modern method for guitar volume 1

Modern Method for Guitar Volume 1: A Fresh Approach to Learning Guitar

modern method for guitar volume 1 is often recognized as one of the most effective and
approachable ways for beginners to dive into the world of guitar playing. Whether you're picking up
the guitar for the first time or revisiting it after years, this method offers a structured yet flexible path
to mastering the basics and building a solid foundation. Unlike some traditional books that can feel
overwhelming or dry, the modern method for guitar volume 1 combines clear explanations, practical
exercises, and musical examples that keep learners motivated and engaged from day one.

If you've ever wondered how to start playing guitar efficiently, this method breaks down complex
concepts into digestible pieces, making it easier to progress step-by-step. In this article, we’'ll explore
what makes this approach stand out, the key components it covers, and how you can maximize your
learning experience with it.

What Sets the Modern Method for Guitar Volume 1
Apart?

Many guitar beginners struggle with where to begin or how to practice effectively. The modern
method for guitar volume 1 addresses these challenges by focusing on a few crucial elements:

Balanced Skill Development

Unlike some beginner books that focus solely on chords or theory, this method integrates multiple
aspects of guitar playing simultaneously. You'll learn chord shapes, fingerpicking patterns, music
reading basics, and rhythm exercises all within the same framework. This holistic approach helps
avoid the trap of stagnating in just one area and promotes well-rounded musicianship.

Progressive Learning Curve

The exercises and lessons are arranged so that each new concept builds naturally on what you've
already learned. Early lessons introduce simple open chords and basic strumming, then gradually
incorporate more challenging techniques such as barre chords and advanced rhythms. This
progression keeps learners challenged without feeling overwhelmed.

Engaging Musical Examples

One of the standout features of the modern method for guitar volume 1 is the use of popular and
traditional songs that illustrate the lessons. Playing recognizable tunes not only boosts motivation but
also helps internalize musical concepts in a fun and practical way.



Core Components of the Modern Method for Guitar
Volume 1

To get the most out of this method, it's helpful to understand the key areas it emphasizes. Here are
some of the essential topics covered:

Basic Chord Shapes and Changes

Learning guitar chords is fundamental, and this method starts with the most common open chords
like C, G, D, E, and A. What's beneficial is the emphasis on smooth chord transitions through targeted
exercises. Beginners often find changing chords smoothly one of the hardest parts, and this method
offers simple drills to build muscle memory.

Introduction to Music Notation and Tablature

While many guitar books rely solely on tablature, the modern method for guitar volume 1 introduces
the basics of reading standard notation alongside tabs. This dual approach equips learners with a
broader understanding of music and prepares them to tackle more advanced material in the future.

Rhythm and Timing Exercises

Playing in time is just as important as playing the right notes. The method incorporates rhythm
training early on, with exercises that teach note values, rests, and simple time signatures. These
lessons are often paired with strumming patterns, helping players develop a steady sense of timing.

Fingerpicking and Strumming Techniques

Diversity in playing styles is encouraged from the beginning. The method introduces basic
fingerpicking patterns alongside strumming to develop finger independence and versatility. This sets
learners up for a wider range of musical genres down the road.

Tips for Getting the Most from the Modern Method for
Guitar Volume 1

Even the best method book requires consistent practice and smart strategies to yield results. Here
are some tips to enhance your learning experience:



Create a Regular Practice Routine

Consistency beats intensity when learning guitar. Setting aside 20 to 30 minutes daily to work
through exercises and songs will lead to steady improvement. The structured layout of the modern
method for guitar volume 1 makes it easy to follow a daily routine without feeling lost.

Use a Metronome

Keeping time is crucial, and practicing with a metronome helps develop a solid internal rhythm. Start
slow and gradually increase the tempo as you become comfortable with chord changes and
strumming patterns.

Record Yourself

Recording your practice sessions can be eye-opening. Listening back allows you to identify areas that
need improvement, such as timing or clarity of notes. It also serves as a motivational tool to track
your progress over time.

Supplement with Online Resources

Though the modern method for guitar volume 1 is comprehensive, combining it with online tutorials,
backing tracks, and guitar community forums can enrich your learning. These resources provide
additional perspectives and real-world playing contexts.

