fairy tale little red riding hood

The Timeless Charm of the Fairy Tale Little Red Riding Hood

fairy tale little red riding hood is one of those enchanting stories that has
captivated audiences for centuries. From its earliest origins to the many
adaptations we see today, the story remains a vivid part of our cultural
imagination. This timeless fairy tale not only entertains but also offers
valuable lessons woven into its simple yet compelling narrative. Let’s
explore the journey of Little Red Riding Hood, the symbolism behind her
iconic red cloak, and why this story continues to resonate across
generations.

The Origins of Little Red Riding Hood

The tale of Little Red Riding Hood dates back to European folklore, with its
roots traced to oral traditions passed down through generations. The story
was first published in the late 17th century, most famously by Charles
Perrault in his collection of fairy tales, and later adapted by the Brothers
Grimm in the 19th century. Each version brought its own nuances and moral
lessons, reflecting the cultural values of the time.

Early Versions and Variations

While the core plot remains consistent—a young girl visits her grandmother
and encounters a wolf-the details often vary:

- In Perrault's version, the story ends grimly, serving as a cautionary tale
about the dangers of talking to strangers.

- The Grimm brothers introduced a more hopeful ending, where a huntsman
rescues both Little Red Riding Hood and her grandmother.

- Other folk versions from Italy, France, and Germany add local color and
different characters, influencing how the story is told worldwide.

These variations highlight the adaptability of fairy tales, allowing each
culture to imprint its own lessons and symbols.

Symbolism and Themes in the Fairy Tale Little
Red Riding Hood

One reason Little Red Riding Hood remains so memorable is its rich symbolism.
The story is more than a simple children’s tale; it explores themes of
innocence, danger, and the transition from childhood to adulthood.



The Significance of the Red Cloak

The “little red riding hood” itself is a striking symbol. Scholars have
debated its meaning extensively:

- **Red as a color of warning:** The bright red cloak stands out against the
forest’s green and brown, signaling both innocence and vulnerability.

- **Connection to puberty and maturation:** Some interpretations suggest that
the red cloak represents the girl’s coming of age, with the forest
symbolizing the unknown challenges of the adult world.

- **A marker of identity:** The cloak makes Little Red Riding Hood
recognizable, emphasizing the importance of identity and the consequences of
straying from the safe path.

The Forest and the Wolf as Archetypes

The forest is a classic fairy tale setting, often representing mystery,
danger, and the subconscious. For Little Red Riding Hood, it is the place
where she encounters the wolf-an archetype of cunning and predation. The wolf
itself can be interpreted in many ways:

- **A symbol of malice and deception:** The wolf deceives the girl and
threatens her safety.

- **A representation of real-world dangers:** It serves as a metaphor for the
risks children face from strangers and the unknown.

- **A testing figure:** The wolf’s challenge to Little Red Riding Hood tests
her wit and bravery.

Lessons from the Fairy Tale Little Red Riding
Hood

Beyond its symbolism, the tale imparts important lessons that remain relevant
today, especially for children and parents.

Heeding Warnings and Staying on the Path

One of the key messages is the importance of listening to guidance—often
given by parents or elders—and not wandering off into danger. Little Red
Riding Hood’s journey through the forest can be seen as a metaphor for life’s
challenges, encouraging caution and awareness.



Understanding Stranger Danger

The story is frequently used to teach children about the risks posed by
strangers. The wolf'’s deceptive nature serves as a clear example of why it’s
crucial to be cautious when interacting with unknown people.

Empowerment and Resourcefulness

In versions where Little Red Riding Hood or others outwit the wolf, the story
highlights the value of quick thinking and courage. This encourages young
readers to be confident and resilient in difficult situations.

Modern Adaptations and Cultural Impact

Fairy tale little red riding hood has inspired countless adaptations in
literature, film, theater, and even fashion. Its themes continue to resonate,
allowing creators to reinterpret the story for new audiences.

In Literature and Film

From classic retellings to modern twists, Little Red Riding Hood has appeared
in numerous forms:

- Dark fantasy novels explore the story’s darker themes, adding complexity to
the characters.

- Animated movies often soften the tale’s tension, making it suitable for
younger viewers.

- Films like “Red Riding Hood” (2011) blend horror and romance, demonstrating
the tale’s versatility.

