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oxford dictionary oxford dictionary oxford dictionary might sound like a repetitive phrase at first glance, but
it underscores the incredible depth and authority this resource holds in the world of English language reference
tools. Whether you’re a student, writer, linguist, or just a curious language lover, the Oxford Dictionary
offers an unparalleled gateway to understanding the nuances, history, and evolving usage of English words. In
this article, we'll explore what makes the Oxford Dictionary stand out, how it has evolved over time, and
why it remains a vital tool for anyone passionate about language.

The Legacy of the Oxford Dictionary Oxford Dictionary Oxford
Dictionary

The Oxford Dictionary is more than just a book—it’s a comprehensive record of the English language that has
been meticulously curated and updated for over a century. Originally published in the late 19th century as the
Oxford English Dictionary (OED), it was an ambitious project aimed at documenting every word in the English
language, along with its historical usage and etymology.

From Paper to Digital: Evolution of the Oxford Dictionary

The journey of the Oxford Dictionary oxford dictionary oxford dictionary reflects the broader shift from
traditional print to digital media. Initially available as a multi-volume set, the dictionary has embraced
technology by offering online access, mobile apps, and even integration with search engines. This digital
transformation has made the Oxford Dictionary oxford dictionary oxford dictionary more accessible,
allowing users to quickly search for word meanings, pronunciations, and examples of usage in everyday
communication.

Why the Oxford Dictionary Stands Apart

What sets the Oxford Dictionary oxford dictionary oxford dictionary apart from other dictionaries is its
scholarly approach. It doesn’t just list definitions; it provides detailed historical context, showing how
words have evolved over centuries. This makes it an invaluable resource for anyone interested in etymology or
linguistic research. Additionally, the dictionary is continuously updated with new words and meanings that
reflect the changing nature of language, keeping it relevant in an era of rapid cultural and technological
shifts.

Exploring the Features of Oxford Dictionary Oxford Dictionary
Oxford Dictionary

Understanding the distinctive features of the Oxford Dictionary oxford dictionary oxford dictionary can help
users maximize its benefits.

Comprehensive Definitions and Usage Examples



One of the defining features of the Oxford Dictionary is the depth of its definitions. Instead of offering brief
explanations, it presents nuanced meanings with examples drawn from real-world texts. This approach helps
users grasp not just what a word means but also how it functions in context, making it ideal for advanced
learners and professionals.

Pronunciation Guides and Language Variants

The Oxford Dictionary oxford dictionary oxford dictionary supports learners worldwide by including phonetic
transcriptions and audio pronunciations. It also distinguishes between British, American, and other English
variants, helping users understand regional differences—a crucial feature for writers, translators, and
language learners navigating global English.

Historical and Etymological Insights

For language enthusiasts, the Oxford Dictionary oxford dictionary oxford dictionary offers fascinating
insights into the origins of words. Each entry often includes the word’s first known use and its linguistic
roots, connecting modern vocabulary to its historical and cultural background.

How to Use Oxford Dictionary Oxford Dictionary Oxford
Dictionary Effectively

While the Oxford Dictionary oxford dictionary oxford dictionary is packed with information, knowing how to
navigate it efficiently can enhance your learning experience.

Leveraging Online Tools

The online Oxford Dictionary platform is a treasure trove of features beyond simple word lookups. Users can
explore word histories, thesaurus entries, and even language trends. Signing up for newsletters or following
the dictionary’s blog can keep you updated on new word additions and language insights.

Incorporating Oxford Dictionary into Daily Learning

Regular use of the Oxford Dictionary oxford dictionary oxford dictionary can dramatically improve
vocabulary and comprehension. Try exploring “word of the day” features, or use the dictionary to verify the
meaning and pronunciation of unfamiliar words encountered in reading or conversation. This habit not only
solidifies understanding but also enriches your expressive abilities.

Using Oxford Dictionary for Writing and Editing

Writers and editors benefit immensely from the precision and depth of the Oxford Dictionary oxford dictionary
oxford dictionary. Consulting it ensures correct word usage, spelling, and grammar, which is especially
important in professional or academic contexts. The dictionary’s guidance on nuances and connotations helps
avoid common pitfalls and enhances the clarity of written work.



Oxford Dictionary Oxford Dictionary Oxford Dictionary in the
Modern World

Language is constantly evolving, and the Oxford Dictionary oxford dictionary oxford dictionary plays a
pivotal role in documenting and shaping this evolution.

