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Robert E Lee Military Career: A Journey Through America’s Tumultuous Past

robert e lee military career is a topic that has fascinated historians,
military enthusiasts, and anyone interested in the American Civil War. Lee’s
life and service epitomize a complex era in U.S. history, marked by loyalty,
strategy, and profound consequences. His military career, which spans from
his early days as a United States Army officer to his role as the commander
of the Confederate Army of Northern Virginia, offers valuable insights into
leadership, warfare, and the deeply divided nation of the 19th century.

Early Years and Foundations of a Military Mind

Before becoming the legendary Confederate general, Robert E Lee had a
distinguished early military career in the United States Army. Graduating
second in his class from the United States Military Academy at West Point in
1829, Lee quickly demonstrated his aptitude for military engineering and
leadership. His early assignments involved mapping and fortifications,
contributing to national infrastructure and defense.

West Point and Early Engineering Work

At West Point, Lee was recognized not only for his academic excellence but
also for his discipline and quiet determination. Upon graduation, he joined
the Corps of Engineers, a prestigious branch of the army. His early career
took him to various posts where he worked on coastal defenses and surveyed
lands in the expanding American frontier. This period honed his technical
skills and understanding of logistics — elements critical later in his
military campaigns.

Mexican-American War Experience

One of the defining moments in Robert E Lee’'s military career came during the
Mexican-American War (1846-1848). Serving as a topographical engineer under
General Winfield Scott, Lee’s bravery and tactical acumen were on full
display. He participated in many battles, including Cerro Gordo and
Chapultepec, often leading reconnaissance missions and managing crucial
battlefield logistics.

This experience not only earned Lee several commendations but also gave him
firsthand exposure to large-scale combat operations. It was during this war
that Lee forged relationships with other future Civil War leaders, such as
Ulysses S. Grant and Thomas “Stonewall” Jackson, which would later add layers



of complexity to the conflict.

The Civil War and Lee’s Command of the
Confederate Army

When the American Civil War erupted in 1861, Robert E Lee faced a difficult
personal and professional decision. Though he had served the United States
Army loyally, his allegiance to his home state of Virginia ultimately led him
to resign his commission and join the Confederacy. This pivotal moment marked
the beginning of the most famous chapter of his military career.

Early Confederate Roles and Rising Through the Ranks

Initially, Lee served as a military advisor to Confederate President
Jefferson Davis, who himself was a former U.S. Secretary of War and
acquaintance of Lee’s from the Mexican-American War. Lee’s strategic mind
quickly earned him command over Virginia forces, and his leadership abilities
became apparent during early battles such as the Seven Days Battles and the
Second Battle of Bull Run.

His promotion to General in Chief of the Confederate Army soon followed, and
he took command of the Army of Northern Virginia — the primary Confederate
force in the Eastern Theater.

Strategic Brilliance and Key Battles

Robert E Lee’'s military career is often defined by his tactical ingenuity and
boldness on the battlefield. His campaigns in Virginia, Maryland, and
Pennsylvania are studied extensively for their innovative maneuvers and
psychological warfare techniques.

Some of the most notable battles under Lee’s command include:

e The Battle of Antietam (1862): Known as the bloodiest single-day battle
in American history, Lee’s invasion into Union territory was halted
here. Despite the tactical draw, the battle had significant political
ramifications, giving President Lincoln the opportunity to issue the
Emancipation Proclamation.

e The Battle of Chancellorsville (1863): Often cited as Lee’s greatest
victory, he executed a daring flanking maneuver that outwitted the Union
forces under General Joseph Hooker, despite being outnumbered.



e The Battle of Gettysburg (1863): Perhaps the most famous battle in the
Civil War, Lee’s ambitious attempt to invade the North ended in defeat,
marking a turning point in the war.

Lee’s ability to inspire his troops and adapt to rapidly changing battlefield
conditions made him a revered figure among Confederate soldiers and a
respected adversary among Union commanders.

Challenges and Controversies in Lee’s Military
Career

While Lee’s military prowess is undeniable, his career was not without
challenges and controversy. The moral and political implications of his
decision to fight for the Confederacy continue to spark debate.

Leadership Under Pressure

Throughout the war, Lee faced significant logistical challenges, including
shortages of men, weapons, and supplies. His leadership style, characterized
by personal bravery and high expectations, sometimes led to criticism for the
high casualty rates his forces endured.

