
adam hamilton making sense of the bible
**Adam Hamilton Making Sense of the Bible: A Journey Through Scripture**

adam hamilton making sense of the bible is a phrase that resonates with many who seek a
deeper understanding of scripture without feeling overwhelmed or disconnected. Adam Hamilton, a
respected pastor and author, has dedicated much of his work to guiding readers and congregants
through the complexities of the Bible in a way that is approachable, meaningful, and transformative.
His method strikes a balance between scholarly insight and everyday relevance, making the Bible
accessible to people from all walks of life.

Understanding Adam Hamilton’s Approach to Scripture

Adam Hamilton’s teaching style is grounded in the belief that the Bible isn’t just an ancient book but
a living document that speaks to our modern experiences. Rather than approaching the Bible as a
rigid text, he encourages readers to see it as a collection of stories, teachings, and wisdom that
reflect humanity’s journey and God’s ongoing relationship with the world.

#### Making Complex Ideas Accessible

One of the challenges many face when reading the Bible is the historical and cultural distance that
can make passages difficult to interpret. Hamilton addresses this by contextualizing
scripture—explaining the background, culture, and language of the times when the texts were
written. This helps readers grasp the intended meanings and uncover layers that might otherwise be
missed.

For example, when examining parables or prophetic books, Hamilton often provides historical
insights and links them to contemporary issues, helping readers see that the Bible’s messages are
not only timeless but also deeply relevant today.

The Role of Adam Hamilton Making Sense of the Bible in Faith
Formation

For many believers, the Bible is central to their faith, but making sense of it can sometimes feel
intimidating. Adam Hamilton’s books and sermons offer a pathway for individuals and small groups
to engage with scripture in ways that build confidence and deepen faith.

#### Creating Space for Questions and Doubt

Hamilton recognizes that understanding the Bible isn’t about having all the answers immediately.
Instead, his approach invites curiosity and honest questioning. This openness helps people wrestle
with difficult passages and their own doubts, which in turn fosters a more authentic and resilient
faith.

This method is especially valuable in today’s world, where many people are skeptical or confused



about religious texts. Hamilton’s respectful and thoughtful engagement creates an environment
where faith and reason coexist.

Key Themes in Adam Hamilton’s Bible Teachings

When exploring Adam Hamilton making sense of the Bible, certain themes consistently emerge in his
work that help illuminate scripture’s core messages.

#### Love and Grace as Central Messages

Hamilton emphasizes that at the heart of the Bible is God’s love and grace. He highlights stories and
teachings that showcase God’s compassion and the call for believers to emulate this in their lives.
This focus on grace challenges legalistic or judgmental interpretations and invites a more inclusive
and hopeful reading of scripture.

#### The Journey of Discipleship

Another vital theme is the idea of the Christian life as a journey. Hamilton encourages readers to see
faith as a process of growth, transformation, and ongoing learning. This perspective makes scripture
a guidebook, not a rulebook, and helps believers navigate life’s challenges with biblical wisdom.

Practical Ways to Engage with the Bible Through Hamilton’s
Lens

If you’re interested in exploring Adam Hamilton making sense of the Bible for yourself, here are
some practical tips inspired by his approach:

1. **Join a Study Group**
Hamilton often writes with group study in mind. Participating in a Bible study group can provide
community support, diverse perspectives, and deeper discussion that enriches understanding.

2. **Use Supplementary Resources**
Reading historical background, commentaries, and related literature alongside the Bible can
illuminate difficult passages. Hamilton’s own books often include these helpful insights.

3. **Apply Scripture to Daily Life**
Try to connect biblical teachings to your own experiences and challenges. Reflecting on how a
passage speaks to your current situation can make scripture more relevant and powerful.

4. **Allow Space for Reflection**
Don’t rush through readings. Take time to meditate on verses, journal your thoughts, and pray for
insight.



Popular Works by Adam Hamilton That Help Make Sense of
the Bible

Adam Hamilton has authored several books that have become valuable tools for those wanting to
comprehend scripture more deeply.

- **"Making Sense of the Bible: Rediscovering the Power of Scripture Today"**
This book tackles common questions and misconceptions about the Bible, offering a balanced,
thoughtful perspective that respects both faith and scholarship.

- **"24 Hours That Changed the World"**
Focusing on the last day of Jesus’ life, Hamilton provides a detailed look at the gospel narratives,
making complex theological events understandable and meaningful.

- **"Christianity’s Family Tree: What Other Christians Believe and Why"**
Though not solely about the Bible, this book helps readers understand the broader Christian
tradition, which can add important context when reading scripture.

Why Adam Hamilton’s Approach Resonates with Modern
Readers

In a time when many people feel disconnected from religious institutions or intimidated by
theological jargon, Hamilton’s approachable style offers a refreshing alternative. His ability to
connect ancient texts to contemporary life encourages readers to explore the Bible without fear of
judgment or confusion.

