matilda novel study teaching guide

Matilda Novel Study Teaching Guide: Unlocking the Magic of Roald Dahl’s Classic

matilda novel study teaching guide is an invaluable resource for educators aiming to bring Roald
Dahl’s beloved story to life in the classroom. This enchanting tale of a brilliant young girl with
extraordinary powers not only captivates students but also offers rich opportunities for exploring
themes, character development, and literary devices. Whether you're teaching upper elementary or
middle school students, a well-structured Matilda novel study can ignite a passion for reading while
developing critical thinking skills.

In this guide, we'll explore effective strategies, engaging activities, and insightful discussion prompts
that make teaching Matilda both enjoyable and educational. From understanding the plot and
characters to integrating cross-curricular connections, this resource will help you craft a memorable
learning experience.

Why Choose Matilda for a Novel Study?

Roald Dahl’s Matilda is a timeless story that resonates with children and adults alike. Its humor,
relatable characters, and compelling narrative make it an excellent choice for a classroom novel
study. The novel touches on themes such as empowerment, justice, family dynamics, and the value of
education, all of which lend themselves well to meaningful classroom discussions.

Beyond its literary appeal, Matilda encourages students to think critically about authority figures,
kindness, and standing up for oneself. This makes it a perfect tool for social-emotional learning,
fostering empathy and resilience.

Engaging Students with Matilda’'s Story

One of the best ways to start a Matilda novel study is by tapping into students’ curiosity about the
story and its characters. Begin with a brief introduction to Roald Dahl and the unique style of his
writing—quirky, imaginative, and often sprinkled with dark humor. You might also show clips from the
Matilda movie adaptation or the stage musical to spark interest.

Encourage students to predict what the story might be about based on the title and cover art. This
activates prior knowledge and sets a purpose for reading.

Structuring Your Matilda Novel Study Teaching Guide

A successful novel study requires clear planning. Here’s a suggested structure that balances reading,
discussion, and creative projects:



1. Pre-Reading Activities

Before diving into the text, engage students with activities that build background knowledge:
¢ Vocabulary Preview: Introduce challenging words from the novel such as “telekinetic,”
“revolting,” and “matriculate” to boost comprehension.

e Character Exploration: Discuss what makes a character “heroic” or “villainous” and
brainstorm traits they expect to see in Matilda and Miss Trunchbull.

e Theme Prediction: Talk about common themes in children’s literature, like friendship,
courage, and justice, and ask students which they think might appear in the story.

2. Guided Reading and Comprehension

Break the novel into manageable sections, reading either together as a class or assigning chapters for
independent reading. After each section, use targeted questions to check understanding and
encourage deeper thinking:

What challenges does Matilda face in this chapter?

How do the adults in Matilda’s life treat her, and why?

What clues hint at Matilda's special abilities?

How does Roald Dahl use humor to engage readers?

Incorporate graphic organizers such as story maps or character webs to help students visualize
relationships and plot development.

3. Discussion and Critical Thinking

Encourage students to analyze the novel’s themes and characters through open-ended questions and
debates:

e Is Miss Trunchbull a believable villain? What makes a villain effective in a story?

e How does Matilda’s intelligence and kindness influence those around her?

¢ What message does the novel send about standing up to unfair treatment?



¢ In what ways does the story challenge traditional ideas about family and school?

These discussions promote empathy and help students relate the story to their own experiences.

4. Creative and Cross-Curricular Activities

Matilda’s story lends itself well to creative projects and connections with subjects beyond English
language arts:

e Writing Prompts: Have students write diary entries from Matilda’s perspective or imagine a
new adventure for her.

» Art Projects: Create character portraits, comic strips, or redesign book covers to express
understanding through visual arts.

e Drama and Role Play: Act out scenes or hold a mock trial for Miss Trunchbull to explore
character motivation and perspective.

e Science Integration: Discuss the concept of telekinesis and compare it with real scientific
principles to spark curiosity.

These activities deepen comprehension and make learning multidimensional.

Helpful Tips for Teaching Matilda Effectively

Teaching a novel like Matilda can be incredibly rewarding, but it also comes with challenges. Here are
some tips to enhance your novel study experience:

Keep the Tone Fun and Interactive

Roald Dahl’s writing is known for its wit and playfulness. Reflect this in your teaching by using humor
and fun activities that keep students engaged. Encourage lively discussions and celebrate students’
creative ideas.

Address Sensitive Themes Thoughtfully

Matilda deals with issues such as neglect and bullying. Approach these topics with sensitivity,
providing a safe space for students to express their feelings and ask questions. Use the novel as a
springboard for conversations about kindness and respect.



Adapt to Different Learning Styles

Incorporate a variety of teaching methods—visual, auditory, kinesthetic—to reach all learners. Some
students might benefit from listening to an audiobook version, while others may prefer hands-on
projects or group discussions.

Use Assessment to Guide Instruction

Formative assessments like quizzes, journal entries, or exit tickets can help you gauge students’
comprehension and adjust your teaching accordingly. Encourage self-assessment and peer feedback
to build a collaborative classroom environment.

