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Great Opening Lines for Speeches: Captivate Your Audience from the Start

Great opening lines for speeches are the secret ingredient that can transform an
ordinary talk into a memorable experience. Whether you're addressing a small group or a
large audience, the first few seconds often determine how engaged your listeners will be
throughout your speech. Crafting an impactful opening line isn't just about being clever or
funny; it's about connecting immediately, setting the tone, and sparking curiosity. With the
right introduction, you set yourself up for success and create a foundation for your
message to resonate.

Why Are Great Opening Lines for Speeches So
Important?

The opening line is more than just an icebreaker; it serves as a powerful tool to grab
attention. In today’s fast-paced world, people’s attention spans are shorter than ever,
making it crucial for speakers to hook their audience right away. A compelling opening
line helps:

- Establish credibility
- Build rapport with listeners
- Create anticipation for what’s coming
- Set the emotional tone of the speech

Without a strong start, your audience might drift away or struggle to connect with your
message. That’s why investing time in finding the perfect opening is essential.

Types of Great Opening Lines for Speeches

Not all speeches are the same, and neither should the openings be. Depending on your
topic, audience, and setting, different types of opening lines can work better. Here are
some popular approaches that have proven effective time and again.

1. Start with a Thought-Provoking Question

Questions naturally engage people’s minds because they invite participation. Beginning
with a question encourages listeners to think and mentally respond, making them more
invested.

Example:
“Have you ever wondered what it truly takes to turn a failure into a success?”



This type of opening also sets the stage for exploration and discovery, which can be very
motivating.

2. Share a Surprising Fact or Statistic

People love to learn something new and unexpected. An intriguing fact or statistic can
instantly pique curiosity and lend weight to your message.

Example:
“Did you know that over 80% of people fear public speaking more than death?”

Such a line not only grabs attention but also creates relatability, especially if your speech
addresses similar fears or challenges.

3. Tell a Short, Relevant Story

Humans are wired to respond to stories. Starting with a brief anecdote can make your
speech feel more personal and engaging.

Example:
“Last summer, I found myself lost in a foreign city with no map or phone—what happened
next changed my perspective forever.”

Stories create emotional connections and help illustrate your points in a memorable way.

4. Use a Powerful Quote

Citing a well-known or thought-provoking quote can lend authority to your speech and
align your message with respected voices.

Example:
“As Maya Angelou once said, ‘People will forget what you said, but they will never forget
how you made them feel.’ That’s why today, I want to focus on emotional intelligence.”

Make sure the quote is relevant and sets the tone for your talk.

5. Employ Humor or a Lighthearted Remark

If appropriate for the occasion, humor can break the ice and make your audience feel
comfortable.

Example:
“I was told to keep this speech short because we all have better things to do—like



checking our phones. So, I’ll try to keep you entertained.”

Humor can humanize you as a speaker and ease tension, but always be mindful of the
audience and context.

How to Craft Your Own Great Opening Lines for
Speeches

Creating an opening line that fits you and your message takes some thought. Here are
practical tips to help you develop an opener that works.

Know Your Audience

Understanding who you’re speaking to is fundamental. Consider their interests,
challenges, and expectations. A line that resonates with a group of professionals may not
work well with teenagers or casual attendees.

Match the Tone and Purpose

Your opening should reflect the overall tone of your speech. A serious keynote on climate
change calls for a different start than a wedding toast or a motivational talk.

Keep It Simple and Clear

Avoid overly complex or long introductions. The best opening lines are easy to grasp and
memorable.

Practice Delivery

Even the most brilliant opening line can fall flat if delivered awkwardly. Practice your
tone, pace, and body language to maximize impact.

Examples of Great Opening Lines for Different
Speech Types

Sometimes seeing specific examples can inspire your own creativity. Here are some
tailored openers for various scenarios.



Business Presentation

“Imagine doubling your sales in just six months—sounds impossible? Today, I’m going to
show you how it’s achievable.”

Wedding Speech

“When two people love each other, they create a story worth telling. Tonight, we celebrate
the beginning of one such story.”

