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Black History Month Figures for Elementary Students: Inspiring Stories to Share

Black history month figures for elementary students open a wonderful door to
learning about courage, creativity, and change. Introducing young learners to these
important individuals not only enriches their understanding of history but also helps build
empathy and appreciation for diversity. When teaching black history, it’s essential to
highlight figures who made significant contributions in ways that resonate with children’s
experiences and curiosity. This article explores some key black history month figures for
elementary students and offers ideas on how to bring their stories to life in the classroom or
at home.

Why Highlight Black History Month Figures for
Elementary Students?

Children at the elementary level are naturally curious and eager to learn about other
people’s lives and achievements. Sharing stories of black history month figures helps
promote inclusivity and corrects historical omissions that have often left these important
figures invisible in traditional school curriculums. When kids meet the heroes, inventors,
artists, and leaders of black history, they see that greatness comes from all backgrounds.

Incorporating these stories early on also plants seeds of respect and understanding,
encouraging children to celebrate differences rather than fear them. It’s about more than
just history; it’s about identity, respect, and learning from the past to create a brighter,
more equitable future.

Inspiring Black History Month Figures for
Elementary Students

Here are some accessible and inspiring figures to introduce young learners to during Black
History Month or any time of the year:

1. Rosa Parks: The Mother of the Civil Rights Movement

Rosa Parks is often called “the mother of the civil rights movement” because of her brave
decision to refuse giving up her seat on a bus in Montgomery, Alabama. This act of peaceful
protest sparked the Montgomery Bus Boycott, a crucial event in the fight against
segregation. Kids can understand her courage by thinking about fairness—everyone
deserves to be treated equally, no matter what.



Teaching tip: Read a children’s picture book about Rosa Parks and discuss the idea of
standing up for what is right. You can even role-play scenarios where students practice
speaking up kindly and confidently.

2. George Washington Carver: The Plant Scientist

George Washington Carver was a brilliant inventor and scientist who loved plants. He found
many new uses for peanuts, sweet potatoes, and other crops, helping farmers improve their
lives. Carver’s story shows how curiosity and a love of nature can lead to amazing
discoveries.

Teaching tip: Try a simple science experiment with plants or create a mini garden to
connect students with Carver’s passion for agriculture and creativity.

3. Mae Jemison: The First Black Woman in Space

Mae Jemison’s journey to becoming an astronaut is full of adventure and determination.
She proved that with hard work and dreams, even the sky isn’t the limit. Jemison’s story
encourages children, especially girls, to explore STEM (science, technology, engineering,
and math) fields.

Teaching tip: Incorporate space-themed activities or videos about astronauts to spark
interest in science and space exploration.

4. Langston Hughes: The Voice of Poetry and Jazz

Langston Hughes wrote poems and stories that celebrated African American culture and the
joy of music. His work introduces children to the rhythms of jazz and the power of words to
express feelings and dreams.

Teaching tip: Read some of Hughes’ simple poems aloud and encourage kids to create their
own poetry or rhythm patterns inspired by jazz music.

5. Harriet Tubman: The Brave Conductor of the
Underground Railroad

Harriet Tubman’s bravery and dedication to freedom make her a heroic figure in history.
She helped many enslaved people escape to freedom, risking her own life many times.
Tubman’s story teaches values of courage, sacrifice, and helping others.

Teaching tip: Use maps and storytelling to help children visualize the Underground Railroad
and discuss why standing up for justice matters.



How to Make Black History Month Figures
Relatable for Kids

Introducing black history month figures for elementary students works best when the
stories connect to children’s own lives and values. Here are some helpful approaches:

Create Storytelling Experiences

Kids love stories, so framing historical facts as engaging narratives with heroes, challenges,
and triumphs helps keep their attention. Use picture books, videos, and interactive games
that bring these figures to life.

Connect to Everyday Values

Discuss qualities like bravery, kindness, creativity, and fairness, linking them to the lives of
black history figures. This connection helps kids see these people as role models they can
learn from and emulate.

Incorporate Art and Music

Many black history month figures contributed to culture through music, art, and
storytelling. Activities like drawing, singing, or acting out scenes encourage creative
learning and deeper engagement.

Highlight Modern-Day Inspirations

Show children how the legacy of black history figures continues today by introducing
contemporary heroes in sports, science, arts, and activism. This helps students understand
that history is alive and ongoing.

