picture books that teach figurative
language

**Picture Books That Teach Figurative Language: Unlocking Creativity Through
Stories**

Picture books that teach figurative language offer a delightful and effective
way to introduce children to the colorful world of metaphors, similes,
idioms, and other literary devices. These books don’t just tell a story—they
paint vivid pictures with words, helping young readers grasp concepts that
might otherwise feel abstract or challenging. By combining engaging
narratives with beautiful illustrations, picture books become a powerful tool
for educators and parents aiming to enrich children’s language skills while
sparking their imagination.

Why Use Picture Books to Teach Figurative
Language?

Figurative language involves expressions that go beyond the literal meaning
of words to create imaginative and impactful descriptions. For children,
understanding figurative language can enhance reading comprehension, writing
skills, and overall communication. However, these concepts can be tricky to
explain through direct instruction alone.

Picture books that teach figurative language bridge this gap by showing
rather than just telling. The illustrations provide visual context that
supports the figurative phrases, making abstract ideas more concrete and
relatable. For example, a metaphor comparing a character’s mood to a stormy
sky is easier to grasp when paired with a picture of dark clouds and rain.

Moreover, picture books engage multiple senses and learning styles. Visual
learners benefit from the art, auditory learners from reading aloud, and
kinesthetic learners can participate in activities inspired by the stories.
This multi-sensory approach deepens understanding and retention.

Types of Figurative Language Featured in
Picture Books
Understanding which types of figurative language are commonly found in

picture books helps parents and educators select titles that best suit their
teaching goals. Here are some of the key figures of speech often highlighted:



Similes and Metaphors

Both similes and metaphors make comparisons, but similes use “like” or “as
while metaphors state one thing is another. Picture books often use these
devices to create vivid imagery. For instance, a book might describe a
character moving “as fast as a cheetah” or declare “the classroom was a zoo”
to convey chaos.
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Idioms

Idioms are expressions with meanings different from their literal words, such
as “raining cats and dogs” or “break the ice.” Picture books that explain
idioms help children understand cultural language nuances and expand their
vocabulary in a fun way.

Personification

Giving human qualities to animals, objects, or ideas is personification. It
a favorite in children’s literature because it animates the world around
them. A book might depict the sun smiling or a lonely tree whispering
secrets, making the story feel magical and relatable.
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Hyperbole

Exaggeration used for emphasis or humor, hyperbole appears frequently in
picture books to make situations more dramatic or funny. A character “so
hungry they could eat a mountain” captures attention and adds excitement.

Top Picture Books That Teach Figurative
Language

Selecting the right picture books can make all the difference in helping
children understand and enjoy figurative language. Here are some standout
titles celebrated for their effective use of literary devices and captivating
illustrations.

"A Bad Case of Stripes" by David Shannon

This humorous tale about a girl who literally changes colors to express her
emotions introduces metaphor and hyperbole in an accessible way. The playful
art complements the exaggerated scenarios, making it a perfect choice for
teaching expression through language.



"Owl Moon" by Jane Yolen

Known for its poetic language and gentle tone, this book employs
personification and metaphor to describe a nighttime adventure. The
descriptive phrases paired with serene illustrations encourage readers to
appreciate the beauty of figurative language in storytelling.

"Where the Sidewalk Ends" by Shel Silverstein

Though more of a poetry collection, many poems are illustrated and serve as
excellent examples of similes, metaphors, and personification. Reading aloud
from this book sparks lively discussions about language play and creativity.

"If You're Happy and You Know It" by James Warhola

This book uses idioms and simple figurative expressions embedded in a
familiar song format, helping younger children recognize and understand
common phrases through repetition and rhythm.

"The Day the Crayons Quit" by Drew Daywalt

Each crayon’s letter is full of personality and figurative language,
including personification and hyperbole. The creative narrative invites kids
to think about emotions and perspectives, enriching their language awareness.

How to Use Picture Books That Teach Figurative
Language Effectively

Reading these books aloud is just the beginning. To maximize learning,
consider incorporating the following strategies:

Interactive Read-Alouds

Pause during reading to highlight and discuss figurative expressions. Ask
children what they think a phrase means or how the illustration shows it.
This encourages critical thinking and deepens comprehension.

