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Comparative Politics Integrating Theories, Methods, and Cases: A Comprehensive Exploration

comparative politics integrating theories methods and cases serves as the cornerstone for understanding the
complex world of political systems and behaviors across different countries. This fascinating subfield of
political science delves into analyzing and comparing political institutions, processes, and outcomes by
weaving together a rich tapestry of theoretical frameworks, innovative methodological approaches, and
diverse case studies. By doing so, scholars and practitioners gain invaluable insights into how political
dynamics unfold in varying contexts, helping us make sense of global governance, democratization, conflict, and
policy-making.

In this article, we will journey through the essence of comparative politics, spotlighting the integration of
theories, methodological tools, and real-world cases that illuminate the discipline. Whether you are a
student, researcher, or simply curious about political science, this overview will clarify how these elements
come together to offer a robust, nuanced understanding of political phenomena worldwide.

Understanding Comparative Politics: The Basics

At its core, comparative politics involves the systematic study and comparison of political systems,
institutions, and behaviors across different countries to identify patterns, causes, and effects. Unlike
international relations, which focuses on interactions between states, comparative politics zooms in on
internal political dynamics. However, mastering this field requires more than just observing similarities and
differences; it demands theoretical grounding, sound methods, and detailed case analyses.

The Role of Theories in Comparative Politics

Theories in comparative politics provide the conceptual tools needed to interpret political realities. They help
scholars formulate hypotheses about how political institutions function, why certain political behaviors
occur, or what factors lead to regime change. Some prominent theories include:

- **Institutionalism:** Focuses on how political institutions shape behavior and outcomes. It highlights
formal rules and informal norms.
- **Rational Choice Theory:** Assumes individuals act strategically to maximize their preferences, influencing
political decisions and alliances.
- **Marxism and Political Economy:** Emphasizes economic structures and class relations as determinants of
political power and conflict.
- **Cultural Theories:** Explore how political culture, identities, and values affect political systems.
- **Structural Functionalism:** Looks at how political systems maintain stability and adapt to change.

Integrating these theories allows comparative politics to approach political questions with flexibility and
depth. For instance, combining institutional analysis with cultural perspectives may explain why similar
institutions perform differently in distinct societies.

Methods in Comparative Politics: Tools for Analysis

To truly understand political phenomena, theories must be tested and refined through robust research methods.
Comparative politics integrates qualitative and quantitative methods to analyze data, test theories, and
draw meaningful conclusions.



Qualitative Methods: Deep Dives into Political Realities

Qualitative approaches are invaluable when exploring complex social and political contexts. They often
involve:

- **Case Studies:** In-depth examination of a single country or event to uncover unique dynamics or test
theoretical propositions.
- **Process Tracing:** Investigating causal mechanisms within a case to establish how certain outcomes
occur.
- **Comparative Historical Analysis:** Studying political developments over time to identify patterns and
transformations.
- **Interviews and Ethnography:** Gathering firsthand data from political actors or communities.

These methods allow for rich, contextualized understanding, especially in cases where numbers alone cannot
capture subtleties of power, identity, or institutional change.

Quantitative Methods: Measuring Political Phenomena

Quantitative methods bring statistical rigor to comparative politics by analyzing numerical data across
countries or regions. Common techniques include:

- **Cross-National Statistical Analysis:** Using datasets like Polity IV or World Bank indicators to test
correlations or causal relationships.
- **Surveys and Polls:** Collecting data on public opinion, political attitudes, or voting behaviors.
- **Regression Analysis:** Determining the impact of variables such as economic development or education on
political outcomes.

By integrating quantitative methods, scholars can identify broad trends and patterns, making generalizations
that complement the depth of qualitative insights.

Cases as the Heartbeat of Comparative Politics

While theories and methods provide the framework, real-world political cases bring life and relevance to
comparative politics. Selecting appropriate cases is essential for illuminating how theories hold up under
diverse conditions and for uncovering unexpected phenomena.

