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Scorched Earth Policy History: Understanding the Strategy Through the Ages

scorched earth policy history reveals a striking and often devastating
military strategy used by armies throughout the centuries. This tactic
involves deliberately destroying anything that might be useful to the enemy
while advancing through or retreating from an area. It’s a brutal method,
aimed at crippling the opponent’s resources, infrastructure, and morale,
often at great cost to the local population and environment. Exploring this
policy’s origins, evolution, and consequences offers a fascinating glimpse
into how warfare has shaped human history.

The Origins of the Scorched Earth Policy

The concept of denying resources to an enemy isn’t new; it dates back to
ancient times when survival depended heavily on controlling land and
supplies. Early civilizations quickly understood that armies needed food,
shelter, and materials to sustain themselves, so destroying these assets
could turn the tide of war.

One of the earliest recorded instances comes from the Roman Empire, where
retreating forces would burn crops and villages to prevent advancing enemies
from gaining a foothold. This tactic was not only a military necessity but
also a psychological weapon, instilling fear and uncertainty.

Medieval Warfare and Resource Denial

During the Middle Ages, scorched earth tactics became more refined. Armies
faced long campaigns with limited supply lines, so they often resorted to
razing countryside estates and stealing or destroying food stores. A famous
example is the Russian defense against the Mongol invasions, where local
populations would burn fields and villages, forcing the invaders to
overextend and suffer from starvation.

This approach was risky, as it could alienate local populations and lead to
long-term economic damage, but it was often viewed as a necessary evil in the
brutal realities of medieval warfare.

Scorched Earth in Early Modern Conflicts

As military technology advanced, so did the methods and scale of scorched
earth tactics. The Thirty Years’ War (1618-1648) in Europe showcased
widespread devastation, with armies pillaging entire regions. The destruction
was so extensive that parts of Germany took generations to recover.

The Napoleonic Wars and Russian Resistance

One of the most studied examples in scorched earth policy history is Russia’s



response to Napoleon Bonaparte’s invasion in 1812. The Russian army,
recognizing its inability to confront the superior French forces head-on,
adopted a strategy of retreat combined with widespread destruction of crops,
villages, and supplies.

This forced the French army deeper into hostile territory, struggling with
dwindling resources and harsh winter conditions. The scorched earth tactics
significantly contributed to Napoleon’s disastrous retreat and eventual
downfall. This campaign remains a textbook example of how environmental and
logistical warfare can dictate the outcome of battles.

World Wars and the Expansion of Scorched Earth
Strategies

The 20th century brought unprecedented scale and mechanization to warfare,
which in turn magnified the impact of scorched earth policies. Both World War
I and World War II saw this tactic employed extensively, often with
devastating consequences for civilian populations.

World War I: Trench Warfare and Resource Scarcity

While trench warfare dominated much of World War I, scorched earth tactics
were still used during retreats and advances. Armies destroyed railways,
bridges, and crops to slow enemy movements. The war’s total nature meant that
civilian infrastructure became a legitimate military target, blurring the
lines between combatants and non-combatants.

World War II: Total War and Widespread Destruction

World War II took scorched earth policies to a new level. The German army
famously implemented these tactics during their retreat on the Eastern Front
to impede the Soviet advance. Similarly, the Soviet forces applied scorched
earth methods during their initial withdrawals.

One particularly harrowing example is the destruction of the Vietnamese
countryside during the Vietnam War, where the U.S. military used defoliants
and bombings to deny the enemy cover and supplies. Though this postdates
World War II, it underscores the evolution of scorched earth tactics into
environmental warfare.

Modern Implications and Ethical Considerations

In today’s warfare, scorched earth policies are less common due to
international laws and increased awareness of humanitarian consequences. The
Geneva Conventions and other treaties explicitly prohibit unnecessary
destruction of civilian property and resources. However, the underlying
principle of denying resources to the enemy persists in different forms.



Environmental and Human Costs

The scorched earth policy history is not just about military strategy; it
also highlights profound humanitarian and environmental costs. Destroying
crops, water supplies, and infrastructure leads to famine, displacement, and
long-term ecological damage. These effects often outlast the conflicts
themselves, leaving scars on the affected regions for decades or even
centuries.

Lessons for Contemporary Conflicts

Understanding scorched earth tactics provides critical insights for modern
military planners and policymakers. It serves as a cautionary tale about the
balance between military necessity and humanitarian impact. Contemporary
conflicts emphasize precision strikes and minimizing collateral damage,
reflecting lessons learned from the past.

Moreover, reconstruction and reconciliation efforts in post-conflict zones
often focus on restoring what scorched earth policies have destroyed,
emphasizing the importance of protecting civilian infrastructure.

