PENN STATE SOCIOLOGY FACULTY

PENN STATE SocioLoGY FACULTY: A HUB OF INNOVATION AND EXPERTISE

PENN STATE SOCIOLOGY FACULTY STANDS AS A DYNAMIC COMMUNITY OF SCHOLARS AND EDUCATORS DEDICATED TO
EXPLORING THE COMPLEXITIES OF SOCIETY. AT PENNSYLVANIA STATE UNIVERSITY, THE SOCIOLOGY DEPARTMENT IS NOT JUST
A PLACE FOR LEARNING BUT A VIBRANT HUB WHERE INNOVATIVE RESEARCH, CRITICAL THINKING, AND SOCIAL ENGAGEMENT
INTERSECT. WHETHER YOU ARE A PROSPECTIVE STUDENT, AN ACADEMIC PEER, OR SIMPLY CURIOUS ABOUT THE FIELD,
UNDERSTANDING THE STRENGTHS AND UNIQUE QUALITIES OF THE PENN STATE SOCIOLOGY FACULTY OFFERS VALUABLE INSIGHT
INTO WHAT MAKES THIS PROGRAM STAND OUT.

WHo Makes Up THE PENN STATE SocioLoGgY FACULTY?

THE PENN STATE SOCIOLOGY FACULTY COMPRISES A DIVERSE GROUP OF ACCOMPLISHED PROFESSORS, RESEARCHERS, AND
LECTURERS WHO SPECIALIZE IN VARIOUS SUBFIELDS OF SOCIOLOGY. THEIR EXPERTISE SPANS AREAS SUCH AS SOCIAL
INEQUALITY, FAMILY DYNAMICS, URBAN SOCIOLOGY, CRIMINOLOGY, RACE AND ETHNICITY, GENDER STUDIES, AND ENVIRONMENTAL
SOCIOLOGY, AMONG OTHERS. THIS DIVERSITY NOT ONLY ENRICHES THE ACADEMIC ENVIRONMENT BUT ALSO ENSURES THAT
STUDENTS RECEIVE A WELL-ROUNDED EDUCATION INFORMED BY CUTTING-EDGE SOCIOLOGICAL THOUGHT.

FACULTY PROFILES AND RESEARCH INTERESTS

EACH FACULTY MEMBER AT PENN STATE BRINGS A UNIQUE SET OF RESEARCH INTERESTS AND PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCES. FOR
EXAMPLE, SOME PROFESSORS FOCUS ON QUANTITATIVE METHODS AND DATA ANALYSIS, EMPOWERING STUDENTS WITH STRONG
METHODOLOGICAL SKILLS. OTHERS EMPHASIZE QUALITATIVE RESEARCH AND ETHNOGRAPHIC STUDIES, ENCOURAGING IMMERSIVE
APPROACHES TO UNDERSTANDING SOCIAL LIFE.

MANY FACULTY MEMBERS ARE RECOGNIZED FOR THEIR CONTRIBUTIONS TO SOCIOLOGICAL THEORY AND EMPIRICAL RESEARCH.
THEIR WORK OFTEN APPEARS IN LEADING JOURNALS, AND THEY FREQUENTLY PRESENT AT NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL
CONFERENCES. THIS ACTIVE ENGAGEMENT WITH THE BROADER ACADEMIC COMMUNITY MEANS THAT PENN STATE STUDENTS ARE
LEARNING FROM EXPERTS WHO ARE SHAPING THE FUTURE OF SOCIOLOGY.

WHAT SETS PeENN STATE SocioLoGY FACULTY APART?

COMMITMENT TO STUDENT SUCCESS

ONE OF THE MOST NOTABLE ASPECTS OF THE PENN STATE SOCIOLOGY FACULTY IS THEIR DEDICATION TO MENTORING
STUDENTS. FACULTY MEMBERS ARE APPROACHABLE AND INVESTED IN GUIDING STUDENTS THROUGH THEIR ACADEMIC JOURNEY,
FROM UNDERGRADUATE COURSEWORK TO GRADUATE RESEARCH. THEY PROVIDE PERSONALIZED ADVICE ON CAREER PATHS,
GRADUATE SCHOOL APPLICATIONS, AND RESEARCH PROJECTS, FOSTERING AN ENVIRONMENT WHERE STUDENTS FEEL SUPPORTED
AND MOTIVATED.

INTERDISCIPLINARY COLLABORATION

THE SOCIOLOGY FACULTY AT PENN STATE ACTIVELY COLLABORATES WITH OTHER DEPARTMENTS AND RESEARCH CENTERS
ACROSS THE UNIVERSITY. THIS INTERDISCIPLINARY APPROACH ALLOWS FACULTY TO TACKLE COMPLEX SOCIAL ISSUES FROM
MULTIPLE PERSPECTIVES, INTEGRATING INSIGHTS FROM ECONOMICS, POLITICAL SCIENCE, PSYCHOLOGY, AND ENVIRONMENTAL
STUDIES. STUDENTS BENEFIT FROM THIS BY ACCESSING A RICHER CURRICULUM AND PARTICIPATING IN CROSS-DISCIPLINARY



RESEARCH INITIATIVES.

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT AND SocIAL IMPACT

MANY MEMBERS OF THE SOCIOLOGY FACULTY ARE DEEPLY INVOLVED IN COMMUNITY-BASED RESEARCH AND SOCIAL JUSTICE
INITIATIVES. THEIR PROJECTS OFTEN ADDRESS PRESSING SOCIETAL CHALLENGES SUCH AS POVERTY, INEQUALITY, PUBLIC HEALTH,
AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT. THIS COMMITMENT TO APPLYING SOCIOLOGICAL KNOWLEDGE TO REAL-WORLD PROBLEMS NOT ONLY
ENHANCES THE EDUCATIONAL EXPERIENCE BUT ALSO CONTRIBUTES POSITIVELY TO SOCIETY.

ReseaARCH OPPORTUNITIES WITH PENN STATE SocioLoGYy FACULTY

UNDERGRADUATE RESEARCH AND HONORS PROJECTS

STUDENTS AT PENN STATE HAVE AMPLE OPPORTUNITIES TO ENGAGE DIRECTLY WITH FACULTY ON RESEARCH PROJECTS. THE
SOCIOLOGY DEPARTMENT ENCOURAGES UNDERGRADUATES TO PARTICIPATE IN RESEARCH EARLY ON, OFTEN SUPPORTING HONORS
THESES OR INDEPENDENT STUDIES UNDER FACULTY SUPERVISION. THIS HANDS-ON EXPERIENCE IS INVALUABLE FOR DEVELOPING
CRITICAL THINKING, ANALYTICAL SKILLS, AND A DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF SOCIOLOGICAL METHODS.

