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Family Consumer Science Certification: Unlocking Opportunities in a Dynamic Field

family consumer science certification is an essential credential for professionals aiming to make a
meaningful impact in areas that affect everyday living. Whether you’re passionate about nutrition,
financial literacy, child development, or community wellness, obtaining certification in family and
consumer sciences (FCS) can open doors to rewarding careers and leadership roles. This specialized
certification not only validates your expertise but also reinforces your commitment to improving the
quality of life for individuals and families.

Understanding Family Consumer Science Certification

Family consumer science is a multidisciplinary field that focuses on helping individuals and families
manage their resources effectively to achieve better health, financial stability, and overall well-being.
The certification typically covers diverse topics such as human development, nutrition, consumer
economics, housing, and family relationships. Achieving certification ensures that professionals are
equipped with current knowledge and practical skills to educate, guide, and support people in making
informed decisions.

The certification is often sought by educators, extension agents, counselors, and community program
coordinators who work directly with families or in related industries. It serves as a mark of credibility
and professionalism, boosting career prospects and enhancing the ability to secure funding or grants
for community programs.

Why Pursue a Family Consumer Science Certification?

Pursuing a family consumer science certification offers several advantages, both personally and
professionally. Here’s why many individuals choose to invest their time and effort in this credential:

Enhancing Professional Credibility

Certification demonstrates that you have met rigorous standards and possess a thorough
understanding of family and consumer science principles. This credibility can be critical when seeking
employment or promotions, especially in educational institutions, non-profits, or government agencies
focused on family welfare.

Access to Specialized Knowledge

The certification process dives deep into topics such as nutrition management, family financial
planning, textile and apparel science, and consumer education. This breadth of knowledge enables
certified professionals to provide comprehensive support tailored to the unique needs of individuals
and communities.



Broader Career Opportunities

With a family consumer science certification, professionals can explore various career paths, including
teaching at the secondary or post-secondary level, working as extension educators, developing public
health programs, or consulting in consumer sciences. The certification often aligns with licensure
requirements in some states, further broadening employment options.

Contribution to Community Well-Being

Certified professionals often play a vital role in community education, helping families develop skills
that lead to improved nutrition, financial literacy, and healthier lifestyles. The impact of this work is
far-reaching, supporting stronger families and more resilient communities.

The Certification Process: What to Expect

The pathway to obtaining family consumer science certification varies depending on the certifying
body, but a general overview includes education, examination, and sometimes practical experience.

Educational Requirements

Most certifications require candidates to have a bachelor's degree in family and consumer sciences or
a closely related field. Coursework typically covers core areas such as:

Human development and family studies

Nutrition and wellness

Consumer economics and resource management

Housing and interior design

Textiles and apparel

Some institutions may also accept degrees in education or health sciences, provided the candidate
has relevant coursework or experience in FCS topics.

Certification Exams

Candidates usually must pass a comprehensive exam that tests knowledge across multiple domains
of family consumer sciences. The exam format can include multiple-choice questions, short answers,



or case studies designed to assess practical application skills.

Practical Experience and Continuing Education

Certain certifications encourage or require applicants to demonstrate practical experience through
internships, teaching, or community outreach. Additionally, maintaining certification often involves
fulfilling continuing education credits to stay updated on the latest research, methodologies, and
industry trends.

Popular Family Consumer Science Certification
Programs

Various organizations offer certification programs tailored to different career goals within the family
consumer science field.

Certified Family and Consumer Sciences Professional (CFCS)

Administered by the American Association of Family & Consumer Sciences (AAFCS), the CFCS
credential is widely recognized. It requires meeting education and experience criteria and passing a
comprehensive exam. CFCS holders benefit from access to a professional network, resources, and
ongoing professional development opportunities.

State-Specific Teaching Certifications

For those pursuing a teaching career in family consumer sciences, many states offer specialized
certifications or endorsements. These credentials typically require a degree in FCS education,
successful completion of state exams, and student teaching experience.

Specialized Certifications

Some professionals may pursue additional certifications in niche areas such as nutrition education,
financial counseling, or early childhood development. These specialized certifications complement
family consumer science credentials and enhance expertise in specific domains.

