
democracy tyranny of the majority
Democracy and the Tyranny of the Majority: Understanding the Balance

Democracy tyranny of the majority is a phrase that often sparks deep conversations about the
strengths and vulnerabilities of democratic systems. At its core, it refers to a situation where the
majority’s interests overpower or suppress the rights and voices of minority groups within a
democracy. While democracy is celebrated as a system where the people rule, this very feature can
sometimes lead to the marginalization of those who do not belong to the dominant group. Exploring
this concept helps us appreciate the delicate balance between majority rule and minority rights,
shedding light on the challenges modern democracies face.

What Is the Tyranny of the Majority?

The phrase "tyranny of the majority" was notably discussed by political philosopher Alexis de
Tocqueville and later by John Stuart Mill. It describes a scenario where the majority enforces its will
in a way that infringes on the freedoms and rights of minority groups. This can manifest through
legislation, social norms, or political pressure that stifles dissenting opinions and diversity.

In democracies, decisions often rely on majority votes. While this is a practical way to govern, it can
unintentionally lead to situations where the majority’s preferences dominate every aspect of public
life, leaving minorities powerless. The tyranny of the majority thus becomes a paradox in democracy:
the system designed to ensure fairness can, if unchecked, undermine fairness altogether.

Why Does the Tyranny of the Majority Occur?

Several factors contribute to this phenomenon:

- **Majoritarianism**: When political decisions are made strictly by majority vote without
safeguards, the majority can impose its will without compromise.
- **Lack of Minority Protections**: Without constitutional or legal protections, minority groups may
find their rights overridden.
- **Social and Cultural Homogeneity**: In societies where the majority shares strong cultural or
religious beliefs, minority perspectives can be easily dismissed or marginalized.
- **Political Polarization**: Increasing divisions can harden majority groups against minority
interests, intensifying exclusion.

Understanding these causes is crucial for developing democratic systems that respect and protect
diverse voices.

Balancing Majority Rule with Minority Rights

A healthy democracy requires mechanisms to prevent the tyranny of the majority. This balance



ensures that while the majority governs, minority rights are preserved, fostering inclusivity and
stability.

Constitutional Safeguards and Checks

One of the most effective ways to curb majority tyranny is through constitutional frameworks that
guarantee fundamental rights to all citizens, regardless of their group size. These might include:

- Freedom of speech and religion
- Equal protection under the law
- Rights to due process and fair representation

Additionally, independent judiciaries can serve as a check on majority-driven legislation that
infringes upon minority rights. For example, courts may strike down laws that discriminate against
certain groups, maintaining the democratic principle of equality.

Proportional Representation and Electoral Systems

The design of electoral systems can influence how well minority groups are represented.
Proportional representation allows smaller parties and minority groups to gain seats in legislative
bodies, giving them a voice in policymaking. This contrasts with winner-takes-all systems, which can
marginalize minority perspectives.

By fostering diverse representation, democracies can reduce the risk of the majority imposing
uniform policies that ignore minority needs.

The Role of Civil Society and Public Discourse

Beyond institutional mechanisms, a vibrant civil society plays a vital role in mitigating the tyranny of
the majority. When citizens actively engage in open dialogue and advocacy, they can raise
awareness about minority issues and push for inclusive policies.

Promoting Tolerance and Pluralism

Education and cultural initiatives that encourage understanding and respect for differences are
essential. Societies that value pluralism tend to be more resilient against majoritarian impulses that
suppress minorities.

Media’s Influence

A free and diverse media landscape can amplify minority voices and highlight injustices. When



media platforms provide balanced coverage, they help inform the public and foster empathy across
societal divides.

Historical Examples and Modern Relevance

The tyranny of the majority has appeared in various forms throughout history, offering lessons on
the importance of vigilance and reform.

Historical Instances

- **Jim Crow Laws in the United States**: Post-Reconstruction laws enforced racial segregation and
disenfranchised African Americans, reflecting majority oppression embedded in legal systems.
- **Apartheid in South Africa**: The white minority government imposed laws suppressing the black
majority, showing a reverse form of majority tyranny.

These examples highlight the dangers when dominant groups enforce exclusionary policies, whether
they are numerical majorities or powerful minorities.

