phd in humanitarian studies

PhD in Humanitarian Studies: A Pathway to Impactful Change

phd in humanitarian studies offers an exciting and meaningful journey for
those passionate about addressing global challenges such as conflict,
displacement, poverty, and human rights violations. This advanced degree is
designed to equip scholars and practitioners with the knowledge, research
skills, and critical perspectives necessary to influence humanitarian
policies and practices worldwide. Whether you are interested in academic
research, policy development, or fieldwork with international organizations,
pursuing a PhD in humanitarian studies can open doors to impactful careers
that contribute to making the world a better place.

What is a PhD in Humanitarian Studies?

At its core, a PhD in humanitarian studies is a research-focused program that
delves into the complex issues surrounding humanitarian crises and responses.
Unlike professional degrees that emphasize practical skills, a PhD emphasizes
original research that advances understanding and innovation in the field.
Students explore topics like disaster management, forced migration,
humanitarian ethics, international law, and global development, often from
interdisciplinary perspectives that combine sociology, political science,
law, and public health.

This degree is ideal for those who want to contribute new knowledge to
humanitarian scholarship, influence how aid is delivered, or shape policies
that protect vulnerable populations. Graduates often become university
professors, researchers for think tanks, advisors for NGOs, or consultants
for international bodies such as the United Nations or the International Red
Cross.

Key Areas of Study in Humanitarian PhD Programs

Humanitarian studies is inherently interdisciplinary, so PhD candidates
typically engage with a broad range of subjects. Here are some essential
areas you might encounter:

Humanitarian Policy and Practice

Understanding the frameworks that govern humanitarian action is crucial. This
includes analyzing international humanitarian law, the role of governmental
and non-governmental agencies, and how policies impact aid delivery during



emergencies.

Forced Migration and Refugee Studies

One of the central concerns of humanitarian studies involves the displacement
of people due to conflict, persecution, or disasters. Research in this area
looks at the causes and consequences of migration, legal protections for
refugees, and the social and economic integration of displaced populations.

Disaster Risk Reduction and Crisis Management

This focus area explores how communities prepare for, respond to, and recover
from natural and man-made disasters. It involves studying resilience, early
warning systems, and the coordination of relief efforts.

Ethics and Human Rights

Humanitarian work often involves navigating complex ethical dilemmas. PhD
research may examine questions around impartiality, neutrality, and
accountability, as well as broader human rights concerns linked to
humanitarian emergencies.

Why Pursue a PhD in Humanitarian Studies?

Embarking on a doctorate in this field is not just about academic
curiosity-it’s a commitment to making a tangible difference in the world.
Here are some compelling reasons to consider this path:

- **Deepen Expertise**: Gain a profound understanding of humanitarian
challenges and develop the analytical tools to propose innovative solutions.
- **Influence Policy**: Your research can inform international and national
policies that improve aid effectiveness and protect vulnerable groups.

- **Career Advancement**: A PhD can open doors to leadership roles in
academia, international organizations, NGOs, and governmental agencies.

- **Contribute to Scholarship**: Add to the growing body of knowledge on
humanitarian crises, helping to shape future responses.

- **Personal Fulfillment**: For many, this work is driven by a strong ethical
commitment to social justice and human dignity.



What to Expect from a PhD Program in
Humanitarian Studies

A typical PhD journey involves several stages, each designed to build your
capacity as an independent researcher.

Coursework and Comprehensive Exams

In the early years, you will complete coursework to gain foundational
knowledge in key areas such as humanitarian theory, research methods, and
ethics. Some programs require comprehensive exams to assess your readiness to
proceed with research.

Developing a Research Proposal

You will identify a unique research question that addresses a gap in existing
knowledge. Crafting a solid proposal involves reviewing literature, refining
your methodology, and gaining approval from your academic committee.

Fieldwork and Data Collection

Many students conduct field research, which may involve traveling to areas
affected by humanitarian crises or working closely with organizations on the
ground. This hands-on experience is invaluable for gathering real-world data
and insights.

Writing the Dissertation

The dissertation is the centerpiece of your PhD, demonstrating original
research and contributing new knowledge to humanitarian studies. It typically
takes several years to write and requires rigorous analysis and critical
thinking.

Defense and Publication

After completing your dissertation, you will defend your work before a panel
of experts. Successful candidates often publish their research in academic
journals or present at international conferences, further establishing their
expertise.



Choosing the Right Program for Your PhD in
Humanitarian Studies

Not all PhD programs are created equal. When selecting a program, consider
the following factors:

e Faculty Expertise: Look for programs where faculty members specialize in
your areas of interest and have active research projects or connections
with humanitarian organizations.

e Research Facilities and Resources: Access to libraries, databases, and
funding opportunities can greatly enhance your research experience.

e Fieldwork Opportunities: Programs that facilitate practical engagement
with humanitarian actors or field sites can provide crucial real-world

experience.

e Interdisciplinary Approach: Choose programs that encourage crossing
disciplinary boundaries to enrich your research perspective.

e Alumni Success: Research where graduates end up working to gauge the
program’s reputation and network strength.

