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getting started with rigorous curriculum design larry ainsworth is an exciting journey for
educators who want to deepen their instructional planning and ensure students are challenged
meaningfully. Larry Ainsworth’s approach to curriculum design emphasizes rigor without sacrificing
relevance, helping teachers craft lessons that push learners to higher levels of critical thinking and
mastery. If you're looking to transform your curriculum and boost student engagement and
achievement, understanding and applying Ainsworth’s framework is a powerful step forward.

Understanding the Foundations of Rigorous Curriculum
Design

Before diving into practical steps, it's important to grasp what makes curriculum design “rigorous”
according to Larry Ainsworth. It’s not about making content harder just for the sake of difficulty, but
about creating learning experiences that are deep, purposeful, and aligned with clear standards.

Ainsworth’s model centers around three key components that work together to ensure rigor:
* Depth of Knowledge (DOK): This measures the complexity of thinking required by a task,
from recall and reproduction to extended strategic thinking.

e Alignment: Ensuring learning objectives, instructional activities, and assessments all target the
same skills and knowledge levels.

e Leveled Learning Targets: Breaking down standards into specific, measurable learning goals
that guide instruction and assessment.

By focusing on these pillars, educators can design curricula that challenge students cognitively while
supporting them through scaffolded learning paths.

Getting Started with Rigorous Curriculum Design Larry
Ainsworth Style



Step 1: Analyze Standards Thoroughly

The first step in rigorous curriculum design is to carefully analyze your state or district standards.
Ainsworth advocates for dissecting standards to uncover the embedded skills and knowledge
required. This process helps educators avoid superficial coverage and instead plan for deep
understanding.

Look for verbs that indicate cognitive demand—words like “analyze,” “evaluate,” or “create” suggest
higher DOK levels. Mapping out these demands ensures you know exactly what students must be able
to do.

Step 2: Develop Learning Targets with Clarity

Ainsworth emphasizes the importance of clear, leveled learning targets. These targets break down
complex standards into manageable goals that indicate what students should know and be able to do
at each stage.

For example, instead of a broad goal like “Understand fractions,” a rigorous learning target might be
“Compare and order fractions with different denominators using visual models.” This specificity helps
both teachers and students focus instruction and assessment.

Step 3: Design Instruction that Matches the Depth of
Knowledge

A rigorous curriculum pushes beyond rote memorization. When planning lessons, consider the DOK
level of each activity. Are students simply recalling facts, or are they analyzing, synthesizing, or
applying concepts in real-world contexts?

Incorporate strategies like inquiry-based learning, problem-solving tasks, and critical discussions to
engage higher-order thinking. This approach encourages active learning and helps students develop
transferable skills.

Step 4: Align Assessments with Learning Targets

Assessment is a critical piece of rigorous curriculum design. Ainsworth stresses that assessments
must align tightly with the learning targets and reflect the DOK levels expected.

Use a mix of formative and summative assessments that challenge students appropriately.
Performance tasks, projects, and open-ended questions can provide richer evidence of mastery
compared to multiple-choice tests alone.



Practical Tips for Implementing Larry Ainsworth’s
Rigorous Curriculum Design

Collaborate with Colleagues

Curriculum design isn’t a solo venture. Sharing insights and resources with other educators can refine
your understanding of standards and help create consistency across grade levels or subject areas.
Collaborative planning sessions can also generate creative ideas for raising rigor thoughtfully.

Use Curriculum Mapping Tools

Visual tools that map standards, learning targets, and assessments can clarify alignment and pacing.
These tools aid in spotting gaps or redundancies and ensure that rigor is sustained throughout the
course.

Differentiate Without Diluting Rigor

While rigor demands challenge, it also requires support. Differentiation strategies—like tiered
assignments or scaffolding—help all students access complex content. The key is to maintain high
expectations while providing pathways for diverse learners to succeed.

Reflect and Revise Regularly

Rigorous curriculum design is a dynamic process. Collecting feedback from students and analyzing
assessment data informs ongoing adjustments. This reflective practice ensures that the curriculum
remains relevant and impactful.

Why Rigorous Curriculum Design Matters in Today’s
Classrooms

In an era where critical thinking and problem-solving skills are paramount, Larry Ainsworth’s approach
provides a roadmap to prepare students effectively. Rigorous curriculum design moves beyond
memorization to foster deeper learning, better retention, and improved academic outcomes.