Beyond Volume 1: Continuing Your Guitar Journey

The modern method for guitar volume 1 is designed to set you up for success in the early stages of
guitar playing, but it's also a gateway to more advanced studies. Once you feel comfortable with the
basics, moving on to subsequent volumes or complementary methods can expand your skills further.

For example, after mastering open chords and basic fingerpicking, you might explore barre chords,
scales, improvisation, or music theory in greater depth. The foundation laid by volume 1 ensures that
these next steps are less daunting and more enjoyable.

Integrating Theory with Practice

One notable advantage of this method is its early introduction to music theory concepts, which many
beginners overlook. Understanding the construction of chords, scales, and rhythm patterns deepens
your musicality and allows for more creative expression.



Playing with Others

As you gain confidence, try playing with other musicians or joining local jam sessions. Applying what
you learned from the modern method for guitar volume 1 in real musical settings accelerates growth
and makes playing more fulfilling.

Why the Modern Method for Guitar Volume 1 Still
Matters Today

In the age of YouTube tutorials and apps, you might wonder why a traditional method book remains
relevant. The answer lies in its carefully crafted curriculum and proven pedagogy. Unlike random
online lessons, this method provides a coherent roadmap that guides learners step-by-step through
essential skills without gaps or confusion.

Moreover, the tactile experience of reading music, marking fingerings, and physically engaging with a
book complements digital learning by reinforcing memory and focus. For many guitarists, the modern
method for guitar volume 1 remains an indispensable tool that blends tradition with contemporary
teaching techniques.

Whether you're self-taught or supplementing formal lessons, this method offers clarity, structure, and
encouragement that can transform how you approach the guitar. It's a trustworthy companion for
anyone serious about building a strong, lasting foundation in guitar playing.

Embarking on your guitar journey with the modern method for guitar volume 1 opens doors to musical
discovery and personal growth. With patience, practice, and passion, this method can help you unlock
the joy of making music and set you on a path toward becoming a confident guitarist.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the 'Modern Method for Guitar Volume 1' about?

'‘Modern Method for Guitar Volume 1' is a comprehensive instructional book by Mel Bay that covers
fundamental guitar techniques, music theory, and exercises aimed at beginners to intermediate
players.

Who is the author of 'Modern Method for Guitar Volume 1'?

The author of 'Modern Method for Guitar Volume 1' is Mel Bay, a renowned music educator known for
his extensive contributions to guitar instruction.



What skill level is 'Modern Method for Guitar Volume 1'
suitable for?

'‘Modern Method for Guitar Volume 1' is primarily designed for beginner guitarists but can also benefit
intermediate players looking to solidify foundational skills.

Does 'Modern Method for Guitar Volume 1' include exercises
for music theory?

Yes, the book includes exercises and explanations on music theory concepts such as note reading,
scales, chords, and rhythm to help guitarists understand the musical framework.

Are there any digital or audio supplements available for
'‘Modern Method for Guitar Volume 1'?

Many editions of 'Modern Method for Guitar Volume 1' come with or offer separately downloadable
audio tracks and online resources to aid in practice and enhance learning.

How does 'Modern Method for Guitar Volume 1' approach
guitar technique development?

The method emphasizes systematic practice of finger exercises, chord shapes, scales, and picking
patterns to build dexterity, accuracy, and musicality on the guitar.

Can 'Modern Method for Guitar Volume 1' be used for self-
study?

Yes, the book is structured to allow self-study, with clear instructions, progressive lessons, and
exercises that enable learners to practice independently.

What genres of music does 'Modern Method for Guitar Volume
1' cover?

'Modern Method for Guitar Volume 1' primarily focuses on classical and folk guitar techniques but
provides foundational skills applicable across various musical styles.

Additional Resources

**Modern Method for Guitar Volume 1: An In-Depth Review and Analysis**

modern method for guitar volume 1 stands as one of the most recognized instructional books for
guitar learners worldwide. Lauded for its structured approach and comprehensive content, this
method has been a cornerstone for beginners aiming to build a solid foundation in guitar playing. In
this article, we explore the features, benefits, and relevance of the Modern Method for Guitar Volume
1 in today’s evolving landscape of guitar education.