Funding Your PhD in Humanitarian Studies

Doctoral studies can be costly, but many institutions offer funding options
to support promising candidates. These may include:

Scholarships and Fellowships: Merit-based awards specifically for
humanitarian or social science research.

Research Assistantships: Opportunities to work with faculty on funded
projects, gaining experience and a stipend.

Grants for Fieldwork: Financial support to cover travel and living
expenses during data collection.

Teaching Assistantships: Positions that allow you to teach undergraduate
courses while earning income.

It’s important to start exploring funding options early and prepare strong
applications that highlight your research potential and commitment to



humanitarian issues.

Career Paths After Completing a PhD in
Humanitarian Studies

A doctorate in humanitarian studies can lead to a diverse range of rewarding
careers. Some common avenues include:

Academic Roles

Many graduates pursue tenure-track positions as university professors, where
they teach, mentor students, and continue their research.

Policy and Advocacy

PhD holders often work with international organizations, think tanks, or NGOs
to influence humanitarian policies and advocate for vulnerable populations.

Research and Consultancy

Providing expertise to humanitarian agencies, governments, or private sector
partners on program design, evaluation, and strategic planning.

Field Leadership

Some choose to combine research with operational roles, leading humanitarian
missions or managing projects on the ground.

Tips for Success During Your PhD Journey

Pursuing a PhD in humanitarian studies is both challenging and rewarding.
Here are some tips to help you navigate the process:

1. Stay Curious and Open-Minded: The humanitarian field is constantly
evolving. Embrace new theories, methodologies, and perspectives.

2. Build a Strong Network: Connect with peers, faculty, and professionals



in the field to share knowledge and find opportunities.

3. Balance Theory and Practice: Engage with real-world humanitarian work to
ground your research in practical relevance.

4. Manage Your Time Wisely: Set realistic goals and maintain a healthy
work-life balance to avoid burnout.

5. Communicate Your Research: Present at conferences, publish articles, and
share your findings to gain visibility and impact.

Embarking on a PhD in humanitarian studies is more than an academic pursuit;
it’s a commitment to understanding and alleviating human suffering on a
global scale. With dedication and passion, your research can influence
policies, improve humanitarian responses, and contribute to a more just and
compassionate world.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a PhD in Humanitarian Studies?

A PhD in Humanitarian Studies is a research-focused doctoral program that
explores the theory, practice, and policy of humanitarian aid, disaster
response, and global development issues.

What career opportunities are available after
completing a PhD in Humanitarian Studies?

Graduates can pursue careers in academia, international organizations, NGOs,
government agencies, policy analysis, humanitarian consulting, and research
institutions.

What are the typical admission requirements for a
PhD in Humanitarian Studies?

Applicants usually need a relevant master's degree, research proposal,
letters of recommendation, academic transcripts, and sometimes professional
experience in humanitarian or related fields.

Which universities offer reputable PhD programs in
Humanitarian Studies?

Institutions like the University of Manchester, University of Geneva, and
University of Amsterdam are known for their strong humanitarian studies
doctoral programs.



What research topics are commonly explored in a PhD
in Humanitarian Studies?

Common topics include disaster risk reduction, refugee protection,
humanitarian policy, conflict resolution, international aid effectiveness,
and ethical issues in humanitarian work.

How long does it typically take to complete a PhD in
Humanitarian Studies?

The duration usually ranges from 3 to 5 years, depending on the university,
research scope, and whether the student is full-time or part-time.

Are there funding options available for PhD students
in Humanitarian Studies?

Yes, many universities offer scholarships, research assistantships, and
grants. Additionally, external organizations and foundations sometimes
provide funding for humanitarian research.

Additional Resources

PhD in Humanitarian Studies: A Deep Dive into Advanced Humanitarian Education
and Research

phd in humanitarian studies represents a pinnacle of academic achievement in
the interdisciplinary field dedicated to understanding, managing, and
improving humanitarian actions worldwide. As global crises—from natural
disasters to armed conflicts—continue to challenge international stability
and human welfare, the demand for scholarly expertise in humanitarian
principles, policy, and practice grows increasingly vital. This article
explores the contours of pursuing a PhD in humanitarian studies, shedding
light on its academic structure, career implications, and the evolving
landscape of humanitarian research.

Understanding the PhD in Humanitarian Studies

A PhD in humanitarian studies is an advanced research degree designed to
equip scholars with deep theoretical knowledge and practical skills related
to humanitarian aid, disaster response, human rights, and development
interventions. Unlike professional degrees focused primarily on operational
aspects, this doctoral program emphasizes rigorous research methodologies,
critical analysis, and the generation of new knowledge to shape humanitarian
policies and practices.