Moreover, it helps close achievement gaps by making learning challenging yet accessible,
encouraging all students to reach their full potential. For teachers, it offers clear guidance and a
structured framework that reduces guesswork and enhances instructional quality.



Resources to Support Your Journey in Rigorous
Curriculum Design

If you're inspired to dive deeper into Ainsworth’s framework, several resources can support your
efforts:

e Books by Larry Ainsworth: Titles like “Rigorous Curriculum Design” provide detailed
explanations and practical examples.

e Workshops and Webinars: Many educational organizations offer professional development
focused on implementing rigorous curriculum strategies.

¢ Online Communities: Joining educator forums or social media groups dedicated to curriculum
design can offer ongoing support and fresh ideas.

Engaging with these materials can accelerate your understanding and confidence in applying rigorous
curriculum principles.

As you embark on getting started with rigorous curriculum design Larry Ainsworth style, remember
that meaningful curriculum transformation takes time and reflection. Embrace the process, stay
curious, and watch how thoughtful, rigorous planning elevates learning experiences for your students.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Larry Ainsworth in the context of rigorous curriculum
design?

Larry Ainsworth is an educator and author known for his work on curriculum design, particularly
focusing on the Understanding by Design framework and implementing rigorous, standards-based
instruction.

What is the main focus of Larry Ainsworth's approach to
rigorous curriculum design?

Larry Ainsworth emphasizes designing curriculum that aligns with clear learning goals, promotes deep
understanding, and incorporates assessments that challenge students to apply knowledge in
meaningful ways.

How does Larry Ainsworth define 'rigorous curriculum'?

Ainsworth defines rigorous curriculum as one that challenges students to think critically, engage
deeply with content, and develop higher-order thinking skills beyond memorization.



What are the key components of getting started with rigorous
curriculum design according to Larry Ainsworth?

Key components include identifying essential standards, creating clear learning targets, designing
assessments aligned with those targets, and planning instructional activities that foster deep
understanding.

How can educators begin implementing Larry Ainsworth's
rigorous curriculum design in their classrooms?

Educators should start by analyzing standards to determine priority content, develop measurable
learning goals, design formative and summative assessments to evaluate understanding, and plan
lessons that encourage inquiry and critical thinking.

What role do assessments play in Larry Ainsworth's rigorous
curriculum design?

Assessments are central; they must be aligned with learning goals and designed to measure students'
ability to apply, analyze, and synthesize knowledge, ensuring rigor in both instruction and evaluation.

How does Larry Ainsworth suggest handling challenges when
transitioning to rigorous curriculum design?

Ainsworth recommends gradual implementation, professional collaboration, ongoing reflection, and
seeking support through professional development to effectively overcome challenges.

What resources does Larry Ainsworth provide for educators
interested in rigorous curriculum design?

Larry Ainsworth offers books, workshops, and online materials that guide educators through the
process of designing rigorous curricula aligned with standards and focused on student understanding.

Why is understanding by design important in Larry
Ainsworth's approach to rigorous curriculum?

Understanding by Design provides a framework for backward planning that ensures curriculum is
centered around deep understanding and meaningful assessment, principles that are fundamental to
Ainsworth's rigorous curriculum design approach.

Additional Resources
Getting Started with Rigorous Curriculum Design Larry Ainsworth: A Professional Exploration
getting started with rigorous curriculum design larry ainsworth introduces educators and

curriculum developers to a structured approach that emphasizes depth of understanding, critical
thinking, and mastery of essential skills. Larry Ainsworth, a recognized authority in educational



design, has contributed significantly to the field by offering a practical framework that balances
intellectual rigor with clear instructional guidance. His method focuses on crafting curricula that
challenge students to engage deeply with content rather than merely skimming the surface.

This article delves into the principles and applications of Ainsworth’s rigorous curriculum design,
highlighting its relevance in today’s educational landscape. By examining its core components,
potential benefits, and considerations for implementation, educators can better appreciate how this
approach enhances learning outcomes while addressing common challenges in curriculum
development.

Understanding the Foundations of Rigorous Curriculum
Design

Larry Ainsworth’s approach to curriculum design is grounded in the belief that rigor involves more
than just increasing the quantity of work assigned to students. Instead, rigor reflects a balanced
emphasis on complexity, cognitive demand, and mastery of content. His framework is particularly
useful for educators seeking to elevate academic standards without overwhelming learners or
sacrificing engagement.