Notable Examples of Scorched Earth Policy
Through History

To better grasp the varied applications of scorched earth tactics, here are
some key historical examples:

The First Anglo-Boer War (1880-1881): British forces implemented
scorched earth tactics to suppress insurgents by destroying farms and
supplies in South Africa.

The American Civil War (1861-1865): Union General William Tecumseh
Sherman’s "March to the Sea" involved widespread destruction of
Confederate resources to cripple the South’s war effort.

The Second Sino-Japanese War (1937-1945): Chinese forces used scorched
earth policies to deny Japanese invaders resources, often at great cost
to their own people.

Each of these instances reflects different motivations and consequences but
shares the common theme of total warfare where destruction is wielded as a
strategic weapon.

Conclusion in Context

As we reflect on scorched earth policy history, it becomes clear that this
strategy has been a double-edged sword—effective in military terms but often
devastating for civilian populations and landscapes. Its use has evolved



alongside warfare technology and international norms, highlighting the
complex interplay between strategy, ethics, and human cost.

By studying these historical applications, we gain a deeper understanding of
how armies have fought to control not just territory but the very means of
survival, and why modern warfare increasingly seeks alternatives that protect
civilians and preserve the environment whenever possible.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the scorched earth policy in history?

The scorched earth policy is a military strategy that involves destroying
anything that might be useful to the enemy while advancing through or
withdrawing from an area, including crops, infrastructure, and resources.

When was the scorched earth policy first used
historically?

While the exact first use is difficult to pinpoint, scorched earth tactics
date back to ancient times, with one of the earliest recorded uses by the
Scythians against Darius I of Persia in the 6th century BCE.

How was the scorched earth policy used during the
Napoleonic Wars?

During Napoleon's invasion of Russia in 1812, Russian forces employed a
scorched earth policy by burning crops and villages to deny resources to the
advancing French army, contributing significantly to Napoleon's disastrous
retreat.

What role did the scorched earth policy play in the
American Civil War?

Union General William Tecumseh Sherman used a scorched earth policy during
his March to the Sea, destroying Confederate infrastructure, crops, and
resources to weaken the Southern war effort.

Did the scorched earth policy have ethical
implications historically?

Yes, the scorched earth policy has often been criticized for its harsh impact
on civilian populations, leading to suffering, famine, and long-term economic
damage in affected regions.

How was the scorched earth policy implemented during
World War II?

In World War II, both Axis and Allied forces used scorched earth tactics;
notably, the Soviet Union destroyed infrastructure and resources during
retreats to slow the German advance on the Eastern Front.



What was the impact of the scorched earth policy on
civilian populations?

Civilian populations often suffered devastating consequences from scorched
earth tactics, including displacement, famine, and destruction of homes and
livelihoods.

Can the scorched earth policy be considered a war
crime?

While scorched earth tactics are not inherently illegal, targeting civilian
populations and non-combatant resources can violate international laws and be
considered war crimes under certain circumstances.

Are there modern examples of the scorched earth
policy?

Yes, elements of scorched earth tactics have appeared in modern conflicts,
such as during the Vietnam War and various insurgencies, where resources are
destroyed to deny enemy use.

What are the strategic advantages of using a scorched
earth policy?

The scorched earth policy can slow or halt enemy advances by depriving them
of food, shelter, and supplies, forcing them to overextend supply lines and
weakening their operational capabilities.

Additional Resources
Scorched Earth Policy History: A Strategic Military Approach Through Time

Scorched earth policy history reveals a controversial military tactic that
has been employed across various conflicts and eras, often leaving lasting
scars on both landscapes and societies. This strategy involves the deliberate
destruction of resources—crops, infrastructure, and anything potentially
useful to an advancing enemy—to hamper their progress and weaken their
capacity to wage war. While effective in certain contexts, the scorched earth
approach has also sparked ethical debates due to its devastating impacts on
civilian populations and environments.

Tracing the evolution of scorched earth tactics provides insight into the
complexities of warfare strategy and the often harsh realities of conflict.
From ancient battles to modern confrontations, this policy reflects a grim
calculus where military advantage is weighed against humanitarian cost.

Origins and Early Instances of Scorched Earth
Tactics

The concept of denying resources to an enemy is ancient, with some of the
earliest recorded instances dating back to antiquity. Historical texts



suggest that armies during the Roman Empire and even earlier civilizations
occasionally resorted to burning crops and destroying supplies to starve
their foes. One of the earliest well-documented cases is attributed to the
Scythians in the 4th century BCE, who employed fire and destruction to resist
invaders.

In medieval warfare, scorched earth tactics became more systematic. During
the Mongol invasions across Asia and Europe in the 13th century, the Mongol
armies frequently razed cities and farmlands to prevent enemies from
regrouping or resupplying. This ruthless strategy contributed to their rapid
expansion but also incited terror across regions.