Resources to Complement Your Matilda Novel Study
Teaching Guide

Several resources can enhance your teaching of Matilda and provide additional support:

* Teacher’s Editions and Lesson Plans: Many educational publishers offer comprehensive
guides with ready-made activities and assessments tailored to Matilda.

e Multimedia Materials: Films, audiobooks, and interactive websites bring the story to life and
cater to diverse learning preferences.

¢ Printable Worksheets: Character analyses, vocabulary exercises, and comprehension
guestions can reinforce learning.

¢ Online Forums and Teacher Communities: Sharing ideas with other educators can provide
fresh perspectives and innovative approaches.

Leveraging these tools can save preparation time and enrich students’ experience.

Encouraging Lifelong Reading Through Matilda

A well-executed Matilda novel study does more than just cover curricular goals—it inspires a lifelong
love of reading. By immersing students in the whimsical world crafted by Roald Dahl, teachers can
help them discover the joy of storytelling, the power of imagination, and the importance of standing
up for what is right.

Integrating a novel study teaching guide that balances analysis with creativity ensures that students
not only understand the text but also connect with it emotionally. This connection fosters engagement
and motivates students to explore other works of literature, building their confidence and skills as



readers and thinkers.

With the right approach, Matilda becomes more than a book study—it becomes a memorable journey
that shapes young minds and hearts.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the purpose of a Matilda novel study teaching guide?

A Matilda novel study teaching guide is designed to help educators effectively teach Roald Dahl's
'Matilda' by providing lesson plans, discussion questions, activities, and assessment ideas that align
with curriculum standards.

What key themes are covered in a Matilda novel study
teaching guide?

Key themes typically covered include the importance of education, empowerment, kindness versus
cruelty, family dynamics, and the power of intelligence and imagination.

Are there printable resources included in Matilda novel study
teaching guides?

Yes, many teaching guides include printable worksheets, quizzes, character maps, vocabulary lists,
and creative activity sheets to support student learning and engagement.

How can teachers use a Matilda novel study guide to support
different learning styles?

Teaching guides often suggest varied activities such as group discussions, creative writing, role-
playing, visual projects, and multimedia presentations to cater to auditory, visual, and kinesthetic
learners.

Does the Matilda novel study teaching guide align with
common educational standards?

Most comprehensive guides align their lessons and assessments with national or regional educational
standards to ensure relevance and ease of integration into existing curricula.

Can a Matilda novel study teaching guide be used for different
grade levels?

Yes, guides often provide differentiated activities and questions suitable for a range of grade levels,
typically from upper elementary to middle school students.



What types of assessment methods are recommended in a
Matilda novel study teaching guide?

Assessment methods may include quizzes, essay prompts, creative projects, oral presentations, and
participation in discussions to evaluate comprehension and critical thinking.

Are there digital versions available for Matilda novel study
teaching guides?

Many publishers and educators offer digital versions of teaching guides, which may include interactive
PDFs, online lesson plans, and access to supplementary multimedia resources.

How can a Matilda novel study teaching guide enhance
student engagement with the text?

By incorporating diverse activities, real-world connections, and creative assignments, the guide helps
students relate to the story, think critically, and stay motivated throughout the reading process.

Additional Resources
Matilda Novel Study Teaching Guide: An In-Depth Exploration for Educators

matilda novel study teaching guide serves as a valuable resource for educators aiming to engage
students with Roald Dahl’s beloved classic, *Matilda*. This guide offers a structured approach to
unpacking the novel’'s themes, characters, and narrative techniques, fostering a comprehensive
understanding among learners. As teaching methodologies evolve, such guides become indispensable
in balancing literary appreciation with curriculum standards and classroom dynamics.

Understanding the Importance of a Matilda Novel
Study Teaching Guide

In contemporary education, novel studies are pivotal in developing critical thinking, empathy, and
literacy skills. The *Matilda* novel study teaching guide addresses these objectives by providing
educators with a detailed framework tailored to Roald Dahl’s unique storytelling style. Unlike generic
lesson plans, this guide focuses on the nuances of *Matilda*, ensuring that students grasp both the
overt and subtle messages embedded in the text.

The guide’s value also lies in its adaptability; whether teaching diverse classrooms or remote learning
environments, its resources cater to varied student needs. Furthermore, it aligns with educational
standards such as Common Core and other literacy benchmarks, ensuring that lessons are both
engaging and compliant with academic requirements.



Key Features of the Matilda Novel Study Teaching Guide

A thorough teaching guide for *Matilda* typically includes several essential components designed to
facilitate a holistic learning experience:

e Chapter Summaries: Concise yet comprehensive overviews help students track plot
progression and context.

e Comprehension Questions: Thought-provoking questions encourage deeper analysis and
class discussions.

e Character Studies: Detailed examinations of Matilda, Miss Honey, and Miss Trunchbull enrich
understanding of character motivations and development.

e Thematic Exploration: Guides highlight themes such as empowerment, justice, and
education, prompting students to relate these to real-world issues.