At the heart of Ainsworth’s methodology are three essential elements: alignment, clarity, and
challenge. Alignment refers to the coherence between learning objectives, instructional activities, and
assessments. Clarity ensures that both teachers and students understand the expected outcomes and
criteria for success. Challenge involves designing tasks that require higher-order thinking skills such
as analysis, synthesis, and evaluation.

Key Components of Larry Ainsworth’s Rigorous Curriculum
Design

To get started with rigorous curriculum design Larry Ainsworth emphasizes, educators should focus on
these foundational components:

e Essential Learning Targets: Clearly defined, prioritized standards or skills that students must
master.

¢ Performance Tasks: Engaging assignments or activities that demand application of
knowledge in meaningful contexts.

e Scoring Guides or Rubrics: Tools that provide transparent criteria for evaluating student
work and guiding instruction.

¢ Instructional Strategies: Teaching methods aligned with promoting deep understanding and
cognitive challenge.

e Formative Assessments: Ongoing checks for understanding that inform adjustments in
teaching.



This structured approach helps educators focus on depth rather than breadth, a characteristic often
lacking in traditional curriculum models that prioritize content coverage over student mastery.

Comparing Ainsworth’s Model to Traditional Curriculum
Design

Traditional curriculum design often emphasizes comprehensive coverage of content, sometimes at
the expense of student engagement and deep learning. In contrast, Larry Ainsworth’s rigorous
curriculum design advocates for selective content prioritization that centers on essential skills and
concepts. This shift from quantity to quality aligns with research indicating that students retain
knowledge better when they engage meaningfully with fewer topics but in greater depth.

Furthermore, Ainsworth’s model integrates assessment and instruction more tightly than conventional
approaches. By embedding clear performance tasks and rubrics, the model encourages continuous
feedback loops between educators and learners, which is critical for supporting student growth.
However, implementing this rigorous approach requires significant planning and professional

development. Teachers must be adept at creating and aligning complex learning tasks, which may
initially demand more time and resources compared to conventional lesson planning.

Benefits of Implementing Rigorous Curriculum Design

Educators who adopt Larry Ainsworth’s framework can expect several advantages:
1. Improved Student Engagement: Challenging tasks promote active learning and intrinsic
motivation.

2. Higher-Order Thinking: Students develop critical thinking and problem-solving skills essential
for academic and life success.

3. Clear Learning Expectations: Transparent targets and rubrics reduce confusion and help
students self-monitor progress.

4. Better Assessment Practices: Performance-based assessments offer more meaningful
insights into student understanding than traditional tests.

5. Alignment with Standards: The model supports adherence to state and national standards
without sacrificing instructional quality.

These benefits contribute to a more equitable learning environment where all students have the
opportunity to achieve mastery.



Practical Steps for Getting Started with Rigorous
Curriculum Design Larry Ainsworth Advocates

For educators and school leaders interested in adopting this curriculum framework, several actionable
steps can facilitate a smooth transition:

1. Identify Essential Learning Targets

Begin by reviewing curriculum standards and selecting the most critical knowledge and skills students
must acquire. This prioritization narrows the focus to what truly matters, preventing the common
pitfall of attempting to teach too many objectives superficially.

2. Develop Performance Tasks Aligned to Targets

Design assignments that require students to demonstrate their understanding through real-world
applications or problem-solving scenarios. These tasks should push students beyond memorization to
analysis, evaluation, and creation.

3. Create Scoring Guides and Rubrics

Establish clear criteria for evaluating student work, which helps maintain consistent grading and
provides students with feedback to improve their performance.

4. Plan Instructional Strategies That Foster Depth

Incorporate teaching methods such as inquiry-based learning, collaborative projects, and Socratic
qguestioning that encourage exploration and critical thinking.

5. Use Formative Assessments to Inform Instruction

Regularly assess student understanding during lessons and adjust teaching accordingly to address
misconceptions or gaps.

Challenges and Considerations When Adopting
Rigorous Curriculum Design

While the benefits of Larry Ainsworth’s rigorous curriculum design are compelling, educators must



navigate potential challenges:

Time Constraints: Developing aligned performance tasks and rubrics can be time-intensive,
especially for teachers new to the model.

* Professional Development Needs: Effective implementation requires training in designing
rigorous tasks and formative assessments.

e Student Readiness: Some learners may initially struggle with increased cognitive demands,
necessitating differentiated support.

e Resource Availability: Schools need access to materials and technology that facilitate
complex learning activities.

