frank herbert the white plague

Frank Herbert and The White Plague: A Deep Dive into a Chilling Sci-Fi Classic

frank herbert the white plague is a phrase that immediately brings to mind a gripping
tale of bio-terrorism, human tragedy, and moral complexity. While Frank Herbert is most
famously known for his epic science fiction saga, Dune, his novel The White Plague stands
out as a powerful standalone work. This book explores themes of revenge, societal collapse,
and the ethical dilemmas surrounding scientific advances, all wrapped in a tense and
thought-provoking narrative.

If you're a fan of speculative fiction or interested in novels that challenge the reader to

think deeply about humanity and technology, understanding Frank Herbert’'s The White
Plague is a rewarding journey. Let’s delve into what makes this novel so compelling and
why it remains relevant decades after its publication.

The Genesis of The White Plague

Frank Herbert wrote The White Plague in 1982, during a time when the Cold War’s shadow
loomed large and fears of biological warfare were not just the stuff of fiction. Herbert,
known for his intricate world-building and philosophical musings in Dune, took a different
but equally intense approach with The White Plague. Instead of focusing on political intrigue
among noble houses, he turned his attention to a personal vendetta with global
consequences.

At its core, The White Plague is a response to trauma and loss. The protagonist, John Roe
O’Neill, is an Irish molecular biologist whose wife and children are killed in a terrorist
bombing in England. Overcome by grief and rage, he engineers a deadly biological agent
that selectively kills women, unleashing a plague that devastates societies worldwide. This
premise sets the stage for a dark exploration of revenge and the ripple effects of human
actions on a global scale.

Plot Overview and Key Themes

The story unfolds in a near-future world where the White Plague virus spreads rapidly,
causing chaos and fear. As governments scramble to respond, social order begins to break
down, and the novel examines how individuals and societies cope with unprecedented
crisis.

Revenge and Its Consequences

John Roe O’Neill’s personal vendetta drives the narrative, but Herbert doesn’t present
revenge as a simple or justifiable act. Instead, the novel probes the destructive cycle that



revenge can initiate. O’Neill’s decision to target women specifically is both a horrifying
weaponization of biology and a twisted reflection of his pain. This selective aspect of the
plague raises questions about gender, power, and vulnerability.

Science and Ethics

The White Plague also acts as a cautionary tale about the misuse of scientific knowledge.
O’Neill’s expertise in molecular biology enables him to create a pathogen that defies
conventional understanding, highlighting the double-edged sword of scientific
advancement. Herbert delves into the ethical responsibilities that come with such power,
urging readers to consider the ramifications of scientific breakthroughs in the wrong hands.

Societal Collapse and Human Resilience

As the plague spreads, the novel depicts the breakdown of governments, economies, and
social norms. Herbert's portrayal is unflinching, showing both the worst and best of
humanity. Amid the chaos, some characters strive to rebuild and find hope, illustrating
human resilience even in the face of near-apocalyptic circumstances.

Characters That Drive The White Plague

The characters in The White Plague are complex and multi-dimensional, providing a human
face to the larger themes.

- ¥**John Roe O’Neill**: As the protagonist and antagonist, O’Neill’s character challenges
readers to grapple with empathy and revulsion simultaneously. His transformation from a
grieving father to a bioterrorist underscores the psychological toll of loss.

- **Government Officials and Scientists**: Various secondary characters represent the
institutional response to the crisis. Their struggles highlight the difficulties in managing a
biological catastrophe, from containment efforts to moral debates.

- **Qrdinary People**: Herbert also includes perspectives from everyday individuals
affected by the plague, adding depth and realism to the story.

Why The White Plague Remains Relevant Today

In today’s world, where pandemics and biosecurity are prominent concerns, Frank Herbert’s
The White Plague feels eerily prescient. The novel’s exploration of biological threats,
societal reactions, and ethical quandaries resonates more than ever.