Tips for Success in Obtaining Family Consumer Science
Certification

If you’re considering certification, here are some practical tips to guide your journey:



Research Accreditation: Ensure the certification program you choose is accredited and
recognized within the industry.

Prepare Thoroughly for Exams: Utilize study guides, practice tests, and review courses
offered by professional organizations.

Gain Practical Experience: Volunteer or intern in community programs, schools, or agencies
to deepen your understanding and application of FCS principles.

Network with Professionals: Join associations like AAFCS to connect with peers, mentors,
and experts who can provide guidance and support.

Stay Current: Commit to lifelong learning through workshops, webinars, and conferences to
keep your knowledge and skills fresh.

The Impact of Family Consumer Science Certification
on Career Growth

Holding a family consumer science certification often translates directly into career advancement.
Employers value the assurance that certified professionals bring validated expertise and a
commitment to ethical standards. This credential can lead to higher salaries, leadership roles, and
expanded responsibilities such as curriculum development or program management.

Moreover, certification enhances your ability to educate and empower communities, making your
work more impactful. Whether you’re working in schools, extension services, healthcare, or private
industry, your certification signals to clients and employers that you are a trusted resource.

Emerging Trends Influencing Family Consumer Science
Careers

As society evolves, so do the challenges and opportunities within family consumer sciences. Current
trends include a growing emphasis on sustainability, digital literacy, and mental health awareness.
Certified professionals who stay abreast of these developments can design innovative programs that
address contemporary family needs, such as teaching sustainable consumer habits or integrating
technology into financial education.

---

Family consumer science certification is more than just a credential; it’s a pathway to making a
tangible difference in people’s lives. By equipping yourself with the right knowledge, skills, and
professional validation, you position yourself at the forefront of a field dedicated to fostering
healthier, more resilient families and communities. Whether you’re starting your career or seeking
advancement, investing in this certification can be a transformative step towards meaningful work



and personal fulfillment.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is Family Consumer Science Certification?
Family Consumer Science Certification is a credential that validates an individual's knowledge and
skills in areas such as nutrition, human development, family relations, and consumer education.

Who should pursue Family Consumer Science Certification?
Individuals interested in careers related to family and consumer sciences, including educators,
nutritionists, social workers, and community program coordinators, should consider pursuing this
certification.

What are the benefits of obtaining a Family Consumer Science
Certification?
Benefits include enhanced career opportunities, professional credibility, increased knowledge in
family consumer sciences, and potential for higher salaries.

How can I prepare for the Family Consumer Science
Certification exam?
Preparation typically involves studying core topics such as human development, nutrition, family
dynamics, consumer economics, and resource management, often through courses, study guides, and
practice exams.

Are there different levels of Family Consumer Science
Certification?
Yes, some organizations offer multiple certification levels, such as entry-level, professional, and
advanced certifications, each requiring different qualifications and experience.

Where can I find accredited programs for Family Consumer
Science Certification?
Accredited programs are often offered by universities, professional organizations like the American
Association of Family & Consumer Sciences (AAFCS), and some state education departments.

How long is the Family Consumer Science Certification valid?
Certification validity varies by issuing organization but typically lasts between 3 to 5 years, with
renewal requiring continuing education or re-examination.



Additional Resources
Family Consumer Science Certification: Advancing Expertise in Household and Community Well-Being

family consumer science certification has become an increasingly valuable credential for
professionals dedicated to enhancing individual and family well-being through education, research,
and practical applications. As the field of family and consumer sciences continues to evolve, so does
the importance of standardized certification programs that validate expertise and foster career
growth. This article delves into the significance of family consumer science certification, exploring its
benefits, requirements, and impact on both practitioners and the communities they serve.

Understanding Family Consumer Science Certification

Family consumer science (FCS) encompasses a multidisciplinary approach to improving quality of life,
focusing on areas such as nutrition, financial management, child development, housing, and
consumer education. Certification in this field serves as a formal recognition of an individual's
knowledge and skills, ensuring that professionals meet established standards of competence and
ethical practice.

Unlike general academic degrees, family consumer science certification often targets practitioners
who seek to demonstrate mastery in specific subfields or advance their qualifications for roles in
education, extension services, or community programming. The credential helps to bridge the gap
between theoretical knowledge and practical application, offering a competitive advantage in a
diverse job market.