Types of Cases in Comparative Politics

- **Most Similar Systems Design (MSSD):** Comparing countries that are alike in many respects but differ in a
specific outcome to isolate causal factors.
- **Most Different Systems Design (MDSD):** Comparing very different countries that share a political
outcome to identify common causes.
- **Critical Cases:** Cases that are particularly important or revealing for testing a theory.
- **Deviant Cases:** Outliers that challenge dominant explanations and encourage theory refinement.

Examples of Influential Case Studies

- **The Study of Democratization in Eastern Europe:** Post-Cold War transitions offer fertile ground for
examining how institutional legacies, economic conditions, and civil society contribute to democracy.
- **Authoritarian Regimes in the Middle East:** Cases like Egypt and Saudi Arabia illuminate the role of oil



wealth, religion, and repression in regime durability.
- **Comparing Welfare States:** Nordic countries versus Southern European systems reveal insights into
how culture and institutions shape social policy.

These cases not only test theoretical propositions but also enrich our empirical knowledge of political
diversity.

Integrating Theories, Methods, and Cases: Why It Matters

The true power of comparative politics lies in weaving theories, methods, and cases into a coherent analytical
approach. This integration ensures that findings are both conceptually sound and empirically grounded. For
example:

- A scholar might use institutional theory to hypothesize why some democracies perform better economically,
apply quantitative methods to test this across countries, and then conduct qualitative case studies to
understand exceptional cases.
- Policymakers benefit from understanding how theories apply in specific contexts, supported by methodological
evidence, to design better governance reforms.

This holistic approach also encourages interdisciplinary collaboration, drawing from sociology, economics,
history, and anthropology to enrich political analysis.

Tips for Students and Researchers

- Always ground your research question in a clear theoretical framework but remain open to revising it based
on empirical findings.
- Mix methods thoughtfully; qualitative insights can explain statistical patterns, and quantitative data can
guide case selection.
- Choose cases carefully to maximize the explanatory power of your study.
- Stay updated with new datasets, software, and methodologies emerging in comparative politics.
- Engage with ongoing debates and critiques to refine your understanding.

Emerging Trends in Comparative Politics

As the world changes, so does the study of comparative politics. Increasingly, scholars integrate big data,
computational methods, and network analysis to explore political phenomena. Topics like populism, digital
authoritarianism, and climate politics require fresh theoretical perspectives and methodological innovations.

Moreover, the push for decolonizing political science urges more inclusive case selections beyond Western-
centric narratives, enriching the discipline’s ability to explain diverse political realities.

By embracing the integration of theories, methods, and cases, comparative politics remains a dynamic field that
helps us comprehend and navigate the complexities of governance and power in our interconnected world.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main focus of comparative politics as a subfield of political



science?

Comparative politics primarily focuses on analyzing and comparing political systems, institutions, processes,
and behavior across different countries to understand patterns, causes, and effects of political phenomena.

How do theories enhance the study of comparative politics?

Theories provide frameworks for explaining political behavior and institutional functions, enabling scholars to
generate hypotheses, interpret data, and predict political outcomes across diverse contexts.

What role do methods play in comparative politics research?

Methods, including qualitative and quantitative techniques, are essential for systematically collecting and
analyzing data, ensuring rigor, validity, and reliability in comparative political studies.

Why is case selection important in comparative politics?

Selecting appropriate cases allows researchers to test theories effectively, control for variables, and draw
meaningful comparisons that contribute to generalizable knowledge.

What are some common methodological approaches used in comparative
politics?

Common approaches include case studies, cross-national statistical analysis, fieldwork, experiments, and
mixed-methods research that combine qualitative and quantitative data.

How do integration of theories and methods improve understanding in
comparative politics?

Integrating theories and methods allows for more comprehensive analyses by combining conceptual insights with
empirical evidence, enhancing explanatory power and policy relevance.

Can you provide an example of a comparative politics theory and its
application?

The modernization theory, which posits that economic development leads to democratization, has been applied
to analyze political transitions in countries like South Korea and Taiwan.

What challenges do researchers face when comparing political systems?

Challenges include dealing with cultural differences, language barriers, varying data availability and quality,
and controlling for historical and contextual factors that may influence outcomes.

How do case studies contribute uniquely to comparative politics?

Case studies provide in-depth contextual analysis of specific political phenomena, allowing for detailed
understanding of complex processes and generating hypotheses for further comparative testing.