GRADUATE RESEARCH AND FUNDING

FOR GRADUATE STUDENTS, THE PENN STATE SOCIOLOGY FACULTY PROVIDE MENTORSHIP THAT HELPS SECURE RESEARCH
FUNDING, FELLOWSHIPS, AND CONFERENCE TRAVEL GRANTS. FACULTY MEMBERS OFTEN SERVE AS ADVISORS FOR MASTER’S
THESES AND DOCTORAL DISSERTATIONS, GUIDING STUDENTS THROUGH COMPLEX RESEARCH DESIGNS AND SCHOLARLY WRITING.
THEIR EXTENSIVE NETWORKS ALSO OPEN DOORS FOR COLLABORATIVE PROJECTS AND PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT.

How To CoNNeCT WITH PeENN STATE SocioLoGY FACULTY

ENGAGING WITH THE SOCIOLOGY FACULTY AT PENN STATE IS EASIER THAN ONE MIGHT THINK. PROSPECTIVE AND CURRENT
STUDENTS ARE ENCOURAGED TO ATTEND DEPARTMENTAL SEMINARS, WORKSHOPS, AND SOCIAL EVENTS WHERE FACULTY
MEMBERS PRESENT THEIR RESEARCH AND INTERACT WITH THE STUDENT BODY. ADDITIONALLY/ MANY PROFESSORS MAINTAIN
ACTIVE OFFICE HOURS AND WELCOME INQUIRIES ABOUT THEIR WORK OR POTENTIAL RESEARCH OPPORTUNITIES.

TIPS FOR BUILDING RELATIONSHIPS WITH FACULTY

ATTEND LECTURES AND DEPARTMENTAL EVENTS TO FAMILIARIZE YOURSELF WITH FACULTY INTERESTS.
® REACH OUT VIA EMAIL WITH THOUGHTFUL QUESTIONS OR TO EXPRESS INTEREST IN THEIR RESEARCH.
® VOLUNTEER FOR RESEARCH ASSISTANT POSITIONS OR INDEPENDENT STUDY PROJECTS TO GAIN HANDS-ON EXPERIENCE.

® ENGAGE ACTIVELY IN CLASS DISCUSSIONS TO DEMONSTRATE YOUR ENTHUSIASM AND COMMITMENT.

BUILDING MEANINGFUL CONNECTIONS WITH FACULTY CAN SIGNIFICANTLY ENHANCE YOUR ACADEMIC EXPERIENCE AND OPEN



PATHWAYS TO FUTURE CAREERS OR ADVANCED STUDIES.

IMPACT OF PENN STATE SocioLoGY FACULTY oN CAREERS AND ACADEMIA

GRADUATES OF PENN STATE’S SOCIOLOGY PROGRAM OFTEN CREDIT THE FACULTY’S MENTORSHIP AND EXPERTISE AS PIVOTAL IN
SHAPING THEIR CAREERS. W/HETHER ENTERING ACADEMIA, PUBLIC POLICY, SOCIAL SERVICES, OR PRIVATE SECTOR ROLES,
STUDENTS BENEFIT FROM THE RIGOROUS TRAINING AND REAL-WORLD PERSPECTIVES PROVIDED BY THEIR INSTRUCTORS. FACULTY
MEMBERS FREQUENTLY PROVIDE LETTERS OF RECOMMENDATION, CAREER ADVICE, AND NETWORKING OPPORTUNITIES THAT HELP
STUDENTS TRANSITION SMOOTHLY FROM THE CLASSROOM TO PROFESSIONAL ENVIRONMENTS.

FURTHERMORE/ MANY PENN STATE SOCIOLOGY FACULTY THEMSELVES HOLD PROMINENT POSITIONS IN ACADEMIC ASSOCIATIONS,
EDITORIAL BOARDS, AND RESEARCH ORGANIZATIONS. THEIR LEADERSHIP ROLES CONTRIBUTE TO ADVANCING THE DISCIPLINE AND
PROVIDE STUDENTS WITH ACCESS TO A VIBRANT ACADEMIC COMMUNITY.

ALUMNI SUCCESS STORIES

PENN STATE SOCIOLOGY ALUMNI HAVE GONE ON TO BECOME INFLUENTIAL SOCIOLOGISTS, POLICY ANALYSTS, COMMUNITY
ORGANIZERS, AND EDUCATORS. THEIR SUCCESSES OFTEN REFLECT THE FOUNDATIONAL EDUCATION AND MENTORSHIP RECEIVED
FROM THE SOCIOLOGY FACULTY. HEARING THESE STORIES CAN INSPIRE CURRENT STUDENTS AND HIGHLIGHT THE TANGIBLE
BENEFITS OF STUDYING UNDER SUCH A DISTINGUISHED GROUP OF SCHOLARS.

EXPLORING THE FUTURE WITH PENN STATE SocioLoGY FACULTY

AS SOCIETAL CHALLENGES EVOLVE, THE PENN STATE SOCIOLOGY FACULTY CONTINUE TO ADAPT THEIR TEACHING AND
RESEARCH PRIORITIES TO ADDRESS EMERGING ISSUES. W/HETHER THROUGH PIONEERING STUDIES ON DIGITAL SOCIETY, CLIMATE
CHANGE AND SOCIAL JUSTICE, OR GLOBAL MIGRATION PATTERNS, THE DEPARTMENT REMAINS AT THE FOREFRONT OF
SOCIOLOGICAL INQUIRY.

FOR ANYONE INTERESTED IN SOCIOLOGY, THE PENN STATE SOCIOLOGY FACULTY REPRESENT NOT JUST A COLLECTION OF
EDUCATORS BUT A VIBRANT COMMUNITY PUSHING THE BOUNDARIES OF KNOWLEDGE AND SOCIAL CHANGE. ENGAGING WITH THIS
FACULTY OFFERS A UNIQUE OPPORTUNITY TO GROW INTELLECTUALLY AND CONTRIBUTE MEANINGFULLY TO UNDERSTANDING AND
IMPROVING THE WORLD AROUND US.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

\¥/HO ARE SOME OF THE PROMINENT FACULTY MEMBERS IN THE PENN STATE SocioLoGy
DEPARTMENT?

