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Black History Poems for Church Program: Celebrating Heritage Through Verse

Black history poems for church program have become a powerful way to honor the
enduring spirit, resilience, and faith of African Americans throughout history. These
poems not only celebrate the rich cultural heritage but also provide an inspiring platform
for reflection and community connection within church gatherings. Incorporating poetry
into a church program during Black History Month or other commemorative events can
deepen the spiritual experience while educating and uplifting the congregation.

Whether you're a church leader, event organizer, or community member looking to enrich
your program, exploring black history poems for church program offers a meaningful
blend of art, history, and worship. Let's dive into how these poems can enhance your
church event and explore some key themes and suggestions to make your program
impactful.

The Role of Black History Poems in Church
Programs

Poetry has long been a vessel for storytelling and preserving history, especially within the
African American community. When integrated into church programs, black history poems
serve multiple purposes:

- **Honoring Legacy:** They pay tribute to the struggles and triumphs of black ancestors
and civil rights leaders.
- **Spiritual Reflection:** Many poems weave themes of faith, hope, and perseverance,
resonating deeply in a church setting.
- **Educational Tool:** Poems can introduce historical narratives and cultural insights in
an accessible and emotionally engaging way.
- **Community Building:** Sharing poetry fosters a sense of unity, pride, and shared
identity among congregants.

The church has historically been a cornerstone of the African American community,
making it a fitting venue to celebrate black history through poetic expression.

Choosing the Right Black History Poems for Your
Church Program

Selecting poems that resonate with your congregation’s values and the event’s purpose is
crucial. Here are some tips to guide your choice:



Consider Themes That Align with Faith and History

Look for poems that highlight themes such as:

- **Faith and Spirituality:** Many black poets incorporate biblical imagery and spiritual
journeys.
- **Freedom and Justice:** Poems that speak to the quest for equality and civil rights.
- **Hope and Perseverance:** Celebrating resilience in the face of adversity.
- **Cultural Pride:** Emphasizing African heritage and identity.

For example, poems by Langston Hughes or Maya Angelou often blend historical context
with spiritual undertones, making them excellent choices for church programs.

Incorporate Diverse Voices

While iconic poets are important, including contemporary or lesser-known black poets can
introduce fresh perspectives. This diversity enriches the program and reflects the ongoing
narrative of black history.

Length and Style Matter

Depending on your program’s format, select poems that fit the time constraints and the
congregation’s preferences. Some poems may be short and powerful, suitable for reading
aloud, while others might be longer and better performed as dramatic recitations.

Examples of Black History Poems Suitable for
Church Programs

Here are a few notable poems and poets whose work aligns well with black history and
church settings:

"I, Too" by Langston Hughes

This poem is a declaration of dignity and hope amidst discrimination. Its message of
inclusion and resilience resonates deeply in a church context, especially when reflecting
on themes of equality and brotherhood.

"Still I Rise" by Maya Angelou

A powerful anthem of overcoming adversity, this poem celebrates strength and faith. Its



uplifting tone makes it perfect for encouraging congregants and reminding them of God’s
sustaining power.

"The Negro Speaks of Rivers" by Langston Hughes

This poem connects African heritage with a timeless spiritual journey, ideal for church
programs emphasizing roots and legacy.

Original or Community-Created Poems

Encouraging members of the church or youth groups to write and perform their own black
history poems can add a personal and heartfelt element to the program. This approach
fosters engagement and gives voice to the next generation.

How to Integrate Black History Poems Seamlessly
into Church Programs

Integrating poetry into your church program can be done in various creative and impactful
ways:

Opening or Closing Reflections

Begin or end your service or event with a poem to set a reflective tone or leave attendees
inspired.

Poetry Recitals or Dramatic Readings

Invite congregants, youth groups, or guest speakers to perform poems aloud, possibly
accompanied by music or visual presentations.

Interactive Elements

Consider combining poetry with call-and-response, singing, or group readings to involve
the congregation actively.



Educational Segments

Pair poems with brief historical narratives or testimonies to deepen understanding and
context.

Enhancing the Experience: Music, Art, and
Scripture

Black history poems for church program become even more powerful when paired with
complementary elements such as gospel music, visual art, and scripture readings. For
instance:

- Playing a gospel choir’s soulful rendition before or after a poem can elevate the
emotional impact.
- Displaying artwork that reflects themes of black history or faith can create an immersive
atmosphere.
- Reading scripture passages related to justice, liberation, and hope alongside poems
creates a cohesive spiritual message.