Despite this, Lee maintained the loyalty of his men and continued to push for
strategic offensives, even as the Confederate resources dwindled. His
resilience in the face of adversity remains a testament to his commitment and
tactical skill.

Legacy and Historical Debate

Robert E Lee’s military career is often examined within the broader context
of the Confederacy’s cause. Some view him as a symbol of Southern honor and
military genius, while others critique his role in defending a society built
on slavery.

Understanding Lee’s career requires grappling with these complex issues. His
post-war efforts to promote reconciliation and his tenure as president of
Washington College (now Washington and Lee University) show a man seeking to
heal a fractured nation, even after leading a rebellion against it.



Lessons from Robert E Lee’s Military Career

Studying the military career of Robert E Lee offers valuable lessons that go
beyond historical interest. His strategic thinking, adaptability, and
leadership under pressure provide insights relevant to military professionals
and leaders in various fields today.

e Adaptability: Lee’s campaigns illustrate the importance of adjusting
tactics based on terrain, enemy movements, and available resources.

e Leadership: His ability to inspire loyalty and maintain morale in
difficult circumstances underscores the human element in warfare.

e Strategic Vision: Lee’s willingness to take calculated risks highlights
the balance needed between caution and boldness in decision-making.

Moreover, Lee’s career serves as a reminder that military leadership does not
exist in a vacuum. Political, social, and ethical factors deeply influence
the conduct and consequences of war.

The story of Robert E Lee’s military career is a window into the turbulent
history of America, shaped by conflict, conviction, and the enduring quest
for identity. His legacy continues to provoke discussion and reflection,
demonstrating how individual lives can intersect dramatically with the course
of a nation’s destiny.

Frequently Asked Questions

What role did Robert E. Lee play in the U.S. Army
before the Civil War?

Before the Civil War, Robert E. Lee served as an officer in the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers and was recognized for his service during the Mexican-
American War, where he earned distinction for his leadership and engineering
skills.

Why did Robert E. Lee choose to join the Confederate
Army despite being offered a command in the Union
Army?

Robert E. Lee chose to join the Confederate Army because of his loyalty to
his home state of Virginia. He felt compelled to support his state when it
seceded from the Union, despite being personally opposed to secession.



What was Robert E. Lee’s highest rank during the
American Civil War?

Robert E. Lee held the rank of General in the Confederate States Army and
served as the commanding general of the Army of Northern Virginia, the
Confederacy's most prominent military force.

Which major battles is Robert E. Lee best known for
commanding?

Robert E. Lee is best known for commanding Confederate forces in major
battles such as the Battle of Gettysburg, the Battle of Antietam, the Battle
of Chancellorsville, and the Battle of Fredericksburg.

How did Robert E. Lee’s military strategies impact
the course of the Civil War?

Robert E. Lee'’s military strategies, characterized by aggressive tactics and
bold offensives, prolonged the Civil War by securing multiple Confederate
victories. However, some of his decisions, like the Pickett’s Charge at
Gettysburg, resulted in significant Confederate losses.

What was the outcome of Robert E. Lee’s military
career after the Civil War?

After the Civil War, Robert E. Lee surrendered the Army of Northern Virginia
to Ulysses S. Grant at Appomattox Court House in 1865, effectively ending the
war. He later became president of Washington College (now Washington and Lee
University), focusing on education and reconciliation.

Additional Resources

Robert E Lee Military Career: A Comprehensive Review of the Confederate
General’s Service

robert e lee military career stands as one of the most scrutinized and
debated chapters in American military history. As the foremost Confederate
general during the American Civil War, Lee's leadership, strategic decisions,
and battlefield tactics have been studied extensively by historians, military
scholars, and enthusiasts alike. His military trajectory, spanning from his
early days as a United States Army officer to his pivotal role in the
Confederacy, reflects a complex blend of loyalty, skill, and controversy.
This article delves into the multifaceted aspects of Robert E Lee’'s military
career, shedding light on his formative years, key battles, command style,
and lasting impact on military doctrine.



Early Military Foundations and U.S. Army
Service

Before the outbreak of the Civil War, Robert E Lee had already established a
reputable military career in the United States Army. Graduating second in his
class from the United States Military Academy at West Point in 1829, Lee's
early service was marked by engineering assignments and participation in the
Mexican-American War (1846-1848). His role as an engineer was critical in
constructing fortifications and improving military infrastructure,
demonstrating his technical prowess.