Addressing these challenges proactively can help schools maximize the advantages of a rigorous
curriculum design.

Integrating Technology and Rigorous Curriculum
Design

Modern classrooms increasingly leverage technology to support curriculum goals. Larry Ainsworth’s
framework can be effectively integrated with digital tools to enhance instruction and assessment. For
example, online platforms allow for interactive performance tasks, immediate feedback, and
differentiated learning paths tailored to individual student needs.

Technology also facilitates collaborative learning environments where students can engage in
problem-solving and critical discussions beyond the traditional classroom walls. Consequently,
blending rigorous curriculum design with appropriate technological resources can create a more
dynamic and responsive educational experience.

Getting started with rigorous curriculum design Larry Ainsworth promotes is not merely about
curriculum structure but about fostering a culture of high expectations and continuous learning. By
focusing on essential targets, meaningful tasks, and clear assessment criteria, educators can cultivate
classrooms where depth of understanding and student achievement flourish. This approach aligns
well with contemporary educational goals and prepares students for the complexities of higher
education and the workforce.

Getting Started With Rigorous Curriculum Design Larry
Ainsworth
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getting started with rigorous curriculum design larry ainsworth: Getting Started with
Rigorous Curriculum Design Larry Ainsworth, 2013 School districts are now successfully
implementing the Rigorous Curriculum Design process to redesign their curricula to fulfill the
promise of the Common Core and prepare students for success on the coming national assessments.
Each chapter of Getting Started With Rigorous Curriculum Design will provide educators with
collective wisdom -- insights and ideas to enrich and expand understandings they may not have yet
come to on their own.

getting started with rigorous curriculum design larry ainsworth: Rigorous Curriculum
Design Larry Ainsworth, 2011-04-16 The need for a cohesive and comprehensive curriculum that
intentionally connects standards, instruction, and assessment has never been more pressing. For
educators to meet the challenging learning needs of students they must have a clear road map to
follow throughout the school year. Rigorous Curriculum Design presents a carefully sequenced,
hands-on model that curriculum designers and educators in every school system can follow to create
a progression of units of study that keeps all areas tightly focused and connected.

getting started with rigorous curriculum design larry ainsworth: Prioritizing the
Common Core Larry Ainsworth, 2013 The consensus among educators nationwide is that in-depth
instruction paired with focused assessment of essential concepts and skills are far more effective
than superficially covering every concept and skill in the standards. Educators are faced with the
task of teaching all standards while meeting the extraordinary range of student learning needs.
Prioritizing the Common Core offers common sense solutions to the dilemmas teachers face today in
implementing the new, more rigorous national standards. Chapters present a rationale for
prioritizing the Common Core, a step-by-step process for prioritizing standards in language arts and
mathematics, strategies for soliciting feedback and input from everyone in the district or school
prior to the final determination of the Priority Standards, and detailed summaries of the process
schools in six different districts used to identify their Priority Standards, with accompanying
commentary by those who directed the work.

getting started with rigorous curriculum design larry ainsworth: Common Formative
Assessments 2.0 Larry Ainsworth, Donald Viegut, 2014-11-14 Assessments that improve the speed
and quality of learning—fully updated for teacher teams! In this expanded, all-new edition, author
Larry Ainsworth provides a system of intentionally aligned components (standards, instruction,
assessments, and data analysis) that all work together to improve student learning. Readers will
learn to: Build the “highway” to aligned assessments Decide the learning intentions and student
success criteria for a unit of study Evaluate and revise assessment questions for quality Plan the
learning progressions for students to attain the learning intentions Create quick progress checks to
coincide with the learning progressions Use assessment results as feedback to adjust instruction and
student learning strategies Upgrade your CFAs using CFA 2.0! CFA 2.0 is so much more than
assessment design. It shows teachers how they can intentionally align standards, instruction,
assessment, and data analysis in every unit of study.