Understanding the Modern Method for Guitar Volume 1

The Modern Method for Guitar Volume 1 is a part of the renowned “Modern Method” series, originally
developed by William Leavitt and published through Berklee Press. Its design targets beginner
guitarists, providing a methodical introduction to the instrument, music reading, and fundamental
playing techniques. Unlike many beginner guitar books that focus solely on chords or tablature, this
method emphasizes sight-reading and music theory alongside practical exercises.

This approach mirrors Berklee College of Music’'s pedagogy, renowned for its rigor and professional

orientation. As a result, Modern Method for Guitar Volume 1 is often recommended not only for casual
learners but also for aspiring professionals who desire a thorough grounding in guitar fundamentals.

Core Features and Content Breakdown

The book spans a variety of topics critical to early guitar education:

* Music Notation and Sight-Reading: From the onset, learners are introduced to reading
standard musical notation rather than tablature, fostering a more formal understanding of
music.

e Fundamental Techniques: Including right- and left-hand coordination, finger positioning, and
basic strumming patterns.

o Exercises and Etudes: Carefully graded exercises help develop dexterity and musicality
progressively.

 Introduction to Scales and Chords: The book covers major scales, simple chord shapes, and
their applications within music.

¢ Rhythm and Timing: Emphasis on metronome use and rhythmic precision is a consistent
theme, preparing students for ensemble playing.

This comprehensive structure ensures students do not merely memorize chord shapes but understand
how to interpret and perform music accurately.

Effectiveness in Modern Guitar Learning

In an era dominated by digital tutorials and online video lessons, the Modern Method for Guitar
Volume 1 remains relevant due to its structured and theory-based approach. While many online
resources offer quick fixes or song-based learning, this method prioritizes foundational musicianship.



Comparison with Contemporary Learning Tools

Several factors distinguish the Modern Method for Guitar from other beginner resources:

1. Emphasis on Standard Notation: Many modern beginners resort to tabs, which, while easy
to learn, limit understanding of musical context. The Modern Method’s focus on notation
encourages versatility and deeper musical comprehension.

2. Progressive Lesson Design: Lessons build logically, ensuring that students master each
concept before advancing, unlike some fragmented online tutorials.

3. Integration of Theory and Practice: The book integrates music theory with practical
exercises, bridging the gap between abstract concepts and real-world playing skills.

However, it is important to acknowledge the method'’s challenges. Some beginners may find the initial
emphasis on reading music daunting compared to the instant gratification offered by learning popular
songs. Additionally, the absence of multimedia supplements in the original print may require learners
to seek supplementary resources, such as backing tracks or video demonstrations.

Adaptability for Diverse Learning Styles

Despite its traditional format, the Modern Method for Guitar Volume 1 can be effectively integrated
into modern pedagogical frameworks. Many instructors combine the book’s exercises with digital
tools, apps, and play-along tracks to enhance engagement.

The method’s clear layout and systematic progression make it suitable for various learning
environments, including private lessons, classroom settings, and self-study. Its emphasis on sight-
reading and technical proficiency also benefits students interested in jazz, classical, or studio session
work, where reading skills are paramount.

Pros and Cons of the Modern Method for Guitar Volume
1

An analytical look at the advantages and potential drawbacks of this instructional book reveals its
strengths and areas for consideration.

Pros

e Comprehensive Foundation: Covers essential guitar skills and music theory in a thorough
and organized manner.



» Professional Pedagogy: Developed by Berklee educators, ensuring a high standard of
educational quality.

* Focus on Sight-Reading: Equips learners with skills often overlooked in other beginner
methods.

e Gradual Skill Development: Exercises increase in complexity thoughtfully, aiding consistent
progress.

Cons

e Steep Learning Curve for Absolute Beginners: The emphasis on reading standard notation
may intimidate some learners at first.

e Lack of Multimedia Integration: The original print version lacks audio or video supplements,
which many contemporary learners find helpful.

e Less Focus on Popular Music: The method’s classical and jazz orientation may not
immediately appeal to players interested in rock, pop, or other genres.

Who Should Use the Modern Method for Guitar Volume
1?

This instructional book is tailored for individuals seeking a disciplined and comprehensive guitar
education. It suits:
e Serious Beginners: Those committed to developing reading skills and technical proficiency.

¢ Music Students: Learners enrolled in formal music education programs or preparing for
college-level study.

e Teachers: Guitar instructors looking for a structured curriculum to guide students through
early concepts.

» Aspiring Professionals: Players interested in jazz or studio work that demands strong sight-
reading abilities.