Additional Tips for Teaching Black History Month
Figures to Young Learners

Use age-appropriate resources: Choose books and materials designed for
elementary grades to ensure concepts are clear and relatable.

Encourage questions: Create a safe space for kids to ask about history, race, and
equality without fear of judgment.



Celebrate diversity year-round: While Black History Month is a special time,
weaving diverse stories into everyday lessons makes learning more inclusive.

Invite families to share: Encourage students’ families to contribute stories or
traditions that highlight black culture and history.

Recognizing the Impact of Black History Month
Figures Early On

Introducing black history month figures for elementary students is more than a history
lesson—it’s a chance to shape how children see the world and each other. By learning
about these inspiring individuals, kids gain insight into the struggles and triumphs that have
shaped society. They also discover the power of perseverance, creativity, and standing up
for what is right.

When we share these stories with young learners, we plant the roots for a more
compassionate and informed generation. These figures become more than names in a
book; they turn into heroes who inspire children to dream big, work hard, and treat
everyone with respect. This approach creates not only better students but also kinder,
more thoughtful people.

As you explore black history month figures for elementary students, remember that every
story told is a step toward understanding and appreciation. Whether it’s through reading,
art, music, or conversation, these moments of learning are opportunities to celebrate
diversity and inspire hope in young hearts.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was Martin Luther King Jr.?
Martin Luther King Jr. was a leader who worked for equal rights for African Americans and is
famous for his 'I Have a Dream' speech.

Why is Harriet Tubman important?
Harriet Tubman helped many enslaved people escape to freedom using the Underground
Railroad.

Who was Rosa Parks and what did she do?
Rosa Parks is known for refusing to give up her bus seat to a white person, which helped
start the Civil Rights Movement.



What did George Washington Carver invent?
George Washington Carver was a scientist who created many products from peanuts and
sweet potatoes.

Who was Jackie Robinson?
Jackie Robinson was the first African American baseball player in Major League Baseball,
breaking the color barrier.

Why is Maya Angelou a famous figure?
Maya Angelou was a poet and author who wrote about her life and the experience of
African Americans.

Who was Frederick Douglass?
Frederick Douglass was a former enslaved person who became a leader and spoke out for
the freedom and rights of African Americans.

What did Thurgood Marshall achieve?
Thurgood Marshall was the first African American Supreme Court Justice and fought for civil
rights.

Who was Ruby Bridges?
Ruby Bridges was the first African American child to attend an all-white elementary school
in the South during segregation.

Why do we celebrate Black History Month?
We celebrate Black History Month to remember and honor the important contributions and
history of African Americans.

Additional Resources
Black History Month Figures for Elementary Students: Introducing Inspiring Role Models

black history month figures for elementary students provide a vital opportunity to
introduce young learners to influential individuals who have shaped history, culture, and
society. Educators and parents often seek accessible and age-appropriate ways to present
these figures, ensuring that children understand their significance while fostering inclusivity
and diversity awareness. This article explores key Black History Month figures suited for
elementary students, analyzing why they resonate with young audiences and how their
stories can be effectively integrated into educational settings.



Understanding the Importance of Black History
Month Figures for Young Learners

Black History Month, celebrated annually in February in the United States and Canada,
serves as a dedicated time to recognize the achievements and contributions of African
Americans throughout history. For elementary students, learning about these figures is not
only about acknowledging past struggles and triumphs but also about cultivating empathy,
respect, and a broader worldview.

The selection of Black history month figures for elementary students needs to be
thoughtful, focusing on individuals whose stories are both inspirational and comprehensible
for children aged 5 to 11. This approach helps instill a sense of pride and possibility,
encouraging students to see themselves as future contributors to society.

Criteria for Selecting Figures Suitable for Elementary
Education

When choosing Black history month figures for elementary students, several factors come
into play:

Relatability: Figures whose stories connect with children’s experiences or values.

Positive Role Models: Individuals demonstrating courage, creativity, perseverance,
and kindness.

Age-Appropriate Narratives: Stories simplified without losing their historical
significance.

Diverse Contributions: Representing various fields such as science, arts, civil rights,
and sports.

By adhering to these criteria, educators can ensure that the figures presented not only
educate but also inspire.

