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Page from a Cold Island Frederick Exley: Exploring the Depths of a Literary
Journey

page from a cold island frederick exley is a phrase that might initially
mystify readers unfamiliar with Exley’s distinct voice and literary style.
Frederick Exley, an American writer known for his semi-autobiographical novel
"A Fan’s Notes," is often celebrated for his raw, candid exploration of
personal struggle, identity, and the search for meaning. While "Page from a
Cold Island" is less widely known than his hallmark work, it offers a
fascinating glimpse into his thematic concerns and narrative craft. This
article delves into the nuances of "page from a cold island frederick exley,"
providing insights into its context, style, and relevance, while naturally
weaving in related concepts such as American literary memoirs, mid-20th-
century literature, and existential themes.

Understanding “Page from a Cold Island” in
Frederick Exley’s Literary Context

Frederick Exley is often described as a cult figure in American literature,
partly because of his unique blend of fiction and autobiography. His works
frequently explore themes of failure, addiction, obsession, and the human
desire for redemption. "Page from a Cold Island" is a piece that reflects
these motifs through a poetic, somewhat melancholic lens.

The Origins and Nature of “Page from a Cold Island”

Although not as widely circulated as "A Fan’s Notes," “Page from a Cold
Island” can be considered a literary fragment or vignette that encapsulates
Exley'’s signature style. It is characterized by introspective narration and
vivid imagery, often evoking a sense of isolation and reflection. The “cold
island” metaphorically suggests emotional or psychological remoteness, a
recurring motif in Exley’s exploration of alienation.

Readers encountering this work discover a voice that is at once vulnerable
and sharp, wrestling with self-doubt and the complexities of human
experience. The cold island becomes a stage for Exley’s meditations on
identity and belonging, themes that resonate deeply within the broader
spectrum of American literature.



Frederick Exley’s Place in American Literary
Memoirs

To truly appreciate the significance of “page from a cold island frederick
exley,” it helps to situate Exley within the tradition of American literary
memoirs and autobiographical fiction. His writing blurs the lines between
fact and fiction, creating a compelling narrative that feels both personal
and universal.

The Memoir-Fiction Hybrid

Exley’s approach to memoir is unconventional. Unlike straightforward
autobiographies, his work often uses fictional elements to enhance emotional
truth. This hybrid genre allows for a more nuanced exploration of memory,
perception, and self-identity. “Page from a Cold Island” exemplifies this
style by offering fragmented reflections that mirror the disjointed nature of
memory and personal history.

Comparisons with Contemporary Writers

Exley’s work shares thematic roots with writers such as Jack Kerouac, Charles
Bukowski, and John Edward Williams. Like these authors, he delves into the
human condition with honesty and grit, often portraying flawed protagonists
who grapple with addiction, failure, and societal expectations. Readers who
appreciate mid-century American literature’s raw emotional intensity will
find “page from a cold island frederick exley” a compelling addition to this
literary lineage.

Thematic Exploration in “Page from a Cold
Island Frederick Exley”

What makes “page from a cold island frederick exley” particularly striking is
its thematic richness. The piece serves as a microcosm of Exley’s larger
narrative concerns, weaving together motifs of isolation, despair, and the
yearning for connection.

Isolation and Emotional Distance

The “cold island” imagery is a powerful symbol of loneliness and detachment.
Exley often portrays his protagonists as emotionally stranded, caught between
their desires and the harsh realities of life. This sense of isolation is not



just physical but deeply psychological, reflecting the internal battles many
face in seeking self-understanding.

The Struggle for Identity

Identity, both lost and sought after, is central to Exley’s work. His
characters frequently confront their failures and flaws, questioning their
place in the world. “Page from a Cold Island” echoes this struggle,
presenting a fragmented self that is simultaneously introspective and self-
critical, challenging readers to empathize with complex human emotions.

Existential Reflections

Existentialism permeates Exley’s writing, with recurring questions about
meaning, purpose, and mortality. The cold island metaphor also evokes a sense
of existential solitude, highlighting the human predicament of isolation in
an indifferent universe. This adds philosophical depth to the narrative,
inviting readers to ponder their own existence through Exley’s lens.