Contemporary Challenges

Today, democracies worldwide face the risk of majoritarianism in different forms:

- **Populist Movements**: Sometimes, populist leaders mobilize the majority against minorities or
dissenters, threatening democratic norms.
- **Digital Echo Chambers**: Online platforms can create polarized communities where majority
opinions drown out minority perspectives.
- **Legislative Actions**: Certain laws may disproportionately affect marginalized communities,
sparking debates about democratic fairness.

Recognizing these challenges is the first step toward creating more equitable democratic societies.

Tips for Citizens to Guard Against Tyranny of the
Majority

Every citizen can contribute to a healthier democracy by:

1. **Educating Themselves and Others**: Understanding minority rights and democratic principles
helps foster informed voting and advocacy.
2. **Supporting Minority Voices**: Engaging with and amplifying perspectives from diverse groups
strengthens social cohesion.
3. **Participating in Civic Processes**: Voting, attending public meetings, and joining community
organizations encourage inclusive decision-making.



4. **Promoting Dialogue**: Encouraging respectful conversations across divides reduces polarization
and builds empathy.

By actively participating, citizens help maintain a democracy that respects all voices, not just the
majority.

Democracy’s promise lies in its ability to represent the people fairly, but the reality is often
complicated by the tyranny of the majority. Navigating this challenge requires a combination of legal
safeguards, inclusive institutions, and an active, informed citizenry. As societies evolve, continuously
reflecting on and addressing these dynamics will be essential to preserving democratic ideals for
everyone.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is meant by the 'tyranny of the majority' in a democracy?
The 'tyranny of the majority' refers to a situation in a democracy where the majority enforces its will
on minority groups in a way that can oppress or disregard their rights and interests.

How can democracies prevent the tyranny of the majority?
Democracies can prevent the tyranny of the majority by implementing constitutional safeguards,
protecting minority rights, ensuring separation of powers, and promoting inclusive dialogue and
compromise.

Why is the tyranny of the majority considered a challenge to
democratic governance?
It is considered a challenge because democracy is based on majority rule, but unchecked majority
power can lead to oppression of minorities, undermining fairness, justice, and equal protection
under the law.

What role do constitutional rights play in addressing the
tyranny of the majority?
Constitutional rights act as a check on majority power by guaranteeing fundamental freedoms and
protections to all citizens, including minorities, thereby limiting the ability of the majority to impose
unjust policies.

Can the tyranny of the majority occur in modern democratic
societies?
Yes, the tyranny of the majority can still occur in modern democracies if majority groups use their
political power to marginalize minorities, highlighting the need for strong institutions and legal
protections.



Additional Resources
Democracy Tyranny of the Majority: An In-Depth Exploration of Its Implications and Challenges

democracy tyranny of the majority is a concept that has stirred debate among political
philosophers, scholars, and policymakers since the inception of democratic governance. While
democracy fundamentally champions the collective will of the people, the phrase "tyranny of the
majority" highlights a critical paradox: the potential for majority rule to oppress minority groups,
undermining the principles of fairness and equality. This phenomenon raises crucial questions about
the limits of democratic power and the safeguards necessary to protect minority rights within
democratic systems.

Understanding Democracy and the Tyranny of the
Majority

Democracy, at its core, refers to a system of government where decisions are made based on the
majority’s preferences, often through voting mechanisms. It promises equal participation, political
freedom, and accountability. However, the tyranny of the majority occurs when the majority's
interests or beliefs systematically override or suppress the rights and liberties of minority groups.
This imbalance challenges the democratic ideal of inclusive governance.

The term itself gained prominence through the work of Alexis de Tocqueville in his analysis of
American democracy, and was further elaborated by John Stuart Mill, who warned against the
"despotism of custom" and the unchecked power of the majority. In essence, this tyranny manifests
when democratic processes fail to protect individual or minority rights, allowing majority factions to
impose their will without restraint.

Historical Context and Modern Examples

Historically, many democracies have faced the dilemma of balancing majority rule with minority
protection. For instance, in the early United States, certain majority groups enacted laws that
marginalized racial minorities and women, despite democratic processes supporting those laws.
Globally, similar patterns have appeared, such as in apartheid South Africa or during periods of
ethnic majoritarianism in various countries.

