a parents guide to preventing homosexuality

A Parents Guide to Preventing Homosexuality: Understanding Myths and Fostering Healthy Development

a parents guide to preventing homosexuality might sound like a topic that some families grapple with due
to societal pressures or personal beliefs. However, it’s essential to approach this subject with sensitivity,
awareness, and a clear understanding of what scientific research and psychology say about sexual
orientation. This guide aims to clarify misconceptions, explore the origins of sexual orientation, and offer
advice on nurturing children in a supportive, healthy environment, rather than focusing on prevention

strategies which are neither ethical nor effective.

Understanding Sexual Orientation: Myths and Realities

Before diving into any discussion about “preventing” homosexuality, it’s crucial to understand what sexual
orientation is and how it develops. Sexual orientation refers to an individual’s enduring pattern of
emotional, romantic, and/or sexual attractions to men, women, both, neither, or others. It is recognized by
major health organizations, including the American Psychological Association, as a natural and normal

variation of human sexuality.

The Science Behind Sexual Orientation

Extensive research indicates that sexual orientation is influenced by a complex combination of genetic,
hormonal, environmental, and social factors. There is no credible scientific evidence suggesting that sexual
orientation can be changed or prevented through parenting techniques or environmental manipulation.
Attempts to do so, often known as “conversion therapy,” have been widely discredited and condemned due

to their harmful psychological impact.

Debunking Common Myths

Many myths surround the idea of “preventing homosexuality,” such as the belief that parental behavior,
exposure to certain role models, or childhood experiences can alter a child’s sexual orientation. These myths

persist largely due to cultural misunderstandings and stigma around LGBTQ+ identities.
It’s important to know:

- Sexual orientation is not a choice.

- Parenting style does not determine whether a child will be gay, straight, or bisexual.



- Exposure to diverse family structures and friendships enriches children’s social development and

empathy.

Why the Notion of Prevention is Problematic

Approaching a parents guide to preventing homosexuality carries significant ethical and psychological
concerns. Trying to change or “prevent” a child’s natural orientation can lead to confusion, low self-esteem,
depression, and anxiety. Instead of focusing on prevention, parents should concentrate on fostering an

environment where children feel loved and accepted for who they are.

The Harmful Effects of “Prevention” Attempts

- ¥Psychological distress:** Children subjected to pressure to conform to heterosexual norms often
experience emotional turmoil.

- ¥*Family relationship strain:** Efforts to change sexual orientation can damage trust and communication
within families.

- ¥*Reduced self-worth:** Internalized stigma can cause long-term damage to a child’s mental health.

Supporting Healthy Development: A Positive Approach

Rather than attempting to prevent homosexuality, a parents guide to preventing homosexuality should

shift focus toward nurturing a child’s overall well-being, identity, and capacity for healthy relationships.

Encouraging Open Communication

Creating a safe space for children to express themselves without fear or judgment is the foundation of

supportive parenting. This means:
- Listening actively and empathetically.

- Avoiding assumptions about a child’s feelings or attractions.

- Affirming their experiences and emotions.

Promoting Emotional Intelligence and Self-Acceptance



Helping children understand and accept their feelings builds resilience and confidence. Parents can:
- Teach children to recognize and articulate their emotions.

- Model self-acceptance and respect for diversity.

- Introduce stories and media that represent a variety of identities and experiences.

Fostering Respect for Diversity

Exposure to diverse perspectives and lifestyles enriches children’s worldview and empathy. Parents can:
- Encourage friendships with diverse groups of peers.

- Participate in community events that celebrate inclusivity.

- Address stereotypes and prejudices openly and constructively.

Resources for Parents: Learning and Growing Together

Navigating questions about sexual orientation can be challenging. A parents guide to preventing

homosexuality must include resources that help parents educate themselves and find support.

Educational Materials and Workshops

Many organizations provide age-appropriate, scientifically accurate information about human sexuality and

gender identity. Some examples include:

- PFLAG (Parents, Families, and Friends of Lesbians and Gays)
- The Trevor Project

- Human Rights Campaign’s Family Resources

Professional Guidance

If parents feel uncertain or anxious about their child’s development, consulting qualified mental health

professionals who specialize in LGBTQ+ issues can be invaluable. These experts can provide:

- Counseling tailored to family dynamics.
- Strategies for fostering acceptance and communication.