* Vocabulary Lists: Targeted word lists from the novel enhance language acquisition and
contextual understanding.

* Creative Assignments: Activities such as role-plays, essays, and art projects foster
engagement and personal connection to the text.

These features combine to provide a scaffolded approach, supporting students at varying levels of
literacy while encouraging critical engagement.

Comparative Analysis: Matilda Novel Study Teaching
Guide vs. Other Roald Dahl Resources

When evaluating resources for teaching Roald Dahl’s works, it is essential to consider how the
*Matilda* novel study teaching guide stands relative to other materials available. Unlike general Roald
Dahl teaching kits that cover multiple titles, this guide offers a focused and detailed approach
dedicated solely to *Matilda*. This specificity allows for deeper dives into character arcs and thematic
content unique to the novel.

Moreover, some teaching guides prioritize comprehension over creative exploration or vice versa. The
*Matilda* novel study teaching guide strikes a balance by incorporating analytical tasks alongside
creative projects, catering to different learning styles. This versatility is a significant advantage for
educators seeking to maintain student interest throughout the unit.

In contrast, some free online resources may lack the depth or alignment with educational standards
present in paid or professionally developed guides. The *Matilda* novel study teaching guide often
includes teacher notes, assessment rubrics, and extension activities, which enhance its utility as a
comprehensive teaching tool.



Integrating Technology in the Matilda Novel Study Teaching
Guide

Modern teaching guides increasingly incorporate digital components, and the *Matilda* novel study
teaching guide is no exception. Interactive PDFs, digital quizzes, and multimedia links enrich the
learning experience by appealing to tech-savvy students. These features can facilitate remote
learning or blended classroom models, which have become more prevalent in recent years.

Teachers can leverage these technological tools to differentiate instruction, track student progress,
and provide instant feedback. Additionally, integrating video adaptations or author interviews within
the guide can broaden students’ perspectives and deepen their appreciation of the novel’s cultural
impact.

Challenges and Considerations in Using the Matilda
Novel Study Teaching Guide

While the *Matilda* novel study teaching guide offers numerous benefits, educators should be mindful
of potential challenges. For instance, the novel’s darker themes, including child neglect and
authoritarianism, may require sensitive handling depending on the students' age and background.
Some teaching guides provide strategies for addressing these topics thoughtfully, but educators must
tailor discussions to foster a safe and inclusive environment.

Another consideration is pacing. The guide’'s comprehensive nature might overwhelm classrooms with
limited time, necessitating selective use of materials to fit curriculum schedules. Teachers might
prioritize key chapters or thematic units to maintain focus without sacrificing depth.

Lastly, while the guide supports differentiated instruction, students with varying reading abilities may
require additional scaffolding or alternative formats such as audiobooks or graphic novel versions of
*Matilda*. Incorporating such adaptations alongside the guide can enhance accessibility and
engagement.

Benefits for Student Outcomes

When effectively utilized, the *Matilda* novel study teaching guide can positively influence student
outcomes in several ways:

e Improved Literacy: Structured vocabulary and comprehension exercises support reading
fluency and understanding.

e Critical Thinking: Analytical questions and thematic discussions encourage students to
evaluate motives and consequences.

e Empathy Development: Exploring Matilda’s challenges fosters emotional intelligence and
social awareness.



e Creative Expression: Artistic and written assignments allow students to personalize their
learning experience.

* Engagement with Literature: The guide’s interactive elements maintain student interest and
motivation.

These outcomes align with broader educational goals, making the *Matilda* novel study teaching
guide a strategic choice for literacy instruction.

Conclusion: Positioning the Matilda Novel Study
Teaching Guide in Contemporary Education

In an educational landscape where literature serves as both a learning tool and a mirror to societal
issues, the *Matilda* novel study teaching guide emerges as a robust instrument for educators. Its
comprehensive content, alignment with standards, and adaptability to diverse learning environments
underscore its relevance. By facilitating a nuanced exploration of Roald Dahl’s *Matilda*, the guide
not only enhances literary skills but also cultivates critical social values among students. As classroom
needs evolve, such specialized resources will continue to play a crucial role in effective literature
instruction.
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matilda novel study teaching guide: Vocabulary, Grammar and Punctuation Skills Teacher’s
Guide 6 (Treasure House) Abigail Steel, 2022-02-11 Treasure House Vocabulary, Grammar and

Punctuation Skills Teacher’s Guides provide at-a-glance lesson planning to guide teachers through
the activities in Treasure House Vocabulary, Grammar and Punctuation Skills Pupil Books.