Additional Resources
Comparative Politics Integrating Theories, Methods, and Cases: A Comprehensive Review



comparative politics integrating theories methods and cases represents a critical pillar in the discipline of
political science, offering scholars and practitioners a multidimensional toolkit to understand political
systems, behaviors, and institutions worldwide. This integrative approach is essential for dissecting complex
political phenomena by bridging theoretical frameworks, empirical methodologies, and diverse case studies. The
evolving landscape of global politics, marked by rapid democratization, authoritarian resilience, and shifting
geopolitical alliances, demands a refined analytical lens that comparative politics uniquely provides.

The Essence of Comparative Politics: Theoretical Foundations and
Methodological Tools

Comparative politics, as a subfield, fundamentally seeks to analyze political systems comparatively rather
than in isolation. Integrating theories, methods, and cases allows researchers to move beyond descriptive
accounts toward explanatory and predictive insights. Theories in comparative politics range from structural-
functionalism and institutionalism to rational choice and constructivism, each offering distinct perspectives
on how political entities operate and interact.

For instance, institutionalism emphasizes the role of formal structures like constitutions and electoral
systems in shaping political outcomes, while rational choice theory foregrounds individual actors’ strategic
decisions. Constructivist approaches, conversely, focus on the socially constructed nature of political
identities and norms. By synthesizing these theoretical lenses, scholars can capture the multifaceted reality of
political dynamics.

In terms of methods, comparative politics employs both qualitative and quantitative techniques. Case studies,
ethnographies, and field research provide in-depth contextual understanding, whereas statistical analyses and
large-N comparisons enable generalizability and pattern recognition. The integration of mixed methods has
surged in recent years, reflecting a growing acknowledgment that complex political questions demand diverse
evidence sources and analytical rigor.

Case Studies as a Crucial Element in Comparative Politics

Cases serve as the empirical backbone of comparative politics, grounding abstract theories in concrete
realities. Selecting cases strategically—whether by most similar systems design or most different systems
design—helps isolate variables and test hypotheses. For example, comparing democratic transitions in South
Korea and Taiwan offers insights into economic development’s impact on democratization, while contrasting
autocratic regimes like Russia and Venezuela illuminates authoritarian survival strategies.

The power of case-based analysis lies in its capacity to reveal causal mechanisms and contextual factors
that large-scale statistical studies might overlook. Moreover, cases foster a nuanced appreciation of
political culture, historical legacies, and institutional configurations that shape governance.

Integrating Theories and Methods: Bridging Normative and Empirical
Dimensions

One of the persistent challenges in comparative politics is reconciling normative theories—concerned with
ideals of justice and democracy—with empirical research focused on observable phenomena. The integration of
theories, methods, and cases facilitates this balance by enabling scholars to test normative claims against
real-world data.

Take, for instance, the theory of deliberative democracy, which posits that legitimate political decisions arise
from inclusive and reasoned debate. Empirical studies using case comparisons of deliberative forums in different
countries examine whether such ideals translate into practice and under what conditions. This approach



enriches normative debates by grounding them in practical realities.

Similarly, integrating qualitative narratives with quantitative indicators can illuminate the conditions under
which political reforms succeed or fail. For example, World Bank governance indicators combined with
ethnographic insights from local political actors provide a more comprehensive picture of institutional
effectiveness.

Comparative Politics in the Age of Globalization and Digital
Transformation

In today’s interconnected world, comparative politics must adapt to new challenges and opportunities.
Globalization and digital technologies have transformed political participation, state-society relations, and
policy diffusion. Integrating traditional theories with contemporary methods—such as social network
analysis and big data analytics—enhances the capacity to analyze these phenomena.

For example, comparative studies of social movements now incorporate digital footprint analyses to
understand mobilization patterns across countries. Similarly, cross-national comparisons of e-governance
initiatives utilize both survey data and case narratives to evaluate impacts on transparency and citizen
engagement.

This fusion of innovative methods with established theoretical frameworks underscores the field’s dynamic
nature and its responsiveness to evolving political realities.