Stylistic Elements and Narrative Techniques

Frederick Exley’s prose is renowned for its candidness and emotional
intensity. “Page from a Cold Island” showcases some of his distinctive
stylistic choices that contribute to its lasting impact on readers.

Fragmented Structure and Poetic Language

The piece often employs a fragmented, almost stream-of-consciousness
structure that mirrors the fractured nature of memory and thought. This non-
linear approach allows Exley to convey emotional truth rather than
chronological accuracy. His use of poetic language enhances the mood, imbuing
the narrative with a haunting, lyrical quality that lingers with the reader.

First-Person Narrative and Confessional Tone

Exley’s first-person narration feels confessional, as if inviting readers
into his private world of struggles and revelations. This intimacy fosters a
strong connection between the writer and audience, making the emotional
content more immediate and relatable.



Use of Symbolism and Metaphor

Symbolism plays a vital role in “page from a cold island frederick exley.”
The cold island itself is a multifaceted symbol representing alienation,
introspection, and the emotional coldness that can isolate individuals. Other
symbols scattered throughout the text deepen its thematic resonance,
enriching the reading experience.

Why “Page from a Cold Island Frederick Exley”
Still Matters Today

Though written decades ago, “page from a cold island frederick exley”
continues to resonate with modern readers. Its exploration of universal
themes such as loneliness, identity, and the search for meaning transcends
time and place, offering valuable insights into the human condition.

Relevance to Contemporary Readers

In today’'s fast-paced, digitally connected world, the feelings of isolation
and introspection that Exley articulates remain profoundly relevant. His
willingness to confront personal demons and societal pressures provides a
blueprint for readers struggling with their own challenges, encouraging
authenticity and self-examination.

Influence on Modern Memoir and Literature

Exley’s blending of fact and fiction has influenced contemporary memoirists
and novelists who seek to break traditional narrative boundaries. “Page from
a Cold Island” serves as an early example of this innovative storytelling
approach, inspiring writers to explore hybrid forms that capture the
complexity of life more fully.

Tips for Engaging with Exley’s Work

For those new to Frederick Exley or “page from a cold island,” here are some
tips to enhance your reading experience:

» Read with patience: Exley’s fragmented style may require slow,
thoughtful reading to appreciate the emotional layers.

e Consider historical context: Understanding mid-20th-century American



culture can deepen your grasp of his themes.

e Reflect on personal connections: Relate the existential questions posed
in the text to your own experiences.

e Explore related works: Reading “A Fan’s Notes” alongside “Page from a
Cold Island” offers a fuller picture of Exley’s literary vision.

Discovering the nuances of “page from a cold island frederick exley” opens
doors to a rich world of emotional honesty and literary innovation. Whether
you're a longtime fan or a curious newcomer, this piece invites you to
confront the complexities of human existence through the eyes of one of
America’s most distinctive literary voices.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'A Page from a Cold Island' by Frederick
Exley about?

‘A Page from a Cold Island' is a memoir by Frederick Exley that explores his
complex relationship with his father and his struggles with identity and
mental health, set against the backdrop of his upbringing in upstate New
York.

When was 'A Page from a Cold Island' published?

'A Page from a Cold Island' was published posthumously in 2005, after
Frederick Exley's death.

How does 'A Page from a Cold Island' relate to
Frederick Exley's earlier work?

The book complements Exley's earlier famous work, 'A Fan's Notes,' by
providing deeper insight into his family's history and personal challenges,
further exploring themes of alienation and familial conflict.

What themes are explored in 'A Page from a Cold
Island'?

The memoir delves into themes such as family dysfunction, mental illness,
identity crisis, and the impact of upbringing on personal development.



Is 'A Page from a Cold Island' considered
autobiographical?

Yes, the book is autobiographical, drawing heavily from Frederick Exley's own
life experiences and emotions.

What is the significance of the title 'A Page from a
Cold Island'?

The title reflects the isolation and emotional coldness experienced by Exley,
symbolizing his sense of detachment and the bleakness of his familial
relationships.

How has 'A Page from a Cold Island' been received by
critics?