Creative Writing Prompts

After reading, invite children to write their own similes, metaphors, or
personifications inspired by the story. This practice reinforces
understanding and nurtures their creative writing skills.



Visual Art Activities

Have kids draw their interpretations of figurative language phrases from the
book. For example, if a metaphor describes a character as “a shining star,”
children might illustrate what that looks like to them.

Figurative Language Scavenger Hunts

Create a list of figurative devices and challenge children to find examples
in the book or in other texts. This gamified approach makes learning fun and
interactive.

Benefits of Learning Figurative Language
Through Picture Books

Using picture books to teach figurative language provides multiple benefits
beyond just decoding phrases:

- **Enhanced Vocabulary:** Children encounter new words and expressions in
meaningful contexts.

- **Improved Reading Comprehension:** Understanding figurative language helps
kids grasp deeper meanings and author’s intent.

- **Boosted Creativity:** Exposure to imaginative language inspires
children’s own storytelling and artistic expression.

- **Cultural Literacy:** Idioms and expressions often reflect cultural values
and traditions, broadening children’s worldview.

- **Stronger Communication Skills:** Learning to use figurative language
enriches both spoken and written communication.

By integrating picture books that teach figurative language into reading
routines, educators and parents can foster a love for language that lasts a
lifetime.

Choosing the Right Picture Books for Different
Age Groups

Not all picture books are suitable for every developmental stage. When
selecting titles, consider the child’s age and language proficiency:

- **Preschoolers:** Look for books with simple similes and clear
illustrations that support comprehension. Repetition and rhythm help
retention.

- **Early Elementary:** Books introducing basic metaphors, idioms, and
personification work well, especially those with humorous or relatable
themes.



- **Upper Elementary:** More complex figurative language and subtle literary
devices can be introduced, including poems and stories with layered meanings.

Balancing entertainment with educational content ensures that children stay
engaged while building foundational language skills.

Picture books that teach figurative language open a doorway to a richer
understanding of words and their power. Through enchanting stories and
captivating images, children not only learn how to interpret and use
figurative expressions but also develop a lifelong appreciation for the art
of language. Whether read at home, in the classroom, or the library, these
books are invaluable resources for nurturing budding readers and writers.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some popular picture books that effectively
teach figurative language?

Some popular picture books that teach figurative language include "A Snowy
Day" by Ezra Jack Keats, "Owl Moon" by Jane Yolen, and "The Day the Crayons
Quit" by Drew Daywalt.

How can picture books help children understand
figurative language?

Picture books use vivid illustrations and engaging stories to provide context
clues that help children grasp the meaning of metaphors, similes,
personification, and other figurative language devices.

Which types of figurative language are commonly
taught through picture books?

Common types include similes, metaphors, personification, hyperbole, and
idioms, as these are often illustrated in ways children can easily visualize
and understand.

Can you recommend a picture book that teaches
similes?

"Similes" by Joan Holub is a great picture book that introduces young readers
to similes with fun examples and colorful illustrations.



How do teachers use picture books to introduce
figurative language concepts?

Teachers read the books aloud, discuss the figurative phrases used, encourage
students to identify them, and engage in activities like creating their own
figurative sentences inspired by the stories.

Are there picture books that focus specifically on
idioms?

Yes, books like "Idioms in Action" by Jennifer Szymanski use stories and
illustrations to demystify idiomatic expressions for young readers.

What age group benefits most from picture books
teaching figurative language?

Typically, children between ages 5 and 9 benefit the most as they are
developing language skills and can understand and appreciate figurative
expressions with visual support.

How can parents use picture books to reinforce
figurative language at home?

Parents can read the books together, pause to explain figurative phrases, ask
questions about meanings, and encourage children to come up with their own
examples.

Do picture books that teach figurative language
improve overall literacy skills?

Yes, learning figurative language through picture books enhances vocabulary,
comprehension, creative thinking, and appreciation of language nuances, all
of which support literacy development.

Can digital picture books be effective for teaching
figurative language?

Absolutely, many digital picture books include interactive features like
animations and read-aloud options that can engage children and reinforce
understanding of figurative language.

