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Trees of Illinois Field Guide: Discovering the State’s Remarkable Arboreal Treasures

trees of illinois field guide is more than just a phrase; it’s an invitation to explore the
rich and diverse tree species that call Illinois home. Whether you’re an avid nature
enthusiast, a student of botany, or simply someone who enjoys a peaceful walk through the
woods, understanding the trees around you adds a deeper dimension to your outdoor
adventures. This guide aims to illuminate the fascinating world of Illinois trees, providing
insights into identification, ecology, and the best spots to witness these natural wonders.

Why a Trees of Illinois Field Guide Matters

Illinois is part of the temperate deciduous forest biome, boasting an impressive variety of
tree species that thrive across its landscapes—from the rolling prairies to dense woodlands
along rivers and lakes. A dedicated field guide tailored to Illinois helps people recognize
native and common non-native species, appreciate their role in the ecosystem, and foster a
connection to the environment.

Many people are surprised to learn that Illinois is home to hundreds of tree species,
including iconic hardwoods and resilient conifers. Using a field guide specific to Illinois
ensures you’re focusing on trees well-adapted to the region’s climate and soil, simplifying
the identification process and enhancing your understanding of local biodiversity.

Understanding Illinois’ Tree Diversity

Illinois’ tree population is a mix of hardwood and softwood species, each with distinct
characteristics. The state’s forests have evolved through centuries of natural processes and
human influence, resulting in a dynamic landscape.

Common Hardwood Trees in Illinois

Hardwoods dominate the Illinois forests, valued for their sturdy wood and ecological
importance. Some of the most common hardwood species include:

White Oak (Quercus alba): Known for its rounded lobed leaves and strong wood,
white oak is a cornerstone of Illinois forests.

Red Maple (Acer rubrum): A tree appreciated for its brilliant fall colors and
adaptability to different soil types.

Black Walnut (Juglans nigra): Famous for its valuable hardwood and edible nuts,



black walnut prefers deep, fertile soils.

American Beech (Fagus grandifolia): Recognizable by its smooth, gray bark and
simple, serrated leaves.

Notable Conifers of Illinois

While hardwoods dominate, conifers also have their place, especially in northern Illinois and
managed forests.

Eastern White Pine (Pinus strobus): A tall, fast-growing pine with soft needles
grouped in clusters of five.

Eastern Red Cedar (Juniperus virginiana): A hardy, drought-tolerant tree with
scale-like leaves and distinctive blue berries.

How to Use a Trees of Illinois Field Guide
Effectively

Field guides are most helpful when approached with curiosity and patience. Here are some
tips for making the most of your tree identification experience:

Observe Leaves and Bark Closely

Leaves are often the first clue to a tree’s identity. Pay attention to their shape, size, edge
(smooth, serrated, lobed), and arrangement on the branch (alternate, opposite, or whorled).
Bark texture and color can also be distinctive, especially in winter when leaves are absent.

Consider Seasonal Changes

Illinois’ four-season climate means trees look different throughout the year. In spring and
summer, leaves provide key identification features, while fall reveals spectacular color
changes. Winter identification relies heavily on bark, twigs, and buds.

Use Multiple Identification Features



Don’t rely on a single characteristic. Combine observations of leaves, bark, fruit or seeds,
and overall tree shape to make a confident ID. Many Illinois field guides include helpful
illustrations or photographs to assist in this process.

Where to Explore and Identify Trees in Illinois

Illinois offers numerous parks, nature preserves, and forests where you can immerse
yourself in tree identification.

Starved Rock State Park

Located along the Illinois River, this park is famous for its rugged canyons and diverse
hardwood forests. It’s an excellent place to spot species like sugar maples, oaks, and
hickories.

Shawnee National Forest

In southern Illinois, Shawnee National Forest boasts a mix of hardwood and conifer species.
The forest’s rich biodiversity makes it a perfect field study site for tree enthusiasts.

Morton Arboretum

Near Chicago, the Morton Arboretum offers curated collections of native and exotic trees.
It’s a fantastic place to learn about Illinois’ tree species in a controlled setting, with
educational programs and guided tours.