This holistic approach enriches the worship experience and honors the interconnectedness
of culture, faith, and history.

Resources and Where to Find Black History
Poems

Finding authentic and meaningful black history poems for church programs can be easier
with the right resources:

- **Anthologies:** Collections like *The Oxford Anthology of African American Poetry* or
*Black Poetry in America* provide a wide array of works.
- **Online Archives:** Websites such as The Poetry Foundation or African American
Literature Book Club offer accessible poems and background information.
- **Local Libraries and Universities:** Many have special collections on African American
literature.
- **Community Connections:** Reach out to local poets, churches, and cultural
organizations for original works and performances.

By utilizing these resources, you can curate a program that is both educational and
spiritually enriching.



Tips for Presenting Black History Poems in
Church Settings

To make the most of black history poems in your church program, consider these practical
tips:

- **Practice the Reading:** Whether you or others are presenting, rehearsing ensures
clarity and emotional connection.
- **Provide Context:** Brief introductions to each poem help the audience appreciate its
significance.
- **Use Multimedia:** Incorporate slideshows, videos, or music to support the poem’s
themes.
- **Encourage Participation:** Invite reflections or discussions after readings to engage
the congregation.
- **Celebrate Diversity:** Include poems from various eras and styles to showcase the
richness of black poetic tradition.

These strategies help create a memorable and impactful celebration of black history
through poetry.

---

Black history poems for church program bring together faith, culture, and history in a
uniquely powerful way. By thoughtfully selecting and presenting poetry, churches can
inspire their communities, honor past generations, and nurture a spirit of hope and
resilience that continues to define the African American experience. Whether through
classic works or fresh voices, poetry remains a vital and moving tribute in the ongoing
celebration of black heritage within the church.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some meaningful black history poems suitable
for a church program?
Meaningful black history poems for a church program include works by poets like
Langston Hughes, Maya Angelou, and Paul Laurence Dunbar, which often celebrate faith,
resilience, and the African American experience.

How can black history poems be incorporated into a
church program?
Black history poems can be incorporated into a church program through readings during
services, as part of a special Black History Month event, or integrated into worship
through spoken word or musical adaptations.



Which black history poems focus on faith and
spirituality for church settings?
Poems such as 'Mother to Son' by Langston Hughes and 'Still I Rise' by Maya Angelou
emphasize perseverance and hope, aligning well with themes of faith and spirituality in
church settings.

Are there specific black history poems written by
pastors or religious leaders?
Yes, several black poets who were also religious leaders, like James Weldon Johnson and
Paul Laurence Dunbar, have written poems that reflect spiritual themes and can be
appropriate for church programs.

How can I find black history poems that are appropriate
for all ages in a church program?
Look for poems with positive messages about faith, hope, and perseverance that avoid
complex language or mature themes. Anthologies focused on children's poetry or church
resources during Black History Month can be helpful.

What themes should be highlighted in black history
poems for a church program?
Themes such as faith, liberation, hope, resilience, community, and God's grace are
powerful and relevant for black history poems in a church program.

Can contemporary black poets’ works be included in
church programs for Black History Month?
Absolutely, contemporary black poets like Amanda Gorman and Clint Smith offer fresh
perspectives and inspiring messages that resonate well within church programs
celebrating Black History Month.

How can poetry enhance the message of Black History
Month in a church setting?
Poetry can evoke emotional connections, provide historical context, and inspire reflection
and dialogue, enriching the spiritual and educational experience of Black History Month in
churches.

Are there resources or collections of black history
poems specifically curated for church programs?
Yes, many Christian organizations and Black History Month planners provide curated
collections of black history poems suitable for church programs, often available online or



in thematic anthologies.

Additional Resources
Black History Poems for Church Program: Celebrating Heritage Through Spiritual Verse

black history poems for church program serve as a powerful medium to commemorate
the rich cultural heritage, struggles, and triumphs of African Americans within a sacred
gathering. Churches have historically been central to the African American community,
not only as places of worship but also as hubs for social activism, education, and cultural
expression. Incorporating black history poetry into church programs provides a unique
opportunity to honor this legacy while fostering reflection, inspiration, and unity among
congregants.