matilda novel study teaching guide: Charlotte's Web - Literature Kit Gr. 3-4 Brenda Rollins,
2008-02-01 Step out on a farm and learn the true meaning of friendship among the animals. Use a
variety of true or false, fill-in-the-blank and multiple choice questions to check comprehension.
Sequence events from the story in the order that they happened. Students share their opinions on
the lifespan of animals on a farm. Write the vocabulary word from the book next to its meaning.
Write the name of the character next to their quote from the novel. Describe how Wilbur tried to
make himself look 'radiant'. Predict what Charlotte's 'masterpiece’ will be. Describe Templeton's
character using examples from the book. Complete a Spider Web Map to list the main ideas of the
story. Aligned to your State Standards and written to Bloom's Taxonomy, additional crossword, word
search, comprehension quiz and answer key are also included. About the Novel: Charlotte’s Web is a
magical story about childhood, friendship, and loyalty. An eight-year-old girl named Fern saves the
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life of a newborn piglet named Wilbur and the adventure begins. Soon, Wilbur and the other animals
in the barn cellar are a great part of Fern’s life. Wilbur notices that everyone in the barn is busy
except him. He becomes lonely and sad. A sweet voice comes out of the darkness of the barn cellar
and says, “I'll be a friend to you.” The voice belongs to a small gray spider named Charlotte A.
Cavatica. Charlotte turns out to be a wonderful friend. She listens to Wilbur and enjoys his child-like
ways. Soon he finds out what might happen to him when the cold weather comes. Charlotte promises
to find a way to save his life. Through the wondrous writings in her web, Charlotte does save
Wilbur’s life. And because he is her true friend, Wilbur saves Charlotte’s future.

matilda novel study teaching guide: Fantastic Mr Fox - Literature Kit Gr. 3-4 Michelle
Jensen, 2014-11-25 Demonstrate the power of determination with this tale about a clever Fox who
outsmarts the surrounding farmers to feed his family. Our consistent vocabulary, comprehension
and short-answer format makes this resource easy to use. Written in such a way so educators can
choose to use a small part as supplemental material with their existing unit. Introduce students to
grade-level words they will come across during their reading. Test comprehension by answering true
or false questions about the farmers. Find a quote in the novel that demonstrates foreshadowing.
Become a news reporter and come up with 10 questions to ask the farmers about why they dig up
the ground. Complete a character sketch of Mr Fox by identifying what he thinks, hears and loves.
Aligned to your State Standards and written to Bloom's Taxonomy, additional crossword, word
search, comprehension quiz and answer key are also included. About the Novel: Fantastic Mr Fox is
the classic story by Roald Dahl of a fox who outsmarts a few farmers to steal food from them. Mr Fox
lives underground with his wife and children. At night, Mr Fox visits his neighboring farmers and
robs them of their livestock. The farmers retaliate by waiting for Mr Fox by his hole, ready to
ambush him when he leaves. When that fails, the farmers then try to dig up Mr Fox's home. When
that fails, they decide to starve out the Fox family. Mr Fox then comes up with a plan to get food. He
gets the help of his friend Badger, and the pair dig their way to the farmers' food. Their success
leads to Mr Fox creating an underground neighborhood where all the animals can all live together in
safety.

matilda novel study teaching guide: The Westing Game - Literature Kit Gr. 7-8 Eleanor
Summers, 2014-12-17 Unravel the secrets at the center of an intriguing murder mystery game.
Activities are meant to excite students throughout the reading. Using the chapter titles as clues,
predict what might happen in each one. Identify elements of foreshadowing from the novel, and
imagine what will take place. Follow the clues in the story to solve the game before any of the
characters. Identify cause and effect by explaining why each event happened. Keep track of the
variety of characters with comprehension questions. Students will write their own prologue and
epilogue at the completion of the reading. Compare two different character's perspectives of the
same event from the novel. Aligned to your State Standards and written to Bloom's Taxonomy,
additional crossword, word search, comprehension quiz and answer key are also included. About the
Novel: The Westing Game is a Newbery Medal winning story about a group of people playing the
game of who killed the millionaire. Samuel W. Westing, owner of Westing Paper Products, has died.
Sixteen heirs are invited to live in the Sunset Towers apartment building. These heirs come together
to read the will of the late self-made millionaire. The will challenges them to solve the murder of
Sam Westing by splitting up into eight pairs. Each pair is given a set of clues and $10,000 dollars to
play the game. The winner will inherit the $200,000,000 fortune and unravel the secret behind the
old man's death.

matilda novel study teaching guide: The Lightning Thief - Literature Kit Gr. 5-6 Chad
Ibbotson, 2019-11-28 Be encouraged to rise above failure and show just what you're made of. The
provided Before and After reading activities really help to build student's reading comprehension.
Make connections between the novel and well-known Greek myths by identifying the significance of
the three old ladies Percy sees knitting. Make predictions about the plot by deciding whether Percy
will find out about his parentage. Go back through the novel and make a list of clues that show the
author's use of foreshadowing. Put key events from the novel in the order they occurred as Percy



learns about his quest. Compare the Greek gods from the novel with their Roman counterparts.
Detail some of the ways the gods of Olympus influenced events in the story, and how these
influences impacted plot development. Aligned to your State Standards, additional crossword, word
search, comprehension quiz and answer key are also included. About the Novel: The Lightning Thief
follows the mythical adventures of a young boy with a legendary destiny. Twelve-year-old Percy
Jackson is close to being kicked out of another boarding school. But his real concern is the figures
from Greek mythology who seem intent on killing him. On a school trip, Percy is attacked by one of
his chaperones. He learns this person is really a Fury—a Greek deity of vengeance. With a magic
sword tossed to him by his Latin teacher, Percy successfully kills the creature. He soon learns that
he is, in fact, a demigod—half human and half Greek god. He makes his way to a summer camp for
other demigods. Here he learns of his true parentage and why he struggles so much in school.
Things get even stranger for Percy when he is thrust into a quest that can either save the world, or
doom him forever.

