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does sign language count as a foreign language is a question that often arises among students,
educators, and language enthusiasts alike. With the growing recognition of sign languages
worldwide, many wonder whether learning sign language is equivalent to learning a foreign
language like Spanish, French, or Mandarin. The answer is not as straightforward as it might seem,
as sign languages occupy a unique place in the world of communication. In this article, we will delve
into what defines a foreign language, the linguistic status of sign languages, and why sign language
deserves recognition as a full-fledged language in its own right.

Understanding What Makes a Language “Foreign”

To appreciate whether sign language counts as a foreign language, it helps to first understand what
"foreign language" means. Typically, a foreign language is defined as any language that is not the
native tongue of the learner and is spoken primarily in other countries or regions. For example, for
an English speaker in the United States, Spanish or Japanese would be foreign languages.

The Key Characteristics of a Foreign Language

Foreign languages usually have distinct grammar, vocabulary, and pronunciation systems that differ
from the learner’s mother tongue. They often require immersive study or formal instruction to
develop proficiency. Furthermore, foreign languages are often tied to specific cultures and
communities, offering learners insight into diverse ways of life.

Sign Language: A Language Like Any Other

Sign languages, including American Sign Language (ASL), British Sign Language (BSL), and many
others used around the globe, are fully developed natural languages. They possess their own
grammar, syntax, and vocabulary, distinct from the spoken languages used in the same regions.

Is Sign Language a “Foreign” Language or Something Else?

Sign language is sometimes misunderstood as simply a visual representation of spoken languages or
as a form of pantomime. In reality, sign languages are independent languages. For instance, ASL is
not a signed version of English; it has its own unique structure and rules.

When considering whether sign language counts as a foreign language, one must recognize that sign



languages are foreign to hearing individuals who do not grow up learning them. For a hearing
English speaker, learning ASL is similar to learning a foreign language — they must acquire new
vocabulary, grammar, and cultural nuances.

Educational Recognition of Sign Language

Across educational institutions, sign language is increasingly being recognized as a legitimate
foreign language option. Many high schools and universities offer ASL courses that fulfill foreign
language requirements, alongside traditional spoken languages.

Why Schools Are Including Sign Language in Language
Programs

Several factors contribute to this growing acceptance:

Accessibility and Inclusion: Learning sign language promotes communication with Deaf and
hard-of-hearing communities, fostering inclusivity.

Linguistic Complexity: ASL and other sign languages have complex grammatical systems
that require dedicated study, just like spoken languages.

Cultural Richness: Sign languages are deeply embedded in Deaf culture, providing learners
with valuable cultural insights.

Career Opportunities: Proficiency in sign language opens doors to careers in interpretation,
education, social work, and more.

The Linguistic Features That Make Sign Language a
Real Language

Linguists have long studied sign languages and found that these languages share many fundamental
features with spoken languages.

Grammar and Syntax

Sign languages have their own grammar rules, which may differ significantly from the spoken
languages used in the same region. For example, ASL typically follows a topic-comment sentence
structure rather than the subject-verb-object order common in English.



Vocabulary and Lexicon

Sign languages have an extensive lexicon of signs that can express complex ideas, emotions, and
abstract concepts. New signs are continually created to keep up with technological and cultural
changes.

Phonology in Sign Language

Though sign languages are visual rather than auditory, they have “phonological” rules based on
handshapes, movements, locations, and facial expressions, which combine to create meaning.

Is Sign Language a Second Language or a Foreign
Language?

The distinction between a "second language" and a "foreign language" often depends on the context
of use. A second language is typically one used in the learner’s community, while a foreign language
is one primarily used outside the learner’s environment.

Sign Language as a Second Language

For Deaf individuals, sign language is usually their first or primary language. For hearing people
living in environments with Deaf communities, sign language can function as a second language—a
language used in daily life for communication with others.

Sign Language as a Foreign Language

For hearing individuals with no exposure to Deaf communities or sign language from an early age,
learning ASL or other sign languages is very much like learning a foreign language. It involves
acquiring new linguistic structures, vocabulary, and cultural understanding.