Typically housed within universities’ departments of international relations,
social sciences, or specialized humanitarian institutes, the PhD curriculum
involves extensive coursework in areas such as conflict resolution,
international law, refugee studies, ethics in humanitarian action, and global
health. Students are expected to contribute original research that addresses
pressing humanitarian challenges, often culminating in a dissertation that
offers innovative policy recommendations or theoretical frameworks.

Core Components and Curriculum

PhD candidates in humanitarian studies undergo a structured yet flexible
academic journey. Core coursework usually covers:

e Humanitarian Theory and Ethics: Examining the moral imperatives and
philosophical foundations that guide humanitarian intervention.

* Research Methodologies: Training in qualitative and quantitative methods
tailored to complex humanitarian contexts.

e Human Rights and International Law: Understanding legal frameworks that
govern humanitarian action.

e Disaster Risk Reduction and Crisis Management: Strategies to anticipate,
mitigate, and respond to emergencies.

e Development and Relief Coordination: Intersections between humanitarian
aid and sustainable development goals.

Beyond coursework, the doctoral process demands immersive research,
fieldwork, and active engagement with humanitarian organizations. This blend
ensures that graduates are not only theorists but also practitioners who can
navigate the multifaceted humanitarian environment.

Comparative Analysis: PhD in Humanitarian
Studies vs. Related Degrees

In the realm of humanitarian education, several advanced degrees intersect
but differ in focus and outcomes. Comparing a PhD in humanitarian studies
with similar programs highlights its unique positioning.



PhD in Humanitarian Studies vs. PhD in International
Development

While both degrees address global challenges, a PhD in humanitarian studies
concentrates more on emergency response, protection, and immediate aid,
whereas international development emphasizes long-term economic and social
progress. Humanitarian studies often grapple with urgent crises and ethical
dilemmas, whereas development studies tend to analyze systemic poverty
reduction and governance.

PhD in Humanitarian Studies vs. PhD in Public Health

Public health doctorates focus on population health, epidemiology, and
healthcare systems, often with a scientific or medical lens. In contrast,
humanitarian studies integrate social, political, and legal aspects of crises
affecting vulnerable populations. However, there is considerable overlap in
areas like health emergencies and disaster response.

PhD in Humanitarian Studies vs. Professional
Humanitarian Certifications

Professional certifications such as Certified Humanitarian Professional (CHP)
or diplomas in humanitarian logistics tend to be shorter, skill-specific, and
practice-oriented. The PhD is research-intensive and prepares candidates for
academic, policy-making, or high-level advisory roles rather than frontline
operational positions.

Career Trajectories and Impact of a PhD in
Humanitarian Studies

Holding a PhD in humanitarian studies opens doors to a variety of career
paths that influence both theory and practice. Graduates often find roles in:

e Academic and Research Institutions: Teaching, publishing, and advancing
humanitarian scholarship.

e International Organizations: Strategic roles within the United Nations,
Red Cross, or NGOs shaping policy and program design.

e Government Agencies: Advising on humanitarian policies, disaster
preparedness, and foreign aid.



e Think Tanks and Policy Institutes: Conducting analyses that inform
humanitarian strategies and funding priorities.

e Consultancy and Advisory Roles: Providing expert guidance on
humanitarian interventions and evaluations.

The value of a PhD lies not only in expertise but also in the credibility and
authority it confers in an increasingly complex humanitarian ecosystem.
Moreover, doctoral research often contributes evidence-based insights that
enhance the effectiveness and ethical standards of humanitarian efforts
worldwide.

Advantages and Challenges of Pursuing a PhD in
Humanitarian Studies

Prospective candidates should weigh the benefits against potential
challenges:

e Advantages:
o Deep, specialized knowledge and research skills.

o Access to academic and professional networks in the humanitarian
sector.

o Opportunities to influence policy and practice at high levels.

o Flexibility to explore interdisciplinary topics.

e Challenges:

[¢]

Lengthy and demanding nature of doctoral research.

[¢]

Potentially limited direct operational experience compared to field
workers.

[¢]

Competition for academic and senior-level positions.

o

Funding constraints, as humanitarian studies may have fewer
scholarships than STEM fields.



Emerging Trends in Humanitarian Studies PhD
Programs

The rapidly changing humanitarian landscape influences doctoral research
agendas and program structures. Current trends include:

Integration of Technology and Data Science

PhD candidates increasingly leverage big data, geographic information systems
(GIS), and artificial intelligence to analyze crisis patterns, optimize aid
delivery, and predict disaster impacts. This shift demands cross-disciplinary
skills bridging social sciences and technology.

Focus on Climate Change and Environmental Crises

With climate-induced disasters on the rise, doctoral research often addresses
resilience, adaptation strategies, and the humanitarian implications of
environmental degradation.

Emphasis on Localization and Community Engagement

Scholars emphasize the importance of empowering local actors and
incorporating indigenous knowledge in humanitarian responses, challenging
traditional top-down approaches.

Ethical and Legal Challenges in Humanitarian Action

PhD research increasingly interrogates issues such as aid neutrality,
protection of vulnerable groups, and accountability in complex conflict
zones.