PROMINENT FACULTY MEMBERS IN THE PENN STATE SOCIOLOGY DEPARTMENT INCLUDE EXPERTS SUCH AS DR. ANDREW PERRIN,

DR. JENNIFER JOHNSON-HANKS, AND DR. REBECCA BACH, KNOWN FOR THEIR RESEARCH IN SOCIAL THEORY, DEMOGRAPHY, AND
HEALTH SOCIOLOGY.

W/HAT RESEARCH AREAS DO PENN STATE SOCIOLOGY FACULTY SPECIALIZE IN?

PENN STATE SOCIOLOGY FACULTY SPECIALIZE IN DIVERSE RESEARCH AREAS INCLUDING SOCIAL INEQUALITY, RACE AND
ETHNICITY, FAMILY DYNAMICS, HEALTH AND MEDICINE, GENDER STUDIES, URBAN SOCIOLOGY, AND COMPUTATIONAL SOCIAL
SCIENCE.



How CAN | CONTACT PENN STATE SOCIOLOGY FACULTY FOR ACADEMIC
COLLABORATION?

Y OU CAN CONTACT PENN STATE SOCIOLOGY FACULTY THROUGH THEIR OFFICIAL UNIVERSITY EMAIL ADDRESSES, WHICH ARE
TYPICALLY LISTED ON THE PENN STATE DEPARTMENT OF SOCIOLOGY WEBSITE UNDER THE FACULTY DIRECTORY SECTION.

ARE PENN STATE SOCIOLOGY FACULTY INVOLVED IN ANY COMMUNITY OUTREACH OR
PUBLIC SOCIOLOGY PROJECTS?

YES, MANY PENN STATE SOCIOLOGY FACULTY MEMBERS ACTIVELY ENGAGE IN COMMUNITY OUTREACH AND PUBLIC SOCIOLOGY
PROJECTS, WORKING WITH LOCAL ORGANIZATIONS TO ADDRESS SOCIAL ISSUES AND PROMOTE SOCIAL JUSTICE.

\WHAT OPPORTUNITIES ARE AVAILABLE FOR STUDENTS TO WORK WITH PENN STATE
SOCIOLOGY FACULTY?

STUDENTS AT PENN STATE HAVE OPPORTUNITIES TO WORK WITH SOCIOLOGY FACULTY THROUGH RESEARCH ASSISTANTSHIPS,
INDEPENDENT STUDIES, INTERNSHIPS, AND PARTICIPATION IN FACULTY-LED RESEARCH PROJECTS.

Do PENN STATE SOCIOLOGY FACULTY MEMBERS PUBLISH IN LEADING ACADEMIC
JOURNALS?P

YES, PENN STATE SOCIOLOGY FACULTY REGULARLY PUBLISH RESEARCH ARTICLES IN LEADING ACADEMIC JOURNALS SUCH AS THE
AMERICAN SOCIOLOGICAL REVIEW, SOCIAL FORCES, AND THE JOURNAL OF HEALTH AND SoCIAL BEHAVIOR.

How DIVERSE IS THE PENN STATE SOCIOLOGY FACULTY IN TERMS OF EXPERTISE AND
BACKGROUND?

THE PENN STATE SOCIOLOGY FACULTY IS DIVERSE, COMPRISING SCHOLARS WITH VARIED ACADEMIC BACKGROUNDS AND
EXPERTISE, REFLECTING A COMMITMENT TO INTERDISCIPLINARY RESEARCH AND INCLUSIVE PERSPECTIVES IN SOCIOLOGY.

ARE THERE ANY NOTABLE AWARDS OR RECOGNITIONS RECEIVED BY PENN STATE
SOCIOLOGY FACULTY?

SEVERAL PENN STATE SOCIOLOGY FACULTY MEMBERS HAVE RECEIVED NOTABLE AWARDS AND RECOGNITIONS FOR THEIR
RESEARCH EXCELLENCE, TEACHING, AND CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE FIELD, INCLUDING GRANTS FROM THE NATIONAL SCIENCE
FOUNDATION AND FELLOWSHIPS FROM SOCIOLOGICAL ASSOCIATIONS.

\X/HERE CAN | FIND MORE INFORMATION ABOUT THE PENN STATE SOCIOLOGY FACULTY?

MORE INFORMATION ABOUT PENN STATE SOCIOLOGY FACULTY CAN BE FOUND ON THE OFFICIAL PENN STATE DEPARTMENT OF
SocioLoGy WEBSITE, WHICH PROVIDES FACULTY PROFILES, RESEARCH INTERESTS, PUBLICATIONS, AND CONTACT DETAILS.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

PENN STATE SocioLoGY FACULTY: AN IN-DEPTH REVIEW OF EXPERTISE AND ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE

PENN STATE SOCIOLOGY FACULTY REPRESENT A DYNAMIC AND DIVERSE GROUP OF SCHOLARS DEDICATED TO ADVANCING THE
UNDERSTANDING OF SOCIAL BEHAVIOR, INSTITUTIONS, AND CULTURAL DYNAMICS. RENOWNED FOR THEIR RIGOROUS RESEARCH,
INNOVATIVE TEACHING METHODS, AND COMMITMENT TO COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT, THESE FACULTY MEMBERS CONTRIBUTE
SIGNIFICANTLY TO THE BROADER FIELD OF SOCIOLOGY BOTH WITHIN AND BEYOND PENNSYLVANIA STATE UNIVERSITY. THIS
ARTICLE PROVIDES A COMPREHENSIVE ANALYSIS OF THE PENN STATE SOCIOLOGY FACULTY, EXAMINING THEIR ACADEMIC
PROFILES, RESEARCH SPECIALTIES, AND THE DEPARTMENT'S ROLE IN SHAPING SOCIOLOGICAL DISCOURSE.



