte de fonds Voici quelques idées de tombola
supercréatives et rentables pour vous aider a réussir avec vos événements et vos objectifs de
collecte de fonds!

10 conseils pour organiser une tombola en tant qu’association Vous cherchez un moyen de
collecter des fonds facilement pour votre association ? La tombola est un excellent moyen de le faire.
Bingo, voici 10 bonnes pratiques !

Idée de lot a gagner pas cher pour votre tombola Organiser une tombola a moindre cott est un
défi pour de nombreuses associations. Cet article propose des idées créatives pour trouver des lots a
gagner pas chers, en utilisant des

12 idées et stratégies uniques de tombolas pour une collecte Explorez 12 idées de tombolas
innovantes pour rehausser votre prochain événement de collecte de fonds, qu'il s'agisse de tombolas



traditionnelles ou de campagnes
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USM adds bachelor's degree in much-needed field of special education (Mainebiz2y) The
University of Southern Maine is offering a new bachelor's degree, and it's designed to help address
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