The Ecological Importance of Illinois Trees

Trees in Illinois do more than simply beautify the landscape—they play critical roles in
maintaining healthy ecosystems.

Habitat Provision: Many Illinois wildlife species depend on native trees for food,
shelter, and nesting sites.

Soil Conservation: Tree roots stabilize soil and prevent erosion, especially along
rivers and hillsides.

Carbon Sequestration: Illinois trees help reduce atmospheric carbon dioxide,
combating climate change.



Water Cycle Regulation: Trees influence local water cycles by absorbing rainfall
and releasing moisture through transpiration.

Understanding these roles underscores why preserving Illinois’ native trees is vital for
future generations.

Common Challenges in Tree Identification and
How to Overcome Them

Identifying trees can sometimes be tricky, especially for beginners. Here are some common
hurdles and tips to navigate them:

Similar-Looking Species

Many tree species share similar leaf shapes or bark textures. To differentiate, focus on
additional details like fruit type, leaf arrangement, or habitat preference.

Seasonal Variability

Without leaves, identification can be tough. Learning to recognize twig patterns, buds, and
bark features is invaluable during fall and winter.

Human Impact and Non-Native Species

Urban areas often feature non-native or ornamental species that may not be in traditional
Illinois field guides. Supplement your guide with local tree inventories or apps for a more
comprehensive understanding.

Digital Tools and Apps to Complement Your Trees
of Illinois Field Guide

Technology has made tree identification more accessible than ever. Smartphone apps like
iNaturalist, Leafsnap, and PlantSnap allow users to upload photos and receive identification
suggestions. Many apps include databases specific to regions like Illinois, making them a
handy companion for fieldwork.

Pairing a traditional field guide with digital tools enriches your learning experience and
provides immediate feedback, encouraging deeper exploration.



Tips for Responsible Tree Exploration in Illinois

When using your trees of Illinois field guide outdoors, remember to respect nature:

Avoid damaging trees or removing leaves and seeds unnecessarily.

Stay on marked trails to protect fragile ecosystems.

Use binoculars or a hand lens for closer observation without disturbing wildlife.

Take notes or photos to document your findings without altering the environment.

By practicing responsible exploration, you help preserve Illinois’ natural heritage and
ensure that others can enjoy it too.

Immersing yourself in a trees of Illinois field guide experience opens doors to appreciating
the state’s natural beauty on a whole new level. Each tree tells a story of resilience,
adaptation, and life cycles intertwined with the seasons and the wildlife that depend on
them. Whether you’re identifying a towering oak or a delicate maple seedling, the journey
of discovery enriches your connection to the land and its living history.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the 'Trees of Illinois Field Guide' about?
The 'Trees of Illinois Field Guide' is a comprehensive resource that helps readers identify
and learn about the various species of trees found throughout Illinois, including their
characteristics, habitats, and uses.

Who is the author of the 'Trees of Illinois Field Guide'?
The 'Trees of Illinois Field Guide' is authored by knowledgeable botanists and naturalists
specializing in the flora of Illinois, often published by local experts or state natural history
organizations.

How can the 'Trees of Illinois Field Guide' help
beginners in tree identification?
The guide typically includes detailed descriptions, photographs, and identification keys that
make it easier for beginners to recognize tree species by their leaves, bark, fruits, and
overall shape.



Does the 'Trees of Illinois Field Guide' cover both native
and non-native tree species?
Yes, the guide usually covers a wide range of tree species found in Illinois, including native
species as well as commonly found non-native or invasive trees.

Where can I purchase or access the 'Trees of Illinois
Field Guide'?
The guide can often be purchased through bookstores, online retailers like Amazon, or
accessed at local libraries and Illinois state parks visitor centers.

Are there digital or mobile app versions of the 'Trees of
Illinois Field Guide'?
Some editions of the guide may be available in digital formats or as part of mobile apps
designed for plant and tree identification, offering interactive features and GPS integration.

What are some common tree species featured in the
'Trees of Illinois Field Guide'?
Common species include the White Oak, Sugar Maple, Eastern Redbud, American
Sycamore, and Black Walnut, all of which are native and prominent in Illinois landscapes.