The Thirty Years' War and Systematic Destruction

The Thirty Years' War (1618–1648), one of Europe's most devastating
conflicts, witnessed widespread use of scorched earth policies. Armies
deliberately destroyed crops, villages, and infrastructure to deny resources
to their opponents. This period marked a shift towards more organized and
strategic implementation of resource denial, often coordinated with broader
military campaigns.

The consequences were catastrophic: famine and disease spread alongside the
conflict, exacerbated by the deliberate destruction of food supplies. This
war underscored how scorched earth tactics could amplify human suffering
beyond the battlefield.

Scorched Earth in the Napoleonic Wars

Perhaps one of the most famous examples of scorched earth policy history
emerges from the Napoleonic Wars, particularly during Napoleon Bonaparte’s
1812 invasion of Russia. Facing the massive French army, Russian commanders
adopted a strategic withdrawal combined with scorched earth tactics. As
Russian forces retreated, they destroyed crops, livestock, and villages along
their path, leaving little for the French to seize.

This tactic significantly contributed to the catastrophic failure of
Napoleon’s campaign. The French army, unable to sustain itself in the harsh
Russian winter and deprived of local resources, suffered massive casualties
from starvation, exposure, and continuous guerrilla attacks. The Russian
scorched earth policy demonstrated how environmental and logistical warfare
could decisively alter the course of a military campaign.

Key Features of the Russian Scorched Earth Strategy

Systematic destruction of food supplies and shelter

Use of vast geographic distances to stretch enemy supply lines

Integration with guerrilla warfare and local resistance

Exploitation of harsh environmental conditions



This approach emphasized the importance of denying an invading force any
opportunity for sustenance, effectively turning nature itself into a weapon.

Modern Applications and Ethical Considerations

In the 20th century, scorched earth policies continued to be used in various
conflicts, often with significant civilian repercussions. During World War
II, the Soviet Union again employed scorched earth tactics during the German
invasion in 1941, destroying infrastructure and resources during their
retreats to slow the Wehrmacht’s advance.

Similarly, the Japanese military used scorched earth tactics during retreats
in the Pacific theater, while the German Wehrmacht applied such tactics on
the Eastern Front during their retreats from Soviet advances.

The Vietnam War also saw elements of scorched earth strategies, notably in
the form of defoliation campaigns like Operation Ranch Hand, where the U.S.
military sprayed herbicides to destroy forest cover and crops used by Viet
Cong forces. This had long-term environmental and health consequences,
illustrating how scorched earth tactics have evolved beyond mere physical
destruction to include ecological warfare.

Pros and Cons of Scorched Earth Tactics

Pros:

Effectively disrupts enemy supply chains and morale

Can buy critical time for defensive regrouping or counterattacks

May deter or delay enemy advances

Cons:

Severe impact on civilian populations, including displacement and
famine

Long-term environmental degradation and economic damage

Potential to incite hatred and resistance among affected populations

The dual nature of scorched earth policies makes them a subject of intense
debate among military historians and ethicists alike.



Comparative Analysis: Scorched Earth vs. Other
Denial Strategies

While scorched earth tactics focus on destruction, other military strategies
aim to deny resources through control rather than annihilation. For example,
blockades and sieges restrict enemy access to supplies without necessarily
destroying local assets. The choice between destruction and control depends
on multiple factors, including the nature of the conflict, the terrain, and
the strategic objectives.

Scorched earth policies tend to be employed when retreating forces lack the
strength for direct confrontation or when commanders prioritize long-term
denial over short-term occupation. However, the collateral damage often means
that these tactics are reserved for desperate or total war scenarios.

Environmental and Societal Impact Over Time

The environmental consequences of scorched earth policies can last for
decades. Destroyed farmlands may become infertile, and deforestation or
infrastructure loss can cripple regional economies. Societally, populations
caught in the path of such destruction often suffer from displacement,
poverty, and trauma, which can fuel ongoing cycles of conflict.

Understanding the scorched earth policy history thus involves recognizing the
balance between military necessity and humanitarian cost—a balance that
continues to challenge policymakers and military strategists today.

As conflict evolves with technological advancements and changing norms of
warfare, the legacy of scorched earth tactics remains relevant. Its history
serves as a stark reminder of the lengths to which combatants may go to
secure victory, and the profound consequences such choices impose on nations
and peoples.