During the Mexican-American War, Lee served as a topographical engineer and
distinguished himself in battles such as Cerro Gordo and Chapultepec. His
detailed reconnaissance and mapping skills were invaluable, earning him
brevet promotions and commendations. This period was instrumental in shaping
Lee’s tactical understanding and familiarity with battlefield dynamics.

Pre-Civil War Military Roles and Reputation

After the Mexican-American War, Lee continued to serve in various engineering
and command positions. He was appointed superintendent of West Point from
1852 to 1855, where he influenced military education and training. Later, as
the commander of the prestigious U.S. Cavalry, Lee gained experience in
frontier skirmishes and Native American conflicts in Texas.

By the late 1850s, Robert E Lee was widely regarded as one of the U.S. Army's
most capable officers. His reputation for discipline, strategic insight, and
personal integrity positioned him as a natural leader. However, the
intensifying sectional tensions over slavery and states’ rights would soon
challenge his allegiance.

Transition to Confederate Command

The outbreak of the Civil War in 1861 marked a turning point in Lee’s
military career. Despite being offered command of the Union forces by
President Abraham Lincoln, Lee chose to resign from the U.S. Army and align
with his home state of Virginia after it seceded from the Union. This
decision was emblematic of the era’s complex loyalties and profoundly
influenced the course of the war.

Initial Confederate Assignments

Lee’s early Confederate service involved advising President Jefferson Davis



and commanding the Virginia state forces before their integration into the
Confederate Army. His expertise quickly earned him the position of commander
of the Army of Northern Virginia in June 1862, succeeding General Joseph E.
Johnston.

Under his leadership, the Army of Northern Virginia became the Confederacy’s
primary fighting force. Lee’s military acumen was evident in his aggressive
tactics and ability to inspire his troops, despite often facing numerically
superior Union forces.

Key Battles and Strategic Decisions

Robert E Lee’s military career is most prominently defined by his role in
several critical battles of the Civil War. His command decisions, battlefield
tactics, and adaptability were both praised and criticized, reflecting the
complexities of wartime leadership.

Seven Days Battles and the Peninsula Campaign

One of Lee’s earliest major engagements was during the Peninsula Campaign in
1862, where he led Confederate forces against Union General George B.
McClellan. The Seven Days Battles showcased Lee’s aggressive approach,
forcing McClellan to retreat from Richmond despite the Union’s initial
advantage. This campaign elevated Lee’s status as a formidable military
commander.

The Battle of Antietam and Gettysburg

The 1862 Battle of Antietam marked the bloodiest single-day battle in
American history. Lee’s invasion of the North was repelled, with significant
casualties on both sides. This battle halted Confederate momentum and led to
the Emancipation Proclamation.

In 1863, Lee launched another northern invasion, culminating in the Battle of
Gettysburg. Despite initial successes, Lee’s forces suffered a decisive
defeat, largely attributed to strategic miscalculations such as the infamous
Pickett’s Charge. Gettysburg marked a turning point in the war and remains a
focal point in evaluations of Lee’s military judgment.

Later Campaigns and the War’s End

Following Gettysburg, Lee continued to command the Army of Northern Virginia
in numerous engagements, including the Overland Campaign and the Siege of



Petersburg. His defensive tactics during the prolonged Petersburg siege
demonstrated adaptability but also underscored the Confederacy’s dwindling
resources.

Ultimately, Lee’s military career concluded with his surrender to Union
General Ulysses S. Grant at Appomattox Court House in April 1865, effectively
ending the Civil War.

Leadership Style and Tactical Philosophy

A thorough examination of Robert E Lee’s military career reveals a leader
characterized by personal bravery, strategic audacity, and a deep commitment
to his men. His leadership style was marked by:

e Decisiveness: Lee often favored bold offensive maneuvers, seeking to
seize the initiative even when outnumbered.

e Adaptability: He demonstrated flexibility in response to battlefield
developments, balancing aggression with strategic withdrawals when
necessary.

e Personal Connection: Lee was known for his close relationships with his
officers and soldiers, fostering loyalty and morale.

However, some critiques highlight his occasional overextension of forces and
underestimation of enemy capabilities, which contributed to costly
Confederate losses.