Educational Lecture

“By the end of this hour, you’ll see history not as dates and names, but as living stories
that shaped our world.”

Motivational Talk

“Every journey starts with a single step, but the courage to take that step often makes all
the difference.”

Common Mistakes to Avoid in Your Speech
Openings

Even experienced speakers can slip up when crafting their introductions. Here are pitfalls
to watch out for:

Being Too Vague: Avoid openers that leave the audience confused about your topic.

Overused Clichés: Phrases like “I’m honored to be here” are polite but not
memorable.

Ignoring Audience Needs: Don’t start with jokes or references the audience won’t
understand.

Reading Word-for-Word: A robotic delivery kills engagement; aim for natural and
conversational.



Using Opening Lines to Build Momentum

A great opening line is just the start. Use it as a springboard to build momentum by
linking it smoothly into your main points. The transition should feel natural and maintain
the energy you’ve sparked. For example, if you began with a question, follow up by
outlining how you will address it. If you opened with a story, connect it directly to your
speech’s theme.

Remember, your goal is to take the audience on a journey—your opening line is the
welcome mat inviting them in.

---

Mastering great opening lines for speeches isn’t about memorizing formulas; it’s about
understanding your audience, your message, and your own unique style. With thoughtful
preparation and a bit of creativity, you’ll find that perfect sentence that not only captures
attention but leaves a lasting impression.

Frequently Asked Questions

What makes a great opening line for a speech?
A great opening line for a speech grabs the audience's attention, sets the tone, and
introduces the topic in an engaging and memorable way.

Can you give an example of a powerful opening line for
a motivational speech?
"Today, we stand on the edge of a new beginning, where every challenge is an opportunity
waiting to be seized."

How important is humor in opening lines for speeches?
Humor can be very effective in opening lines as it relaxes the audience and builds rapport,
but it should be relevant and appropriate to the audience and topic.

What are some strategies to create impactful opening
lines for speeches?
Strategies include starting with a provocative question, a surprising fact, a quote, a story,
or a bold statement to engage listeners right away.

How do you tailor opening lines for different types of



speeches?
For persuasive speeches, use compelling questions or statements; for informative
speeches, start with an interesting fact; for ceremonial speeches, use respectful greetings
or quotes.

Why is it important to practice your opening line?
Practicing your opening line helps build confidence, ensures smooth delivery, and
maximizes its impact on the audience from the very beginning.

What role does storytelling play in opening lines for
speeches?
Storytelling in opening lines creates an emotional connection, draws the audience in, and
makes the message more relatable and memorable.

How can I make my opening line memorable?
Use vivid imagery, strong emotions, or unexpected elements in your opening line to
capture attention and make it stick in the audience's mind.

Is it effective to start a speech with a question?
Yes, starting with a thought-provoking question encourages audience engagement and
curiosity, prompting them to think about the topic right away.

Additional Resources
Great Opening Lines for Speeches: Captivating Your Audience from the Start

Great opening lines for speeches serve as the critical gateway to capturing audience
attention, setting the tone, and establishing a connection. Whether addressing a small
team, a boardroom, or a massive conference hall, the initial words can determine if
listeners stay engaged or drift away. Crafting an impactful opening is both an art and a
science, blending rhetorical skill with psychological insight into human attention spans
and emotional triggers.

Understanding the dynamics behind great speech openings is essential for professionals,
public speakers, educators, and anyone tasked with delivering a message that resonates.
This article explores key strategies, examples, and the underlying principles that make
opening lines effective, while incorporating best practices and SEO-friendly insights to
enhance discoverability and reader engagement.



The Importance of Great Opening Lines for
Speeches

First impressions in speechmaking are paramount. Studies in communication psychology
suggest that listeners decide within the first 30 seconds whether to invest attention in a
speaker. Great opening lines for speeches must, therefore, accomplish multiple goals
simultaneously: pique curiosity, establish credibility, and create emotional resonance.

Opening lines act as a hook that lures the audience into the narrative journey of the
speech. A compelling start can differentiate a memorable presentation from a forgettable
one. Conversely, a weak or generic opening risks disengagement, undermining the
speaker’s overall message.