Incorporating New Words and Slang

Every year, the Oxford Dictionary oxford dictionary oxford dictionary adds new words that reflect social
changes, technological advancements, and cultural trends. From internet slang to scientific terminology, the
dictionary keeps pace with contemporary language, making it a mirror of society’s linguistic creativity.

Supporting Global English Diversity

English is a global language with countless dialects and variations. The Oxford Dictionary oxford dictionary
oxford dictionary acknowledges this diversity by including words from different English-speaking regions and
recognizing non-standard usages that have gained widespread acceptance. This inclusivity enriches the
dictionary and ensures it serves a broad audience.

Educational and Professional Impact

Educational institutions and workplaces often rely on the Oxford Dictionary oxford dictionary oxford
dictionary as a trusted source for language standards. Its authority lends credibility to academic papers,
legal documents, and business communications. Moreover, its extensive resources support language teaching
and learning across all levels.

Tips for Getting the Most Out of Oxford Dictionary Oxford
Dictionary Oxford Dictionary

To truly harness the power of the Oxford Dictionary oxford dictionary oxford dictionary, here are some
practical tips:

Explore beyond definitions: Use the dictionary to learn about word origins, synonyms, and antonyms.

Use contextual examples: Pay attention to example sentences to understand subtle differences in
meaning.

Make use of audio features: Listen to pronunciations to improve your speaking skills.

Stay curious about language trends: Follow updates to discover new words and usages as they emerge.

Integrate dictionary use into daily reading: When reading articles, books, or news, look up unfamiliar
words immediately.

In essence, the Oxford Dictionary oxford dictionary oxford dictionary is not just a reference book; it’s a



dynamic companion in your lifelong journey with the English language. Whether you are deciphering complex
texts, exploring etymology, or simply expanding your vocabulary, this dictionary remains an indispensable
resource that adapts with the times while preserving the rich heritage of English.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Oxford Dictionary?

The Oxford Dictionary is a comprehensive dictionary of the English language, published by Oxford University
Press, known for its authoritative and detailed definitions.

How often is the Oxford Dictionary updated?

The Oxford Dictionary is regularly updated to reflect changes in the English language, with major updates
typically occurring every few years and online versions updated more frequently.

What makes the Oxford Dictionary different from other dictionaries?

The Oxford Dictionary is renowned for its historical approach, documenting the evolution of English words
over time, and its rigorous editorial standards.

Is the Oxford Dictionary available online?

Yes, the Oxford Dictionary is available online through the Oxford English Dictionary (OED) website and other
Oxford University Press platforms, often requiring a subscription.

Can the Oxford Dictionary be used for academic research?

Absolutely, the Oxford Dictionary is widely used in academic research due to its detailed word histories,
usage notes, and authoritative definitions.

Does the Oxford Dictionary include modern slang and new words?

Yes, the Oxford Dictionary continuously incorporates modern slang, neologisms, and new words as they
become established in the English language.

What are some popular editions of the Oxford Dictionary?

Popular editions include the Oxford English Dictionary (OED), the Oxford Advanced Learner's Dictionary, and
the Concise Oxford English Dictionary.

How can I access the Oxford Dictionary on mobile devices?

The Oxford Dictionary is accessible on mobile devices through official apps available on iOS and Android, as
well as mobile-friendly websites.

Who contributes to the Oxford Dictionary's content?

The content is developed by a team of lexicographers, language experts, and editors who research and verify
word usage from a wide range of sources.



Additional Resources
Oxford Dictionary Oxford Dictionary Oxford Dictionary: An In-Depth Exploration of the Premier
Lexicographical Resource

oxford dictionary oxford dictionary oxford dictionary stands as a cornerstone in the world of lexicography,
representing centuries of linguistic scholarship and the evolution of the English language. The repeated mention
of "oxford dictionary oxford dictionary oxford dictionary" underscores the significance and ubiquitous
presence this authoritative reference commands in educational, professional, and casual contexts alike. This
article delves into the multifaceted nature of the Oxford Dictionary, examining its historical background,
unique features, digital transformation, and its role in contemporary language use.

Tracing the Legacy of Oxford Dictionary Oxford Dictionary
Oxford Dictionary

The Oxford Dictionary, often heralded as the definitive guide to English vocabulary, has a rich heritage dating
back to the 19th century. Its origins lie in the monumental Oxford English Dictionary (OED) project initiated in
1857 by the Philological Society of London, aimed at chronicling every English word from earliest usage to
modern-day meanings. The phrase "oxford dictionary oxford dictionary oxford dictionary" reflects not only
the brand’s prominence but also the layered nature of its offerings—from the expansive historical OED to more
concise versions tailored for general use.