Moreover, his emphasis on grace and inclusion appeals to those seeking a faith experience that is
loving and open, rather than exclusive or condemning. By making sense of the Bible in a way that
honors both tradition and questioning, Hamilton invites a wider audience into the rich world of
scripture.

The Impact of Adam Hamilton Making Sense of the Bible on
Churches and Communities

Churches that incorporate Hamilton’s teachings often find that congregants feel more engaged and
empowered in their faith journeys. His resources are widely used in sermons, small groups, and
educational programs, fostering a culture of curiosity and openness.

This approach can transform the way communities relate to scripture—moving from passive reading
to active participation. It encourages people to see themselves as part of the ongoing story of faith,
capable of learning, growing, and sharing.

---

Exploring Adam Hamilton making sense of the Bible opens doors to a deeper, more nuanced



understanding of scripture. His balanced, compassionate, and insightful guidance helps readers
navigate the vast landscape of the Bible with clarity and confidence, providing tools to apply its
timeless wisdom to everyday life. Whether you are new to the Bible or seeking to deepen your
existing knowledge, Hamilton’s work offers a welcoming path to discover the richness and relevance
of God’s word.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Adam Hamilton and what is his approach in 'Making
Sense of the Bible'?
Adam Hamilton is a pastor and author known for his thoughtful and accessible approach to
Christianity. In 'Making Sense of the Bible,' he seeks to help readers understand the Bible's
complexities and encourages a thoughtful, honest engagement with scripture.

What is the main theme of Adam Hamilton's book 'Making
Sense of the Bible'?
The main theme is exploring how to interpret the Bible in a way that is faithful to its message while
acknowledging historical and cultural contexts, helping readers navigate difficult passages and
modern questions.

How does Adam Hamilton address difficult or controversial
passages in the Bible?
Hamilton encourages readers to consider the historical and cultural background of difficult
passages, to understand the intent of the authors, and to balance scripture with the central message
of love and grace.

Does 'Making Sense of the Bible' provide a literal or more
interpretive approach to scripture?
The book advocates for an interpretive approach, recognizing that not all passages are meant to be
taken literally and that understanding context is key to grasping biblical truths.

What audiences would benefit most from reading 'Making
Sense of the Bible'?
Both new believers curious about scripture and longtime Christians wrestling with doubts or difficult
questions would benefit, as the book offers clarity and a respectful way to engage with the Bible.

Does Adam Hamilton use historical and archaeological



evidence in 'Making Sense of the Bible'?
Yes, Hamilton incorporates historical and archaeological insights to provide context and deepen
understanding of biblical texts.

How does 'Making Sense of the Bible' address the relationship
between science and scripture?
Hamilton acknowledges scientific discoveries and encourages readers to see science and faith as
complementary rather than contradictory.

What is Adam Hamilton's perspective on biblical inspiration in
the book?
He views the Bible as divinely inspired but written by human authors within specific historical
contexts, which requires thoughtful interpretation.

Can 'Making Sense of the Bible' help readers who struggle
with doubts about their faith?
Yes, the book is designed to help readers confront doubts honestly, providing tools and perspectives
to understand difficult questions while deepening their faith.

Additional Resources
Adam Hamilton Making Sense of the Bible: A Thoughtful Exploration

adam hamilton making sense of the bible is a phrase that captures the essence of a growing
movement within contemporary Christian scholarship aimed at demystifying the complexities of
Scripture. Adam Hamilton, a prominent pastor, author, and teacher, has emerged as a significant
voice in this arena, offering accessible yet profound insights into biblical texts. His approach to
interpreting the Bible resonates with a wide audience, from lifelong believers to curious seekers, as
he strives to bridge the gap between ancient scripture and modern understanding.

Hamilton’s work, particularly his well-known book "Making Sense of the Bible," addresses the
challenges many face when confronting the Bible’s diverse genres, historical contexts, and
theological nuances. Through careful exegesis and empathetic communication, he invites readers to
engage with the Bible not just as a religious artifact but as a living document with enduring
relevance. This article provides a comprehensive examination of Adam Hamilton’s methodology, key
themes, and the broader implications of his contributions to biblical literacy.

Understanding Adam Hamilton’s Approach to Scripture

Adam Hamilton’s method for making sense of the Bible is grounded in a balance between scholarly
rigor and pastoral sensitivity. Unlike purely academic treatments that may alienate lay readers,



Hamilton’s work is designed to be approachable without sacrificing intellectual depth. He recognizes
the Bible as a complex anthology of texts written over centuries, comprising poetry, history,
prophecy, law, and narrative.

At the core of Hamilton’s approach is the acknowledgment that the Bible is not a monolithic text but
a collection of writings with varying purposes and cultural backgrounds. This recognition
encourages readers to appreciate the context in which each book of the Bible was written, thereby
fostering a more nuanced understanding. By emphasizing historical context, linguistic
considerations, and theological intentions, Hamilton guides readers through common stumbling
blocks such as difficult passages, apparent contradictions, and culturally specific instructions.

