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**Borderlands The Pre-Sequel Game Guide: Mastering Pandora’s Edge**

borderlands the pre sequel game guide is your essential companion if you’re diving into the chaotic,

action-packed universe that bridges the story between Borderlands and Borderlands 2. This game, set

on Pandora’s moon, offers a fresh twist on the franchise with unique gravity mechanics, new character

classes, and a darker look into the rise of Handsome Jack. Whether you’re a seasoned Vault Hunter

or a newcomer eager to explore the extended lore, this guide will help you navigate the challenges,

optimize your gameplay, and truly enjoy everything Borderlands The Pre-Sequel has to offer.

Getting Started: Understanding the Basics

Before charging into the moon’s dusty craters, it’s important to familiarize yourself with the core

gameplay mechanics that set Borderlands The Pre-Sequel apart from its predecessors.

The Setting and Storyline

Unlike the previous games set on Pandora, The Pre-Sequel takes place on Elpis, Pandora’s moon.

This change introduces low-gravity environments and new hazards, which affect combat and traversal.

You’ll witness the story that explains how Handsome Jack rose to power, playing as characters who

were once his associates.

New Gameplay Mechanics

The low gravity on Elpis isn’t just a visual flair—it fundamentally changes how you fight and move.



Characters can jump higher and stay airborne longer, opening up new combat strategies. Additionally,

oxygen becomes a critical resource. You’ll need to manage your oxygen supply carefully when

exploring the moon’s surface, as it affects your health and ability to use oxygen-based skills.

Character Classes and Skill Trees

One of the most exciting aspects of the Pre-Sequel is its lineup of playable Vault Hunters, each with

their own unique abilities and skill trees. Understanding their strengths and how to build them can

drastically improve your gameplay experience.

Wilhelm, the Enforcer

Wilhelm specializes in robotics and heavy weaponry. His skill tree allows him to deploy drones that

support you in combat, making him a versatile tank and damage dealer. Investing in his “Wolf” drone

upgrades can turn the tide of battle by providing both offense and defense.

Nisha, the Lawbringer

Nisha’s skills revolve around precision and rapid-fire attacks. Her “Showdown” ability lets her auto-

target enemies with high damage, perfect for crowd control. Focusing on critical hit enhancements and

reload speed can maximize her damage output.

Claptrap, the Fragtrap

Claptrap is a wildcard with unpredictable skills that can either help or hinder. His skill tree emphasizes

explosive attacks and crowd disruption. If you enjoy chaotic gameplay, investing in his “I Love You



Guys!” ability for healing and his explosive skills can be quite rewarding.

Athena, the Gladiator

Athena is a defensive powerhouse who excels in melee combat and shield tactics. Her skill tree

focuses on counterattacks and damage reduction. Mastering her abilities is great for players who want

to be in the thick of the fight while staying durable.

Jack, the Doppelganger

This character mimics Handsome Jack and can create holograms to confuse enemies. His skill tree

balances offense and deception, making him ideal for players who prefer tactical gameplay.

Weapons and Gear: Choosing the Right Loadout

Borderlands The Pre-Sequel offers a vast arsenal of weapons, each with varying manufacturers,

elemental effects, and rarity levels. Knowing how to select and upgrade your weapons is crucial for

survival.

Weapon Manufacturers and Their Characteristics

- **Jakobs**: High damage and fast reload but no elemental effects. Great for critical hits.

- **Maliwan**: Specializes in elemental weapons with high elemental damage but lower base damage.

- **Hyperion**: Features weapons with excellent accuracy and shields that gain strength while firing.

- **Vladof**: Known for high fire rates and large magazines, suitable for suppressive fire.

- **Torgue**: Explosive damage specialists, perfect for crowd control.



- **Dahl**: Burst-fire weapons with good accuracy and recoil control.

Experimenting with each manufacturer helps you find the perfect weapon that fits your playstyle.

Elemental Damage Types

Understanding elemental effects is key to maximizing damage output:

- **Fire**: Burns enemies over time.

- **Shock**: Effective against shields.

- **Cryo**: Slows or freezes enemies.

- **Corrosive**: Damages armored foes.