The OED’s exhaustive approach catalogs words with detailed etymologies, usage examples, and chronological
citations, setting it apart from other dictionaries. This historical depth has made the Oxford Dictionary a
vital tool for linguists, historians, and writers. The repeated emphasis on "oxford dictionary oxford
dictionary oxford dictionary" captures how deeply ingrained this resource is in academic research and cultural
literacy.

Comprehensive Features and Modern Adaptations

As language evolves at a breakneck pace, the Oxford Dictionary has adapted by incorporating new words,
slang, and technical terms on a regular basis. The digital era has further expanded its reach, enabling instant
access to updated entries, audio pronunciations, and interactive tools. The phrase "oxford dictionary oxford
dictionary oxford dictionary" resonates in the digital marketplace, where apps and online platforms bring the
lexicon directly to users’ fingertips.

Key features that distinguish the Oxford Dictionary include:

Historical and Contemporary Coverage: The dictionary bridges the gap between archaic and modern
English, ensuring users can trace words through time.

Authoritative Pronunciations: With phonetic transcriptions and audio clips, the Oxford Dictionary aids
in accurate speech and learning.

Regular Updates: Reflecting current usage trends and societal changes, it integrates new vocabulary
faster than many competitors.

Customization and Accessibility: Digital versions offer personalized word lists and cross-platform
availability.

These features underline why "oxford dictionary oxford dictionary oxford dictionary" remains a preferred



reference for educators, students, and language enthusiasts.

The Oxford Dictionary in the Digital Age

The transition from print to digital has been pivotal for the Oxford Dictionary. While its printed volumes
remain prized by collectors and traditionalists, the online and mobile applications have revolutionized how
users interact with this resource. The convenience of searching "oxford dictionary oxford dictionary oxford
dictionary" online has made it an indispensable tool in classrooms, offices, and homes globally.

Comparing Digital Platforms

Several digital platforms now offer access to the Oxford Dictionary, each catering to different user needs:

Oxford English Dictionary Online: Subscription-based, this version provides the full historical and1.
etymological content, ideal for deep research.

Oxford Dictionaries App: Designed for everyday users, it focuses on current vocabulary, language2.
trends, and learning tools.

Integration with Educational Software: Partnerships with learning management systems and writing3.
tools enhance language acquisition and literacy.

By embedding "oxford dictionary oxford dictionary oxford dictionary" within these platforms, Oxford
University Press ensures brand consistency and search engine visibility, making it easier for users to find and
trust their services.

Pros and Cons of the Oxford Dictionary

Even the most esteemed resources have strengths and limitations. Understanding these facets helps users make
informed choices about when and how to utilize the Oxford Dictionary for their linguistic needs.

Pros:

Unparalleled depth and historical accuracy

Frequent and reliable updates

Authoritative reputation in academic and professional circles

Rich digital features catering to diverse learning styles

Cons:

Subscription costs may be prohibitive for casual users

Complexity of the full OED can overwhelm beginners



Some regional dialects and informal language may be underrepresented

The phrase "oxford dictionary oxford dictionary oxford dictionary" encapsulates these nuanced
considerations, reflecting the balance between comprehensive scholarship and practical usability.

SEO Implications and Linguistic Influence

From an SEO perspective, the repetitive use of "oxford dictionary oxford dictionary oxford dictionary" in
digital content can reinforce keyword relevance and improve search rankings, provided it is integrated
naturally. The Oxford Dictionary’s brand strength and authoritative content make it a prime candidate for
inclusion in educational blogs, language forums, and academic publications aiming to boost their visibility.

Moreover, the dictionary’s influence extends beyond definitions—it shapes language norms, spelling conventions,
and even cultural understanding. The ongoing updates to include contemporary terminology, such as
technology-related jargon or socially significant phrases, demonstrate its role as both a record and driver of
language change.

Impact on Language Learning and Writing

The Oxford Dictionary’s comprehensive entries and contextual examples support language learners in acquiring
nuanced vocabulary and correct usage. For writers and editors, it serves as the final arbiter of spelling,
meaning, and grammar. This authoritative status ensures that "oxford dictionary oxford dictionary oxford
dictionary" remains synonymous with linguistic precision.

Educational institutions worldwide rely on Oxford Dictionary resources, integrating them into curricula to
foster literacy and critical thinking. The digital tools, including quizzes, word games, and writing aids, further
enhance engagement and retention.