Prominent Black History Month Figures for
Elementary Students

Highlighting a diverse range of Black history month figures for elementary students offers a
panoramic view of African American achievements. Below are some impactful individuals
whose stories resonate well within elementary curricula.



Martin Luther King Jr.: The Voice of Peace and Equality

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. remains one of the most recognized figures in Black history
education. His leadership during the Civil Rights Movement and his advocacy for nonviolent
protest provide a powerful lesson in justice and equality. Elementary students can engage
with simplified versions of his famous "I Have a Dream" speech, learning about the
importance of fairness and standing up for what is right.

Rosa Parks: Courage in Everyday Actions

Rosa Parks’ refusal to give up her bus seat symbolizes courage and civil disobedience. Her
story is accessible to young children and serves as an example of how one person’s actions
can ignite significant social change. Teaching about Rosa Parks helps students understand
the concept of standing up against injustice in respectful ways.

George Washington Carver: Innovation in Science and
Agriculture

Known as the "Peanut Man," George Washington Carver’s contributions to agriculture and
science highlight creativity and problem-solving. His work in developing numerous uses for
peanuts and sweet potatoes shows children the value of curiosity and perseverance in
scientific discovery.

Mae Jemison: Breaking Barriers in Space Exploration

Mae Jemison, the first African American woman astronaut, inspires children with her journey
into space and her dedication to science and education. Her story encourages girls and
boys alike to pursue STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics) fields and
to dream beyond traditional boundaries.

Madam C.J. Walker: Entrepreneurship and
Empowerment

As one of the first female African American self-made millionaires, Madam C.J. Walker’s
story is a testament to entrepreneurship and empowerment. Elementary students can learn
about her innovative hair care products and her commitment to helping others, fostering
lessons on business, determination, and community support.



Integrating Black History Figures into Elementary
Curriculum

Incorporating Black history month figures for elementary students requires more than just
storytelling; it involves creating immersive and interactive learning experiences. Various
strategies enhance engagement and retention.

Use of Multimedia and Visual Aids

Children respond well to multimedia presentations, including videos, picture books, and
interactive timelines. For example, animated biographies of figures like Martin Luther King
Jr. or Mae Jemison can make historical events vivid and relatable.

Project-Based Learning

Hands-on projects, such as creating posters, dioramas, or simple biographies, help students
process information actively. Projects can include researching a figure and presenting
findings to classmates, which builds communication skills and deeper understanding.

Storytelling and Role-Playing

Role-playing historical figures or reenacting key moments from civil rights history can make
lessons memorable. This approach encourages empathy by placing students in the shoes of
these influential individuals, helping them grasp the emotions and challenges faced.

Comparative Analysis with Contemporary Figures

Linking historical Black figures with contemporary role models provides continuity and
relevance. For instance, comparing George Washington Carver’s innovations with modern
African American scientists showcases the ongoing impact of Black contributions to society.

Challenges and Considerations in Teaching Black
History to Elementary Students

Despite the clear benefits, educators face challenges when teaching Black history month
figures to elementary students. One major concern is balancing historical accuracy with
age-appropriate content. Some topics related to racial discrimination and injustice require
careful framing to avoid distress while still conveying important lessons.



Additionally, ensuring diversity within the figures chosen is critical to avoid a narrow or
monolithic representation. Overemphasis on a few well-known individuals can overshadow
lesser-known but equally impactful figures, such as Claudette Colvin or Benjamin Banneker,
whose stories also hold educational value.

Furthermore, educators must be aware of varying community perspectives and
sensitivities. Engaging parents and guardians through communication and inclusive
resources can create a supportive environment for learning.

Impact of Early Exposure to Black History Month
Figures

Research suggests that early exposure to diverse historical figures positively influences
children’s attitudes toward race and identity. Introducing Black history month figures for
elementary students helps combat stereotypes and fosters inclusivity from a young age.

According to a study published by the Journal of Educational Psychology, students exposed
to diverse historical narratives demonstrate increased empathy and reduced racial bias
compared to peers with limited exposure. This underscores the importance of integrating
Black history education early in school curricula.

Moreover, presenting stories of perseverance and achievement can enhance self-esteem
among African American students, providing them with relatable role models.

Resources for Educators and Parents

Several organizations offer curated materials designed specifically for elementary learners:

National Museum of African American History and Culture: Online exhibits and
lesson plans.