Bridging Ancient Texts and Modern Readers

One of the challenges in biblical interpretation is the cultural and temporal distance between the
original authors and today’s readers. Adam Hamilton addresses this by highlighting the importance
of hermeneutics—the art and science of interpretation. He advocates for a hermeneutical strategy
that respects the original meaning of the text while exploring its application in contemporary life.

Hamilton’s work often underscores the distinction between descriptive and prescriptive passages.
For example, some biblical texts describe historical events or cultural norms without necessarily
prescribing them as eternal commands. By clarifying these distinctions, Hamilton helps readers
navigate difficult passages that might otherwise lead to confusion or misapplication.

Engagement with Difficult Passages

A significant aspect of Adam Hamilton making sense of the Bible involves grappling with “hard
texts” — those scriptures that have historically been sources of controversy or misunderstanding.
Topics such as violence in the Old Testament, the role of women, and passages relating to sexuality
are thoughtfully examined in his writings. Hamilton does not shy away from these issues; instead, he
confronts them head-on with openness and honesty.

He encourages readers to consider the broader biblical narrative and the overarching themes of
love, justice, and redemption. This comprehensive view helps mitigate the risk of cherry-picking
verses out of context or using scripture to justify harmful ideologies.

Key Features of “Making Sense of the Bible” by Adam
Hamilton

Adam Hamilton’s book, “Making Sense of the Bible,” stands out for several reasons that make it both
academically credible and pastorally relevant. Below are some of its defining features:

Accessible Language: Hamilton writes in a clear and engaging style, avoiding overly
technical jargon while maintaining scholarly integrity.



Historical Contextualization: The book provides historical background that illuminates the
setting in which biblical texts were composed.

Theological Balance: It respects differing Christian traditions, aiming for an inclusive
perspective rather than sectarian bias.

Practical Application: Hamilton consistently links biblical insights to modern-day faith and
ethics, making Scripture relevant for today’s readers.

Addressing Doubts: The book openly addresses common doubts and questions, fostering an
environment where faith and inquiry coexist.

These features collectively contribute to why Adam Hamilton making sense of the Bible has become
a valuable resource for both individual study and group discussions within churches.

Comparisons to Other Biblical Scholarship

When compared to other contemporary biblical scholars and authors, Hamilton’s style is notably
pastoral yet academically informed. Unlike highly technical commentaries intended for seminary
students, Hamilton’s work is designed for a broader audience. Scholars such as N.T. Wright or John
Walton offer deep academic insights, but their works can sometimes be less accessible to the
average reader.

Conversely, many popular Christian authors provide devotional reflections but lack the critical
engagement with historical context that Hamilton prioritizes. This middle path enables Hamilton to
appeal to a diverse readership, including skeptics and lifelong believers alike.

Impact on Christian Education and Church
Communities

Adam Hamilton’s efforts in making sense of the Bible extend beyond his writing. As the senior pastor
of the United Methodist Church of the Resurrection, one of the largest churches in the United
States, he has integrated his interpretive approach into sermon series, Bible study groups, and
educational programs.

His work has influenced how many congregations approach Scripture—encouraging curiosity,
critical thinking, and respectful dialogue. Church leaders have reported that Hamilton’s materials
help reduce polarization by fostering a shared understanding of biblical texts.

Educational Resources and Multimedia Integration

In addition to books, Hamilton has developed video series and study guides that complement his
written work. These multimedia resources enhance the learning experience by combining visual



storytelling with scriptural analysis. They also cater to different learning styles, making biblical
literacy more accessible to a tech-savvy generation.

Potential Criticisms and Limitations

No scholarly endeavor is without critique, and Adam Hamilton’s work has faced some scrutiny.
Conservative readers sometimes argue that his interpretive approach is too liberal or
accommodating to modern cultural values. On the other hand, more progressive readers may find
his adherence to traditional Christian orthodoxy limiting.

Furthermore, while Hamilton’s focus on historical context is a strength, some critics suggest that his
theological conclusions occasionally lean toward generic Christianity, lacking bold doctrinal clarity.
These critiques, however, underscore the inherent challenges in balancing academic rigor, pastoral
care, and ecumenical inclusivity.

Conclusion: The Continuing Relevance of Adam
Hamilton Making Sense of the Bible

Adam Hamilton making sense of the Bible represents a significant contribution to contemporary
Christian thought and biblical literacy. His balanced approach, combining scholarly insight with
pastoral empathy, provides readers with tools to navigate Scripture thoughtfully and responsibly. By
addressing difficult questions, clarifying context, and encouraging open inquiry, Hamilton fosters a
more informed and engaged Christian community.

As interest in understanding the Bible continues to grow among diverse audiences, Hamilton’s work
remains a valuable resource for those seeking to deepen their faith while wrestling honestly with the
complexities of Scripture. His efforts exemplify how thoughtful interpretation can enrich both
personal spirituality and communal dialogue in an increasingly complex world.