How does the 'Trees of Illinois Field Guide' contribute to
conservation efforts?
By educating the public about tree species and their ecological roles, the guide promotes
awareness and encourages conservation practices to protect Illinois’ forested areas.

Is the 'Trees of Illinois Field Guide' suitable for use in
educational settings?
Yes, it is an excellent resource for educators and students in schools and universities for
teaching botany, ecology, and environmental science related to Illinois’ natural habitats.

Additional Resources
Trees of Illinois Field Guide: An In-Depth Exploration of the State’s Arboreal Diversity

trees of illinois field guide serves as an essential resource for naturalists, students,
landscapers, and anyone interested in the rich variety of tree species across the Prairie
State. Illinois, situated in the heart of the Midwest, boasts a diverse range of native and
non-native trees that contribute significantly to its ecosystems, urban landscapes, and
cultural heritage. This field guide not only offers identification techniques but also delves
into the ecological roles, seasonal changes, and conservation challenges faced by Illinois



trees.

Understanding the trees of Illinois requires a systematic approach, combining visual
identification with knowledge of the environment, leaf patterns, bark textures, and seasonal
characteristics. This article investigates the key features and benefits of using a trees of
Illinois field guide, while highlighting some of the most prominent tree species found
throughout the state.

The Importance of a Trees of Illinois Field Guide

A comprehensive trees of Illinois field guide functions as more than just a catalog of
species; it is a tool that fosters ecological literacy and environmental stewardship. Illinois
has approximately 200 tree species, ranging from towering oaks to delicate dogwoods. The
guide enables users to:

- Correctly identify species based on leaves, buds, bark, and fruit
- Understand the habitat preferences and growth patterns
- Recognize invasive species impacting native populations
- Promote conservation efforts by highlighting endangered or threatened trees

Moreover, such a guide is invaluable for urban planners and landscapers who aim to
incorporate native species into green spaces, enhancing biodiversity and resilience against
pests and climate change.

Key Features of an Effective Trees of Illinois Field Guide

Not all field guides offer the same depth or accessibility. The best trees of Illinois field guide
typically includes:

Clear Photographs and Illustrations: High-quality images of leaves, bark, fruits,
and overall tree shape assist accurate identification.

Seasonal Descriptions: Insight into how trees appear during different seasons,
especially the fall foliage changes that Illinois is known for.

Habitat and Range Maps: Indicating where each species is commonly found within
Illinois, from the northern woodlands to southern bottomlands.

Scientific and Common Names: Both nomenclatures facilitate learning and cross-
referencing with other resources.

Growth and Care Information: For gardeners and conservationists, tips on soil
preferences, sunlight requirements, and potential threats.



Exploring Prominent Tree Species in Illinois

Illinois’ tree population reflects its diverse climates and topographies, with species adapted
to prairies, forests, and wetlands. The trees of Illinois field guide highlights several
signature species that are both ecologically and culturally significant.

White Oak (Quercus alba)

The white oak is the state tree of Illinois and a quintessential symbol of Midwestern
woodlands. It is easily identified by its lobed leaves with rounded tips and a grayish bark
that becomes deeply furrowed with age. This species is prized for its strong wood and vital
role in supporting wildlife, providing acorns for deer, squirrels, and numerous bird species.

Black Walnut (Juglans nigra)

Known for its dark, ridged bark and distinctive compound leaves, the black walnut is both
economically and ecologically important. It produces valuable timber and edible nuts, but
also releases juglone, a chemical that can inhibit the growth of some other plants nearby. A
trees of Illinois field guide typically warns about this allelopathic effect, which is crucial for
gardeners and forest managers to understand.

Red Maple (Acer rubrum)

Famous for its vibrant fall colors ranging from scarlet to orange, the red maple is one of the
most common hardwoods in Illinois. The guide often notes its adaptability to wet and dry
soils as well as its rapid growth, making it a favorite choice for urban planting.