Why Recognizing Sign Language as a Foreign Language
Matters

Acknowledging sign language as a foreign language carries significant social and educational
benefits.



Promoting Deaf Culture and Awareness

When sign language is taught and respected as a language, it helps bridge gaps between hearing
and Deaf communities, encouraging a greater understanding and appreciation of Deaf culture and
experiences.

Enhancing Language Learning Diversity

Including sign language in language curricula diversifies language learning opportunities, catering
to different learning styles and interests.

Improving Communication and Accessibility

Wider knowledge of sign languages increases accessibility in public services, workplaces, and social
settings, making society more inclusive.

Tips for Learning Sign Language as a Foreign
Language

If you’re considering learning sign language, here are some helpful suggestions to approach it
effectively:

Engage with Deaf Communities: Immersing yourself in Deaf culture and interacting with
native signers enhances learning.

Practice Visual and Spatial Skills: Sign language relies heavily on visual memory and
spatial awareness, so exercises that develop these skills can be beneficial.

Use Multimedia Resources: Videos, apps, and online courses can complement formal
instruction.

Be Patient and Consistent: Like any language, fluency comes with time and consistent
practice.

The Global Landscape of Sign Languages

It’s important to note that sign languages are not universal. Just like spoken languages, they vary
significantly by country and region. For example, ASL and BSL are different languages, despite both
being used in English-speaking countries.



Recognizing Multiple Sign Languages

Understanding that sign language is not one single language but a family of languages helps clarify
why it fits within the foreign language category for many learners. Each sign language has its own
grammar, vocabulary, and cultural context, making the learning process unique.

Final Thoughts on Does Sign Language Count as a
Foreign Language

So, does sign language count as a foreign language? The evidence and expert opinions strongly
suggest yes. Sign languages are natural, fully developed languages with their own linguistic systems
and cultural significance. For many learners, particularly hearing individuals unfamiliar with Deaf
culture, sign language presents the same challenges and rewards as any spoken foreign language.

Recognizing sign language as a foreign language is not only linguistically accurate but also enriches
educational programs, promotes inclusivity, and fosters cross-cultural communication. Whether you
want to fulfill a foreign language requirement, connect with the Deaf community, or simply broaden
your linguistic horizons, learning sign language offers a unique and valuable experience.

Frequently Asked Questions

Does sign language count as a foreign language in school
curricula?
Yes, many educational institutions recognize sign language, such as American Sign Language (ASL),
as a foreign language option in their curricula.

Is sign language considered a foreign language by universities
for admissions?
Some universities accept sign language as fulfilling foreign language requirements for admissions
and graduation, but policies vary by institution.

Why is sign language considered a foreign language?
Sign languages have their own unique grammar, syntax, and vocabulary, making them distinct
languages, similar to spoken foreign languages.

Can learning sign language help in understanding other
foreign languages?
Learning sign language can improve overall language skills, such as grammar and communication,
but it is structurally different from spoken foreign languages.



Is sign language universally the same, or are there different
types like spoken foreign languages?
There are many different sign languages around the world, such as ASL, BSL, and LSQ, each with
unique linguistic features, just like spoken foreign languages.

Do employers recognize sign language as a foreign language
skill?
Many employers recognize sign language as a valuable language skill, especially in fields related to
education, healthcare, and social services.

Does learning sign language count towards foreign language
credits in high school?
In many high schools, learning sign language counts towards foreign language credits, but it
depends on the school's specific policies.

Is sign language included in standardized foreign language
proficiency tests?
Sign language is generally not included in traditional foreign language proficiency tests like the
TOEFL or DELF, but there are specialized proficiency assessments for sign languages.

Additional Resources
Does Sign Language Count as a Foreign Language? An In-Depth Exploration

does sign language count as a foreign language is a question that has sparked considerable
debate among educators, linguists, and policymakers alike. As sign languages gain recognition
worldwide, understanding their status alongside spoken and written languages becomes
increasingly important. This inquiry delves into the linguistic, educational, and cultural dimensions
of sign language to assess whether it qualifies as a foreign language, exploring its unique
characteristics, official recognition, and implications for language learning frameworks.