Scholastic’s Black History Month Resources: Age-appropriate books and
activities.

Teaching Tolerance: Strategies for inclusive teaching practices.

Storyberries and Epic!: Digital libraries with children’s biographies of Black
historical figures.

Using these resources can streamline lesson planning and ensure content accuracy and
engagement.

As educators and parents continue to seek meaningful ways to celebrate and educate
about Black history, selecting the right figures and methods for elementary students



remains essential. By focusing on relatable, inspiring stories and employing diverse
teaching strategies, the lessons of Black History Month can leave a lasting impression on
young minds, fostering a more inclusive and aware generation.

Black History Month Figures For Elementary Students
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encapsulate the experiences of the Black and African diaspora. By telling the stories that are often
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is the ultimate lesson in Black history that will empower and inspire the youth through its retellings
of the stories often left by the wayside.
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learning activities in your elementary classrooms today with this easy-to-use guide! This smart,
all-in-one resource from widely acclaimed authors Homa Tavangar and Becky Morales provides
hundreds of easy, stand-alone activities, resources, and projects to help busy educators: Seamlessly
integrate global awareness themes into existing K-5 Common Core curriculum Recruit parent and
community volunteers and organizations Use social media for student global collaboration projects
Plan international events, after-school clubs, and cross-curricular activities Includes a 12-month
timeline, backmapping tips, 50+ ready-to-start projects, and online links.
  black history month figures for elementary students: The American Dream for Students of
Color Gretchen Givens Generett, Amy M. Olson, 2021-03-24 In The American Dream for Students of
Color, the tenets of the American Dream as a merit narrative enacted in schools are examined to
better understand how beliefs about talent, hard work, and perseverance support the status quo
rather than critical analyze barriers to educational success for students of color and students from a
poverty context. Using narrative methodologies, this book explores the connections and
consistencies within and between their personal narratives and the narratives of school youth and
educators that work with them. Based on analysis of these shared stories, the authors argue for the
importance of moving from individualized success stories that reify hard work and perseverance to
collective, communal stories that serve to break down myths of meritocracy, critically examine
inequities, and move educational advocates forward in authentic, audacious, hopeful ways.
  black history month figures for elementary students: Transformative Ethnic Studies in
Schools Christine E. Sleeter, Miguel Zavala, 2020 Drawing on Christine Sleeter's review of research
on the academic and social impact of ethnic studies commissioned by the National Education
Association, this book will examine the value and forms of teaching and researching ethnic studies.
The book employs a diverse conceptual framework, including critical pedagogy, anti-racism,
Afrocentrism, Indigeneity, youth participatory action research, and critical multicultural education.
The book provides cases of classroom teachers to 'illustrate what such conceptual framework look
like when enacted in the classroom, as well as tensions that spring from them within school
bureaucracies driven by neoliberalism.' Sleeter and Zavala will also outline ways to conduct
research for 'investigating both learning and broader impacts of ethnic research used for liberatory
ends'--
  black history month figures for elementary students: Multicultural Gifted Education
Donna Y. Ford, 2021-09-03 Each year, the United States witnesses significant changes in the
demographics of its citizens. Accordingly, schools—and the students we teach—are also changing.
With such changes come the need, responsibility, and obligation for educators to provide students
with an education that is both rigorous and culturally responsive. This book bridges the gap that
exists between educating advanced learners and educating culturally different learners.
Multicultural Gifted Education, 2nd ed. addresses various topics, including racially and culturally
diverse students and families, historical and legal perspectives on educating gifted and minority
students, culturally responsive curriculum and assessment, and counseling students from a
multicultural perspective.
  black history month figures for elementary students: Libraries, Literacy, and African
American Youth Sandra Hughes-Hassell, Pauletta Brown Bracy, Casey H. Rawson, 2016-10-31 This
important book is a call to action for the library community to address the literacy and life outcome
gaps impacting African American youth. It provides strategies that enable school and public
librarians to transform their services, programs, and collections to be more responsive to the
literacy strengths, experiences, and needs of African American youth. According to National
Assessment of Educational Progress (NEAP), only 18 percent of African American fourth graders and
17 percent of African American eighth graders performed at or above proficiency in reading in 2013.
This book draws on research from various academic fields to explore the issues surrounding African
American literacy and to aid in developing culturally responsive school and library programs with
the goal of helping to close the achievement gap and improve the quality of life for African American
youth. The book merges the work of its three authors along with the findings of other researchers