Challenges and Opportunities in Comparative Politics Research

While integrating theories, methods, and cases enriches comparative politics, it also presents methodological
and epistemological challenges. The complexity of political phenomena often defies simple causal explanations,
raising questions about validity, reliability, and generalizability.

Researchers must navigate trade-offs between depth and breadth: in-depth case studies offer rich
contextualization but may limit generalizability, whereas large-N quantitative studies provide statistical
power but risk oversimplification. Combining multiple methods demands methodological rigor and transparency
to avoid biases.

Furthermore, the selection of cases can be influenced by researcher biases or geopolitical considerations,
potentially skewing findings. Addressing these issues requires reflexivity and adherence to robust comparative
frameworks.

Nonetheless, the integrative approach opens avenues for innovative research designs. Multimethod studies,
longitudinal analyses, and cross-regional comparisons enhance the robustness and relevance of political
inquiry.

Pros and Cons of Integrating Theories, Methods, and Cases in Comparative
Politics

Pros:

Provides comprehensive understanding by combining multiple perspectives.

Enables triangulation of data, increasing validity and reliability.



Facilitates nuanced explanations sensitive to context and complexity.

Encourages methodological innovation and interdisciplinary collaboration.

Cons:

Demands high levels of expertise across theories and methods.

May encounter difficulties in integrating conflicting theoretical assumptions.

Resource-intensive in terms of data collection and analysis.

Potential for overcomplication, hindering clear conclusions.

Case Examples Illustrating the Integration of Comparative Politics
Approaches

To illustrate the practical benefits of integrating theories, methods, and cases, consider the comparative
analysis of welfare state development in Scandinavia versus Southern Europe. Institutional theories explain
the role of political parties and bureaucracies, while culturalist perspectives highlight societal values
influencing policy preferences. Quantitative data on social spending combined with qualitative interviews of
policymakers and beneficiaries create a holistic picture of welfare dynamics.

Another example is the study of electoral systems’ impact on party fragmentation. Rational choice
institutionalism provides hypotheses about incentives for party formation, tested through cross-national
statistical models and country-specific case studies such as Germany’s mixed-member system and India’s
plurality system. This approach uncovers how institutional design shapes political competition and
representation.

These cases demonstrate how integrating diverse approaches yields richer insights unattainable through
singular lenses.