getting started with rigorous curriculum design larry ainsworth: A Companion to
Kierkegaard Jon Stewart, 2015-12-21 A COMPANION TO KIERKEGAARD “‘Companions’ to
important thinkers help readers focus on the main drift of their texts with the help of a dig into their
origin and some account of their reception. This one digs deeper, and over a wider terrain, than
most. But it does more. Besides guiding us to the staples of theology and philosophy in
Kierkegaard’s background, it also looks forward to a future, as if Kierkegaard, too, might be taken
by the arm and told that here was something that should interest him (about politics, social life,
psychology, education, literary theory, deconstruction, theatre). It is as much a sign of the
extraordinary richness of Kierkegaard’s literary palette as of the now wide currency of his thought
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that its elements can become topics in their own right, with Kierkegaard their inspiration. Jon
Stewart and his authors are to be congratulated for bringing this unique thinker into our living
presence on such a scale and with so many things to talk about.” Alastair Hannay, Professor
Emeritus, University of Oslo Born in Copenhagen in 1813, Sgren Kierkegaard produced a
remarkable amount of work during his fairly short life. When he died in 1855 he left behind a
complex and interdisciplinary legacy that continues to spark academic debate. Edited by one of the
world’s leading Kierkegaard scholars, A Companion to Kierkegaard provides the most
comprehensive single-volume overview of Kierkegaard studies currently available. Featuring
contributions from an international array of scholars, the collection covers all the major topics within
the broad field of Kierkegaard research, including philosophy, theology, aesthetics, art, literary
theory, social sciences, and politics. Kierkegaard’s contribution to each of these disciplines is
illustrated through examination of the sources he drew upon, the reception of his ideas, and the
unique conceptual insights he brought to each topic. A Companion to Kierkegaard demystifies the
complex field of Kierkegaard studies providing the ideal entry-point into his writing for readers at all
levels. This collection will be an essential tool for students and scholars from across the disciplines
who are interested in learning more about this important and influential thinker.

getting started with rigorous curriculum design larry ainsworth: Rigor Made Easy
Barbara R. Blackburn, 2013-08-06 Bestselling author and noted rigor expert Barbara Blackburn
shares the secrets to getting started, maintaining momentum, and reaching your goals. Learn what
rigor looks like in the classroom, understand what it means for your students, and get the keys to
successful implementation. Learn how to use rigor to raise expectations, provide appropriate
support, and meet the Common Core State Standards - whether or not rigor is mandated in your
district! This book is filled with practical, use-the-next-day strategies for all grade levels and subject
areas. Use the ideas to raise the level of learning for all of your students! Also Available! Correlation
Table linking topics in Rigor Made Easy to the Common Core!

getting started with rigorous curriculum design larry ainsworth: Supporting New
Teachers Lynn F. Howard, 2015-07-22 How are you keeping new teachers? Fifty percent of new
teachers leave within the first five years. Why? Exiting teachers say lack of support from the
administration, specifically the principal,- causes them to quit. If leadership makes the difference in
keeping new talent, get this guide to stop the new teacher exodus. Learn what to do and how to do it
through a realistic look at: Stories From the Field -- features common challenges and practical
strategies Administrator’s Role -- frames solutions within job function, current trends, and
research-based practices Self-Reflection -- guides action planning with checklists and worksheets

getting started with rigorous curriculum design larry ainsworth: Designing and Using
Performance Tasks Tracey K. Shiel, 2016-09-14 Stretch student thinking with performance-based
tasks. With the continual increase of high-stakes assessments also comes the surge of professional
development on designing performance-based tasks. Providing step-by-step insights, this book shows
you how to incorporate performance tasks as a tool to teach, monitor, and extend student learning.
If you're ready to stretch your students’ thinking, grab a copy of this how-to guide to help you: Make
instructional decisions based on student performance of learning tasks Incorporate learning
progressions as an integral part of planning performance tasks Close the “knowing-doing” gap by
focusing on considerations for successful implementation

getting started with rigorous curriculum design larry ainsworth: Leading the Common
Core State Standards Cheryl A. Dunkle, 2012-05-01 Transform your school using proven core
curriculum practices Many educators agree that we already know how to foster student success, so
what is keeping common sense from becoming common practice? The author provides step-by-step
guidance for overcoming the barriers to adopting the Common Core State Standards (CCSS) and
achieving equity and excellence for all students. As an experienced teacher and principal, Cheryl
Dunkle is well versed in staff members’ perspectives and gives school leaders valuable tools for
fostering the teacher and parent buy-in needed to put the CCSS into practice. This practical guide
shows leaders how to implement the CCSS, which will ultimately result in continuous quality



improvement in schools. Leading the Common Core State Standards addresses these key issues and
more: Communicating the CCSS to teachers and parents and attaining their buy-in Transitioning
schools and districts to align with the CCSS Determining which teaching and learning practices
need to change Garnering resources and support for reforms Many timesaving and supportive
professional learning resources are provided, including guiding questions, an annotated
bibliography, and a list of helpful references. These tools equip leaders to create collaborative
structures and a climate of trust for sharing professional expertise and expanding the capacity of
every staff member. There are no effective quick fixes in education. However, the steps outlined in
this book will put you, your staff, and your students on a common-sense path to success.