The Role of Black History Poems in Church
Programs

Black history poems for church program settings offer a multifaceted experience; they are
not just artistic expressions but also educational tools that highlight critical historical
narratives. These poems often encapsulate themes of faith, resilience, freedom, and
identity, resonating deeply with church audiences who share a spiritual foundation. The
integration of poetry into church events, particularly during Black History Month or
special commemorative services, enriches the worship experience by bridging cultural
history with spiritual reflection.

Moreover, poetry readings in church programs can serve as a catalyst for dialogue on
social justice, equality, and the ongoing challenges faced by the Black community. They
invite congregants to engage emotionally and intellectually with the stories conveyed,
enhancing empathy and communal solidarity.

Choosing the Right Poems for a Church Setting

Selecting black history poems for church program requires thoughtful consideration of
both content and tone. Ideally, the poems chosen should align with the church’s spiritual
values while authentically representing the historical and cultural significance of Black
heritage. Poems that emphasize themes of hope, perseverance, divine justice, and
liberation tend to resonate well in this context.

Some of the most impactful poems come from renowned African American poets such as
Langston Hughes, Maya Angelou, and Paul Laurence Dunbar. For instance, Hughes’ “I,
Too” powerfully asserts Black identity and dignity, making it a compelling choice for
church recitations. Maya Angelou’s “Still I Rise” offers a triumphant message of resilience
that complements faith-based narratives of overcoming adversity.



Impact on Congregation and Community

When black history poems are thoughtfully integrated into church programs, they can
foster a deeper understanding of African American history and its relevance to
contemporary faith practice. Such poetry performances often evoke emotional responses
that inspire both individual reflection and collective action.

Church congregations benefit from this cultural enrichment as it broadens perspectives
and reinforces a shared commitment to justice and equality grounded in spiritual
teachings. Additionally, these poems can serve as educational tools, especially for younger
members of the congregation, by making historical events and figures more accessible and
memorable.

Popular Black History Poems Suitable for Church
Programs

To support church leaders and organizers in curating meaningful programs, here is an
overview of notable black history poems that have proven effective in worship settings:

"I, Too" by Langston Hughes: Celebrates Black identity and envisions a future of
equality, echoing themes of hope and divine justice.

"Still I Rise" by Maya Angelou: A defiant declaration of resilience and
empowerment, aligning with spiritual motifs of triumph over hardship.

"Sympathy" by Paul Laurence Dunbar: Explores the pain of oppression and
yearning for freedom, invoking empathy and compassion.

"The Creation" by James Weldon Johnson: A biblical-inspired poem that
reimagines the creation story, blending religious narrative with African American
cultural expression.

"Mother to Son" by Langston Hughes: Uses the metaphor of a difficult staircase
to convey perseverance and faith in the face of adversity.

These poems are not only historically significant but also spiritually enriching, making
them ideal for Black History Month church programs or any service dedicated to
celebrating Black heritage.

Incorporating Poetry into Church Programs: Practical
Tips



Successful integration of black history poems into church programs depends on several
factors, including presentation style, audience engagement, and contextual framing. Here
are some practical strategies to consider:

Contextual Introduction: Provide background information on the poet and the1.
historical significance of the poem before the reading. This helps congregants
appreciate the poem’s depth and relevance.

Interactive Elements: Encourage congregational responses or reflections after the2.
poem, such as brief discussions or prayer sessions inspired by the themes.

Diverse Formats: Incorporate various performance styles, such as spoken word,3.
choral readings, or dramatizations, to maintain engagement and highlight different
expressive dimensions.

Integration with Music: Pair poems with gospel or spiritual music to enhance the4.
emotional impact and create a cohesive worship experience.

Youth Involvement: Engage young members of the church in reciting poems or5.
creating original works to foster intergenerational dialogue and education.

These approaches ensure that black history poems for church program are not only
informative but also spiritually uplifting and participatory.

Challenges and Considerations in Selecting Black
History Poems

While poetry can profoundly enrich church programs, organizers must navigate certain
challenges to maintain appropriateness and impact.