Scorched Earth Policy History
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of Rome, Queen Nzinga Mbande, who fought against the Portuguese slave trade, and Dahia
al-Kahina, who defended North Africa from Arab invasion. These extraordinary women, often
overshadowed by their male counterparts, ruled with unparalleled strategy, pride, and ferocity,
navigating their nations through intense battles and radical changes. From the great Pharaoh
Hatshepsut of Egypt to Queen Makeda of Sheba, whose legacy is intertwined with the legends of
King Solomon, these rulers are the unsung champions of ancient history. In this volume Clark brings
these remarkable figures to life, drawing from excellent sources to illuminate their conquests and
reigns. A treasure trove for scholars and history enthusiasts alike, this book offers a compelling
exploration of the women who fiercely defended their lands and people, and whose stories are finally
being told.
  scorched earth policy history: History of The Ancient World: 250 Surprising Facts from
Ancient North Africa's Empires Andrea Febrian, Uncover the Lost Worlds of Ancient Africa! Think
you know Ancient History? Journey beyond the familiar pyramids to the vibrant, epic heart of
Ancient Africa! This captivating book reveals a world of mighty Ancient Empires, legendary figures,
and pivotal moments often overlooked in conventional narratives. Discover the breathtaking scope of
North Africa History, a crossroads where civilizations clashed, cultures blended, and the fate of the
Mediterranean was forged. Prepare to be amazed by stories lost to the sands of time. From Pharaohs
to Roman Governors: 250 Fascinating Facts History of The Ancient World: 250 Surprising Facts from
Ancient North Africa's Empires delves into the captivating past of this crucial region. Forget dry
dates and dense texts; immerse yourself in easily digestible History Facts that bring this era to life.
Explore the dazzling heights of Ancient Egypt History within its wider African context, journey south
to the powerful Kingdom of Kush and its enigmatic pyramids, relive the rise and fall of maritime
might found in Carthage History, understand the enduring legacy explored in Berber History, and
witness the vast influence detailed in Roman Empire History. This unique collection, essential among
History Books exploring the era, uncovers surprising Ancient History Facts spanning millennia. Did
you know North Africa was once a lush savanna? That Berber queens fiercely resisted invaders?
How did Hannibal’s elephants cross the Alps during the Punic Wars? What secrets do recent
Archaeology Discoveries reveal about Ancient Cultures? Learn about daily life under Roman North
Africa, the spread of Christianity, and the eventual arrival of Islam. Delve into the interconnected
world of Ancient Africa Egypt Kush Berber Carthage. Understand the rise and fall of legendary
African History Civilizations Empires Facts. Grasp the complex dynamics of North Africa Roman
Mediterranean Punic Wars and explore the region's vital role in Mediterranean History. Witness the
legacy of Ancient Civilizations Egypt Kush Carthage. This volume examines how Roman Empire
North Africa Mediterranean connections shaped this dynamic landscape, providing crucial context
within World History Ancient. Perfect for students, history enthusiasts, and anyone curious about the
world's rich past, these Ancient History Facts Books Discoveries offer a compelling overview.
Understand the battles, the trade, the beliefs, and the triumphs of peoples who shaped a continent.
Don't miss this essential guide to a forgotten chapter of our collective past. Add this fascinating
exploration of Ancient Civilizations to your cart and begin your journey through Ancient North Africa
today!
  scorched earth policy history: A History of Counterinsurgency Gregory Fremont-Barnes,
2015-05-05 This two-volume history of counterinsurgency covers all the major and many of the
lesser known examples of this widespread and enduring form of conflict, addressing the various
measures employed in the attempt to overcome the insurgency and examining the individuals and
organizations responsible for everything from counterterrorism to infrastructure building. How and
when should counterinsurgency be pursued as insurgency is growing in frequency and, conversely,
while conventional warfare continues to decline as a means by which political rivals seek to impose
their will upon each other? What lessons from the past should today's policymakers, strategists,
military leaders, and soldiers in the field keep in mind while facing off against 21st-century
insurgents? This two-volume set offers a comprehensive history of modern counterinsurgency,
covering the key examples of this widespread and enduring form of conflict. It identifies the political,