From TED Talks to political addresses, the most lauded speeches often begin with lines
that surprise, challenge, or inspire. For instance, Winston Churchill’s “I have nothing to
offer but blood, toil, tears, and sweat” immediately conveyed gravity and determination
during a crisis. This example highlights how opening lines can set thematic expectations
and emotional tone effectively.

Key Elements of Effective Opening Lines

Several characteristics consistently appear in great opening lines for speeches:

Relevance: Opening lines should connect to the core message or theme of the
speech, creating coherence from the outset.

Clarity: Clear, concise language prevents confusion and ensures the audience grasps
the speaker’s intent immediately.

Originality: Unique or unexpected phrasing captures attention and distinguishes the
speech from countless others.

Emotional Appeal: Engaging feelings—whether humor, empathy, or intrigue—can
forge a connection that motivates listening.

Audience Awareness: Tailoring opening lines to the demographic, cultural context,
or occasion increases relevance and impact.

Types of Great Opening Lines for Speeches

Not all effective openings follow the same formula. Different speech contexts and
objectives call for varying approaches. Here are some types of great opening lines



commonly employed in professional and public speaking:

1. Provocative Questions

Starting with a thought-provoking question challenges the audience to engage mentally
and primes them for the topic. For example:

“What if everything you knew about leadership was wrong?”

This technique invites reflection and signals that conventional wisdom may be questioned,
sparking curiosity.

2. Striking Facts or Statistics

Presenting a surprising or impactful statistic immediately provides evidence-based
credibility and grounds the speech in reality:

“Every minute, 300 hours of video are uploaded to YouTube—imagine the implications for
digital marketing.”

Such openings can also highlight urgency or significance.

3. Anecdotes or Stories

Narrative openings create relatability and emotional resonance. A brief, vivid story can
humanize abstract topics:

“When I was ten, my family lost everything in a fire. That experience taught me
resilience.”

This approach fosters empathy and personal investment.

4. Quotations

Using a relevant quote from a respected figure can lend authority or inspiration:

“As Maya Angelou said, ‘People will forget what you said, but they will never forget how
you made them feel.’”

This also anchors the speech in a broader cultural or intellectual context.



5. Humor

A well-timed joke or witty remark can break the ice and make the speaker more
approachable:

“I read that public speaking is the number one fear in America—so if I start sweating, just
know it’s mutual.”

However, humor requires careful calibration to avoid alienating or offending.

Crafting Great Opening Lines: Best Practices and
Pitfalls

While many strategies exist, speakers must balance creativity with appropriateness. Here
are best practices to consider:

Align with Speech Purpose: An opening designed for a motivational talk may differ
significantly from one for a technical presentation.

Consider Audience Diversity: Avoid jargon or cultural references that might
confuse or exclude segments of the audience.

Practice Delivery: The impact of an opening line often depends on tone, pacing, and
non-verbal cues.

Avoid Overused Clichés: Phrases like “Let me start by saying...” or “I’m honored to
be here” tend to feel stale and uninspired.

Test for Authenticity: The opening should feel natural to the speaker’s style and
voice to maintain credibility.

Common pitfalls include overly long or complex openings that lose the audience before the
core message begins, or mismatched tone that confuses expectations.

Examples of Great Opening Lines in Different Contexts

Corporate Speech: “In the next 20 minutes, I’ll share how innovation isn’t just a
buzzword—it’s our roadmap to growth.”

Academic Lecture: “Imagine a world where every diagnosis is personalized—this is
the promise of precision medicine.”



Political Address: “Tonight, we stand at a crossroads between division and unity,
between fear and hope.”

Wedding Toast: “Love is the story that never ends—and today, we celebrate a
beautiful new chapter.”

These examples demonstrate how opening lines set a mood and prepare the audience for
the message’s journey.

Measuring the Effectiveness of Speech Openings

Evaluating how well an opening line works can be subjective but certain indicators help
quantify impact:

Audience Engagement: Immediate reactions such as laughter, gasps, or attentive
silence signal connection.

Retention Rates: Surveys or feedback forms can reveal how many listeners recall
the opening lines or felt drawn in.