Fashion and Pop Culture

The iconic red hood has influenced fashion designers and artists, symbolizing
both innocence and boldness. Halloween costumes, children’s clothing, and
even high-fashion collections have drawn inspiration from the fairy tale.

Educational Uses

Teachers use the story to discuss narrative structure, moral lessons, and
cultural history. It’'s a helpful tool for engaging children with storytelling



while addressing important social messages.

Tips for Sharing the Fairy Tale Little Red
Riding Hood with Children

If you’'re introducing this classic story to young readers, here are some
helpful tips to enhance the experience:

e Use age-appropriate versions: Choose retellings that suit the child’s
maturity level, as some versions can be quite dark.

e Discuss the themes: Talk about the characters’ choices and what lessons
can be learned.

e Encourage creativity: Invite children to imagine alternative endings or
create their own versions.

e Connect to personal safety: Use the story as a natural way to introduce
conversations about safety and stranger awareness.

Sharing the story in an interactive way helps children develop critical
thinking and empathy, making the fairy tale more meaningful.

The Enduring Appeal of Fairy Tale Little Red
Riding Hood

What makes Little Red Riding Hood so enduring? Perhaps it’'s the blend of
simplicity and depth—the straightforward plot combined with layers of meaning
that invite endless interpretation. Whether you see it as a cautionary tale,
a coming-of-age story, or a metaphor for the human experience, it continues
to hold a special place in storytelling traditions worldwide.

Its adaptability ensures that each generation rediscovers the story in new
ways, keeping the spirit of the fairy tale alive. From bedtime stories to
academic studies, Little Red Riding Hood transcends time, reminding us all of
the power of storytelling and the wisdom hidden in even the simplest tales.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is the main moral lesson of the fairy tale
Little Red Riding Hood?

The main moral lesson of Little Red Riding Hood is to be cautious and not
trust strangers, as well as to obey parental guidance.

Who are the primary characters in Little Red Riding
Hood?

The primary characters are Little Red Riding Hood, her grandmother, the wolf,
and sometimes the woodsman or hunter.

How has the story of Little Red Riding Hood evolved
over time?

Originally a cautionary tale about dangers in the woods, Little Red Riding
Hood has evolved from darker versions with grim endings to more child-
friendly stories emphasizing safety and kindness.

What symbolism is associated with Little Red Riding
Hood's red cloak?

The red cloak often symbolizes innocence, danger, or coming of age,
representing both the girl's vulnerability and the risks she faces.

Are there different cultural versions of Little Red
Riding Hood?
Yes, many cultures have their own versions of the story with variations in

characters, plot, and morals, such as the French, German, and Chinese
versions.

What role does the wolf play in Little Red Riding
Hood?

The wolf typically represents danger, deception, and predatory behavior,
serving as the antagonist who threatens Little Red Riding Hood and her
grandmother.

How is Little Red Riding Hood used in modern media
and literature?

Modern adaptations often reinterpret the tale through new perspectives,
including feminist retellings, psychological analyses, and creative twists in
movies, books, and theater.



Why is Little Red Riding Hood still popular today?

Little Red Riding Hood remains popular due to its timeless themes of
innocence, danger, and moral lessons, as well as its adaptability to various
cultures and modern storytelling.

Additional Resources

Fairy Tale Little Red Riding Hood: An Analytical Exploration of a Timeless
Classic

fairy tale little red riding hood stands as one of the most enduring and
widely recognized tales in the canon of Western folklore. Originating from
oral traditions and later popularized by literary figures such as Charles
Perrault and the Brothers Grimm, this narrative has transcended centuries and
cultures, evolving in form and interpretation. The story’s simplicity—a young
girl’s encounter with a cunning wolf on the way to her grandmother’s
house—belies deeper thematic elements and societal reflections that invite
critical examination. This article delves into the origins, variations,
symbolic interpretations, and cultural impact of the fairy tale little red
riding hood, while considering its relevance in contemporary media and

pedagogy.

Historical Origins and Literary Evolution

The tale of Little Red Riding Hood can be traced back to ancient folklore,
with analogs found in various cultures worldwide. The earliest known written
version, “Le Petit Chaperon Rouge,” was published by Charles Perrault in 1697
in his collection *Histoires ou contes du temps passé*. Perrault’s rendition
introduced a moralistic tone, warning children-especially girls—against
talking to strangers, encapsulated in the grim ending where the wolf devours
the girl without rescue.