military, social, and economic measures employed in attempting to overcome insurgency, examining
the work of the individuals and organizations involved, demonstrating how success and failure
dictated change from established policy, and carefully analyzing the results. Readers will gain
valuable insight from the detailed assessments of the history of counterinsurgency that demonstrate
which strategies have succeeded and which have failed—and why. After an introductory essay on the
subject, each chapter provides historical background to the insurgency being addressed before
focusing on the specific policies pursued and actions taken by the counterinsurgency force. Each
section also provides an assessment of those operations, including in most cases an analysis of
lessons learned and, where appropriate, their relevance to counterinsurgency operations today. The
set's coverage spans modern counterinsurgencies from Europe to Asia to Africa since 1900 and
includes the ongoing counterinsurgency operations in Afghanistan today. Its wide, international
approach to the subject makes the set a prime resource for readers seeking specific information on a
particular conflict or a better understanding of the general theories and practices of
counterinsurgency.
  scorched earth policy history: War Tactics: A Historical Retrospective Pasquale De Marco,
2025-08-10 Throughout history, warfare has been an intrinsic part of the human experience. From
the earliest battles fought with clubs and spears to the modern-day conflicts waged with advanced
technology, war has shaped the course of civilizations, tested the limits of human endurance, and
raised fundamental questions about the nature of humanity itself. In this comprehensive volume,
renowned military historian Pasquale De Marco delves into the multifaceted world of warfare,
exploring its origins, evolution, and enduring impact on societies around the globe. Through a series
of thought-provoking chapters, Pasquale De Marco examines the strategies, tactics, and
technologies that have defined different eras of warfare, from the ancient Greeks and Romans to the
American Civil War and the two World Wars. This book is not simply a chronicle of battles and
campaigns. It is a deep dive into the human factors that have driven warfare throughout history.
Pasquale De Marco explores the political, economic, and social forces that have led to conflicts, as
well as the psychological and emotional toll that war takes on soldiers and civilians alike. **War
Tactics: A Historical Retrospective** is a must-read for anyone who wants to understand the
complex and often contradictory nature of warfare. It is a book that will challenge your assumptions,
broaden your perspectives, and leave you with a deeper appreciation for the human spirit. This book
is written in a clear and engaging style, making it accessible to readers of all backgrounds. It is also
fully illustrated with maps, diagrams, and photographs, which help to bring the history of warfare to
life. Whether you are a student of history, a military enthusiast, or simply someone who wants to
learn more about the impact of war on our world, **War Tactics: A Historical Retrospective** is the
book for you. If you like this book, write a review!
  scorched earth policy history: A Concise History of Afghanistan in 25 Volumes Hamid Wahed
Alikuzai, 2013-10 Afghanistan Literature is World's greatest and richest - without Afghan- Literature
no European (German, French, Spanish or English) Literature would exist today The Vedas,
Zoroastrian, and Buddhist, among the oldest known Literature of Afghanistan, originating from the
Great capital of Bactria present day Balkh, and Aria present day Herat, Sanskrit is the reference to
the original history of Afghanistan. The Saxon Europeans' influence during the Great Games of the
mid nineteenth century affected the Afghan language, religion and Territories' size, which previously
had extended from India to North Africa at 2.6 million square kilometers. The Great Games
continued at any cost evolving into present-day conflicts of 2013.
  scorched earth policy history: The Obliteration Doctrine Dan Steinbock, 2025-08-01 The
Obliteration Doctrine tackles the deadliest canon of 21st century warfare. It addresses the abject
devastation that this military doctrine has wrought, how it was done and those responsible. It puts
the Genocide Convention’s failure to punish and prevent this crime under close scrutiny. The
Obliteration Doctrine combines lethal forms of warfare—scorched-earth military tactics, collective
punishment and civilian victimization—with indiscriminate area bombing and counterinsurgency
operations. What’s new about this form of warfare is the chilling mix of artificial intelligence and