In contemporary politics, the risk of democracy tyranny of the majority is evident in debates around
immigration, religious freedoms, and civil rights where majority populations may push policies that
limit the freedoms of minority communities. The rise of populist movements also often exacerbates
this issue by appealing directly to majority sentiments, sometimes at the expense of minority
protections.

Mechanisms That Enable or Prevent Tyranny of the



Majority

To understand how democracies can guard against the tyranny of the majority, it’s essential to
examine institutional designs and legal frameworks that either enable or prevent such occurrences.

Checks and Balances

One of the primary ways democratic systems mitigate majority tyranny is through the establishment
of checks and balances. These include:

Constitutional protections: Enshrining fundamental rights in a constitution limits the ability
of majorities to infringe upon minority rights.

Judicial review: Independent courts can overturn legislation that violates constitutional
principles or minority rights.

Separation of powers: Distributing governmental authority among branches prevents any
single group from gaining unchecked control.

Countries with robust constitutional democracies—such as Canada, Germany, and the United
States—exemplify how these mechanisms can help balance majority rule with minority protections.
However, the effectiveness of these safeguards depends on the strength and impartiality of
institutions.

Proportional Representation and Electoral Systems

The electoral system plays a critical role in shaping how majority rule operates and whether minority
voices are represented. Majoritarian systems, like first-past-the-post voting, tend to magnify the
power of the majority and can lead to underrepresentation of minority groups. Conversely,
proportional representation (PR) systems allocate seats based on the percentage of votes received,
allowing smaller groups to gain representation and influence policy.

Countries employing PR systems, such as Sweden and the Netherlands, often experience greater
inclusivity and reduced risk of majority tyranny. However, PR can also result in fragmented
legislatures and coalition governments, which may slow decision-making processes.

Legal Protections and Minority Rights

Legal frameworks that explicitly recognize and protect minority rights are vital in preventing
democratic excesses. These protections may cover:



Freedom of speech and religion

Anti-discrimination laws

Rights of indigenous peoples and ethnic minorities

Language and cultural protections

Such laws serve as bulwarks against the potential for oppressive legislation passed by majority rule.
Yet, enforcing these protections requires vigilant institutions and civic awareness.

The Debate: Is Tyranny of the Majority Inevitable in
Democracies?

The inevitability of tyranny of the majority within democratic frameworks remains a deeply
contested issue.

Arguments Suggesting it is Inevitable

Some political theorists argue that because democracy is premised on majority rule, the risk of
tyranny cannot be fully eliminated. They posit that majorities will naturally pursue their interests,
which may conflict with those of minorities, especially in societies with deep ethnic, religious, or
cultural divisions.

Empirical research shows that in certain democracies, especially young or fragile ones, majoritarian
impulses have led to discriminatory policies or political exclusion. For example, in some post-colonial
states, democratic elections have resulted in the domination of ethnic majorities over minorities,
sometimes escalating into conflict.

Counterarguments and Solutions

Contrarily, many scholars maintain that tyranny of the majority is neither inevitable nor inherent to
democracy but stems from institutional weaknesses. They emphasize the importance of
constitutional liberalism, rule of law, and pluralistic political cultures in preventing majority
domination.

Innovations such as deliberative democracy, which encourages dialogue and consensus-building
rather than mere voting, seek to address the limitations of simple majority rule. Furthermore,
enshrining human rights as non-negotiable and fostering inclusive civic education can empower
minorities and promote respect for diversity.



Implications for Policy and Governance

Recognizing the dangers posed by democracy tyranny of the majority is essential for policymakers
aiming to build resilient and equitable democratic systems. Several policy considerations emerge
from this understanding:

Strengthening institutional safeguards: Reinforcing judicial independence and
constitutional protections is critical.

Electoral reforms: Considering mixed or proportional electoral systems to enhance minority
representation.

Promoting inclusive governance: Encouraging political participation from diverse groups to
ensure that majority decisions are informed by a wide range of perspectives.

Education and civic engagement: Fostering awareness about minority rights and
democratic principles among the electorate.

These measures can help balance majority rule with respect for minority interests, thereby
enhancing the legitimacy and stability of democratic regimes.