- **Explosive**: Deals splash damage to groups.

Always carry a mix of elemental weapons to adapt to different enemy types.

Tips for Surviving the Harsh Moon Environment

The moon is a hostile place, and the environment itself can be as dangerous as the enemies you face.

Managing Oxygen

Your oxygen supply is limited, and running out can drastically reduce your survivability. Keep an eye

on your oxygen meter and look for oxygen tanks scattered around. Certain abilities and gear can

increase your oxygen capacity or regenerate it faster, which is essential when exploring deeper areas.



Utilizing Low Gravity Combat

Take advantage of the low gravity by mastering aerial combat. Jump to avoid incoming fire, flank

enemies from above, and use mid-air shooting to stay unpredictable. Some character abilities

synergize well with this mechanic, so experiment to find what works best.

Progression and Leveling Up Efficiently

Like other Borderlands games, character progression relies on experience points earned by completing

missions, defeating enemies, and exploring.

Completing Side Missions

Side missions often provide better rewards and experience than the main storyline quests. They’re

also a great way to level up before jumping into tougher areas.

Optimizing Skill Tree Upgrades

Don’t spread your skill points too thin. Focus on one or two key skill trees per character to build

powerful synergies. For example, pairing Wilhelm’s drone enhancements with his weapon damage

boosts can create a formidable offense.

Collecting and Upgrading Gear

Constantly upgrading your weapons and shields is vital. Don’t hesitate to replace gear frequently as



you level up, and pay attention to legendary and unique items that can change how you play.

Multiplayer and Co-Op Gameplay

Borderlands The Pre-Sequel shines in cooperative play, allowing you and friends to combine your

abilities for maximum effect.

Team Composition

A balanced team covers different roles: tank, damage dealer, crowd control, and support. Coordinating

your skill trees and weapon loadouts ensures everyone complements each other during tough boss

fights or horde waves.

Communication and Strategy

Using voice chat or quick commands to call out enemy positions, share ammo, or coordinate attacks

can turn difficult encounters into manageable skirmishes.

Exploring Hidden Secrets and Easter Eggs

The game is filled with hidden areas, lore tidbits, and fun Easter eggs referencing the wider

Borderlands universe. Keep an eye out for secret rooms, rare loot drops, and quirky NPCs that enrich

your experience.



Collectibles and Badass Challenges

Finding collectibles scattered across Elpis can unlock achievements and provide story background.

Meanwhile, defeating badass enemies offers tougher fights but better loot.

---

With this borderlands the pre sequel game guide, you’re well on your way to mastering the unique

challenges of Elpis. The combination of new mechanics, diverse characters, and rich storytelling

makes this installment a captivating chapter in the Borderlands saga. Whether you prefer solo

adventures or teaming up with friends, the strategies outlined here will help you loot, shoot, and

survive in this thrilling prequel.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the best character to use in Borderlands: The Pre-Sequel?

The best character depends on your playstyle. Athena is great for tanking and melee combat, Wilhelm

excels with drones and sniping, Nisha is perfect for gunslinging and crowd control, and Claptrap offers

unique skills like barrel spinning and close-range damage.

How do I level up quickly in Borderlands: The Pre-Sequel?

To level up quickly, focus on completing main story missions and side quests, participate in

challenges, and farm enemies in high XP areas like Concordia. Playing co-op with friends also

increases XP gain.

Where can I find the best weapons in Borderlands: The Pre-Sequel?

Some of the best weapons can be found by defeating bosses, opening chests in high-level areas, and

purchasing from vending machines after reaching higher levels. Legendary weapons like the



Conference Call shotgun and the Infinity pistol are highly sought after.

How do oxygen mechanics work in Borderlands: The Pre-Sequel?

In Borderlands: The Pre-Sequel, players need to monitor their oxygen supply when exploring low-

oxygen environments. You can find oxygen tanks to replenish your supply, and certain characters have

skills that improve oxygen usage and regeneration.

What are the best skill builds for Claptrap in Borderlands: The Pre-

Sequel?

Claptrap’s skill trees focus on Fragtrap (grenades), VaultHunter.exe (special abilities), and Boomtrap

(explosions). A popular build maximizes VaultHunter.exe for survivability and Boomtrap for damage

output.