Key Certification Programs and Accrediting Bodies

Several organizations offer family consumer science certification, each with distinct criteria and focus
areas. Prominent certifications include:

Certified Family Life Educator (CFLE) – Administered by the National Council on Family
Relations (NCFR), this certification emphasizes knowledge in family dynamics, human
development, and family support services.

Certified Nutrition Specialist (CNS) – Although more focused on nutrition, this certification is
relevant for FCS professionals specializing in dietetics and wellness.

Certified Financial Educator (CFE) – Offered by various financial education organizations,
this credential supports FCS experts who provide consumer financial literacy training.

These certifications often require a combination of formal education, professional experience, and
successful completion of an examination. Candidates may also need to fulfill ongoing continuing
education requirements to maintain their credentials, ensuring that their knowledge stays current
amid evolving societal challenges.



Benefits of Obtaining Family Consumer Science
Certification

The advantages of pursuing family consumer science certification extend beyond personal
achievement. The credential enhances professional credibility, signaling to employers, clients, and
peers that an individual adheres to rigorous standards. This recognition can open doors to advanced
career opportunities in areas such as extension education, social services, public health, and
consumer advocacy.

Moreover, certification fosters a commitment to ethical practice and lifelong learning. Certified
professionals are often better equipped to design evidence-based programs, evaluate outcomes, and
contribute to policy development. For communities, this translates into more effective interventions
addressing critical issues like childhood obesity, financial insecurity, and housing instability.

Comparative Insights: Certified vs. Non-Certified Professionals

Data from industry surveys reveal that certified family consumer science professionals generally
command higher salaries and exhibit greater job stability. For example, a 2022 report from the
American Association of Family & Consumer Sciences indicated that certified individuals earn on
average 15% more than their non-certified counterparts. This disparity underscores the marketplace
value attached to validated expertise.

Additionally, certified practitioners tend to report higher job satisfaction, attributed to increased
confidence in their skills and enhanced networking opportunities through professional associations.
However, critics argue that certification processes can be costly and time-consuming, potentially
limiting access for early-career professionals or those in underserved regions.

Certification Process and Requirements

The pathway to family consumer science certification typically involves several stages designed to
assess both theoretical knowledge and practical competence.

Educational Background

Most certification bodies require candidates to hold at least a bachelor’s degree in family and
consumer sciences or a related discipline such as human development, nutrition, or social work.
Coursework usually covers areas like:

Human development and family studies

Consumer economics and financial literacy



Nutrition and wellness

Housing and interior design principles

Research methods and program evaluation

Some certifications may accept equivalent professional experience or alternative educational
pathways, but these are evaluated on a case-by-case basis.

Examination and Practical Experience

Certification exams typically assess core competencies through multiple-choice questions, case
studies, or scenario analyses. For example, the CFLE exam consists of 150 questions covering 10
content areas including family dynamics, interpersonal relationships, and policy.

In addition to exams, candidates often must document relevant work experience. This requirement
ensures that certified professionals can apply theoretical concepts in real-world settings, such as
community outreach programs, educational workshops, or counseling services.

Continuing Education and Renewal

Maintaining certification usually involves periodic renewal, which requires documentation of
continuing education units (CEUs). This provision encourages professionals to stay abreast of
emerging trends, research findings, and best practices. Continuing education may be fulfilled through
workshops, conferences, webinars, or academic coursework.

The Role of Family Consumer Science Certification in
Career Advancement

In a competitive job market, family consumer science certification can differentiate candidates and
support career progression. Employers in public health agencies, educational institutions, nonprofit
organizations, and government extension programs increasingly prefer or require certification for key
positions.

Professional Development and Networking

Certification often grants access to exclusive professional networks, mentorship programs, and
specialized resources. These platforms foster collaboration, knowledge exchange, and leadership
development. For example, members of the National Extension Association of Family & Consumer
Sciences benefit from targeted training sessions and advocacy initiatives.



Impact on Program Quality and Community Outcomes

Certified professionals are better prepared to develop, implement, and evaluate programs that
address pressing social issues. Their expertise contributes to measurable improvements in family
resilience, consumer decision-making, and health behaviors. This impact reinforces the value
proposition of certification not only for individuals but also for funders and stakeholders invested in
community well-being.