Conversely, casual learners looking for immediate gratification through learning popular songs may
find the Modern Method’s pace and content less engaging without supplementary materials.



Integrating the Modern Method with Contemporary Learning

Many modern guitar educators recommend pairing the Modern Method for Guitar Volume 1 with
online resources, such as:

e Backing tracks to practice timing and improvisation

¢ Video tutorials demonstrating finger positioning and techniques

e Apps for metronome use and interactive music theory exercises

This blended learning approach leverages the book’s theoretical rigor while addressing the demands
of today’s tech-savvy learners.

The Enduring Legacy of the Modern Method for Guitar
Volume 1

Since its publication, the Modern Method for Guitar Volume 1 has influenced generations of guitarists
by setting a benchmark for structured, theory-based guitar instruction. While the landscape of guitar
education continues to evolve with digital innovations, the book’s core principles remain vital.

Its insistence on sight-reading, technical discipline, and musical understanding provides a pathway to
mastery that complements the fast-paced, song-based learning prevalent today. For those willing to
invest time and effort, this method can serve as a gateway to advanced study and professional
musicianship.

In a world saturated with quick tutorials and simplified guides, the Modern Method for Guitar Volume

1 stands as a testament to comprehensive, methodical guitar learning—a resource that continues to
shape serious musicianship in the 21st century.
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solid foundation for beginning guitarists and features a comprehensive range of guitar and music
fundamentals, including: scales, melodic studies, chord and arpeggio studies, how to read music,
special exercises for developing technique in both hands, voice leading using moveable chord forms,
and more.

modern method for guitar volume 1: A Modern Method for Guitar - Jazz Songbook, Vol. 1 ,
2009 (Guitar Method). Play great jazz while you learn from this revered guitar method! These solos
and duets map directly to the lessons in William Leavitt's Modern Method for Guitar, Volume 1, the
basic guitar text at Berklee College of Music. Since the 1960s, the Modern Method for Guitar series
has been one of world's most popular guitar methods, translated into Spanish, French, and Japanese,
and selling over half a million copies. Carefully overseen by Larry Baione, chair of Berklee's Guitar
Department (and a former student of William Leavitt), these arrangements are crafted to Leavitt's
time-proven approach, giving you the chance to apply what you learn to music by Miles Davis, Duke
Ellington, Sonny Rollins, Django Reinhardt, and other jazz greats. The accompanying audio
demonstrates all the tunes and offers play-along tracks for practicing the duets. Songs include:
Afternoon in Paris * Basin Street Blues * A Child Is Born * Daphne * Here's That Rainy Day * In a
Sentimental Mood * My Little Suede Shoes * St. Thomas * Samba De Orfeu * So What * Swing 42 *
Valse Hot * The Very Thought of You * When I Fall in Love * Willow Weep for Me. The audio
examples are accessed online using the unique code inside each book and can be downloaded or
streamed according to personal preference. The files also include PLAYBACK+, a multi-functional
audio player that allows you to slow down audio without changing pitch, set loop points, change
keys, and pan left or right.

modern method for guitar volume 1: A Modern Method for Guitar William G. Leavitt, 1966

modern method for guitar volume 1: A Modern Method Guitar William Leavitt, 2020 (Berklee
Methods). The William Leavitt Modern Method for Guitar, used as the basic text for the Berklee
College of Music guitar program, has stood the test of time and earned a vast and loyal following of
dedicated guitar students and instructors. By popular demand, Berklee Press has created a
compilation of the original volumes 1, 2, and 3, including all audio and video tracks. Now, serious
guitar students and instructors, from beginning through advanced, have the convenience of
progressing through all three volumes of this classic guitar method in one comprehensive book.
Innovative solos, duets, and exercises progressively teach melody, harmony, and rhythm. This
edition contains audio and video produced by William Leavitt's students Charles Chapman and Larry
Baione (who was his successor as chair of the Berklee Guitar Department), demonstrating the
examples and providing play-along tracks for the ensemble exercises.

modern method for guitar volume 1: A Modern Method for Guitar - Volume 1 Book/Online
Media William Leavitt, 2014-11 Includes access to online instructional video.

