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Science of Reading Intervention Programs: Unlocking Literacy Success for Every Learner

science of reading intervention programs have revolutionized the way educators
approach literacy instruction and support for struggling readers. Rooted in decades of
cognitive science and educational research, these programs offer evidence-based
strategies that target the foundational skills necessary for reading proficiency. As reading
remains a critical skill for academic achievement and lifelong learning, understanding the
science behind these interventions is essential for parents, teachers, and policymakers
alike.

What Is the Science of Reading?

Before diving into intervention programs, it’s crucial to grasp what the science of reading
entails. At its core, the science of reading is an interdisciplinary body of research spanning
psychology, linguistics, neuroscience, and education. It investigates how individuals learn
to read, what challenges they face, and which instructional practices yield the best
outcomes.

Research in this field has identified key components that must be mastered for fluent
reading: phonemic awareness, phonics, vocabulary, fluency, and comprehension. These
components work together like pieces of a puzzle — neglecting one can hinder overall
literacy development. The science of reading emphasizes explicit, systematic instruction in
these areas, especially phonics and phonemic awareness, as foundational for decoding
words and building reading skills.

Why Are Science of Reading Intervention
Programs Important?

Not every child learns to read at the same pace or in the same way. Some students
struggle due to dyslexia, limited exposure to language, or other learning differences. This
is where science of reading intervention programs come in—they provide targeted support
to bridge gaps and accelerate progress.

Unlike generic reading approaches, these interventions are rooted in proven
methodologies. They break down complex reading skills into manageable steps, using
multisensory techniques that engage learners visually, auditorily, and kinesthetically. This
targeted approach helps students overcome decoding difficulties, build vocabulary, and
develop fluency, ultimately leading to improved comprehension.



Addressing Common Reading Challenges

The beauty of these programs lies in their ability to tackle specific obstacles, such as:

- Difficulty recognizing letter-sound relationships
- Struggles with blending sounds to form words
- Limited vocabulary impacting understanding of texts
- Slow reading rate affecting fluency and engagement

By diagnosing where a student is struggling, educators can tailor interventions that focus
on those areas, rather than using a one-size-fits-all method.

Key Components of Effective Science of Reading
Intervention Programs

Understanding what makes an intervention program effective can help educators and
parents select the right support tools. Here are some critical elements:

Explicit and Systematic Instruction

Instruction must be clear and direct, explicitly teaching the relationships between letters
and sounds. Systematic instruction means skills are introduced in a logical sequence, from
simple to more complex concepts, ensuring mastery before moving forward.

Multisensory Learning Techniques

Engaging multiple senses enhances memory and understanding. For example, students
might trace letters while saying sounds aloud or use manipulatives to build words
physically. This multisensory approach caters to diverse learning styles and reinforces
neural pathways crucial for reading.

Frequent Progress Monitoring

Continuous assessment helps instructors gauge a student’s growth and adjust
interventions accordingly. Tools like running records, fluency checks, and phonemic
awareness assessments provide valuable feedback to keep instruction responsive and
effective.



Focus on Foundational Skills

Phonemic awareness (the ability to hear and manipulate sounds in words) and phonics
(linking sounds to letters) are pillars of early reading success. Effective programs
prioritize these skills while gradually integrating vocabulary development and
comprehension strategies.

Popular Science of Reading Intervention
Programs

Several well-regarded programs have been developed based on the science of reading
principles. Some of these include:

Orton-Gillingham Approach: A structured, multisensory program often used with
students diagnosed with dyslexia. It emphasizes systematic phonics instruction and
individualized pacing.

Wilson Reading System: Designed for struggling readers in grades 2-12, this
program builds phonemic awareness, decoding, and encoding through explicit
lessons.

Reading Recovery: An early intervention program targeting first graders who are at
risk of reading failure, focusing on one-on-one instruction tailored to the child's
needs.