- Support through any challenges the family may face.



Reflecting on Parental Expectations and Societal Influences

Sometimes, the desire to “prevent” homosexuality stems from societal norms or cultural expectations rather
than personal convictions. Parents are encouraged to reflect on their beliefs and consider how external

pressures shape their attitudes.

Challenging Internalized Biases

Recognizing and addressing personal biases allows parents to grow and model inclusivity. This process

might involve:

- Reading literature on LGBTQ+ history and rights.
- Engaging in conversations with diverse individuals.

- Attending seminars or support groups.

Building a Foundation of Unconditional Love

Ultimately, children thrive best when they feel loved unconditionally. Embracing children’s authentic

selves fosters not only their happiness but also their capacity to build healthy relationships throughout life.

Navigating questions around sexuality and identity can be complex for any parent. A parents guide to
preventing homosexuality, when reframed to focus on acceptance, understanding, and support, becomes a
tool for raising confident, compassionate individuals. Embracing diversity within families enriches us all

and helps lay the groundwork for a more inclusive and empathetic society.

Frequently Asked Questions

Is it possible for parents to prevent homosexuality in their children?

Sexual orientation is widely understood by scientists and psychologists to be a complex interplay of genetic,
hormonal, and environmental factors, and it is not something that can be changed or prevented by parental

actions.



What is the best way for parents to support their LGBTQ+ children?

The best approach is to provide unconditional love, acceptance, and open communication to help children

feel safe and supported regardless of their sexual orientation.

Are there any effective methods to 'change’ a child's sexual orientation?

No. Attempts to change a person's sexual orientation, often called 'conversion therapy,’ have been

discredited by medical and psychological professionals and can cause significant harm.

How can parents educate themselves about sexual orientation?

Parents can learn from reputable sources such as psychological associations, LGBTQ+ advocacy organizations,

and educational materials that provide accurate information about sexual orientation.

‘What role does parenting style play in a child's sexual orientation?

Parenting style does not determine a child's sexual orientation. Sexual orientation is not influenced by how

parents raise their children.

How can parents foster a healthy environment for their child's identity

development?

By encouraging open dialogue, respecting their child's feelings, and promoting self-esteem, parents can

create a supportive environment for healthy identity development.

Why is it important to avoid stigmatizing homosexuality in the family?

Stigmatizing homosexuality can lead to negative mental health outcomes such as depression, anxiety, and

low self-esteem in children. Acceptance promotes well-being and strong family relationships.

What resources are available for parents seeking guidance on LGBTQ+
issues?

There are many resources including counseling services, support groups, educational websites like PFLAG,

and books written by experts on LGBTQ+ parenting and support.

How can parents address their own concerns or misconceptions about
homosexuality?

Parents can benefit from education, open conversations with trusted professionals, and engaging with

LGBTQ+ communities to challenge stereotypes and build understanding.



Additional Resources

A Parents Guide to Preventing Homosexuality: An Investigative Review

a parents guide to preventing homosexuality is a topic that has sparked considerable debate across
sociocultural, psychological, and scientific domains. The notion that sexual orientation can or should be
altered or prevented by parental intervention raises complex ethical, biological, and psychological questions.
This article approaches the subject from a neutral, investigative standpoint, exploring contemporary
research, societal perspectives, and parental concerns while emphasizing a professional review of the facts

surrounding sexual orientation development.

Understanding Sexual Orientation: Nature, Nurture, and Beyond

Before addressing the possibility or strategies for prevention, it is essential to understand what determines
sexual orientation. Sexual orientation refers to an individual’s pattern of emotional, romantic, or sexual
attraction to others. It encompasses heterosexuality, homosexuality, bisexuality, and other spectrums of

attraction.

Scientific consensus increasingly supports the view that sexual orientation emerges from a complex
interplay of genetic, hormonal, environmental, and social factors. According to a 2019 review published in
the journal *Nature Human Behaviour*, twin studies indicate a genetic component accounting for
approximately 30-40% of variation in sexual orientation, while environmental influences—beyond family

upbringing—also play a role. Crucially, no single “cause” or “preventive” factor has been isolated.

Biological and Environmental Factors

The biological basis for homosexuality includes prenatal hormonal conditions and genetic markers. For
example, variations in androgen exposure during fetal development have been hypothesized to influence
later sexual orientation. However, these biological predispositions are not deterministic; they coexist with

psychological development and social context.