Adam Hamilton Making Sense Of The Bible
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  adam hamilton making sense of the bible: Making Sense of the Bible Adam Hamilton,
2014-03-18 Denominations from evangelical to mainline continue to experience deep divisions over
universal social issues. The underlying debate isn’t about a particular social issue, but instead it is
about how we understand the nature of scripture and how we should interpret it. The world’s
bestselling, most-read, and most-loved book is also one of the most confusing. In Making Sense of
the Bible, Adam Hamilton, one of the country’s leading pastors and Christian authors, addresses the
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hot-button issues that plague the church and cultural debate, and answers many of the questions
frequently asked by Christians and non-Christians alike. Did God really command Moses to put gay
people to death? Did Jesus really teach that everyone who is not a Christian will be assigned to hell?
Why would Paul command women to “keep silent in the church?” Were Adam and Eve real people?
Is the book of Revelation really about the end times? Who decided which books made it into the
scriptures and why? Is the Bible ever wrong? In approachable and inviting language, Hamilton
addresses these often misunderstood biblical themes leading readers to a deeper appreciation of the
Bible so that we might hear God speak through it and find its words to be life-changing and
life-giving.
  adam hamilton making sense of the bible: Why? - eBook [ePub] Adam Hamilton, 2010-10-01
When the ground shakes, and a poor nation's economy is destroyed; when the waters rise, washing
away a community's hopes and dreams; when a child suffers neglect and abuse; when violence tears
apart nations; where is God? If God is all powerful, and if each one of us is a beloved child of God,
then how can God allow tragedy and suffering to infest his creation? When we lift our prayers to
God, and no answer seems to come; when we earnestly seek to know the will of God for our lives, yet
can't seem to discern it; when God seems far away; where is God? If God counts the hairs on our
head, and knows every sparrow that falls, why is finding and understanding God's will so difficult at
times?In Why? Making Sense of God's Will best-selling author Adam Hamilton brings fresh insight to
the age-old question of how to understand the will of God. Rejecting simplistic answers and
unexamined assumptions, Hamilton addresses how we can comprehend God's plan for the world and
ourselves. When it comes to the weightiest problems for our faith, like suffering and unanswered
prayers and God's will, philosophers don't get the job done for me. But thoughtful pastors do. For
me, the one thoughtful pastor who offers wisdom for our deepest questions is Adam Hamilton. This
book is a rare gift and the kind of book that needs to be close at hand for all Christians. This book
proves theology has to be done by pastors.-Scot McKnight, author of A Community Called Atonement
As someone for whom the 'Christian answers' I grew up with failed to satisfy the troubling questions
of my adulthood, I deeply appreciate Adam Hamilton's thoughtful book Why? I recommend this book
to anyone who longs to leave behind simplistic answers and discover a God who invites them into a
collaborative process of bringing redemption, love and hope to a world in desperate need.-Lynne
Hybels, author of Nice Girls Don't Change the World Unlike many Christian writers these days,
Adam Hamilton does actually make sense of God's will. This is a profoundly satisfying treatment of
common misconceptions about God. Everyone who asks 'Why?' when confronted with evil, innocent
suffering, unanswered prayers, and failure to perceive God's will should read this book.-Roger Olson,
author of Questions to All Your Answers
  adam hamilton making sense of the bible: Making Sense of the Bible Helen-Ann Hartley,
2011-06-17 One of a series of 6 small books dealing in a short and accessible way with the key
concerns for Christians. Again and again, we hear that such-and-such an opinion is not 'biblical',
implying that the Bible speaks with a unified voice on any matter. With humour and examples drawn
from art and life, Helen-Ann Hartley argues that our reading of this varied collection of writings has
to be generous, not exclusive. To appreciate fully the Bible's richness and diversity, we have to
wrestle critically and creatively with themes that attract us and repel us. Not only should we draw
meaning from the Bible, we must let our lives contribute meaning to the stories it tells, engaging in
conversation with those stories and allowing them to urge us into being -- to think, speak and act.
Ultimately, to make sense of the Bible, we need to make sense of who we are in relationship to God.
  adam hamilton making sense of the bible: Making Sense of the Bible H. H. Drake Williams,
2014-02-01 Most people probably have a copy of the Bible in their homes, some hold one in their
hands each week at church-and perhaps even attend a Bible study- but not everyone sees or
appreciates the great beauty and intricate composition of the Bible, writes author Drake Williams.
The Bible, as a great work of art, deserves to be considered in unity. Combining first-rate
scholarship with easy-to-understand language, Making Sense of the Bible examines the Bible as a
literary work of art and reveals ten key threads that form the thematic tapestry spanning Old and