matilda novel study teaching guide: The Secret Garden - Literature Kit Gr. 5-6 Chad
Ibbotson, 2018-08-20 Enter a world filled with magic and wonder. The worksheets are perfect for
small group and individualized work. Examine the changes happening to Mary as she explores the
gardens. Answer multiple choice questions about Colin and his mood. Imagine how Mary will spend
her time at the manor. Describe some of the magical elements found in the story. Elaborate on the
theme of mood and health from the book and use it to create a new story. Explore the idea of
positive and negative effects on a character's mood with a helpful graphic organizer. Aligned to your
State Standards, additional crossword, word search, comprehension quiz and answer key are also
included. About the Novel: The Secret Garden is a story of the healing magic of nature. Mary Lennox
is an unhappy little girl. She lives with her parents in India. She is left on her own and is waited on
by servants. When an illness runs through the household, Mary is suddenly made an orphan. She is
shipped off to England to live in her Uncle's manor. There, Mary must adapt to her new lifestyle. She
must learn to do things on her own, and entertain herself. It's in the gardens that Mary spends her
time. The fresh air and natural surroundings seem to do her well, as her health and spirits begin to
improve. The mystery behind the hidden garden only helps to fuel Mary's imagination, and she is
determined to find and unlock its secrets. The Secret Garden is an empowering tale of overcoming
one's shortcomings.

matilda novel study teaching guide: Number the Stars - Literature Kit Gr. 5-6 Nat Reed,
2006-09-01 Experience the fear and danger of World War II as one girl risks her life to save her
Jewish friend. High-quality, detailed questions and support materials go beyond the typical drill
questions. Find proof from the text that shows Mama is determined and quick-thinking. Put events at
the end of World War II in order that they happened in the novel. Find examples of foreshadowing in
the story and explain what it may be hinting at. Match vocabulary words to their underlined
synonyms in the sentences. Create questions for the game Jeopardy using information from the
story. Conduct an interview with one of the characters from the book with questions and the
character's response. Aligned to your State Standards, additional crossword, word search,
comprehension quiz and answer key are also included. About the Novel: A story of a ten-year-old
girl, her family and their courageous journey to save the lives of their Jewish friends. During the
darkest days of World War II living in Copenhagen, ten-year-old Annemarie Johansen is caught up in
these unfolding historical events when she learns that the life of her best friend—Ellen Rosen—is in
danger. The Rosens go into hiding and Annemarie’s parents volunteer to take Ellen into their home
until the voyage to the safe country of Sweden can be arranged. Annemarie is thrust into several
perilous adventures as she does the utmost to save the lives of the Rosens. Annemarie’s courage and
ingenuity are severely tested as she is forced to confront German soldiers intent on killing her
friend.

matilda novel study teaching guide: Bridge to Terabithia - Literature Kit Gr. 5-6
Marie-Helen Goyetche, 2007-02-01 Travel to an imaginary land to discover the true power of
friendship and the heartache of loss. Provide open-ended application and journal prompts to excite



students about the reading. Make a prediction on what the story will be about based solely on the
front cover of the novel. Put events in order that led to the creation of Terabithia. Find the meaning
of vocabulary words, then use each word in a sentence. Students describe how they would respond
to someone bullying them. Then, students create their own imaginary place like Terabithia. Keep
track of events as they happen month by month in the novel with an Events Calendar graphic
organizer. Aligned to your State Standards, additional crossword, word search, comprehension quiz
and answer key are also included. About the Novel: A dramatic and fascinating story of friendship!
Jesse Aarons is a fourth grader who loves to run. Once the fastest and best runner at Lark Creek
Elementary School in Virginia, until he was challenged by a girl—Leslie Burke. Leslie and her
parents were new to this community, and they soon became best friends; their relationship was a
strong one. Then, Leslie gets a great idea to create Terabithia, a secret place in the woods only for
themselves. One day, while Jesse is not there, Leslie tries to cross the bridge to Terebithia, but falls
in and drowns. When Jesse finds out, he is devastated. Soon after, the Burke family moves away, but
Jesse believes that she has taught him something.