Bioterrorism and Global Security

The fear of bioterrorism has only increased in recent decades, making The White Plague’s
premise particularly chilling. Herbert’s novel serves as a reminder of how vulnerable
societies can be to microscopic agents and the catastrophic potential if such weapons fall
into the wrong hands.

Gender and Social Commentary

The virus’s selective targeting of women is a unique and provocative narrative choice that
prompts reflection on gender dynamics and the impact of violence on marginalized groups.
It raises uncomfortable but important questions about how societies value and protect
different populations.

The Role of Science in Society

As genetic engineering and biotechnology advance at a rapid pace, The White Plague’s
ethical considerations remain crucial. Herbert’'s work encourages ongoing dialogue about
the responsibilities scientists hold and the importance of safeguarding their discoveries
from misuse.

How to Approach Reading The White Plague

If you're new to Frank Herbert beyond Dune, The White Plague offers a different but equally
engaging experience. Here are some tips for getting the most out of the novel:

* Focus on the moral questions: Pay attention to the ethical dilemmas faced by
characters rather than just the plot mechanics.

e Consider the historical context: Understanding the Cold War era anxieties can
deepen your appreciation of the story’s themes.

* Reflect on contemporary parallels: Think about how the novel’s scenarios relate
to current issues like pandemics and biosecurity.

e Engage with the characters’ psychology: The emotional depth of O’Neill and
others adds layers that enrich the narrative.



Frank Herbert’s Legacy Beyond Dune

While many readers associate Frank Herbert solely with the Dune series, The White Plague
showcases his versatility as a writer. His ability to tackle complex scientific and
philosophical topics in an accessible and compelling way is evident here. The novel adds to
his legacy as a pioneer of thoughtful science fiction that goes beyond escapism to provoke
meaningful reflection.

In exploring themes of tragedy, revenge, and the consequences of human actions, The
White Plague complements Herbert’s broader body of work. It reminds us that science
fiction can serve as a mirror to our world’s fears and hopes, urging vigilance and
compassion in equal measure.

Whether you’re a longtime fan of Frank Herbert or discovering him for the first time, The
White Plague offers a powerful narrative that lingers long after the last page. Its chilling
premise combined with incisive commentary makes it a must-read for anyone interested in
the intersection of science, ethics, and human nature.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Frank Herbert in relation to ‘'The White Plague'?

Frank Herbert is the author of the novel 'The White Plague,' which was published in 1982.
He is best known for his science fiction works, particularly the 'Dune' series.

What is the central theme of Frank Herbert's 'The White
Plague'?

The central theme of 'The White Plague' is the impact of biological warfare and the
consequences of revenge, as the story revolves around a scientist who unleashes a deadly
plague targeting women after a personal tragedy.

When was 'The White Plague' by Frank Herbert first
published?

‘The White Plague' was first published in 1982.

What genre does Frank Herbert's 'The White Plague'
belong to?

‘The White Plague' is a science fiction novel with elements of thriller and speculative fiction,
focusing on biological and societal issues.



What is the plot of 'The White Plague' by Frank
Herbert?

The plot follows a molecular biologist named John Roe O'Neill, who creates a plague that
kills women after his family is murdered by terrorists, leading to global chaos and ethical
dilemmas.

How has 'The White Plague' by Frank Herbert
influenced discussions on biological warfare?

'The White Plague' has been influential in exploring the moral and societal consequences of
biological warfare, prompting readers and scholars to consider the ethical implications of
using disease as a weapon.

Additional Resources
Frank Herbert’'s The White Plague: A Deep Dive into a Chilling Apocalyptic Vision

frank herbert the white plague stands as a compelling work within the realm of
speculative fiction, blending science fiction, political commentary, and psychological
exploration into a gripping narrative. Unlike Herbert’s more famous Dune series, The White
Plague takes a darker, more immediate approach to the consequences of human actions,
focusing on themes of vengeance, bio-terrorism, and societal collapse. This article delves
into the novel’s core themes, narrative structure, and its relevance in the context of
modern-day anxieties surrounding pandemics and global insecurity.