The Linguistic Nature of Sign Language

At the heart of the discussion about whether sign language is a foreign language lies its linguistic
identity. Sign languages, such as American Sign Language (ASL), British Sign Language (BSL), and
others, are fully-fledged natural languages with their own grammar, syntax, and lexicon. Unlike
signed versions of spoken languages, these are independent languages with unique structures not
derived from the dominant spoken languages within their respective countries.

Unlike spoken foreign languages learned for communication across different geographical regions,
sign languages serve primarily Deaf communities and those who communicate with them. This



functional difference adds complexity to categorizing sign language as foreign or domestic within
language education.

Distinct Grammar and Syntax

Sign languages do not mirror the grammar or vocabulary of spoken languages. For example, ASL
has a distinct grammar system that differs significantly from English. This linguistic independence
supports the argument that sign languages should be considered fully-fledged languages on their
own terms rather than mere translations of spoken languages.

Diversity Among Sign Languages

Globally, there are hundreds of sign languages, each with unique features and regional variations,
similar to spoken languages. For instance, ASL and BSL are mutually unintelligible despite both
being used in English-speaking countries. This diversity further complicates the question of whether
sign language is a foreign language, as recognition often depends on regional and cultural contexts.

Educational Perspectives on Sign Language as a
Foreign Language

One of the most prominent contexts in which the question of sign language’s status arises is
education. Many schools and universities have begun offering sign language courses, sometimes
labeling them as foreign language credits. This practice raises important questions about how
educational systems categorize sign language and the criteria used to define foreign languages.

Sign Language in Curriculum

Several educational institutions recognize sign language as fulfilling foreign language requirements.
For example, ASL is accepted as a foreign language credit in many U.S. high schools and colleges.
This acceptance is based on the fact that learning sign language involves mastering a new linguistic
system, cultural norms, and communication methods distinct from spoken English.

However, this acceptance is not universal. Some institutions hesitate to classify sign language as
foreign because it is often perceived as part of the national or local culture, especially in countries
where Deaf communities have a significant presence. This discrepancy highlights the ongoing
debate about educational policies and the role of sign language within language programs.

Benefits of Learning Sign Language

Integrating sign language into foreign language curricula offers several advantages:



Enhanced cognitive skills: Like other language learning, studying sign language improves
memory, attention, and multitasking abilities.

Increased cultural awareness: Learning sign language fosters understanding of Deaf
culture, promoting inclusivity and diversity.

Practical communication skills: Sign language allows communication with Deaf individuals,
expanding social and professional interactions.

These benefits underscore why many educators advocate for sign language’s inclusion alongside
traditional foreign languages.

Legal and Institutional Recognition

Recognition by governments and language authorities also plays a crucial role in determining
whether sign languages are considered foreign languages. Various countries have passed legislation
recognizing sign languages as official or minority languages, which influences their classification in
educational and social frameworks.

Official Language Status

Some nations, including New Zealand, South Africa, and Sweden, have granted official language
status to their national sign languages. Such recognition elevates sign languages beyond auxiliary
communication tools to legally protected languages with the same rights and privileges as spoken
languages.

Impact on Language Classification

When a sign language gains official recognition, it often becomes integrated into national language
policies, sometimes treated as a first or second language rather than a foreign language. This status
contrasts with the traditional foreign language classification, which usually implies a language
foreign to the country’s dominant linguistic community.

Is Sign Language a Foreign Language? A Nuanced
Perspective

Given these varied linguistic, educational, and legal factors, the answer to whether sign language
counts as a foreign language is not straightforward. It depends heavily on context, perspective, and
criteria.



From a linguistic standpoint: Sign language is a natural language with unique grammar
and vocabulary, comparable to foreign spoken languages.

From an educational perspective: Many institutions treat sign language as a foreign
language credit, recognizing the complexity and newness of the language learning process.

From a cultural and legal perspective: Sign language is often viewed as an indigenous or
minority language of a community within a country, challenging the traditional foreign
language label.

This complexity suggests that sign language occupies a unique space in the language landscape,
blurring the lines between foreign and native language categories.