Comparison with Contemporary Commanders

When compared to Union generals such as Grant and Sherman, Lee’s military
career reflects contrasting strategies. While Grant embraced total war and
relentless attrition, Lee sought to preserve his army and exploit tactical
opportunities. This difference in approaches underscores the diverse military
doctrines that defined the Civil War era.

The Legacy of Robert E Lee’s Military Career

Robert E Lee’s military career continues to evoke complex discussions
surrounding leadership, ethics, and historical memory. His tactical
brilliance and dedication to duty are often weighed against the cause he
served and the broader implications of the Civil War.



From a strictly military perspective, Lee remains a subject of study for his
innovative techniques and battlefield command. His campaigns are analyzed in
military academies worldwide, contributing to ongoing debates about
leadership under pressure and the dynamics of asymmetrical warfare.

The enduring fascination with Robert E Lee’s military career reflects not
only his individual achievements but also the turbulent epoch in which he
served—a period that reshaped the United States and its military history.

Robert E Lee Military Career
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robert e lee military career: Robert E. Lee and the Fall of the Confederacy, 1863-1865
Ethan S. Rafuse, 2008-07-25 The generalship of Robert E. Lee, the Confederacy's greatest
commander, has long fascinated students of the American Civil War. In assessing Lee and his
military career, historians have faced the great challenge of explaining how a man who achieved
extraordinary battlefield success in 1862-1863 ended up surrendering his army and accepting the
defeat of his cause in 1865. How, in just under two years, could Lee, the Army of Northern Virginia,
and the Confederacy have gone from soaring triumph at Chancellorsville to total defeat at
Appomattox Court House? In this reexamination of the last two years of Lee's storied military career,
Ethan S. Rafuse offers a clear, informative, and insightful account of Lee's ultimately unsuccessful
struggle to defend the Confederacy against a relentless and determined foe. Robert E. Lee and the
Fall of the Confederacy describes the great campaigns that shaped the course of this crucial period
in American history, the challenges Lee faced in each battle, and the dramatic events that
determined the war's outcome. In addition to providing readable and richly detailed narratives of
such campaigns as Gettysburg, Bristoe Station, Spotsylvania, and Appomattox, Rafuse offers
compelling analysis of Lee's performance as a commander and of the strategic and operational
contexts that influenced the course of the war. He superbly describes and explains the factors that
shaped Union and Confederate strategy, how both sides approached the war in Virginia from an
operational standpoint, differences in the two sides' respective military capabilities, and how these
forces shaped the course and outcome of events on the battlefield. Rich in insights and analysis, this
book provides a full, balanced, and cogent account of how even the best efforts of one of history's
great commanders could not prevent the total defeat of his army and its cause. It will appeal to
anyone with an interest in the career of Robert E. Lee and the military history of the Civil War.
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Life of General Robert E. Lee is a fascinating character study of Lee written by a Civil War veteran
who regularly observed the Confederate General in thought and action on the battlefield. John Esten
Cooke's book offers a unique perspective on both Robert E. Lee and the Civil War, using direct
quotes of dialogue by the War's principals (including Lee), official military communiqués and
personal letters, all of which brings the man and era alive.

robert e lee military career: Life and Military Career of Winfield Scott Hancock John
Wien Forney, 1880

robert e lee military career: Life and Military Career of Winfield S. Hancock ... John Weiss



https://lxc.avoiceformen.com/archive-th-5k-002/pdf?ID=ljU61-4836&title=robert-e-lee-military-career.pdf
https://lxc.avoiceformen.com/archive-th-5k-002/pdf?trackid=BJO08-9038&title=oral-healthcare-provider-licensed-to-practice-dentistry.pdf
https://lxc.avoiceformen.com/archive-th-5k-002/pdf?trackid=BJO08-9038&title=oral-healthcare-provider-licensed-to-practice-dentistry.pdf

Forney, 1880

robert e lee military career: Memoirs of Robert E. Lee Armistead Lindsay Long, 1886
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robert e lee military career: General Lee: a Biography of Robert E. Lee Fitzhugh Lee,
2016-09-14 Robert E. Lee was a Confederate general who commanded the Army of Northern
Virginia in the American Civil War. Lee had a long and successful military career that spanned over
30 years and he is considered to be one of the greatest generals in the history of the United
States.This is a great biography on the legendary general written by Lee's nephew who also served
as a general in the Confederate Army.

robert e lee military career: Personal Reminiscences, Anecdotes, and Letters of Gen. Robert
E. Lee John William Jones, 2024-03-16 Reprint of the original, first published in 1875.