getting started with rigorous curriculum design larry ainsworth: Data Rules Jim Knight,
Michael Faggella-Luby, 2024-10-02 Data Rules provides much-needed clarity on how instructional
leaders can effectively leverage data. It's no secret that using data can be a key driver of teacher
growth and student achievement. The only real question is how. Coaching expert Jim Knight and
professor Michael Faggella-Luby distill decades of research into an accessible, proven approach that
explains - Why data is important for transforming teaching. - A framework of 10 easy-to-apply rules
for effective data use. - Best practices to communicate and discuss data. - How to analyze data for
student engagement and achievement. - How to analyze data for instructional practice. To help
schools achieve sustained improvement, this book also connects its data rules to the Impact Cycle,
Knight's field-tested model for coaching teachers based on research from the Instructional Coaching
Group (ICG). Equipped with the right tools, any instructional leader or coach will be able to realize
the full potential of data, move the needle on classroom instruction, and improve student outcomes.
This book is a copublication of ASCD and One Fine Bird Press.

getting started with rigorous curriculum design larry ainsworth: Rigor Is NOT a
Four-Letter Word Barbara R. Blackburn, 2025-02-06 Learn how to increase instructional rigor so
that all students can reach higher levels of learning. In this new edition of a bestseller, authors
Barbara R. Blackburn and Melissa Miles offer practical ideas for raising expectations, increasing
complexity, giving appropriate support and guidance, creating open-ended choices and projects, and
much more. This timely new edition features new strategies for teaching questioning and inquiry,
helping students use evidence and see open-ended perspectives, and increasing student agency, as
well as ideas for implementing more effective assessments and incorporating rigor with technology.
Appropriate for teachers of all grade levels and subject areas, the book is filled with helpful tips and
tools that you can implement immediately. In addition, full-sized templates are available as support
material on our website so you can download and print them for classroom use. With its practical
advice and helpful tools, Rigor Is NOT a Four-Letter Word will set you and your students on the fast
track to higher learning and sustained success.

getting started with rigorous curriculum design larry ainsworth: Effective Grading
Practices for Secondary Teachers Dave Nagel, 2015-03-04 Enact innovative grading systems that
more accurately describe student progress! This book challenges traditional grading practices and
provides alternatives that can have direct impact on student success. By making subtle shifts toward
standards based grading systems, schools can reduce unnecessary course failures, provide students
and their families a more accurate picture of current progress, and increase opportunities for
success. The author offers a range of grading reform strategies that are built from practical
frameworks that are effective and simple to adapt. Among the many strengths of this book are:
Practical application of existing research and evidence base for effective secondary grading reforms
A framework for schools and districts to apply and adapt failure prevention strategies such as early
failure detection, Amnesty Days, and meaningful stipulated second chance opportunities for students
to reach mastery Functional strategies and actions for shifting toward standards-based (referenced)
grading without entirely abandoning letter grades Countering resistance to change through
a-clearly-articulated plan for conducting school-wide and classroom level action research around the
effectiveness of new or adjusted grading practices Informative and pragmatic, this book is spot on
with analysis of this elephant in the room issue. Nagel uses both empathy and humor in getting to



the heart of a process to generate real solutions while underscoring the ultimate need for teacher
voice in any successful implementation. He provides ready-made strategies for real, impactful
change. I'm left hopeful that feedback will rule the day! —Bruce Potter, Superintendent Berkshire
UFSD Nagel offers an insightful and articulate voice to secondary improvement and alignment
through grading practices. His tried and true methods through working with real districts provides a
starting place and examples for others to follow. A must-read for anyone serious about ensuring
student engagement through meaningful feedback. —Debra K. Howe, Superintendent Tri-Creek
School Corporation ?