New Testaments. With this book, the Bible will no longer be a jumble of unrelated books, promises,
and exhortations, but a collective, cohesive, and more meaningful masterpiece to any reader who
wishes to explore its full breadth and depth.
  adam hamilton making sense of the bible: Words of Life Adam Hamilton, 2020-12-29 What
if the Ten Commandments were not just a set of ancient rules, but a guide to experiencing the good
life today? “Adam Hamilton is a teacher of the highest order, able to bridge the gap between very
old divine teaching and very current human reality.”—Barbara Brown Taylor, author of Always a
Guest: Speaking of Faith Far from Home Nearly everyone has heard of the Ten Commandments, the
list of “thou-shalt-nots” found in the Bible. Jesus saw these commandments not as onerous burdens,
but as guideposts to help us experience a good and beautiful life. These ten ancient “words” were
given to us by a loving God who longed to set safe boundaries, create order out of chaos, help
communities live peacefully, and protect us—often from ourselves. In this book of Scripture and
inspiration, bestselling author Adam Hamilton brings modern eyes to the most important set of
ethics in history. He considers the commandments in their historical context, considering the
meaning of each commandment in Hebrew, unpacking how Jesus reinterpreted them, and showing
how every thou-shalt-not was intended to point to a life-giving “thou shalt.” He also explores how the
latest research in science and psychology illuminates these commandments, rightly understood, as a
way of ordering one's life beautifully in the present day. In a culture marked by workaholism,
materialism, and social media-driven envy, God has given us a time-tested path that leads to
gratitude, confidence, and peace. A landmark work from one of our most trusted biblical thinkers,
Words of Life is an inspiring, thought-provoking read for anyone seeking to live a meaningful and
joyful life.
  adam hamilton making sense of the bible: Biblical Interpretation for Laypeople and
Other Martyrs David W. Melber, 2019-01-03 The book begins with the basics—a synopsis of biblical
history and of the content of the books of the Bible. It provides an acquaintance with the tools for
interpreting the Bible; various methods of interpreting the Bible; the mental process of interpreting
any verbal communication (whether oral or written); the influence of culture on biblical writers and
speakers; the problems of translating the Bible from one culture to another; the figures of speech,
prophecy, typology, symbolism, and apocalyptic literature in the Bible; the development of the canon
of the scripture; the purpose of the Bible; and a tool for applying biblical teaching to contemporary
issues.
  adam hamilton making sense of the bible: The Message of Jesus Rev. Adam Hamilton,
2024-12-03 A fresh encounter with the words of Jesus. More than 3 billion people claim to follow
Jesus. But aside from a few verses, how many actually know what he taught? In fact, much of what
people think Jesus taught, he never said. In this six-week study, pastor and best-selling author Adam
Hamilton explores six of the most important themes in Jesus's teachings, why they matter, and how
they speak to us today. The book will explore Jesus’s preaching on the Kingdom of God, the Sermon
on the Mount, the parables, the “I am” sayings in John, and more. Jesus's message is not only
life-changing, but world-changing. Join Adam Hamilton in studying The Message of Jesus: Words
That Changed the World. Other components for the study include a leader guide, teaching videos,
and sermons and worship.
  adam hamilton making sense of the bible: Faith in The West Wing David W. Graybeal,
2023-01-10 Proverbial wisdom advises against discussing politics and religion in polite company.
However, Aaron Sorkin and the producers of the award-winning television series The West Wing
(NBC, 1999–2006) didn’t seem to get the memo. Still popular and surprisingly relevant several years
after its final episode, this primetime dramatization of a fictional presidential administration
regularly incorporated religious rhetoric, perspectives, and practices in its characters and storylines.
With episodes featuring such explicitly religious titles as “Take This Sabbath Day,” “Faith-Based
Initiative,” and “In God We Trust,” and with characters with such biblically based names as Josiah,
Josh, Toby, Abbey, and Sam, the series took thoughtful religious faith seriously and implied that
spirituality can serve as a vital component of civic virtue. While by no means an exhaustive