Critics have praised the memoir for its raw honesty and emotional depth,
viewing it as a powerful addition to Exley's body of work that sheds light on
his personal struggles.

Additional Resources

Page from a Cold Island Frederick Exley: An In-depth Exploration of Its
Literary Significance

page from a cold island frederick exley serves as a compelling phrase that
invites literary enthusiasts and scholars alike to delve into the nuanced
world of Frederick Exley’'s writings. Although Exley is most famously known
for his semi-autobiographical novel *A Fan’s Notes*, the phrase “page from a
cold island” evokes a different facet of his oeuvre and thematic concerns—one
that resonates with isolation, introspection, and the stark realities of
human existence. This article offers a comprehensive analysis of the context
and implications surrounding this phrase, drawing connections to Exley’s
broader literary contributions, style, and thematic preoccupations.

Contextualizing Frederick Exley’s Work

Frederick Exley (1929-1992) occupies a unique niche in American literature,
often described as a cult figure whose work blends fiction with memoir. His
writing is marked by a raw, confessional tone, and his exploration of
personal failure, mental health struggles, and the pursuit of meaning in an
indifferent world. The phrase “page from a cold island” can be interpreted
metaphorically to reflect the isolation and emotional desolation that
permeates much of Exley’s narrative landscape.



While there is no widely recognized standalone work by Exley titled “Page
from a Cold Island,” the phrase can be examined as an evocative symbol within
his literary style. It conjures images of remoteness and frigid
detachment—concepts that parallel the psychological isolation depicted in his
characters and narrators. Understanding this phrase within Exley’s oeuvre
requires a deeper dive into the interplay between setting, tone, and
character psychology that defines his writing.

Thematic Resonance of “Cold Island” in Exley’s
Writing

The metaphor of an island, particularly a “cold” one, is a potent literary
device representing solitude and existential alienation. In Exley'’s
narratives, protagonists often find themselves metaphorically marooned,
grappling with inner turmoil and societal estrangement. The “cold island”
imagery aligns with this motif, suggesting a place of emotional frostiness
and detachment from warmth or human connection.

Isolation and Alienation

Exley’s characters frequently experience profound isolation, both socially
and psychologically. This alienation emerges from the tension between
personal ambitions and external realities, a theme central to *A Fan’s Notes*
and echoed throughout his other works. A “page from a cold island”
metaphorically could signify a moment of stark self-reflection or a fragment
of narrative where the protagonist confronts the loneliness intrinsic to his
condition.

Existential Reflection

The “cold island” also symbolizes existential reflection—a mental space where
characters confront the void, question their purpose, and wrestle with
despair. Exley’s writing does not shy away from the bleak; instead, it often
immerses readers in the uncomfortable truths of failure and disillusionment.
The phrase suggests a literary snapshot, a “page” capturing this frozen
moment of existential clarity amid a harsh emotional landscape.

Stylistic Features: How Exley Communicates
Coldness and Distance

Exley’s prose style mirrors the thematic content implied by the phrase “page



from a cold island.” His narrative voice often adopts a detached, sometimes
sardonic tone that underscores the emotional chill of his subjects. This
stylistic approach enhances the immersive experience of isolation and
internal conflict.

* Fragmented Narrative: Exley frequently employs nonlinear storytelling,
which mirrors the fragmented psyche of his narrators, much like pieces
of a cold island scattered by stormy seas.

e Sharp Imagery: His use of vivid, sometimes stark imagery paints a
visceral picture of desolation, reinforcing the coldness implied by the
metaphor.

e Confessional Tone: The candid admission of personal flaws and failures
creates a sense of intimacy, even as the content evokes distance and
emotional chill.

Comparative Perspectives: Exley and Other
Literary Figures

To appreciate the significance of “page from a cold island frederick exley,”
it is useful to consider how similar themes are treated by contemporaries and
predecessors. Exley’'s exploration of isolation shares affinities with writers
like J.D. Salinger and Sylvia Plath, who also probe the human psyche’s darker
recesses.

Exley vs. J.D. Salinger

Both authors depict protagonists who feel estranged from society. However,
while Salinger’s Holden Caulfield often expresses youthful rebellion and
quest for innocence, Exley’'s narrators are steeped in adult disillusionment
and self-destructive tendencies. The “cold island” metaphor aligns more
closely with Exley’s harsher, more unforgiving self-examination.