Speaker Confidence: A strong opening can bolster the speaker’s own composure
and flow.

Social Media and Online Metrics: For speeches shared digitally, shares,
comments, and views often spike around memorable openings.

Incorporating feedback mechanisms allows continual refinement of speech openings over
time.

Great opening lines for speeches remain a vital tool in the art of communication. By
blending creativity with strategic intent, speakers can transform the mundane into
memorable moments that captivate and inspire from the very first word. As public
speaking continues to evolve in various professional and cultural landscapes, mastering
these openings will remain a timeless skill.
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  great opening lines for speeches: Famous First Impressions Paul Volponi, 2025-09-04 A
unique exploration of opening lines from classic literature to modern music. You never get a second
chance to make a first impression. In that spirit, Famous First Impressions: The Power of Perfect
Opening Lines revels in the greatest openings from novels, plays, poems, songs, films, speeches, and
more. Bestselling author Paul Volponi examines how talented writers and artists instantly gain our
attention, often in just a few words, and dissects each line's style, value, and impact. Exploring
themes such as crime and punishment, dystopian landscapes, identity, science fiction, and the
natural world, Volponi reveals the interconnectedness of opening lines ranging from Emily
Dickinson's I'm Nobody! Who are You? to Taylor Swift's Blank Space. Famous First Impressions
features individuals as diverse as Toni Morrison, Adele, Edgar Allan Poe, Don McLean, Maya
Angelou, William Shakespeare, Dr. Seuss, Anne Frank, and Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., introducing
readers to new genres and writers while also providing fascinating insight into those they already
love. And with science fiction and drama discussed in the same breath as classic rock and poetry,
this book is sure to inspire less-than-enthusiastic readers and booklovers alike.
  great opening lines for speeches: Making a Wedding Speech John Bowden, 2000 So you've
been asked to say a few words on the day. The problem is, we don't get much practice, do we? That's
why this book will prove so useful to you. It will show you how to prepare and deliver a unique and
memorable speech that you can be proud of. What's more, you'll enjoy it! CONTENTS: Finding a
captivating opening and compelling close - turning listeners into participants - weaving quotations
into your speech - saying it with humour - using your voice well - giving out the right non-verbal
messages - having self-confidence and coping with nerves - fifty model speeches About the author
John Bowden has over 20 years' experience as a professional trainer and senior lecturer in
communication skills. He has written several books on speech making and is a member of the
Comedy Writers' Association.
  great opening lines for speeches: Last Minute Speeches and Toasts Andrew Frothingham,
2000-10-27 In Last Minute Speeches and Toasts, Andrew Frothingham gives you useful tips and
ideas on how to make a winning last minute speech or toast. You'll find helpful advice and
reassurance including: Tips on how to choose and use quotes and jokes within the speech or toast.
Six last minute resources to use. Little-known tricks of toasting. Killer openers to launch your speech
or toast in the right direction. Seven facts that can spice up almost any speech (really). Easy-to-use
event-specific material. Whether it's an awards banquet toast or a keynote speech, whether it's
serious or funny, or anywhere in between, Last Minute Speeches or Toasts is your lifeline, your key
to a perfect presentation.
  great opening lines for speeches: Crafting Compelling Speeches: A Public Speaker's Toolkit
Genalin Jimenez, Crafting Compelling Speeches: A Public Speaker's Toolkit is your essential guide to
mastering the art of public speaking. Whether you're a seasoned speaker or just starting, this
comprehensive eBook provides you with the tools and techniques needed to deliver powerful and
memorable speeches. From understanding your audience and structuring your message to
mastering delivery and handling stage fright, this toolkit covers every aspect of public speaking.
Packed with practical tips, real-world examples, and expert advice, this guide will help you craft
speeches that captivate, inspire, and leave a lasting impact on your audience.
  great opening lines for speeches: Making the Best Man's Speech John Bowden,
2011-06-01 This is a guide for prospective best men which aims to answer the anxieties about
making the speech. It offers advice on speech-making essentials, great openings, strong middles, big
finishes, plus putting it all together and delivering the speech itself.
  great opening lines for speeches: Making the Bridegroom's Speech John Bowden, 2000-04-01
What are the golden rules of speech making? How should you respond to the toast to the bride and
groom? And which people do you need to thank and how? The answers to all these questions and
more are here in this much-needed book. Now you can make your wedding day speech memorable
for all the right reasons! -- Add sincerity, sparkle and humor -- Enjoy the big day Contents: Learning