Fundations: A classroom-based program providing systematic phonics and spelling
instruction with a multisensory approach.

While these programs differ in delivery and specific techniques, they share a commitment
to evidence-based instruction aligned with reading science.

Implementing Science of Reading Interventions
in the Classroom

Incorporating these programs effectively requires thoughtful planning and collaboration.
Teachers often need professional development to understand the underlying research and
how to translate it into practice. Additionally, schools must allocate resources for
materials, training, and time for small-group or individualized instruction.



Building a Supportive Reading Environment

Beyond formal interventions, creating a literacy-rich environment amplifies progress. This
includes:

Access to diverse, engaging reading materials at various levels

Opportunities for meaningful discussions about texts

Integration of technology tools that support phonics and fluency practice

Encouraging reading habits outside of school through family engagement

When students see reading as enjoyable and valuable, motivation soars, complementing
intervention efforts.

Collaborating with Families

Parents and caregivers play a pivotal role in reinforcing skills at home. Educators should
communicate regularly about the intervention’s goals and provide practical strategies
families can use, such as reading aloud, playing phonics games, or practicing sight words.

The Role of Technology in Science of Reading
Interventions

Advancements in educational technology have introduced innovative tools that support
reading interventions aligned with the science of reading. Interactive apps, adaptive
software, and digital games offer personalized learning experiences, immediate feedback,
and engaging practice opportunities.

For example, some platforms assess a learner’s skill level and adjust the difficulty
accordingly, ensuring students are challenged without feeling overwhelmed. These tools
can supplement traditional instruction and provide additional practice outside the
classroom.

However, technology is most effective when integrated thoughtfully—not as a replacement
for direct teaching but as a complement that enhances engagement and supports
differentiated learning.



Challenges and Considerations

While the science of reading intervention programs have proven benefits, implementation
is not without challenges. Some educators may resist changing long-standing instructional
practices, and training can be time-consuming. Additionally, maintaining fidelity to
program guidelines is essential; inconsistent application can dilute effectiveness.

Funding constraints in some districts limit access to high-quality materials and
professional development. There’s also the need to balance interventions with inclusive
classroom practices to support diverse learners holistically.

Despite these hurdles, ongoing advocacy and awareness efforts continue to promote wider
adoption of science-based reading instruction.

Looking Ahead: The Future of Reading
Interventions

Emerging research continues to refine our understanding of how the brain processes
written language, paving the way for even more sophisticated interventions. There is
growing interest in tailoring programs to individual learner profiles using data analytics
and neuroimaging insights.

Moreover, integrating cultural responsiveness into reading programs ensures that content
is relevant and engaging for diverse student populations, enhancing motivation and
connection to texts.

As the education landscape evolves, science of reading intervention programs will remain
a vital tool in closing literacy gaps and empowering every learner to unlock the joy and
power of reading.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the science of reading intervention?
The science of reading intervention refers to evidence-based instructional methods and
programs designed to improve reading skills by applying findings from cognitive science,
linguistics, and education research about how children learn to read.

Why are science of reading intervention programs
important?
These programs are important because they address the root causes of reading difficulties
by focusing on phonemic awareness, phonics, vocabulary, fluency, and comprehension,
leading to more effective and lasting improvements in literacy.



What key components are included in science of reading
intervention programs?
Key components typically include systematic phonics instruction, explicit teaching of
decoding skills, vocabulary development, reading fluency practice, and comprehension
strategies, all supported by ongoing assessment and progress monitoring.

How do science of reading intervention programs differ
from traditional reading interventions?
Science of reading interventions are grounded in rigorous research about how reading
develops and often emphasize structured, explicit instruction in phonics and decoding,
whereas traditional interventions may rely more on whole-language approaches or less
systematic methods.

What evidence supports the effectiveness of science of
reading intervention programs?
Research studies and meta-analyses have shown that students receiving science of
reading-based interventions demonstrate significant gains in decoding, fluency, and
comprehension compared to control groups, particularly among struggling readers and
those with dyslexia.