Global Perspectives on Majority Tyranny

The challenge of majority tyranny varies significantly across different political and cultural contexts.
In some Western democracies, institutional maturity and entrenched rights frameworks have limited
its impact. In contrast, in numerous emerging democracies or authoritarian-leaning countries
holding elections, majority tyranny remains a pressing concern.

International organizations, such as the United Nations and regional bodies like the European
Union, often advocate for minority rights protections as part of their democratic governance
agendas. Their guidelines and interventions aim to support member states in avoiding majoritarian
abuses and fostering inclusive societies.

As democracies evolve in the 21st century, confronting the risks posed by democracy tyranny of the
majority will remain a central challenge. Balancing the will of the majority with the protection of
minority rights requires constant vigilance, robust institutions, and an ongoing commitment to
democratic principles.

Democracy Tyranny Of The Majority

Find other PDF articles:
https://lxc.avoiceformen.com/archive-top3-02/Book?ID=chA78-4558&title=adding-subtracting-multip

https://lxc.avoiceformen.com/archive-th-5k-002/files?docid=wnP48-4473&title=democracy-tyranny-of-the-majority.pdf
https://lxc.avoiceformen.com/archive-top3-02/Book?ID=chA78-4558&title=adding-subtracting-multiplying-and-dividing-integers-worksheet-pdf.pdf