Balancing Historical Authenticity with Spiritual
Sensitivity

Some poems may contain language or themes that are historically authentic but could be
considered sensitive or challenging for a worship setting. Careful curation is necessary to
balance honesty about the struggles faced by African Americans with respect for the
church’s spiritual atmosphere.

Representing Diversity Within Black History

Black history is not monolithic, and the poems selected should reflect a spectrum of



experiences and voices, including those of women, youth, and various socioeconomic
backgrounds. This diversity enriches the program and fosters inclusivity within the
congregation.

Accessibility and Engagement

Poetry can sometimes be abstract or complex. Choosing poems that are accessible and
relatable to a broad church audience, including children and elders, helps maximize
engagement and comprehension.

The Lasting Significance of Black History Poetry
in Churches

Incorporating black history poems for church program is more than a ceremonial act; it is
an affirmation of identity, faith, and communal resilience. These poetic expressions serve
as a bridge between historical realities and spiritual aspirations, allowing congregations to
honor their past while envisioning a hopeful future.

Through the thoughtful selection and presentation of black history poetry, churches
continue their longstanding tradition as pillars of cultural preservation and social
transformation within the African American community. This practice not only enriches
worship but also strengthens the enduring narrative of faith intertwined with justice and
freedom.
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2011-02-24 Everybody’s life tells a story but most of them are stories unheard and untold. It’s not
what people think but how you really feel; some people have the same story but scared to speak out.
If you never remember anything else remember to always hold head up stick your chest out cause
your life has just begun. In this book you will fi nd that life is like a poem, so sit back and enjoy as I
take you on a ride down to a place called memory lane now don’t you think it’s time. One hundred
percent of this book is true. I hope some will inspire you. So once again the time has come for you to
open this book. You can laugh, cry, and agree with me because life is like a poem.
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  black history poems for church program: Hybrida: Poems Tina Chang, 2019-05-14 “One of
the most important books of poetry to come along in years.” —Craig Morgan Teicher, NPR Named a
Best Book of 2019 by NPR and Publishers Weekly, Hybrida is a stirring and confident examination of
mixed-race identity, violence, and history skillfully rendered through the lens of motherhood. In an
agile blend of zuihitsu, ghazal, mosaic poems, and lyric essays, Tina Chang “evokes the bottomless
love and terror of motherhood as she describes raising her mixed-race son” (New York Times).
Ambitious and revelatory, Hybrida establishes Chang as one of the most vital voices of her
generation.
  black history poems for church program: Last Call for the African-American Church Chester
Williams, 2014-12-24 Last Call for the African-American Church revisits the commandment Jesus left
his followers to proclaim the gospel worldwide until his return, one that by all accounts is no longer
a priority in the contemporary African-American church. Despite the presence of euphoric
praise-and-worship celebrations and the proliferation of diverse ministries it advertises as “cutting
edge,” the implosion of missions has occurred in this church's pulpits and pews. Selected biblical
foundations of missions are provided for those new to the parlance, and for others needing a
refresher course. Along with conventional missions’ distinctions, Chester Williams logs some
concepts in the glossary he himself has constructed, for readers and for collegial review. They
include the feminization of missions, rummage sale missions, missions without Jesus, and window
dressing missions. For the most part, these concepts represent a radical departure from apostolic
missions and are viewed as biblical tinkering and convolution, most importantly, as obstructions to
the Great Commission—world harvesting.
  black history poems for church program: Black Women Writers of Louisiana Ann B.
Dobie, Daren Tucker, 2022-01-03 Louisiana has been home, by birth or adoption, to numerous
literary greats. But among that talent, there's an under-celebrated cohort: Black women. Due to lack
of education and opportunity, their record is fairly brief, but over the past century they have been
responsible for a flowering of literature that portrays the Black experience through poetry, fiction,
plays, essays and journalism. The writers profiled here have not gone wholly unrecognized
though--far from it. Some have been honored with prestigious awards and have found a readership
large enough to put them at the forefront of the national literary scene. Beginning with Alice Ruth
Dunbar Nelson--a fiery activist, columnist and storyteller in the late nineteenth century--the work
extends to Fatima Shaik, named 2021 Louisiana Writer of the Year. Join Ann B. Dobie on this
celebration of Louisiana literary talent.
  black history poems for church program: Ebony , 1982-02 EBONY is the flagship magazine
of Johnson Publishing. Founded in 1945 by John H. Johnson, it still maintains the highest global
circulation of any African American-focused magazine.
  black history poems for church program: Soul Serenade Rashod Ollison, 2017-01-24 A
coming-of-age memoir about a young boy in rural Arkansas who searches for himself and his distant
father through soul music Growing up in rural Arkansas, young Rashod Ollison turned to music to
make sense of his life. The dysfunction, sadness, and steely resilience of his family and neighbors
was reflected in the R&B songs that played on 45s in smoky rooms. Steeped in the sounds, the
smells, the salty language of rural Arkansas in the 1980s, Soul Serenade is the memoir of a pop
music critic whose love for soul music was fostered by his father, Raymond. Drafted into the Vietnam
War as a teenager, Raymond returned a changed man, “dead on the inside.” After his parents’
volatile marriage ended in divorce, Rashod was haunted by the memory of his itinerant father and
his mama’s long forgotten “sunshine smile.” For six-year-old Rashod, his father’s record
collection—the music of Aretha Franklin, Bobby Womack, Al Green, and others—provided solace,
coherence, and escape. Moving nine times during his childhood, Rashod constantly adjusted to new
schools and homes with his two sisters, Dusa and Reagan, and his mother, Dianne. Resilient and
tough, while also being distant and punitive, she worked multiple jobs, striving “to make ends wave
at each other if they couldn’t meet.” He spent time with his acerbic mother’s mother, Mama
Teacake, and her family’s living-out-loud ways, which clashed with his father’s family—religious,