Contextualizing The White Plague within Frank
Herbert’'s Oeuvre

Frank Herbert, celebrated primarily for his groundbreaking Dune saga, ventured into a
different thematic territory with The White Plague, published in 1982. The novel diverges
from the expansive interstellar politics and ecology of Dune, rooting itself firmly in a near-
future Earth scenario. It explores the devastating effects of a genetically engineered plague
unleashed as an act of revenge, highlighting Herbert’s ability to marry scientific plausibility
with intense human drama.

Within Herbert’'s body of work, The White Plague is distinctive for its focus on bio-
engineered catastrophe and its psychological portrayal of grief-fueled vengeance. The
novel reflects Herbert’'s ongoing interest in the intersection of science, power, and human
nature, while showcasing his adeptness at envisioning complex societal breakdowns.

Plot Overview and Thematic Exploration



At its core, The White Plague tells the story of John Roe O’Neill, an American molecular
biologist whose wife and children are killed in an IRA bombing in Ireland. Consumed by grief
and rage, O’Neill engineers a virulent plague that selectively kills women, unleashing it
across Ireland as an act of bio-terrorism. The novel follows the global fallout from this act,
depicting the unraveling of social order, political responses, and the moral ambiguity of
revenge.

The Role of Revenge and Moral Ambiguity

Herbert’s narrative probes the destructive cycle of retaliation. O’Neill’s transformation from
scientist to avenger raises ethical questions about the limits of justice and the human
capacity for cruelty under emotional duress. The plague’s gender-selective nature adds a
disturbing layer of commentary on societal structures and gender dynamics, forcing
readers to confront uncomfortable realities about violence and suffering.

Scientific Plausibility and Bioengineering

The White Plague is notable for its incorporation of contemporary (for its time) scientific
knowledge about genetics and virology. Herbert carefully constructs the fictional pathogen
with a believable scientific foundation, enhancing the novel’s suspense and credibility. This
attention to scientific detail anticipates modern concerns about bio-terrorism and the
ethical boundaries of genetic manipulation.

Comparative Analysis: The White Plague and
Other Pandemic Narratives

While pandemic fiction has a long history, Frank Herbert’s The White Plague distinguishes
itself through its unique focus on targeted biological warfare and psychological motivations.
Unlike more generalized outbreak stories such as Stephen King’s The Stand or Richard
Preston’s The Hot Zone, Herbert zeroes in on the personal vendetta that catalyzes a global
crisis.

The selective killing mechanism of the plague, targeting women exclusively, is a bold
narrative choice that sets the novel apart. It foregrounds societal gender imbalances and
the catastrophic consequences of disrupting demographic structures. This thematic angle
resonates with other works that explore gendered violence but remains relatively rare in
pandemic literature.

Pros and Cons of Herbert’s Approach

e Pros: The novel’s scientific grounding lends credibility; the psychological depth of the



protagonist adds complexity; the gender-focused plague offers a fresh perspective.

e Cons: Some readers may find the pacing uneven; the bleakness of the narrative can
be emotionally taxing; occasional scientific explanations may feel dense.

Legacy and Modern Relevance of The White
Plague

In an era marked by heightened awareness of pandemics and the ethical dilemmas of
biotechnology, Frank Herbert’s The White Plague remains strikingly relevant. The novel
anticipates many contemporary fears about engineered pathogens and the fragility of
modern societies. Its exploration of grief-driven extremism also echoes ongoing discussions
about the roots of terrorism and radicalization.

Additionally, The White Plague’s examination of societal breakdown offers a cautionary tale
about the consequences of unchecked vengeance and the importance of ethical restraint in
scientific pursuits. Its prescient themes invite reflection on how humanity navigates crises
that blend biological, political, and emotional dimensions.