genocidal atrocities in violation of international law, the very foundations of international society
and all human life. This book shows how the doctrine’s implementation in Gaza was facilitated by the
United States, with Germany, the UK, Italy and Canada as strategic partners. While Israel pulled the
trigger in Gaza, the weaponry and financial and diplomatic support came from the US-led West.
Hence their complicity in the fatal carnage. The rise of this deadly doctrine has been enabled by the
West’s long opposition to genocide prevention, which Raphael Lemkin’s quest for effective
legislation failed to overcome. Fearful of its vulnerability, the West succeeded in excluding and
diluting core parts of the Genocide Convention addressing colonial atrocities, cultural genocide,
political killings, and ethnic cleansing. Enforcement was repressed throughout the Cold War, and
the few tribunals afterward soon proved inadequate. The West undermined genocide prevention by
shunning preparatory attacks, early warnings and incitement prosecution. Ex post facto justice
records but doesn’t preempt genocides. Stunningly, the Obliteration Doctrine was largely perfected
institutionally by Israel two decades before October 7, 2023, yet the international community failed
to prevent its further implementation, which its proponents openly pledged to deploy in the “next
war.” That said, a broad variety of legal efforts have been launched against Israel and its complicit
Western allies in international and domestic courts by many activists and countries increasingly in
and by the Global South. The erasure of Gaza reflects the tragic inability of the Genocide Convention
to prevent the genocides it was created to identify, preempt and punish. The Obliteration Doctrine
has set a horrendous precedent, providing a template for new and far worse “final solutions” to be
unleashed on entire nations
  scorched earth policy history: A History of the Laws of War: Volume 3 Alexander
Gillespie, 2011-10-07 This unique work of reference traces the origins of the modern laws of warfare
from the earliest times to the present day. Relying on written records from as far back as 2400 BCE,
and using sources ranging from the Bible to Security Council Resolutions, the author pieces together
the history of a subject which is almost as old as civilisation itself. The author shows that as long as
humanity has been waging wars it has also been trying to find ways of legitimising different forms of
combatants and ascribing rules to them, protecting civilians who are either inadvertently or
intentionally caught up between them, and controlling the use of particular classes of weapons that
may be used in times of conflict. Thus it is that this work is divided into three substantial parts:
Volume 1 on the laws affecting combatants and captives; Volume 2 on civilians; and Volume 3 on the
law of arms control. This third volume deals with the question of the control of weaponry, from the
Bronze Age to the Nuclear Age. In doing so, it divides into two parts: namely, conventional weapons
and Weapons of Mass Destruction. The examination of the history of arms control of conventional
weapons begins with the control of weaponry so that one side could achieve a military advantage
over another. This pattern, which only began to change centuries after the advent of gunpowder,
was later supplemented by ideals to control types of conventional weapons because their impacts
upon opposing combatants were inhumane. By the late twentieth century, the concerns over
inhumane conventional weapons were being supplemented by concerns over indiscriminate
conventional weapons. The focus on indiscriminate weapons, when applied on a mass scale, is the
core of the second part of the volume. Weapons of Mass Destruction are primarily weapons of the
latter half of the twentieth century. Although both chemical and biological warfare have long
historical lineages, it was only after the Second World War that technological developments meant
that these weapons could be applied to cause large-scale damage to non-combatants. thi is unlike
uclear weapons, which are a truly modern invention. Despite being the newest Weapon of Mass
Destruction, they are also the weapon of which most international attention has been applied,
although the frameworks by which they were contained in the last century, appear inadequate to
address the needs of current times. As a work of reference this set of three books is unrivalled, and
will be of immense benefit to scholars and practitioners researching and advising on the laws of
warfare. It also tells a story which throws fascinating new light on the history of international law
and on the history of warfare itself.
  scorched earth policy history: Japan's Historical Disputes with Neighboring States



Dmitry Streltsov, 2024-10-23 This book examines Japan’s relationships with China, Russia, the states
of the Korean Peninsula, and Taiwan. Analyzing key points of conflict, their roots, and current
relations, it highlights their significance for each country. Avoiding a focus on sensitive issues of the
historical past per se, it provides a Russian perspective on their impact in Japan and neighboring
states, their place in the domestic political discourse, the image of modern Japan in the eyes of
political elites and the public and assesses the prospects for improving unfavorable mutual
perceptions. Problems of the historical past remain a significant factor in the deterioration of Japan’s
relations with China, South Korea, and Russia. Notions of national prestige and historical disputes
appear with increasing frequency on the international political agenda in East Asia, driven largely by
the economic and military rise of China and the changing military-political balance of power in the
region. The book will be of interest to scholars and students of area studies and international
relations, especially those specializing in East Asian Studies, Japanese studies, the politics of
memory in IR, and problems of national identity.
  scorched earth policy history: The Routledge History of the Second World War Paul R.
Bartrop, 2021-11-08 The Routledge History of the Second World War sums up the latest trends in
the scholarship of that conflict, covering a range of major themes and issues. The book delivers a
thematic analysis of the many ways in which study of the Second World War can take place,
considering international, transnational, and global approaches, and serves as a major jumping off
point for further research into the specific fields covered by each of the expert authors. It
demonstrates the global and total nature of the Second World War, giving due coverage to the
conflict in all major theatres and through the lens of the key combatants and neutrals, examines
issues of race, gender, ideology, and society during the war, and functions as a textbook to educate
students as to the trends that have taken place in how the conflict has been (and can be) interpreted
in the modern world. Divided into twelve parts that cover central themes of the conflict, including
theatres of war, leadership, societies, occupation, secrecy and legacies, it enables those with no
memory of war to approach it with a view to comprehending what it was all about and places the
history of this conflict into a context that is international, transnational, and institutional. This is a
comprehensive and accessible reference volume for anyone interested in the most up to date
scholarship on this major conflict. Chapter 18 of this book is freely available as a downloadable Open
Access PDF under a Creative Commons Attribution-Non Commercial-No Derivatives 4.0 license
available at http://www.taylorfrancis.com
  scorched earth policy history: History's Erratics David M. Emmons, 2024-10-22 As Ice Age
glaciers left behind erratics, so the external forces of history tumbled the Irish into America.
Existing both out of time and out of space, a diverse range of these Roman-Catholic immigrants saw
their new country in a much different way than did the Protestants who settled and claimed it. These
erratics chose backward looking tradition and independence over assimilation and embraced a
quintessentially Irish form of subversiveness that arose from their culture, faith, and working-class
outlook. David M. Emmons draws on decades of research and thought to plumb the mismatch of
values between Protestant Americans hostile to Roman Catholicism and the Catholic Irish strangers
among them. Joining ethnicity and faith to social class, Emmons explores the unique form of
dissidence that arose when Catholic Irish workers and their sympathizers rejected the beliefs and
symbols of American capitalism. A vibrant and original tour de force, History’s Erratics explores the
ancestral roots of Irish nonconformity and defiance in America.
  scorched earth policy history: Rethinking Historical Time Marek Tamm, Laurent Olivier,
2019-08-22 Is time out of joint? For the past two centuries, the dominant Western time regime has
been future-oriented and based on the linear, progressive and homogeneous concept of time. Over
the last few decades, there has been a shift towards a new, present-oriented regime or 'presentism',
made up of multiple and percolating temporalities. Rethinking Historical Time engages with this
change of paradigm, providing a timely overview of cutting-edge interdisciplinary approaches to this
new temporal condition. Marek Tamm and Laurent Olivier have brought together an international
team of scholars working in history, anthropology, archaeology, geography, philosophy, literature