Challenges and Considerations

While family consumer science certification offers numerous benefits, prospective candidates should
weigh certain challenges:

Cost and Accessibility: Exam fees, preparatory courses, and renewal expenses may pose
financial barriers.

Standardization Issues: Variability among certifying bodies can create confusion about which
credential best aligns with career goals.

Time Commitment: Balancing certification requirements with professional and personal
obligations requires careful planning.

Despite these considerations, the overall trend indicates growing recognition of certification as a
valuable investment in professional credibility and effectiveness.

Family consumer science certification stands as a testament to the evolving professionalism within a
field dedicated to improving lives through education, research, and advocacy. By validating expertise
and fostering continuous growth, certification empowers practitioners to meet the complex challenges
facing families and communities today.

Family Consumer Science Certification
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discussing the foundations of family life education and encourage readers to develop their own
outreach philosophies. The book then helps readers learn principles and methods for reaching out to
the public and how to form and use community collaborations and use principles of social marketing
to promote programs.
  family consumer science certification: Family Life Education Carol A. Darling, Dawn
Cassidy, Sharon M. Ballard, 2022-06-29 Contemporary family life educators operate within a wide
range of settings and with increasingly varied populations and families. In the fourth edition of
Family Life Education, Carol Darling and Dawn Cassidy are pleased to have Sharon Ballard join in
the process of exposing readers to the diverse landscape of the field while laying a comprehensive,
research-based, and practical foundation for current and future family life educators. The authors,
who are CFLE Certified, consider the Certified Family Life Educator credential requirements of the
National Council on Family Relations throughout the text. Their broad overview of the field includes
a brief history and discussion of family life education as an established profession. New to this
edition is the inclusion of several models that provide insight into the discipline and practice. There
is expanded information about working with diverse audiences and the skills needed to be a
culturally competent family life educator. The addition of the personal experiences and reflections of
17 family life educators working in a variety of settings provides a meaningful context to the
continuing evolution and importance of family life education in society. The authors incorporate
theory, research, and practice while also providing guidelines for planning, implementing, and
evaluating family life education programs. Content on sexuality education, relationship and marriage
education, and parenting education highlights some of the more prevalent trends and visible forms
of family life education. Comments from 35 international colleagues representing 27 countries and 6
continents facilitate understanding the role of family life education in various international settings.
The provision of interactive classroom exercises focuses on building awareness, appreciation of
diversity, and global trends. Discussion questions and activities encourage readers to examine issues
and apply what they have learned.
  family consumer science certification: Family Life Education Lane H. Powell, Dawn
Cassidy, 2006-08-15 Contemporary family life educators must operate in a wide range of settings
and with increasingly varied populations and families. In the second edition of their successful
Family Life Education, Powell and Cassidy expertly expose readers to the diverse landscape of the
field while laying a comprehensive, practical foundation for future family life educators. The authors,
both CFLE-certified, consider the Certified Family Life Educator certification requirements of the
National Council on Family Relations throughout the text. Their broad overview of the field features
a blend of theory and practice, with full chapters on sexuality education, marriage education, and
parent educationareas that have received evaluation and certification attention. A new chapter on
global trends builds awareness and appreciation of diversity through interactive classroom
exercises. Each chapter in the book concludes with discussion questions, research problems,
independent-study activities, and case-study suggestions, all designed to challenge readers to think
for themselves.
  family consumer science certification: Requirements for Certification of Teachers,
Counselors, Librarians, Administrators for Elementary and Secondary Schools,
Eighty-Ninth Edition, 2024–2025 Alain Park, 2024-11-07 The authoritative annual guide to the
requirements for certification of teachers. This annual volume offers the most complete and current
listings of the requirements for certification of a wide range of educational professionals at the
elementary and secondary levels. Requirements for Certification is a valuable resource, making
much-needed knowledge available in one straightforward volume.
  family consumer science certification: Requirements for Certification of Teachers,
Counselors, Librarians, Administrators for Elementary and Secondary Schools,
Eighty-Third Edition, 2018–2019 Colleen M. Frankhart, 2018-11-26 This annual volume offers the
most complete and current listings of the requirements for certification of a wide range of
educational professionals at the elementary and secondary levels. Requirements for Certification is a