Comparisons with Other Language Learning

When compared to learning foreign languages such as French, Spanish, or Mandarin, sign language
requires the learner to adopt a visual-manual modality rather than an auditory-oral one. This
modality shift involves different neural pathways and learning strategies, reinforcing the idea that it
is a distinct language experience.

Moreover, while spoken foreign languages are often learned to interact with other nations or
cultures, sign language learning frequently aims to bridge communication within the same country’s
Deaf and hearing communities, emphasizing inclusion rather than international communication.

Challenges in Classification

The challenges in classifying sign language stem from:

Geographical variance: Sign languages vary widely depending on region and country.

Cultural identity: For many Deaf people, their sign language is a core part of cultural
identity rather than a foreign import.

Policy inconsistency: Diverse educational and governmental policies lead to inconsistent
classifications globally.

These factors highlight why a one-size-fits-all answer to the question remains elusive.



Implications for Learners and Educators

Understanding whether sign language counts as a foreign language affects learners and educators
in practical terms. For students, it determines credit allocation and curriculum options, while for
educators, it influences teaching methodologies and resource development.

Curriculum Design Considerations

Educators designing sign language courses often draw from foreign language teaching strategies,
such as immersive learning and cultural immersion. However, they also incorporate Deaf culture
education, which is less common in typical foreign language classes. This dual focus reflects the
hybrid nature of sign language as both a linguistic and cultural experience.

Recognition and Accessibility

Official recognition of sign language as a foreign language can expand access to learning
opportunities and resources. It can encourage more institutions to offer sign language courses,
increase awareness about Deaf culture, and promote inclusivity in education and society.

Ultimately, whether sign language counts as a foreign language may depend less on rigid definitions
and more on the evolving understanding of language diversity, cultural identity, and communication
needs in a globalized world.

Does Sign Language Count As A Foreign Language
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teachers and other educators. This work offers a broad and comprehensive overview of language
and linguistic issues that emerge in the classroom context from a critical philosophical perspective.
The central focus is on the nexus of issues of language, education, and ideology, as the title
suggests, and specific topics covered will include language and power, linguistic purism, the
marginalization of second language education in the United States, the phenomenon of ideological
monolingualism in the United States, the hierarchy of the less commonly taught languages (both in
terms of its etiology and the ideological and hegemonic functions this hierarchy serves),
nonmainstream language varieties in school settings, issues of linguistic legitimacy in the classroom
context, the politics and ideological context of bilingual education in the United States, language
policy both as a tool for oppression and as a means of empowerment, and finally, the need for critical
language awareness on the part of all educators.
  does sign language count as a foreign language: Sign Languages of the World: A
Linguistic Exploration Pasquale De Marco, 2025-08-11 **Sign Languages of the World: A
Linguistic Exploration** is a comprehensive introduction to the fascinating world of sign languages.
Written in a clear and accessible style, this book covers a wide range of topics, including: * The
history, structure, use, acquisition, variation, and future of sign languages * The role of sign
languages in deaf culture and the Deaf community * The challenges and opportunities facing sign
languages in the 21st century This book is an essential resource for anyone who is interested in
learning more about sign languages, including linguists, deaf and hard of hearing people, teachers,
parents, and anyone else who wants to better understand and appreciate the beauty and complexity
of sign languages. In this book, you will learn about the different ways that sign languages are used
around the world, from the sign languages of the Americas to the sign languages of Asia and Africa.
You will also learn about the different ways that sign languages are acquired, from the natural
acquisition of sign languages by deaf children to the second language acquisition of sign languages
by hearing adults. You will also learn about the challenges that sign languages face, including the
challenges of language endangerment and the challenges of discrimination against deaf people.
However, you will also learn about the opportunities that sign languages have, including the
opportunities for sign languages to be used in education, in the workplace, and in the community.
We hope that this book will help you to better understand and appreciate the world of sign
languages. Whether you are a linguist, a deaf or hard of hearing person, a teacher, a parent, or
simply someone who is interested in learning more about sign languages, this book is for you. If you
like this book, write a review!
  does sign language count as a foreign language: Foreign Language Education in America
Steven Berbeco, 2016-04-08 Foreign language teaching in America today falls into three distinct
fields of influence and interest: public and private schools, college and other post-secondary
programs, and courses for adult learners. At a time when academics and instructors in each of these
fields seek to answer similar questions, too few published resources recognize and address the
parallels among them. In response, Foreign Language Education in America is an edited book with
contributions that represent the diversity in foreign language education today, including
perspectives from elementary, middle schools, high schools, university-level courses, summer
programs, federal government, and international learning. This is a practical guide to the state of
the field that fills a much-needed gap for scholars, researchers, administrators, and practitioners
who are looking for a resource that describes effective practices across the field.
  does sign language count as a foreign language: The Foreign Language Educator in
Society Timothy G. Reagan, Terry A. Osborn, 2001-12 Introduces teachers & future teachers of
foreign langs. to what they need to know & understand about lang, lang attitudes, lang practices,
lang rights, lang policy, and related issues. Brings together foreign lang ed and critical pedagogy.
Designed for
  does sign language count as a foreign language: English as a Foreign Language for Deaf
and Hard-of-Hearing Persons Ewa Domagała-Zyśk, Edit H. Kontra, 2016-09-23 Deaf and
hard-of-hearing students form a specific group of foreign language learners. They need to use