How can educators implement science of reading
interventions in the classroom?
Educators can implement these interventions by adopting curricula and instructional
strategies that align with the science of reading principles, providing explicit and
systematic phonics instruction, using progress monitoring tools, and receiving ongoing
professional development.

Additional Resources
Science of Reading Intervention Programs: An Analytical Review

Science of reading intervention programs have increasingly garnered attention in
educational circles, policymakers’ agendas, and literacy advocacy groups. Rooted in
decades of cognitive science research and evidence-based pedagogy, these programs aim
to address reading difficulties by applying scientifically validated methods. As literacy
remains a foundational skill critical for academic achievement and lifelong learning,
understanding the efficacy, design, and implementation of these interventions is essential
for educators, parents, and stakeholders alike.



Understanding the Science of Reading and Its
Impact on Intervention Programs

The “science of reading” refers to an interdisciplinary body of research encompassing
psychology, linguistics, neuroscience, and education. It systematically examines how
individuals learn to read, the cognitive processes involved, and the barriers that hinder
literacy acquisition. This research has informed the development of intervention programs
targeting struggling readers, focusing on specific reading components such as phonemic
awareness, decoding, fluency, vocabulary, and comprehension.

At the core of many science of reading intervention programs is the emphasis on explicit
and systematic instruction. Unlike traditional reading programs that may rely heavily on
whole-language or balanced literacy approaches, science-based interventions are
grounded in a structured framework designed to sequentially build foundational skills.
This approach leverages insights from brain imaging studies and longitudinal data that
demonstrate the brain’s plasticity and the potential for remediation when interventions
are timely and targeted.

Key Components of Science-Based Reading
Interventions

Effective reading interventions typically integrate several critical elements derived from
research findings:

Phonemic Awareness Training: Developing the ability to recognize and
manipulate sounds in spoken words, a pivotal skill for decoding.

Phonics Instruction: Teaching the relationship between letters and sounds
systematically to improve decoding accuracy.

Fluency Practice: Enhancing speed, accuracy, and proper expression during
reading to support comprehension.

Vocabulary Development: Expanding word knowledge to facilitate better
understanding of texts.

Reading Comprehension Strategies: Employing techniques like summarization,
questioning, and inference to improve meaning extraction.

These components are often embedded within multi-tiered intervention models, such as
Response to Intervention (RTI), which allow for intensive support and progress
monitoring.



Comparative Effectiveness of Science of Reading
Intervention Programs

Numerous studies have evaluated the effectiveness of science of reading intervention
programs compared to traditional approaches. Meta-analyses indicate that interventions
grounded in the science of reading principles often yield superior outcomes, particularly
for students with dyslexia or other reading disabilities.

For example, a comprehensive review by the National Reading Panel found that explicit
phonics instruction significantly improves word recognition and spelling compared to non-
systematic or incidental phonics. Similarly, programs emphasizing phonemic awareness
have been linked to marked gains in early reading skills, a predictor of later academic
success.

However, the effectiveness can vary based on factors such as:

Implementation Fidelity: Adherence to the program’s design and instructional
protocols.

Student Characteristics: Age, severity of reading difficulties, and language
background.

Duration and Intensity: Frequency and length of intervention sessions.

Teacher Training: Educators’ understanding of the science of reading principles
and their ability to deliver instruction effectively.

While science-based interventions show promise, challenges remain in scaling programs,
especially in under-resourced schools where teacher preparation and materials may be
limited.

Popular Science of Reading Intervention Programs

Several intervention programs have risen to prominence due to their alignment with the
science of reading research.

Orton-Gillingham Approach: A multisensory, structured, sequential program often
used for students with dyslexia.

Wilson Reading System: An explicit program focusing on phonemic awareness,
decoding, and encoding.

Reading Recovery: An early intervention strategy targeting first graders with
reading challenges.