the essentials; conveying your feelings to guests; adding a little humour; finding the ideal beginning
and ending; putting it all together; getting the delivery right; stories, jokes and one-liners for your
speech; sample speeches.
  great opening lines for speeches: The Lost Art of the Great Speech Richard Dowis,
1999-10-05 Learn how to give powerful, on-target speeches that capture an audience's attention and
drive home a message. Splashy slides, confident body language, and a lot of eye contact are fine and
well. However, if a speech is rambling, illogical, or just plain boring, the impact will be lost. The key
is not just in the delivery techniques, but in tapping into the power of language. Prepared by
award-winning writer and journalist Richard Dowis, The Lost Art of the Great Speech covers every
essential element of a great speech, including: outlining and organizing, beginning with a bang,
making use of action verbs and vivid nouns, and handling questions from the audience. Plus, this
authoritative speech-writing guide includes excerpts from some of history's most memorable
speeches--eloquent words to contemplate and emulate. Discover how to not only write a great
speech, but also how to deliver it even better.
  great opening lines for speeches: Delivering Powerful Speeches Carolyn Stein, 2005-07 A
step-by-step guide for acquiring confident speaking skills, Delivering Powerful Speeches provides
the key to delivering a dazzling speech everytime. Readers will learn the techniques to express their
ideas with authority, develop leadership and communicate with charisma. Filled with easy steps,
charts and exercises to achieve speaking success, this book will eliminate the barriers that inhibit
self-expression. The six parts of this book will lead readers to deliver powerful speeches, boost
confidence, and it cofers all aspects of public speaking--from a speech at a family function to a
professional event.
  great opening lines for speeches: Make a Great Speech: Teach Yourself Jackie Arnold,
2010-10-29 Written by a professional toastmaster, keynote speaker and voice coach, this book gives
you all you need to make an effective speech on any occasion. From weddings and christenings to
fundraising events and after-dinner speeches, it offers suitable material for any occasion, with
practical techniques and strategies for everything from using props to conquering stage fright and
banishing your butterflies forever. Teach Yourself - the world's leading learning brand - is
relaunched in 2010 as a multi-platform experience that will keep you motivated to achieve your
goals. Let our expert author guide you through this brand new edition, with personal insights, tips,
energising self-tests and summaries throughout the book. Go online at www.teachyourself.com for
tests, extension articles and a vibrant community of like-minded learners. And if you don't have
much time, don't worry - every book gives you 1, 5 and 10-minute bites of learning to get you
started. - Gives you a comprehensive source of advice, material and techniques for wedding
speeches - Offers hints on how to speak effectively and conquer your butterflies - Features practical
guides to making the most of props and technology
  great opening lines for speeches: Communication Strategies for Corporate Leaders
Pragyan Rath, Apoorva Bharadwaj, 2017-11-06 Communication is key to success in every aspect of
life and ever so in a competitive business environment. This book examines managerial
communication from seminal theoretical and demonstrative vantage points through interdisciplinary
amalgamation of sciences and the liberal arts. It presents new paradigms of managerial
communication in the form of manoeuvres that can act as game changers in tug-of-war business
situations, including difficult negotiations, conflicts and interpersonal dissonance that characterise
the day-to-day corporate workplace tenor. This volume: Develops persuasion strategies based on
argumentation tactics derived, for example, from legal cross-examination. Introduces
‘problematisation’ and ‘deconstruction’ as effective communication tools into mainstream
managerial discourse. Employs Harvard Business School cases to demonstrate problem-solving
skills, which will further serve as guide to writing business reports, plans and proposals. Positions
business writing methods as taxonomical tenets that can help tackle complex business scenarios.
Draws business diagnostic procedures from diverse fields such as Sherlock Holmes from popular
culture, and Jared M. Diamond from ecology. This book will be a significant resource for business