Adaptations and Cultural Impact

Despite its rich narrative and thematic depth, The White Plague has not achieved the same
level of cultural penetration as Herbert’'s Dune. However, scholars and fans of speculative
fiction continue to recognize its significance as a thought-provoking exploration of bio-
terrorism. The novel has influenced discussions around bioethics and has been cited in
academic contexts addressing the societal implications of genetic engineering.

Writing Style and Narrative Devices

Herbert employs a multi-perspective narrative, shifting viewpoints among various
characters affected by the plague. This technique broadens the novel’s scope, illustrating
the widespread impact of the crisis while deepening readers’ understanding of individual
responses. His prose balances clinical description with emotional intensity, creating a tense
atmosphere that sustains reader engagement.

The novel’s structure, divided into parts that chronologically track the plague’s emergence
and aftermath, facilitates a comprehensive exploration of cause and effect. Herbert’'s use of
internal monologues and flashbacks enriches character development, particularly in
illuminating O’Neill’s psychological transformation.



Character Analysis

John Roe O’Neill stands out as one of Herbert’'s most complex protagonists. His journey
from scientist to avenger embodies the novel’s central tension between rationality and
emotion. Secondary characters, including political leaders and victims, provide contrasting
perspectives on the crisis, underscoring themes of power, fear, and resilience.

Conclusion

Frank Herbert’s The White Plague is a profound and unsettling exploration of the
intersections between science, vengeance, and societal collapse. Its unique focus on a
gender-targeted biological weapon sets it apart within pandemic literature, while its rich
psychological and ethical inquiries elevate it beyond mere thriller territory. For readers
interested in speculative fiction that challenges both the mind and conscience, The White
Plague offers a compelling, if sobering, narrative that continues to resonate in today’s
world.
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frank herbert the white plague: The White Plague Frank Herbert, 2025-09-18 John Roe
O'Neill, molecular biologist, American of Irish descent, saw the car bomb explosion that killed
instantly his wife Mary and their twin five-year-olds, Kevin and Mairead. Physically almost
unharmed, a shock wave of blinding, all-engulfing hatred and revulsion seared through his mind.
Revulsion not just for the bombers but for a world that could produce such horror. And he sought
revenge on that world, creating and unleashing the most devastating plague. As his plague swept
the world, bringing not just death but the mad anarchy of terror, he went on a journey where he was
forced to see the awfulness of his own handiwork...

frank herbert the white plague: Medieval Invasions in Modern Irish Literature J. Ulin,
2013-11-13 Medieval Invasions in Modern Irish Literature offers the first book-length treatment of
the literary return to and reinterpretation of Giraldus Cambrensis's twelfth century The History of
the Conquest of Ireland. Writers studied include W.B. Yeats, Lady Gregory, James Joyce, Sean
O'Faoldin, Michedl Mac Liammoir, Brendan Behan and Jamie O'Neill.
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2020-10-30 Die PHANTASTISCH! ist eine Zeitschrift fur Science Fiction, Fantasy und Horror -
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alle 3 Monate neu in gedruckter Form (5,95 Euro) und als PDF-Ausgabe (3,99 Euro). Die Ausgabe 80
bietet unter anderem Artikel uber die Comic-Serie Berserker Unbound, den Roman Schuss ins All,
den Film After Midnight und die Horspielserie Und auf Erden Stille, einen Nachruf auf Konrad
Schaef, Interviews mit den Schriftstellern Drew Williams und Tom Gauld, viele Rezensionen, News
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und die Kurzgeschichten Homo sapiens von Helga Anton-Beitz und Durch den Kamin von Markus K.
Korb.