modern method for guitar volume 1: A Modern Method for Guitar William G. Leavitt, 1968

modern method for guitar volume 1: A Modern Method for Guitar William Leavitt, 1966

modern method for guitar volume 1: A Modern Method for Guitar William Leavitt, 1999
(Berklee Methods). Now guitarists can have all three volumes of this classic guitar method in one
convenient book! Created by popular demand, this new edition of the method used as the basic text
for the renowned Berklee College of Music guitar program is a complete compilation of the original
Volumes 1, 2, and 3. Innovative solos, duets and exercises progressively teach melody, harmony and
rhythm. Perfect for the serious guitar student and instructor alike.

modern method for guitar volume 1: A Modern Method for Guitar Scales Larry Baione,
2018-04-01 (Berklee Guide). Improve your command of the guitar by mastering the essential scales
and their fingerings. This reference will help you play scales up, down and across the fingerboard, in
all keys. You will learn multiple scale fingering options to suit different musical contexts. Practice
exercises will help you build your muscle memory as you play different fingering patterns across the
strings, and then expand them to three octaves. Graphical illustrations, exercises, and etudes will
help reinforce all the most useful scale types. Traditional notation and tablature are included.

modern method for guitar volume 1: Modern method for guitar (A) William G. Leavitt,




modern method for guitar volume 1: Modern Method for Guitar, Vol 1. - French Edition,
Book/CD Pack William Leavitt, 1999-11 (Berklee Methods). The world-famous method, in a French
edition.

modern method for guitar volume 1: Masters of Music Jonathan Feist, 1999 Interviews med
George Martin, Arif Mardin, Abraham Laboriel, Joe Zawinul, John Scofield, Branford Marsalis,
Quincy Jones, Aerosmith, Paula Cole m.fl.

modern method for guitar volume 1: Ted Greene: Modern Chord Progressions Ted Greene,
1992-03-06 A collection and explanation of many different types of important progressions for the
intermediate and advanced guitarist.

modern method for guitar volume 1: A Modern Method for Guitar - William Leavitt, Victor
Hugo, 1995-08-01 This practical, comprehensive method is used as the basic text for the guitar
program at the Berklee College of Music. Volume One builds a solid foundation for beginning
guitarists and features a comprehensive range of guitar and music fundamentals, including: scales,
melodic studies, chord and arpeggio studies, how to read music, special exercises for developing
technique in both hands, voice leading using moveable chord forms, and more.

modern method for guitar volume 1: Teaching Guitar, 1977

modern method for guitar volume 1: 1st Steps for a Beginning Guitarist Bruce E. Arnold,
2001 The guitar is the most popular instrument in the world yet most students of the guitar are self
taught. This book is a comprehensive for guitar students who have no prior musical training. No
matter what type of guitar you play, this book will give you the information you need, and trouble
shoot the various pitfalls that can hinder the self-taught musician. The author knows from over 25
years of teaching experience that students form most of their good and bad habits in the first six
months of practicing. It is therefore extremely important to use a method book that clearly and
concisely covers the important subjects of proper playing technique, tuning, picking, strumming,
music theory and rhythm. Furthermore, the only way a student can remember the information
learned is to apply it. The hardest part of learning the guitar for a student is switching between
chords. This unique method book contains chord progressions using both open and barre chords that
gradually take a student from a beginning level to an advanced level.The publisher's website also
has mp3 and midifiles to be played along with, for developing the strumming, time and feel for each
chord progression.The chord progressions presented are commonly found in hard rock, rock, folk,
blues and country, giving the student a solid harmonic foundation in all these styles. This method
book not only gives you pages of pictures but also gives you access to video clips via the publisher's
website to demonstrate playing basics in action. The Muse-eek Publishing Company believes the
education of a student shouldn't stop with the purchase of a book, therefore our website, offers a
FAQ page where students can write in to the author with questions that may and a free member's
section where students can download other learning materials to further their education.