Fundations: A K-3 phonics-based program that supports both classroom instruction
and intervention.

Each program offers unique methodologies but shares the common foundation of
systematic, explicit instruction based on empirical evidence.

Challenges and Considerations in Implementing
Science of Reading Interventions

Despite the robust evidence supporting science of reading intervention programs, several
practical challenges influence their adoption and success:

Teacher Preparation and Professional Development

Many educators have historically been trained under balanced literacy models that do not
emphasize the science of reading. Transitioning to science-based interventions requires
comprehensive professional development to build skills in explicit phonics instruction and
data-driven decision-making. Without adequate training, implementation fidelity suffers,
diminishing program effectiveness.

Equity and Access

Disparities in educational resources mean that schools serving low-income or marginalized
communities may lack access to high-quality intervention materials or specialists such as
reading coaches and speech-language pathologists. This inequity affects the consistency
and intensity of interventions delivered to students most in need.

Assessment and Progress Monitoring

Effective interventions depend on ongoing assessment to tailor instruction and measure
progress. Selecting reliable screening tools and implementing frequent monitoring require
time and expertise, which can strain school capacities.

Balancing Comprehension and Decoding

While the science of reading emphasizes decoding and phonics, some critics argue that
excessive focus on these elements may neglect comprehension and motivation. Integrating
vocabulary and comprehension strategies within intervention frameworks remains
essential to developing proficient, engaged readers.



Future Directions in Science of Reading
Intervention Programs

Advancements in technology and cognitive neuroscience continue to shape the evolution
of reading interventions. Digital platforms now offer adaptive learning environments that
can personalize instruction based on real-time performance data. Artificial intelligence-
driven tools assist in diagnosing specific reading deficits and recommending targeted
activities.

Additionally, there is growing emphasis on culturally responsive interventions that
consider linguistic diversity and students’ backgrounds. This approach aims to make
programs more inclusive, recognizing that reading development occurs within a broader
social and cultural context.

Research is also increasingly focusing on early identification of at-risk learners through
genetic, neurobiological, and behavioral markers. Early detection, combined with science-
based interventions, holds promise for mitigating long-term reading difficulties.