foreign languages just like their hearing peers if they want to enjoy the same benefits of
globalization and technical advancements of today, yet they cannot take part in the same foreign
language education. As sign language users, lip-readers or persons relying on hearing aids or
cochlear implants in their everyday communication, they need special support in learning a foreign
language. This book has been written by teachers and researchers involved in teaching English as a
foreign language (EFL) to deaf and hard-of-hearing students in various different European countries,
including the Czech Republic, France, Hungary, Norway, Poland, and Serbia. The chapters mirror
both the authors’ personal journeys through this field and give insight into various aspects of
empirical research into the foreign language acquisition of hearing-impaired learners. They discuss
mainly the issue of specific methodology for teaching EFL vocabulary, grammar, reading, writing
and speaking to deaf and hard-of-hearing persons and the challenge of effective communication
during the classes via sign language, cued speech or the oral approach. Special chapters are also
devoted to EFL teachers’ experience in special schools for the deaf. Educators interested in practical
advice, responses to challenges and worked-out solutions to problems will particularly welcome this
book as a useful source of ideas. It will also help novice teachers embarking on their careers in
English language education for deaf and hard-of-hearing children and adults.
  does sign language count as a foreign language: The Cambridge Handbook of
Sociolinguistics Rajend Mesthrie, 2011-10-06 The most comprehensive overview available, this
Handbook is an essential guide to sociolinguistics today. Reflecting the breadth of research in the
field, it surveys a range of topics and approaches in the study of language variation and use in
society. As well as linguistic perspectives, the handbook includes insights from anthropology, social
psychology, the study of discourse and power, conversation analysis, theories of style and styling,
language contact and applied sociolinguistics. Language practices seem to have reached new levels
since the communications revolution of the late twentieth century. At the same time face-to-face
communication is still the main force of language identity, even if social and peer networks of the
traditional face-to-face nature are facing stiff competition of the Facebook-to-Facebook sort. The
most authoritative guide to the state of the field, this handbook shows that sociolinguistics provides
us with the best tools for understanding our unfolding evolution as social beings.
  does sign language count as a foreign language: Curriculum Wesley Null, 2023-03-27 The
third edition of Curriculum: From Theory to Practice provides an introduction to curriculum theory
and how it relates to classroom practice. Wesley Null builds upon recent developments while
continuing to provide a unique organization of the curriculum field into five traditions: systematic,
existential, radical, pragmatic, and deliberative. Null discusses the philosophical foundations of
curriculum as well as historical and contemporary figures who have shaped each curriculum
tradition. To ensure breadth and scope, Null has expanded this edition to include new figures,
address rapid changes in democratic society, and chart a path to inclusion and wise
decision-making.
  does sign language count as a foreign language: The Routledge Handbook of Sign
Language Pedagogy Russell S. Rosen, 2019-09-17 The Routledge Handbook of Sign Language
Pedagogy is the first reference of its kind, presenting contributions from leading experts in the field
of sign language pedagogy. The Handbook fills a significant gap in the growing field of sign
language pedagogy, compiling all essential aspects of current trends and empirical research in
teaching, curricular design, and assessment in one volume. Each chapter includes historical
perspectives, core issues, research approaches, key findings, pedagogical implications, future
research direction, and additional references. The Routledge Handbook of Sign Language Pedagogy
is an essential reference for sign language teachers, practitioners, and researchers in applied sign
linguistics and first, second, and additional language learning.
  does sign language count as a foreign language: Language Planning and Policy in
Europe Robert B. Kaplan, Richard B. Baldauf, Jr., 2005 This volume covers the language situation in
the Baltic States, Ireland and Italy explaining the linguistic diversity, the historical and political
contexts and the current language situation - including language-in-education planning, the role of