lying-and-dividing-integers-worksheet-pdf.pdf

  democracy tyranny of the majority: Theories of Democracy Frank Cunningham, 2002 This
descriptive more than prescriptive journey begins with an Anglo-North American overview of the
democratic terrain and then zooms in on specific democratic landscapes: liberal, classic pluralism,
catallaxy (exchange economics applied to political science), participatory democracy, democratic
pragmatism, deliberative democracy, and radical pluralism. Democracy's place within a globalizing
world occupies the last chapter. Cunningham (philosophy, U. of Toronto) admits he leans toward
democratic pragmatism as espoused in John Dewey's The Public and Its Problems (1927). Suitable
for an introductory university course. Distributed by Taylor & Francis. Annotation copyrighted by
Book News, Inc., Portland, OR
  democracy tyranny of the majority: Democracy in America Alexis de Tocqueville, 2003
Tocqueville, Alexis de. Democracy in America. Translated by Henry Reeve, Esq. With an Original
Preface and Notes by John C. Spencer. New York: Adlard and Saunders, 1838. xxx, 464 pp.
Reprinted 2003 by The Lawbook Exchange, Ltd. LCCN 2002025957. ISBN 1-58477-249-2. * Reprint
of the first English-language edition. In 1831, Alexis de Tocqueville [1805-1859] and Gustave de
Beaumont [fl.1835] were sent to the United States by the French government to study American
prisons, which were renowned for their progressive and humane methods. They were pleased to
accept this assignment because they were intrigued by the idea of American democracy. Tocqueville
and Beaumont spent nine months in the country, traveling as far west as Michigan and as far south
as New Orleans. Throughout the tour, Tocqueville used his social connections to arrange meetings
with several prominent and influential thinkers of the day. He recorded his thoughts on the structure
of the government and the judicial system, and commented on everyday people and the nation's
political culture and social institutions. His observations on slavery, in particular, are impassioned
and critical. These notes formed the basis of Democracy in America. This landmark work initiated a
dialogue about the nature of democracy and the United States and its people that continues to this
day.
  democracy tyranny of the majority: The World's Great Classics: Democracy in America,
by A. de Tocqueville Timothy Dwight, Julian Hawthorne, 1899 Library Committee: Timothy Dwight
... Richard Henry Stoddard, Arthur Richmond Marsh, A.B. [and others] ... Illustrated with nearly two
hundred photogravures, etchings, colored plates and full page portraits of great authors. Clarence
Cook, art editor.
  democracy tyranny of the majority: The Labyrinth of Democracy Pasquale De Marco, In
this thought-provoking book, Pasquale De Marco delves into the dark side of democracy, exploring
the ways in which it can lead to tyranny, injustice, and even totalitarianism. Drawing on historical
examples and contemporary case studies, the author argues that democracy is not always the
guarantor of freedom and prosperity that we often believe it to be. The book begins by examining
the historical roots of totalitarianism, tracing its evolution from ancient Greece to the modern era.
The author then explores the social, economic, and psychological conditions that give rise to
totalitarianism, and examines the role of ideology in its development. Finally, the author considers
the challenges that democracy faces in the 21st century, and discusses the ways in which we can
strengthen democracy and prevent it from falling prey to totalitarianism. One of the most important
contributions of this book is its analysis of the ways in which democracy can be subverted from
within. The author shows how democratic institutions can be manipulated by demagogues and other
authoritarian leaders to suppress dissent and consolidate power. The book also examines the role of
propaganda and mass media in creating a climate of fear and conformity that can make it difficult
for democracy to function properly. This book is a timely and important contribution to our
understanding of democracy and its discontents. It is essential reading for anyone who wants to
understand the challenges facing democracy today and how we can overcome them. If you like this
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book, write a review!
  democracy tyranny of the majority: Alexis de Tocqueville and the Art of Democratic
Statesmanship Brian Danoff, Louie Joseph Hebert, 2011-01-01 In 1835, Alexis de Tocqueville
famously called for 'a new political science' that could address the problems and possibilities of a
'world itself quite new.' For Tocqueville, the democratic world needed not just a new political
science but also new arts of statesmanship and leadership. In this volume, Brian Danoff and L.
Joseph Hebert, Jr., have brought together a diverse set of essays revealing that Tocqueville's
understanding of democratic statesmanship remains highly relevant today. The first chapter of the
book is a new translation of Tocqueville's 1852 address to the Academy of Moral and Political
Sciences, in which Tocqueville offers a profound exploration of the relationship between theory and
practice, and between statesmanship and political philosophy. Subsequent chapters explore the
relationship between Tocqueville's ideas on statesmanship, on the one hand, and the ideas of Plato,
Aristotle, Machiavelli, Montesquieu, the Puritans, the Framers of the U.S. Constitution, Oakeshott,
Willa Cather, and the Second Vatican Council, on the other. Timely and provocative, these essays
show the relevance of Tocqueville's theory of statesmanship for thinking about such contemporary
issues as the effects of NGOs on civic life, the powers of the American presidency, the place of the
jury in a democratic polity, the role of religion in public life, the future of democracy in Europe, and
the proper balance between liberalism and realism in foreign policy.
  democracy tyranny of the majority: Socialism in America John L. Bowman, 2004 In 1835,
Alexis de Tocqueville predicted a ...species of oppression...[with] which democratic nations are
menaced...unlike anything which ever before existed in the world... It was a despotism that ...would
be more extensive and...would degrade men without tormenting them. It would be a force that
...compresses, enervates, extinguishes, and stupefies a people, til each...is reduced to be nothing
better than a flock of timid...animals, of which the government is the shepherd. Tocqueville was
predicting socialism in America, a new form of oppression that did not exist in his time. He could not
name it at the time because the word socialism had not yet appeared in the English language and
Karl Marx had not yet published his Communist Manifesto. America has become a socialist state and
Socialism in America is about what socialism is doing to America today. Socialism is an oppression
that has caused America to discard the rule of law, forsake justice, limit freedom, attenuate
individuality, create dependence, degrade social norms, attack sources of wealth, and divide the
culture. This form of despotic totalitarianism has irreversibly commenced the destruction of
American culture and nation. Socialism in America offers the reader the perspective of how and why
this is happening. It explains the history of socialism, and in particular the history of socialism in
America. It discusses the roles of socialism's foremost vectors, which are primarily the unions and
Democratic Party. It critically dissects the philosophy of socialism itself and examines other
countries' struggles to survive under the heavy socialist boot. Every freedom-loving American should
read Socialism in America.
  democracy tyranny of the majority: Democracy in America Alexis de Tocqueville, 1838
  democracy tyranny of the majority: Freedom and/or Security - Freiheit und/oder
Sicherheit - Liberté et/ou sécurité Gabriele Münnix, Hans Bringeland, Bernd Rolf, Markus Wirtz,
2023 Forum Philosophie International bildet einmal jährlich den internationalen Austausch von
Lehrenden der Philosophie an Schulen und Hochschulen ab. Ziel ist die Förderung der Qualität
philosophischer Bildung zu aktuellen philosophischen Themen. Dieses Mal erörtern wir angesichts
von Pandemie und Ukraine-Krieg die Frage, inwiefern die Freiheit zugunsten der individuellen und
nationalen Sicherheit eingeschränkt werden darf. Welche Freiheiten wollen wir, welche nicht? Und
weshalb?
  democracy tyranny of the majority: The Chicago Companion to Tocqueville's Democracy
in America James T. Schleifer, 2022-12-22 One of the greatest books ever to be written on the
United States, Democracy in America continues to find new readers who marvel at the lasting
insights Alexis de Tocqueville had into our nation and its political culture. The work is, however, as
challenging as it is important; its arguments can be complex and subtle, and its sheer length can