The landscape of literacy education is progressively adopting the principles of the science
of reading, but widespread systemic change requires coordinated efforts among
educators, policymakers, researchers, and communities. As intervention programs become
more refined and accessible, the goal of improving reading outcomes for all students
moves closer to realization.
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  science of reading intervention programs: Handbook of Response to Intervention Shane
R. Jimerson, Matthew K. Burns, Amanda VanDerHeyden, 2007-08-14 Until now, practitioners have
had access to few detailed descriptions of RTI methods and the effective role they can play in special
education. The Handbook of Response to Intervention fills this critical information gap. In this
comprehensive volume, more than 90 expert scholars and practitioners provide a guide to the
essentials of RTI assessment and identification as well as research-based interventions for improving
students’ reading, writing, oral, and math skills.
  science of reading intervention programs: Applying the Science of Learning to Education
Wei Loong David Hung, Azilawati Jamaludin, Aishah Abdul Rahman, 2024-01-01 This book provides
an overview of the various 'Science of Learning' (SoL) research projects led by researchers at the
National Institute of Education, Nanyang Technological University, Singapore, and international
research collaborators. It presents the goals and rationale behind the Science of Learning in
Education (SoLE) initiative and examines a spectrum of topics relevant to bolstering our
understanding of the science underlying learning. The Science of Learning (SoL) is an advancing
field, with proponents extolling its potential impact on educational practice. This book investigates
the possible correlations or causal relationships between brain functioning and development,
physiology, environment factors, and their impact on learning. It promotes an interdisciplinary
approach to understanding biological to behavioural mechanisms of learning that are oriented
toward optimizing and maximizing every learner’s potential.
  science of reading intervention programs: Handbook of Effective Literacy Instruction
Barbara M. Taylor, Nell K. Duke, 2014-07-21 The intent of this handbook is to provide a
comprehensive, forward-looking, research-based resource for teachers, teacher-educators, and
researchers on the key, inter-connected components of effective literacy instruction. The book is
designed so that it is a readily useable resource for pre-service and practicing teachers as well.
Every chapter in sections I, II, III, and IV includes substantial suggestions for implementing
research-based practices in the classroom and for engaging in professional learning to help teachers
increase their effectiveness as literacy instructors. Every chapter in section IV also includes
substantial suggestions for fostering collaboration among staff and, when applicable, parents within
schools--
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Spear-Swerling, 2024-04-23 Structured Literacy (SL) approaches are increasingly recognized as the
gold standard for teaching struggling readers. This highly practical book walks educators through
designing SL interventions for students with common types of reading difficulties--word reading,
comprehension, or a combination of both. Louise Spear-Swerling offers tools for assessing students'
reading profiles and tailoring SL to their needs. In a convenient large-size format, the volume is
packed with case studies, sample lesson plans addressing both early and advanced stages of
reading, instructional activities, and application exercises for teachers. A chapter on English
language structure presents essential foundations for implementing SL effectively. The companion
website features a knowledge survey about language structure (with answer key), as well as
downloadable copies of the book's 14 reproducible forms. See also Louise Spear-Swerling's edited
volume, Structured Literacy Interventions: Teaching Students with Reading Difficulties, Grades K–6,
which surveys SL interventions across all components of literacy.
  science of reading intervention programs: American Education , 1980
  science of reading intervention programs: Making a Difference: Volume I and II Sasha A.
Barab, Kenneth E. Hay, Nancy Butler Songer, Daniel T. Hickey, 2017-09-05 William Wordsworth
(1770-1850) needs little introduction as the central figure in Romantic poetry and a crucial influence
in the development of poetry generally. This broad-ranging survey redefines the variety of his



writing by showing how it incorporates contemporary concepts of language difference and the ways
in which popular and serious literature were compared and distinguished during this period. It
discusses many of Wordsworth's later poems, comparing his work with that of his regional
contemporaries as well as major writers such as Scott. The key theme of relationship, both between
characters within poems and between poet and reader, is explored through Wordsworth's
construction of community and his use of power relationships. A serious discussion of the place of
sexual feeling in his writing is also included.
  science of reading intervention programs: Bridging the Literacy Achievement Gap, Grades
4-12 Dorothy S. Strickland, Donna E. Alvermann, 2004-05-26 This book addresses critical issues
related to pre-adolescent and adolescent literacy learners with a focus on closing the achievement
gap. Despite efforts by educators and policymakers during the past several decades, certain groups
of students--primarily African American students, English language learners, and students from
low-income homes--continue to underperform on commonly used measures of academic
achievement. Too often, teachers and administrators lack both proper preparation and good ideas to
confront these issues.
  science of reading intervention programs: Encyclopedia of the Sciences of Learning
Norbert M. Seel, 2011-10-05 Over the past century, educational psychologists and researchers have
posited many theories to explain how individuals learn, i.e. how they acquire, organize and deploy
knowledge and skills. The 20th century can be considered the century of psychology on learning and
related fields of interest (such as motivation, cognition, metacognition etc.) and it is fascinating to
see the various mainstreams of learning, remembered and forgotten over the 20th century and note
that basic assumptions of early theories survived several paradigm shifts of psychology and
epistemology. Beyond folk psychology and its naïve theories of learning, psychological learning
theories can be grouped into some basic categories, such as behaviorist learning theories,
connectionist learning theories, cognitive learning theories, constructivist learning theories, and
social learning theories. Learning theories are not limited to psychology and related fields of interest
but rather we can find the topic of learning in various disciplines, such as philosophy and
epistemology, education, information science, biology, and – as a result of the emergence of
computer technologies – especially also in the field of computer sciences and artificial intelligence.
As a consequence, machine learning struck a chord in the 1980s and became an important field of
the learning sciences in general. As the learning sciences became more specialized and complex, the
various fields of interest were widely spread and separated from each other; as a consequence, even
presently, there is no comprehensive overview of the sciences of learning or the central theoretical
concepts and vocabulary on which researchers rely. The Encyclopedia of the Sciences of Learning
provides an up-to-date, broad and authoritative coverage of the specific terms mostly used in the
sciences of learning and its related fields, including relevant areas of instruction, pedagogy,
cognitive sciences, and especially machine learning and knowledge engineering. This modern
compendium will be an indispensable source of information for scientists, educators, engineers, and
technical staff active in all fields of learning. More specifically, the Encyclopedia provides fast access
to the most relevant theoretical terms provides up-to-date, broad and authoritative coverage of the
most important theories within the various fields of the learning sciences and adjacent sciences and
communication technologies; supplies clear and precise explanations of the theoretical terms,
cross-references to related entries and up-to-date references to important research and publications.
The Encyclopedia also contains biographical entries of individuals who have substantially
contributed to the sciences of learning; the entries are written by a distinguished panel of
researchers in the various fields of the learning sciences.
  science of reading intervention programs: Evidence-Based Practices Bryan G. Cook,
Melody Tankersley, Timothy J. Landrum, 2013-06-06 This volume focuses on evidence-based
practices (EBPs) , supported, sound research studies documenting their effectiveness with a target
population. As such, EBPs have significant potential to improve the outcomes of learners with
learning and behavioral disorders.