---

The field of comparative politics thrives on the interplay of theoretical innovation, methodological diversity,
and empirical grounding. By weaving together theories, methods, and cases, scholars can better navigate the
complexities of political life, offering explanations and predictions that resonate across different contexts.
This integrative approach not only advances academic knowledge but also informs policy-making and
democratic practice in an increasingly interconnected world.
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  comparative politics integrating theories methods and cases: Comparative Politics James
Tyler Dickovick, Jonathan Eastwood, 2015-07-01 Why do countries have different institutions and
forms of government? Why do some social revolutions succeed and endure while others fail? Why
are some societies subjected to terrorism and not others? An engaging and accessible introduction
to the subject, Comparative Politics: Integrating Theories, Methods, and Cases, Second Edition,
gives students the methodological tools they need to answer the big questions in the field. The
authors introduce methods early in the text and integrate them throughout in order to help students
develop a systematic way of thinking about comparative politics. FEATURES * A unique structure
offers the best of thematic and country-by-country approaches. Sixteen succinct thematic
chapters--organized around the big questions in the field--are followed by a separate section at the
end of the book offering full-length profiles and case studies for twelve countries * Each chapter
integrates several standalone country case studies in Case in Context boxes; these features tie into
the narrative, pose questions, and point students to the full case discussions in the country profiles *
Thinking Comparatively sections at the end of each chapter introduce new methodological tools and
help students apply the theories and concepts covered in that chapter * Thinking It Through
questions help students test their ability to apply comparative politics theories to cases * Research
Prompts in every case-study section help students develop comparative projects and papers
  comparative politics integrating theories methods and cases: Comparative Politics J. Tyler
Dickovick, Jonathan Eastwood, David B. MacDonald, 2020-01-02 Integrating theories, methods, and
country cases with an emphasis on application and analysis.Combining thematic organization and a
variety of country-specific case studies, Comparative Politics Integrating Theories, Methods, and
Cases is an engaging and accessible introduction to comparative politics. Methodological tools are
introduced early in the text and integrated throughout to helpstudents develop a systematic way of
doing their own analyses of concepts and issues. These tools include theories, the basics of the
comparative method, and manageable case materials for practice, all in the context of the big
questions in comparative politics today.
  comparative politics integrating theories methods and cases: A Functional Theory of
Government, Law, and Institutions Kalu N. Kalu, 2019-07-12 This book examines the notion that
while states may differ in terms of ideology, economic system, and institutional architecture, their
role as an organizing framework for system-wide political action and international relations is
contingent on a series of competing and oftentimes mutually exclusive factors. This work clarifies
factors that contribute to our understanding of the critical roles of systemic and sub-systemic
elements of society and how they reinforce the reciprocal problems of human and social
organizations, and the institutionalization processes that help to constrain them.
  comparative politics integrating theories methods and cases: Issues and Methods in
Comparative Politics Todd Landman, Edzia Carvalho, 2016-12-01 Building on the strengths of the
third edition, this highly regarded textbook continues to provide the best introduction to the
strategies of comparative research in political science. Divided into three parts, the book begins by
examining different methods, applying these methods to dominant issues in comparative politics
using a wealth of topical examples from around the world, and then discusses the new challenges in
the area. This thoroughly revised and updated edition features: Additional contemporary case
studies including the democratisation of technology and the Arab Spring; Detailed discussion of
regression analysis and diffusion; More analysis of justice, inequality, and compliance; Reflection on
new methods and treatments of contemporary comparative politics. Balancing reader friendly
features with high quality analysis makes this popular academic text is essential reading for
everyone interested in comparative politics and research methods.
  comparative politics integrating theories methods and cases: Populist Authoritarianism
Wenfang Tang, 2016-01-04 Populist Authoritarianism focuses on the Chinese Communist Party,
which governs the world's largest population in a single-party authoritarian state. Wenfang Tang
attempts to explain the seemingly contradictory trends of the increasing number of protests on the



one hand, and the results of public opinion surveys that consistently show strong government
support on the other hand. The book points to the continuity from the CCP's revolutionary
experiences to its current governing style, even though China has changed in many ways on the
surface in the post-Mao era. The book proposes a theoretical framework of Populist Authoritarianism
with six key elements, including the Mass Line ideology, accumulation of social capital, public
political activism and contentious politics, a hyper-responsive government, weak political and civil
institutions, and a high level of regime trust. These traits of Populist Authoritarianism are supported
by empirical evidence drawn from multiple public opinion surveys conducted from 1987 to 2015.
Although the CCP currently enjoys strong public support, such a system is inherently vulnerable due
to its institutional deficiency. Public opinion can swing violently due to policy failure and the up and
down of a leader or an elite faction. The drastic change of public opinion cannot be filtered through
political institutions such as elections and the rule of law, creating system-wide political
earthquakes.
  comparative politics integrating theories methods and cases: The Oxford Handbook of
Nigerian Politics A. Carl LeVan, Patrick Ukata, 2018-10-18 The Oxford Handbook of Nigerian Politics
offers a comprehensive analysis of Nigeria's very rich history and ever changing politics to its
readers. It provides a deep understanding of Nigeria's socio-political evolution and experience by
covering broad range of political issues and historical eras. The volume encompasses 44 chapters
organized thematically into essays covering history, political institutions, civil society, economic and
social policy, identity and insecurity, and Nigeria in a globalized world. By identifying many of the
classic debates in Nigerian politics, the chapters serve as an authoritative introduction to Africa's
most populous country. The chapters are interdisciplinary, introducing readers to classic debates
and key research on Nigeria, as well as new methodologies, new data, and a compelling corpus of
research questions for the next generation of researchers and readers interested in Africa.
  comparative politics integrating theories methods and cases: Bosnia as Civic State and
Global Citizen Philip C. Aka, 2021-11-22 For long, the narrative in constitutional law, public policy,
and statecraft is that Bosnia must join the EU, as a matter of economic development and nation
building. This book introduces another dimension to the narrative, oversighted, without which the
story remains one-dimensional, rather than balanced. That missing element in the literature this
study integrates is a reformed Bosnian state, along the lines proposed in this book, that operates
outside the EU. The setting of the work within the fields of knowledge of comparative constitutional
law, and public choice theory provides added value to the reader, including students, scholars,
policy makers, and lay persons.
  comparative politics integrating theories methods and cases: Comparative Politics ,
2018
  comparative politics integrating theories methods and cases: The Political Ecology of
Pakistan Gholam Mujtaba, 2018-10-23 Pakistan is about to play a pivotal role in global politics.
Serving as a gateway to the Middle East and a conduit to Central and South Asia, it will be a crucial
partner as the United States contends with China’s rise as an emerging global superpower and seeks
to maintain its hegemony in the region. The problem is, for many people in the West, Pakistan is
somewhat of a black box, with few Westerners understanding the country’s complex history and
current political reality. The Political Ecology of Pakistan aims to change this by outlining the
geopolitical history of Pakistan since the country gained independence in 1947, focusing in
particular on the military’s ongoing role in state affairs and the struggle for democracy to take root
in the region. In addition, this book outlines Pakistan’s improved economy, internal security,
religious harmony, equality of opportunity, corruption-free society, and growing transparency and
accountability, all of which will make the country a vital partner in securing and maintaining peace
in the region. This information will be of interest to policymakers as well as those who are seeking to
understand Pakistan’s geopolitical significance.
  comparative politics integrating theories methods and cases: IndraStra Originals May
2018 IndraStra Global Editorial Team, Sriparna Pathak, Shamshad Akhtar, Abu Sufian Shamrat,