Selecting the Right PhD Program in Humanitarian
Studies

Choosing an appropriate doctoral program depends on several factors:

e Research Focus: Aligning with faculty expertise and institutional
strengths in areas like conflict studies, migration, or health



emergencies.

e Program Format: Considering full-time, part-time, or distance learning
options based on personal circumstances.

e Funding and Scholarships: Evaluating financial support, assistantships,
or grants.

e Fieldwork Opportunities: Access to internships or partnerships with
humanitarian agencies.

* Reputation and Network: Assessing the program's standing and alumni
success within the humanitarian sector.

Institutions such as the University of Manchester, Tufts University, and
Geneva Graduate Institute are prominent examples offering respected doctoral
programs in this field.

The pursuit of a PhD in humanitarian studies embodies a commitment to
advancing knowledge and improving practices that alleviate human suffering in
times of crisis. As global challenges intensify, the role of such scholars
becomes ever more critical, blending intellectual rigor with practical
relevance in the quest for sustainable humanitarian solutions.
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phd in humanitarian studies: Humanitarianism Tim Allen, Anna Macdonald, Henry Radice,
2018-06-27 The field of humanitarianism is characterised by profound uncertainty, by a constant
need to respond to the unpredictable, and by concepts and practices that often defy simple or
straightforward explanation. Humanitarians often find themselves not just engaged in the pursuit of
effective action, but also in a quest for meaning. That is the starting point for this book.
Humanitarian action has in recent years confronted geopolitical challenges that have upended much
of its conventional modus operandi and presented threats to its foundational assumptions and legal
frameworks. The critical interrogation of the purpose, practice and future of humanitarian action has
yielded a rich new field of enquiry, humanitarian studies, and many thoughtful books, articles and
reports. So, the question arose as to the most useful way to provide a critical overview that might
serve to bring some definitional clarity as well as analytical rigor to the waves of critique and
shifting sands of humanitarian action. Humanitarianism: A Dictionary of Concepts provides an
authoritative analysis that attempts to rethink, rather than merely problematize or define the issues
at stake in contemporary humanitarian debates. It is an important moment to do so. Just about every
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tenet of humanitarianism is currently open to question as never before.

phd in humanitarian studies: British Qualifications 2016 Philip Kogan, 2015-12-03 Now in
its 46th edition, British Qualifications is the definitive one-volume guide to every qualification on
offer in the United Kingdom. With an equal focus on vocational studies, this essential guide has full
details of all institutions and organizations involved in the provision of further and higher education
and is an essential reference source for careers advisors, students and employers. It also includes a
comprehensive and up-to-date description of the structure of further and higher education in the UK.
The book includes information on awards provided by over 350 professional institutions and
accrediting bodies, details of academic universities and colleges and a full description of the current
framework of academic and vocational education. It is compiled and checked annually to ensure
accuracy of information.

phd in humanitarian studies: Citizen Humanitarianism at European Borders Maria Gabrielsen
Jumbert, Elisa Pascucci, 2021-06-16 At a time of escalating conflict between states and NGOs
engaged in migrant search and rescue operations across the Mediterranean, this book explores the
emerging trend of citizen-led forms of helping others at the borders of Europe. In recent years,
Europe’s borders have become new sites of intervention for traditional humanitarian actors and
governmental agencies, but also, increasingly, for volunteer and activist initiatives led by ordinary
citizens. This book sets out to interrogate the shifting relationship between humanitarianism, the
securitization of border and migration regimes, and citizenship. Critically examining the do it
yourself character of refugee aid practices performed by non-professionals coming together to help
in informal and spontaneous manners, the volume considers the extent to which these new
humanitarian practices challenge established conceptualisations of membership, belonging, and
active citizenship. Drawing on case studies from countries around Europe including Greece, Turkey,
Italy, France and Russia, this collection constitutes an innovative and theoretically engaged attempt
to bring the field of humanitarian studies into dialogue with studies of grassroots refugee aid and,
more explicitly, with political forms of solidarity with migrants and refugees which fall between aid
and activism. This book is key reading for advanced students and researchers of humanitarian aid,
European migration and refugees, and citizen-led activism. The Open Access version of this book,
available at http://www.taylorfrancis.com, has been made available under a Creative Commons
Attribution-Non Commercial-No Derivatives (CC-BY-NC-ND) 4.0 license.