the media, the role of religion, and the roles of non-indigenous languages.
  does sign language count as a foreign language: The Bilingual Courts Act United States.
Congress. Senate. Committee on the Judiciary. Subcommittee on Improvements in Judicial
Machinery, 1974
  does sign language count as a foreign language: The ERIC Review , 1991 Provides
information on programs, research, publications, and services of ERIC, as well as critical and
current education information.
  does sign language count as a foreign language: Creating Citizens Sarah Cooper,
2017-09-27 Engage students in meaningful civic learning and encourage them to become active and
informed citizens. With this essential book, co-published by Routledge and MiddleWeb, you will gain
a variety of practical strategies for teaching civics and current events to your middle school
students. Author and expert teacher Sarah Cooper takes you into her school and shares her
classroom-tested methods and tools. Topics include: Fitting current events into an already-packed
history curriculum Staying nonpartisan and fostering balanced discussions Helping students find
their stake in the news Teaching civic literacy through primary sources, then and now Encouraging
students to invest in analytical writing Fostering student ownership of our classrooms through
discussion and debate Cultivating citizenship through empathy and community engagement
Throughout the book, you’ll find student examples, handouts, and rubrics, so that you can easily
implement the ideas in your own classroom. By getting your students to think critically about
current events, you will help them become passionate writers, thinkers, and involved citizens.
  does sign language count as a foreign language: The Routledge Handbook of Language
Policy and Planning Michele Gazzola, François Grin, Linda Cardinal, Kathleen Heugh, 2023-09-28
The Routledge Handbook of Language Policy and Planning is a comprehensive and authoritative
survey, including original contributions from leading senior scholars and rising stars to provide a
basis for future research in language policy and planning in international, national, regional, and
local contexts. The Handbook approaches language policy as public policy that can be studied
through the policy cycle framework. It offers a systematic and research-informed view of actual
processes and methods of design, implementation, and evaluation. With a substantial introduction,
38 chapters and an extensive bibliography, this Handbook is an indispensable resource for all
decision makers, students, and researchers of language policy and planning within linguistics and
cognate disciplines such as public policy, economics, political science, sociology, and education.
  does sign language count as a foreign language: Decolonizing Foreign Language Education
Donaldo Macedo, 2019-01-10 Decolonizing Foreign Language Education interrogates current
foreign language and second language education approaches that prioritize white, western thought.
Edited by acclaimed critical theorist and linguist Donaldo Macedo, this volume includes cutting-edge
work by a select group of critical language scholars working to rigorously challenge the
marginalization of foreign language education and the displacement of indigenous and non-standard
language varieties through the reification of colonial languages. Each chapter confronts the hold of
colonialism and imperialism that inform and shape the relationship between foreign language
education and literary studies by asserting that a critical approach to applied linguistics is just as
important a tool for FL/ESL/EFL educators as literature or linguistic theory.
  does sign language count as a foreign language: The World Atlas of Language Structures
Martin Haspelmath, 2005-07-21 The World Atlas of Language Structures is a book and CD
combination displaying the structural properties of the world's languages. 142 world maps and
numerous regional maps - all in colour - display the geographical distribution of features of
pronunciation and grammar, such as number of vowels, tone systems, gender, plurals, tense, word
order, and body part terminology. Each world map shows an average of 400 languages and is
accompanied by a fully referenced description ofthe structural feature in question.The CD provides
an interactive electronic version of the database which allows the reader to zoom in on or customize
the maps, to display bibliographical sources, and to establish correlations between features. The
book and the CD together provide an indispensable source of information for linguists and others