getting started with rigorous curriculum design larry ainsworth: Teaching and Learning
Social Studies Dr. James C. Rodkey, 2021-08-12 Teaching and Learning Social Studies (The TALSS
Method) By: Dr. James C. Rodkey Teaching and Learning Social Studies is a complete guide for a
different way to teach American History in high school. The method detailed in this book does away
with traditional teaching methods. These methods backed with scholarly research are
student-centered and student-driven. Teaching and Learning Social Studies does away with the short
term learning needed for tests and quizzes and focuses on teaching more important cognitive skills.
The teacher is not just a lecturer to pass along information but rather a facilitator that directs
learning through group work and activities. Teaching and Learning Social Studies is a complete
guide including lesson plans, group activities, and rubrics for any high school Social Studies or
American History teacher looking to enrich their students’ knowledge with lasting effects.

getting started with rigorous curriculum design larry ainsworth: Learning and Doing
Policy Analysis in Education: Examining Diverse Approaches to Increasing Educational
Access Maria Teresa Tatto, Justin Bruner, Fida Hussain Chang, Corvell George Cramfield, Tara
Miyoko Kintz, Nai-Cheng Kuo, Sandra Kurtti Pylvainen, Andleeb Sharif, 2012-09-17 This book
originated in a policy analysis class at Michigan State University taught during 2010. Using
Professor Tatto’s unique approach to teaching policy analysis, the professor and students agreed to
construct a class that represented a reflective and grounded experience in the policy analysis of a
current and relevant issue with global ramifications; we began exploring policies that were
developed at the global level and that were implemented locally. We investigated the surge of
globally developed standards and regulations in an effort to improve education. Our goal was to
learn cross-nationally about policies that seek to reform curriculum and instruction under efficiency
and global competitiveness arguments, such as Education for All (EFA) and its USA cousin No Child
Left Behind (NCLB). We knew our work would be bounded by the time available in a one-semester
class, and by resource constraints. We did exploratory inquiry supported by literature reviews,
reports on rigorous research studies, and in one case an exploratory case study. The policies we
chose to explore, such as EFA and NCLB, offered us the opportunity to examine current reform
tendencies that are intended to provide access to quality education for all children, the preparation
of teachers to support diverse populations, the organization of schools to accommodate these
children in response to vague policy mandates, and power issues affecting the different
constituencies and stakeholders. The effects of these and other policies were difficult to track
because research is scant and decisions are frequently made based on ideology or political
persuasion. Our purpose was to explore the critical issues that originated such policies, and to
search for documented evidence regarding policy implementation and effectiveness. We investigated
the factors that seemed to interfere with successful implementation, from conceptual, theoretical,
and methodological perspectives. In this class we learned thatthere are not ready-set frameworks for
policy analysis, but rather that these have to be constructed according to the issues that emerge as
policies are conceptualized and implemented to fit local contexts and needs. The book pays
particular attention to the contexts of policy, including the evolving conceptualization of global and
local systems of governance, knowledge regimes, and policy spaces. The book is designed for faculty
and doctoral students in education who are interested in understanding diverse frameworks for
policy analysis, and for those in the general public who are interested in the policies we analyze
here.



getting started with rigorous curriculum design larry ainsworth: Exploring Nonfiction
with Young Learners Darla Miner, Jill Zitnay, 2012-02-16 Exploring Nonfiction with Young Learners
explores the four basic nonfiction structures that the youngest learners are most likely to encounter:
descriptive, recount/collection, procedural, and explanatory texts. This book also includes
information to help teach four, more complex structures that younger readers sometimes encounter
during read-alouds: comparison, response, causation/cause and effect, and persuasive genres. This
book is organized to help plan lessons using each type of nonfiction structure. Strategies and
suggestions for activities to use before, during and after reading are included. Templates and
graphic organizers are also provided in order to facilitate planning, and offer additional resources.
Detailed information about each text structure as well as mentor texts to illustrate each type is
included. Text structures, as well as text access features, are defined and located in easy reference
charts. Whole class and small group planning ideas are included throughout the book in order to
allow for differentiation. Additionally, assessment ideas, sample think-alouds, lesson planning
templates, and sample lessons with completed graphic organizers are included for each text
structure.

getting started with rigorous curriculum design larry ainsworth: RTI Is a Verb Tom
Hierck, Chris Weber, 2013-11-27 RTI is more than just a buzzword—it’s a success story! RTI isn’t
just about interventions. It’s about assessing how all students respond to instruction. In this book,
Tom Hierck and Chris Weber go beyond the why and what of RTI to show you how to translate this
good idea into a plan of action for your school. They offer concrete recommendations and resources,
including Interventions linked to the Common Core State Standards, with emphasis on college and
career readiness Practical strategies for screening, progress monitoring, and diagnostics Sample
approaches to specific interventions across the curriculum Preparing students to meet real world
challenges—and to stay in school until they are ready for them—takes a team effort. With this road
map in hand, your team will take RTI from research to practice, from ideas to reality—and lead all
students to success.