2018-05-31 IndraStra Originals May 2018 is an ebook, which contains a set of selected original
articles which were published at indrastra.com in May 2018.
  comparative politics integrating theories methods and cases: Undercurrent Journal: Vol.
10, Issue 3 (Summer 2014) [B&W] Clarke Foster (Editor-In-Chief), 2014-09-24 Undercurrent is the
only student-run national undergraduate journal publishing scholarly essays and articles that
explore the subject of international development. The journal is a refereed publication dedicated to
providing a non-partisan, supportive, yet critical and competitive forum exclusively for
undergraduate research, writing, and editing.
  comparative politics integrating theories methods and cases: Human Rights in
Nigeria's External Relations Philip Aka, 2016-12-20 This book is a broad-ranging argument for
thorough reforms at home and abroad in Nigeria as the only antidote to the nation-building
dilemmas Nigeria confronts in the first quarter of the twenty-first century. Because of its enormous
material and human endowments, Nigeria is dubbed the “Giant of Africa.” It is a moniker many of its
leaders take seriously. Yet, Nigeria is a state rife with instability, some of it periodically erupting
into violence. Given still-ongoing national security challenges in the land that notoriously includes a
bloody religion-oriented terrorism, the Fourth Republic since 1999, the longest period of continuous
democratic rule since independence—key to the timeline of this book—has not been insulated from
the spell of instability. The main argument of this work is that internationally agreed-upon ethical
standards embedded in human rights can save Nigeria. This book is a methodologically and
theoretically-grounded, seminal discourse on Nigerian foreign relations that spells out the human
rights or lack thereof in those relations, including underlying and impinging domestic forces. This
work is set around six issues of application embedded in a temple of Nigeria’s human rights foreign
policy, comprising two steps and four pillars: reconstructed national interest, increased human
rights at home, redesigned peacekeeping, reshaped foreign policy machinery, increased bilateralism
in foreign relations, and the use of ECOWAS as human rights tool. Although focused on the period
since independence, for proper understanding of events from the past that shape the current
patterns of politics in the land, this book also embodies a historical background chapter that
overviews the pre-colonial and colonial eras.
  comparative politics integrating theories methods and cases: The Political Economy of
Universal Healthcare in Africa Philip C. Aka, Hassan Wahab, Yvette M. Alex-Assensoh, 2022-04-27
The global rise in pandemics, most recently COVID-19, and other health challenges, some of which
are due to climate change, have imposed significant challenges on the healthcare systems in
economies around the world. Thus, this book deals with an issue that is very timely and relevant, not
just in Africa but globally. It critically assesses healthcare reforms in Ghana under the Fourth
Republic, since 1993. Although it focuses on Ghana’s National Health Insurance Scheme of 2003,
the book instructively goes beyond this program. The book argues that, although Ghana is a
bellwether of healthcare reforms in Africa, its healthcare initiatives are still far from the service
haven of healthcare as a human right. Themes that animate the book’s argument include the need to
translate human rights law, such as the right to health, into practical policies that work for ordinary
citizens. Key highlights of the book include an increased accent on health as a human right,
emphasis on comparative analysis in healthcare studies, and the formulation of a four-hallmark
framework, embedded in economics, law, politics, and human rights, to act as a guide for
assessment of healthcare reforms in Africa in particular, and Ghana more specifically. Using Ghana
as a case study and analytical window into the world, the book offers a valuable and timely resource
for academics, students and policymakers across the disciplines of development and healthcare
economics, law, public policy, political science, sociology, and African and Caribbean studies, as well
as in various fields in health science.
  comparative politics integrating theories methods and cases: The Crisis of Democracy?
Chances, Risks and Challenges in Japan (Asia) and Germany (Europe) Ralf Kleinfeld, Carmen
Schmidt, 2019-10-29 “Is democracy in crisis?” Against the background of a visible loss of trust in
political, economic, religious and other institutions in Japan and Germany, this question is being