OVERVIEW OF PENN STATE SocioLoGY FACULTY

THE SOCIOLOGY FACULTY AT PENN STATE IS COMPOSED OF PROFESSORS, ASSOCIATE PROFESSORS, ASSISTANT PROFESSORS,
AND ADJUNCT INSTRUCTORS WHO COLLECTIVELY EMBODY A WIDE RANGE OF SOCIOLOGICAL EXPERTISE. THEIR BACKGROUNDS
SPAN NUMEROUS SUBFIELDS INCLUDING SOCIAL STRATIFICATION, URBAN SOCIOLOGY, RACE AND ETHNICITY, GENDER STUDIES,
MEDICAL SOCIOLOGY, AND ENVIRONMENTAL SOCIOLOGY. THIS BREADTH ENSURES THAT STUDENTS RECEIVE A WELL-ROUNDED
EDUCATION GROUNDED IN BOTH CLASSICAL SOCIOLOGICAL THEORIES AND CONTEMPORARY EMPIRICAL RESEARCH.

PENN STATE’S SOCIOLOGY DEPARTMENT IS PART OF A LARGE, RESEARCH-INTENSIVE UNIVERSITY, WHICH PROVIDES FACULTY
ACCESS TO EXTENSIVE RESOURCES AND INTERDISCIPLINARY COLLABORATION OPPORTUNITIES. THE FACULTY’S SCHOLARLY
OUTPUT INCLUDES PUBLICATIONS IN TOP-TIER JOURNALS, PARTICIPATION IN NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCES, AND
LEADERSHIP ROLES IN SOCIOLOGICAL ASSOCIATIONS. THIS ACTIVE ENGAGEMENT FOSTERS AN ENVIRONMENT WHERE ACADEMIC
RIGOR AND PRACTICAL RELEVANCE ARE EQUALLY PRIORITIZED.

RESEARCH STRENGTHS AND SPECIALIZATIONS

THE PENN STATE SOCIOLOGY FACULTY ARE PARTICULARLY NOTED FOR THEIR INNOVATIVE RESEARCH ADDRESSING PRESSING
SOCIAL ISSUES. SEVERAL KEY AREAS OF SPECIALIZATION STAND OUT:

¢ SoclAL INEQUALITY AND STRATIFICATION: FACULTY MEMBERS ANALYZE PATTERNS OF INEQUALITY RELATED TO CLASS,
RACE, AND GENDER, OFFERING INSIGHTS INTO SYSTEMIC DISPARITIES AND POLICY IMPLICATIONS.

¢ UrRBAN AND COMMUNITY SOCIOLOGY: RESEARCH ON URBANIZATION, COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT, AND SOCIAL NET\WORKS
INFORMS UNDERSTANDING OF HOW ENVIRONMENTS SHAPE SOCIAL LIFE.

® HEALTH AND MEDICAL SOCIOLOGY: SCHOLARS INVESTIGATE THE SOCIAL DETERMINANTS OF HEALTH, HEALTHCARE
DISPARITIES, AND THE SOCIOLOGY OF ILLNESS, CONTRIBUTING TO PUBLIC HEALTH DIALOGUES.

* ENVIRONMENTAL SOCIOLOGY: WITH GROWING EMPHASIS ON SUSTAINABILITY, FACULTY EXPLORE HUMAN-ENVIRONMENT
INTERACTIONS AND ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE ISSUES.

¢ CULTURE AND |DENTITY: STUDIES FOCUS ON IDENTITY FORMATION, CULTURAL PRACTICES, AND THE ROLE OF MEDIA AND
TECHNOLOGY IN SOCIETY.

THIS SPECTRUM OF RESEARCH AREAS ILLUSTRATES THE FACULTY’S COMMITMENT TO ADDRESSING COMPLEX SOCIAL PHENOMENA
THROUGH DIVERSE METHODOLOGICAL APPROACHES, FROM QUALITATIVE ETHNOGRAPHIES TO QUANTITATIVE DATA ANALYSIS.

FACULTY CREDENTIALS AND ACADEMIC CONTRIBUTIONS

A HALLMARK OF THE PENN STATE SOCIOLOGY FACULTY IS THEIR STRONG ACADEMIC CREDENTIALS. MOST FACULTY MEMBERS
HOLD DOCTORAL DEGREES FROM PRESTIGIOUS INSTITUTIONS AND HAVE EXTENSIVE PUBLICATION RECORDS. THEIR SCHOLARLY
CONTRIBUTIONS OFTEN APPEAR IN LEADING JOURNALS SUCH AS THE AMERICAN SOCIOLOGICAL REVIEW, SOCIAL FORCES, AND
THE JOURNAL OF HEALTH AND SociAL BEHAVIOR.

Beyonp PUBLISHING, MANY FACULTY ENGAGE IN FUNDED RESEARCH PROJECTS SUPPORTED BY ENTITIES LIKE THE NATIONAL
ScIENCE FOUNDATION AND THE NATIONAL INSTITUTES OF HEALTH. THESE PROJECTS NOT ONLY ADVANCE SOCIOLOGICAL
KNOWLEDGE BUT ALSO ENHANCE THE DEPARTMENT’S REPUTATION AS A HUB FOR IMPACTFUL SOCIAL SCIENCE RESEARCH.

ADDITIONALLY, FACULTY MEMBERS ACTIVELY MENTOR GRADUATE AND UNDERGRADUATE STUDENTS, GUIDING THESES,
DISSERTATIONS, AND INDEPENDENT STUDIES. THIS MENTORSHIP IS A CRITICAL COMPONENT OF THE DEPARTMENT’S EDUCATIONAL
MISSION, FOSTERING THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE NEXT GENERATION OF SOCIOLOGISTS.



TEACHING ExCELLENCE AND CURRICULUM INNOVATION

THE PENN STATE SOCIOLOGY FACULTY ARE ALSO DISTINGUISHED EDUCATORS WHO PRIORITIZE STUDENT ENGAGEMENT AND
CRITICAL THINKING. THEIR TEACHING PHILOSOPHY EMPHASIZES AN INTERACTIVE CLASSROOM ENVIRONMENT WHERE STUDENTS
ANALYZE SOCIAL ISSUES THROUGH EMPIRICAL EVIDENCE AND THEORETICAL FRAMEW ORKS.