matilda novel study teaching guide: Through the Looking-Glass - Literature Kit Gr. 5-6 Chad
Ibbotson, 2016-04-28 Travel to a strange land and find out what it's like to be a piece in a chess
game. A variety of question styles ensure students stay engaged with the novel and better enjoy the
story. Compare Alice's movements in the mirror world to that of a pawn in the game of chess.
Answer a series of multiple choice questions to show comprehension of Alice and the Queen's
interaction. Using details gathered throughout the novel, draw a map of the looking-glass world.
Become familiar with synonyms by finding words that mean the same as the underlined words found
in the text. Compare the real world to the looking-glass world by describing events and actions that
take place in both. Aligned to your State Standards and written to Bloom's Taxonomy, additional
crossword, word search, comprehension quiz and answer key are also included. About the Novel:
Through the Looking-Glass is a fantastical story about a mirrored world beyond the reflective glass.
The story follows Alice six months after her adventures in Wonderland. This time, Alice climbs
through the mirror on top of her mantelpiece and finds herself in an alternate world from her own.
Alice soon becomes part of a large-scale chess game, where she meets strange and interesting
characters through her journey. Traveling the land, Alice meets Tweedledum and Tweedledee,
learns of the Walrus and the Carpenter, runs into the Red and White Kings and Queens before being
crowned Queen herself. Through the Looking-Glass is a strange tale of chess, strategy, and
imagination. A great companion to the Disney movie, Alice Through the Looking Glass with Johnny
Depp.

matilda novel study teaching guide: The Hundred Penny Box - Literature Kit Gr. 3-4 Eleanor
Summers, 2013-10-17 Students gain a new sense of respect for age and the treasures that
accumulate with it. Helpful outlines of activities makes this resource easy to implement into any
classroom. Find facts about the city of Atlanta, Georgia. Draw and color a picture of what the penny
box may look like. Students explain the sentence you worry me to death to play in their own words.
Complete a chart by matching vocabulary words to their meanings. Predict what like will be like for
Michael with Aunt Dew for the next few months. Write a story describing Aunt Dew's move to
Michael's home in her own point of view. Aligned to your State Standards and written to Bloom's
Taxonomy, additional crossword, word search, comprehension quiz and answer key are also
included. About the Novel: The Hundred Penny Box is the Newbery Honor-winning story of a boy
and his great-great aunt. Michael has a 100-year-old great-great aunt who keeps an old wooden box
full of 100 pennies, one for each year she's been alive. Attached to each penny is a memory of what
happened in Michael's aunt's life the year each coin was minted. Born in 1874, her first coin
represents the Reconstruction. The 1930 penny represents the death of her husband. Michael enjoys
to hear the stories attached to each penny, but soon finds that his great-great aunt is as old and
feeble as the box that carries them.

matilda novel study teaching guide: Ramona Quimby, Age 8 - Literature Kit Gr. 3-4
Marie-Helen Goyetche, 2006-12-01 Your students will relate to this coming-of-age story filled with




difficulties at school and at home. Educators can start their unit on this novel right away with
ready-made questions and writing activities. Replace vocabulary words with their synonyms to
complete the sentences. Match characters to their descriptions. Evaluate the concept of
consequences by brainstorming some other outcomes to Ramona's behavior. Describe a time when
an uncomfortable conversation was necessary in order to 'clear the air'. Record stages of a favorite
science experiment in 3 stages. Create a Story Star Maker, detailing the who, what, where, when ,
why, and how of the story. Aligned to your State Standards and written to Bloom's Taxonomy,
additional crossword, word search, comprehension quiz and answer key are also included. About the
Novel: Ramona is a typical eight-year-old, but growing up is not easy! For instance, a new fad begins
at school where the children whack hard-boiled eggs on their heads before they eat them. Unluckily
for Ramona, she accidentally ends up wearing raw egg on her head - this is not her favorite day! She
also must deal with the challenges of being with a four-year-old after school, her older sister’s
moods, her father quitting his job and studying full time, the family car breaking down, and her
family’s financial troubles. By the end of this entertaining story, Ramona has come to terms with a
few things and is just a little bit more mature.

matilda novel study teaching guide: The Cricket in Times Square - Literature Kit Gr.
3-4 Michelle Jensen, 2013-10-09 Be uprooted and dropped into a busy and overwhelming city to
learn about friendship and belonging. Take all the work out of planning a lesson so there's more time
focused on comprehension and engaging hands-on follow-up activities. Do some research on the
importance of crickets in the Chinese culture. Compare Chinatown with Times Square by listing
three differences. Describe Chester's dream and what he did in response to it. Find the words the
author used to represent sounds and explain what sounds they represent. Imagine what it would be
like for Harry and Tucker to visit Chester in the country. Get into the 'skin' of Tucker to tell how he
would act if he found money in Times Square. Aligned to your State Standards and written to
Bloom's Taxonomy, additional crossword, word search, comprehension quiz and answer key are also
included. About the Novel: The Cricket in Times Square is the Newbery Honor-winning story of a
cricket who finds himself taken away from his country home and dropped right in the Times Square
subway station. Chester Cricket enjoys his home in Connecticut; however, one day he is brought to
the city and immediately misses home. While in Times Square, Chester meets Tucker Mouse and
Harry Cat, who quickly become friends with the musical insect. Chester is also adopted by Mario, a
young boy who's family runs a small newspaper stand in the station. Throughout the story, Chester
finds himself amidst many obstacles and struggling to prove he belongs in the big city.