and practitioners, highlighting exemplary programs, such as the award-winning Pearl Bailey Library
Program, the Maker Jawn initiative at the Free Library of Philadelphia, and the Blue Ribbon Mentor
Advocate writing institute in the Chapel Hill-Carrboro City Schools, among others. Readers will
understand how these culturally responsive programs put theory and research-based best practices
into local action and see how to adapt them to meet the needs of their communities.
  black history month figures for elementary students: Dialoguing across Cultures,
Identities, and Learning Bob Fecho, Jennifer Clifton, 2016-10-04 Drawing on Dialogical Self
Theory, this book presents a new framework for social and cultural identity construction in the
literacy classroom, offering possibilities for how teachers might adjust their pedagogy to better
support the range of cultural stances present in all classrooms. In the complex
multicultural/multiethnic/multilingual contexts of learning in and out of school spaces today,
students and teachers are constantly dialoguing across cultures, both internally and externally, and
these cultures are in dialogue with each other. The authors unpack some of the complexity of culture
and identity, what people do with culture and identity, and how people navigate multiple cultures
and identities. Readers are invited to re-examine how they view different cultures and the roles
these play in their lives, and to dialogue with the authors about cultures, learning, literacy, identity,
and agency.
  black history month figures for elementary students: African Caribbean Pupils in Art
Education Paul Dash, 2010-01-01 This book deals with the issue of African Caribbean pupil
invisibility in the art and design classroom. As such it addresses African Caribbean pupil invisibility
in almost any teaching and learning context. The book argues that the slave trade, which ruptured
their continuities with an African past, continues to impact on the learning of such pupils relative to
others. In seeking to explicate this matter, the book places African Caribbean pupils in the wider
context of African, Caribbean and Western cultural identities. Just where do they belong? To address
this matter, it calls on the theorising of thinkers with an interest in identity construction, learning
and belonging particularly with reference to the Caribbean. The book is organised in three sections,
the first presents the rationale for the enquiry; the second outlines the outcome from a small
research project with a focus on African Caribbean learners in the art and design classroom, and the
third reflects on key issues that emerged from the research in relation to the rationale. The book
ends by offering possibilities for developing African Caribbean teaching and learning in art and
design. African Caribbean Pupils in Art Education is very erudite and the centre of a world of
reference and allusion - Dash relates its arguments and insights to many different writers and
contexts. These will lead readers to many other writers and their arguments in related fields of study
personalised research - interviews with teachers and students, adds realism and close-to-the-bone
insight to the points Dash makes. These interviews are not 'academised' and made tedious or
uninteresting, but real life and real classroom and curriculum issues come out clearly and
undisguisedly in the subjects’ words. Many of their points are full of meaning and lucidity and add
more power to Dash’s arguments. Thus the book will be of real value to prospective teachers and
teacher educators too, as a tool of learning and a stimulus for discussion. The book goes a long way
beyond only being a text for Art Education students. It’s arguments have salience for all
Educationalists and trainee teachers, as well as for staffrooms in Britain and North America (Canada
and the U. S., for example). It deals with vital questions, both for African-Caribbean students and
their white and Asian classmates, canvassing issues of intellectual and cultural confidence for
African-Caribbean students and historical and contemporary truth for others. Chris Searle, Director
of the Ahmed Iqbal Ullah Race Relations Resource Centre at the University of Manchester.
  black history month figures for elementary students: Resources in Education , 2000-04
  black history month figures for elementary students: Encyclopedia of African American
Education Kofi Lomotey, 2010 The Encyclopedia of African American Education covers educational
institutions at every level, from preschool through graduate and professional training, with special
attention to historically black and predominantly black colleges and universities. Other entries cover
individuals, organizations, associations, and publications that have had a significant impact on