Additional Resources

**Unlocking Language Creativity: Picture Books That Teach Figurative
Language**



Picture books that teach figurative language have increasingly become
essential tools in early childhood literacy and language development. These
books provide young readers with vivid illustrations and engaging narratives
that introduce complex linguistic concepts such as metaphors, similes,
personification, and idioms in an accessible and memorable way. As educators
and parents seek effective methods to enhance children's understanding of
figurative language, the role of picture books emerges as a critical area of
interest, blending visual appeal with linguistic enrichment.

The Role of Picture Books in Teaching
Figurative Language

Figurative language is a cornerstone of creative expression and
comprehension, yet it often presents challenges for young learners due to its
abstract nature. Picture books that teach figurative language bridge this gap
by coupling textual examples with visual cues, enabling children to grasp the
intended meanings beyond literal interpretations. Research in educational
psychology underscores the importance of multimodal learning, where images
complement verbal input, fostering deeper cognitive connections.

Moreover, picture books cater to various learning styles, making figurative
language more accessible. For instance, children who struggle with purely
textual explanations can rely on illustrations to decode metaphors or idioms.
This dual coding enhances retention and facilitates the application of
figurative expressions in both oral and written language.

Key Features of Effective Picture Books for
Figurative Language

To maximize their educational impact, picture books that teach figurative
language should possess several critical features:

e Clear Examples: The text should explicitly demonstrate different types
of figurative language, such as similes (“as busy as a bee”) or
personification (“the wind whispered”).

e Contextual Relevance: Figurative expressions must be embedded within
meaningful and relatable storylines, helping children understand their
usage in real communication.

e Engaging Illustrations: Visuals should not only complement the text but
also provide additional clues to the figurative meaning, supporting
inference skills.

Age-Appropriate Language: The complexity of figurative language should



align with the developmental stage of the target audience to avoid
cognitive overload.

e Interactive Elements: Some picture books incorporate questions or
activities that encourage children to identify and use figurative
language actively.

Analyzing Popular Picture Books That Teach
Figurative Language

Several picture books stand out for their effective integration of figurative
language concepts, making them favorites among educators and literacy
specialists.

"A Leaf Can Be..." by Laura Purdie Salas

This book exemplifies how metaphor can be introduced through poetic
descriptions coupled with vivid illustrations. By portraying a leaf as
various objects—like a boat, a hat, or a blanket-—the author encourages
children to think creatively and understand the flexible nature of language.
Its rhythmic structure and repetition aid memorization, while the diverse
metaphors expand vocabulary and conceptual thinking.

"Similes and Metaphors" by Kaye Umansky

Designed specifically to teach figurative language, this title provides clear
definitions alongside humorous examples. The playful tone keeps young readers
engaged, and the bright, expressive images illustrate the concepts
effectively. One notable advantage is its direct instructional approach
within a story context, which balances entertainment with education.

"The Day the Crayons Quit" by Drew Daywalt and
Oliver Jeffers

While not solely focused on figurative language, this book employs
personification extensively as crayons express their feelings. This
imaginative use of language showcases how giving human traits to objects can
create humor and empathy, making it an excellent resource for teaching
personification. The rich illustrations support comprehension of the
emotional nuances conveyed through figurative speech.



Benefits and Challenges of Using Picture Books
for Figurative Language Instruction

Integrating picture books that teach figurative language into curricula
offers numerous benefits:

Enhanced Engagement: Children are more likely to stay interested in
learning when stories are visually appealing and relatable.

Improved Comprehension: Visual context aids in decoding the meaning of
abstract expressions.

Vocabulary Expansion: Exposure to diverse figurative phrases enriches
language repertoire.

Critical Thinking Development: Interpreting figurative language requires
inference and analysis, promoting higher-order thinking.

However, educators should be mindful of potential challenges:

e Literal Interpretations: Some learners may initially interpret
figurative language literally, requiring scaffolding and repeated
exposure.

e Overcomplexity: Books that use overly sophisticated figurative
expressions may discourage or confuse young readers.

e Cultural Variability: Certain idioms or metaphors may not translate well
across cultures, limiting accessibility for diverse classrooms.