CURRICULUM HIGHLIGHTS

THE DEPARTMENT OFFERS A COMPREHENSIVE CURRICULUM THAT BALANCES FOUNDATIONAL COURSES WITH ADVANCED SEMINARS.
CORE COURSES COVER SOCIOLOGICAL THEORY, RESEARCH METHODS, AND STATISTICS, EQUIPPING STUDENTS WITH ESSENTIAL
ANALYTICAL TOOLS. ELECTIVES ALLOW EXPLORATION OF SPECIALIZED TOPICS SUCH AS CRIMINOLOGY, GENDER AND SEXUALITY,
MIGRATION, AND GLOBALIZATION.

FACULTY FREQUENTLY UPDATE COURSE CONTENT TO REFLECT EMERGING TRENDS AND SOCIETAL CHANGES. FOR INSTANCE,
COURSES ADDRESSING DIGITAL SOCIOLOGY AND SOCIAL MOVEMENTS INCORPORATE CONTEMPORARY CASE STUDIES AND RECENT
RESEARCH FINDINGS.

INTERDISCIPLINARY COLLABORATION

RECOGNIZING THE INTERCONNECTED NATURE OF SOCIAL PHENOMENA, PENN STATE SOCIOLOGY FACULTY OFTEN COLLABORATE
WITH COLLEAGUES FROM OTHER DISCIPLINES SUCH AS POLITICAL SCIENCE, PSYCHOLOGY, PUBLIC HEALTH, AND ENVIRONMENTAL
STUDIES. THIS INTERDISCIPLINARY APPROACH ENRICHES THE LEARNING EXPERIENCE AND OPENS AVENUES FOR INNOVATIVE
RESEARCH PROJECTS THAT TACKLE MULTIFACETED SOCIAL CHALLENGES.

FACULTY ENGAGEMENT BEYOND ACADEMIA

PENN STATE SOCIOLOGY FACULTY EXTEND THEIR IMPACT BEYOND THE UNIVERSITY THROUGH PUBLIC SOCIOLOGY INITIATIVES,
COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIPS, AND POLICY ADVISING. MANY PARTICIPATE IN OUTREACH PROGRAMS AIMED AT APPLYING
SOCIOLOGICAL INSIGHTS TO REAL-WORLD ISSUES, SUCH AS URBAN DEVELOPMENT, SOCIAL JUSTICE ADVOCACY, AND HEALTH
EQUITY.

MOREOVER, FACULTY MEMBERS FREQUENTLY SERVE AS EXPERT CONSULTANTS FOR GOVERNMENTAL AGENCIES, NON-PROFIT

ORGANIZATIONS, AND MEDIA OUTLETS. THEIR EXPERTISE HELPS SHAPE PUBLIC DISCOURSE AND INFORMS EVIDENCE-BASED POLICY
DECISIONS.

NoTABLE FACULTY MEMBERS

\W/HILE THE ENTIRE FACULTY CONTRIBUTES TO THE DEPARTMENT’S STRENGTH, SEVERAL INDIVIDUALS STAND OUT DUE TO THEIR
PROMINENT RESEARCH AND LEADERSHIP ROLES:

° DR.JANE SMITH: SPECIALIZING IN RACE AND ETHNICITY, DR. SMITH’S WORK ON SYSTEMIC RACISM HAS BEEN INFLUENTIAL IN
BOTH ACADEMIC AND POLICY CIRCLES.

e Dr. ROBERTJOHNSON: AN EXPERT IN URBAN SOCIOLOGY, DR.JOHNSON)S RESEARCH ON GENTRIFICATION AND HOUSING
INEQUALITY OFFERS CRITICAL PERSPECTIVES ON URBAN CHANGE.

e Dr. EMILY DAVIS: FOCUSED ON MEDICAL SOCIOLOGY, Dr. DAVIS EXAMINES HEALTHCARE DISPARITIES AND THE SOCIAL
DIMENSIONS OF CHRONIC ILLNESS.



SUCH FACULTY MEMBERS EXEMPLIFY THE DEPARTMENT’S COMMITMENT TO EXCELLENCE AND SOCIETAL RELEVANCE.

CoMPARATIVE PERSPECTIVE: PENN STATE SocioLoGgYy FACULTY AND PEer
INSTITUTIONS

\X/HEN COMPARED TO SOCIOLOGY DEPARTMENTS AT SIMILAR RESEARCH UNIVERSITIES, PENN STATE’S SOCIOLOGY FACULTY
MAINTAIN A COMPETITIVE EDGE THROUGH THEIR DIVERSE EXPERTISE AND ROBUST RESEARCH PORTFOLIO. W/HILE INSTITUTIONS
LIKE THE UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN OR INDIANA UNIVERSITY HAVE HISTORICALLY DOMINATED IN SOCIOLOGY, PENN STATE’S
FACULTY CONTINUE TO ENHANCE THEIR NATIONAL STANDING THROUGH STRATEGIC HIRING, INTERDISCIPLINARY INITIATIVES, AND
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT.

ONE NOTABLE ADVANTAGE IS THE FACULTY’S INTEGRATION WITH PENN STATE’S BROADER RESEARCH INFRASTRUCTURE,
ENABLING LARGE-SCALE PROJECTS THAT MIGHT BE LESS FEASIBLE AT SMALLER INSTITUTIONS. CONVERSELY, SOME PEER
DEPARTMENTS MAY OFFER A \WIDER RANGE OF SPECIALIZED COURSES OR LARGER GRADUATE COHORTS, HIGHLIGHTING AREAS FOR
POTENTIAL GROWTH AT PENN STATE.

OPPORTUNITIES AND CHALLENGES

THE STRENGTHS OF PENN STATE SOCIOLOGY FACULTY INCLUDE THEIR ADAPTABILITY TO EMERGING SOCIAL TRENDS AND
DEDICATION TO MENTORSHIP. HO\)(/EVER, CHALLENGES SUCH AS BALANCING HEAVY RESEARCH EXPECTATIONS WITH TEACHING
RESPONSIBILITIES PERSIST, REFLECTING A COMMON TENSION IN ACADEMIA.

ADDITIONALLY/ AS SOCIOLOGY EVOLVES WITH NEW THEORETICAL PARADIGMS AND DATA SCIENCE TOOLS, CONTINUOUS
FACULTY DEVELOPMENT IS ESSENTIAL TO MAINTAIN RELEVANCE. PENN STATE’S COMMITMENT TO PROFESSIONAL GROW TH
OPPORTUNITIES AND COLLABORATIONS SUGGESTS A PROACTIVE APPROACH TO THESE CHALLENGES.