valuable resource, making much-needed knowledge available in one straightforward volume.
  family consumer science certification: Requirements for Certification of Teachers,
Counselors, Librarians, Administrators for Elementary and Secondary Schools, Eighty-second
Edition, 2017-2018 Colleen M. Frankhart, 2017-10-27 Why do we need such a book of requirements
in our electronic age? Since a concise, accessible summary of relevant information is not
consistently available on the Web sites of individual states, this balcony view compilation of state
certification regulations enables readers to access and compare information either about different
positions within a single state or about a single position in different states. Given the differences in
information and formats of the state Web sites, this annual volume continues to offer the most
complete and timely listings of the requirements for certification of a wide range of professionals at
the elementary and secondary school levels available in a single volume. -- Provided by publisher.
  family consumer science certification: Requirements for Certification of Teachers,
Counselors, Librarians, Administrators for Elementary and Secondary Schools,
Eighty-Eighth Edition, 2023-2024 Alain Park, 2023-11-09 The authoritative annual guide to the
requirements for certification of teachers. This annual volume offers the most complete and current
listings of the requirements for certification of a wide range of educational professionals at the
elementary and secondary levels. Requirements for Certification is a valuable resource, making
much-needed knowledge available in one straightforward volume.
  family consumer science certification: Requirements for Certification of Teachers,
Counselors, Librarians, Administrators for Elementary and Secondary Schools, Seventy-seventh
Edition, 2012-2013 Elizabeth A. Kaye, 2012-10-15 This annual volume offers the most complete and
current listings of the requirements for certification of a wide range of educational professionals at
the elementary and secondary levels. Requirements for Certification is a valuable resource, making
much-needed knowledge available in one straightforward volume.
  family consumer science certification: 2012-2013 College Admissions Data Sourcebook
Northeast Edition ,
  family consumer science certification: Requirements for Certification of Teachers,
Counselors, Librarians, Administrators for Elementary and Secondary Schools, 2005-2006,
Seventieth Edition Elizabeth A. Kaye, 2005-09 This annual volume, conveniently organized by state,
offers the most complete and current listings of the requirements for certification of a wide range of
educational professionals at the elementary and secondary levels. Changes to requirements resulting
from the federal No Child Left Behind Act, paired with state budget deficits and understaffed
certification offices, have made it especially difficult to access this information. Now more than ever,
Requirements for Certification is a valuable resource, making much-needed knowledge available in
one straightforward volume.
  family consumer science certification: CliffsTestPrep NYSTCE: Multi-Subject Content
Specialty Test (CST) American BookWorks Corporation, 2011-11-30 Your guide to a higher score
on the NYSTCE? Why CliffsTestPrep Guides? Go with the name you know and trust Get the
information you need--fast! Written by test-prep specialists About the contents: Introduction *
Overview of the test * Tips for answering multiple-choice questions Part I: Subject Review * Focused
reviews cover all subjects tested, including: English Language Arts; Mathematics; Science and
Technology; Social Studies; The Fine Arts; Health and Fitness; Family and Consumer Science and
Career Development; Foundations of Reading: Constructed-Response Assignment * Subareas focus
on specific skills within the subjects * Questions within the review sections emphasize key concepts
and skills Part II: Two Full-Length Practice Tests * Practice tests are structured like the actual test *
Answers and explanations help enhance your understanding and pinpoint areas for further review
Test-Prep Essentials from the Experts at CliffsNotes? More than Notes! CliffsAP? CliffsComplete?
CliffsQuickReview? CliffsTestPrep? CliffsStudySolver An American BookWorks Project Contributors:
Linda Anderson, MFA; Jana Dixon, EdM; Sara Dubow, PhD; Chandra J. Foote, PhD; Debrah
Goldberg, PhD; John Niman, PhD; Paula Pierson, MFA; Josette C. Seibles, PhD; Ken Springer, PhD;
Mark Turner, DMA; Laraine Wallowitz, PhD