Looking Ahead: The Future of Oxford Dictionary Oxford Dictionary
Oxford Dictionary

As artificial intelligence and natural language processing evolve, the Oxford Dictionary is poised to
incorporate even more sophisticated features. Predictive language tools, real-time usage analytics, and
personalized learning experiences are likely to redefine how users interact with this venerable resource.

In this dynamic landscape, the enduring repetition of "oxford dictionary oxford dictionary oxford dictionary"
symbolizes not just a brand but a commitment to linguistic excellence and innovation. Whether through
traditional print or cutting-edge technology, the Oxford Dictionary continues to shape and reflect the living
English language in all its complexity.

Oxford Dictionary Oxford Dictionary Oxford Dictionary
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  oxford dictionary oxford dictionary oxford dictionary: Concise Oxford English Dictionary
Angus Stevenson, Maurice Waite, 2011-08-18 The Concise Oxford English Dictionary is one of the
most popular choices in Oxford's renowned dictionary line. This Luxury Edition is perfect for anyone
looking to invest in a reliable resource for home, school, or office. It includes unique features such as
cut thumb tabs, printed endpapers, ribbon marker, with coloured head and tailbands making it a
centerpiece for all bookshelves. This centenary edition of the Concise Oxford English Dictionary
Luxury Edition presents the most accurate picture of English today. It contains over 240,000 words,
phrases, and definitions, providing superb coverage of contemporary English, including rare,
historical, and archaic terms, scientific and technical vocabulary, and English from around the
world. The dictionary has been updated with hundreds of new words--including sub-prime, social
networking, and carbon footprint--all based on the latest research from the Oxford English Corpus.
In addition, the dictionary features an engaging new center section, with quick-reference word lists
(containing, for example, lists of Fascinating Words and Onomatopoeic Words), and a revised and
updated English Uncovered supplement, which examines interesting facts about the English
language. Sprinkled throughout the text are intriguing Word Histories, detailing the origins and
development of numerous words. The volume also retains such popular features as the hundreds of
usage notes which give advice on tricky vocabulary and pointers to help you improve your use of
English. Finally, the dictionary contains full appendices on topics such as alphabets, currencies,
electronic English, and the registers of language (from formal to slang), plus a useful Guide to Good
English with advice on grammar, punctuation, and spelling. This Luxury Edition also includes 12
months' of access to Oxford Dictionaries Online at oxforddictionaries.com.
  oxford dictionary oxford dictionary oxford dictionary: The Oxford English Reference
Dictionary Judy Pearsall, Bill Trumble, 1996 The Oxford English Reference Dictionary extends the
aims of conventional dictionaries to be more useful, more practical, and more informative. It
provides an extensive English dictionary, as well as proper name entries on people, places, science,
etc.
  oxford dictionary oxford dictionary oxford dictionary: The New Oxford Dictionary of
English Judy Pearsall, 1998 1300 special Australian and N.Z. English entries. 2,000 new words that
have recently entered the language. Guidance on how words are used today, including hotly
disputed points, ranging from the split infinitive to politically correct language.
  oxford dictionary oxford dictionary oxford dictionary: Concise Oxford English Dictionary
Catherine Soanes, Angus Stevenson, 2004 In the eleventh edition of this popular dictionary, 240,000
words, phrases, and definitions are covered, including nine hundred new words, as well as rare,
historical, and archaic terms, notes on grammar and usage, etymologies, and appendixes covering
alphabets, currencies, electronic English, and language registers.
  oxford dictionary oxford dictionary oxford dictionary: The Concise Oxford Dictionary Judy
Pearsall, 2001 This dictionary comprehensively covers the vocabulary of the English-speaking world.
It features hundreds of new words and meanings with a special focus on fast-changing areas of the
language such as new technology, e-commerce, fashion, and youth culture. In addition there is a
40-page section including information on countries and nationalities, alphabets and accents, weights
and measures, and a games and puzzles wordfinder. There is also a grammar guide and a section
covering the language emerging through new technologies such as SMS.
  oxford dictionary oxford dictionary oxford dictionary: Paperback Oxford English
Dictionary Maurice Waite, 2012-05-10 Little Oxford English Dictionary is a book to support