American Sycamore (Platanus occidentalis)

This large, fast-growing tree is easily recognizable by its mottled, peeling bark and broad
leaves. The American sycamore thrives along rivers and floodplains, playing a crucial role in
stabilizing soil and supporting riparian ecosystems.

Challenges and Conservation Insights in Illinois
Forestry

While the trees of Illinois field guide serves as a gateway to knowledge, it also sheds light
on pressing environmental challenges. Urbanization, invasive species like the emerald ash
borer, and diseases such as oak wilt threaten the health and diversity of Illinois forests.



Emerald Ash Borer Impact

Since its detection in Illinois in the early 2000s, the emerald ash borer has decimated ash
tree populations statewide. A well-crafted guide provides identification tips for affected ash
trees and outlines management strategies to mitigate spread, such as removal of infected
trees and biological control efforts.

Invasive Species and Their Effects

Non-native species like the tree-of-heaven and Norway maple compete aggressively with
native trees. The field guide often emphasizes recognizing these species to control their
proliferation and preserve native biodiversity.

Urban Tree Management

Illinois cities, including Chicago and Springfield, depend on urban forestry for air quality
improvement, shade, and aesthetic value. The field guide is a critical resource for selecting
resilient tree species that can withstand pollution, limited soil space, and climate variability.

Utilizing the Trees of Illinois Field Guide for
Education and Recreation

Beyond professional use, the trees of Illinois field guide is increasingly popular among
hikers, educators, and families seeking to deepen their connection to nature. Many guides
incorporate:

Interactive keys and quizzes to engage learners

Seasonal checklists for tree spotting throughout the year

Information on tree-related cultural history and folklore

These features encourage outdoor exploration and awareness, fostering a generation more
attuned to environmental issues.

Integration with Digital Tools

Modern versions of the trees of Illinois field guide often include companion apps or online
databases, enabling users to upload photos for identification, access updated distribution



maps, and contribute citizen science data. This digital integration enhances the guide’s
utility and relevance in contemporary ecological studies.