phd in humanitarian studies: World Scientific Handbook Of Global Health Economics And
Public Policy (A 3-volume Set) Richard M Scheffler, 2016-01-28 'Understanding global health
economics and policy has never been so important. This remarkable three-volume collection of
chapters is sure to become the standard on health economics and health policy around the
world.'David CutlerOtto Eckstein Professor of Applied EconomicsHarvard UniversityThis Handbook
covers major topics in global health economics and public policy and provides a timely, systematic
review of the field. Edited by Richard M Scheffler, Distinguished Professor of Health Economics and
Public Policy and Director of the Global Center for Health Economics and Policy Research at the
University of California, Berkeley, the Handbook features academics and practitioners from more
than a dozen countries. Contributors are from the London School of Economics and Political Science,
Pompeu Fabra University in Barcelona, University of York, University of Oslo, London School of
Hygiene and Tropical Medicine, University of California - Berkeley, Stanford University, Johns
Hopkins University, University of Toronto, University of Oxford, Harvard Medical School, OECD, the
World Health Organization and the World Bank, many of whom have also acted as economic and
policy advisors to government and non-governmental organizations across the world. Experts in
these areas who provide critical analyses and relevant data for further exploration and research
include: Thomas E Getzen, Executive Director of the International Health Economics Association
(iHEA); Douglas E Hough, Associate Scientist and Associate Director of the Master in Healthcare
Management programme at the Bloomberg School of Public Health of John Hopkins University;
Guillem Loépez-Casasnovas, former President of iHEA and member of the Advisory Council of the
Spanish Health and Social Welfare Ministry and of the Advisory Council of the Catalan Health




Ministry since 1984; Alistair McGuire, Professor of Health Economics at the London School of
Economics and Political and advisor to a number of governments and governmental bodies across
Europe; Tor Iversen, Research Director at the Health Economics Research Programme at the
University of Oslo and former member of the iHEA Arrow Award Committee 2007-2011; William H
Dow, Professor and Associate Dean for Research at University of California ,Berkeley and former
Senior Economist for the Council of Economic Advisors (White House); Audrey Laporte, the Director
of the Canadian Centre for Health Economics; Alexander S Preker, President and CEO of Health
Investment & Financing Corporation; Ayda Yurekli, who initiated and developed the World Health
Organization TaXSiM simulation model that has been used by many Ministries of Finance around the
world for the development of tax policies; Marko Vujicic, Managing Vice President of the Health
Policy Resources Center at the American Dental Association; Mark Sculpher, Director of the
Programme on Economic Evaluation and Health Technology Assessment at the University of York
and former President of the International Society of Pharmacoeconomics and Outcomes Research
(ISPOR) (2011-2012); and Peter Berman, who has had almost 40 years of experience in global health
and was formerly a Lead Health Economist at the World Bank. The Handbook spans across three
volumes. The chapters deal with key global issues in health economics, are evidence-based, and offer
innovative policy alternatives and solutions. The Handbook's approach toward global health
economics and public policy will make it a useful resource for health economists, policymakers,
private sector companies, NGOs, government decision-makers and those who manage healthcare
systems.

phd in humanitarian studies: Resilience and the Brown Babe’s Burden Tracy Llanera,
2024-11-19 This volume examines the concept and practice of resilience from the perspective of
Filipina philosophers. It investigates the double-edged nature of resilience and other key
assumptions and ideas about human resilience and resilient cultures and institutions. The chapters
in the collection are intersectional in approach, drawing from feminist theory, social and political
philosophy, critical theory, pragmatism, virtue theory, social epistemology, and decolonial theory in
their engagement of the theme. Part of the Academics, Politics and Society in the Post-Covid World
series, the book will be of interest to scholars and students of philosophy, political theory, feminist
theory, philosophy of education, cultural studies, and development studies. It will be valuable to
academics in Philippine Studies, Asian and Southeast Asian Studies, and Global South Studies.

phd in humanitarian studies: Europe Thomas M. Wilson, 2023-11-30 This two-volume
encyclopedia profiles the contemporary culture and society of every country in Europe. Each country
receives a chapter encompassing such topics as religion, lifestyle and leisure, standard of living,
cuisine, gender roles, relationships, dress, music, visual arts, and architecture. This authoritative
and comprehensive encyclopedia provides readers with richly detailed entries on the 45 nations that
comprise modern Europe. Each country profile looks at elements of contemporary life related to
family and work, including popular pastimes, customs, beliefs, and attitudes. Students can make
cross-cultural comparisons-for instance, a student could compare social customs in Denmark with
those in Norway, compare Greece's cuisine with that of Italy, and contrast the architecture of Paris
with Amsterdam and Barcelona. Culture and society are changing in each region and nation of
Europe due to many political and economic forces, both inside and outside of each nation's borders.
This encyclopedia considers many of the transformations connected to globalization, as well as
traditions that still hold strong, to provide a complete assessment of the processes that make
European societies and cultures distinctive.