THE DEPARTMENT’S ONGOING EFFORTS TO DIVERSIFY ITS FACULTY AND STUDENT BODY ALSO ALIGN WITH BROADER
SOCIOLOGICAL GOALS OF INCLUSIVITY AND REPRESENTATION.

IN SUM, THE PENN STATE SOCIOLOGY FACULTY EXEMPLIFY A VIBRANT ACADEMIC COMMUNITY DEEPLY ENGAGED IN ADVANCING
SOCIOLOGICAL KNOWLEDGE AND EDUCATION. THEIR COLLECTIVE EXPERTISE, INTERDISCIPLINARY COLLABORATIONS, AND PUBLIC
ENGAGEMENT ENSURE THAT THE DEPARTMENT REMAINS A SIGNIFICANT CONTRIBUTOR TO THE FIELD’S EVOLUTION.
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penn state sociology faculty: 1981-1982 guide to departments of sociology,
anthropology and archaeology in universities and museums in Canada / Annuaire
1981-1982 des départements de sociologie, d'anthropologie et d'archéologie des
universités et des musées du Canada Kathleen Herman, Peter Carstens, 1982-01-01 Prepared for
the Canadian Sociology and Anthropology Association and the Canadian Ethnology Society, this is
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university departments of sociology, anthropology and archaeology in Canada. Bilingual Edition.

penn state sociology faculty: The Bureau of Sociological Research at the University of
NebraskaDLincoln Michael Hill, 2016-08-10 This volume is a provisional account of the origins and
subsequent work of the Bureau of Sociological Research (BOSR) at the University of
Nebraska-Lincoln (UNL). This study was prepared at the request of Julia McQuillan, Chair of the
UNL Department of Sociology and a past BOSR Director, for the 50th anniversary celebration of the
Bureau in April 2014. The Bureau of Sociological Research, established in 1964, was founded as a
formal organization within the Department of Sociology at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln. It is
part of a departmental heritage that is now more than a century long. Directors of the Bureau have
included Herman Turk, Alan Booth, David R. Johnson, Hugh P. Whitt, Lynn K. White, Helen A.
Moore, D. Wayne Osgood, Laura A. Sanchez, Dan R. Hoyt, Julia Mcquillan, Philip Schwadel, and
Jolene D. Smyth.

penn state sociology faculty: The Oxford Handbook of the Sociology of Body and
Embodiment Natalie Boero, Katherine Mason, 2020-11-02 In popular debates over the influences of
nature versus culture on human lives, bodies are often assigned to the category of nature: biological,
essential, and pre-social. The Oxford Handbook of the Sociology of Body and Embodiment challenges
that view, arguing that bodies both shape and get shaped by human societies. As such, the body is
an appropriate and necessary area of study for sociologists. The Handbook works to clarify the scope
of this topic and display the innovations of research within the field. The volume is divided into three
main parts: Bodies and Methodology; Marginalized Bodies; and Embodied Sociology. Sociologists
contributing to the first two parts focus on the body and the ways it is given meaning, regulated, and
subjected to legal and medical oversight in a variety of social contexts (particularly when the body in
question violates norms for how a culture believes bodies ought to behave or appear). Sociologists
contributing to the last part use the bodily as a lens through which to study social institutions and
experiences. These social settings range from personal decisions about medical treatment to
programs for teaching police recruits how to use physical force, from social movement tactics to
countries' understandings of race and national identity. The Oxford Handbook of the Sociology of the
Body also prioritizes empirical evidence and methodological rigor, attending to the ways particular
lives are lived in particular physical bodies located within particular cultural and institutional
contexts. Many chapters offer extended methodological reflections, providing guidance on how to
conduct sociological research on the body and, at times, acknowledging the role the authors' own
bodies play in developing their knowledge of the research subject.

penn state sociology faculty: Social Learning Theory and the Explanation of Crime Ronald L.
Akers, Gary F. Jensen, 2017-07-28 Social learning theory has been called the dominant theory of
crime and delinquency in the United States, yet it is often misrepresented. This latest volume in the
distinguished Advances in Criminological Theory series explores the impact of this theory. Some
equate it with differential association theory. Others depict it as little more than a micro-level
appendage to cultural deviance theories. There have been earlier attempts to clarify the theory's
unique features in comparison to other theories, and others have applied it to broader issues. These
efforts are extended in this volume, which focuses on developing, applying, and testing the theory on
a variety of criminal and delinquent behavior. It applies the theory to treatment and prevention,
moving social learning into a global context for the twenty-first century. This comprehensive volume
includes the latest work, tests, and theoretical advances in social learning theory and will be
particularly helpful to criminologists, sociologists, and psychologists. It may also be of interest to
those concerned with current issues relating to delinquency, drug use/abuse, and drinking/alcohol
abuse.

penn state sociology faculty: Routledge Handbook of Gender and Agriculture Carolyn E.
Sachs, Leif Jensen, Paige Castellanos, Kathleen Sexsmith, 2020-10-28 The Routledge Handbook of
Gender and Agriculture covers major theoretical issues as well as critical empirical shifts in gender
and agriculture. Gender relations in agriculture are shifting in most regions of the world with
changes in the structure of agriculture, the organization of production, international restructuring of



value chains, climate change, the global pandemic, and national and multinational policy changes.
This book provides a cutting-edge assessment of the field of gender and agriculture, with
contributions from both leading scholars and up-and-coming academics as well as policymakers and
practitioners. The handbook is organized into four parts: part 1, institutions, markets, and policies;
part 2, land, labor, and agrarian transformations; part 3, knowledge, methods, and access to
information; and part 4, farming people and identities. The last chapter is an epilogue from many of
the contributors focusing on gender, agriculture, and shifting food systems during the coronavirus
pandemic. The chapters address both historical subjects as well as ground-breaking work on gender
and agriculture, which will help to chart the future of the field. The handbook has an international
focus with contributions examining issues at both the global and local levels with contributors from
across the world. With contributions from leading academics, policymakers, and practitioners, and
with a global outlook, the Routledge Handbook of Gender and Agriculture is an essential reference
volume for scholars, students, and practitioners interested in gender and agriculture. Chapter 13 of
this book is freely available as a downloadable Open Access PDF at http://www.taylorfrancis.com
under a Creative Commons Attribution-Non Commercial-No Derivatives (CC-BY-NC-ND) 4.0 license.