Exley and Mental Health Narratives

Exley’s candid exploration of mental health predates the broader cultural
embrace of such themes. His portrayal of depression, alcoholism, and
institutionalization resonates with the “cold island” as a mental space
characterized by isolation and emotional numbness. This association enriches
the understanding of the phrase within the narrative framework of
psychological struggle.



Significance for Contemporary Readers and
Literary Critics

The phrase “page from a cold island frederick exley” encapsulates a microcosm
of the existential and emotional themes that continue to make Exley’s work
relevant. For contemporary readers, the metaphor offers a lens through which
to engage with the persistent human challenges of loneliness and identity.
Literary critics can also find fertile ground in analyzing how Exley'’s
stylistic and thematic choices convey emotional landscapes akin to a cold,
isolated island.

Relevance in Modern Literary Discourse

In an era increasingly aware of mental health and emotional complexity,
Exley’s work—and by extension, the imagery evoked by the “cold
island”—provides a raw, unvarnished look at the struggles beneath success and
public facades. This relevance enhances Exley’s status as a precursor to
modern confessional and autobiographical writing styles.

Challenges in Interpretation

One challenge in analyzing a phrase like “page from a cold island frederick
exley” lies in its ambiguity and lack of direct textual reference. It invites
interpretive flexibility but requires careful contextualization within
Exley’s broader literary corpus to avoid overgeneralization or
misrepresentation.

Conclusion: The Enduring Allure of Exley’s Cold
Island

Although “page from a cold island” does not directly title any of Frederick
Exley’s published works, it serves as a powerful metaphor that encapsulates
the core emotional and thematic currents of his writing. This phrase conjures
an image of solitary reflection and existential chill that resonates with the
confessional, fragmented, and intensely personal nature of Exley’s literary
output. Through this lens, readers and critics alike can appreciate the
haunting beauty and stark realism that define Frederick Exley’s contribution
to American literature.
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page from a cold island frederick exley: Page from a Cold Island Frederick Exley,
2011-11-02 The death of Edmund Wilson precipitates an odyssey through the distorted literary
landscape of America in search of Wilson's essence as the pre-eminent man of letters and the
author's own creative wellsprings

page from a cold island frederick exley: Literary Luxuries Joe David Bellamy, 1995 From the
Iowa Writers Workshop to the halls of Congress and the National Endowment for the Arts, from the
world of literary magazines and writers' conferences to the bizarre realm of the
late-twentieth-century American English department, Literary Luxuries takes the reader on a guided
tour of American literary life in our time--and the forces threatening its existence. Joe David Bellamy
has been a significant figure on the literary scene during the last three decades; as a literary
Everyman, he offers in Literary Luxuries a distinctive and valuable perspective on the culture wars,
on education and the imagination, on particular writers and major literary and aesthetic movements,
on the role of government in fostering cultural development, and on the day-to-day strife of the
writer's life in the United States. As director of the literature program of the National Endowment
for the Arts, Bellamy had the unenviable task of trying to persuade Congress and ordinary citizens
that American literature is worthy of support, and in Literary Luxuries he continues that debate and
helps us to understand its implications: Literature is our national treasury of language and style and
our best reckoning about human life, as it is lived in this time and place. Part memoir, part critique,
part impassioned defense of American literary culture and the values it espouses and struggles to
uphold, Literary Luxuries offers unforgettable commentary on the literary life in the United States
during the last decades of the twentieth century as described from the perspective of one of its key
participants.
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on the creative process via his obsession with John Updike.