examination of all seven seasons, this collection of essays explores some of the more prominent
portrayals of religious faith and practice throughout the series to prompt and guide the readers’ own
reflections and observations. Discussion questions are also provided at the end of each chapter for
use in watch parties and other small group gatherings.
  adam hamilton making sense of the bible: Why Churches Need to Talk about Sexuality Mark
Wingfield, 2019-12-03 Journalist and pastor Mark Wingfield describes how the congregation he
serves undertook a detailed study of how the church should respond to the inclusion of gay, lesbian,
bisexual, and transgender members. The study was conducted by a nineteen-member blue-ribbon
task force that included wide representation of the church's various constituencies. The author
served as a staff liaison, recording secretary, and resource to the study group, keeping meticulous
notes of the process and the aftermath of the study. Why Churches Need to Talk about Sexuality is
written for clergy and lay leaders in Protestant congregations of all kinds who need a helpful guide
to conversations about human sexuality within congregations. The book also has in mind anyone who
wants to understand the controversial debates about human sexuality and the Christian church
today and who desire to follow a process to discuss the topic and make decisions about how
congregations and individuals will respond to matters of ministry and sexuality. This book not only
details the process used at Wilshire but also tells the human story of why the study was undertaken
and what happened to the lives and faith of real people inside and outside the church. The author's
hope is to provide a resource to other clergy and church leaders to understand why this issue must
be addressed, how difficult it is to address, and what to expect along the way. As the title indicates,
even though this is a difficult conversation to have, churches must have the conversation anyway.
  adam hamilton making sense of the bible: Out of Exodus Darryl W. Stephens, Michael I.
Alleman, Andrea Brown, Ruth A. Daugherty, Mary Merriman, 2018-05-02 Biblical and progressive.
Mainline and charismatic. Faithful and questioning. This book is not what you think it is. The story of
the Exodus is told in parallel with testimonies, sermons, and personal reflections from a
congregation in Lancaster, Pennsylvania, challenging the reader to a journey of faith. Along the way,
it becomes clear that open and affirming ministry transcends LGBTQIA+ inclusion. It is also about
race relations, poverty, generational change, divorce, immigration, and any other human-created
barrier to loving God and neighbor. Tools for the journey. Finding a new voice amid profound social
change is a difficult and vitally important task. Many congregations and entire denominations are in
the process of figuring out how to express a new voice of faith, particularly in our understanding of
sexuality and gender. Christians are experiencing nothing less than a holy disruption caused by the
Spirit among us. The book concludes with a discussion of challenges to community and ministry.
Helpful appendices provide congregational resources and discussion questions for group study. The
stories in this book include experiences of and with persons in many denominational settings: Roman
Catholic, Unitarian-Universalist, Presbyterian Church in Taiwan, Metropolitan Community Church,
United Church of Christ, United Brethren, Church of the Brethren, Society of Friends (Quakers), and
United Methodist. This is truly an ecumenical journey.
  adam hamilton making sense of the bible: Homosexuality Joseph Walter Miller, 2016-07-26
For many today the issue of homosexuality is easily and clearly settled in scripture. The issue, for
them, is one of scriptural authority. One either obeys the command found in scripture or one does
not. Yet for others, the scriptural commands are not nearly as clear as claimed, and the issue is not
obedience, but rather interpretation. It is not whether one will obey God's will, once known, but
determining if, in fact, traditional interpreters have discovered God's will. Joe Miller, Jr., a retired
pastor with a deep concern from LGBT persons in his community and church, tackles this subject by
examining not just the scriptures, but also the people who interpret them and the theology and
science they use to do so. He believes that a scriptural case can be made for the full acceptance of
LGBT, and that to truly follow Jesus and care for “the least of these” demands nothing less.
  adam hamilton making sense of the bible: The Violence of the Biblical God L. Daniel
Hawk, 2019-01-08 How can we make sense of violence in the Bible? Joshua commands the people of
Israel to wipe out everyone in the promised land of Canaan, while Jesus commands God’s people to



love their enemies. How are we to interpret biblical passages on violence when it is sanctioned at
one point and condemned at another? The Violence of the Biblical God by L. Daniel Hawk presents a
new framework, solidly rooted in the authority of Scripture, for understanding the paradox of God’s
participation in violence. Hawk shows how the historical narrative of the Bible offers multiple
canonical pictures for faithful Christian engagement with the violent systems of the world.
  adam hamilton making sense of the bible: Sinners in the Hands of a Loving God Brian
Zahnd, 2017-08-15 Pastor Brian Zahnd began to question the theology of a wrathful God who
delights in punishing sinners, and has started to explore the real nature of Jesus and His Father. The
book isn’t only an interesting look at the context of some modern theological ideas; it’s also offers
some profound insight into God’s love and eternal plan. —Relevant Magazine (Named one of the Top
10 Books of 2017) God is wrath? Or God is Love? In his famous sermon “Sinners in the Hands of an
Angry God,” Puritan revivalist Jonathan Edwards shaped predominating American theology with a
vision of God as angry, violent, and retributive. Three centuries later, Brian Zahnd was both
mesmerized and terrified by Edwards’s wrathful God. Haunted by fear that crippled his relationship
with God, Zahnd spent years praying for a divine experience of hell. What Zahnd experienced
instead was the Father’s love—revealed perfectly through Jesus Christ—for all prodigal sons and
daughters. In Sinners in the Hands of a Loving God, Zahnd asks important questions like: Is seeing
God primarily as wrathful towards sinners true or biblical? Is fearing God a normal expected
behavior? And where might the natural implications of this theological framework lead us?
Thoughtfully wrestling with subjects like Old Testament genocide, the crucifixion of Jesus, eternal
punishment in hell, and the final judgment in Revelation, Zanhd maintains that the summit of divine
revelation for sinners is not God is wrath, but God is love.
  adam hamilton making sense of the bible: Living Unafraid Adam Hamilton, 2019-08-06 In
this 31-day devotional, pastor and bestselling author Adam Hamilton shows how the Bible's most
memorable stories can help us nurture lives of peace, courage, and hope. Our capacity to experience
fear is a gift from God. It protects us from harm by sensing possible danger and motivating us to act.
But fear can also dominate our lives. We worry about the future, about our health, about
disappointing our friends and family. When these worries play over and over in our minds without
resolution, it can rob us of joy and keep us from pursuing the life we're meant to live. In Living
Unafraid, Pastor Hamilton walks readers through 31 of the Bible's most-loved stories, showing how
the people of Scripture found hope in God in the face of adversity and some of life's most frightening
situations. Each day, he unpacks a new lesson--from Creation to the Gospels to the final words of
Revelation--showing how God's love and deliverance can empower us for the battles we face today.
Thoughtful, practical, and grounded in Scripture, Living Unafraid is an essential read for anyone
seeking hope along life's journey.
  adam hamilton making sense of the bible: 24 Hours That Changed the World, Expanded
Paperback Edition Adam Hamilton, 2010-03-01 In his best-selling book, 24 Hours that Changed the
World, pastor and popular author Adam Hamilton helped readers relive the one day in history that
changed everything. Now, on this Special Edition Book and DVD package, Hamilton invites both
readers and viewers to experience and understand the significance of Jesus’ final hours. Drawing on
insights from history, archaeology, geography, and the Bible, Hamilton takes us to the Holy Land
and provides a deeper understanding of the most amazing day in history. We visit the sites where
those earth-shaking events took place, and we walk where Jesus walked along the road that led to
the pain and triumph of the cross. Filmed on location, this 25-minute edited tour of the Holy Land
video will entertain and inspire the entire family. This Special Edition Book and DVD package is an
alternative to the six-session full length study and is the perfect resource for churchwide viewing
nights.
  adam hamilton making sense of the bible: Forgiveness Adam Hamilton, 2018-02-20 If your
enemies are starving, feed them some bread; if they are thirsty, give them water to drink. Proverbs
24:17 (CEB) There is nothing more crippling than holding on to anger. Anger, more than any other
emotion, has the power to consume all aspects of our lives, distort our sense of purpose, and destroy