phd in humanitarian studies: Non-traditional Security In The Asia-pacific: A Decade Of
Perspectives Alistair Cook, Tamara Nair, 2021-02-05 What is Non-Traditional Security? How have
our understandings of security changed over the past decade? What are the dominant
non-traditional security challenges we face in the world today?The concept of national security
remains contested but our understanding of it continues to evolve as it is shaped by the world
around us. From a globally dominant 'traditional’ understanding of security during the Cold War
characterised by a focus on countries and their militaries protecting their sovereignty to today,



where non-military threats such as global pandemics, climate change, energy, to disasters threaten
the wellbeing and livelihoods of people, communities, and the environment that form the backbone
of society.The global dial has shifted towards a more comprehensive understanding of security that
recognises these non-traditional security threats moving the focus away from solely the survival of
the state to the empowerment and protection of people and the environment. This shift highlights
the experiences of different individuals and communities, from civilians affected by war to irregular
migrants moving from one place to the next, and what the world witnesses as efforts to empower
and protect people and the environment.Indeed, comprehensive security has a long history in the
post-colonial Asia-Pacific. Non-Traditional Security emerged after the 1997 Asian Financial Crisis. It
emerged as a way to recalibrate the ways governments engaged people and communities and
developed pathways for countries in the region to cooperate.Non-Traditional Security in the
Asia-Pacific: A Decade of Perspectives, an interdisciplinary collection, is essential reading for anyone
interested in the developments of security with a focus on the dominant non-traditional security
threats in the Asia-Pacific over the last decade — from advanced undergraduates, graduate students,
and scholars, to policymakers at the local, national, regional, and international levels.

phd in humanitarian studies: The Sage Handbook of Peace and Conflict Studies Maia Carter
Hallward, Ji Eun Kim, Cécile Mouly, Timothy Seidel, Zubairu Wai, 2025-06-07 The Sage Handbook of
Peace and Conflict Studies offers a comprehensive exploration of the complexities of violence,
conflict, and peace from a global, interdisciplinary perspective. The handbook addresses the
traditional Western-centric approach while emphasizing the need to integrate Global South
perspectives to create a more inclusive and transformative understanding of peace and conflict.
While important voices in peace and conflict studies have long stressed the need to not only address
direct violence but also structural and cultural one, certain strands of the field have upheld
conservative knowledge production and reinforced unequal power structures. This volume seeks to
challenge these biasesby foregrounding critical and decolonial approaches that emphasize gender,
race, culture, global history, and political economy. Its diverse chapters invite us to question
mainstream assumptions and promote a broader, more inclusive analysis of peace and conflict. The
handbook explores the evolution of the field, highlighting the impact of historical events and the role
of oppositional knowledge in political change. It offers a critical overview of theoretical approaches,
emphasizing reflexivity, inclusivity, and the importance of local actors in peace and conflict
dynamics. Additionally, it examines how cultural and disciplinary assumptions shape peacebuilding
and conflict transformation, and it critiques traditional global narratives on issues like governance,
climate change, and human rights. Finally, the handbook presents real-world case studies that
integrate themes of decoloniality, race, gender, and power inequalities across diverse global
contexts. By centering the Global South and integrating interdisciplinary perspectives, this
handbook provides valuable insights for scholars and practitioners committed to fostering a more
equitable and just world. Section 1: History, Knowledge, and Power in Peace and Conflict Studies
Section 2: Theory and Analysis in Peace and Conflict Studies Section 3: Practices and Approaches in
Peace and Conflict Studies Section 4: Global Issues, Institutions, and Change in Peace and Conflict
Studies Section 5: Case Studies in Peace and Conflict Studies

phd in humanitarian studies: Air Travel Industry Azizul Hassan, Nor Aida Abdul Rahman,
Nurhayati Mohd Nur, 2023-06-23 As the air travel industry begins to emerge from the COVID-19
restrictions, new research must be undertaken to survey the changing business landscape. This book
examines existing air travel literature, illustrates the current theories in the field, and suggests
research methods for integrating them in fieldwork. The book begins by surveying the landscape of
air travel research and examining key theoretical frameworks such as grounded theory, institutional
theory, prospect theory, and the theory of planned behavior. It then explores when qualitative and
quantitative research methods are appropriate for use in air travel research, and how they can be
applied successfully. Gathered contributors from Southeast Asia and the Middle East highlight some
of the latest issues, including the impacts of COVID-19 on airfreight, airline catering, and passenger
perceptions of security and safety. Future directions for research are also proposed. This book will



appeal to researchers and postgraduate students in the fields of air transport or aviation
management, tourism marketing, and consumer behavior.

phd in humanitarian studies: Cameroon-Nigeria Relations Osita Agbu, C. Nna-Emeka
Okereke, 2022-10-25 Cameroon-Nigeria Relations: Trends and Perspectives, edited by Osita Agbu
and C. Nna-Emeka Okereke, examines various aspects of Cameroon-Nigeria relations since the
countries attained independence in 1960. The Cameroonian and Nigerian contributors contextualize
core topical issues that have featured prominently in the course of bilateral relations between both
countries, ranging from the theoretical underpinnings required to understand the dynamics of
Cameroon-Nigeria relations to contending issues and areas of mutual interests driving diplomatic
relations between them. This book reveals trends and dynamics while also accommodating divergent
perspectives that demonstrate how theories can be applied to achieve real results. Of significant
import is the prognosis that stimulates concerns for the future of Cameroon-Nigeria relations
bearing in mind the strategic positions of both countries in West and Central Africa.
Cameroon-Nigeria Relations is an indispensable resource for scholars, diplomats, and foreign policy
actors that will enrich understanding and inform opinions on charting future courses for healthy
bilateral relations between Cameroon and Nigeria.