page from a cold island frederick exley: The Story Of "Me" Marjorie Worthington, 2018-11
Autofiction, or works in which the eponymous author appears as a fictionalized character, represents
a significant trend in postwar American literature, when it proliferated to become a kind of
postmodern cliché. The Story of Me charts the history and development of this genre, analyzing its
narratological effects and discussing its cultural implications. By tracing autofiction's conceptual
issues through case studies and an array of texts, Marjorie Worthington sheds light on a number of
issues for postwar American writing: the maleness of the postmodern canon--and anxieties created
by the supposed waning of male privilege--the relationship between celebrity and authorship, the
influence of theory, the angst stemming from claims of the death of the author, and the rise of
memoir culture. Worthington constructs and contextualizes a bridge between the French literary
context, from which the term originated, and the rise of autofiction among various American literary
movements, from modernism to New Criticism to New Journalism. The Story of Me demonstrates
that the burgeoning of autofiction serves as a barometer of American literature, from modernist
authorial effacement to postmodern literary self-consciousness.

page from a cold island frederick exley: Brightness Falls Jay McInerney, 2011-08-17
Combining the lyrical observation of F. Scott Fitzgerald with the laser-bright social satire of Evelyn
Waugh, Jay Mclnerney gives us a novel that is stunningly accomplished and profoundly affecting. As
he maps the fault lines spreading through the once-impenetrable marriage of Russell and Corrine
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Calloway and chronicles Russell's wildly ambitious scheme to seize control of the publishing house
at which he works, Jay McInerney creates an elegy for New York in the 1980s. From the literary
chimeras and corporate raiders to those dispossessed by the pandemonium of money and power,
Brightness Falls captures a rash era at its moment of reckoning and gives reality back to a time that
now seems decidedly unreal.

page from a cold island frederick exley: The Culture of Narcissism: American Life in An
Age of Diminishing Expectations Christopher Lasch, 2018-10-23 The classic New York Times
bestseller, with a new introduction by E.J. Dionne Jr. When The Culture of Narcissism was first
published in 1979, Christopher Lasch was hailed as a “biblical prophet” (Time). Lasch’s
identification of narcissism as not only an individual ailment but also a burgeoning social epidemic
was groundbreaking. His diagnosis of American culture is even more relevant today, predicting the
limitless expansion of the anxious and grasping narcissistic self into every part of American life. The
Culture of Narcissism offers an astute and urgent analysis of what we need to know in these
troubled times.

page from a cold island frederick exley: New York Magazine , 1980-08-11 New York
magazine was born in 1968 after a run as an insert of the New York Herald Tribune and quickly
made a place for itself as the trusted resource for readers across the country. With award-winning
writing and photography covering everything from politics and food to theater and fashion, the
magazine's consistent mission has been to reflect back to its audience the energy and excitement of
the city itself, while celebrating New York as both a place and an idea.

page from a cold island frederick exley: A Reader's Book of Days: True Tales from the Lives
and Works of Writers for Every Day of the Year Tom Nissley, 2013-11-04 Book connoisseur Tom
Nissley has combed literary history to capture the stories that make writers' lives perennially
fascinating: their epiphanies, embarrassments and achievements. Each handsome page in A
Reader's Book of Days is devoted to a day of the year, featuring original accounts of events in the
lives of great writers, and fictional events that took place within beloved books.
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Congress. Copyright Office, 1977

page from a cold island frederick exley: Readings Michael Dirda, 2000 In these playful,
erudite, and idiosyncratically personal essays from the Washington Post Book World, Michael Dirda
shares some of the pleasures of the reading life. His subjects range from classics in translation to
fantasy and crime fiction; from children's books to American and European literature; from
innovative writing to neglected novels; from the dark joys of collecting first editions to the
untroubled pleasure of P. G. Wodehouse. Dirda is a writer's reader and a reader's writer. He is a
sure guide to good reading from the casual to the scholarly, and his columns are always diverting
and informative, always worth coming back to. Readings presents many of his most memorable
essays, including The Crime of His Life (a youthful caper), Bookman's Saturday (the scheming of a
book collector), an annotated list of 100 comic novels, Heian Holiday (on The Tale of Genji),
reflections on sex in literature, Mr. Wright (an exemplary high school teacher), Listening to My
Father, Turning Fifty, and Millennial Readings. In all these, and in 40 other pieces, Michael Dirda
shows us books as sources of aesthetic bliss, comfort, and not least, amusement.

page from a cold island frederick exley: The New York Times Book Review, 1988-07

page from a cold island frederick exley: Oxford Dictionary of English Idioms John Ayto,
2010-07-08 Offers entries for over six thousand idioms, including seven hundred new to this edition,
and provides background information, additional cross-references, and national variants.