knowledge creation of Sara Hawker. Available at a lower price from other sellers that may not offer
free Prime shipping. This is a major new edition of the Little Oxford English Dictionary, offering the
most accurate and up-to-date coverage of essential, everyday vocabulary. Based on evidence from
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the Oxford English Corpus, a unique database with hundreds of millions of words of English, it
provides a fresh selection of 90,000 words, phrases, and definitions. Definitions are given in a clear,
simple style, avoiding technical language, and are easier to understand than ever before, and there
are hundreds of notes on spelling and grammar to help you get it right. A brand-new Factfinder
center section gives easy access to information on topics such as countries and their capitals, kings
and queens, and weights and measures, as well as help with spelling and punctuation. A new, clear
design makes the Little Oxford English Dictionary easy to use, and ideal for use at school, at home,
and in the office. Find out more about our living language using Oxford Dictionaries Online. Hear
how words are spoken with thousands of audio pronunciations, and access over 1.9 million real
English example sentences to see how words are used in context. Improve your confidence in writing
with helpful grammar and punctuation guides, full thesaurus information, style and usage help, and
much more. Discover more on oxforddictionaries.com, Oxford's hub for dictionaries and language
reference.
  oxford dictionary oxford dictionary oxford dictionary: The Oxford Dictionary of American
Usage and Style Bryan A. Garner, 2000 Covers basic grammar, punctuation, spelling, and idiomatic
phrases of American English.
  oxford dictionary oxford dictionary oxford dictionary: Little Oxford Dictionary and
Thesaurus Charlotte Livingstone, 2008-01-01 The Little Oxford Dictionary and Thesaurus provides
an authoritative dictionary and an extensive easy-to-use thesaurus all in one. Designed to be a
convenient and comprehensive reference work, individual entries contain both dictionary definitions
for an accurate and up-to-date guide to the language as well as thesaurus synonyms to increase your
vocabulary and improve your style. Where thesaurus synonyms are slang, derogatory or
old-fashioned uses of words, they are labelled to give you guidance. This new `Little' Oxford book
will be useful on many occasions, from writing a letter to solving a crossword puzzle.
  oxford dictionary oxford dictionary oxford dictionary: Concise Oxford English Dictionary
Oxford Dictionaries,, 2011-08-18 This centenary edition of the world-famous Concise Oxford English
Dictionary presents the most accurate picture of English today.
  oxford dictionary oxford dictionary oxford dictionary: Oxford Dictionaries Source
Wikipedia, 2013-09 Please note that the content of this book primarily consists of articles available
from Wikipedia or other free sources online. Pages: 33. Chapters: A Greek-English Lexicon, A Latin
Dictionary, Brave New Words, Canadian Oxford Dictionary, Compact Oxford English Dictionary of
Current English, Concise Oxford English Dictionary, Dictionary of Medieval Latin from British
Sources, Dictionary of National Biography, James Murray (lexicographer), New Oxford American
Dictionary, Oxford-Hachette French Dictionary: French-English English-French, Oxford Advanced
Learner's Dictionary, Oxford Advanced Learner's English-Chinese Dictionary (7th edition), Oxford
Classical Dictionary, Oxford Dictionary of Byzantium, Oxford Dictionary of English, Oxford
Dictionary of Saints, Oxford Dictionary of World Religions, Oxford English Corpus, Oxford Latin
Dictionary, Oxford spelling, Oxford University Press, Shorter Oxford English Dictionary, The Concise
Dictionary of National Biography, The Oxford Dictionary of English Etymology, The Oxford
Dictionary of Philosophy, The Oxford Dictionary of Quotations, The Surgeon of Crowthorne. Excerpt:
Oxford University Press (OUP) is the largest university press in the world. It is a department of the
University of Oxford and is governed by a group of 15 academics appointed by the Vice-Chancellor
known as the Delegates of the Press. They are headed by the Secretary to the Delegates, who serves
as OUP's chief executive and as its major representative on other university bodies. Oxford
University has used a similar system to oversee the Press since the 17th century. The university
became involved in the print trade around 1480, and grew into a major printer of Bibles, prayer
books, and scholarly works. Its Press took on the project that became the Oxford English Dictionary
in the late 19th century, and expanded to meet the ever-rising costs of the work. As a result, the last
hundred years has seen Oxford publish children's books, school text...
  oxford dictionary oxford dictionary oxford dictionary: The Oxford Dictionary of English ,
2004