posed with increasing urgency. This volume brings together contributions from political sciences,
sociology, economics, psychology, history, law, and educational science to shed light on the future of
our democracies, economies, educational systems, party politics, national policies, and
social-structural changes, as well as socialization in the family and school, and related value
changes. By focusing on Japan and Germany, and including examples from Western Europe and East
Asia, this publication will determine transnational tendencies and provide an understanding of the
different consequences of development from country to country against the background of different
historical-cultural traditions and institutional realities.
  comparative politics integrating theories methods and cases: Revitalizing Classrooms
Jeffery W. Galle, Rebecca L. Harrison, 2017-10-24 Revitalizing Classrooms brings together six
diverse essays with the central purpose of providing a venue for scholar teachers from a number of
disciplines to convey their individual journeys in pedagogical innovation. These classroom narratives
involve a paradigm shift away from traditional lecture modes to vital, active, engaged teaching and
learning. From high school classrooms to undergraduate and graduate classes, these models provide
adaptable ways to reinvigorate and energize classroom spaces that center student driven learning.
  comparative politics integrating theories methods and cases: Gender in the Political
Science Classroom Ekaterina M. Levintova, Alison Kathryn Staudinger, 2018-07-12 A collection of
studies examining the role of gender in teaching and learning in the traditionally male-dominated
field of political science. Gender in the Political Science Classroom looks at the roles gender plays in
teaching and learning in the traditionally male-dominated field of political science. The contributors
to this collection bring a new perspective to investigations of gender issues in the political behavior
literature and feminist pedagogy by uniting them with the Scholarship of Teaching and Learning
(SoTL). The volume offers a balance between the theoretical and the practical, and includes
discussions of issues such as curriculum, class participation, service learning, doctoral dissertations,
and professional placements. The contributors reveal the discipline of political science as a source of
continuing gender-based inequities, but also as a potential site for transformative pedagogy and
partnerships that are mindful of gender. While the contributors focus on the discipline of political
science, their findings about gender in higher education are relevant to SoTL practitioners, other
social-science disciplines, and the academy at large. “A bold and compelling collection that asks
important questions about the ways in which the teaching of Political Science reproduces gender
inequities.” —Aeron Haynie
  comparative politics integrating theories methods and cases: African Intellectuals and the
State of the Continent Olayiwola Abegunrin, Sabella Abidde, 2018-07-26 This festschrift is composed
in honor of a distinguished scholar and Pan-Africanist, Professor Sulayman S. Nyang, whose career
and intellectual pursuits spans more than 45 years—much of it at Howard University. Nyang’s
contributions to African affairs transcend the scope of the academic world as he served as First
Secretary and Head of Chancery of the Gambian Embassy in Saudi Arabia from 1975 to 1977, and
consultant to the World Bank and United Nations agencies. In addition, Professor Nyang served as
the President of the Interfaith Conference of Metropolitan Washington, DC, and a member of the
boards of many academic journals, and organizations of Islamic Studies in the USA. He has
published copiously on a variety of issues affecting continental Africans, Africans in the Diaspora,
and beyond. He has published and collaborated on dozens of books and book chapters and more
than 100 articles in referred journals.
  comparative politics integrating theories methods and cases: Human Rights in Nigeria's
External Relations in the Age of General Muhammadu Buhari and His Successors Philip C. Aka,
2024-07-17 Under the Fourth Republic since 1999, the challenge Nigerian leaders face like never
before is how to create a state that matches the expectations of their diverse peoples at home and
abroad. Taking this proposition as starting point, this book advances proposals for a human-right
policy, referred to alternately in the work as principled foreign policy, for Nigeria under the Fourth
Republic, taking advantage of the inestimable opportunity afforded by General Muhammadu
Buhari’s departure from the political scene on May 29, 2023, after the famine, domestically and