make it difficult for any reader, especially one coming to it for the first time, to grasp Tocqueville's
meaning. The Chicago Companion to Tocqueville's Democracy in America is the first book written
expressly to help general readers and students alike get the most out of this seminal work. Now
James T. Schleifer, an expert on Tocqueville, has provided the background and information readers
need in order to understand Tocqueville's masterwork. In clear and engaging prose, Schleifer
explains why Democracy in America is so important, how it came to be written, and how different
generations of Americans have interpreted it since its publication. He also presents indispensable
insight on who Tocqueville was, his trip to America, and what he meant by equality, democracy, and
liberty. Drawing upon his intimate knowledge of Tocqueville's papers and manuscripts, Schleifer
reveals how Tocqueville's ideas took shape and changed even in the course of writing the book. At
the same time, Schleifer provides a detailed glossary of key terms and key passages, all
accompanied by generous citations to the relevant pages in the University of Chicago Press
Mansfield/Winthrop translation. The Chicago Companion will serve generations of readers as an
essential guide to both the man and his work.
  democracy tyranny of the majority: Encyclopedia of Democratic Thought Paul A. B. Clarke,
Joe Foweraker, 2001 Containing almost 200 entries from 'accountability' to the 'Westminster model'
the Encyclopedia of Democratic Thought explores all the ideas that matter to democracy past,
present and future. It is destined to become the first port-of-call for all students, teachers and
researchers of political science interested in democratic ideas, democratic practice, and the quality
of democratic governance. The Encyclopedia provides extensive coverage of all the key concepts of
democratic thought written by a stellar team of distinguished international contributors. The
Encyclopedia draws on every tradition of democratic thought, as well as developing new thinking, in
order to provide full coverage of the key democratic concepts and engage with their practical
implications for the conduct of democratic politics in the world today. In this way, it brings every
kind of democratic thinking to bear on the challenges facing contemporary democracies and on the
possibilities of the democratic future. The Encyclopedia is global in scope and responds in detail to
the democratic revolution of recent decades. Referring both to the established democratic states of
Western Europe, North America and Australasia, and to the recent democracies of Latin America,
Eastern and Central Europe, Africa and Asia, classical democratic concerns are related to new
democracies, and to important changes in the older democracies. Supplemented by full
bibliographical information, extensive cross-referencing and suggestions for further reading, the
Encyclopedia of Democratic Thought is a unique work of reference combining the expertise of many
of the world's leading political scientists, political sociologists and political philosophers. It will be
welcomed as an essential resource for both teaching and for independent study, and as a solid
starting point both for further research and wider exploration.
  democracy tyranny of the majority: The People's Democracy Pasquale De Marco, 2025-07-10
Democracy is a complex and ever-evolving form of government, and its implementation and
effectiveness vary widely around the world. In this thought-provoking book, we delve into the
intricacies of democratic governance, examining its core principles, strengths, and weaknesses, and
considering its future prospects. Through a series of engaging chapters, we explore the fundamental
concepts of democracy, including the principles of popular sovereignty, majority rule, and minority
rights. We examine the different models of democratic governance, from direct democracy to
representative democracy, and discuss the challenges and opportunities associated with each. We
also consider the role of elections in democratic systems, examining the importance of free and fair
elections, the influence of campaign finance, and the impact of gerrymandering. We discuss the role
of civic engagement and activism in a healthy democracy, emphasizing the importance of citizen
participation, protest, and collective action. Furthermore, we explore the challenges posed by the
ever-changing technological landscape, the rise of populism and nationalism, and the increasing
interconnectedness of the global community. We examine the impact of these factors on democratic
institutions and values, and consider the adaptations and innovations that may be necessary to
ensure the continued health and vitality of democracy in the 21st century. Drawing on a diverse