our relationship with God. In the passionate and life-changing book Forgiveness: Finding Peace
Though Letting Go, bestselling author Adam Hamilton brings the same insight that he applied in the
bestseller Why? to the challenge of forgiveness. Hamilton argues that revelation comes when we
realize that forgiveness is a gift we give ourselves rather than to someone else. He also contends
that only when we learn to forgive others and ourselves can we truly receive forgiveness from God.
“Adam Hamilton not only reminds us about the importance of reconnecting the broken pieces of our
lives, but shows how the process of grace and forgiveness is possibly our most complete picture of
God.” --Shane Stanford, author of Making Life Matter: Embracing the Joy in the Everyday “The
heartbeat of the gospel is grace. With practical insight, Hamilton makes grace understandable--both
for seeking and for granting forgiveness. I highly recommend this book.” --Melody Carlson, author of
Healing Waters: A Bible Study on Forgiveness, Grace, and Second Chances “Adam Hamilton’s book
offers clear guidance for believers struggling with the practical application of our biblical imperative
to forgive. It is a must-read for both Christian counselors and every person who has something or
someone to forgive.” --Jennifer Cisney Ellers, author of The First 48 Hours: Spiritual Caregivers as
First Responders Deeply rooted in the Bible’s testimony about God’s extravagant mercy, this fine
little book explores the Christian call to practice both repentance and forgiveness in the image of
God. Straightforward and practical, Hamilton vividly sketches the habits of the heart that
discipleship requires in our daily relationships with spouses and intimate life partners, family
members, friends and strangers. --Patricia Beattie Jung, Professor of Christian Ethics, Saint Paul
School of Theology
  adam hamilton making sense of the bible: The Journey, Expanded Large Print Edition Adam
Hamilton, 2011-09-01 Journey with Adam Hamilton as he travels from Nazareth to Bethlehem in this
fascinating look at the birth of Jesus Christ. As he did with Jesus' crucifixion in24 Hours That
Changed the World, Hamilton once again approaches a world-changing event with thoughtfulness.
Using historical information, archaeological data, and a personal look at some of the stories
surrounding the birth, the most amazing moment in history will become more real and heart-felt as
you walk along this road. Read The Journey on your own or, for a more in-depth study, enjoy it with a
small group. Also available: The Journey: A Season of Reflections The Journey: DVD with Leader
Guide The Journey: Youth Edition The Journey: Children's Edition “This book may be the greatest
Christmas present of the year. Adam thoughtfully, movingly walks us through what really happened
when God touched this planet. The richness of the full story will touch your life as well.” John
Ortberg, author of The Me I Want to Be: Becoming God’s Best Version of You “If you think you know
the story of Jesus’ birth, think again! This wonderful book sets us on a journey to the times and
characters of Christmas so that we experience the birth of Christ in our lives in a new way.” Joel C.
Hunter, author of Church Distributed “Adam is a pastor who has clearly walked in the footsteps of
the Master. This is a timely Christmas gift for a friend no matter where he or she is along ‘the
journey.’” Rich Nathan, coauthor of Empowered Evangelicals
  adam hamilton making sense of the bible: What Does Revelation Reveal? Dr. Warren Carter,
2011-08-01 The Book of Revelation has been mysterious, confusing, and misunderstood for
centuries. Its content has been studied and analyzed by scholars from every corner of the globe.
What is it about Revelation that draws us to it? Is this biblical book about end-time mysteries and
hidden codes? Does and it relate to our present day? So what does Revelation actually reveal? Or
should Revelation be left behind? According to Dr. Carter, the book of Revelation can tell us about
biblical times as well as our own. It can show us how we, as Christians, are to live and hope for our
world. Revelation reveals God's Word to God's World: that culture accommodation is dangerous, that
judgment is taking place now, that the world does have a chance to repent, that there are evil
powers working behind the scene, that the time is up for the eternal empire, and that God is coming
in triumph.
  adam hamilton making sense of the bible: Wrestling with Doubt, Finding Faith Rev.
Adam Hamilton, 2023-12-05 Does your faith make room for questions? Everyone has doubts. Where
is God when bad things happen? Does God hear our prayers? Is there a heaven? How can we know?