How can I defeat the boss Terramorphous the Invincible in

Borderlands: The Pre-Sequel?

Defeating Terramorphous requires high-level gear, teamwork in co-op mode, and knowledge of its

attack patterns. Focus on attacking its weak points and avoid its powerful area attacks. Using corrosive

and explosive weapons is effective.

What DLCs are available for Borderlands: The Pre-Sequel and which

should I play first?

Key DLCs include 'Claptastic Voyage,' 'The Holodome Onslaught,' and character pack DLCs.

'Claptastic Voyage' is highly recommended as it continues the story, while 'The Holodome Onslaught'

offers arena-style combat challenges.

Are there any tips for managing the low gravity environment in



Borderlands: The Pre-Sequel?

Yes, use the low gravity to your advantage by performing higher jumps and avoiding enemy fire.

However, be mindful of your landing spots and oxygen consumption while airborne.

How do I unlock and use the Laser Weapons in Borderlands: The Pre-

Sequel?

Laser weapons become available as you progress and can be found in loot drops or purchased. They

consume ammo differently, so manage your energy cells and aim for precision to maximize their

effectiveness.

What are some effective strategies for playing co-op in Borderlands:

The Pre-Sequel?

Communicate with your team, balance character roles (tank, damage, support), share loot effectively,

and revive teammates quickly. Coordinated use of skills and weapons increases your chances of

success in tougher missions.

Additional Resources

**Borderlands The Pre-Sequel Game Guide: Navigating the Challenges of Pandora’s Frontier**

borderlands the pre sequel game guide serves as an essential resource for gamers eager to explore

the unique position this title holds within the Borderlands franchise. Developed by 2K Australia and

released in 2014, Borderlands: The Pre-Sequel bridges the narrative gap between the original

Borderlands and Borderlands 2, offering players a fresh perspective on familiar characters and

environments. This guide examines the gameplay mechanics, character classes, weapons systems,

and environmental challenges that define the game, providing a nuanced understanding to both

newcomers and seasoned players.



Understanding Borderlands The Pre-Sequel’s Unique Gameplay

Mechanics

One of the first aspects to grasp when engaging with Borderlands: The Pre-Sequel is its distinctive

gameplay, which diverges in several ways from its predecessors. Set on Pandora's moon, Elpis, the

game introduces low-gravity physics and oxygen management systems that fundamentally alter

combat and exploration dynamics. Players experience a more vertical battlefield, with opportunities for

enhanced mobility, such as double jumps and air strafing, which are uncommon in typical first-person

shooters.

The oxygen (OX) system adds a layer of strategic depth. Players must manage their OX reserves

carefully, as running out leads to health depletion and eventual death. Oxygen tanks and OX HUDs

become crucial equipment, especially in the moon’s hazardous environments. This mechanic

encourages players to balance aggressive tactics with resource conservation, a shift from the more

straightforward shoot-and-loot style traditionally associated with the Borderlands series.

Character Classes and Skill Trees: Customizing Your Playstyle

In contrast to Borderlands 2, The Pre-Sequel offers four new playable Vault Hunters, each equipped

with unique abilities and skill trees that cater to diverse playstyles:

Athena the Gladiator: A melee-focused character who excels at close-range combat with her

shield throw and counterattack abilities.

Wilhelm the Enforcer: Specializes in deploying drones for offense and defense, offering a blend

of ranged support and survivability.

Nisha the Lawbringer: A gunslinger whose skill tree promotes rapid-fire shooting and critical hit



bonuses, suitable for aggressive players.

Claptrap the Fragtrap: A quirky robot with unpredictable abilities, including explosive attacks and

crowd control effects, providing a chaotic but fun gameplay experience.

Each character’s skill trees allow for extensive customization, enabling players to focus on offensive

power, defensive resilience, or utility enhancements. This flexibility encourages experimentation and

replayability, as different builds can drastically alter combat effectiveness and interaction with the

environment.