range of perspectives and case studies from around the world, this book provides a comprehensive
and thought-provoking analysis of democracy. It is an essential read for anyone interested in the
future of this vital form of government. If you like this book, write a review!
  democracy tyranny of the majority: Democracy in Its Essence Sara Lagi, 2020-10-07 Hans
Kelsen is commonly associated with legal theory and philosophy of law. Democracy in Its Essence:
Hans Kelsen as a Political Thinker instead investigates Kelsen’s democratic theory as it developed
between the 1920s and 1950s, which challenged the existence of democracies in many different
respects. Kelsen provided a critical reflection on the strengths and problems of living within a
democratic system, while also defending it against a series of specific targets: from the Soviet
regime and Bolshevism to European Fascisms, from religious-based conceptions of politics to those
claiming a perfect identity between capitalism and classical liberal institutions, and chiefly against
all those ideologies claiming to possess objective understanding of what true freedom and true
democracy signify. By seeking what he defined as the “essence” and “value” of democracy, Kelsen
elaborated a pluralist, relativist, constitutional, proceduralist, and liberal theory of representative
democracy, characterized by a strong recall to the values of tolerance, responsibility, and respect
toward “the other” as well as to the idea of politics as space for compromise. In this book, Sara Lagi
reconstructs his political theory as a relevant contribution to the twentieth-century
liberal-democratic tradition of thought, while representing a stimulating reflection on the meaning
and implication of democracy both as a political system and as a form of co-existence.
  democracy tyranny of the majority: Diversity in Democracy Gary M. Segura, Shaun Bowler,
2006-08-14 As the racial and ethnic minority populations of the United States grow past 30 percent,
candidates cannot afford to ignore the minority vote. The studies collected in Diversity and
Democracy show that political scientists, too, must fully recognize the significance of
minority-representation studies for our understanding of the electoral process in general. If anything
has limited such inquiry in the past, it has been the tendency for researchers to address only a single
group or problem, yielding little that can be applied to other contexts. Diversity in Democracy avoids
this limitation by examining several aspects of representation, including both Latino and African
American perspectives, and a wide range of topics, ranging from the dynamics of partisanship to
various groups? perceptions of the political system. The result is a work that pulls together decades
of disparate work into a broad and cohesive overview of minority representation. The most
significant conclusion to emerge from this multifaceted examination is the overwhelming importance
of context. There is no single strategic key, but taken together, these studies begin to map the
strategies, institutions, and contexts that enhance or limit minority representation. In navigating the
complexities of minority politics, moreover, the book reveals much about American representative
democracy that pertains to all of us. Contributors Susan A. Banducci, Texas Tech University * Matt
A. Barreto, University of California, Irvine * Shaun Bowler, University of California, Riverside * Todd
Donovan, Western Washington University * Luis Ricardo Fraga, Stanford University * F. Chris
Garcia, University of New Mexico * Elisabeth R. Gerber, University of Michigan * Stacy B. Gordon,
University of Nevada, Reno * Bernard Grofman, University of California, Irvine * Zoltan L. Hajnal,
University of California, San Diego * Sarah Harsh, Fleishman Hillard * Rodney E. Hero, University of
Notre Dame * Martin Johnson, University of California, Riverside * Jeffrey A. Karp, Texas Tech
University * Hugh Louch, Cambridge Systematics * Stephen P. Nicholson, Georgia State University *
Adrian D. Pantoja, Arizona State University * Gary M. Segura, University of Iowa * Katherine Tate,
University of California, Irvine * Caroline J. Tolbert, Kent State University * Carole J. Uhlaner,
University of California, Irvine * Nathan D. Woods, Welch Consulting
  democracy tyranny of the majority: The American Civil War in the Shaping of British
Democracy Brent E. Kinser, 2016-04-01 When the American Civil War broke out in 1861, a central
question for British intellectuals was whether or not the American conflict was proof of the viability
of democracy as a foundation for modern governance. The lessons of the American Civil War for
Britain would remain a focal point in the debate on democracy throughout the war up to the suffrage
reform of 1867, and after. Brent E. Kinser considers four figures connected by Woodrow Wilson's