discreet, and appropriate—where Rashod gravitated to Big Mama and Paw Paw, his father’s parents.
Becoming aware of his same-sex attraction, Rashod felt further isolated and alone but was
encouraged by mentors in the community who fostered his intelligence and talent. He became
transformed through discovering the writing of Toni Morrison, Alice Walker, Nikki Giovanni, and
other literary greats, and these books, along with the soulful sounds of the 1970s and 80s, enabled
him to thrive in spite of the instability and harshness of his childhood. In textured and evocative
language, and peppered with unexpected humor, Soul Serenade is an original and captivating
coming-of-age story set to an original beat.
  black history poems for church program: Notable Black American Women Jessie Carney
Smith, Shirelle Phelps, 1992 Arranged alphabetically from Alice of Dunk's Ferry to Jean Childs
Young, this volume profiles 312 Black American women who have achieved national or international
prominence.
  black history poems for church program: Unsung Legacies of Educators and Events in
African American Education Andrea D. Lewis, Nicole A. Taylor, 2019-01-07 This book describes
the contributions of twenty-two educators and events that have shaped the field of education, often
receiving little to no public recognition, including: Edmonia Godelle Highgate, Nannie Helen
Burroughs, Selena Sloan Butler, Alonzo Aristotle Crim, Sabbath Schools, and African American
Boarding Schools. These individuals and events have established and sustained education in
communities across the United States. This book will help foster a renewed sense of importance both
for those considering teaching and for teachers in classrooms across the country.
  black history poems for church program: The Afro-Modernist Epic and Literary History
K. Schultz, 2013-11-19 Analyzing the poets Melvin B. Tolson, Langston Hughes, and Amiri Baraka,
this study charts the Afro-Modernist epic. Within the context of Classical epic traditions, early
20th-century American modernist long poems, and the griot traditions of West Africa, Schultz
reveals diasporic consciousness in the representation of African American identities.
  black history poems for church program: Harlem Renaissance Lives from the African
American National Biography Henry Louis Gates (Jr.), Evelyn Brooks Higginbotham, 2009 The
Harlem Renaissance is the best known and most widely studied cultural movement in African
American history. Now, in Harlem Renaissance Lives, esteemed scholars Henry Louis Gates Jr. and
Evelyn Brooks Higginbotham have selected 300 key biographical entries culled from the
eight-volume African American National Biography, providing an authoritative who's who of this
seminal period. Here readers will find engagingly written and authoritative articles on notable
African Americans who made significant contributions to literature, drama, music, visual art, or
dance, including such central figures as poet Langston Hughes, novelist Zora Neale Hurston, aviator
Bessie Coleman, blues singer Ma Rainey, artist Romare Bearden, dancer Josephine Baker, jazzman
Louis Armstrong, and the intellectual giant W. E. B. Du Bois. Also included are biographies of people
like the Scottsboro Boys, who were not active within the movement but who nonetheless profoundly
affected the artistic and political statements that came from Harlem Renaissance figures. The
volume will also feature a preface by the editors, an introductory essay by historian Cary D. Wintz,
and 75 illustrations.
  black history poems for church program: Corpsman , 1969-03
  black history poems for church program: Trouble Don't Last Always Evelyn L. Parker,
2003 African American adolescent spirituality and a framework for ministry in the face of injustice
and hopelessness.
  black history poems for church program: African American Almanac Lean'tin Bracks,
2012-01-01 The most complete and affordable single-volume reference of African American culture
available today, this almanac is a unique and valuable resource devoted to illustrating and
demystifying the moving, difficult, and often lost history of black life in America. Celebrating
centuries of achievements, the African American Almanac: 400 Years of Triumph, Courage, and
Excellence provides insights on the influence, inspiration, and impact of African Americans on U.S.
society and culture. A legacy of pride, struggle, and triumph is presented through a fascinating mix