Environmental factors traditionally considered include childhood experiences, family dynamics, cultural
context, and peer relationships. Despite popular myths, mainstream psychology discredits the notion that
parenting style alone causes or prevents homosexuality. The American Psychological Association (APA)

explicitly states that sexual orientation is not a choice and cannot be changed by external intervention.



Examining the Concept of Prevention: Ethical and Scientific

Perspectives

The phrase “a parents guide to preventing homosexuality” inherently implies a goal of changing or
influencing a child’s sexual orientation, which raises substantial ethical questions. The attempt to “prevent”
or “convert” sexual orientation has been associated historically with controversial and harmful practices such

as conversion therapy, which is widely discredited and banned in many countries.

Ethical Considerations

Efforts aimed at altering sexual orientation often conflict with principles of individual autonomy, dignity,
and mental health. Studies reveal that conversion therapies are linked to increased risks of depression,
anxiety, and suicidal ideation among LGBTQ+ individuals. The World Health Organization (WHO) has

condemned such practices as violations of human rights.

From an ethical standpoint, promoting acceptance and understanding of diverse sexual orientations is
increasingly recognized as a healthier approach to parenting and child development than attempts to

prevent or change a child’s identity.

Scientific Limitations and Misconceptions

The scientific community maintains that sexual orientation is an inherent aspect of identity rather than a
behavior subject to modification. Attempts to “prevent” homosexuality by restricting social environments,
enforcing strict gender norms, or employing psychological interventions have no credible empirical

support and often cause psychological harm.

Parents concerned about their child’s sexual development may benefit from accurate information and
compassionate dialogue rather than coercive strategies. Recognizing the difference between healthy

parenting that supports identity exploration and harmful attempts to control orientation is critical.

Supportive Parenting Strategies for Healthy Development

Rather than focusing on prevention, a parents guide to preventing homosexuality could be reframed into a
guide for fostering resilience, self-acceptance, and open communication regardless of sexual orientation.
Supporting children through their developmental journey ensures mental well-being and positive family

relationships.



Encouraging Open Communication

Creating a safe space where children can express their feelings and questions about identity without fear of

judgment is vital. Research suggests that parental acceptance significantly reduces mental health issues in

LGBTQ+ youth.

Educating About Diversity and Inclusion

Parents can help children understand the natural diversity of human experiences by promoting education
about different sexual orientations and gender identities. Exposure to inclusive media and literature can

normalize varied identities and reduce stigma.

Recognizing Red Flags and Seeking Professional Help

If parents notice signs of distress or confusion in their child related to identity, consulting qualified mental
health professionals specializing in adolescent development and LGBTQ+ issues is recommended.
Professional guidance can support both the child and family in navigating complex emotions and social

challenges.

Common Misconceptions and Cultural Influences

A parents guide to preventing homosexuality must also acknowledge how cultural beliefs and myths shape
parental attitudes. In many societies, homosexuality remains stigmatized, leading to misunderstandings
about its origins and perceived preventability.

¢ Myth: Homosexuality results from poor parenting or childhood trauma.

e Fact: There is no scientific evidence linking parenting style directly to sexual orientation.

e Myth: Exposure to certain influences can “turn” a child gay or straight.

¢ Fact: Sexual orientation is not a choice influenced by media, peers, or education.

Such myths can drive parents toward ineffective or harmful interventions. Addressing these

misconceptions through education is a crucial step toward healthier family dynamics.



Cultural Sensitivity and Parental Support

In multicultural contexts, parents may face conflicting messages from tradition, religion, and modern
science. Navigating these tensions requires sensitivity and access to balanced information. Support groups,
counseling, and community resources tailored to diverse backgrounds can aid parents in developing

empathetic approaches.

Reflecting on the Language of Prevention

Ultimately, the language used in framing issues around sexual orientation matters significantly. “A parents
guide to preventing homosexuality” may unintentionally reinforce stigma and misunderstanding. A shift
toward guides focused on acceptance, support, and education aligns better with contemporary psychological

insights and human rights standards.

Encouraging parents to embrace their children’s identities without attempting to control or “fix” them
fosters healthier families and communities. This approach respects the complexity of human sexuality and

promotes mental well-being.