phd in humanitarian studies: Handbook of Research Methods in Health Psychology Deborah
Ragin, Julian Keenan, 2020-11-29 In this comprehensive handbook, Ragin and Keenan present an
all-encompassing analysis of the variety of different methods used in health psychology research.
Featuring interdisciplinary collaborations from leading academics, this meticulously written volume
is a guide to conducting cutting-edge research using tested and vetted best practices. It explains
important research techniques, why they are selected and how they are conducted. The book
critically examines both cutting-edge methods, such as those used in NextGen genetics, nudge
theory, and the brain’s vulnerability to addiction, as well as the classic methods, including cortisol
measurement, survey, and environmental study. The topics of the book span the gamut of health
psychology field, from neuroimaging and statistical analysis to socioeconomic issues such as the
policies used to address diseases in Africa, anti-vaxers, and the disproportionate impact of climate
change on impoverished people. With each section featuring examples of best research practices,
recommendations for study samples, accurate use of instrumentation, analytical techniques, and
advanced-level data analysis, this book will be an essential text for both emerging student
researchers and experts in the field and an indispensable resource in health psychology programs.

phd in humanitarian studies: Youth Civic Engagement and Local Peacebuilding in the Middle
East and North Africa Ibrahim Natil, 2021-05-20 This book investigates the ways in which young
people engage with and contribute to civil society, community development, and local peacebuilding
in the Middle East and North Africa (MENA). Youth engagement and contribution to civil society and
local peacebuilding can play a crucial role in development; however, there is often a lack of effective
engagement, policies, and opportunities for young people in policy and practice. This book analyses
their experiences of civic engagement and community participation and the challenges they face,
across diverse areas including youth empowerment, freedom of expression, mobilization, ideologies,
conflict resolution, and peacebuilding. Drawing on cases from Yemen, Syria, Iran, Morocco and the
Palestinian Territories, this book offers new insights on how youth not only are shaped by, but also
react to policies, conflict, constraints, and challenges. The insights drawn from this interdisciplinary
collection will be of interest to researchers of civil society, youth, peacebuilding, and development,
as well as to policymakers, donors, and NGO staff.

phd in humanitarian studies: UNHCR and the Struggle for Accountability Kristin Bergtora
Sandvik, Katja Lindskov Jacobsen, 2016-02-22 Despite the key importance of accountability for the
legitimacy of humanitarian action, inadequate academic attention has been given to how the concept
of accountability is evolving within the specific branches of the humanitarian enterprise. Up to now,
there exists no comprehensive account of what we label the 'technologies of accountability’, the
effects of their interaction, or the question of how the current turn to decision-making software and
biometrics as both the means and ends of accountability may contribute to reshaping humanitarian



governance. UNHCR and the Struggle for Accountability explores the UNHCR's quest for
accountability by viewing the UNHCR's accountability obligations through the web of institutional
relationships within which the agency is placed (beneficiaries, host governments, implementing
partners, donors, the Executive Committee and UNGA). The book takes a multidisciplinary approach
in order to illuminate the various layers and relationships that constitute accountability and also to
reflect on what constitutes good enough accountability. This book contributes to the discussion
regarding how we construct knowledge about concepts in humanitarian studies and is a valuable
resource for academics, researchers and professionals in the areas of anthropology, history,
international relations, international law, science, technology studies and socio-legal studies.

phd in humanitarian studies: 21st Century Political Science: A Reference Handbook
John T Ishiyama, Marijke Breuning, 2011 Offering full coverage of major subthemes and subfields
within political science this reference handbook includes entries on topics from theory and
methodology to international relations and institutions.

phd in humanitarian studies: International Development and Local Faith Actors Kathryn
Kraft, Olivia J. Wilkinson, 2020-03-17 This book explores the interplay and dialogue between faith
communities and the humanitarian-development community. Faith and religion are key influencers
of thought and practice in many communities around the world and development practitioners would
not be able to change behaviours for improved health and social relations without the understanding
and influence of those with authority in communities, such as religious leaders. Equally, religious
leaders feel responsibilities to their communities, but do not necessarily have the technical
knowledge and resources at hand to provide the information or services needed to promote the
well-being of all in their scope of influence. The book demonstrates that partnerships between
humanitarian-development practitioners and religious communities can be mutually beneficial
exchanges, but that there are also frequently pitfalls along the way and opportunities for lessons to
be learned by each party. Delving into how humanitarians and faith communities engage with one
another, the book focuses on building knowledge about how they interact as peers with different yet
complementary roles in community development. The authors draw on the Channels of Hope
methodology, a tool which seeks to engage faith leaders in addressing social norms and enact social
change, as well as other related research in the sector to demonstrate the many ways in which
humanitarian and development policy makers and practitioners could achieve more systematic
engagement with faith groups. This book is an important contribution to the growing body of
literature on faith and development, and will be useful both to researchers, and to practitioners
working with faith communities.