matilda novel study teaching guide: The Trumpet of the Swan - Literature Kit Gr. 3-4
Lisa Renaud, 2019-11-14 See how hard work and perseverance can help someone overcome their
shortcomings. The higher level questioning in this comprehensive novel study works great with
small groups. Students are prompted to think about their future and imagine what they want to be
when they grow up. Put events in the order they occur when Sam meets the swans. Describe what
the teacher's first reaction to Louis was when he decided to go to school. Predict how the campers
will react to Louis. Students write a poem about something they love, similar to what Sam did for the
Head Man at the zoo. Label and describe the different parts that make up the anatomy of a
Trumpeter Swan. Aligned to your State Standards and written to Bloom's Taxonomy, additional
crossword, word search, comprehension quiz and answer key are also included. About the Novel:
The Trumpet of the Swan tells the story of a young swan without the ability to talk. Louis is a
trumpeter swan. Unfortunately, he is unable to talk to other swans. Louis decides he needs to learn
how to read and write so that he can properly communicate. He goes to his human friend, Sam, for
help. Sam takes Louis to school with him, where he learns how to read and write, and is gifted with a
slate and piece of chalk. When he returns to his family, Louis quickly learns that this method won't
work, as other swans can't read what he writes on his board. In an effort to help his son, Louis'
father steals a trumpet from a local music store. Finally, Louis is able to trumpet like the rest of the
swans. However, now he faces a new problem—his father is a thief. Louis decides to leave the nest
in an effort to earn enough money to pay for the stolen trumpet and restore his father's honor. What



follows is a series of events that entwine Louis in the lives of several humans.

matilda novel study teaching guide: Little House on the Prairie - Literature Kit Gr. 3-4
Lily Erlic, 2018-08-14 Find out what life on the prairie was really like with this retelling of actual
events. The thorough and comprehensive questions are great for small group work. Students put
themselves in Laura's shoes as she experiences the hardships of living on the prairie. Test student
comprehension of key vocabulary words found in the novel. Students explore what they learn about
life on the prairie, particularly with how Pa builds the log cabin. Challenge students to describe
Laura's surroundings while living on the prairie. Reenact your favorite scene from the novel in small
groups. Complete a story map graphic organizer, following the events that take place during Laura's
time on the prairie. Aligned to your State Standards and written to Bloom's Taxonomy, additional
crossword, word search, comprehension quiz and answer key are also included. About the Novel:
Little House on the Prairie follows one family's journey to a new home and new beginnings. Laura
lives in a house in the Big Woods. But the area is becoming too crowded. Her father decides to
uproot and move out to the prairies, where the land is vast and plentiful. On their journey, the family
must cross two great rivers before the ice melts. They camp out alone with very little between them
and their harsh environment. Soon they arrive on the prairie and choose a place to settle. But their
hardships don't end there. While they build their new log cabin and get used to their surroundings,
the family must survive illness, fires, wolves, and an increasing native population. As they finally
settle in and prepare to plant their first crop, the family's year living on the prairie comes to an end.
Little House on the Prairie is an educational story about what life was like in the American Midwest
during the 19th century.

matilda novel study teaching guide: The Mouse and the Motorcycle - Literature Kit Gr.
3-4 Marie-Helen Goyetche, 2006-12-01 Enjoy this tale of friendship and adventure, a new take on
family vacations. Get your students thinking and predicting with the use of before and after you read
questions. Answer opinion questions to set up the reading. Understand difficult words that will be
used in the book. Use proof from the novel to find out why Ralph liked motorcycles so much.
Students describe an exciting adventure they were a part of. Create new idioms like quiet as a
mouse. Identify problems Keith encounters in a flow chart, leading to how he solves each problem.
Aligned to your State Standards and written to Bloom's Taxonomy, additional crossword, word
search, comprehension quiz and answer key are also included. About the Novel: Meet Ralph, the
perky and reckless mouse that lives at Mountain View Inn. Vacationing boy Keith Gridley brings out
his motorcycle, and through the mouse hole, Ralph falls in love with it. They become friends and
share the motorcycle. Ralph gets into many entertaining situations. While on an errand to find an
aspirin for his sick friend, Ralph gets caught by two teachers. Eventually Ralph escapes and finds an
aspirin, which he brings to Keith. Now that Keith's family’s vacation is coming to an end, he wants to
bring Ralph home with him. Ralph, however, wants to stay at the Inn, since this is his home. Keith
gives his motorcycle to Ralph to enjoy as the two part ways.