getting started with rigorous curriculum design larry ainsworth: Unpacking your
Learning Targets Sean McWherter, 2020-11-24 This accessible resource assists teachers,
instructional coaches, principals, and curricular leaders to adopt a simple, straightforward
framework that allows educators to seamlessly align high quality learning targets with specific
standards. Full of examples across grade levels and subjects, this useful book helps educators
deepen their understanding of content and design more efficient lessons that will aid student
learning and readiness. Unpacking Your Learning Targets is a guide into a deeper understanding of
creating and designing learning targets that foster student learning and success for all.

getting started with rigorous curriculum design larry ainsworth: Target-Based Grading in
Collaborative Teams: Garth Larson, Tom Hierck, 2017-01-02 In order to make grading and reporting
practices more meaningful and appropriate, schools must design core instruction to reflect both
academic standards and specific academic and behavioral targets that clearly indicate what students
must know and what they must be able to do. The authors' experience shows that taking this
approach positively impacts teaching and learning. This six-page, quick-reference laminated guide is
designed to help schools move beyond standards to target-based grading and reporting. In 13 clear
steps, it walks collaborative teams through the process of: Prioritizing standards and breaking them
into specific learning targets; Creating assessments that accurately measure the relevant standards
and learning targets; Designing and delivering instruction that specifically addresses learning
targets; Administering and analyzing assessments; Reassessing when there is evidence of new
learning; Reporting proficiency levels against learning targets using a summative scoring rubricThe
guide includes examples of proficiency scales, proficiency targets, progress trackers, and summative
rubrics.

getting started with rigorous curriculum design larry ainsworth: Is Your Lesson for You or
Your Students? Jahkari H. Taylor, 2025-05-14 Connecting with students on a personal level is a very
important aspect of teaching, but how can we ensure students are just as connected to what they’re



learning? Is Your Lesson for You or Your Students? answers this question by providing a
student-centered, culturally responsive, and curriculum-aligned framework that teachers can easily
implement into their classrooms. Author Jahkari JT Taylor, a seasoned educational leader and
instructional coach, walks readers through his I.C.E.D. T.E.A. acronym to enrich the instructional
capacity of K-12 educators. Each chapter contains professional insight, researched-based
approaches, reflection questions, and practical strategies for leveraging knowledge of students to
inspire learning in the academic setting. Downloadable resources, such as the I.C.E.D. T.E.A.
Framework, the Checklist for Aligning Curriculum, and the PACE Framework, are also provided to
cultivate reflective practitioners and help teachers prioritize their students and methodology.
Whether you're a veteran educator or just starting your teaching career, you’ll come away with a
plethora of strategies for creating student-centered lessons, maximizing student achievement, and
creating enjoyable learning experiences for all students.

getting started with rigorous curriculum design larry ainsworth: Look, Listen, Learn,
LEAD Jeffery Smith, Kate Wolfe Maxlow, John Caggianno, Karen L. Sanzo, 2020-10-01 Look, Listen,
Learn, LEAD: A District-Wide Systems Approach to Teaching and Learning in PreK-12 lays out the
transformational journey of Hampton City Schools (HCS), an urban school division of 30 schools in
southeastern Virginia. Our school district faces numerous challenges, such as 62% of students
receiving free and reduced-price lunch and 14% of students holding an IEP, and in 2015-2016,
Hampton City Schools’ state accreditation rate was approximately half the statewide rate and on a
downward trend. In only three years, that was turned around and HCS exceeded the statewide
accreditation rate, a more than 100% improvement with 100% of our schools accredited without
conditions. We attribute this in large part to our dedicated educators and their implementation of
district-wide systems for curriculum, instruction, checking for student understanding, climate, and
culture. The goal of this book is to break down the process of what it takes to bring about large-scale
educational change that is sustainable. We describe a process for developing a strong mission and
vision to undergird the work around a variety of district-wide systems. This book provides insights
into how to improve climate and culture, create a guaranteed and viable written curriculum,
establish a process for evaluating its implementation, and create a balanced assessment framework
to measure student success. Complete with example templates, action plans, and lessons learned,
this book is a true example of theory-into-practice to bring about sustained improvement for all
learners.
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