of biographies—including 750 influential figures—little-known or misunderstood historical facts,
enlightening essays on significant legislation and movements, and 445 rare photographs and
illustrations. Covering politics, education, religion, business, science, medicine, the military, sports,
literature, music, dance, theater, art, film, and television, chapters address the important events and
social and cultural changes that affected African Americans over the centuries, followed by
biographical profiles of hundreds of key figures, including Muhammad Ali, Maya Angelou, Josephine
Baker, Amiri Baraka, Daisy Bates, George Washington Carver, Ray Charles, Bessie Coleman, Gary
Davis, Frederick Douglass, W. E. B. Du Bois, Michael Eric Dyson, Duke Ellington, Medgar Evers,
Henry Louis Gates Jr., Eric H. Holder Jr., Langston Hughes, Zora Neale Hurston, LeBron James, Mae
C. Jemison, Martin Luther King Jr., Queen Latifah, Jacob Lawrence, Kevin Liles, Thurgood Marshall,
Walter Mosley, Elijah Muhammad, Barack Obama, Gordon Parks, Rosa Parks, Richard Pryor,
Condoleezza Rice, Smokey Robinson, Wilma Rudolph, Betty Shabazz, Tavis Smiley, Clarence
Thomas, Sojourner Truth, Harriet Ross Tubman, C. Delores Tucker, Usher, Denmark Vesey, Alice
Walker, Booker T. Washington, Kanye West, Reggie White, Serena Williams, Oprah Winfrey, and
Malcolm X. Explore a wealth of milestones, inspiration, challenges met, and lasting respect! The
African American Almanac’s helpful bibliography and extensive index add to its usefulness.
  black history poems for church program: Conversations with Lenard D. Moore John Zheng,
2024-10-23 Known internationally for his Japanese-style poetry, Lenard D. Moore (b. 1958) has
published eight poetry collections over the course of his career. Moore has distinguished himself
especially in such forms as jazz poetry, haiku, tanka, renga, sequence, and haibun, expressing
moments of aesthetic delight as well as a voice enriched with African American culture.
Conversations with Lenard D. Moore is a fundamental collection of sixteen interviews with the
esteemed writer and former president of the Haiku Society of America. To Moore, jazz is a joyful
celebration of American life and culture. The impacts of such great jazz musicians as Max Roach,
John Coltrane, Thelonious Monk, Duke Ellington, and Ray Charles are clear in his poetry. The
conversations collected here lead the reader into Moore’s creative mind, demonstrating his fusion of
African American music, culture, and history into poetry, especially his jazz poetry, jazzku, and
bluesku. In interviews that range from 1995 to 2023, Moore reveals his capabilities and
responsibilities as a contemporary poet, professor, mentor, editor, and organizer. This volume serves
as an indispensable source for writers and readers of poetry and African American literature.
  black history poems for church program: The Lever of Riches Joel Mokyr, 1992-04-09 In a
world of supercomputers, genetic engineering, and fiber optics, technological creativity is ever more
the key to economic success. But why are some nations more creative than others, and why do some
highly innovative societies--such as ancient China, or Britain in the industrial revolution--pass into
stagnation? Beginning with a fascinating, concise history of technological progress, Mokyr sets the
background for his analysis by tracing the major inventions and innovations that have transformed
society since ancient Greece and Rome. What emerges from this survey is often surprising: the
classical world, for instance, was largely barren of new technology, the relatively backward society
of medieval Europe bristled with inventions, and the period between the Reformation and the
Industrial Revolution was one of slow and unspectacular progress in technology, despite the
tumultuous developments associated with the Voyages of Discovery and the Scientific Revolution.
What were the causes of technological creativity? Mokyr distinguishes between the relationship of
inventors and their physical environment--which determined their willingness to challenge
nature--and the social environment, which determined the openness to new ideas. He discusses a
long list of such factors, showing how they interact to help or hinder a nation's creativity, and then
illustrates them by a number of detailed comparative studies, examining the differences between
Europe and China, between classical antiquity and medieval Europe, and between Britain and the
rest of Europe during the industrial revolution. He examines such aspects as the role of the state
(the Chinese gave up a millennium-wide lead in shipping to the Europeans, for example, when an
Emperor banned large ocean-going vessels), the impact of science, as well as religion, politics, and
even nutrition. He questions the importance of such commonly-cited factors as the spill-over benefits