matilda novel study teaching guide: James and the Giant Peach - Literature Kit Gr. 3-4
Marie-Helen Goyetche, 2006-12-01 Gain a sense of wonder as you travel across the Atlantic in a
giant peach. Help students understand reading comprehension and aid them with higher-order
thinking questions. Make predictions about what will happen next, and get into the heads of the
characters by explaining what they mean with their dialog. Think about the magic power that
changes the peach and imagine how it would affect a person, insect or animal. Write a sentence
using alliteration to describe an object or event. Complete a KWL Chart on one of the creatures from
the book. Aligned to your State Standards and written to Bloom's Taxonomy, additional crossword,
word search, comprehension quiz and answer key are also included. About the Novel: A humorous
and entertaining fairy tale about the adventures of a boy named James and his insect friends. An old
man gives James green magical crystals that do wonders on a peach as it grows bigger than a house.
With his insect friends, James flies from England to New York City with the help of 502 seagulls, and
lands on the pinnacle of the Empire State Building. His friend, Old-Green-Grasshopper, becomes
part of the New York Symphony Orchestra. Silkworm and Miss Spider set up a factory and make



ropes for tightrope walkers. Ladybug gets married to the Head of the Fire Department. Glow-worm
becomes the light inside the Statue of Liberty. Centipede is made Vice-President of a high-class firm
of boot manufacturers. Earthworm makes commercials for a face cream company.

matilda novel study teaching guide: The Boy in the Striped Pajamas - Literature Kit Gr.
7-8 Lynda Allison, 2014-11-19 Experience this powerful story about childhood innocence, friendship
and suffering set at Auschwitz Concentration Camp during World War II. Assess students'
comprehension of the novel and explore their personal reactions to the events of the book. Imagine
what Bruno sees from his bedroom window that makes him feel cold and unsafe. Explore Bruno's
state of mind by detailing the lesson he learns from his conversation with Maria, and what
experiences he thinks he shares with her. Identify statements about the story as either Bruno or his
mother's description of Herr Roller. Match vocabulary words from the novel with their meanings.
Describe how Bruno's perspective is different from Gretel's because he is getting to know Maria,
Pavel and Schmuel. Aligned to your State Standards and written to Bloom's Taxonomy, additional
crossword, word search, comprehension quiz and answer key are also included. About the Novel:
The Boy in the Striped Pajamas is a classic story told from the point of view of a young German boy
as he befriends a Jewish boy at a concentration camp. Nine-year-old Bruno lives with his family at
Auschwitz Concentration Camp. They move there when Bruno's father is prompted to Commandant.
While at his new home, Bruno meets and befriends a young boy named Shmuel who lives on the
other side of the wire fence that surrounds the camp. One day, Bruno's mother convinces his father
to let the family move back to Berlin. Before they leave, Bruno disguises himself and sneaks into the
camp to help his friend find his missing father.

matilda novel study teaching guide: The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe - Literature Kit
Gr. 5-6 Chad Ibbotson, 2018-06-22 Travel through a wardrobe to discover your destiny. The activity
sheets are great for accountability of the information. Students put themselves in Peter's shoes and
imagine how he feels about staying at the Professor's house. Get into the mind of Lucy and predict
what she will do about what she learns of the wardrobe. Break down the conversation Peter and
Susan have with the Professor to determine why it was so strange. Answer multiple choice questions
about Narnia's history based on what was read in the novel. Create a map of the Witch's fortress.
Draw and describe some of the creatures from the book. Aligned to your State Standards, additional
crossword, word search, comprehension quiz and answer key are also included. About the Novel:
The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe mirrors the difficulties of war at home with conflict in a
fantastical land. Lucy, Edmund, Peter, and Susan have been sent to live in the country to get away
from the air-raids that are affecting London. They find themselves in the care of an old Professor in a
large house. To spend the time, the children roam about the house, investigating every nook and
cranny. In one particular room lies a large wardrobe filled with fur coats. It's inside this wardrobe
that the children find themselves traveling to the magical land of Narnia. Here, the children are
immediately plunged into a conflict between the inhabitants of Narnia and the Witch that have
cursed them. The children learn that they are part of a prophecy that foretells two human boys and
two human girls will defeat the Witch and bring peace to the land. The group meet up with Aslan
before an epic battle that sees the children victorious and prosperous as the new Kings and Queens
of Narnia. This magical tale allows children to gain control over their destiny and fight for the rights
of others.

matilda novel study teaching guide: Resources in Education, 1997

matilda novel study teaching guide: Reading Comprehension Gr. 5-8 Brenda Rollins,
2009-09-01 A child’s ability to read and comprehend the written word is his touchstone to success in
school and in life. Designed to teach the reading skills that are basic to reading fluency, our resource
emphasizes the primary building blocks of reading acquisition. Start off by identifying the main idea
of a passage. Find out how details will point to the most important part of a story. Then, use graphic
organizers to help identify context clues. Find out what questions to ask before drawing conclusions.
Gather all the facts and prior knowledge to help. Learn all about making inferences, and how clues
from the text and your own knowledge and experiences will tell you what the author is trying to say.




Discover the differences between facts and opinions. Learning to read between the lines will help
with comprehension. Finally, discover transition words as you learn about sequencing. Aligned to
your State Standards and written to Bloom's Taxonomy, reproducible writing tasks, crossword, word
search, comprehension quiz and answer key are also included.
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