seeking to understand human languages.The Atlas will be especially valuable for linguistic
typologists, grammatical theorists, historical and comparative linguists, and for those studying a
region such as Africa, Southeast Asia, North America, Australia, and Europe. It will also interest
anthropologists and geographers. More than fifty authors from many different countries have
collaborated to produce a work that sets new standards in comparative linguistics. No institution
involved in language research can afford to bewithout it.
  does sign language count as a foreign language: Education at a Glance 2023 Sources,
Methodologies and Technical Notes OECD, 2023-09-12 This publication provides additional
reference material for Education at a Glance 2023, the authoritative source for data on the state of
education around the world. It provides guidance on the data and methodology used to calculate
each indicator. It also contains references to the sources and specific notes for each country.
  does sign language count as a foreign language: Handbook of Second Language
Assessment Dina Tsagari, Jayanti Banerjee, 2016-03-07 Second language assessment is ubiquitous.
It has found its way from education into questions about access to professions and migration. This
volume focuses on the main debates and research advances in second language assessment in the
last fifty years or so, showing the influence of linguistics, politics, philosophy, psychology, sociology,
and psychometrics. There are four parts which, when taken together, address the principles and
practices of second language assessment while considering its impact on society. Read separately,
each part addresses a different aspect of the field. Part I deals with the conceptual foundations of
second language assessment with chapters on the purposes of assessment, and standards and
frameworks, as well as matters of scoring, quality assurance, and test validation. Part II addresses
the theory and practice of assessing different second language skills including aspects like
intercultural competence and fluency. Part III examines the challenges and opportunities of second
language assessment in a range of contexts. In addition to chapters on second language assessment
on a national scale, there are chapters on learning-oriented assessment, as well as the uses of
second language assessment in the workplace and for migration. Part IV examines a selection of
important issues in the field that deserve attention. These include the alignment of language
examinations to external frameworks, the increasing use of technology to both deliver and score
second language tests, the responsibilities associated with assessing test takers with special needs,
the concept of 'voice' in second language assessment, and assessment literacy for teachers and other
test and score users.
  does sign language count as a foreign language: Modality and language acquisition:
How does the channel through which language is expressed affect how children and adults
are able to learn? Richard P. Meier, Christian Rathmann, Aaron Shield, 2023-12-19
  does sign language count as a foreign language: Speech and Language Processing for
Human-Machine Communications S. S. Agrawal, Amita Devi, Ritika Wason, Poonam Bansal,
2017-11-15 This volume comprises the select proceedings of the annual convention of the Computer
Society of India. Divided into 10 topical volumes, the proceedings present papers on state-of-the-art
research, surveys, and succinct reviews. The volumes cover diverse topics ranging from
communications networks to big data analytics, and from system architecture to cyber security. This
volume focuses on Speech and Language Processing for Human-Machine Communications. The
contents of this book will be useful to researchers and students alike.
  does sign language count as a foreign language: Gesture and Sign Language in
Human-Computer Interaction Ipke Wachsmuth, Martin Fröhlich, 1998-04-15 This book presents
the thoroughly refereed post-workshop proceedings of an International Workshop on Gesture and
Sign Language in Human-Computer Interaction held in Bielefeld, Germany, in 1997. The book
presents 25 revised papers together with two invited lectures. Recently, gesture and sign language
have become key issues for advanced interface design in the humanization of computer interaction:
AI, neural networks, pattern recognition, and agent techniques are having a significant impact on
this area of research and development. The papers are organized in sections on semiotics for
gesture movement, hidden Markov models, motion analysis and synthesis, multimodal interfaces,



neural network methods, and applications.
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