The landscape of Illinois is undeniably enriched by its tree diversity, and a thorough trees of
Illinois field guide remains an indispensable companion for understanding and preserving
this natural wealth. By combining detailed botanical information with practical conservation
advice, such guides empower users to appreciate and protect the state’s arboreal heritage
for generations to come.
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  trees of illinois field guide: Trees of Illinois Field Guide Stan Tekiela, 2023-04-11 Learn to
identify Illinois trees with this handy field guide, organized by leaf type and attachment. With this
famous field guide by award-winning author and naturalist Stan Tekiela, you can make tree
identification simple, informative, and productive. There’s no need to look through dozens of photos
of trees that don’t grow in Illinois. Learn about 124 species found in the state (every native tree plus
common non-natives), organized by leaf type and attachment. Just look at a tree’s leaves, then go to
the correct section to learn what it is. Fact-filled information contains the particulars that you want
to know, while full-page photographs provide the visual detail needed for accurate identification.
Book Features 124 species: Every native tree plus common non-natives Easy to use: Thumb tabs
show leaf type and attachment Compare feature: Decide between look-alikes Stan’s Notes:
Naturalist tidbits and facts Professional photos: Crisp, stunning full-page images This new edition
includes updated photographs; expanded information; a Quick Compare section for leaves, needles,
and silhouettes; and even more of Stan’s expert insights. So grab the Trees of Illinois Field Guide for
your next outing—to help ensure that you positively identify the trees that you see.
  trees of illinois field guide: Native Trees of the Midwest Sally S. Weeks, Harmon P. Weeks
Jr., George R. Parker, 2011-01-07 Native Trees of the Midwest is a definitive guide to identifying
trees in Indiana and surrounding states, written by three leading forestry experts. Descriptive text
explains how to identify every species in any season and color photographs show all important
characteristics. Not only does the book allow the user to identify trees and learn of their ecological
and distributional attributes, but it also presents an evaluation of each species relative to its
potential ornamental value for those interested in landscaping. Since tree species have diverse
values to wildlife, an evaluation of wildlife uses is presented with a degree of detail available
nowhere else. The revised and expanded second edition contains a chapter on introduced species
that have become naturalized and invasive throughout the region. All accounts have been reviewed
and modifications made when necessary to reflect changes in taxonomy, status, or wildlife uses.
Keys have been modified to incorporate introduced species.
  trees of illinois field guide: Michigan Trees: A Handbook of the Native and Most
Important Introduced Species Charles Herbert Otis, 2021-04-26 In Michigan Trees: A Handbook
of the Native and Most Important Introduced Species, Charles Herbert Otis offers a comprehensive
exploration of the diverse arboreal landscape of Michigan. The book serves as both a field guide and
a scholarly reference, meticulously detailing the characteristics, habitats, and ecological importance
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of native and introduced tree species. Otis employs a clear and accessible narrative style rich with
illustrations, making it suitable not only for botanists and ecologists but also for lay readers and
nature enthusiasts. This text stands within the literary tradition of American naturalism,
emphasizing the intricate relationships between trees and their environment, thus invoking a
profound appreciation for the state'Äôs botanical heritage. Charles Herbert Otis, a noted naturalist
and botanist of his time, utilized his extensive knowledge of Michigan's flora to compile this essential
guide. His passion for environmental conservation and education is reflected in his meticulous
research and observation of the state's unique ecosystems. Otis'Äôs contributions to the field,
alongside his dedication to fostering a greater understanding of Michigan'Äôs plant life, underscore
the significance of his work in promoting ecological awareness. This handbook is a valuable resource
for anyone interested in the natural world, offering insightful information that enhances one'Äôs
understanding of Michigan'Äôs trees and ecosystems. Whether you are a student of botany, a casual
observer of nature, or even a seasoned forester, Otis'Äôs engaging prose and detailed descriptions
will illuminate the rich tapestry of Michigan's trees, urging you to venture outdoors and deepen your
connection with nature.
  trees of illinois field guide: Northern Mountain and Prairie Community Tree Guide , 2003
  trees of illinois field guide: The Hidden Company That Trees Keep James B. Nardi,
2023-02-07 This book takes a deep dive into the complex and endlessly fascinating relationships
between trees and the many organisms that rely on them throughout their entire lifecyles. Some of
these stories will be familiar, but others, particularly at the micro-level, will be something of a
revelation. Nardi examines every part of the tree to show how the tiniest organisms use micro
spaces in leaf scales, twigs, or bark to thrive while larger organisms such as birds and mammals
exploit the individual tree's more visible resources and - in return - help seed dispersal or other
types of propagation. Nardi's immense knowledge is captured in fully accessible text alongside his
own copious and wonderful drawings, rendered in both black-and-white and color. The result is a
masterly overview that will guide the reader through the co-evolutionary history of organisms and
their tree hosts--
  trees of illinois field guide: The Ancient Magick of Trees Gregory Michael Brewer,
2019-10-08 A Comprehensive Field Guide to Over 100 Trees and Their Magickal and Medicinal Uses
This unique illustrated resource helps you identify more than one hundred common trees across
North America and Europe and discover their medicinal and magickal properties. Gregory Michael
Brewer provides detailed information about the mythology and symbolism of trees from around the
world along with an abundance of exercises and meditations suitable for Pagans of all skill levels
and traditions. Featuring over two hundred illustrations, this book is the only one you'll need while
studying trees. Whether you're seeking the scientific characteristics of a particular species or the
folk traditions and remedies associated with it, this is a must-have guide for those who want to
enhance their magickal practice and their understanding of our relationship with trees.
  trees of illinois field guide: An Illustrated Guide to Eastern Woodland Wildflowers and
Trees Melanie Choukas-Bradley, 2004 Surely such a familiar landmark and its flora need no
introduction. But leaf through the book (or better yet, get Brown and Choukas-Bradley to take you
on a tour) and you realize that while the rest of the world has been looking at Sugarloaf through a
telescope, this intrepid pair has been using a magnifying glass.... Their record of these trees and
wildflowers] has become one of the most complete guides to local upland flora available, and they
hope it will be used not just in other natural areas but in back yards where people want to raise
native plants themselves.--Washington Post In between a field guide and a botanical manual,
Choukas-Bradley and Brown have created a must-have... to tote into the woods of Sugarloaf
Mountain. The authors have included every flowering plant they observed during ten years of
extensive hiking and exploration on Sugarloaf. This guide would be useful to any naturalist, serious
or casual, venturing into the wilds of the Northeastern United States and adjacent
Canada.--E-Streams This book contains an easy-to-use, non-technical botanical key for flowering
plants--herbaceous and woody alike.... The author describes each plant and its individual parts, all