externally, wrought by his two terms of office as President. It is a broad-ranging argument, draped
in the less arcane constitutional vocabulary and material of human rights, for thoroughgoing reforms
at home and abroad as the only antidote to the nation-building dilemmas Nigeria confronts in the
first quarter of the twenty-first century. Buhari’s departure marks the end of military teleguidance of
Nigerian politics under the Fourth Republic in the camouflage of democratic rule, a birthmark of
remote control dating back to the first military intervention in the country in January 1966. These
momentous events within Nigeria coincide with equally epoch-making developments in the UK,
Nigeria’s former colonial overlord, with ripple effects in Nigeria, signified by the death of Queen
Elizabeth II, after seven decades on the throne, and the emergence of Prince Charles as King of
England. A new monarch in Britain adds to the opportunity that falls open for the reconfiguration of
Nigeria’s external relations with ramifications for the application of human rights in those relations.
Despite its known disabilities, Nigeria has the potential infrastructure, including its sizable
population, to conduct a human-right policy, if its leaders rationalize the country’s resources more
wisely.
  comparative politics integrating theories methods and cases: Political Culture, Change,
and Security Policy in Nigeria Kalu Kalu, 2018-03-15 Demonstrating how political culture facilitates
or distorts political preferences and political outcomes, this book explores how the historical
development of social conditions and the current social structures shape understandings and
constrain individual and collective actions within the Nigerian political system. Political Culture,
Change, and Security Policy examines the extent to which specific norms and socialization processes
within the political and civic culture abet corruption or the proclivity to engage in corrupt practices
and how they help reinforce political attitudes and civic norms that have the potential to undermine
the effectiveness of government. It also delineates specific doctrinal models and strategic framework
essential to the development and implementation of Nigeria’s national security policy, as well as
innovative approaches to national development planning. Professor Kalu N. Kalu offers an
exhaustive study that integrates several quantitative models in addressing a series of theoretical and
empirical questions that inform historical and contemporary issues of the Nigerian project. The
general premise is that it is not enough to simply highlight the problems of the state and address the
what question, we must also address the why and how questions that drive political change, policy
preferences, and competing political outcomes.
  comparative politics integrating theories methods and cases: Diversity in Decline? Arjun
Tremblay, 2018-12-28 In this book, Arjun Tremblay considers the future of multiculturalism,
contextualised within an ideological and political shift to the right. Is there any hope that
multiculturalism will survive alongside the rise of the political right across democracies? How can
policy makers continue to recognize and to accommodate minorities in an increasingly inhospitable
ideological environment? Based on evidence from three case studies, Tremblay develops a
hypothesis of multicultural outcomes, arguing that while the threat to multiculturalism is real, there
still is hope, and that not only is the fate of minority rights in liberal democracies far from sealed,
but it may still be possible to further protect the rights of immigrant and other minority groups in
years to come. In order to do this, proponents of diversity politics may need to reconceptualise
multiculturalism and other minority rights along instrumental lines as a means to fulfil policy
objectives above and beyond the recognition and accommodation of immigrant minorities. This will
be an important read for scholars interested in minority rights, multiculturalism, diversity politics,
comparative politics, institutionalism, right-wing and far-right studies, and public policy.
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