Strategies for Maximizing Learning Through Picture
Books

To harness the full potential of picture books that teach figurative
language, educators and parents can adopt several strategies:

1. Pre-Reading Discussions: Introduce key figurative language terms before
reading to set expectations.

2. Active Reading: Pause to discuss illustrations and ask children to
identify examples of figurative speech.



3. Post-Reading Activities: Engage students in creative exercises, such as
writing their own metaphors or drawing scenes inspired by idioms.

4. Repeated Exposure: Revisiting the same book multiple times helps
reinforce understanding and retention.

5. Cross-Curricular Connections: Link figurative language lessons to art,
drama, or writing projects to deepen engagement.

The Future of Figurative Language Learning
Through Picture Books

As digital media continue to evolve, picture books that teach figurative
language are also adapting. Interactive e-books and apps offer multimedia
elements like animations and audio narration, which can further clarify
figurative concepts for young learners. Data from educational technology
studies suggest that such multimodal formats can increase motivation and
comprehension when designed thoughtfully.

Nonetheless, the tactile and aesthetic qualities of traditional picture books
remain invaluable. The balance between print and digital resources will
likely shape the future landscape of figurative language instruction, with
educators needing to select materials based on pedagogical goals and learner
needs.

In the broader context of language acquisition, picture books that teach
figurative language serve not only as instructional aids but also as
catalysts for imagination and linguistic creativity. By cultivating an early
appreciation for the nuances and artistry of language, these books lay a
foundation for lifelong literacy and communication skills.
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picture books that teach figurative language: Picture This! Teaching Standards-Based
Reading Using Picture Books , 2011 To help students transfer reading skills into the content areas,
teachers use picture books to promote basic understanding when reading text in any contextual
area, knowledge of literary elements that help make any text more meaningful, comprehension of
story elements, and critical thinking that helps students read between and beyond the lines.

picture books that teach figurative language: Using Picture Storybooks to Teach Literary
Devices Susan Hall, 1990-01-02 The third volume of Using Picture Storybooks to Teach Literary
Devices joins volumes 1 and 2 of this best-selling series to give teachers and librarians the perfect
tool to teach literary devices to students in grades K-12. In this volume, 120 well-reviewed picture
storybooks, published mainly in the last few years, are listed (sometimes more than once) under 41
literary devices. All-ages picture storybooks, which can be enjoyed by adults, as well as children, are
included. For each device, a definition is given, and descriptions of appropriate storybooks, with
information on how to use them, the art style used in the book, and a curriculum tie-in, are provided.
Among the literary devices included are alliteration, analogy, flashback, irony, metaphor, paradox,
tone, and 34 more. Indexes by author, title, art style, and curriculum tie-in add to this outstanding
book's great value. Grades 4-12.

picture books that teach figurative language: What Every Elementary Teacher Needs to
Know About Reading Tests Charles Fuhrken, 2023-10-10 When he was a student struggling to
concentrate on dreadfully boring passages of standardized reading tests, Charles Fuhrken
remembers thinking to himself, 'Who writes this stuff?' He had no idea that one day it would be him.
' Fuhrken has spent years working as a writer for several major testing companies, and he believes
that what he's learned about testing could be very usefuleven liberatingfor teachers interested in
teaching effective reading strategies as well as preparing students for reading tests. In What Every
Elementary Teacher Needs to Know About Reading Tests (From Someone Who Has Written Them),
Fuhrken' takes the mystery out of reading tests. He explains how reading tests are created, how
standards are interpreted and assessed, and how students can apply their knowledge of reading to
standardized tests.' ' What Every Elementary Teacher Needs to Know About Reading Tests sets the
record straight about the myths and realities of tests and offers extensive, practical strategies that
help students perform well on test day. This ready to use, easy to understand resource provides a
wealth of information about reading tests, including high-quality preparation materials; samples of
the most frequently assessed reading standards; and more than thirty engaging, core-reading
activities. ' Tests require a special kind of savvy, a kind of critical thinking and
knowledge-application that is not always a part of classroom reading experiences. That's why
teachers need to provide students with sound, specific information about reading tests. Only then
can students feel prepared and confident on test day. '