Navigating parental concerns about sexual orientation requires a delicate balance between informed
understanding and compassionate support. While the desire to protect one’s child is natural, current
scientific knowledge and ethical standards emphasize acceptance over prevention. Parents committed to
nurturing their children’s overall development can benefit from resources that affirm diversity and

promote resilience in an ever-evolving social landscape.
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a parents guide to preventing homosexuality: A Parent's Guide to Preventing Homosexuality
Joseph Nicolosi, Linda Ames Nicolosi, 2002-10-30 Homosexuality: is it learned, biological or both?
The answer to this question deeply concerns parents. They want to know how they can best raise
their children. A common belief today is that nothing can be done to foster the development of
healthy heterosexual orientation in children. But the clinical experience and professional research of
Dr. Nicolosi and others indicates otherwise. In this groundbreaking book Joseph and Linda Ames
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Nicolosi uncover the most significant factors that contribute to a child's healthy sense of self as male
or female. Listening to moving recollections from ex-homosexual men and women who describe what
was missing in their own childhoods, the Nicolosis provide clear insight for identifying potential
developmental roadblocks and give practical advice to parents for helping their children securely
identify with their gender. Replete with personal stories from parents, children and ex-homosexual
strugglers, A Parent's Guide to Preventing Homosexuality offers compassion and hope for all those
parents who seek to lay a foundation for a healthy heterosexual identity in their children.

a parents guide to preventing homosexuality: Sin, Sex, and Democracy Cynthia Burack,
2008-04-17 While the Christian Right has spearheaded a variety of antigay projects over the past
fifteen years, including interventions in public schools, antigay-rights initiatives, and support for a
constitutional amendment banning same-sex marriage, observers of the institutionalized Christian
Right have also noted a softening of antigay public rhetoric. Sin, Sex, and Democracy analyzes these
two ostensibly conflicting phenomena. Examining Christian witnessing tracts, the ex-gay movement,
and recent linkages between gays and terrorists, Cynthia Burack argues that as the Christian Right
has become a more sophisticated interest group, leaders have become adept at tailoring different
messages for mainstream audiences and for the internal pedagogical processes of Christian
conservatives. Understanding the rhetoric and the theological convictions that lie behind them,
Burack claims, is essential to better understand how American politics work and how to effectively
respond to exclusionary forms of political thought and practice.

a parents guide to preventing homosexuality: Handbook of Therapy for Unwanted
Homosexual Attractions: A Guide to Treatment ,

a parents guide to preventing homosexuality: 101 Frequently Asked Questions About
Homosexuality Mike Haley, 2004-06-01 101 Probing Questions...101 Compassionate and Scriptural
Answers from Focus on the Family's Mike Haley Almost daily we hear news reports that confirm the
acceptance of homosexuality in our culture. Homosexuals are adopting children, appearing as
characters on television programs, taking vacations catering to an exclusively gay clientele, and
even seeking the right to marry their partners. But is this acceptance healthy for society Few topics
can raise so many questions so quickly. And for many readers, those questions hit close to home as
they learn of the homosexuality of a loved one or close friend. Here are the answers to the most
often asked questions about homosexuality, fielded by an expert on the subject...and a former
homosexual himself.

a parents guide to preventing homosexuality: Same-sex Marriage Mathew D. Staver, 2004
Staver argues that the allowing of same-sex marriages in San Francisco speaks to the homosexual
agenda's cultural assault and the church's timidity in confronting it.

a parents guide to preventing homosexuality: Gay Children, Straight Parents Richard
Cohen, 2009-11 HOPE AND HEALING FOR FAMILIES Out of his own experience and the experience
of many of those he has served in his counseling practice, Richard Cohen sets out a step-by-step plan
that offers a path toward renewed family relationships grounded in love, faith and mutual respect....