  science of reading intervention programs: The Trials of Evidence-based Education
Stephen Gorard, Beng Huat See, Nadia Siddiqui, 2017-06-26 The Trials of Evidence-based Education
explores the promise, limitations and achievements of evidence-based policy and practice, as the
attention of funders moves from a sole focus on attainment outcomes to political concern about
character-building and wider educational impacts. Providing a detailed look at the pros, cons and
areas for improvement in evidence-based policy and practice, this book includes consideration of the
following: What is involved in a robust evaluation for education. The issues in conducting trials and
how to assess the trustworthiness of research findings. New methods for the design, conduct,
analysis and use of evidence from trials and examining their implications. What policy-makers, head
teachers and practitioners can learn from the evidence to inform practice. In this well-structured
and thoughtful text, the results and implications of over 20 studies conducted by the authors are
combined with a much larger number of studies from their systematic reviews, and the implications
are spelled out for the research community, policy-makers, schools wanting to run their own
evaluations, and for practitioners using evidence.
  science of reading intervention programs: Research in Education , 1970
  science of reading intervention programs: Sustaining Cultural and Disability Identities
in the Literacy Classroom, K-6 Amy Tondreau, Laurie Rabinowitz, 2024-10-31 Ideal for literacy
methods and elementary instruction courses, this book brings together three strands of educational
practice—Culturally Sustaining Pedagogy (CSP), Disability Sustaining Pedagogy (DSP), and balanced
literacy—to present a cohesive, comprehensive framework for literacy instruction that meets the
needs of all learners. Situating balanced literacy instruction within the current debate on how to
best teach elementary school literacy, this book prepares pre-service and in-service teachers to work
with racially, ethnically, and linguistically diverse students of all abilities and disabilities and
addresses effective curriculum design, lesson planning, and assessment. Chapters offer real-world
classroom examples and lesson plans, charts, and discussion guides for CSP/DSP-infused instruction
for each component of a balanced literacy instructional block.
  science of reading intervention programs: Handbook of Student Engagement Interventions
Jennifer A. Fredricks, Amy L. Reschly, Sandra L. Christenson, 2019-05-04 Handbook of Student
Engagement Interventions: Working with Disengaged Students provides an understanding of the
factors that contribute to student disengagement, methods for identifying students at risk, and
intervention strategies to increase student engagement. With a focus on translating research into
best practice, the book pulls together the current research on engagement in schools and empowers
readers to craft and implement interventions. Users will find reviews on evidence-based academic,
behavioral, social, mental health, and community-based interventions that will help increase all
types of engagement. The book looks at ways of reducing suspensions through alternative
disciplinary practices, the role resiliency can play in student engagement, strategies for community
and school collaborations in addressing barriers to engagement, and what can be learned from
students who struggled in school, but succeeded later in life. It is a hands-on resource for educators,
school psychologists, researchers, and students looking to gain insight into the research on this topic
and the strategies that can be deployed to promote student engagement. - Presents practical
strategies for engagement intervention and assessment - Covers early warning signs of
disengagement and how to use these signs to promote engagement - Reviews contextual factors
(families, peers, teachers) related to engagement - Focuses on increasing engagement and school
completion for all students - Emphasizes multidimensional approaches to disengagement
  science of reading intervention programs: Educating Scientists and Engineers U.S.
Congress, Office of Technology Assessment, 1989-07-28 To find more information about Rowman
and Littlefield titles, please visit www.rowmanlittlefield.com.
  science of reading intervention programs: Literacy Nancy J. Ellsworth, Carolyn N. Hedley,
Anthony N. Baratta, 2012-12-06 The concepts of the past, centered more narrowly on traditional
ways of learning to read and write, no longer suffice in a society that requires higher level skills
from an increasingly diverse student population. Providing a new direction in literacy education, the