communication practitioners, especially corporate managers and leaders, sales and marketing
professionals, and policymakers. It will be of interest to teachers and students alike, in business
communication, organization behaviour, human resource management and marketing
communications. It will act as a useful aid for classroom efficacy for teachers and academics.
  great opening lines for speeches: Speech and Response John E. Course, 2023-10-31 This
book in a careful examination of the introductions to the speeches in the Book of Job (chapters 4-24)
based on rhetorical criticism. The primary interest of this work is in inter-unit words which connect
various texts in the Book of Job in such a way that they form the basis of a response. The argument
of this study (in distinction to a fairly widespread scholarly consensus to the contrary) is that the
speeches do in some way respond to one another. Passages of interest are delimited; the form and
structure of the passages are discussed; the rhetorical analysis for each passage will include
evidence of a response to the arguments uttered by one or more of the opponents and an overview if
given from the perspective as a response to previous texts.
  great opening lines for speeches: Words After Speech Paul Coates, 1985-11-25
  great opening lines for speeches: The First Lines of English Grammar Goold Brown,
2022-02-25 Reprint of the original, first published in 1867.
  great opening lines for speeches: The Growth of Literature H. Munro Chadwick, Nora K.
Chadwick, 2010 First published between 1932 and 1940, this is a three-volume study of the
historical development of literature. It explores the oral and written literatures of regions from
Iceland and the British Isles, to Russia, the Balkans, Africa, India and the Pacific, placing them in
their historical context and examining similarities between them. The authors discuss both ancient
and recent texts, illustrating the connections within each group and considering the question of
whether all literary growth is influenced by common factors. Praised on publication as ' ... a work
that is not, probably could not be, superseded' (International Journal of Comparative Sociology), the
book remains a benchmark for those studying comparative literature or the history of literary
criticism. Volume 2 focuses particularly on Russia and the Balkans, and also surveys both early
Indian and early Hebrew literature.
  great opening lines for speeches: World Class Speaking in Action Craig Valentine, Mitch
Meyerson, 2014-05-15 Let 50 World Class Speaking Coaches Show You How to Keep Your Audience
on the Edge of Their Seats and Turn Your Presentations Into Profits. The World Class Speaking In
Action 6-Part System provides you with real life examples and case studies on how to... * Craft an
unforgettable message that hits home with your audience * Deliver your speech in a way that keeps
your audience on the edge of their seats * Sell your message so your audience members take the
exact next step you want them to take * Master leading-edge technologies and speak to thousands
without even leaving home World Class Speaking In Action is a definitive guide for the professional
speaking and coaching industry. Until now, public speaking books have covered either the art of
public speaking or the business of public speaking. World Class Speaking In Action shows you how
to master both. World Class Speaking is the one-stop-shop for building breakthrough presentations
and turning them into bundles of profits!
  great opening lines for speeches: Perfect Wedding Speeches and Toasts George
Davidson, 2009-05-27 Perfect Wedding Speeches and Toasts is an invaluable guide to preparing and
delivering unforgettable speeches. Covering everything from advice on mastering your nerves to tips
about how to make a real impact, it walks you through every aspect of preparing for the big day and
speaking in public. Whether you're the father of the bride, the bride herself, the groom or the best
man, Perfect Wedding Speeches and Toasts will help make sure your speech goes off without a
hitch. The Perfect series is a range of practical guides that give clear and straightforward advice on
everything from getting your first job to choosing your baby's name. Written by experienced authors
offering tried-and-tested tips, each book contains all you need to get it right first time.
  great opening lines for speeches: Seyder Tkhines Devra Kay, 2004-09-01 The Seyder Tkhines,
translated from its original Yiddish by noted tkhines scholar, Devra Kay, and centerpiece of this
groundbreaking work, was a standard Yiddish prayer book for women. It first appeared in