  family consumer science certification: Graduate Students Becoming Qualitative
Researchers Char Ullman, Kate Mangelsdorf, Jair Muñoz, 2020-11-23 Through conducting an
ethnographic study about doctoral students from traditionally underrepresented groups who are
learning to conduct ethnographic research, this volume offers unique insight into the challenges and
experiences through which these students develop their skills and identities as qualitative
researchers. Foregrounding the stories and perspectives of students from minority backgrounds
including Latinx, Black, differently abled, and queer students, Graduate Students Becoming
Qualitative Researchers identifies how the process of learning to conduct ethnographic research
underpins doctoral students’ success, confidence, and persistence in the academy. Chapters follow
students during a one-year ethnographic research course during which they learn about
ethnography, and also conduct observations, write field notes, interview participants, and gather
artifacts. Offering important pedagogical insights into how ethnography and academic writing are
communicated, the text also tackles questions of access and diversity within scholarship and
highlights barriers to first-generation and minoritized students' success, including impostor
syndrome, stereotype vulnerability, and access to time, knowledge, and capital. This volume will
prove valuable to doctoral students, postgraduate researchers, scholars, and educators conducting
qualitative research across the fields of education and rhetoric, as well as the humanities and social
sciences. It will also appeal to those interested in multiculturalism and diversity within the education
sector.
  family consumer science certification: The SAGE Encyclopedia of Contemporary Early
Childhood Education Donna Couchenour, J. Kent Chrisman, 2016-03-15 The general public often
views early childhood education as either simply babysitting or as preparation for later learning. Of
course, both viewpoints are simplistic. Deep understanding of child development, best educational
practices based on development, emergent curriculum, cultural competence and applications of
family systems are necessary for high-quality early education. Highly effective early childhood
education is rare in that it requires collaboration and transitions among a variety of systems for
children from birth through eight years of age. The SAGE Encyclopedia of Contemporary Early
Childhood Education presents in three comprehensive volumes advanced research, accurate
practical applications of research, historical foundations and key facts from the field of
contemporary early childhood education. Through approximately 425 entries, this work includes all
areas of child development – physical, cognitive, language, social, emotional, aesthetic – as well as
comprehensive review of best educational practices with young children, effective preparation for
early childhood professionals and policy making practices, and addresses such questions as: · How is
the field of early childhood education defined? · What are the roots of this field of study? · How is the
history of early childhood education similar to yet different from the study of public education? ·
What are the major influences on understandings of best practices in early childhood education?
  family consumer science certification: African Americans in the Human Sciences Julia R.
Miller Arline, Vanessa P. Jackson, Jacqueline M. Holland, 2021-07-07 This book explores the role and
experience of African American women scholars and educators in the field of human, family, and
consumer sciences. Its five sections cover careers in education, the role of historically Black colleges
and universities, opportunities and challenges brought about by the internationalization of the field,
opportunities for new careers paths in the human sciences, and the current and future role of
technology. The contributors come from a variety of backgrounds with experiences in research,
teaching, outreach, and service. Taken together, the essays capture the vitality and diversity of
knowledge that has, over time, assisted in transforming the field.
  family consumer science certification: Certification and Accreditation Programs Directory
Michael A. Paré, 1996 Providing detailed profiles on certification and accreditation programmes in
the US, this book includes information on certification and accreditation programmes that denote
skill level, professionalism, accomplishment and excellence.
  family consumer science certification: American Universities and Colleges Praeger
Publishers, 2010-04-16 For well over a half century, American Universities and Colleges has been