Often, we treat such questions as the enemy of faith. But uncertainty doesn’t mean our belief is
lacking. Doubt can be a path to a deeper, richer encounter with God. In Wrestling with Doubt,
Finding Faith, join best-selling author and pastor Adam Hamilton as he discusses some of our most
significant sources of doubt and shows how a steady trust in God can emerge from them. You will
delve into questions like: “Does God exist? How can I know?” “Is the Bible true?” “Why do prayers
go unanswered?” Hamilton approaches these sources of doubt with honesty and insight, drawing on
the rich wisdom of the Bible, Christian tradition, and his experience walking with thousands of
people on their spiritual journeys. Whether you’re a longtime Christian or someone brand new to
faith, this book will lead you to a trust in God that gives you the courage to ask tough questions.
Though you may wrestle with doubt, you’ll discover a faith that—rather than providing simple
answers—includes belief and trust as well as uncertainty and mystery. The book can be used
anytime throughout the year and can be read alone, used by small groups, or as an outreach gift for
visitors. Components include a comprehensive Leader Guide, a six-session DVD featuring Adam
Hamilton (with closed captioning), and a digital worship and sermon series, making this perfect as a
group study and churchwide program done throughout the year.
  adam hamilton making sense of the bible: Adult Bible Studies Winter 2025-2026
Teacher/Commentary Kit Cokesbury, Rhoda E. Preston, 2025-10-14 Grow your faith. Transform
your life. The Kit includes a teacher’s book and a commentary that supplements and complements
the Adult Bible Studies student book. The teacher’s book provides biblical background, exposition,
and suggestions for leading weekly group discussions and nurturing spiritual practices among class
members. Small group leaders, teachers, and facilitators—both seasoned and just starting—love the
easy-to-use format and the wealth of information provided to prepare for each week’s discussion.
Based on the trusted Abingdon Basic Bible Commentary, the Concise Commentary provides expert
biblical commentary for the focal Bible passages used in Adult Bible Studies. The commentary
includes each Sunday’s focal Bible passages, unit introductions, and expert commentary on each
passage. Plus, you can pronounce everything correctly with the included pronunciation guide for
Bible names and places. Don’t miss out on the opportunity to enhance your preparation and teaching
with the help of the Adult Bible Studies Teacher Book and Concise Commentary! Cultivate a deeper
relationship with God through Adult Bible Studies. Each weekly lesson provides background and
focal Scriptures, key verses, and doctrinally sound and relevant biblical interpretation and
application, all presented in a readable font size. Annual plans provide comprehensive coverage of
the Bible, including special lessons during the church seasons of Advent and Christmas, as well as
Lent and Easter. They also offer suggestions for developing spiritual practices such as prayer,
worship, community, and service, among others. Adult Bible Studies is a reliable companion and
guide for learning and growing in the Christian faith. Winter 2025-2026 Theme: Light. Life.
Salvation. For our winter quarter, Adult Bible Studies will be considering two major questions: Who
is Jesus? Who are we? These lessons and Scriptures around the theme of “Light. Life. Salvation.” will
build up our faith and deepen our relationship with God as our Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer.
The writer of the student book is Rhonda Preston. With the help of the Adult Bible Studies
Teacher/Commentary Kit and DVD, your group will come to understand that it’s not just about
learning - it’s about living out biblical teachings. Visit AdultBibleStudies.com and sign up for the
weekly newsletter to automatically receive the FREE Current Events Supplement and other
information about these resources and more! This resource, endorsed by the Curriculum Resources
Committee of The United Methodist Church, offers a year-round, weekly Bible study plan for Sunday
school classes and other small groups.
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