related species, and details on the plant's growth habit, its natural range and habitat, its bloom time,
and where it can be found on Sugarloaf Mt.--Solidago: The Newsletter of the Finger Lakes Native
Plant Society A thorough yet user-friendly companion to the authors' popular paperback Sugarloaf:
The Mountain's History, Geology, and Natural Lore, this volume is an exquisitely illustrated guide to
350 eastern woodland wildflowers and trees found onsite at Sugarloaf Mountain, Maryland. It
includes a botanical key and an illustrated glossary of common and scientific names, and is packed
with nearly 400 elaborately and artistically detailed pen-and-ink drawings to make plant
identification simple and fun. Melanie Choukas-Bradley is the author of City of Trees: The Complete
Field Guide to the Trees of Washington, D.C. and a longtime contributor to the Washington Post. She
teaches field botany for the USDA Graduate School. Tina Thieme Brown has worked as a landscape
artist and environmentalist for twenty-five years. She teaches art at the U.S. Botanic Garden, is an
artist on the Countryside Artisans Studio Tour, and creates art inspired by the Sugarloaf Mountain
countryside in her 1790s log cabin studio. Choukas-Bradley and Brown lead Sugarloaf Mountain
field trips for the Audubon Naturalist Society of the Central Atlantic States and other organizations.
Published in association with the Center for American Places
  trees of illinois field guide: Trees of Panama and Costa Rica Richard Condit, Rolando A.
Pérez, Nefertaris Daguerre, 2010-11-08 This is the first field guide dedicated to the diverse tree
species of Panama and Costa Rica. Featuring close to 500 tropical tree species, Trees of Panama and
Costa Rica includes superb color photos, abundant color distribution maps, and concise descriptions
of key characteristics, making this guide readily accessible to botanists, biologists, and casual nature
lovers alike. The invaluable introductory chapters discuss tree diversity in Central America and the
basics of tree identification. Family and species accounts are treated alphabetically and describe
family size, number of genera and species, floral characteristics, and relative abundance. Color
distribution maps supplement the useful species descriptions, and facing-page photographic plates
detail bark, leaf, flower, or fruit of the species featured. Helpful appendices contain a full glossary, a
comprehensive guide to leaf forms, and a list of families not covered. The only tree guide to cover
both Panama and Costa Rica together Covers almost 500 species 438 high-resolution color photos
480 color distribution maps and two general maps Concise and jargon-free descriptions of key
characteristics for every species Full glossary and guide to leaf forms included
  trees of illinois field guide: Illinois Libraries , 1967 Includes proceedings of the Illinois
Library Association.
  trees of illinois field guide: Divining, a Memoir in Trees Maureen Dunphy, 2023-02-21
Essays exploring the intimate yet universal intersection of one human life with trees. A 2024
selection by the Sierra Club, Wisconsin Chapter Book Club Finalist for the Midwest Book Awards! In
sixteen essays, each named after a species of tree, Maureen Dunphy explores the nature of
human-arboreal relationships, and how each of these trees has—literally—served as a friend, a
confidante, or a place to rest. The depth and diversity of these relationships are revealed through
essays that are both intimate and universal, moving and informative. While Dunphy's relationships
with trees are unique and personal, her work reveals the deep-rooted complexity that connects all of
humanity to our staunch, upright companions in life, the members of the Standing Nation. Beyond
providing oxygen, food, and shelter, trees can be sites of emotional refuge, sources of intellectual
enrichment, and a boon to physical, mental, and spiritual health. With essays, such as Stairway to
Heaven: The American Sycamore and Rocky Mountain High: The Colorado Pinyon, Dunphy gives
readers many ways to reimagine our relationships with nature and self. Within reflections of her
personal experience, she skillfully integrates scientific facts to achieve a balance of passion and
practicality. While technology, screens, and the stress of the modern world directs our attention
elsewhere, Dunphy brings the reader back to the trees right outside our windows.
  trees of illinois field guide: Ozark Wildflowers Thomas E. Hemmerly, 2002 A must-have field
guide for wildflower enthusiasts, this book explores the water, soil, climate, and geology that
influence Ozark ecology and identifies more than 600 species of Ozark flowering plants. 281 color
photos.