a parents guide to preventing homosexuality: Do Ask Do Tell: Speech Is a Fundamental
Right; Being Listened to Is a Privilege Bill Boushka, 2014-02-26 Do Ask, Do Tell: Speech Is a
Fundamental Right, Being Listened to Is a Privilege is the third of a sequence of my Do Ask, Do Tell
books. The general themes of the books are individualism and personal responsibility, and especially
how these precepts apply to gay equality and free speech issues. The first book was Do Ask, Do Tell:
A Gay Conservative Lashes Back in 1997. The book was motivated by the early fight over gays in the
military that ensued after President Clintons inauguration in 1993. There is a long narrative going
back to my own expulsion from a civilian college and then my experience with the military draft,
which makes for a certain irony. The book, toward the end, switches from historical and
autobiographical accounts to policy discussions on discrimination in other areas, which are
presented in a manner concentric to the military issue as like a superstorm core. One important
concept is that individual rights are connected to the ability to share risks (like availability for
military service) that belong to the common good. In late 1998, I published a supplementary booklet,




less than a hundred pages, called Our Fundamental Rights, which does not carry the Do Ask, Do Tell
prefix. In 2002, I published Do Ask Do Tell: When Liberty Is Stressed, a set of essays that respond to
the issues accentuated by the 9/11 attacks and by new legal threats to Internet speech (such as the
1998 Child Online Protection Act, or COPA). One idea that I covered in the book was a Bill of Rights
II. The latest book traces these widely dispersed issues centered around individualism further,
particularly in areas like various threats to Internet freedom that we take for granted, gay equality
(including marriage and parenting), the workplace, and eldercare, the latter driven by rapid
demographic change. The new book is in two parts. Part 1 comprises a prologue and six nonfiction
chapters about different problem areas, with recreation of a variety of incidents at various points in
my life. However, the sequence of narration is not chronological, as it was in the first book. Part 2
consists of three short stories. The stories demonstrate some of the ideas in the nonfiction chapters.
One, written in 1969, is a somewhat fictionalized account of my own Basic Combat Training
experience in 1968. The second, written in 1981, depicts two former college roommates reuniting
and going on a trip through countryside heavily damaged by strip-mining for coal. The third, written
in 2013, presents another road trip, this one more bizarre, with the protagonist, having gotten what
he wants, returns home to find a world besieged with an unusual catastrophe and ready to accept
the idea of an instant family, like it or not. My ideas about how to process all the questions about
individual rights have become more subtle and far more personal. Back in the 1990s, it was easy to
say that social and political policy should be fiscally conservative yet socially liberal. Libertarian
positions, of minimal government at all levels, seemed to promote individual rights; there was no
legitimate reason for the state to concern itself with adults in the bedroom or even what they choose
to put into their own bodies. Of course, even then, as I discussed in the first book, there were
enormous practical tensions. Even though there were plenty of complaints that gays and singles
were not treated equally in public policy, in practice people without families often had much more
discretionary income and much more time for their own pursuits. In time, it has become apparent
that the disinclination of many people to have children at all can lead to enormous problems in the
future in funding retirement income and health and custodial care. In areas ranging from the
epidemiology of HIV to the way bizarre and dangerous infectious diseases are incubated by
agricultural practice in the developing world, and in debates about vaccine policy, it is apparent tha

a parents guide to preventing homosexuality: Books That Change lives CLC Publications,
2014-08-19 Books That Change Lives is a compilation of essential books recommended by Christian
retail book experts. This guide is a useful tool for beginners just coming to the faith, “veteran”
Christians searching for growth and guidance and church leaders seeking to study the Christian
faith and recommend quality Christian books to others.

a parents guide to preventing homosexuality: Patriots Will Thompson,

a parents guide to preventing homosexuality: Examining the Impact of Trauma Bradley D.
Grammer, 2016-06-16 Through twenty-five years of walking alongside those in conflict with their
sexuality, Brad has come to understand what is at the heart of same-sex attraction: trauma. Little is
understood about the concept of trauma and only recently has the method of trauma-informed care
come to the forefront of helping others. People often react negatively to the concept of trauma being
at the heart of any kind of gender identity or sexual confusion. Christians also struggle to
understand and provide loving help to those who have sought to overcome attractions they do not
desire. Believers need to be equipped with a deeper understanding of the foundations of same-sex
attraction, whether they face these desires themselves or have loved ones for whom they care. An
integral part of helping those with same-sex attraction is learning what we all have in common in
experiences with trauma and our reactions to it. Brad draws from his own story, as well as his
ministry experience, to add to the discussion in hopes of filling in the gaps that remain unfilled on
the issue of same-sex attraction.