modern method for guitar volume 1: Inside the Hits David Nathan, Susan Gedutis Lindsay,
2001 (Berklee Press). How does a song become more than words and music to represent or
influence the voice of a generation? Inside the Hits dissects more than 60 of the most powerful and
memorable hit songs since the birth of rock and roll to reveal the roots of their success. Author
Wayne Wadhams examines the key ingredients that made the songs work then and now, including:
melody, lyrics, performance, production, artist image, promotion, and market timing. What really
stopped Mick Jagger from getting Satisfaction? How did a secretary who was mistaken for a
prostitute give Donna Summer her new sound? Find all the answers in Inside the Hits . Reading
Inside the Hits was like reliving some of the most memorable moments in rock and roll. A
captivating read for industry professionals and fans alike. Phil Ramone

modern method for guitar volume 1: Music Theory Workbook for Guitar Volume One
Bruce E Arnold, 2007-12 Have you ever wished you could better understand the guitar s fretboard,
so that you could: See it as a interconnected map in your minds eye ... Instantly apply that roadmap
to great solos improvised not by accident, but totally by YOUR design ... Understand chords and
without hesitation, construct both simple and complex chords on the fly starting anywhere on the



fretboard ... Can you imagine what such abilities could do for your confidence and your playing?
Music Theory Workbook for Guitar Volume One creates just this type of seamless marriage between
your visual knowledge of the guitar fretboard and your understanding of the music theory behind
what you are playing ... Both guitar fretboard diagrams and traditional music notation are used to
help you learn music theory. You can SEE, COMPARE and UNDERSTAND how notes look on your
guitar fretboard and on a music staff at the same time. This crucial combination will be your secret
weapon to learning music theory quickly and easily AND retaining it with no problems. The unique
approach of this book has been used by thousands of guitarists to conquer the intricacies of the
guitar fretboard. With time and application, the mystery disappears and you can not only understand
music theory but also see it and know how to use it on your guitar. This ability will revolutionize
your playing ... With only a few minutes a day working with the Music Theory Workbook for Guitar
Volume One, you will master the ability to: * Pick up what others are playing on the guitar by sight
more rapidly ... * See all intervals and chords by sight on the guitar ... * Understand music theory
and be IN SYNC with your fellow musicians ... * Make music theory a natural process as you see it
on your guitar ... * Build a solid foundation for great solos, comping and great composing ... * See,
understand and build countless chord combinations, from simple to complex, starting anywhere on
your guitar fretboard ... * Understand how the notes on the guitar fretboard relate to notes found on
a music staff ... * Understand key signatures ... * Understand the names of all intervals ... You will
also have access to the Muse-eek.com member's area where you will find free PDFs to help you learn
and apply music theory. You 1l have access to additional materials that: * Show all the notes found on
the guitar and their related positions on the musical staff ... * Help you further understand the two
different ways to figure out the notes found in any chord type ... * Provide exercises to apply music
theory to your instrument ... * Further your understanding of the correct method for building
intervals, and naming intervals with the correct spelling ... * Explain diatonic chords and their
importance in the music you play ... Plus you Il receive videos showing how to apply the information
learned in Music Theory Workbook for Guitar Volume One to the guitar fretboard and help files for
learning to read music. In addition, all possible alternate answers to the exercises are provided. It's
not uncommon to find guitarists who have worked through this book skipping past multiple levels of
college based theory, and going into advanced placement. You will have a black belt in music theory
in no time and remember it forever because it will be part of you when you play your guitar. The
Theory section of this book uses extremely simple language to explain the basics of music theory.
The exercises require the student to write out the problem or example using staff notation, and then
to find those notes on a guitar fretboard diagram.

modern method for guitar volume 1: Rhythms Vol. 5 Bruce Arnold, 2017-10-28 This book
gives a music student rhythm exercises with sixteenth notes in a 3/4 time signature. Although there
are many books out that help you learn your rhythms the rhythm series of books from muse-eek.com
is unique in that each example is accompanied by an audio example. These audio examples can be
from our Member's Area which is free to join at http://www.muse-eek.com. These audio files are
midifiles which can be played on a Mac or Windows based computer by using a midifile player or any
sequencer program. Midifile players are available for free at many sites on the internet. This book is
part of a sight reading series aimed at getting a student profi cient at recognizing and playing
rhythms. Other volumes in this series will introduce melodic shapes in different stylistic contexts.
See the final pages of this book for a complete listing and description of current music related
publications.

modern method for guitar volume 1: Music Theory Workbook for All Instruments, Volume
One Bruce Arnold, 2001-04 Using extremely simple language, Arnold explains the basics of music
theory. The exercises require students to write out examples using staff notation. Other exercises
include simple interval to highly complex chords. This book is excellent for any high school student
preparing to go to college and major in music performance or composition.
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