picture books that teach figurative language: How Picturebooks Work Maria Nikolajeva,
Carole Scott, 2013-02-01 How Picturebooks Work is an innovative and engaging look at the interplay
between text and image in picturebooks. The authors explore picturebooks as a specific medium or
genre in literature and culture, one that prepares children for other media of communication, and
they argue that picturebooks may be the most influential media of all in the socialization and
representation of children. Spanning an international range of children's books, this book examine
such favorites as Curious George and Frogand Toad Are Friends, along with the works of authors
and illustrators including Maurice Sendak and Tove Jansson, among others. With 116 illustrations,
How PicturebooksWork offers the student of children's literature a new methodology, new theories,
and a new set of critical tools for examining the picturebook form.

picture books that teach figurative language: Picture Books for the Literacy Hour Guy
Merchant, Huw Thomas, 2013-12-19 First Published in 2000. Over the last 30 years, growth in the
popularity and provision of books for children has been remarkable. The quality and inventiveness of
children's authors and illustrators have led some to think of the picture book as a new art form. This
book is a celebration of some of this work and it concentrates on the potential that picture books
have for the teaching and learning of literacy. The aim of this book is to encourage colleagues to




take a closer look at some of their favourite picture books and to see how they can be used as a
starting point for enjoyable and challenging literacy work in primary classrooms. Believing that
teachers do not need to rely on schemes to structure their English curriculum and with this in mind
this book includes 24 popular titles that have been identified in terms of their potential for delivering
exciting text-, sentence- and word-level work. Written to be used as a resource, and anticipate that
many readers will be most interested the commentaries on the picture books (contained in Chapters
3- 7) and the accompanying photocopiable activity sheets.

picture books that teach figurative language: Challenging and Controversial Picturebooks
Janet Evans, 2015-06-05 It is often assumed that picturebooks are for very young readers because of
their emphasis on the illustrations and their scarcity of text; however, there are increasing numbers
of picturebooks where the age of the implied reader is questionable. These are picturebooks whose
controversial subject matter and unconventional, often unsettling style of illustration challenge the
reader, pushing them to question and probe deeper to understand what the book is about. In
addition to the book challenging the reader, the reader often challenges the book in an attempt to
understand what is being said. These increasingly popular picturebooks work on many different
levels; they are truly polysemic and worthy of in-depth analysis. They push the reader to ask
questions and in many instances are intrinsically philosophical, often dealing with fundamental life
issues. Challenging and Controversial Picturebooks examines these unconventional, non-conformist
picturebooks, considering what they are, their audience and their purpose. It also considers:
Children’s and adults’ thoughts on these kinds of picturebooks. How challenging and unsettling
wordless picturebooks can play with the mind and promote philosophical thought. What creates
non-conformity and strangeness ... is it the illustrations and their style, the subject matter or a
combination of both? Why certain countries create, promote and accept these picturebooks more
than others. Why certain picturebooks are censored and what factors are in play when these
decisions are made. The role of publishers in translating and publishing these picturebooks.
Children’s creative and critical responses to strange, unsettling and often disturbing visual texts.
This inspiring and thought-provoking volume explores the work of a number of highly respected,
international picturebook experts and includes an exclusive interview with the legendary Klaus
Flugge, Managing Director of Andersen Press, one of the few remaining independent children’s book
publishers in England. It is an indispensable reference for all interested in or working with
picturebooks, including researchers, students in higher and teacher education, English
advisors/inspectors, literacy consultants and classroom teachers.

picture books that teach figurative language: Writing from Scratch Shannon Anderson,
2025-01-31 Effective, engaging strategies that will boost your confidence in teaching writing Writing
from Scratch is a positive, encouraging book full of practical techniques for elementary teachers and
students to get the most out of their writing time. Award-winning author Shannon Anderson
presents specific, skill-based lessons through a running theme of baking and cooking. Each lesson,
or “recipe,” will help you serve up effective instruction on writing topics like idea generation,
figurative language, plotting, and structure. This book is designed not just to develop student
writing, but to develop students as writers. The experiences and guidance in Writing From Scratch
will inspire you to plan a year-long curriculum—or jump in mid-year—for writing instruction that will
make a difference for students today, and into the future. Get practical ideas for incorporating
writing lessons into your elementary classroom Build writing exercises into content lessons, for
added writing instruction Inspire students to get excited about writing and explore their identities as
writers Gain the confidence you need to plan a full writing curriculum Teachers in K-5 settings, as
well as principals and education leaders, will benefit from this hands-on writing instruction guide.
Perfect for solo use or as a guide for professional development, Writing From Scratch will have you
cooking up fantastic writing lessons in no time!