The Brothers Grimm later adapted the story in their 1812 anthology, *Kinder-
und Hausmarchen*, softening some morbid elements and incorporating a heroic
hunter figure who saves Little Red Riding Hood and her grandmother. This
version not only added a layer of hope but also emphasized virtues such as
bravery and cleverness, reflecting evolving societal attitudes towards
childhood innocence and morality.

Variations Across Cultures

The narrative framework of a young girl, a wolf, and a grandmother’s house
appears in numerous folk traditions beyond Europe. For example, the Chinese
tale “The Grandmother Tiger” and the Italian “La Finta Nonna” display



striking thematic parallels, demonstrating the universality of the story’s
core conflict. These variations differ in details such as the antagonist’s
identity, the presence or absence of a rescuer, and the story’s conclusion,
thereby offering rich material for comparative folklore studies.

Thematic and Symbolic Interpretations

Beyond its surface plot, fairy tale little red riding hood invites
multifaceted interpretation. Scholars have long debated the symbolism
embedded in the narrative’s elements.

Symbolism of the Red Hood

The red hood itself is often interpreted as a symbol of maturation or
sexuality. The color red, associated with passion and danger, marks the
protagonist’s transition from childhood innocence to adult awareness. This
interpretation aligns with psychoanalytic readings that view the story as an
allegory for puberty and the perils of naivety in the face of predatory
forces.

The Wolf as a Metaphor

The wolf represents the archetypal predator, embodying threats to safety and
virtue. This figure can be read literally as a physical danger or
metaphorically as societal dangers such as deceit, exploitation, or even the
loss of innocence. In some feminist critiques, the wolf is a symbol of
patriarchal oppression or male aggression, which the young heroine must
navigate or resist.

Structural Features and Narrative Techniques

Fairy tale little red riding hood employs a straightforward narrative
structure characterized by clear character roles and a linear plot
progression. This simplicity facilitates memorability and transmission, which
are critical for oral storytelling traditions.

e Characters: The protagonist (Little Red Riding Hood), the antagonist
(the Wolf), and supporting characters (Grandmother, Hunter).

e Setting: The forest serves as a liminal space, representing danger and
the unknown.



e Plot devices: The journey, the encounter, deception, and rescue (in some
versions).

The use of repetition, such as the dialogue exchanges and warnings,
reinforces the moral lessons and heightens tension. Additionally, the tale’s
brevity and vivid imagery contribute to its effectiveness as a didactic tool.

Comparative Analysis: Grimm vs. Perrault

Analyzing the two seminal versions reveals differences in tone and intended
message:

1. Perrault’s Version: Ends with the girl’s demise, serving as a cautionary
tale emphasizing obedience and caution.

2. Grimm’s Version: Introduces a savior figure, suggesting themes of
redemption, hope, and communal protection.

This contrast reflects shifting societal values—where Perrault’s late 17th-
century audience prioritized moral instruction, the 19th-century Grimms
catered to a vision of childhood as a phase requiring guidance and rescue.

Modern Adaptations and Cultural Impact

The fairy tale little red riding hood continues to inspire reinterpretations
across various media, including literature, film, theater, and even video
games. Contemporary retellings often subvert or expand upon the original
narrative to address modern themes such as empowerment, gender roles, and
psychological complexity.

Contemporary Retellings

Modern authors and filmmakers frequently reimagine Little Red Riding Hood as
a proactive heroine rather than a passive victim. For example, Angela
Carter’s short story “The Company of Wolves” transforms the wolf into a
complex figure intertwined with desire and transformation, highlighting the
interplay between fear and attraction.



Impact on Popular Culture

The tale’s motifs permeate popular culture, from fashion—-where the red cloak
has become an iconic symbol-to branding and marketing. Its recognizable
imagery facilitates immediate connection with audiences, making it a potent
tool for storytelling and thematic exploration.

Educational and Psychological Perspectives

Fairy tale little red riding hood serves as an effective educational
resource, offering lessons in morality, critical thinking, and emotional
intelligence.

e Pedagogical Value: The clear narrative structure helps children
understand cause and effect, consequences, and social norms.

e Psychological Insights: The tale allows children to confront fears
symbolically, aiding in emotional development.