  trees of illinois field guide: Exercise of Option Purchase Agreement with LSP Energy
Limited Partnership for Supply of Electric Energy: Batesville Generation Facility, City of
Batesville, Coahoma County, Panola County, Quitman County, Yalobusha County , 1997
  trees of illinois field guide: Monticello B-2 Area Surface Lignite Mine Expansion, Titas County
, 1991
  trees of illinois field guide: Outdoor Illinois , 2009
  trees of illinois field guide: Quick Bibliography Series , 1976
  trees of illinois field guide: Resources in Education , 2001-04
  trees of illinois field guide: Naturally Curious Mary Holland, 2018-04-01 Are you ready for a
glimpse into the dark, subterranean world of the star-nosed mole? A barred owl's late-winter call to
take on new meaning? The life cycle of the eastern newt to suddenly seem complex, beautiful, and
intricately bound to mysterious underwater landscapes and damp forest floors? Naturalist and
environmental educator Mary Holland's visually astounding book Naturally Curious promises a walk
in the woods (or a field or wetland) will never be the same. With boundless enthusiasm and a
lifetime's-worth of natural history knowledge, Holland escorts you through the New England
seasons, month by month—in sun, rain, and snow; along roadsides and riverbanks; above burrows
and under treetop nesting sites. Beginning with March and its early stirrings of life awakening after
a long cold winter, and ending in February as survival becomes the sole focus of all plants and
creatures, great and small, Holland provides hundreds of fascinating Nature Notes. These bite-size
nuggets of fact-based information detail a species' actions in a particular month—whether courting,
breeding, singing, burrowing, migrating, or caching food, for example. In addition, you'll find
pertinent lists of the amphibians, reptiles, birds, mammals, insects and arachnids, and plants and
fungi you might expect to see or hear from as the weeks go by. But that's not all: Each month
culminates in specially chosen essays, where Holland gets up-close-and-personal with New England
plant and animal life and some of their more intriguing typicalities and peculiarities, illustrating
their impact on the region and those who share it. Throughout, the many exciting and varied worlds
of the Northeast explode upon the page in an unmatched visual display of full-color photographs.
From the minutiae (the migration of the tiny snow flea on a warm winter's day) to the massive (the
wallowing practices of the bull moose in rut) this is the region and its inhabitants like you've never
seen them before. By deftly melding the practical field guide we all need with the kind of book we all
want to sit back and read, Holland does New England—and those who live in it, visit it, and love
it—an immense service. Adults and children alike are sure to be fascinated by the natural world in
this book, in their backyard, and even further afield. Naturally Curious is truly an into this world
experience.
  trees of illinois field guide: United States Tree Books United States. Department of
Agriculture, William Adams Dayton, 1952
  trees of illinois field guide: United States Tree Books William Adams Dayton, 1952
  trees of illinois field guide: Diseases and Pests of Ornamental Plants Pascal P. Pirone,
1978-03-14 Discusses diagnosis and treatment of diseases and organisms afflicting nearly 500
genera of ornamental plants grown outdoors, under glass, or in the home. Explains when and how to
use the most effective fungicides, insecticides, and other control materials and practices. The fifth
edition of the official publication of the New York Botanical Garden identifies new diseases,
recognizes the spread of many known diseases to a wider range of host plants, and reflects
up-to-date control methods. New illustrations have been added and there are expanded discussions
on fungicides, bactericides, and miticides.
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