African American education. The Encyclopedia also presents information on public policy affecting
the education of African Americans, including both court decisions and legislation. It includes a
discussion of curriculum, concepts, theories, and alternative models of education, and addresses the
topics of gender and sexual orientation, religion, and the media. The Encyclopedia also includes a
Reader's Guide, provided to help readers find entries on related topics. It classifies entries in sixteen
categories: Alternative Educational Models Associations and Organizations Biographies Collegiate
Education Curriculum Economics Gender Graduate and Professional Education Historically Black
Colleges and Universities Legal Cases Pre-Collegiate Education Psychology and Human
Development Public Policy Publications Religious Institutions Segregation/Desegregation. Some
entries appear in more than one category. This two-volume reference work will be an invaluable
resource not only for educators and students but for all readers who seek an understanding of
African American education both historically and in the 21st century.
  black history month figures for elementary students: Children of a Troubled Time
Margaret A. Hagerman, 2024-05-14 Through listening to kids in Massachusetts and Mississippi talk
about growing up in the era of Trump, this book reveals what kids today think and feel about racism
in the United States-and what this might mean for the future--
  black history month figures for elementary students: The Second Kids' World Almanac of
Records and Facts Margo McLoone, Alice Siegel, 1987 A reference book containing information
grouped in such categories as animals, body and health, computers and robots, language, and
religion.
  black history month figures for elementary students: Civil Rights Then and Now Kristina
Brooke Daniele , 2022-01-18 Civil Rights Movement Facts for Kids (Ages 8-12) Civil Rights Then and
Now: A Timeline of the Fight for Equality in America doubles as a Civil Rights Movement guide and
Black history book for kids. It’s a tool for resourceful parents and educators who aim to engage
youth on topics of racism, discrimination, social justice, and prejudice from a historical perspective
to the modern present day. A crash course in historical events rich in social justice. This
information-packed social justice book and civil rights timeline introduces readers to a selection of
many critical civil rights movement facts, moments, and historical events in this Black history book
for kids. A complete timeline of historical events unlike any other. Civil Rights Then and Now
presents readers with facts, biographies of historical Black people, modern historical black figures
such as Black activists, landmark supreme court cases, and historical events in a digestible manner
and within a historical context. It also provides context for the modern civil rights movement,
tackling subjects like racism and Black Lives Matter for kids to understand the present and future of
the social justice movement. A resource for engaging youth with civil rights movement facts. From
the start of Slavery to the modern struggle against systemic oppression, this book sparks kid-friendly
conversations about subjects that are often ignored. It’s the perfect addition to every teacher’s,
parent’s, or child’s library of children’s books and a kid-friendly tool for teaching civil rights
movement facts. Inside, you’ll find: • Vocabulary lists suitable for developing minds • Questions to
promote healthy discussion • Essay and journal prompts with processing concepts and topics If you
liked Black Heroes, What is the Civil Rights Movement? (What Was),or Finish the Fight!, you’ll love
Civil Rights Then and Now: A Timeline of the Fight for Equality in America.
  black history month figures for elementary students: Musical Landscapes in Color
William C. Banfield, 2023-02-21 Now available in paperback, William C. Banfield’s acclaimed
collection of interviews delves into the lives and work of forty-one Black composers. Each of the
profiled artists offers a candid self-portrait that explores areas from training and compositional
techniques to working in a exclusive canon that has existed for a very long time. At the same time,
Banfield draws on sociology, Western concepts of art and taste, and vernacular musical forms like
blues and jazz to provide a frame for the artists’ achievements and help to illuminate the ongoing
progress and struggles against industry barriers. Expanded illustrations and a new preface by the
author provide invaluable added context, making this new edition an essential companion for anyone
interested in Black composers or contemporary classical music. Composers featured: Michael Abels,