frank herbert the white plague: Postapocalyptic Fiction and the Social Contract Claire P.
Curtis, 2010-07-17 Postapocalyptic Fiction and the Social Contract: 'We'll Not Go Home Again'
provides a framework for our fascination with the apocalyptic events. The popular appeal of the end
of the world genre is clear in movies, novels, and television shows. Even our political debates over
global warming, nuclear threats, and pandemic disease reflect a concern about the possibility of
such events. This popular fascination is really a fascination with survival: how can we come out
alive? And what would we do next? The end of the world is not about species death, but about
beginning again. This book uses postapocalyptic fiction as a terrain for thinking about the state of
nature: the hypothetical fiction that is the driving force behind the social contract. The first half of
the book examines novels that tell the story of the move from the state of nature to civil society
through a Hobbesian, a Lockean, or a Rousseauian lens, including Lucifer's Hammer by Larry Niven
and Jerry Pournelle, Alas, Babylon by Pat Frank, Malevil by Robert Merle, and Into the Forest by
Jean Hegland. The latter half of the book examines Octavia Butler's postapocalyptic Parable series in
which a new kind of social contract emerges, one built on the fact of human dependence and
vulnerability.

frank herbert the white plague: Ferocious Minds Damien Broderick, 2005-01-01 Two
centuries ago, the first Enlightenment failed when its dream of reason smashed into the passions
and fury of stubborn humans. Without a deep, broad understanding of the world, the emerging
Enlightenment was left floundering, its best impulses perverted into the bloody excess of the French
Revolution. Arguably, its idealism and noble goals led directly, and shockingly, to the 20th century's
totalitarian nightmares. Now the 21st century is learning anew the Faustian hunger to know
everything that can be known. But Enlightenment values of reason and tolerance, enriched by new
knowledge, face a complex world no less eager to embrace medieval terrorism and ancient
superstitions, a world bizarrely denying itself many of the fresh opportunities amd insights availed
by science. Can we find cures for poverty, unhappiness, ignorance, the ruination of the planet,
aging, and perhaps for death itself? If so, should we? Damien Broderick's own ferocious mind invites
you to explore today's unexpected treasure-house of understanding-and provides enticing glimpses
of tomorrow's.

frank herbert the white plague: Deep California Craig Chalquist, 2008-06 California has
been invaded by three imperial powers: Spain, Mexico, and the United States. Deep California
examines in depth the lingering psychological traumas and motifs emanating from that long history
of conquest. These unhealed events have not been left in the past: they recur symbolically again and
again, growing in intensity as the overbuilt land and its distracted occupiers unconsciously but
definitively demonstrate that environmental justice and social justice can no longer be thought of as
separate. Pacing crusaders and colonizers from county to county along El Camino Real, Deep
California studies the lingering impact of continuous oppression of people and places as images and
themes of displacement and exile filter down into architecture, agriculture, politics, art, culture,
psychology, and even folklore and dream. Yet within the shadows cast over California also dwell
resistance, humor, irony, tragedy, and hope for more heartfelt and soulful connections to this
story-rich land of the sundown sea. History is an inadequate term for such a sweeping and deep
discovery of how the past informs the present. This work deserves to be read widely by all
Californians and Americans, and taken to heart, and the hard lessons applied to all places we inhabit
on this stolen land. -Lesley Thomas, author of Flight of the Goose (Far Eastern Press, 2005) A
monumental and much-needed study in depth of the conquest, occupation, traumatization, and
animation of the mission cities and counties of coastal California, places which have worked their
way into our unsuspecting psyches. -Linda Buzzell, MA, MFT, co-editor of Ecotherapy: Healing with
Nature in Mind (Sierra Club Books, 2009)

frank herbert the white plague: The White Plague Frank Herbert, Bradford Dillman, 1986

frank herbert the white plague: Wastelands John Joseph Adams, 2013-06-13 An anthology of