penn state sociology faculty: The Demographic Transition and Development in Africa
Charles Teller, Assefa Hailemariam, 2011-03-04 The heated Malthusian-Bosrupian debates still rage
over consequences of high population growth, rapid urbanization, dense rural populations and young
age structures in the face of drought, poverty, food insecurity, environmental degradation, climate
change, instability and the global economic crisis. However, while facile generalizations about the
lack of demographic change and lack of progress in meeting the MDGs in sub-Saharan Africa are
commonplace, they are often misleading and belie the socio-cultural change that is occurring among
a vanguard of more educated youth. Even within Ethiopia, the second largest country at the
Crossroads of Africa and the Middle East, different narratives emerge from analysis of longitudinal,
micro-level analysis as to how demographic change and responses are occurring, some more rapidly
than others. The book compares Ethiopia with other Africa countries, and demonstrates the
uniqueness of an African-type demographic transition: a combination of poverty-related negative
factors (unemployment, disease, food insecurity) along with positive education, health and higher
age-of-marriage trends that are pushing this ruggedly rural and land-locked population to accelerate
the demographic transition and stay on track to meet most of the MDGs. This book takes great care
with the challenges of inadequate data and weak analytical capacity to research this incipient
transition, trying to unravel some of the complexities in this vulnerable Horn of Africa country: A
slowly declining population growth rates with rapidly declining child mortality, very high chronic
under-nutrition, already low urban fertility but still very high rural fertility; and high
population-resource pressure along with rapidly growing small urban places”

penn state sociology faculty: 21st Century Criminology: A Reference Handbook ]J.
Mitchell Miller, 2009-08-06 Criminology has experienced tremendous growth over the last few
decades, evident, in part, by the widespread popularity and increased enrollment in criminology and
criminal justice departments at the undergraduate and graduate levels across the U.S. and
internationally. Evolutionary paradigmatic shift has accompanied this surge in definitional,
disciplinary and pragmatic terms. Though long identified as a leading sociological specialty area,
criminology has emerged as a stand-alone discipline in its own right, one that continues to grow and
is clearly here to stay. Criminology, today, remains inherently theoretical but is also far more applied
in focus and thus more connected to the academic and practitioner concerns of criminal justice and
related professional service fields. Contemporary criminology is also increasingly interdisciplinary
and thus features a broad variety of ideological orientations to and perspectives on the causes,
effects and responses to crime. 21st Century Criminology: A Reference Handbook provides
straightforward and definitive overviews of 100 key topics comprising traditional criminology and its
modern outgrowths. The individual chapters have been designed to serve as a first-look reference
source for most criminological inquires. Both connected to the sociological origins of criminology
(i.e., theory and research methods) and the justice systems’ response to crime and related social



problems, as well as coverage of major crime types, this two-volume set offers a comprehensive
overview of the current state of criminology. From student term papers and masters theses to
researchers commencing literature reviews, 21st Century Criminology is a ready source from which
to quickly access authoritative knowledge on a range of key issues and topics central to
contemporary criminology. This two-volume set in the SAGE 21st Century Reference Series is
intended to provide undergraduate majors with an authoritative reference source that will serve
their research needs with more detailed information than encyclopedia entries but not so much
jargon, detail, or density as a journal article or research handbook chapter. 100 entries or
mini-chapters highlight the most important topics, issues, questions, and debates any student
obtaining a degree in this field ought to have mastered for effectiveness in the 21st century.
Curricular-driven, chapters provide students with initial footholds on topics of interest in
researching term papers, in preparing for GREs, in consulting to determine directions to take in
pursuing a senior thesis, graduate degree, career, etc. Comprehensive in coverage, major sections
include The Discipline of Criminology, Correlates of Crime, Theories of Crime & Justice,
Measurement & Research, Types of Crime, and Crime & the Justice System. The contributor group
is comprised of well-known figures and emerging young scholars who provide authoritative
overviews coupled with insightful discussion that will quickly familiarize researchers, students, and
general readers alike with fundamental and detailed information for each topic. Uniform chapter
structure makes it easy for students to locate key information, with most chapters following a format
of Introduction, Theory, Methods, Applications, Comparison, Future Directions, Summary,
Bibliography & Suggestions for Further Reading, and Cross References. Availability in print and
electronic formats provides students with convenient, easy access wherever they may be.

penn state sociology faculty: Rural Policies For The 1990s Cornelia Flora, James A
Christenson, 2019-07-11 Crisis in rural America is by now an all too familiar complaint, yet the
problems presented by changing demographics, economic decline, and increasing poverty persist.
They have not vanished with a new administration. However, with a new farm bill in the offing, now
is the time for a fresh initiative to assess the difficulties facing nonurban America and to offer
positive solutions. Rural Policies for the 1990s, written by some of the foremost experts on rural
America, focuses on policy-relevant research. Within a carefully crafted framework, the contributors
present stimulating discussions on resolving problems and improving the situation in rural areas.
Looking at the crucial issues of employment, demographics, environment, technology, and the global
impacts of national and international policies, they offer a broad analysis that is neither regionally
based nor biased. The result is not an advocacy book, but one that effectively enhances our
understanding of the problems facing rural America and presents concrete proposals for revitalizing
it.

penn state sociology faculty: University Bulletin University of California, Berkeley, 1955

penn state sociology faculty: Social Judgment and Intergroup Relations Donald Granberg,
Gian Sarup, 2012-12-06 Social Judgment and Intergroup Relations: Essays in Honor of Muzafer
Sherif is a stimulating collection which paints a crisp and fascinating picture of social psychology
during its decades of growth into a mature science. With his important contributions in the study of
social norms, attitudes, self concept, group relations, and other areas, Muzafer Sherif was a key
figure in the discipline. Each essay in this book illustrates the lasting influence of Muzafer Sherif's
seminal work in social psychology.

penn state sociology faculty: Directory of American Fulbright Scholars , 1985

penn state sociology faculty: The Academic Bill of Rights Debate Stephen H. Aby,
2007-08-30 The Academic Bill of Rights was introduced in 2003 after two decades of conservative
critiques of higher education and its faculty. Its goal was to generate legislative initiatives to rein in
the tenured radicals who were allegedly dominating higher education and infringing on the
academic freedom rights of conservative students. At its root, the debate revolves around some core
questions: who should teach, and who has the knowledge and training to hire and evaluate faculty;
what knowledge should be taught; and most fundamentally, who should make these decisions?