a parents guide to preventing homosexuality: Congratulations, You've Got Tweens! Paul
Pettit, 2007-02-21 Some of the most challenging years of development are the be-tween years of
8-12. Five-time father Paul Pettit has navigated these rocky roads and offers encouragement, as well



as practical advice, to help parents avoid the extremes of demanding perfection and disillusioned
apathy.

a parents guide to preventing homosexuality: Gay Affirmative Therapy for the Straight
Clinician: The Essential Guide Joe Kort, 2011-05-02 All the answers straight clinicians need to
work effectively with gay and lesbian clients. It has been over three decades since the American
Psychiatric Association removed homosexuality as a category of deviant behavior from the DSM.
Same-sex marriage is recognized in certain states, gay-straight alliances are springing up in high
schools across the country, and major religious denominations are embracing gay clergy. Yet despite
the sea change of attitudes toward homosexuality, many well-meaning straight therapists are still at
a loss as to how to effectively counsel their gay and lesbian clients. This book will offer straight
therapists the tools they need to counsel gay and lesbian clients effectively.

a parents guide to preventing homosexuality: LGBTQ Clients in Therapy Joe Kort,
2018-03-20 All the answers clinicians need to work effectively with LGBTQ clients. A therapist who
treats LGBTQ clients often must be more than “gay friendly.” Clinical experience, scientific
research, and cultural understanding are advancing rapidly, and the task of being LGBTQ informed
is ever-changing in today's world. This book covers topics such as how to avoid making the common
mistake of believing that a couple is a couple, thus treating LGBTQ couples the same as their
heterosexual counterparts; how to treat clients struggling in mixed orientation marriages and
relationships (straight and LGBTQ spouses in the same couple); and how to work with all clients who
have non-heteronormative sexual behaviors and practices. Perhaps most importantly, the book
discusses covert cultural sexual abuse (the trauma suffered from having to suppress one's own
sexual and gender identity) as well as the difficult process of coming out to family and friends. A
therapist's job is to help clients and their identities through their own lens and not anyone
else's—especially the therapist's. The gay affirmative principles put forward in this book will help
you build a stronger relationship with your LGBTQ clients and become the go-to therapist in your
area.

a parents guide to preventing homosexuality: Handbook of LGBTQ-Affirmative Couple and
Family Therapy Rebecca Harvey, Megan J. Murphy, Jerry J. Bigner, Joseph L. Wetchler, 2021-11-29
This comprehensive second edition inspires therapists to utilize clinical work to pragmatically
address intersectional oppressions, lessen the burden of minority stress, and implement effective
LGBTQ affirmative therapy. A unique and important contribution to LGBTQ literature, this handbook
includes both new and updated chapters reflecting cutting-edge intersectional themes like race,
ethnicity, polyamory, and monosexual normativity. A host of expert contributors outline the best
practices in affirmative therapy, inspiring therapists to guide LGBTQ clients into deconstructing the
heteronormative power imbalances that undermine LGBTQ relationships and families. There is also
an increased focus on clinical application, with fresh vignettes included throughout to highlight
effective treatment strategies. Couple and family therapists and clinicians working with LGBTQ
clients, and those interested in implementing affirmative therapy in their practice, will find this
updated handbook essential.

a parents guide to preventing homosexuality: How and When to Tell Your Kids about
Sex Stan Jones, Brenna Jones, 2014-02-27 This book will help you establish a biblical view of
sexuality for your kids. Learn how and when to talk with your children about sexual curiosity,
physical changes of puberty, dating, chastity, and more.

a parents guide to preventing homosexuality: Family Matters Hilde Lgvdal Stephens,
2019-10-15 The first full-length study of a pivotal figure in American evangelical faith James
Dobson—child psychologist, author, radio personality, and founder of the Christian conservative
organization Focus on the Family—published his first book, Dare to Discipline, in 1970 and quickly
became the go-to family expert for evangelical parents across the United States as American
evangelicalism rose as a major political force. The family expert became a leading voice in the
Reagan Revolution, and played a role in making American evangelicals even more firmly associated
with the Republican Party. Dobson’s principle beliefs are that the family is the center of Christian