Amsterdam in 1648, and continued to be published for the next three generations, usually inside the
Hebrew synagogue prayer book. A product of an age when mysticism pervaded mainstream Judaism,
the Seyder Tkhines provided women with newly composed, alternative daily prayers that were more
specific to their needs. Included in this volume is a unique Yiddish manuscript dating from the 17th
century ? a collection of prayers written specifically for a rich, pregnant woman, which Kay
discovered among the rare books of the Bodleian Library in Oxford, England. Now, for the first time,
these prayers have been skillfully translated and brought to public view. In addition to her
translations, Kay presents her own extensive commentary, providing a deeper understanding of the
historic, religious, and cultural background of this period in Jewish history. This unparalleled book
will have special appeal to those interested in the social, literary, and religious history of women, as
well as the history of the Yiddish language and literature. The interest in these forgotten prayers and
their significance to the lives of women has now been revived, and these tkhines are ready to be
rediscovered by a modern readership.
  great opening lines for speeches: Making the Father of the Bride's Speech John Bowden,
2000-04-01 You have a wonderful opportunity to add to the magic of your daughter's wedding. Your
words will linger in memories - they may even be captured on video for future generations to hear.
So what are the golden rules of speech-making? How can you convey emotion, seriousness and add a
touch of humour?
  great opening lines for speeches: Be the Best, Best Man & Make a stunning Speech! Phillip
Khan-Panni, 2014-02-21 The focus of this book is on that brief but terrifying prospect: the Best
Man's speech. The book includes techniques for using stories, jokes and quotations that will lift your
speech well above the bare necessities, helping you not only to make the speech, but also to enjoy it.
More than just a guide to the Best Man's speech, this book is a one-stop guide to being a really
effective, all round, Best Man. Above all its purpose is to help you enjoy your role as Best Man and to
make it an occasion that honours the groom and his chosen bride.
  great opening lines for speeches: GPS for Success Barry A. Franklin, 2022-05-04 Next to food
and clothing, achieving personal and professional success is rated at the very top of the hierarchical
order of human needs. Everybody wants to be somebody! In this ultimate success book that includes
timeless information for generations to come, the author has meticulously chronicled proven skills,
strategies and secrets that, if regularly followed, will empower the reader to live the life that they
imagine. Just like your car’s or phone’s GPS, these life navigation skills can get you from where you
are to where you want to go in your career. In addition, critically important knowledge and abilities,
including job interviewing, must-know people skills, writing, and public speaking, are covered. In
this book, the author has scoured the world’s literature on these topics and interviewed highly
successful people to provide one-stop shopping regarding the most proven and practical
recommendations for future career success. He has also peppered the text with personal
experiences and motivational/inspirational success stories, as well as testimonials/sage
advice/quotes from the world’s most successful people --past and present. The key objectives of this
book are to: Highlight the foundational factors underlying future career success: love what you do;
realize that your behaviors largely determine your luck in life; emphasize that highly successful
people take 100% responsibility for their actions and destiny; and that the secret to success involves
the selfless serving of others. The rewards return—through a boomerang effect. Provide specific
examples and inspirational stories highlighting 10 critical behavioral skills for success. These
include: look for the good in people and situations; how to activate the law of attraction; establish
goals in writing (if it’s not on paper, it’s vapor); take action (#1 success characteristic); know that
persistence pays; ask for things you want; enhance your speaking, writing, and interviewing skills;
why it’s important to work with and learn from people you want to emulate; the essence of superb
people skills (e.g., integrity, making others feel important); and to regularly apply the law of sow and
reap. Detail complementary approaches, tactics, and perspectives that can help you achieve your
breakthrough (major) life goals. These include: time management skills and the 80/20 rule; looking
for greener pastures; showcasing your talents (visibility → opportunities); committing to



never-ending improvements in performance, service (or products); embracing
discipline/focus/sacrifice; routinely exceeding people’s expectations; striving for greater rewards;
and seeing an ocean of opportunities before you. In aggregate, these yield BIG rewards in life.
Provide a potpourri of related topics, including unlooked-for opportunities; leadership and bringing
out the best in those around you; avoiding overcautiousness; volunteering (raising your hand);
reframing future commitments; the power (and magic) of an unexpected thank you note; and the
disproportionate dividends and good karma that result from giving back and mentoring others.
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