post-apocalyptic short fiction from some of the biggest names in science fiction and speculative
fiction - including Stephen King, George R. R. Martin and Orson Scott Card Famine, Death, War, and
Pestilence: The Four Horsemen of the Apocalypse, the harbingers of Armageddon - these are our
guides through the Wastelands . . . From the Book of Revelations to The Road Warrior; from A
Canticle for Leibowitz to The Road, storytellers have long imagined the end of the world, weaving
tales of catastrophe, chaos, and calamity. Gathering together the best post-apocalyptic literature of
the last two decades from many of today's most renowned authors of speculative fiction, including
George R.R. Martin, Gene Wolfe, Orson Scott Card, Carol Emshwiller, Jonathan Lethem, Octavia E.
Butler, and Stephen King, Wastelands explores the scientific, psychological, and philosophical
questions of what it means to remain human in the wake of Armageddon. Praise for Wastelands:
'‘Arguably my favorite anthology of all time - just packed with speculative masterworks' - Paul Goat
Allen, Barnes & Noble.com 'A first-rate anthology that quite convincingly represents the more recent
SFnal view of the apocalypse' - Locus 'I can't help but give this collection the highest
recommendation. I think this will be a cornerstone for most reader's shelves' - SFFWorld 'A
well-chosen selection of well-crafted stories, offering something to please nearly every
postapocalyptic palate' - Booklist

frank herbert the white plague: Sun Tzu in Space Gregory D. Miller, 2023-03-14 Sun Tzu in
Space provides a novel way of thinking about the future, connecting international relations, history,
and science fiction to better understand some of the various paths for future human activities in
space. Simultaneously, it provides a way to use science fiction to help students and the public learn
about international relations and the cyclical nature of history. Author Gregory D. Miller uses case
studies, history, and foundational international relations concepts to draw big, or at least possible,
conclusions about humanity‘s future in space. By combining the lessons of science fiction, and the
facts of the past, Miller presents possible outcomes with a goal of illuminating where things could go
wrong, or wonderfully right, as humans venture forth into space in greater numbers in the in the
decades to come.

frank herbert the white plague: Nanoethics Fritz Allhoff, Patrick Lin, James H. Moor, John
Weckert, 2007-08-10 Nanotechnology will eventually impact every area of our world Nanoethics
seeks to examine the potential risks and rewards of applications of nanotechnology. This up-to-date
anthology gives the reader an introduction to and basic foundation in nanotechnology and
nanoethics, and then delves into near-, mid-, and far-term issues. Comprehensive and authoritative,
it: Goes beyond the usual environmental, health, and safety (EHS) concerns to explore such topics as
privacy, nanomedicine, human enhancement, global regulation, military, humanitarianism,
education, artificial intelligence, space exploration, life extension, and more Features contributions
from forty preeminent experts from academia and industry worldwide, reflecting diverse
perspectives Includes seminal works that influence nanoethics today Encourages an informed,
proactive approach to nanoethics and advocates addressing new and emerging controversies before
they impede progress or impact our welfare This resource is designed to promote further
investigations and a broad and balanced dialogue in nanoethics, dealing with critical issues that will
affect the industry as well as society. While this will be a definitive reference for students, scientists
in academia and industry, policymakers, and regulators, it's also a valuable resource for anyone who
wants to understand the challenges, principles, and potential of nanotechnology.

frank herbert the white plague: Utopie und dystopie in den neuen englischen
Literaturen Ralph Pordzik, Hans Ulrich Seeber, 2002

frank herbert the white plague: Remainders of the American Century Brent Ryan
Bellamy, 2021-03-08 This book explores the post-apocalyptic novel in American literature from the
1940s to the present as reflections of a growing anxiety about the decline of US hegemony.
Post-apocalyptic novels imagine human responses to the aftermath of catastrophe. The shape of the
future they imagine is defined by the remainder, when what is left behind expresses itself in
storytelling tropes. Since 1945 the portentous fate of the United States has shifted from the
irradiated future of nuclear holocaust to the saltwater wash of global warming. Theorist Brent Ryan