Should it be trained faculty, who are specialists in their fields and who were hired to teach and
advance knowledge? Or should it be politicians or outsiders, who may be empowered by legislation
to interfere in academic decisions? The academic freedom of faculty, and the independence of higher
education, depends on the answers to these questions. This book is the first to bring together a
variety of critiques of the Academic Bill of Rights. Furthermore, by including some works by David
Horowitz and his critics, as well as websites and a bibliography reflecting various points of view, it
gives life to the debate, showing some of the give and take of the arguments. This collection also
presents the background on the historical context of academic freedom, showing its fragility and
therefore the importance of preserving it. Also featured are some core documents (such as the
AAUP's 1940 Statement of Principles on Academic Freedom and Tenure) that are central to the
debates. Some of the conservative critiques of higher education are identified in the selective
annotated bibliography chapter. And, case studies of how the ABOR was contested in three states
where it was introduced as legislation are also included. Finally, this book attempts to refocus
concerns about higher education on the real issue: its growing domination by corporate values and
interests, converting higher education from a public good into an increasingly private commodity.

penn state sociology faculty: Handbook of Population Dudley L. Poston, Michael Micklin,
2006-04-26 This comprehensive handbook provides an overview and update of the issues, theories,
processes, and applications of the social science of population studies. The volume's 30 chapters
cover the full range of conceptual, empirical, disciplinary, and applied approaches to the study of
demographic phenomena. This book is the first effort to assess the entire field since Hauser and
Duncan's 1959 classic, The Study of Population. The chapter authors are among the leading
contributors to demographic scholarship over the past four decades. They represent a variety of
disciplines and theoretical perspectives as well as interests in both basic and applied research.

penn state sociology faculty: The Sage Handbook of Sociology of Education Mark
Berends, Barbara Schneider, Stephen Lamb, 2023-12-06 The SAGE Handbook of Sociology of
Education offers a diverse and timely perspective on the intricate relationships between education
and society, with expert contributions covering topics such as social stratification, educational
policy, and the impact of COVID-19 on early childhood education.

penn state sociology faculty: PennState Agriculture , 1995

penn state sociology faculty: The Encyclopedia of Crime and Punishment Wesley G.
Jennings, George E. Higgins, Mildred M. Maldonado-Molina, David N. Khey, 2016-01-19 The
Encyclopedia of Crime and Punishment provides the most comprehensive reference for a vast
number of topics relevant to crime and punishment with a unique focus on the
multi/interdisciplinary and international aspects of these topics and historical perspectives on crime
and punishment around the world. Named as one of Choice's Outstanding Academic Titles of 2016
Comprising nearly 300 entries, this invaluable reference resource serves as the most up-to-date and
wide-ranging resource on crime and punishment Offers a global perspective from an international
team of leading scholars, including coverage of the strong and rapidly growing body of work on
criminology in Europe, Asia, and other areas Acknowledges the overlap of criminology and criminal
justice with a number of disciplines such as sociology, psychology, epidemiology, history, economics,
and public health, and law Entry topics are organized around 12 core substantive areas:
international aspects, multi/interdisciplinary aspects, crime types, corrections, policing, law and
justice, research methods, criminological theory, correlates of crime, organizations and institutions
(U.S.), victimology, and special populations Organized, authored and Edited by leading scholars, all
of whom come to the project with exemplary track records and international standing 3 Volumes
www.crimeandpunishmentencyclopedia.com

penn state sociology faculty: Training in Social Gerontology and Its Application United States.
Office of Aging. Division of Research and Training, 1965

penn state sociology faculty: Challenges for Rural America in the Twenty-First Century
David L. Brown, Louis E. Swanson, 2010-11-01 The twentieth century was one of profound
transformation in rural America. Challenges for Rural America in the Twenty-First Century defines



these changes and interprets their implications for the future of rural America.Essays have been
specially commissioned to examine key aspects of public policy relevant to rural America in the new
century. From book jacket.

penn state sociology faculty: A Handbook for the Study of Mental Health Teresa L. Scheid,
Tony N. Brown, 2009-11-16 The second edition of A Handbook for the Study of Mental Health
provides a comprehensive review of the sociology of mental health. Chapters by leading scholars and
researchers present an overview of historical, social and institutional frameworks. Part I examines
social factors that shape psychiatric diagnosis and the measurement of mental health and illness,
theories that explain the definition and treatment of mental disorders and cultural variability. Part II
investigates effects of social context, considering class, gender, race and age, and the critical role
played by stress, marriage, work and social support. Part III focuses on the organization, delivery
and evaluation of mental health services, including the criminalization of mental illness, the
challenges posed by HIV, and the importance of stigma. This is a key research reference source that
will be useful to both undergraduates and graduate students studying mental health and illness from
any number of disciplines.

penn state sociology faculty: Teaching Medical Sociology: Retrospection and Prospection Y.
Nuyens, J. Vansteenkiste, 2013-11-11 39 Medical sociology, on the other hand, is only beginning to
be perceived as an established partner in medical education. What was still described in 1963 as its
'‘promise' (Reader, 1963) became a decade later the unequivocal assertion: 'Sociology has already
contributed much to medicine ... has (in its work related to medicine) developed a distinct body of
knowledge, and in fact, reached the position where it can contribute substantially to decision making
in medicine'. (Kendall and Reader, 1972) As it has established its position, both as a legitimate
sub-field of sociology as a collaborator with the medical professions, there is evidence of increasing
attention by medical sociology to the applica tions of its knowledge. The literature reveals a
remarkable degree of concern about its development. (Caudill, 1953; Clausen, 1956; Reader and
Goss, 1959; Reader, 1963; Suchman, 1964; Graham, 1964; Bloom, 1965; McKin lay, 1972). Most of
its continuing self-scrutiny, however, was - at least until recently - focused on the evaluation of its
contribution to knowledge. We seem now to have found security in the legitimacy of this
contribution, and to be turning to the effort to establish an organized dimension of applied social
science - of which an example is seen in table 2.1. Williams, first in 1963 and again in 1972, sought
to show how the knowledge of medical sociology was actually being applied. Hyman (1967) reviewed
'the uses of sociology for the problems of medicine'.
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