and visual studies to rethink the epistemological consequences of presentism for the study of past
and to discuss critically the traditional assumptions that underpin research on historical time.
Beginning with an analysis of presentism, the contributors move on to explore in historical and
critical terms the idea of multiple temporalities, before presenting a series of case studies on the
variability of different forms of time in contemporary material culture.
  scorched earth policy history: War and Revolution in South China Edward J. M. Rhoads,
2021-09-10 In War and Revolution in South China, Edward Rhoads recounts his childhood and early
teenage years during the Sino-Japanese War and the early postwar years. Rhoads came from a
biracial family. His father was an American professor while his Chinese mother was a typist and
stenographer. In the late 1930s and the 1940s, the Rhoads family lived through the turbulent years
in southern China and Hong Kong. The book follows Rhoads’ childhood in Guangzhou, his family’s
evacuation to Hong Kong, his father’s internment and repatriation to the United States, and his and
his mother’s flight to Free China. He recalls his reunion with family members in northern
Guangdong Province in 1943, their retreat to China’s wartime capital of Chongqing, where his father
worked for the American government, and how they returned to Guangzhou after the war. The
Rhoads family then witnessed the socioeconomic recovery in the city and the regime change in 1949.
The book ends with their departure from China to the United States in 1951, a year and a half after
the Communist revolution. The book fills an important gap in the scholarship by examining the
impact of the Sino-Japanese War in southern China from the perspective of one family. Rhoads
reveals that the war in this region, while often neglected by scholars, was in fact no less turbulent
than it was in northern and central China. He combines autobiography with serious historical
research to reconstruct the lives of his family, consulting a large number of archival documents,
private correspondence, and scholarly literature to produce a rare study that is both scholarly and
accessible. “This book is a very timely reminder that one should look at the experience of China
during the Second Sino-Japanese War and the Second World War from a regional perspective in
order to understand the diverse historical experience of the people from different geographical,
ethnic, cultural, and social backgrounds.” —Chi-man Kwong, Hong Kong Baptist University “A
pleasure to read and of compelling interest, Edward Rhoads’ book explores the more benign side of
the foreign influence in modern China: the introduction of modern educational institutions. The
intriguing lens through which we look is his biracial family, their multiple flights across southern
China as refugees escaping war, and their eventual expulsion from China.” —Stephen Davies, The
University of Hong Kong
  scorched earth policy history: Sincerity and Other Works Donald Meltzer, 2018-05-30 The
author formulates here the existence of an anxiety apparatus whose functioning is a part of the ego
and the personality structure and illustrates how in attacking this apparatus the ego is attacking
itself. An example is given of the workings of the death instinct, and a differentiation is made
between the ego's defence mechanisms and other pathological character devices.
  scorched earth policy history: Maritime Strategy and Sea Control Milan Vego, 2016-04-14
This book focuses on the key naval strategic objectives of obtaining and maintaining sea control.
During times of war, sea control, or the ability of combatants to enjoy naval dominance, plays a
crucial role in that side’s ability to attain overall victory. This book explains and analyzes in much
greater detail sea control in all its complexities, and describes the main methods of obtaining and
maintaining it. Building on the views of naval classical thinkers, this book utilizes historical examples
to illustrate the main methods of sea control. Each chapter focuses on a particular method, including
destroying the enemy forces by a decisive action, destroying enemy forces over time-attrition,
containing enemy fleet, choke point control, and capturing important enemy's positions/basing area,
The aim is to provide a comprehensive theory and practice of the struggle for sea control at the
operational level. It should therefore provide a guide to practitioners on how to plan and conduct
operational warfare at sea. The book will be of much interest to students of naval strategy, defence
studies and security studies.
  scorched earth policy history: The Men Who Lost Singapore, 1938-1942 Ronald McCrum,