picture books that teach figurative language: Radically Inclusive Teaching With
Newcomer and Emergent Plurilingual Students Alison G. Dover, Fernando (Ferran)
Rodriguez-Valls, 2022 Learn how to enact curricular, pedagogical, and policy shifts that nourish



students’ linguistic repertoires, redefine teaching and learning as reciprocal endeavors, promote
student-to-student interactions that help newcomers feel less isolated, and create opportunities for
students to experiment with language in both academic and informal settings. Drawing on their
experience working with hundreds of educators and thousands of students in linguistically diverse
school settings (grades 7-12), the authors challenge readers to engage in critical, collective action
as they transform their approach to languaging, agency, and authority in the classroom. Ideas and
strategies come alive through classroom vignettes, student stories, and samples of student poetry,
prose, and art—as well as examples of linguistically affirming approaches to online teaching. The
book is an enlightening professional conversation that represents the importance and impact of
multicultural and culturally responsive education that ultimately leads to linguistically inclusive
education for newcomers and other language learners. Book Features: Draws from classroom-based
research in linguistically diverse school districts in Southern California that use an arts-based,
multiliteracy enrichment program designed for newcomer and emergent bilingual
students.Examines the ideological, curricular, pedagogical, and political factors that shape the daily
experiences of students who are new to the United States and in the process of incorporating
English into their linguistic repertoires. Shows examples of how educators create classrooms where
newcomer and emergent bilingual students’ identities, languaging, and humanity are invited,
affirmed, and amplified. Features the voices of students who courageously explore their identities,
experiment with their voices, and share their vision of what a radically inclusive community can be.

picture books that teach figurative language: Handbook of Research on Teaching Literacy
Through the Communicative and Visual Arts, Volume II James Flood, Shirley Brice Heath, Diane
Lapp, 2015-04-22 The Handbook of Research on Teaching Literacy Through the Communicative and
Visual Arts, Volume II brings together state-of-the-art research and practice on the evolving view of
literacy as encompassing not only reading, writing, speaking, and listening, but also the multiple
ways through which learners gain access to knowledge and skills. It forefronts as central to literacy
education the visual, communicative, and performative arts, and the extent to which all of the
technologies that have vastly expanded the meanings and uses of literacy originate and evolve
through the skills and interests of the young. A project of the International Reading Association,
published and distributed by Routledge/Taylor & Francis. Visit http://www.reading.org for more
information about Internationl Reading Associationbooks, membership, and other services.

picture books that teach figurative language: The Literate Classroom Prue Goodwin,
2010-12-16 Now in its third edition, The Literate Classroom offers essential information and advice
from leading experts about the teaching of primary English to students, NQTs and less confident
teachers of literacy. Presenting a range of refreshing and challenging viewpoints from experienced
classroom practitioners, this book describes how the theory behind key areas of literacy teaching
can be transformed into realistic learning experiences within the classroom. Split into five sections,
this book outlines effective measures in inspiring children to become confident with all aspects of
literacy through speaking and listening, creative approaches to reading and writing and new
experiences with poetry and drama. This fully updated edition includes: shared and guided reading
and writing guidance on literacy teaching with EAL pupils comprehension through response to
children’s literature working with drama, ICT, poetry and language study new chapters on speaking
and listening, reading aloud to children and children’s development as independent readers. This
accessible and informative collection is a must-have for all trainee and practising teachers, as well
as teaching assistants and support workers, looking to enhance literacy learning in the primary
classroom.