page from a cold island frederick exley: B & Me ]J.C. Hallman, 2016-03-29 “A love letter to
the book as a physical object, a source of intellectual ardor, and a form of emotional salvation”
(Salon)—and a nod to U and I, Nicholson Baker’s classic memoir about John Updike—from an
award-winning author called “wonderfully bright” by The New York Times Book Review. Nearly
twenty-five years ago, Nicholson Baker wrote U and I, the fretful and handwringing—but also
groundbreaking—tale of his literary relationship with John Updike. U and I inspired a whole




sub-genre of engaging writing about reading, but what no story of this type has ever done is tell its
tale from the moment of conception, that moment when you realize that there is writer out there in
the world that you must read. B & Me is that story, the story of J.C. Hallman discovering and reading
Nicholson Baker...and discovering himself in the process. Our relationship to books in the digital
age, the role of art in an increasingly commodified world, the power great writing has to change us,
these are at the core of Hallman'’s investigation of Baker—questions he’s grappled with, values he’s
come to doubt. But in reading Baker’s work, Hallman discovers the key to overcoming the malaise
that had been plaguing him, through the books themselves and what he finds and contemplates in
his attempts to understand them and their enigmatic author. B & Me is literary self-archaeology: an
irreverent, incisive story of one reader’s desperate quest to restore passion to literature, and all the
things he learns along the way. “A wide-ranging and idiosyncratic career survey for Nicholson
Baker’s work, a love letter to the act of reading, and a commentary on the modern novel, this is a
book that readers will absolutely adore” (Publishers Weekly, starred review).

page from a cold island frederick exley: The Oxford Dictionary of Idioms Judith Siefring,
2005-11-10 Did you know that 'flavour of the month' originated in a marketing campaign in
American ice-cream parlours in the 1940s, when a particular flavour would be specially promoted for
a month at a time? And did you know that 'off the cuff' refers to the rather messy practice of writing
impromptu notes on one's shirt cuff before speaking in public? These and many more idioms are
explained and put into context in this second edition of the Oxford Dictionary of Idioms. This vastly
entertaining dictionary takes a fresh look at the idiomatic phrases and sayings that make English
such a rich and intriguing language. A major new edition, it contains entries for over 5000 idioms,
including 350 new entries and over 500 new quotations. The text has been updated to include many
new idioms using the findings of the Oxford English Reading Programme, the biggest language
research programme in the world. The entries are supported by a wealth of illustrative quotations
from a wide range of sources and periods. For example: 'Rowling has not been asleep at the wheel in
the three years since the last Potter novel, and I am pleased to report that she has not confused
sheer length with inspiration.' - Guardian, 2003. 'I made the speech of a lifetime. I had them tearing
up the seats and rolling in the aisles.' - P.G. Woodhouse, 1940. Many entries include boxed features
which give more detailed background on the idiom in question. For example, did you know that
'taken aback' was adopted from nautical terminology, and described a ship unable to move forward
because of a strong headwind pressing its sails back against the mast? The text has been entirely
redesigned so that it is both elegant and easy to use. Anyone interested in the quirky side of the
English language will have hours of fun browsing through this fascinating and informative volume.

page from a cold island frederick exley: Edmund Wilson Richard Hauer Costa, 1980-11-01
For the eminent American literary critic Edmund Wilson, Upstate New York was home. Richard
Hauer Costa's biography of Wilson's final years, from 1962 to 1972, in Talcottville, NY, combines the
literary, the political, and the domestic in an engaging portrait of Wilson as squierarchical,
Dickensian, benevolent. Costa shows us a very personal, accessible man as he tells us about Wilson's
opinions, literary and otherwise, his likes and dislikes, his almost spiritual link to Talcottville, his
failing health in his final years, his habits (moviegoing) and idiosyncracies (sneakers). What emerges
is a profile of Wilson not at all like the stern figure of academic biography. Also included are
interviews Costa conducted after Wilson's death with noted Upstate novelist Walter D. Edmonds,
Canadian writer Morley Callaghan, and Wilson's Upstate friend, Mary Pcolar.