concept of the Literary Politician, a person who, while possessing a profound knowledge of politics
combined with an equally acute literary ability to express that knowledge, escapes the practical
drudgeries of policy making. Kinser argues that the animosity of Thomas Carlyle towards
democracy, the rhetorical strategy of Anthony Trollope's North America, the centrality of the
American war in Walter Bagehot's vision of British governance, and the political philosophy of John
Stuart Mill illustrate the American conflict's vital presence in the debates leading up to the 1867
reform, a legislative event that helped to secure democracy's place in the British political system.
  democracy tyranny of the majority: Democracy in America, tr. by H. Reeve Alexis Henri C.M.
Clérel comte de Tocqueville, 1889
  democracy tyranny of the majority: From Bushman to Bush Farhoud Rastegar, 2011-07-01
From Bushman to Bush: As History Has Brought Us to a Point of No Return is the fascinating history
of modern Iran, as told by the author, an Iranian-born American who immigrated to America when
he was 18.According to author Farhoud Rastegar: As a teenager, I witnessed the chaos that turned
around the direction of the history of Iran, and as a result, the history of the world today as we know
it.That observation ignited me to not only ask questions but also find the untold and kept-secret
version of why things have happened the way they have. My mission is to bring that secret to the
public. With that in mind, I review how we became America, and why influential politicians want to
stop our evolution as America.There are internal corruptions and external distractions that are
becoming destructive and disruptive to our American nation and ideology. I am revealing how these
factors are connected from the base, and why we need to act now to unveil their identity. What is
mostly motivating me to write this book is the understanding of my responsibility to share with
others the information I have come across. I hope by sharing this information, we humans can
change the dangerous path we have chosen to take in the past.
  democracy tyranny of the majority: Democracy and its Critics (Routledge Revivals) Jon
Roper, 2013-12-19 Originally published in 1989, a guide for students coming for the first time to the
study of democracy, who often find it difficult to trace the developement of the idea and to place it in
historical context. In this accesible and informative text, Jon Roper introduces the reader to
arguments for and against criticisms of the concept of democracy. He does so through examination
of the statements and writings of major nineteenth-century politicians and philosophers, in the
United States and the United Kingdom.
  democracy tyranny of the majority: The Principles of New Ethics III Wang Haiming,
2020-05-17 From Descartes to Spinoza, Western philosophers have attempted to propose an
axiomatic systemization of ethics. However, without consensus on the contents and objects of ethics,
the system remains incomplete. This four-volume set presents a model that highlights a Chinese
philosopher’s insights on ethics after a 22 year study. Three essential components of ethics are
examined: metaethics, normative ethics, and virtue ethics. This volume is the second part of the
discussion on normative ethics. The author analyzes humanity, liberty, justice, happiness, and
systems of moral rules. He puts forward 26 value standards that construct a system of measuring
state instruction; reveals the relationship between humanity, liberty and justice; puts forward three
objective laws of happiness; and discusses the goodness of important moral rules, such as honesty,
self-respect and courage. This set is an essential read for students and scholars of ethics and
philosophy in general.
  democracy tyranny of the majority: Understanding Democratic Politics Roland Axtmann,
2003-03-06 This textbook is designed for first-time students of politics. It provides an ideal
introduction and survey to the key themes and issues central to the study of democratic politics
today. The text is structured around three major parts: concepts, institutions and political behaviour;
and ideologies and movements. Within each section a series of short and accessible chapters serve
to both introduce the key ideas, institutional forms and ideological conflicts central to the study of
democratic politics and provide a platform for further, in-depth studies. Each chapter contains a
'bullet-point' summary, a guide to further reading, and a set of questions for tutorial discussion.
Designed and written for an undergraduate readership, Understanding Democratic Politics: An



Introduction will become an essential guide and companion to all students of politics throughout
their university degree.
  democracy tyranny of the majority: The Mythology of American Politics John T. Bookman,
2008-07 Demystifies some of the most pervasive myths about American politics
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