2017-02-28 The British military failure against the Japanese invasion of Singapore in 1942 is a
well-documented and closely examined episode. While attention is frequently drawn to the role of
the Colonial Governor and his staff during this period, the actions of the civil authorities have not
been subjected to the same rigorous scrutiny. In this book, Ronald McCrum undertakes a close
examination of the role and the responsibilities of the colonial authorities both in the lead-up to the
war and during it. He contends that the colonial government, by pursuing different priorities,
needlessly created distraction and confusion. Additionally, the poor, even hostile, relations that
developed between the local government and the British military hierarchy impeded a joint approach
to the growing threat and affected the course of this campaign. McCrum displays how the inept
management of civil defence led to unnecessary loss of civilian life.
  scorched earth policy history: Instrumentalizing the Past Jan Rydel, Stefan Troebst,
2022-09-20 In today's world, we can point to many international disputes and interstate conflicts
fueled by past events. Historical resentments or memories of past suffering or fame are often used to
justify political, economic and even territorial demands. Inter-state disputes and historical conflicts
should be understood as evidence of political and social tensions related to active, serious
differences in the assessment of the common past. The book explains the role of such conflicts in
international relations and suggests ways of classifying them. It presents examples of the
internationally relevant instrumentalisation of history from different regions of the world and
outlines ways of overcoming them.
  scorched earth policy history: The Educational Role of the Family Martha Harris, Donald
Meltzer, 2013-02-01 This tract was commissioned from Donald Meltzer and Martha Harris in 1976
by the Organisation for Economic and Cultural Development as part of a project to develop policies
and programmes that would support families in their educational task. It was included in Sincerity:
Collected Papers of Donald Meltzer ed. A. Hahn (1994) but has never until now been published as an
independent work in English, though it has been published in French, Spanish and Italian and has
had extensive use in those countries by therapists, teachers, teacher-trainers and social workers.It is
a unique work owing to its integration of a psychoanalytical theory of learning with an ecological
conception of how the various systems involved in the educational process are interconnected, and
as such is still of great present-day relevance, both to clinical and educational practitioners and to
policy-makers.
  scorched earth policy history: Dynamics and Conflicts in a Cross-Border Region Mónica
Toussaint, Marisol Garzón, 2023-04-07 This volume explores several issues pertinent to the history
of the cross-border region between Mexico, Guatemala and Belize from new explanatory approaches
in order to reflect on a history and a reality that are shared by three neighbouring societies,
emphasizing the actors and local practices that shape cross-border dynamics. This analysis is
contributed by eight specialists who study aspects that are fundamental to our understanding of a
process involving various persons and institutions in a specific space. Dynamics and Conflicts in a
Cross-Border Region addresses an issue of current relevance through studies that focus on the
problems inhabitants of the region have faced over the years: the realities of a porous border; the
existence of family, trade and cultural ties that surpass the administrative limits negotiated by the
states late in the 19th century; the impact of the internal conflicts of neighbour countries in the
border space; experiences of exile and refuge at the border and the violence they entail; the role of
local authorities in managing regional problems; the pending task of cross-border territorial
organization; the efforts of local institutions to promote regional development; and the presence of
phenomena like contraband, drug trafficking, organized crime and human trafficking in an
increasingly complex and challenging space. This provides a way to use the region’s history as a
springboard for conceiving of mechanisms by which we can together face the challenges presented
today to the inhabitants of the cross-border region between Mexico, Guatemala and Belize. This
book will be a valuable resource for students and scholars of Latin American history and Social
History.
  scorched earth policy history: The Oxford Handbook of the Responsibility to Protect



Alex Bellamy, Tim Dunne, 2016-06-23 The Responsibility to Protect (R2P) is intended to provide an
effective framework for responding to crimes of genocide, ethnic cleansing, war crimes, and crimes
against humanity. It is a response to the many conscious-shocking cases where atrocities - on the
worst scale - have occurred even during the post 1945 period when the United Nations was built to
save us all from the scourge of genocide. The R2P concept accords to sovereign states and
international institutions a responsibility to assist peoples who are at risk - or experiencing - the
worst atrocities. R2P maintains that collective action should be taken by members of the United
Nations to prevent or halt such gross violations of basic human rights. This Handbook, containing
contributions from leading theorists, and practitioners (including former foreign ministers and
special advisors), examines the progress that has been made in the last 10 years; it also looks
forward to likely developments in the next decade.
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