page from a cold island frederick exley: Edmund Wilson Lewis M. Dabney, 2005-08-03 From
the Jazz Age through the McCarthy era, Edmund Wilson (1895-1972) stood at the center of the
American cultural scene. In his own youth a crucial champion of the young Ernest Hemingway and
F. Scott Fitzgerald, Wilson went on to write three classics of literary and intellectual history (Axel's
Castle, To the Finland Station, and Patriotic Gore), searching reportage, and criticism that has
outlasted many of its subjects. Wilson documented his unruly private life--a formative love affair with
Edna St. Vincent Millay, a tempestuous marriage to Mary McCarthy, and volatile friendships with
Fitzgerald and Vladimir Nabokov, among others--in openly erotic fiction and journals, but Lewis



Dabney is the first writer to integrate the life and work. Dabney traces the critic's intellectual
development, from son of small-town New Jersey gentry to America's last great renaissance man, a
deep commentator on everything from the Russian classics to Native American rituals to the Dead
Sea Scrolls. Along the way, Dabney shows why Wilson was and has remained--in his cosmopolitanism
and trenchant nonconformity--a model for young writers and intellectuals, as well as the favorite
critic of the general reader. Edmund Wilson will be recognized as the lasting biography of this
brilliant man whose life reflected so much of the cultural, social, and human experience of a
turbulent century.

page from a cold island frederick exley: John Cheever Scott Donaldson, 2016-06-28 “A
biography of great immediacy. . . . There are many sections of great poignancy, many funny things,
many of electric intimacy and candor . . . there is spellbinding power, never more so than in
describing Cheever’s death, pages that are both terrible and deeply moving; one is losing an old,
beloved friend.” —James Salter, Los Angeles Times Book Review “John Cheever: A Biography is
clearly an indispensable book. Donaldson moves gracefully from the personal to the literary. . . .
Solidly researched and entirely readable, admiring of the writer and knowing about the man. Stuffed
with fascinating anecdotes. It’s a gut-wrenching story. Donaldson tells it straight, without
embellishment, and our attention never strays.” —Dan Cryer, Newsday “A coup of investigative
reporting.” —Publishers Weekly “Both erudite and earthly. What emerges is a rich tapestry that
gives the reader extraordinary insight into the workings of a master storyteller’s mind.” —Jean
Graham, New York Daily News “John Cheever: A Biography by Scott Donaldson is as readable and
‘unputdownable’ as any thriller.” —T. Coraghessan Boyle “A revelation. What a triumph.”
—Frederick Exley “Donaldson has set a high standard that other biographers will find difficult to
equal.” —John Blades, Chicago Tribune

page from a cold island frederick exley: Studies in Modern American Autobiography Gordon
O. Taylor, 1986-06-18

page from a cold island frederick exley: Poetry Night at the Ballpark and Other Scenes from
an Alternative America Bill Kauffman, 2015-06-15 Bill Kauffman has carved out an idiosyncratic
identity quite unlike any other American writer. Praised by the likes of Gore Vidal, Benjamin
Schwarz, and George McGovern, he has, with a distinctive and slashingly witty, learnedly allusive
style, illumed forgotten corners of American history, articulated a defiant and passionate localism,
and written with love and dark humor of his repatriation. Poetry Night at the Ballpark gathers the
best of Bill Kauffman's essays and journalism in defense and explication of his alternative
America--or Americas. Its discrete pieces are bound by a thematic unity and propulsive energy and
are full of unexpected (yet startlingly apposite) connections and revelatory linkages. Whether he's
writing about conservative Beats, backyard astronomers, pacifist West Pointers, or Middle America
in the movies, Bill Kauffman will challenge, maybe even change, the way you look at American
politics and the American provinces.

page from a cold island frederick exley: New York Magazine , 1980-08-11 New York
magazine was born in 1968 after a run as an insert of the New York Herald Tribune and quickly
made a place for itself as the trusted resource for readers across the country. With award-winning
writing and photography covering everything from politics and food to theater and fashion, the
magazine's consistent mission has been to reflect back to its audience the energy and excitement of
the city itself, while celebrating New York as both a place and an idea.
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