picture books that teach figurative language: RTI Strategies for Secondary Teachers Susan
Gingras Fitzell, 2011-09-21 Fitzell, a teacher, speaker, and educational consultant specializing in
special education and response-to-intervention, shows classroom teachers and intervention
specialists at the secondary level how to use research-based response-to-intervention strategies in
math, vocabulary, reading comprehension, writing, and across the curriculum. After details on
response-to-intervention in general, its efficacy, and the evidence supporting its use in secondary




education, each chapter outlines two or more strategies through sample lesson plans that have been
reformatted to follow response-to-intervention, with discussion of the research on their effectiveness
and instructions for implementation of lessons and extension activities for all three tiers. The last
chapter addresses acceleration centers. Annotation ©2011 Book News, Inc., Portland, OR
(booknews.com).

picture books that teach figurative language: The Routledge Companion to
Picturebooks Bettina Kimmerling-Meibauer, 2017-12-06 Containing forty-eight chapters, The
Routledge Companion to Picturebooks is the ultimate guide to picturebooks. It contains a detailed
introduction, surveying the history and development of the field and emphasizing the international
and cultural diversity of picturebooks. Divided into five key parts, this volume covers: Concepts and
topics - from hybridity and ideology to metafiction and emotions; Genres - from baby books through
to picturebooks for adults; Interfaces - their relations to other forms such as comics and visual
media; Domains and theoretical approaches, including developmental psychology and cognitive
studies; Adaptations. With ground-breaking contributions from leading and emerging scholars alike,
this comprehensive volume is one of the first to focus solely on picturebook research. Its
interdisciplinary approach makes it key for both scholars and students of literature, as well as
education and media.

picture books that teach figurative language: Supporting Reading in Grades 6-12 Sybil M.
Farwell, Nancy L. Teger, 2012-06-11 This book presents a curricular framework for students grades
6-12 that school librarians and teachers can use collaboratively to enhance reading skill
development, promote literature appreciation, and motivate young people to incorporate reading
into their lives, beyond the required schoolwork. Supporting Reading Grades 6-12: A
Guideaddresses head-on the disturbing trend of declining leisure reading among students and
demonstrates how school librarians can contribute to the development of lifelong reading habits as
well as improve students' motivation and test scores. The book provides a comprehensive framework
for achieving this: the READS curriculum, which stands for Read as a personal activity; Explore
characteristics, history, and awards of creative works; Analyze structure and aesthetic features of
creative works; Develop a literary-based product; and Score reading progress. Each of these five
components is explained thoroughly, describing how school librarians can encourage students to
read as individuals, in groups, and as school communities; support classroom teachers' instruction;
and connect students to today's constantly evolving technologies. Used in combination with an
inquiry/information-skills model, the READS curriculum enables school librarians to deliver a
dynamic, balanced library program that addresses AASL's Standards for the 21st-Century Learner.

picture books that teach figurative language: Text Structures From Nonfiction Picture
Books Kayla Brisefio, Gretchen Bernabei, 2025-04-10 Use Nonfiction Picture Books for Lively,
High-Impact Lessons That Inspire Student Reading, Writing, and Response Want to make an
unbelievable story utterly irresistible to young readers? Make sure the story’s true. Nonfiction, like
poetry, can have a bad reputation for being boring, but in the hands of able picture book authors, it’s
anything but. In Text Structures From Nonfiction Picture Books, elementary and middle grade
teachers can channel the curiosity piqued from amazing true tales to help students further their
reading comprehension and writing skills. With the bite-sized format of nonfiction picture books as a
starting point, this practical book shares over 40 low-prep, quick-access lessons to get students
reading, writing, and responding to nonfiction texts with ease. The book provides a wealth of
instruction, including: Step-by-step lessons with multiple ways to use each picture book to prompt
students’ writing and analysis of the text An extensive list of nonfiction picture book titles organized
by books about people, books about places, books about things, and books about animals Topics, text
structures, and writer’s craft moves provided for each book Lessons that introduce kernel essays,
truisms, and reading response Embedded terms, examples, and assignments to teach the vocabulary
of writer’s craft including refrain, polysyndeton, antithesis, and more! Based on master writing
teacher Gretchen Bernabei’s instructional model, the lessons offer a lively, high-impact mix of
reading aloud, discussion, modeling, student writing, and peer share. Plus, readers have access to a



complete companion website full of text structure reproducibles, reading response prompts,
additional lessons and extensions, student samples, and links to demo videos.