Bellamy illuminates the political unconscious of post-apocalyptic writing, drawing on a range of
disciplinary fields, including science fiction studies, American studies, energy humanities research,
and critical race theory. From George R. Stewart's Earth Abides to N.K. Jemisin's The Fifth Season,
Remainders of the American Century describes the tension between a reactionary impulse and the
progressive impetus for a new world. Brent Ryan Bellamy weaves a rich and diverse tapestry of
fictions, all of which navigate the changing valences of apocalypse, survival, and remainders during
the rise and fall of the post-Second World War 'American Century.' Given the global post-apocalyptic
reality we all currently inhabit, this is a timely and significant study. Brent Ryan Bellamy weaves a
rich and diverse tapestry of fictions, all of which navigate the changing valences of apocalypse,
survival, and remainders during the rise and fall of the post-Second World War 'American Century.'
Given the global post-apocalyptic reality we all currently inhabit, this is a timely and significant
study. —Gerry Canavan, author of Octavia E. Butler

frank herbert the white plague: Historical Dictionary of Science Fiction in Literature M.
Keith Booker, 2014-10-01 The Historical Dictionary of Science Fiction in Literature is a useful
reference to the broad and burgeoning field of science fiction literature. Science fiction literature
has gained immensely in critical respect and attention, while maintaining a broad readership.
However, despite the fact that it is a rapidly changing field, contemporary science fiction literature
also maintains a strong sense of its connections to science fiction of the past, which makes a
historical reference of this sort particularly valuable as a tool for understanding science fiction
literature as it now exists and as it has evolved over the years. The Historical Dictionary of Science
Fiction in Literature covers the history of science fiction in literature through a chronology, an
introductory essay, and an extensive bibliography. The dictionary section has over 300
cross-referenced entries including significant people; themes; critical issues; and the most
significant genres that have formed science fiction literature. This book is an excellent access point
for students, researchers, and anyone wanting to know more about this subject.

frank herbert the white plague: Science Fact and Science Fiction Brian Stableford,
2006-09-06 Science fiction is a literary genre based on scientific speculation. Works of science
fiction use the ideas and the vocabulary of all sciences to create valid narratives that explore the
future effects of science on events and human beings. Science Fact and Science Fiction examines in
one volume how science has propelled science-fiction and, to a lesser extent, how science fiction has
influenced the sciences. Although coverage will discuss the science behind the fiction from the
Classical Age to the present, focus is naturally on the 19th century to the present, when the
Industrial Revolution and spectacular progress in science and technology triggered an influx of
science-fiction works speculating on the future. As scientific developments alter expectations for the
future, the literature absorbs, uses, and adapts such contextual visions. The goal of the Encyclopedia
is not to present a catalog of sciences and their application in literary fiction, but rather to study the
ongoing flow and counterflow of influences, including how fictional representations of science affect
how we view its practice and disciplines. Although the main focus is on literature, other forms of
science fiction, including film and video games, are explored and, because science is an international
matter, works from non-English speaking countries are discussed as needed.

frank herbert the white plague: US Narratives of Nuclear Terrorism Since 9/11 David
Seed, 2019-04-06 This study examines the US fiction and related films which makes a series of
interventions in the cultural debate over the threat of nuclear terrorism. It traces the beginnings of
this anxiety from the 1970s, which increased during the 1990s after the collapse of the Soviet Union.
The traumatic events of 9/11 became a major reference point for this fiction, which expressed the
fear that of a second and worse 9/11. The study examines narratives of conspiracies which are
detected and forestalled, and of others which lead to the worst of all outcomes - nuclear detonations,
sometimes delivered by suitcase nukes. In some of these narratives the very fate of the nation hangs
in the balance in the face of nuclear apocalypse. The discussion considers cases of attacks by
electromagnetic pulse (EMP), cyberterrorism and even bioterrorism. Some of the authors examined
are present or former politicians, members of the CIA, and former president, Bill Clinton.



frank herbert the white plague: A Casebook on The Stand Anthony Magistrale, 1992-01-01
Essays written on Stephen King's The Stand.