However, educators must approach the story with sensitivity due to its darker
elements. Discussions about trust, danger, and personal boundaries should be
age-appropriate and guided.

Exploring the pros and cons of using this tale in education reveals a balance
between its narrative potency and potential to cause anxiety in sensitive
children. Adaptations that emphasize empowerment and problem-solving can
mitigate negative effects.

The enduring appeal of the fairy tale little red riding hood lies in its
adaptability and depth. Its capacity to reflect cultural anxieties, societal
values, and individual psychological journeys ensures it remains relevant. As
new generations encounter this classic, the story evolves, inviting fresh
analysis and appreciation across disciplines.

Fairy Tale Little Red Riding Hood

Find other PDF articles:
https://Ixc.avoiceformen.com/archive-top3-18/files?docid=Cls99-984 8 &title=los-dias-de-la-semana-w
orksheet.pdf



https://lxc.avoiceformen.com/archive-th-5k-002/files?title=fairy-tale-little-red-riding-hood.pdf&trackid=bar93-5795
https://lxc.avoiceformen.com/archive-top3-18/files?docid=Cls99-9848&title=los-dias-de-la-semana-worksheet.pdf
https://lxc.avoiceformen.com/archive-top3-18/files?docid=Cls99-9848&title=los-dias-de-la-semana-worksheet.pdf

fairy tale little red riding hood: Red Riding Hood for All Ages Sandra L. Beckett, 2008 A
global study of modern adaptations for readers of all ages of Little Red Riding Hood. Red Riding
Hood for All Ages investigates the modern recasting of one of the world's most beloved and
frequently told tales. Author Sandra L. Beckett examines an international selection of contemporary
fiction for children, adolescents, and adults to find a wide range of narrative and interpretive
perspectives in the tale and its revisions. Beckett shows how authors and illustrators from around
the globe have renewed the age-old tale in a range of multilayered, sophisticated, and complex
textual and visual Red Riding Hood narratives. With a child protagonist who confronts grown-up
issues of sexuality, violence, and death, the Red Riding Hood story appeals to readers of all age
groups and is often presented in crossover texts that can be enjoyed by both children and adults.
Beckett presents a wide selection of retellings, many of which have been never translated into
English. Texts come from a variety of countries in Europe, North America, South America, Africa,
and Asia and date from the early twentieth to the twenty-first century. This wealth of stories and
illustrations is organized thematically into sections that consider Little Red Riding Hood alternately
as a cautionary tale, an initiation story, a story focused on the wolf, a tale inspired by the wolf
within, and a story of an unconventional girl who runs with wolves. This volume provides a global
survey of Red Riding Hood's story in contemporary culture, proving that the character is
omnipresent in modern literature and that the universal appeal of her story knows no age
boundaries. Red Riding Hood for All Ages will be of interest to scholars of folklore, gender studies,
and literature, as well as librarians, educators, parents, and all those interested in the many
interpretations of the Red Riding Hood tale.

fairy tale little red riding hood: Little Red Riding Hood Brothers Grimm, 2019-03-25 ONCE
upon a time a nice little girl lived in a country village, and she was the sweetest creature that ever
was seen ; her mother loved her with great fondness, and her grandmother doted on her still more.
A pretty red-coloured hood had been made for the little girl, which so much became her, that every
one called her Little Red Riding-Hood. ...

fairy tale little red riding hood: Little Red Riding Hood - And Other Girls Who Got Lost in the
Woods (Origins of Fairy Tales from Around the World) Amelia Carruthers, 2015-09-24 Discover the
origin of the beloved fairy tale Little Red Riding Hood and explore its different cultural contexts in
this anthology of tales from around the world. Uncover seven versions of the Little Red Riding Hood
story as this wonderful collection explores the different tales of the big bad wolf from around the
world. Featuring an in-depth introduction to the fairy tale genre, this volume is not only a lovely
anthology for bedtime reading, but also gives insight to the folkloric provenance of the Little Red
Riding Hood tale. This volume is part of the Origins of Fairy Tales from Around the World series.
Showcasing the amazing breadth and diversity of classic fairy tales, this series answers the question,
‘What is a fairy tale?’ Featuring gorgeous artwork from the Golden Age of Illustration, this collection
is a delightful volume for readers of all ages.