robert e lee military career: Robert E. Lee David ]J. Eicher, 2002 Robert E. Lee offers both a
succinct biography and the definitive collection of nearly 350 photographs, important paintings,
original engravings, artifacts, and significant documents pertaining to the Confederate general.
Although the Civil War years are emphasized, Lee's early years, the Mexican War, and the postwar
years in Lexington are amply explored.

robert e lee military career: Robert E. Lee Facts On File, Incorporated, 2009 Robert E. Lee
was asked by Abraham Lincoln to take control of the Union army, but he fought for his native
Virginia instead. After the South's surrender, Lee supported reconciliation.

robert e lee military career: Robert E. Lee and Me Ty Seidule, 2021-01-26 Ty Seidule
scorches us with the truth and rivets us with his fierce sense of moral urgency. --Ron Chernow In a
forceful but humane narrative, former soldier and head of the West Point history department Ty
Seidule's Robert E. Lee and Me challenges the myths and lies of the Confederate legacy—and
explores why some of this country’s oldest wounds have never healed. Ty Seidule grew up revering
Robert E. Lee. From his southern childhood to his service in the U.S. Army, every part of his life
reinforced the Lost Cause myth: that Lee was the greatest man who ever lived, and that the
Confederates were underdogs who lost the Civil War with honor. Now, as a retired brigadier general
and Professor Emeritus of History at West Point, his view has radically changed. From a soldier, a
scholar, and a southerner, Ty Seidule believes that American history demands a reckoning. In a
unique blend of history and reflection, Seidule deconstructs the truth about the Confederacy—that
its undisputed primary goal was the subjugation and enslavement of Black Americans—and directly
challenges the idea of honoring those who labored to preserve that system and committed treason in
their failed attempt to achieve it. Through the arc of Seidule’s own life, as well as the culture that
formed him, he seeks a path to understanding why the facts of the Civil War have remained buried
beneath layers of myth and even outright lies—and how they embody a cultural gulf that separates
millions of Americans to this day. Part history lecture, part meditation on the Civil War and its
fallout, and part memoir, Robert E. Lee and Me challenges the deeply-held legends and myths of the
Confederacy—and provides a surprising interpretation of essential truths that our country still has a
difficult time articulating and accepting.

robert e lee military career: Robert E. Lee Don McLeese, 2006 Profiles the life and military
career of Robert E. Lee, great hero of the South during the Civil War.

robert e lee military career: The Biography Book Daniel S. Burt, 2001-02-28 From Marilyn to
Mussolini, people captivate people. A&E's Biography, best-selling autobiographies, and biographical
novels testify to the popularity of the genre. But where does one begin? Collected here are
descriptions and evaluations of over 10,000 biographical works, including books of fact and fiction,
biographies for young readers, and documentaries and movies, all based on the lives of over 500
historical figures from scientists and writers, to political and military leaders, to artists and
musicians. Each entry includes a brief profile, autobiographical and primary sources, and
recommended works. Short reviews describe the pertinent biographical works and offer insight into
the qualities and special features of each title, helping readers to find the best biographical material
available on hundreds of fascinating individuals.




robert e lee military career: Biographical Sketch of General Robert Edward Lee, with His
Reports of the Battles of Chancellorsville and Gettysburg, and the Surrender at Appomattox, and
Extracts from the Oration of John W. Daniel, LL.D., on the Unveiling of the Recumbent Figure at
Lexington, Va., June, 1883 John ]J. Garnett, 1890