picture books that teach figurative language: The Common Core Companion: The
Standards Decoded, Grades 3-5 Leslie Blauman, Jim Burke, 2014-03-28 With the click of a mouse,
anyone has access to the standards. So aligning our instruction should be a snap. If only it were that
simple . . . Jim Burke anticipated the challenges and developed the Common Core Companion series
for K-12. In his next smart move, he deferred to the talents of Leslie Blauman to be author of the 3-5
volume. What makes Leslie Blauman’s Common Core Companion that version of the standards you
wish you had? It’s the way Leslie translates each and every standard for reading, writing, speaking
and listening, language, and foundational skills into the day-to-day what you do: lesson ideas, best
literacy practices, grouping configurations, adaptations for ELL, anchor charts, and so much more.
The wisdom and how-to’s are all here, page by page: The standards for literature and informational
texts put side by side for easier planning Teaching ideas for each standard Recommendations on
how to cultivate the habits of mind that are critical to meeting the standards, including interpersonal
skills, collaboration, and perseverance A glossary of academic language for each standard with
adaptations for ELL students An online bank of graphic organizers, student reproducibles, sample
classroom charts, rubrics, and photos Reproducible planning templates for each standard to help
you map out lessons, select books, generate key questions, and more With 30 years of classroom
experience and consulting in schools nationwide, Leslie Blauman brings to this book a keen eye for
what teachers need in order to get students in the intermediate grades ready as readers, writers,
thinkers, and learners capable of meeting the Common Core’s rising expectations in middle school.
Leslie’s classroom is a working model for child/staff development in reading, writing, and critical
thinking in collaboration with the Public Education & Business Coalition (PEBC). When considering
the CCSS, we need to remember that teachers do not teach standards. Teachers teach kids! A
classroom teacher who mixes it up with kids every day, Leslie Blauman teaches as if her hair’s on
fire --STEPHANIE HARVEY Coauthor of The Comprehension Toolkit

picture books that teach figurative language: The Common Core Companion: The
Standards Decoded, Grades K-2 Sharon Taberski, Jim Burke, 2014-05-13 It’s the teaching around
the standards that counts! What makes Sharon Taberski’'s Common Core Companion “that version of
the standards you wish you had?” It’s the way Sharon translates each and every standard for
reading, writing, speaking and listening, language, and foundational skills into the day-to-day “what
you do.” It’s all here: The standards for literature and informational texts put side by side for easier
planning More than a dozen teaching ideas for each standard Recommendations on how to cultivate
critical habits of mind A glossary of academic language for each standard An online bank of graphic
organizers, reproducibles, charts, and more

picture books that teach figurative language: The Art of Teaching and Studying Languages
Francois Gouin, 1894

picture books that teach figurative language: Literacy Assessment and Intervention for
Classroom Teachers Beverly A. DeVries, 2019-05-31 The fifth edition of this comprehensive resource
helps future and practicing teachers recognize and assess literacy problems, while providing
practical, effective intervention strategies to help every student succeed. DeVries thoroughly
explores the major components of literacy, offering an overview of pertinent research, suggested
methods and tools for diagnosis and assessment, intervention strategies and activities, and
technology applications to increase students' skills. Updated to reflect the needs of teachers in
increasingly diverse classrooms, the fifth edition addresses scaffolding for English language
learners, and offers appropriate instructional strategies and tailored teaching ideas to help both
teachers and their students. Several valuable appendices include assessment tools, instructions and
visuals for creating and implementing the book's more than 150 instructional strategies and
activities, and other resources. New to the Fifth Edition: Up-to-date and in line with ILA, CCSS, and
most state and district literacy standards, this edition also addresses the important shifts and
evolution of these standards. New chapter on Language Development, Speaking, and Listening



covers early literacy, assessment, and interventions. New intervention strategies and activities are
featured in all chapters and highlight a stronger technology component. Updated Companion
Website with additional tools, resources, and examples of teachers using assessment strategies.

picture books that teach figurative language: International Journal of Language Studies
(IJLS) ] volume 14(2) Mohammad Ali Salmani Nodoushan,
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