fairy tale little red riding hood: Little Red Riding Hood Brothers Grimm, 2019-04-29 The
Fairy Tale of Little Red Riding Hood in an ancient version with numerous pictures.

fairy tale little red riding hood: Little Red Riding Hood , 2002 Not only is grandmother
eaten up in this Perrault version, but so is Little Red Riding Hood. lllustrated with photographs
placing the tale in an urban setting.

fairy tale little red riding hood: Little Red Riding Hood - And Other Girls Who Got Lost
in the Woods (Origins of Fairy Tales from Around the World) Amelia Carruthers, 2015-02-11
'Little Red Riding Hood Origins of the Fairy Tales from around the World' contains seven different
versions of the 'Little Red Riding Hood' story, detailing her encounters with the big bad wolf. It
includes an in-depth introduction to the fairy tale genre, as well as the folkloric provenance of the
'Little Red Riding Hood' story itself. It encompasses Aesop s 'Wolf in Sheep s Clothing', the Chinese
tale of 'The Panther', 'Le Petit Chaperon Rouge' by Charles Perrault, 'Rotkappchen’ by the Brothers
Grimm and Andrew Lang s '"The True Story of Little Golden Hood'. What is a fairy tale? The 'Origins
of Fairy Tales from around the World' series helps to answer this question, by showcasing the



amazing breath and diversity involved in classic fairy tales. It focuses on the unusual phenomenon
that the same tales, with only minor variations, appear again and again in different cultures across
time and geographical space. Traditionally told as short stories for children, and for adults too, these
popular fairy tales will be sure to delight both young and old. Beautifully illustrated, these story
books combine the best story-telling, with the best art-work, in order that the two may be fully
appreciated.

fairy tale little red riding hood: Little Red Riding Hood Alan Dundes, 1989 Alan Dundes of
the University of California, Berkeley, continues his exploration of well-loved fairy tales with this
casebook on one of the best-known of them all: Little Red Riding Hood. The twelve essays are by
international scholars representing an impressive cross section of theoretical approaches.--Page 4 of
cover.

fairy tale little red riding hood: Little Red Riding Hood, Cinderella, and Other Classic Fairy
Tales of Charles Per Angela Carter, 2008-05-27 Ten beloved fairy tales, given new life by the one and
only Angela Carter Little Red Riding Hood. Cinderella. Sleeping Beauty. Bluebeard. The Fairies.
Many classic fairy tale characters might not have survived into the present were it not for Charles
Perrault, a seventeenth-century French civil servant who rescued them from the oral tradition and
committed them to paper. Three centuries later, Angela Carter, widely regarded as one of England’s
most imaginative writers, adapted them for contemporary readers. The result is a cornucopia of
fantastic characters and timeless adventures, stylishly retold by a modern literary visionary. For
more than seventy years, Penguin has been the leading publisher of classic literature in the
English-speaking world. With more than 1,700 titles, Penguin Classics represents a global bookshelf
of the best works throughout history and across genres and disciplines. Readers trust the series to
provide authoritative texts enhanced by introductions and notes by distinguished scholars and
contemporary authors, as well as up-to-date translations by award-winning translators.

fairy tale little red riding hood: Little Red Riding Hood Jacob Ludwig Carl Grimm, 1986
Retells the adventures of a little girl who meets a wolf in the forest on her way to visit her
grandmother.

fairy tale little red riding hood: The Trials and Tribulations of Little Red Riding Hood
Jack Zipes, 2017-09-25 First Published in 1994. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an
informa company.

fairy tale little red riding hood: Little Red Riding Hood Eric Braun, 2015-09-13 In a battle of
wits, who will win? Little Red or the Wolf? The epic struggle between the two takes some
unexpected twists in this fractured retelling of the beloved fairy tale. Who do you trust? What do you
do? When You Choose the path through three new versions of this fairy tale, the consequences can
be chilling, surprising, or disastrous.