frank herbert the white plague: Notional Identities Thomas Christie, 2014-07-18 Notional
Identities takes up the challenge of engaging with the popular genres of speculative fiction and
crime fiction by Scottish authors from the mid-1970s until the beginning of the twenty-first century,
examining a variety of significant novels from across the decades in the light of wider considerations
of ideology, genre and national identity. The book investigates the extent to which the national
political and cultural climate of this tumultuous era informed the narrative form and social
commentary of such works, and considers the manner in which—and the extent to which—a specific
and identifiably Scottish response to these ideological matters can be identified in popular prose
fiction during the period under discussion. Although Scottish literary fiction of recent decades has
been studied in considerable depth, Scottish popular genre literature has received markedly less
critical scrutiny in comparison. Notional Identities aims to help in redressing this balance, examining
popular Scottish texts of the stated period in order to reflect upon whether a significant relationship
can be discerned between genre fiction and the mainstream of Scottish literary writing, and to
consider the characteristics of the literary connections which exist between these different modes of
writing.

frank herbert the white plague: Library Lin's Biographies, Autobiographies, and Memoirs
Linda Maxie, 2023-06-15 People are fascinating, but finding the best biography, autobiography, or
memoir can be tough with so many to choose from. Linda Maxie (Library Lin) examined hundreds of
recommended books about people to offer guidance on which books to select. In this survey, you will
find - Forty subject-specific chapters of recommended biographies, autobiographies, and memoirs; -
Classic biographies that have withstood the test of time; - Recent titles featuring people living
impacted by current events; - Inspiring biographies and memoirs of all sorts; - Suggestions for
further reading. Why waste time searching for books to read when you could have hundreds of
excellent titles with their summaries at your fingertips? Let Library Lin be your guide to artists,
world leaders, athletes, actors, royalty, activists, and so many more.

frank herbert the white plague: Dune The Official Movie Graphic Novel, The Story of the
Movie in Comics

frank herbert the white plague: Dune: Exposures Josh Brolin, 2024-02-13 Explore the
creation of Denis Villeneuve’s film adaptations of Dune through this evocative fusion of actor Josh
Brolin’s sublime writing and cinematographer Greig Fraser’s intimate set photography. During the
shooting of Dune: Part One and Dune: Part Two, Greig Fraser went beyond standard unit
photography and documented the filming process using still photography on a variety of cameras.
This led the cinematographer on an unexpected creative journey that yielded an electrifying gallery
of photographs. Meanwhile, Brolin, who plays Warmaster Gurney Halleck in the two films, shares his
on-set experience through his vivid, poignant writing. Brolin and Fraser developed a unique bond
during production, solidifying a connection that led to this remarkable collaboration that seamlessly
juxtaposes the actor’s enthralling writing with the cinematographer’s striking images. An
exceptional new way to experience life on the set of the Dune film adaptations, this thrilling ode to
the art of filmmaking from two of the most revered artists in the industry is an unmissable
publishing event. STUNNING IMAGES: Curated from photos shot throughout the filming of Dune
and Dune: Part Two by cinematographer Greig Fraser, this remarkable volume features his intimate
images coupled with Josh Brolin’s poignant writing. EXCLUSIVE CONTENT: Witness candid
moments between director Denis Villeneuve and key cast members, including Timothée Chalamet,
Rebecca Ferguson, Oscar Isaac, Josh Brolin, Zendaya, and Javier Bardem. UNPARALLELED
COLLECTOR’S ITEM: Singular and unprecedented, Dune: Exposures is a powerful tribute to the
films that offers fans a rare and unique look into the experience of creating the movies. COMPLETE
YOUR DUNE FILM COLLECTION: Dune: Exposures is the perfect companion volume to the
acclaimed Insight Editions book The Art and Soul of Dune and its sequel The Art and Soul of Dune:
Part Two
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