chapters in this volume offer a revitalized perspective of literacy. They focus on the forms that
literacy will take in the future, the influence of changing technologies and multimedia on curriculum
and instructional practices, and on effective learning environments. These chapters incorporate the
insights of researchers in several disciplines to examine ways of helping students develop the
broad-based literacy skills they will need in order to participate fully in American society. Teachers,
teacher educators, and others concerned with the future of nurturing and schooling will find
challenging ideas for redefining instruction in literacy in this book.
  science of reading intervention programs: Evaluating The Undergraduate Research
Experience Gabriel M. Della-Piana, Connie Kubo Della-Piana, Michael K. Gardner, 2014-01-01 The
current movement toward more and better research experiences for undergraduates has spread
across disciplines in the arts, humanities, science, mathematics, and engineering beyond the
“research university” to the full range of post-secondary institutions of higher education. Along with
this spread of practice is the need to take stock of the programs and make use of evaluation to
inform program improvement and to communicate an understanding of the worth of the program to
funders, institutional administrators, faculty/mentors, and students. The main aim of the book is to
provide a practical guide for planning an evaluation of an undergraduate experience program. The
intent is to enable a program director to plan with a team consisting of an internal evaluator and
program staff, a systematic and rigorous study of the program (processes, products, organizational
dynamics, etc.) including the gathering and analysis of information that is context-sensitive, and
connected to an argument and justification for descriptive, causal, and practice-useful claims. It is
useful for a program director to contract with an evaluator. It is specific to the field of
undergraduate research experience while being useful for other fields. It places strong emphasis on
how to find and specify evaluation questions that yield information that has high leverage for
program improvement and demonstrating the effectiveness and worth of the program. A measure of
attitude toward evaluation allows you to reflect on your leanings evaluation orientations such as
formative/summative, process/product, preordinate goals/emergent goals, and other characteristics
of approaches to and confidence in evaluation. The main readership is targeted to directors and
developers of undergraduate research experience programs. While the examples are mainly in the
undergraduate research experience, it will be found useful for instructors of courses in project
evaluation and beginning level evaluators. The usefulness of the book is enhanced by a checklist in
the final chapter that integrates the approaches from throughout the book referencing the earlier
discussions.
  science of reading intervention programs: Catalog of Copyright Entries. Third Series
Library of Congress. Copyright Office, 1976
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