America and that the traditional family must be defended from perceived threats such as gay rights,
feminism, abortion, and the secularization of public schools. Dobson and Focus on the Family
dominated Christian media through print, radio, and online venues, and their message reached
millions of American evangelical households, shaping the cultural sensibilities and political attitudes
of evangelical families throughout the culture wars from the 1980s into the 2000s. Family Matters:
James Dobson and Focus on the Family’s Crusade for the Christian Home by Hilde Lgvdal Stephens
is an insightful history and analysis of James Dobson’s rise to fame, effect on American evangelical
culture, and subsequent descent from relevance. Extensively researched, Lovdal Stephens scoured
through Dobson’s books, articles, and other materials published by Focus on the Family in order to
explore how evangelicals defined and defended the traditional family as an ideal and as a symbol in
an ever-changing world. By contextualizing the history of Dobson’s reign, Lgvdal Stephens’s
discerning analysis fills an important gap in our understandings of the politics and culture of late
twentieth-century conservative Christianity in the United States. She explores complex topics
ranging from Dobson’s celebration of what he believes are timeless biblical values, such as
maintaining strict and defined gender roles, to the ways Dobson and Focus on the Family balanced
their basic ideals with real everyday lives of average American evangelical families, facing the
realities of divorce, working mothers, and other perceived threats to the traditional family.

a parents guide to preventing homosexuality: Pedagogy of the Heart Martin Kokol,
2022-03-11 In this honest and daring work, Kokol tracks his career beginning as a high school
teacher in south Florida, up to a graduate student in Massachusetts, out to a university professor in
Utah and finally in New York City, and then to a high school teacher once again in eastern Idaho.
What he learns along the way is both surprising and revealing in new ways to an audience that
might be in the process of becoming a secondary school teacher. The author has not only spent time
documenting his growth as he winds up in very different places in this country, but also puts
together an unusually insightful and long overdue blueprint on where we can go as educators in this
rising age of Generation Z. What comes out is meant to drum up conversations both in schools of
education at the university level as well as out in the trenches of public and private secondary
schools. The author reveals not only his professional ideas, but also his personal journey, not at all
easy in the zip codes in which he finds himself at different points in his career. His work is
wonderfully honest, even refreshing and his readers will most certainly delight at the personal
connection he succeeds at making.

a parents guide to preventing homosexuality: Practicing what the Doctor Preached Susan
Bales Ridgely, 2017 James Dobson is well-known to the secular world as a crusader for the Christian
right. But within Christian circles he is known primarily as a childrearing expert; millions of
American children have been raised on his message. Practicing What the Doctor Preached looks at
how Dobson's rigid, authoritarian teachings are put into practice by actual families, often in
surprisingly flexible ways.

a parents guide to preventing homosexuality: Love and Life (2nd Ed): Parent , 2006 The
Parent Guide provides an informative overview of the entire course with an easy to understand
explanation of Catholic teaching on sexual morality. Included are: helpful suggestions for exercises,
communication, and family activities; specific lesson objectives, practical answers to today's
problems; benefits of chastity education in the home, and recommended readings.

a parents guide to preventing homosexuality: Freedom of Speech David K. Shipler,
2015-05-12 A provocative, timely assessment of the state of free speech in America With his best
seller The Working Poor, Pulitzer Prize winner and former New York Times veteran David K. Shipler
cemented his place among our most trenchant social commentators. Now he turns his incisive
reporting to a critical American ideal: freedom of speech. Anchored in personal stories—sometimes
shocking, sometimes absurd, sometimes dishearteningly familiar—Shipler’s investigations of the
cultural limits on both expression and the willingness to listen build to expose troubling instabilities
in the very foundations of our democracy. Focusing on recent free speech controversies across the
nation, Shipler maps a rapidly shifting topography of political and cultural norms: parents in



Michigan rallying to teachers vilified for their reading lists; conservative ministers risking their
churches’ tax-exempt status to preach politics from the pulpit; national security reporters using
techniques more common in dictatorships to avoid leak prosecution; a Washington, D.C., Jewish
theater’s struggle for creative control in the face of protests targeting productions critical of Israel;
history teachers in Texas quietly bypassing a reactionary curriculum to give students access to
unapproved perspectives; the mixed blessings of the Internet as a forum for dialogue about race.
These and other stories coalesce to reveal the systemic patterns of both suppression and opportunity
that are making today a transitional moment for the future of one of our founding principles.
Measured yet sweeping, Freedom of Speech brilliantly reveals the triumphs and challenges of
defining and protecting the boundaries of free expression in modern America.
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