Weaponry and Loot: Navigating the Arsenal of Borderlands The

Pre-Sequel

Like its predecessors, Borderlands: The Pre-Sequel thrives on a vast and varied weapon system. The

game features millions of procedurally generated firearms, each with unique stats, elemental effects,

and manufacturer traits. Notably, the introduction of cryo elemental weapons adds a fresh tactical

dimension. Cryo weapons freeze enemies, allowing players to shatter them for massive damage or

control crowds by slowing their movements.

Additionally, laser weapons make a prominent appearance, aligning with the game’s sci-fi setting.

These weapons often feature rapid-fire capabilities and can bypass shields, making them effective

against certain enemy types. The synergy between weapon types and character abilities is critical; for

instance, pairing Wilhelm’s drone support with laser weapons can maximize damage output in team

play scenarios.

However, managing inventory can become cumbersome due to the sheer volume of loot drops.

Players benefit from prioritizing weapons that complement their character’s skills and playstyle.

Understanding manufacturer perks—such as Jakobs’ high damage but slow reload or Vladof’s rapid-fire



traits—can also influence weapon selection and strategic combat decisions.

Environmental Challenges and Combat Strategies

The moon setting introduces unique environmental hazards that players must navigate. Low gravity

affects projectile trajectories and movement speed, requiring adjustments in aiming and positioning

during firefights. Moreover, certain areas have limited oxygen, necessitating continuous monitoring of

OX levels and the use of oxygen generators or tanks.

Enemies also adapt to these conditions, with some wielding cryo or laser attacks themselves. Combat

strategies must therefore be flexible, balancing ranged and melee attacks and leveraging the

environment for cover or tactical advantage. Utilizing vertical spaces and maintaining mobility becomes

essential, especially when confronting bosses or large enemy groups.

Multiplayer and Cooperative Play: Enhancing the Borderlands

Experience

Borderlands: The Pre-Sequel supports cooperative multiplayer for up to four players, a feature that

significantly enhances gameplay dynamics. Cooperative play encourages role specialization, where

team members can complement each other’s strengths. For example, Wilhelm’s drones can provide

suppressive fire while Athena charges in with melee attacks, creating synergistic combat scenarios.

The game’s matchmaking system and drop-in/drop-out functionality facilitate seamless multiplayer

sessions, although connectivity issues have been reported sporadically. Communication and

coordination are vital for managing oxygen resources and executing complex strategies, especially

during tougher boss encounters or higher difficulty modes.



Comparisons with Other Borderlands Titles

While Borderlands: The Pre-Sequel shares many core elements with Borderlands and Borderlands 2,

its distinctive setting and mechanics set it apart. The introduction of low gravity and oxygen

management brings a fresh challenge, whereas the focus on new characters expands the narrative

and gameplay variety. However, some critics argue that the game lacks the polish and narrative depth

of Borderlands 2, particularly in terms of story pacing and character development.

From a technical perspective, The Pre-Sequel runs on an updated Unreal Engine 3, offering improved

visuals but occasionally suffering from frame rate drops on some platforms. The weapon and loot

systems remain robust, but the vastness of options can overwhelm new players without guidance.

Tips for New Players Using This Game Guide

For those approaching Borderlands: The Pre-Sequel for the first time, this game guide recommends a

few strategic approaches:

Experiment with multiple characters: Understanding each Vault Hunter’s strengths can help1.

identify the most enjoyable and effective playstyle.

Manage oxygen proactively: Always carry oxygen tanks and be aware of your environment’s2.

oxygen levels to avoid sudden deaths.

Focus on elemental weapons: Prioritize acquiring cryo and laser weapons to exploit enemy3.

weaknesses unique to the moon setting.

Coordinate in multiplayer: Use cooperative play to balance team roles and share resources for4.

survival.



Optimize skill trees: Invest skill points thoughtfully, aiming to enhance your preferred combat5.

style and adapt to mission requirements.

Applying these tips in combination with a deep understanding of the game’s mechanics will enhance

both the effectiveness and enjoyment of the Borderlands: The Pre-Sequel experience.

Borderlands: The Pre-Sequel remains a noteworthy installment that enriches the franchise with

innovative gameplay features and a compelling prequel narrative. This game guide aims to equip

players with the insights needed to master its challenges and fully appreciate its place in the

Borderlands universe.
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