robert e lee military career: Robert E. Lee’s Greatest Victories Charles River Editors,,
2025-05-02 The Second Battle of Bull Run (August 28-30, 1862) was one of the most decisive battles
fought during the Civil War, and it was also one of the most unlikely. Less than three months before
the battle, Joseph E. Johnston’s Army of Northern Virginia had been pushed back nearly all the way
to Richmond by George B. McClellan’s Army of the Potomac, so close that Union soldiers could see
the church steeples of the Confederate capital. And yet, at the end of Second Manassas, Robert E.
Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia found itself in the field unopposed about 20 miles away from the
Union capital of Washington D.C. How could such a remarkable reversal of fortunes take place so
quickly? After Lee succeeded the wounded Johnston, he pushed McClellan’s Army of the Potomac
away from Richmond and back up the Peninsula in late June, only to then swing his army north to
face a second Union army, John Pope’s Army of Virginia. Needing to strike out before the Army of
the Potomac successfully sailed back to Washington and linked up with Pope’s army, Lee daringly
split his army to threaten Pope’s supply lines, forcing Pope to fall back to Manassas to protect his
flank and maintain his lines of communication. At the same time, it left half of Lee’s army (under
Stonewall Jackson) potentially exposed against the larger Union army until the other wing (under
James Longstreet) linked back up. Thus, in late August 1862, the Army of Northern Virginia and the
Army of Virginia found themselves fighting over nearly the exact same land the South and North
fought over in the First Battle of Bull Run 13 months earlier. When Pope’s army fell back to
Manassas to confront Jackson, his wing of Lee’s army dug in along a railroad trench and took a
defensive stance. The battle began with the Union army throwing itself at Jackson the first two days.
But the concentration on Stonewall’s men opened up the Union army’s left flank for Longstreet’s
wing, which marched 30 miles in 24 hours to reach the battlefield by the late afternoon of August
29. Lee used Longstreet’s wing on August 30 to deliver a devastating flank attack before enough
reinforcements from the retreating Army of the Potomac reached the field, sweeping Pope’s Army
from Manassas and forcing the Union soldiers into yet another disorderly retreat from Manassas to
Washington D.C., a scene all too reminiscent of the First Battle of Bull Run. With Washington urging
Burnside to advance against Lee, Burnside launched an ill fated operation across the Rappahannock
River near Fredericksburg in December 1862. From December 12-13, Burnside struggled to get his
army across the river while it was under fire from Confederates in Fredericksburg, and things only
got worse when they did. Although the Union almost broke the Confederate lines in the south on
December 13, they were ultimately repulsed, and the battle is mostly remembered for the piecemeal
attacks the Union army made on heavily fortified positions Longstreet’s men took up on Marye’s
Heights. As they threw themselves at Longstreet’s heavily fortified position along the high ground,
the Northern soldiers were mowed down again and again. General Longstreet compared the near
continuous fall of soldiers on the battlefield to “the steady dripping of rain from the eaves of a
house.” During the battle, Lee turned to Longstreet and commented, “It is well that war is so
terrible, otherwise we should grow too fond of it.” The Battle of Chancellorsville is one of the most
famous of the Civil War, and the most famous part of the battle was Stonewall Jackson’s daring
march across the Army of the Potomac’s flank, surprising the XI Corps with an attack on May 2,
1863. Having ignored warnings of Jackson’s march, the XI Corps was quickly routed. The surprise
was a costly success, however, as Jackson was mortally wounded after being mistakenly fired upon
by his own men.

robert e lee military career: Recollections and Letters of General Robert E. Lee Robert E. Lee,
2018-05-02 Adored by his soldiers and respected by his adversaries, Robert E. Lee achieved
worldwide admiration for his military triumphs against a vastly more powerful army. The idol of the
Confederacy proved gracious in defeat, and he encouraged other Southerners to follow his example
and accept reconciliation with the Union. Revered in his lifetime, Lee achieved legendary status



after his death. This extraordinary memoir by his son offers rare glimpses of the man behind the
uniform, with scenes from family life and touching letters from a loving husband and father. Lee's
youngest son, Robert, published this unique volume in 1904. A celebration of the general's life as
well as a priceless contribution to the historical record, it combines correspondence and personal
reminiscences dating from the Mexican-American War in the 1840s until the general's death in
1870. In addition to their firsthand reports from Civil War battlefields, Lee's letters offer comfort to
the family members at home and express concern for his sons, who served in the Confederate army.
His post-war correspondence reflects his devotion to duty in the difficult era of Reconstruction,
when he declined more lucrative offers to profit from his fame and assumed the presidency of
Washington College, known today as Washington and Lee University. Any study of Robert E. Lee, the
South, the Civil War, or American history is incomplete without this remarkable book and its
intimate portrait of a towering historical figure. We are delighted to publish this classic book as part
of our extensive Classic Library collection. Many of the books in our collection have been out of print
for decades, and therefore have not been accessible to the general public. The aim of our publishing
program is to facilitate rapid access to this vast reservoir of literature, and our view is that this is a
significant literary work, which deserves to be brought back into print after many decades. The
contents of the vast majority of titles in the Classic Library have been scanned from the original
works. To ensure a high quality product, each title has been meticulously hand curated by our staff.
Our philosophy has been guided by a desire to provide the reader with a book that is as close as
possible to ownership of the original work. We hope that you will enjoy this wonderful classic work,
and that for you it becomes an enriching experience.