  oxford dictionary oxford dictionary oxford dictionary: Oxford Dictionary & Thesaurus Of
Current English ,
  oxford dictionary oxford dictionary oxford dictionary: The concise Oxford dictionary Of
current English H.W. Fowler, F.G. Fowler, 1931
  oxford dictionary oxford dictionary oxford dictionary: Oxford Dictionary of Modern Slang
John Ayto, John Simpson, 2010-02-11 Offering coverage of over 6,000 slang words and expressions
from the Cockney 'abaht' to the American term 'zowie', this is the most authoritative dictionary of
slang from the 20th and 21st centuries.
  oxford dictionary oxford dictionary oxford dictionary: The Concise Oxford Dictionary of
Current English Henry Watson Fowler, 1995-01 This new edition of Oxford's flagship single-volume
dictionary brings you the results of the latest research into the real English of today. Oxford is lead
partner in the British National Corpus, a massive and constantly expanding hundred-million-word
database which allows dictionary editors to sample today's language - newspapers, magazines,
books, advertisements, even transcripts of spoken English. With thousands of occurences ofeach
common word available for instant analysis, lexicographers are able to track the latest trends in, for
instance, spelling and hyphenation or disputed usages, with greater accuracy than ever before. This
rolling, constantly updated `opinion poll of language' combined with Oxford's unparalleledworld
reading programme (we spend more on language research than any other dictionary publisher in the
world), ensures that COD9 is the up-to-date reference for today's English. Bigger and better than
ever before, its new features include: * The most up-to-date spellings, with improved coverage of
meaning and usage based on a computerized `snapshot' of today's language * 25% more content
than the previous edition * New words, including such items as holiday village, nip and tuck, central
locking, ragga, house-sit, Balti, pesto, Cajun, road-pricing, Feyman diagram, supermodel, and
slaphead * New, more up-to-date pronunciation system, representing today's received pronunciation
* Over 300 new boxed usage notes with guidance on good English * New, clearer etymologies *
easier to use with more compounds as main entries
  oxford dictionary oxford dictionary oxford dictionary: The Little Oxford Dictionary of
Current English , 1995
  oxford dictionary oxford dictionary oxford dictionary: The Oxford Dictionary of Current
English R. E. Allen, 1985
  oxford dictionary oxford dictionary oxford dictionary: The Concise Oxford Dictionary H.
W. Fowler, F. G. Fowler, David Crystal, 2011-08-18 The classic original edition of the Concise Oxford
English Dictionary, first published in 1911 in a beautifully reproduced facsimile edition with a new
introductory essay by David Crystal.
  oxford dictionary oxford dictionary oxford dictionary: The Oxford Dictionary of Islam John
L. Esposito, 2004-10-21 The dictionary focuses primarily on the 19th and 20th centuries, stressing
topics of most interest to Westerners. What emerges is a highly informative look at the religious,
political, and social spheres of the modern Islamic world. Naturally, readers will find many entries
on topics of intense current interest, such as terrorism and the Taliban, Osama bin Laden and
al-Qaida, the PLO and HAMAS. But the coverage goes well beyond recent headlines. There are
biographical profiles, ranging from Naguib Mahfouz (the Nobel Prize winner from Egypt) to Malcolm
X, including political leaders, influential thinkers, poets, scientists, and writers. Other entries cover
major political movements, militant groups, and religious sects as well as terms from Islamic law,
culture, and religion, key historical events, and important landmarks (such as Mecca and Medina). A
series of entries looks at Islam in individual nations, such as Afghanistan, the West Bank and Gaza,
Bosnia-Herzegovina, and the United States, and the
  oxford dictionary oxford dictionary oxford dictionary: The Oxford Dictionary of American
Political Slang Grant Barrett, 2006-04-21 Here is a wonderful Baedeker to down-and-dirty
politics--more than six hundred slang terms straight from the smoke-filled rooms of American
political speech. Hatchet Jobs and Hardball: The Oxford Dictionary of American Political Slang
illuminates a rich and colorful segment of our language. Readers will find informative entries on



slang terms such as Beltway bandit and boondoggle, angry white male and leg treasurer, juice bill
and Joe Citizen, banana superpower and the Big Fix. We find not only the meaning and history of
familiar terms such as gerrymander, but also of lesser-known terms such as cracking (splitting a
bloc of like-minded voters by redistricting) and fair-fight district (which refers to areas redistricted
to favor no political party). Each entry includes the definition of the word, its historical background,
and illuminating citations, some going back more than 200 years. (We learn, for instance, that a
term as seemingly current as political football actually dates back to before the Civil War.) Selected
entries will have extended encyclopedic notes. The book also features sidebar essays on topics such
as political words in Blogistan; a short history of big cheese; all about chads and the 2000 election;
the suffix -gate and all the related Watergate terms; and the naming of legislation. Political junkies,
policy wonks, journalists, and word lovers will find this book addictive reading as well as a reliable
guide to one of the more colorful corners of American English.
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