the most comprehensive and highly respected directory of four-year institutions of higher education
in the United States. A two-volume set that Choice magazine hailed as a most important resource in
its November 2006 issue, this revised edition features the most up-to-date statistical data available
to guide students in making a smart yet practical decision in choosing the university or college of
their dreams. In addition, the set serves as an indispensable reference source for parents, college
advisors, educators, and public, academic, and high school librarians. These two volumes provide
extensive information on 1,900 institutions of higher education, including all accredited colleges and
universities that offer at least the baccalaureate degree. This essential resource offers pertinent,
statistical data on such topics as tuition, room and board; admission requirements; financial aid;
enrollments; student life; library holdings; accelerated and study abroad programs; departments and
teaching staff; buildings and grounds; and degrees conferred. Volume two of the set provides four
indexes, including an institutional Index, a subject accreditation index, a levels of degrees offered
index, and a tabular index of summary data by state. These helpful indexes allow readers to find
information easily and to make comparisons among institutions effectively. Also contained within the
text are charts and tables that provide easy access to comparative data on relevant topics.
  family consumer science certification: Handbook of Contemporary Families Marilyn
Coleman, Lawrence H Ganong, 2004 Coleman and Ganong recruited an outstanding group of
scholars to contribute to the Handbook of Contemporary Families. Authors represent a wide array of
disciplines, and the topics touch on every aspect of family life. The organization of the book is
excellent and the writing of high quality. Scholars and students alike will find the book a valuable
resource. --Alan Booth, Penn State University Marilyn Coleman and Larry Ganong have produced a
comprehensive handbook exploring the changes and challenges confronting contemporary families.
The chapters, written by some of the most distinguished social scientists studying families, give a
balanced research-based analysis of some of the most contentious issues of our time. --E. Mavis
Hetherington, University of Virginia This useful handbook brings together many of the most
important new findings and provocative ideas about America′s diverse and changing families. An
excellent resource. --Stephanie Coontz, author of The Way We Really Are: Coming to Terms with
America′s Changing Families What has happened to marriage and families? What is the current state
of families? Where are families headed? Where is family scholarship headed? As families face
challenges today brought on by events that have changed their perception of the world, there is a
need for a clear assessment of what has happened to families in the past and an examination of some
data-based theories about what is likely to happen in the future. The Handbook of Contemporary
Families explores how families have changed in the last 30 years and speculates about future trends.
Editors Marilyn Coleman and Lawrence H. Ganong, along with a multidisciplinary group of
contributors, critique the approaches used to study relationships and families while suggesting
modern approaches for the new millennium. The Handbook looks at how changes within the
contemporary family have been reflected in family law, family education, and family therapy.
Features of this Handbook: Examines a diverse array of families and relationships in which people
live, including chapters on alternative lifestyles, gay and lesbian relationships, economically
distressed families, religion and families, racial and ethnic diversity, a feminist vision for families,
older families, and the effect of computers and other technology on family relationships Includes
both a historical review and future speculation on the subjects covered in each chapter
Interdisciplinary contributors representing a variety of fields such as history, family studies,
sociology, law, therapy, social work, psychology, nursing, and human development The Handbook of
Contemporary Families is an excellent resource for advanced undergraduate and graduate students,
researchers, educators, and practitioners who study and work with families in several disciplines,
including Family Science, Human Development and Family Studies, Sociology, Marriage & Family
Therapy, and Social Work.
  family consumer science certification: Graduate and Undergraduate Study in Marriage
and Family , 2002
  family consumer science certification: Handbook of Consumer Finance Research Jing Jian



Xiao, 2016-05-30 This second edition of the authoritative resource summarizes the state of consumer
finance research across disciplines for expert findings on—and strategies for enhancing—consumers’
economic health. New and revised chapters offer current research insights into familiar concepts
(retirement saving, bankruptcy, marriage and finance) as well as the latest findings in emerging
areas, including healthcare costs, online shopping, financial therapy, and the neuroscience behind
buyer behavior. The expanded coverage also reviews economic challenges of diverse populations
such as ethnic groups, youth, older adults, and entrepreneurs, reflecting the ubiquity of monetary
issues and concerns. Underlying all chapters is the increasing importance of financial literacy
training and other large-scale interventions in an era of economic transition. Among the topics
covered: Consumer financial capability and well-being. Advancing financial literacy education using
a framework for evaluation. Financial coaching: defining an emerging field. Consumer finance of
low-income families. Financial parenting: promoting financial self-reliance of young consumers.
Financial sustainability and personal finance education. Accessibly written for researchers and
practitioners, this Second Edition of the Handbook of Consumer Finance Research will interest
professionals involved in improving consumers’ fiscal competence. It also makes a worthwhile text
for graduate and advanced undergraduate courses in economics, family and consumer studies, and
related fields.
  family consumer science certification: Ebook: Child Development: An Introduction John
Santrock, 2014-10-16 Accurate. Reliable. Engaging. These are just a few of the words used by
adopters and reviewers of John Santrock's Child Development. The new topically-organised
fourteenth edition continues with Santrock's highly contemporary tone and focus, featuring over
1,000 new citations. The popular Connections theme shows students the different aspects of
children's development to help them better understand the concepts. Used by hundreds of
thousands of students over thirteen editions, Santrock's proven learning goals system provides a
clear roadmap to course mastery.
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