robert e lee military career: The Early Life, Campaigns, and Public Services of Robert E.
Lee Edward Alfred Pollard, 1871

robert e lee military career: The A to Z of the Civil War and Reconstruction William L.
Richter, 2009-07-24 The importance of the Civil War and Reconstruction in the history of the United
States cannot be overstated. There was a very real possibility that the union could have been
sundered, resulting in a very different American history, and probably world history. But the union
was held together by tough and determined leaders and by the economic muscle of the North.
Following the end of the war, the period of American history known as Reconstruction followed. This
was a period construed in many different ways. While the states were once again united, many of the
postwar efforts divided different segments of the population and failed to achieve their goals in an
era too often remembered for carpetbaggers and scalawags, and Congressional imbroglios and
incompetent government. This one-volume dictionary, with more than 800 entries covering the
significant events, persons, politics, and economic and social themes in the U.S. Civil War and
Reconstruction, is a research tool for all levels of readers from high school and up. The extensive
chronology, introductory essay, dictionary entries, and comprehensive bibliography introduce and
lead the reader through the military and non-military actions of one of the most pivotal events in
American history.

robert e lee military career: The History of the Civil War Charles River Editors,, 2025-05-02
Americans have long been fascinated by the Civil War, marveling at the size of the battles, the
leadership of the generals, and the courage of the soldiers. Since the war's start over 150 years ago,
the battles have been subjected to endless debate among historians and the generals themselves.
The Civil War was the deadliest conflict in American history, and had the two sides realized it would
take 4 years and inflict over a million casualties, it might not have been fought. Since it did,
however, historians and history buffs alike have been studying and analyzing the biggest battles ever
since. The secession of the South was one of the seminal events in American history, but it also
remains one of the most controversial. The election of Abraham Lincoln was the impetus for
secession, but that was merely one of many events that led up to the formation of the Confederacy
and the start of the Civil War. On December 20, a little more than a month after Lincoln had been
elected the 16th president, a convention met in Charleston and passed the first ordinance of
secession by one of the United States, declaring, We, the people of the State of South Carolina in



convention assembled, do declare and ordain... that the Union now subsisting between South
Carolina and other States, under the name of 'the United States of America,' is hereby dissolved. In
January 1861, Mississippi, Florida, Alabama, Georgia, Louisiana and Kansas followed South
Carolina's lead, and the Confederate States of America was formed on February 4 in Montgomery,
Alabama, with former Secretary of War Jefferson Davis inaugurated as its President. A few weeks
later Texas joined. The Confederacy's hope of being let go in peace ended at 4:30 a.m. on the
morning of April 12, 1861, when Confederate Brigadier-General P.G.T. Beauregard ordered the first
shots to be fired at the federal garrison defending Fort Sumter in the Charleston Harbor, effectively
igniting the Civil War. For nearly 36 hours, Beauregard’s Confederates unleashed a general
bombardment from 43 guns and mortars positioned at various points across the Harbor. Unable to
effectively reply or defend themselves, Major Robert Anderson raised the white flag early in the
afternoon of April 13, bringing the first battle of the Civil War to a close. No casualties were suffered
on either side during the dueling bombardments across Charleston Harbor, but ironically two U.S.
Army soldiers were killed by an accidental explosion during the surrender ceremonies. After Fort
Sumter, the Lincoln Administration pushed for a quick invasion of Virginia, with the intent of
defeating Confederate forces and marching toward the Confederate capitol of Richmond. Lincoln
pressed Irvin McDowell to push forward. Despite the fact that McDowell knew his troops were
inexperienced and unready, pressure from the Washington politicians forced him to launch a
premature offensive against Confederate forces in Northern Virginia.
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comes fully reviewed and updated, covering the history, causes and consequences of the conflict,
providing eyewitness accounts by soldiers and civilians, key profiles of military leaders and clear
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galleries of weaponry and equipment, the treatment of wounded soldiers and information on slavery,
this is a rich, detailed account of one of the most controversial conflicts of our time. This updated
edition comes with new, highly illustrated pages on memorial sites associated with the Civil War. An
invaluable resource for schools and libraries, as well as a perfect companion for anyone interested in
military and social history.
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