H. Leslie Adams, Lettie Beckon Alston, Thomas J. Anderson, Dwight Andrews, Regina Harris
Baiocchi, David Baker, William C. Banfield, Ysaye Maria Barnwell, Billy Childs, Noel DaCosta,
Anthony Davis, George Duke, Leslie Dunner, Donal Fox, Adolphus Hailstork, Jester Hairston, Herbie
Hancock, Jonathan Holland, Anthony Kelley, Wendell Logan, Bobby McFerrin, Dorothy Rudd Moore,
Jeffrey Mumford, Gary Powell Nash, Stephen Newby, Coleridge-Taylor Perkinson, Michael Powell,
Patrice Rushen, George Russell, Kevin Scott, Evelyn Simpson-Curenton, Hale Smith, Billy Taylor,
Frederick C. Tillis, George Walker, James Kimo Williams, Julius Williams, Tony Williams, Olly Wilson,
and Michael Woods
  black history month figures for elementary students: Place-Based Writing in Action Rob
Montgomery, Amanda Montgomery, 2024-02-06 This text presents a variety of ways for students to
meet traditional instructional goals in writing while also learning how writing can help them become
stewards of the natural world and advocates for their own communities. Built on a foundation of
emerging research and theory and grounded in the lived reality of teachers, this book explores the
material and virtual worlds as places that can be equally productive as sources for authentic writing.
Readers will find place-based writing activities, lesson ideas, and samples of student work in every
chapter. With practical and classroom-tested ideas, Place-Based Writing in Action is a useful text for
preservice and in-service English teachers, as well as any educator who wants to move the act of
writing beyond the four walls of the classroom.
  black history month figures for elementary students: The New Teacher Book Linda
Christensen, Stan Karp, Bob Peterson, Moe Yonamine, 2020-11-16 This expanded third edition of
The New Teacher Book grew out of Rethinking Schools workshops with early career teachers. It
offers practical guidance on how to flourish in schools and classrooms and connect in meaningful
ways with students and families from all cultures and backgrounds. Book Review 1: “I wish I had had
The New Teacher Book when I started. But I have it now. We all have it now. Read it. Learn from it.
Use it to change the world.” -- Lily Eskelsen Garcia President, National Education Association Book
Review 2: “This new edition of The New Teacher Book delivers powerful stories and lessons that will
help new teachers infuse social justice ideals in their classrooms every day.” -- Randi Weingarten
President, American Federation of Teachers Book Review 3: “The New Teacher Book offers a
roadmap for sustaining a career as a social justice educator. It’s the kind of vision we need to fill
classrooms with learning and hope.” -- Linda Darling-Hammond Charles E. Ducommun, Professor of
Education Emeritus, Stanford University
  black history month figures for elementary students: Raising Confident Black Kids MJ
Fievre, 2021-01-19 How to Raise Black Kids in a Racist World #1 New Release in Teacher Resources
and Student Life Raising Confident Black Kids includes everything Black and multi-racial families
need to know to raise empowered, confident children. From the realities of living while Black to
age-appropriate ways to discuss racism with your children, educator M.J. Fievre provides a
much-needed resource for parents of Black kids everywhere. It’s hard to balance protecting your
child’s innocence with preparing them for the realities of Black life. When —and how —do you
approach racism with your children? How do you protect their physical and mental health while also
preparing them for a country full of systemic racism? On the heels of Why Are All the Black Kids
Sitting Together in the Cafeteria and “Multiplication Is for White People” comes a parenting book
specifically for parents of Black kids. Now, there’s a guide to help you teach your kids how to thrive
—even when it feels like the world is against them. From racial profiling and police encounters to
the whitewashed lessons of history taught in schools, raising Black kids is no easy feat. In Raising
Confident Black Kids, teacher M.J. Fievre passes on the tips and guidance that have helped her
educate her Black students, including: How to encourage creativity and build self-confidence in your
kids Ways to engage in activism and help build a safer community with and for your children —and
ways to rest when you need to How to explain systemic racism, intersectionality, and
micro-aggressions If you found guidance and inspiration from books like The Unapologetic Guide to
Black Mental Health, Mother to Son, or Breathe, you’ll love Raising Confident Black Kids.
  black history month figures for elementary students: Educating Adolescent Newcomers



in the Superdiverse Midwest Brian Seilstad, 2021-03-24 This book juxtaposes superdiversity with
the reality of English-centricity in the United States, set against the long-standing challenges
regarding migration and language policy in the US, most recently underlined by Donald Trump’s
2016 election win and subsequent aggressive and partially successful attempts to limit migration.
The book explores the history, policies, and practices of an adolescent newcomer program in Central
Ohio, in the US Midwest, that seeks to provide an equitable and engaging education to its students.
It addresses, on the one hand, positive, progressive institutional responses, including an embrace of
translanguaging and a willingness to acknowledge and build on students’ languacultural
backgrounds. On the other hand, the book explores the effects of inconsistent, inefficient and
sometimes nonsensical patterns in these responses. The book analyzes student outcomes and argues
that, although some students are well-served by the program, tensions in the program lead to
uneven, and even troubling, behavior and results, ranging from poor academic performance to
dropping out. Finally, the book addresses ongoing evolutions and debates to the program and their
potential to realize the program's aspirations.
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