phd in humanitarian studies: International Military Missions and International Law
Marco Odello, Ryszard Piotrowicz, 2011-10-14 By considering different international legal sources,
including humanitarian law, human rights and criminal law, this book seeks to identify the rules
applicable to International Military Missions engaged in different actions in the context of peace
operations.

phd in humanitarian studies: Handbook of Research on Tools for Teaching
Computational Thinking in P-12 Education Kalogiannakis, Michail, Papadakis, Stamatios,
2020-06-26 While the growth of computational thinking has brought new awareness to the
importance of computing education, it has also created new challenges. Many educational initiatives
focus solely on the programming aspects, such as variables, loops, conditionals, parallelism,
operators, and data handling, divorcing computing from real-world contexts and applications. This
decontextualization threatens to make learners believe that they do not need to learn computing, as
they cannot envision a future in which they will need to use it, just as many see math and physics
education as unnecessary. The Handbook of Research on Tools for Teaching Computational Thinking
in P-12 Education is a cutting-edge research publication that examines the implementation of
computational thinking into school curriculum in order to develop creative problem-solving skills
and to build a computational identity which will allow for future STEM growth. Moreover, the book
advocates for a new approach to computing education that argues that while learning about



computing, young people should also have opportunities to create with computing, which will have a
direct impact on their lives and their communities. Featuring a wide range of topics such as
assessment, digital teaching, and educational robotics, this book is ideal for academicians,
instructional designers, teachers, education professionals, administrators, researchers, and
students.

phd in humanitarian studies: The Handbook of Displacement Peter Adey, Janet C. Bowstead,
Katherine Brickell, Vandana Desai, Mike Dolton, Alasdair Pinkerton, Ayesha Siddiqi, 2020-12-11 This
Handbook provides the knowledge and tools needed to understand how displacement is lived,
governed, and mediated as an unfolding and grounded process bound up in spatial inequities of
power and injustice. The handbook ensures, first, that internal displacements and their everyday
(re)occurrences are not overlooked; second, it questions ‘who counts’ by including ‘displaced’ people
who are less obviously identifiable and a clearly circumscribed or categorised group; third, it
stresses that while displacement suggests mobility, there are also periods and spaces of enforced
stillness that are not adequately reflected in the displacement literature; and fourth, it re-evokes and
explores the ‘place’ in displacement by critically interrogating peoples’ ‘right to place’ and the
significance of placemaking, unmaking, and remaking in the contemporary world. The 50-plus
chapters are organised across seven themes designed to further develope interdisciplinary study of
the technologies, journeys, traces, governance, more-than-human, representation, and resisting of
displacement. Each of these thematic sections begin with an intervention which spotlights actions to
creatively and strategically intervene in displacement. The interventions explore myriad meanings
and manifestations of displacement and its contestation from the perspective of displaced people,
artists, writers, activists, scholar-activists, and scholars involved in practice-oriented research. The
Handbook will be an essential companion for academics, students, and practitioners committed to
forging solidarity, care, and home in an era of displacement.

phd in humanitarian studies: Library and Information Studies for Arctic Social Sciences
and Humanities Spencer Acadia, Marthe Tolnes Fjellestad, 2020-11-26 Library and Information
Studies for Arctic Social Sciences and Humanities serves as a key interdisciplinary title that links the
social sciences and humanities with current issues, trends, and projects in library, archival, and
information sciences within shared Arctic frameworks and geographies. Including contributions
from professionals and academics working across and on the Arctic, the book presents recent
research, theoretical inquiry, and applied professional endeavours at academic and public libraries,
as well as archives, museums, government institutions, and other organisations. Focusing on efforts
that further Arctic knowledge and research, papers present local, regional, and institutional case
studies to conceptually and empirically describe real-life research in which the authors are engaged.
Topics covered include the complexities of developing and managing multilingual resources;
working in geographically isolated areas; curating combinations of local, regional, national, and
international content collections; and understanding historical and contemporary colonial-industrial
influences in indigenous knowledge. Library and Information Studies for Arctic Social Sciences and
Humanities will be essential reading for academics, researchers, and students working the fields of
library, archival, and information or data science, as well as those working in the humanities and
social sciences more generally. It should also be of great interest to librarians, archivists, curators,
and information or data professionals around the globe.

phd in humanitarian studies: Research Handbook on Asylum and Refugee Policy Jane
Freedman, Glenda Santana de Andrade, 2024-09-06 Providing a comprehensive, multi-disciplinary
analysis of key issues in the field, this topical Research Handbook explores asylum and migration
policy in a global context. Chapters consider national, regional and international responses to
refugees and forced migration, examining the evolution of asylum and refugee policies and why gaps
remain in protection.
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