fairy tale little red riding hood: The Story of Little Red Riding Hood and Other Tales
1990

fairy tale little red riding hood: Little Red Riding Hood Pat-a-Cake, Rachel Elliot,
2017-06-01 What big ears you have! All the better to hear you with, my dear! Little Red Riding Hood
is a tale of suspense and trickery with lots of thrilling twists and repetitive phrases. Both peril and
humour bubble from every page, from the cunning wolf to the brave grandmother. It's never too
early to introduce children to the magic and wonder of fairy tales. Classic characters are brought to
life at each turn of the page with spellbinding artwork and lyrical writing. A visual glossary at the
beginning introduces new vocabulary and promotes understanding. A lively activity at the end
invites discussion and will make even the very youngest children want to return to these story books
again and again. In this story they are invited to spot the differences between the scenes and name
all the things in Little Red Riding Hood's basket. Fairy tales are a vital introduction to the basics of
storytelling like setting, characters and plot. They boost a child's imagination and also teach
valuable life lessons about good overcoming evil, the difference between right and wrong and the
importance of rising to a challenge. Also available: Goldilocks and the Three Bears, Cinderella, Jack
and the Beanstalk.




fairy tale little red riding hood: First Fairy Tales Little Red Riding Hood , 2013-10-22 Dear
Little Red Riding Hood Lived very close to a big, dark wood. Will you please, her mother said, Take
food to Granny, who's sick in bed. Little Red walked and skipped along, Humming and singing a
happy song. But a big bad wolf soon stopped her walk. Grinning, he said, Let's have a talk. Do you
want to find out his wicked plan? Well, read this book, and then you can!

fairy tale little red riding hood: Little Red Riding Hood Katy Rhodes, David Pace, 1996 The
traditional fairy tale in which Red Riding Hood learns never to speak to wolves is retold with pop-ups
and pull-tabs

fairy tale little red riding hood: Little Red Riding Hood and Other Tales Jacob, Wilhelm
Grimm, 2017-12-25 Little Red Riding Hood, a French fairy tale about a young girl and a big bad wolf
and thirty three other European tales are featured in this volume of Grimm's tales. Little Red Riding
Hood story follows a mean wolf that wants to eat the little girl but is afraid to do so in public. He
secretly stalks her behind trees, bushes, and patches of tall grass. He approaches Little Red Riding
Hood and she naively tells him where she is going.

fairy tale little red riding hood: Little Red Riding Hood Hayley Down, 2012 A charming
retelling of the story of Little Red Riding Hood with lively illustrations and rhyming text.

fairy tale little red riding hood: Little Red Riding Hood and Other Classic French Fairy
Tales Jack Zipes, 2011 'Alas for those girls who've refused the truth- The sweetest tongue has the
sharpest tooth.' Arranged marriages, trials to win the princess, children lost in the woods, the
transformation of humans into beasts, charms and curses, evil stepsisters, tests of love and
courage-these are the motifs that touch readers so profoundly as they read these wonderful stories.
Along with perennial favorites such as 'Little Red Riding Hood,' 'Sleeping Beauty,' 'Cinderella,' and
'‘Beauty and the Beast,' gathered hereare some of the most beloved tales, with an enduring power far
beyond childhood. This superb collection of classic French fairy tales, translated by eminent folklore
scholar Jack Zipes, captures the magic that makes these stories so special and will enchant modern
readers of all ages.

fairy tale little red riding hood: Fairy Tales and Feminism Donald Haase, 2004 In the
1970s, feminists focused critical attention on fairy tales & broke the spell that had enchanted
readers for centuries, by exposing the role of the fairy tale in the cultural struggle over gender. This
book revisits feminist criticism & offers a new evaluation of its merits.

fairy tale little red riding hood: Little Red Riding-Hood Brothers Grimm, Jacob Grimm,
2016-01-17 When Jacob and Wilhelm Grimm published their Children's and Household Tales in 1812,
followed by a second volume in 1815, they had no idea that such stories as Rapunzel, Hansel and
Gretel, and Cinderella would become the most celebrated in the world. From The Frog King to The
Golden Key, wondrous worlds unfold--heroes and heroines are rewarded, weaker animals triumph
over the strong, and simple bumpkins prove themselves not so simple after all. A delight to read, The
Original Folk and Fairy Tales of the Brothers Grimm presents these peerless stories to a whole new
generation of readers. Little Red Riding Hood, or Little Red Ridinghood, also known as Little Red
Cap or simply Red Riding Hood, is a European fairy tale about a young girl and a Big Bad Wolf.
Include a unique illustration!
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peace, among others) is a spirit or supernatural being, based on the fae of medieval Western
European (Old French) folklore and
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source. Various Celtic and Germanic traditions
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