of war, the abundance of natural resources, life expectancy, and labor costs. Today, an ever greater
number of industrial economies are competing in the global market, locked in a struggle that
revolves around technological ingenuity. The Lever of Riches, with its keen analysis derived from a
sweeping survey of creativity throughout history, offers telling insights into the question of how
Western economies can maintain, and developing nations can unlock, their creative potential.
  black history poems for church program: Congressional Record Index , 1985 Includes
history of bills and resolutions.
  black history poems for church program: Congressional Record United States. Congress,
2002 The Congressional Record is the official record of the proceedings and debates of the United
States Congress. It is published daily when Congress is in session. The Congressional Record began
publication in 1873. Debates for sessions prior to 1873 are recorded in The Debates and Proceedings
in the Congress of the United States (1789-1824), the Register of Debates in Congress (1824-1837),
and the Congressional Globe (1833-1873)
  black history poems for church program: International Who's Who of Authors and
Writers 2004 Europa Publications, 2003 Accurate and reliable biographical information essential to
anyone interested in the world of literature TheInternational Who's Who of Authors and
Writersoffers invaluable information on the personalities and organizations of the literary world,
including many up-and-coming writers as well as established names. With over 8,000 entries, this
updated edition features: * Concise biographical information on novelists, authors, playwrights,
columnists, journalists, editors, and critics * Biographical details of established writers as well as
those who have recently risen to prominence * Entries detailing career, works published, literary
awards and prizes, membership, and contact addresses where available * An extensive listing of
major international literary awards and prizes, and winners of those prizes * A directory of major
literary organizations and literary agents * A listing of members of the American Academy of Arts
and Letters
  black history poems for church program: The Concise Oxford Companion to African
American Literature William L. Andrews, Frances Smith Foster, Trudier Harris, 2001-02-15 A
breathtaking achievement, this Concise Companion is a suitable crown to the astonishing production
in African American literature and criticism that has swept over American literary studies in the last
two decades. It offers an enormous range of writers-from Sojourner Truth to Frederick Douglass,
from Zora Neale Hurston to Ralph Ellison, and from Toni Morrison to August Wilson. It contains
entries on major works (including synopses of novels), such as Harriet Jacobs's Incidents in the Life
of a Slave Girl, Richard Wright's Native Son, and Lorraine Hansberry's A Raisin in the Sun. It also
incorporates information on literary characters such as Bigger Thomas, Coffin Ed Johnson, Kunta
Kinte, Sula Peace, as well as on character types such as Aunt Jemima, Brer Rabbit, John Henry,
Stackolee, and the trickster. Icons of black culture are addressed, including vivid details about the
lives of Muhammad Ali, John Coltrane, Marcus Garvey, Jackie Robinson, John Brown, and Harriet
Tubman. Here, too, are general articles on poetry, fiction, and drama; on autobiography, slave
narratives, Sunday School literature, and oratory; as well as on a wide spectrum of related topics.
Compact yet thorough, this handy volume gathers works from a vast array of sources--from the black
periodical press to women's clubs--making it one of the most substantial guides available on the
growing, exciting world of African American literature.
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